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The Holtville Vikings football
squad suffered its second loss of
the season on Oct. 25, falling at
home to local rival Vincent
Memorial of Calexico, 23-15. 

The Vikings came up short in
a tight game after having won six
games in a row and now have an
overall record of 7-2. 

Up next, the Vikings conclude
their regular season on the road
against Calipatria with the much-
anticipated Axe Game on
Halloween night starting at 7
p.m. 

"Despite the loss against
Vincent, the team is excited to
end the regular season and shoot

into playoffs," said Coach Jason
Turner. "Calipatria is a running
team, a well-coached running
team, and that's where they focus
most of their efforts."

He added, "I expect them to
give us good competition and
will surely result in an exciting
game for any spectators. We will
definitely be ready for them."

Against Vincent, Turner had
already anticipated the team
would meet its match, seeing as
Vincent now sports a record of 8-
1. 

For the Vikings last week
Sebastian Aviles receiving a
touchdown pass from Spencer
Hilfiker gave Holtville fans hope
early in the first quarter. During
the third quarter the Vikings
finally picked up some momen-

tum with Jose Devoux scoring a
rushing TD, followed by a suc-
cessful two-point conversion by
CJ Nunez. 

"We were prepared for them,"
confirmed Turner. "But we made
too many mistakes on our end."

He added, "One of our
biggest was giving up a touch-

down on a blocked punt, and also
a safety while on offense. And
when the game is as close as this
one, those mistakes count."

Regarding preparation for
Calipatria, Turner confirmed the
team will refocus on some minor
details while not making any
drastic changes to their signature

style of play. 
"We had a standout perform-

ance by Sebastian Aviles against
Vincent," said Turner. "He scored
a touchdown and consistently ran
the ball well but, again, our mis-
takes are what ended up costing
us the game."

BY LUIS BURGOS

DURING A HOMEGAME against Vincent Memorial High on Oct. 25 at Birger Field, Angel Garcia
runs the ball into the Vincent defense. JESUS QUESADA PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The American Legion Post 138 and Ladies Auxiliary Unit 138 will
host the sixth annual Veterans Day Parade in downtown Holtville on
Nov. 11.

Getting proceedings off the ground will be the Auxiliary breakfast
at Post 138 at Sixth Street and Cedar Avenue in Holtville. The break-
fast begins at 7:30 a.m. and continues to 9 a.m., explained Karen
Gibbs, president of the auxiliary. Guests can choose from eggs, pan-
cakes, sausage, biscuits and gravy, toast, coffee, orange juice or
bagels.

Continued on page 4

BY GARY REDFERN

On the evening of Oct. 1, a vehicle reportedly being chased by
U.S. Border Patrol agents crashed into a yard at Ninth Street and
Chestnut Avenue in Holtville.

Initial information about the incident came from the dispatch logs
of the Imperial County Sheriff's Office, which handles police duties 

Continued on page 5

U.S. ARMY VETERAN David Burnds carrying the centennial flag commemorating the 100 years
since the end of World War 1 marches in the fifth annual Imperial County Veterans Day parade last
year. FILE PHOTO

Holtville American
Legion Veterans Day
Breakfast And Parade
Welcomes All

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The increasingly contentious issue of truck
traffic on Orchard Road that leads into Holtville
was reviewed as a discussion item at the Oct. 28
Holtville City Council meeting.

That prevented any action being taken,
though City Manager Nick Wells indicated the issue
remains complex.   

"It's not something we can do at the snap

of our fingers," Wells said. "The California
Department of Transportation has discussed remov-
ing the truck route online application from its GPS.
But we're not sure removing truck route signs
would improve the situation."

The section of Orchard in question is south
of the city limits. It leads into Holtville, becomes
Cedar Avenue in town and connects with State 

Continued on page 8

Mistakes Cost Vikings
In Tight Loss To
Vincent Memorial;
Calipat Next

Feds Mum On Oct. 1 Chase That
Ended With Crash In Holtville

Holtville Council Mulls Orchard Truck
Solution; Police Matters Considered 



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

More than 60 years after its
inception, the Brawley Cattle
Call continues to offer a week
full of events and rodeo competi-
tion. The town has already begun

ramping up preparations for the
annual celebration of the ranch
lifestyle that has its local roots in
the founding Imperial Valley's
fertile farming empire.

The rodeo starts long before
the opening of the rodeo gates on
the second weekend of each

November, this year the 9th and
10th. The Cattle Call Queen
Contest is decided months before
the rodeo ever begins and this
was the first year the contest was
held outside of the Cattle Call
Arena. 

Dale Griggs, of Griggs
Freight Lines near Brawley,
explained, "The Cattle Call Arena
was rained out on the weekend
the competition was scheduled so
we used a small area I have at my
place." 

Griggs said his smaller arena
worked "in a pinch" for the pag-
eant but that future Cattle Call
queen competitions will be held
at the Cattle Call Arena if the
weather permits.

This year's pageant champi-
ons are Cattle Call Queen Jessica
Friley, Teen Queen Cidney
Roper, Junior Queen Demi Vogel
and Little Miss Abigail Childers.
The young ladies will ride their
horses in the Nov. 9 parade and
appear at each of the rodeo
events.

Below is the week-long
schedule of Cattle Call events.

Chili Cook-off

Nov. 2, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Plaza Park in Brawley

Cattle Call Mixer
Nov. 4, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Smith-Kandal Brawley

Mariachi Night
Nov. 6, 6-10 p.m.

Plaza Park 

Cattle Call Parade
Nov. 9, 9 a.m. -1:00 p.m.        

Main St. Brawley

Cattle Call Rodeo
Nov. 9, 2 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.   

Cattle Call Arena

Cattle Call Rodeo
Nov. 10, 1 p.m.               
Cattle Call Arena

Rodeo Committee
Chairperson Carson Kalin
reminded rodeo fans to plan for
the commute to and from the
Cattle Call Arena.

"Get there early. With the
heavy traffic in and out of the sta-
dium parking lot, getting to the
rodeo early is paramount so you

can see the whole show and be in
your seats when Ol' Glory comes
out."

Kalin encouraged fans to
arrive at the Cattle Call Arena 30
minutes early to find parking for
the daytime rodeos and 1 hour for
the evening event and be pre-
pared for an equal wait time on
the way out.

The Brawley Chamber of
Commerce created the theme
"extreme sports" for this year's
Rodeo. 

"We've always been an
extreme sport and we brought in
someone really special this year
to demonstrate that," Kalin
chuckled.

He elaborated, "Our special
entertainment this year is Tomas
Garcilazo. He is the premier
Charro rider in the world and will
be performing with his son. He
swings his rope around doing
tricks while controlling the horse
with his feet all over the arena."

Charreria is Mexican rodeo.
Charros are highly skilled horse
riders who perform in traditional 

Continued on page 3
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Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
OCT. 31: Christopher Stergios, Lynne Van Der Linden,

Carlos Castro†, Tara Dollente
NOV. 01: Sofia Irungaray, Molly Turner, Shellie Gradic

Smith, Brylee Gunter
NOV. 02: Ashlyn Layton, Tiffany Luker Terrill.
NOV. 03: Brianna Moody, Linda Terrill, Jane Carey,

Laurene J. Johnson†, Amelie Jane Strahm. 
NOV. 04: Aubrey Ludwig, Tasha Louise Denton, Audrey

Rose Abatti
NOV. 05: Samuel Walter Herholtz, Anthony Strahm,

Ethan Ormand, Eric Brown, Joan Thornburg, Kelly
McLaughlin, Isabel Jessee, Susan Muller Omlin, Margaret
Strahm

NOV. 06: Autumn Starr Layton, Manuel C. Vasquez, Josie
Dollente†.

Anniversaries
OCT. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Justin Garewal
NOV. 03: Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sharp
NOV. 04: Mr. & Mrs. Randy Lyon, Mr. & Mrs. Adam

Lyerly, Mr. & Mrs. Danny Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Josef Iten, Mr.
& Mrs. Larry Iten

Week of  November 4th, 2019
Children and Adolescent Clinic Overview

(Originally aired on August 2018)
1 in 4 children suffers from treatable mental health conditions every day
in our community. These conditions affect grades, self-esteem, social 
relationships and can affect lifetime outcomes if not treated. Let’s intro-

duce the community to Imperia County Behavioral Health’s Children and
Adolescent Services. Walk with us through a virtual tour, as pur guide

Behavioral Health Manager, Jose Lepe seeks to share the ease, comfort and
care of accessing behavioral health support for our children.

Jose Lepe
Behavioral Health Manager

Children and Adolescents Services

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Call Us Call Us AtAt
(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 4 de noviembre
Descripción General de la Clínica de Servicios para Niños y

Adolescentes
(Originalmente transmitido agosto del 2018)

1 de cada 4 niños padece condiciones de salud mental tratables todos los días en
nuestra comunidad. Estas condiciones afectan las calificaciones, la autoestima, las rela-
ciones sociales y pueden afectar los resultados de por vida si no se tratan. Presentamos

a la comunidad los Servicios para Niños y Adolescentes de los Servicios de Salud
Mental del Condado de Imperial. Camine con nosotros a través de una recorrido virtu-
al, como guía la supervisora, Berenice Flynt busca compartir la facilidad, la comodidad

y el cuidado de acceder al apoyo de salud mental para nuestros niños.

Berenice Flynt
Supervisora

Servicios para Niños y Adolescentes
ICBHS-Brawley

Holtville Clean-Up Day
Saturday, November 9 from 6 a.m. to 12 noon

at the city yard at 2199 Bonds Corner Road.
Sponsored by CR&R. Drop off old appliances, fur-
niture, televisions, computer equipment, yard
waste and tires. City residents only. No businesses
or rural residents.

Imperial County Veterans Day Parade
Join us in honoring our country’s veterans and

active duty military personnel on Monday,
November 11. The parade begins on East Fifth
Street at 10 a.m., with the theme this year being
“Honoring our Forces: Past, Present, and Future.”
A breakfast for veterans will be held at the
American Legion Hall at Sixth and Cedar from
7:30 to 9 a.m. A farmers market will follow the
parade and will be held in Holt Park. If any organ-
ization is interested in participating, please contact
Haley Dowsey at hdowsey@holtville.ca.gov

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m. at 722 E. 6th St. -

Holtville. Questions call 442-271-1911 and ask for
Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community Church
Youth group - every Wednesday night.
Junior High 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study: Mondays @ 6pm at

the Daniel's home (contact the church office for
more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the community to their

weekly Bingo Nights.
Every Wednesday, 6 p.m. and Sundays 1 p.m.
631 Main Street, El Centro

11th Annual Football &
Margarita Fiesta, SHiNE, Inc.

Monday, November 18th at 5:00 p.m., 
Vessey & Co., Inc., 1605 Zenos Road,

Holtville.
Kansas City Chiefs vs. Los Angeles Charges

Tacos * Drinks * Raffle.
Tickets: $40. Available at Vessey & Co. and

Cooperswest Insurance Co., For more information
contact: Jamie@Vessey.com

Community Calendar

Come See Us At Our 
New Location

1239 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA

Same Friendly Faces and Great
Customer Service!!

Spurs On! Brawley Ready to Welcome Throngs for Cattle Call Events

THE CATTLE CALL monument in downtown Brawley is a year
around reminder of the town’s ranching heritage that is celebrat-
ed with the annual Cattle Call rodeo, parade and other activities.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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vaquero clothing. They preform intricate techniques such walking
through their own lasso on horseback. 

"Garcilazo is one of the best in the world," Kalin said. "He and his
son will be in the entry area on Sunday morning (Nov. 10) to meet
fans."

Nov. 10 is also family day at the rodeo, during which free pony
rides and face painting will be available to the rodeo's junior atten-
dees.

After the rodeo on Sunday a Mixteco performance will take place
in the arena for rodeo attendees.

For kids 10 and under the rodeo will has a "Dollar Dig" with a
$100 dollar prize for each of the three rodeo events. The hunt starts at
1:30 p.m. on Nov. 9 for the Saturday afternoon rodeo, at 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 for the Saturday evening event and at 12:30 p.m. on Nov.10 for
the Sunday afternoon event.

For information about the parade visit www.brawleychamber.com
For information about the rodeo and tickets please visit www.cat-

tlecallrodeo.com. 

Obituary
Urbana C. Vasquez 

1924 - 2019

Visitation will be held on Friday, November 1,
2019 from 6 to 9 p.m., with Rosary being said at 7
p.m. at St. Josephs Church 560 Maple St. in
Holtville, CA for Urbana C. Vasquez.

Service will be held on Saturday, November 2,
2019 at 8 a.m. at St. Josephs Church 560 Maple St.
in Holtville, CA and will be officiated by Fr. Jose
Alfredo Moreno. Burial will immediately follow at
Terrace Park Cemetery following the mass. 

Urbana C. Vasquez passed away peacefully
surrounded by her family in her home on October
17, 2019. Urbana spent many of her years dedicat-
ed to the Catholic faith as a catechist, Guadalupana,
and choir member for St. Josephs Catholic Church,
as well as an agriculture worker for Maggio
Packing Co. in Holtville, CA from which she later
retired at the age of 63. She was a loving wife to
Manuel, Mother, Grandmother, Sister, Godmother

and Friend. She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Manuel O. Vasquez; parents, Julia and Carlos
Castro; sons, Vonifacio and Raul Vasquez; daugh-
ter-in-law, Martha Vasquez; granddaughter, Marie
Yvonne Gaskin; brothers, Abundio, Carlos and
Erasmo Castro. 

Urbana is survived by her sons, Ramiro and
Marina Vasquez of Holtville, CA; Ralph and
Norma Vasquez of Imperial, CA, Manuel and
Rachel Vasquez of Holtville, CA; daughters, Julia
Vasquez of Holtville, CA, Rufina and Fred
Valencia of Yucaipa, CA, Angie and Armando Silva
of Holtville, CA; daughter-in-law, MaryAnn
Vasquez; 19 grandchildren, 35 great-grandchildren,
1 great-great-grandchild; brothers, Juan and Vicky
Castro, Santiago and Lidia Castro, Julio and Linda
Castro, Arturo and Martha Castro and Basilio and
Frances Castro; sister, Angie de la Rosa; sister and
spouse, Rosario and Perfecto Gurule.   

Ronald Williams
Claybrook 

July 16, 1935   
October 20, 2019

Ronald was born in
Boyd, OK and lived in
Beaver, OK until age 15. In
1950, he came to Holtville
and worked for his brother,
Raymond Claybrook, bal-
ing hay.  He started work-
ing in the produce industry
setting off lettuce cartons
for cooling and shipment.
Ronald, aka RC, was a very
ambitious man. In 1952, he
began his 47- year stint
working at Veg Vac
Cooling in Holtville oper-
ating the vacuum cooling

equipment, (he bought the company in 1990 and sold it in 1999)
while also managing Holtville Ice and Cold Storage.  In 1971 he
also started RC CB Sales selling CB radios and equipment. In
1973 he became a partner in Agri-Cool which manufactured vac-
uum cooling equipment, and in 1980 he started his own company
Ronald Claybrook Company LLC renting out vacuum coolers and
ice making machines for cooling lettuce and sweet corn. This took
him on many travels   from Central California to Olathe,
Colorado. 

RC was very involved in the community as a member of the
Rotary Club for 40 years and the Holtville Athletic Club for 60
years. He also played poker at Don's Place twice a week in his
later years.

He worked hard, played hard and loved fixing things. He had
adventure in his blood. Starting in 1960 with Mexico trips, he
covered all of Baja. His favorite was San Quintin with his family
and all our Holtville friends. He loved scuba diving, 4 wheeling
in the desert and the Rocky Mountains of Colorado and Utah,
fishing, camping, and ultralights. He and Ida camped in the
Sierras by packing in on mules, and later in life they loved going
to Mule Days in Bishop, CA. He went to Paraguay 3 times to visit
and set up a sawmill at Ida's brother Jim Carson's Ranch. He went
to Crimea, Ukraine after the cold war as a Produce Cooling
Consultant for the US Department of Agriculture.

He and Ida traveled extensively, but his greatest love was our
Glamis Dunes desert. He enjoyed life, was thrifty, a good provider
for his family, and would always help people in need. The boy
who quit school in 9th grade left an extraordinary legacy. 

RC is survived by his wife Ida Mae Claybrook of 65 years,and
daughters: Ronda King (Hal), Rhoda Claybrook and Renita
Schaffner (Rudy). Grandsons: Ian King, Skyler King, Chase
Schaffner, and Clay Gudde.

Services will be held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church 562
Chestnut Ave., Holtville, CA on Friday, November 15 at 11:00
AM. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Holtville
Athletic Club P.O. Box 51, Holtville, CA 92250 or to Holtville
Rotary Club P.O. Box 395, Holtville, Ca 92250

Jean Malan Brock
1919 - 2019

Services were held at The United Methodist
Church in Holtville on Saturday, Oct. 26 for Jean
Malan Brock.

Jean Malan Brock passed away in her home in
El Centro on October, 14, 2019. She was 100
years old. Jean was born in Wasco, CA, the daugh-
ter of the Rev. William E. Malan and Myrtha Scott
Malan and the grand-daughter of Imperial Valley
pioneer, Reuben Malan. Jean was married to the
late Warren H. Brock. Jean was predeceased by
her siblings, Ethel Lanning, Edward Malan, and
Phyllis Corn. She is survived by her four children,
Donald E. Brock (Cheryl), James W. Brock
(Susan), Mary Jean Lechner (Johnny) and David
W. Brock; grandchildren, Julie Roggeman,
Kristina Kelly, Matthew Brock, Ben Brock, Susie
Vanlandingham, Sally Sprecco, Bobby Brock,

Elliott, Tyler and Spencer Moses, Bradley Brock,
Travis Brock, Megan Stewart, Joe and Clay
Marrow; 28 great-grandchildren and many nieces
and nephews. Jean was taught piano by her moth-
er, and excelled at a young age. She was able to
play by ear before she learned to read music. By
age 10 she was playing for the church Sunday
School, and later for school organizations. She
often played special duets with her uncle Donald
Scott, who would teach her all kinds of crazy off-
beat music to which she was forced to find proper
accompaniments. She further developed her very
special ability by playing for church services,
choirs, soloists, musical organizations of every
type, and in the process, learned and perfected her
work at the organ in addition to the piano. Jean
was a life-long Methodist and a 78-year member
of P.E.O.  

Cattle Call........from page two
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Veterans..........from page one

The parade will begin at 10
a.m. at Fifth Street and Holt
Avenue. After the parade the aux-
iliary will sell T-shirts in Holt
Park for $15 each. 

"It's important for everybody
to come out for the parade and
show support for the veterans,"
said Gibbs. "It's important to
come out and see what the veter-
ans have done for us through
their sacrifices. And we honor
our veterans by supporting the
American Legion so come on out
and help us celebrate."

Basilio Castro is a local veter-
an who served 37 years begin-
ning in 1956. He was a Master
Sgt. E5 starting in the Army
Airborne Corps and eventually
transferred to the North American
Air Defense Command as a
medic. He finally transferred to
the Nike Base at La Brea. Castro
is part of a distinguished family
of veterans as all seven of his
brothers served and five of them
still survive. 

"The last several years’
parades were very successful
with a lot of participation," said
Castro. "This year Post 138 has a
float that will be decorated a few
days before. We'd like to invite
all vets from all over the
(Imperial) Valley to the parade.
Whenever we see them along the
route we wave them over to the
float to march with us."

Oscar Moreno, 96, is a World
War II veteran who was helping
build the P-51 Mustang fighters
in Los Angeles just before World
War II. As a young child he
required eye surgery and because

of that has had to wear glasses the
rest of his life. He thought it
would keep him out of the mili-
tary but he was drafted in 1943.

"I was a welder at the Todd
Pacific Shipyard in San Pedro
and then I got drafted in 1943,"
recalled Moreno. "I was given a
limited-service command unit
because of problems with my
eyesight. I was then based in the
medical corps, working in the
kitchen at the Torney General
Hospital in Palm Springs. But
they sent me home with an hon-
orable discharge just before the
war ended."

Helen Wilson, a long-time
Auxiliary Unit 138 member,
noted the group will take break-
fast to the veterans who reside at
the Blossom Valley Inn on Fifth
Street. 

"I would appreciate every-
body coming out and giving sup-
port to our veterans to show we
care," she said. "Without them,
we would not be here."

Larry Gibbs, husband of
Karen, is a Vietnam veteran. He
served in 1967 and was dis-
charged just after the Tet
Offensive in 1968. Larry
explained Veterans Day is to
commemorate the sacrifices of
younger and older servicemem-
bers, some whom gave their
lives.

"Our country called and we
went into service," said Larry.
"It's nice to celebrate every year
and keep our memories fresh.
And for me, it is a time to renew
old acquaintances."

THE HOLTVILLE HIGH School Band of Pride at the fifth 
annual parade in 2018. FILE PHOTO



SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 19

BLOCKING TRAFFIC: At
8:28 a.m. a caller requested that
deputies check on vehicles
parked and blocking the alley on
West Seventh Street between
Cedar and Pine Avenues.
CALIFORNIA STOP: At 10:32
a.m. a deputy reported pulling
over a driver on Alamo Road who
didn't make a complete stop at the
intersection. He was let off with a
warning to drive more carefully.
SHOULDN'T BE DRIVING:
At 9:21 p.m. a deputy reported
making a traffic stop at Seventh
and Fern. Neither of the two
juveniles had a license. They
were taken home and a deputy
spoke to the parents about letting
them drive without a license.
PLEASE KEEP IT DOWN: At
11:58 p.m. a complaint was
received from the 700 block of
Holt Avenue about a loud party
taking place there. A deputy
spoke with the celebrants about
the noise level.

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 20

ATTEMPTED BREAK-IN?:
At 4:33 a.m. a security monitor-
ing company reported a residen-
tial burglar alarm had been
tripped at a home south of town.
The homeowner told the security
company that she thought she
might have seen someone out-
side. Several deputies were dis-
patched to check the property and
surrounding area.

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 24

MEDICAL EMERGENCY: At
7:32 a.m. a 911 caller reported
spotting the driver of a stopped
blue SUV slumped over the steer-
ing wheel at Fourth and Holt. The
caller added that there was a
small child in the vehicle as well.
Deputies, the fire department and
an ambulance were quickly dis-
patched to assist the woman.

FLAGGED DOWN: At 4:47
p.m. a deputy advised dispatchers
that he was being fagged down
by a resident. The citizen wanted
information about a traffic acci-
dent he had been involved in
recently. He was referred to the
main ICSO office in El Centro.
CAUSING PROBLEMS: At
6:21 p.m. a resident of the retire-
ment home was reportedly being
aggressive towards staff mem-
bers and had left the facility. She
was last seen walking west on
Fifth Street wearing a green
nightgown.
CAN'T JUST LEAVE IT
THERE: At 10:12 p.m. a deputy
stopped to check on a vehicle
parked near Fifth and Grape that
had expired tags. A citation for
the violation was left on the
windshield, as well as official
notice that the vehicle needed to
be moved within 72 hours.

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 25

LET IT LAPSE: At 4:48 a.m.
the owner of a vehicle parked
near Fifth and Maple was cited
for having an expired registra-
tion.
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT:
At 9:46 a.m. a resident went into
the local substation and asked to
speak with a deputy. Extra patrols
of the alley behind the resident's
home were requested because of
suspicious activity that had been
occurring there recently. The
request was relayed to other
shifts.
IT'S ALWAYS THE LITTLE
ONES: At 10:54 a.m. a caller
reported that there was an aggres-
sive Chihuahua bothering chil-
dren in the 600 block of Maple
Avenue. A deputy and a public
works employee were sent to try
to catch the loose dog.
MISSING CHILD: At 1:26 p.m.
a resident reported his son miss-
ing. The boy was supposed to be
in an afterschool program but

wasn't there, and no one in the
program remembered seeing him
that day. Deputies were sent to
assist in locating him.
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY:
At 5:37 p.m. a caller reported that
someone had broken into her
mother's home on West Sixth
Street. No possible suspects were
known to the resident. A deputy
took a report on the incident.

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 26

STOLEN BICYCLE: At 1:14
a.m. a deputy advised dispatchers
that she was being flagged down
by someone. The resident wanted
to report the theft of a blue bicy-
cle. It was described as a Huffy
beach cruiser with whitewall tires
and a rack over the rear tire.
FALSE ALARM: At 4:19 p.m. a
caller reported an alarm going off
at Finley Elementary School. A
deputy arrived to find the alarm
was off and school security was
doing a check of the campus.
VANDALIZED VEHICLE: At
6:30 p.m. a Maple Avenue resi-
dent reported that her vehicle had
been vandalized. A deputy
checked on the damage and took
a report on the vandalism.
HE'S BACK: At 6:49 p.m. the
owner of a local resident called to
report that a male subject who
had been thrown out of the busi-
ness earlier in the day for throw-
ing things and causing a distur-
bance was back and was banging
on the locked front door.
Deputies were quickly dis-
patched to deal with the man.
DARK COUNTRY ROADS: At
9:28 p.m. a deputy reported stop-
ping a bicyclist at Holt and
Underwood. The rider was
advised that he needed a head-
light for safety at night.
STRANGE CHARACTER: At
10:52 p.m. a resident of the
Orchard View Apartments report-
ed that a suspicious male subject
had been looking into parked cars

and was now in the swimming
pool in his underwear. Deputies
were sent to check on the man.
TIME FOR YOU TO LEAVE:
At 11:03 p.m. two women were
reported to be having a heated
argument inside a local establish-
ment and the one who was asked
to leave was refusing to do so.
Deputies were dispatched to
make sure she followed the
request.
ALCOHOL WILL DO THAT:
At 11:42 p.m. a man was report-
ed to be causing problems at the

donut shop. He was said to be
aggressive towards a friend who
was with him and was thought to
have been drinking. A deputy was
sent to calm him down.

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 27

IT'S 3 IN THE MORNING!: At
2:55 a.m. an East Third Street
resident called in about an ongo-
ing problem with loud music in
the neighborhood. The persons
responsible agreed to turn the
volume down at a deputy's
request.
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for Holtville under contract.
However, further attempts to learn more about the incident have been met with lit-

tle or no response from federal agencies.
"There was no press release from Border Patrol for that event," Carlos Pitones, pub-

lic affairs officer for the El Centro Sector Border Patrol wrote Oct. 2 in response to an
email request for information.

Asked by email Oct. 3 for details on the incident and booking information on any
suspects arrested in connection with it, Pitones replied, "After tracking down the infor-
mation for the case you are referencing, we can confirm that the case originated in

Calexico and is being prose-
cuted criminally.  Therefore,
we will not release any
details that would hinder the
integrity of the investiga-
tion."  

A review of booking logs
at the Imperial County jail
did not reveals any suspects
arrested at the date, time and
location of the incident.

Pitones reported in an
Oct. 28 email suspected
smugglers of illegal immi-
grants detained by Border
Patrol are no longer taken to
the county jail as was once

the case. Instead, they are turned over to the U.S. Marshall's Service and initially
housed in a detention center in San Luis, Ariz., until they appear in court.

Drug smuggling suspects caught by Border Patrol are turned over to other agencies
for processing,  he added.

However, it was not immediately known if the Oct. 1 incident involved drug or
immigrant smuggling, two of the most common criminal matters in which Border
Patrol agents are involved.

Attempts to get information from the U.S. District Court in San Diego have been
equally unsuccessful. A voicemail left for the court clerk's office on Oct. 3 was never
returned and two emails, one Oct. 3 and another Oct. 21, also received no response.

A woman who answered the phone at the clerk's office on Oct. 21 suggested send-
ing an email. Told one was sent with no response for nearly three weeks her response
was to send another email and hope for a reply. No response had been received as Oct.
30.

On Oct. 24 the district court in El Centro, where Pitones reported suspected immi-
grant smugglers are typically arraigned, was contacted but an official advised Judge
Ruth Montenegro was not immediately available and would return the call the follow-
ing week. She had not responded as of Oct. 30.

Many locally arrested federal suspects make their initial court appearances in El
Centro.

After appearing in El Centro, federal suspects are then transferred to the
Metropolitan Correctional Center in San Diego and have subsequent court appearance
in the district court there.

Chase..........................................................................................from page one

CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S. Border
Patrol agents assigned to the El
Centro Sector arrested two previ-
ously deported sex crime offend-
ers over the weekend.

The first incident occurred on
Friday at around 11:25 p.m., when
agents assigned to the Calexico
Station encountered a man sus-
pected of illegally entering the
United States approximately one
mile east of the Calexico West
Downtown Port of Entry.  Agents
arrested the man and transported
him to the El Centro Station for
immigration and criminal history
screening.
Agents conducted records checks,
which revealed that the man iden-
tified as Sergio Gallegos-
Gutierrez, a 41-year-old Mexican
national, had a warrant for arrest
for failure to appear pending
felony charges for Lewd and
Lascivious Act on a Child under
14 out of San Jose.  

Gallegos was previously
removed three times in 2017.
Gallegos is being held in federal
custody pending further criminal
prosecution.
The second incident occurred on

Sunday at around 9:40 p.m., when
agents assigned to the Calexico
Station encountered a man sus-
pected of illegally entering the
United States approximately three
miles east of the Calexico West
Downtown Port of Entry.  Agents
arrested the man and transported
him to the El Centro Station for
immigration and criminal history
screening.
Agents conducted records checks,
which revealed that the man iden-
tified as Jose Valadez-Fernandez,
a 33-year-old Mexican national,
was convicted on Mar. 9, 2007, for
Sexual Assault out of Southern
California and served two years
confinement for his conviction.  
Valadez was previously removed

by an Immigration Judge on Feb.
18, 2011.
Valadez is being held in federal

custody pending further criminal
prosecution.

In fiscal year 2020, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents arrest-
ed and removed five individuals
either convicted or wanted on sex-
ual assault charges after they
entered the United States illegally. 

Two Significant Arrests 
By Border Patrol 
Over the Weekend
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Plans For Key Bridge Widening At Calexico East Port Making Progress
BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO

BROWN

Federal environmental studies are
under way and soon requests for qualifica-
tions will be put out to find a design and
construction team to widen a vehicle
bridge at the Calexico East Port of Entry.

It crosses the All-American Canal and
connects State Route 7 to the port, accord-
ing to the one of the agencies leading the
efforts.

The California Department of
Transportation and the Imperial County
Transportation Commission are teaming
up to lead the $25 million partially feder-
ally funded project. It will see the bridge

widened by four lanes: two for northbound
automobile traffic and two for northbound
commercial truck traffic.

Construction on the project is well
over a year away, but county
Transportation Commission Executive
Director Mark Baza updated his 11-mem-
ber commission during its Oct. 23 meeting
as to the status of the project.

"The primary purpose of the project is
to relieve congestion on the bridge. The
widening and flow will allow the better
storage of trucks and cars leading to the
primary gates (of the port)," Baza stated
Oct. 25. 

The east port is a major route for

Continued on page 9

Calexico Port of Entry
CBPGOV FACEBOOK PAGE PHOTO
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Imperial Valley 
Swiss Club

Buebe Schwingfest

IMPERIAL VALLEY SWISS continued with its tradition as
they held their annual Buebe Schwingfest on Saturday,
October 26, at the IV Swiss Club in Holtville.   
COURTESY PHOTOS BY CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

An estimated crowd of 200
arrived on the warm fall morning
of Oct. 26 to finish off a decade
of waiting with the christening of
the El Centro Aquatic Center, a
moment likely to be long remem-
bered.

Mayor Edgard Garcia cut the

ceremonial ribbon flanked by
other city council members and
dignitaries, the mood nary damp-
ened by lingering questions over
how pool operations will be fund-
ed long term. The swank facility
replaces the former pool, The
Plunge, that closed about 10
years ago.  

Stretching two city blocks
from Fourth to Sixth streets along

Adams Avenue just north of
downtown, the center includes a
competition pool, wading pool,
lazy river and a rentable commu-
nity center.

Resident impressions
The Aquatic Center's

grand opening was destined for
the young or young at heart.
Some of the first to chill in the
cooling spray of the kiddie pool
spouts were Alexander, Nathan
and Dominic Garcia, the three
sons of the mayor. After his
refreshing dip Alexander shared

his thoughts.
"It's really nice--and

good for hot weather," he said.
"You stay really cool and it's
good for all ages. The Lazy River
is good to relax on hot summer
days. And I'm looking forward to
taking some swim lessons."

Victor Navarro, 14, a
freshman at Central Union High
School and a member of its swim
club, said the pool will help with
his training. 

"I want to compete on a
team doing the backstroke," said

Victor. "Before I just used the
Central pool or swam in some-
one's backyard pool. But it's great
being here the first day."

Enjoying a burrito from
the concession stand under an
umbrella, Socora Belton, who has
been in town since summer, said
she and her husband moved from
Fresno since her mother-in-law is
a long-time resident.

"Actually, I like the pool," she

Continued on page  10
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City Council.........................from page one
Route 115, a popular route for trucks headed north. 
Residents on Orchard have been fighting for more
safety measures, including the banning of large
trucks. However, the city's role is limited because
Orchard is under the jurisdiction of Imperial County
and the Caltrans, whose officials have stated are
seeking a solution. 

One possibility would be to divert truck
traffic to use Interstate 8 to connect with SR-115 so
they do not enter Holtville at all, explained Wells. 
Many trucks are going to and from the Calexico
East Port of Entry international border crossing
about 10 miles south of Holtville. State Route 7
leads from the port and becomes Orchard at I-8.
Once truckers reach the outskirts of Holtville they
will choose the most efficient way to continue north
and that means using Orchard. 

Caltrans is working on installing signs to
divert trucks at I-8 but it is uncertain when they will
be ready, Wells noted. Another consideration is to
install bollards along the roadside at Orchard Road
and Fourth Street that would require turns too tight
for large trucks to negotiate. That might make
Orchard less popular.

However, it could force trucks up Cedar to
Fifth Street and near a blind curve where SR-115
enters town and becomes Fifth.
Wells also cautioned against restricting local farm
trucks going to the various packing sheds in the
area.

"It's (the bollards) an option being
explored but we'll need a study and it may reveal it
is worse than what exists now," said Wells.
State aid supports public safety

In other action, the council voted 5-0 to
seek funds to support police services. This is an
annual allocation cities have been augmented with
since fiscal year 1996-97 when the state Legislature
created the Citizen's Option for Public Safety
(COPS) program.

Holtville again is to receive $100,000 to go
toward supporting law enforcement officer salaries

for the 2019-20 fiscal year. But the city must submit
a formal request to receive funding. 

However, when Finance Supervisor Kariza
Preciado applied for funding she discovered anoth-
er $63,000 available so the council must pass anoth-
er resolution the next meeting to obtain that alloca-
tion. Funding will be disbursed in quarterly incre-
ments under Assembly Bill 3229 to meet Holtville's
COPS grant apportionment.
Sheriff's Office contract renewal approaches

In another information item Wells alerted
the council the contract for law enforcement servic-
es with the Imperial County Sheriff's Office was
drawing to a close. The term ending is now in the
second five-year contract the city has established
with the ICSO and it must be renewed by Jan. 4,
2020. 

This renewal's increase is about 3.5 per-
cent, or $1.1 million total, for service as opposed to
the prior contract that increased 9.5 percent to
$1,068,392 from the first contract. 

"There's is one caveat and those amounts
are designated not to exceed amounts and we've
never hit the top tier rate," said Wells.
Shade trees augment hiking trail

Wells also informed council there have
now been 160 trees planted along the southern edge
of the Alamo River trail funded by the Fire
Prevention Grants California Forest Improvement
Program.

The aim is to create a shade canopy to
make the trail more usable throughout the year. But
Wells did admit the July/August months are still
likely to exceed temperatures many would feel
uncomfortable hiking in. 

"We've had a chance to walk the trail and
it's looking really good. The trees are getting water
and we have several tree stewards committed to
help maintenance," said Wells. "I'll continue to
outreach to the 4H Clubs and FFA to provide addi-
tional assistance."

El Centro Completes Iron Man Feat With Aquatic Center Opening 

FLOATERS DRIFT ON inner tubes on the lazy river at the El
Centro Aquatic Center opening on Oct. 26. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

CHILDREN FROLIC IN the kiddie pool at the El Centro
Aquatic Center opening on Oct. 26.  
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A recent California
law, Assembly Bill 32, will cre-
ate havoc for public safety and
hardship for family members
wishing to visit detainees cur-
rently held at the Imperial
Regional Detention Facility
just east of Calexico, stressed a
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement spokesperson.

AB 32 was signed into
law Oct. 11, by Gov. Gavin
Newsom. It prohibits any city
from signing new contracts
with private prison companies
after Jan. 1, 2020. It also bans
any private for-profit prisons in

California to hold inmates after
Jan. 1, 2028. 
The law was sponsored by Rob
Bonta (D-Oakland) who has
stated it has the goal of treating
people humanely.

Lauren Mack,
spokesperson for ICE in San
Diego, strongly rejected
Bonta's assertion. In repeated
emails sent to this paper Mack
contended ICE will not com-
ment on any specific plans
related to the enactment of AB
32 and that ICE attorneys are
now reviewing the law. Mack
also confirmed ICE's contract
with facility operator
Management & Training
Corporation will run through
Sept. 21, 2020.

"The idea that a state
law can bind the hands of a
federal law enforcement
agency managing a national
network of detention facilities
is simply false," Mack stated in
an email. 
She added, "If this law takes
effect, ICE would simply have
to transfer individuals a greater
distance from their arrest loca-
tion to other facilities outside

the state. The impact would be
felt by residents of California
who would be forced to travel
greater distances to visit family
in custody."

ICE affirms coopera-
tion with local officials is an
indispensable component of
public safety, she added.
Politicians who make it more
difficult to remove criminal
aliens, and who intend to stop
cooperation of local leaders
and business partners, harm the
communities whose welfare
they have sworn to protect,
Mack alleged.

IRDF currently pro-
vides 672 beds for male and
female detainees and no chil-
dren are housed there. ICE has
about 52,000 in custody
presently and California can
accommodate about 4,000, less
than 10 percent. ICE manages
a nationwide network of deten-
tion facilities. But state law
will not affect the amount of
individuals kept in custody,
Mack insisted.
The Holtville connection

The new law also
affects the city of Holtville that
until the end of September
received about $14,400 per
month the prior five years by
contracting with ICE and sub-
contracting with MTC to run
the day-to-day operations at
IRDF, noted Nick Wells, city
manager. 

But it was originally
the U.S. Marshals Service San
Diego office that contacted
Imperial County in 2008-09
about having a facility in the
area, recalled Wells. The
Marshals are responsible for
the confinement and trans-
portation of federal prisoners
who have not been turned over
to the Bureau of Prisons, and is
responsible for fugitive investi-
gations.

Yet the then head of
the San Diego Marshal's office
retired and the new head of
office did not pursue the effort.
Meanwhile, by 2012 MTC got
ahead of competitive private
prison firms in negotiating to
operate a facility in Imperial
County. It was at first with the
Marshals but then with ICE
because the facility where they
then housed detainees on North
Imperial Avenue in El Centro
became prohibitively expen-
sive to operate. 

In the spring of 2012,
Wells, then Holtville finance
manager, then-mayor Mike

Goodsell and then-city manag-
er Alex Meyerhoff were invited
by MTC to visit their facility in
Otero County, N.M., and to
examine if a facility here
would work. The Holtville
contingent was impressed with
what they saw: an immaculate,
well-run facility, Wells noted.

"We didn't see any-
thing negative," Wells recalled.
"One thing we were impressed
with were the English classes
and the GED (high school
equivalency diploma) program
that were transferable to
Mexican authorities." 

Negotiations ensued
the following year that
involved a contract between
Holtville and ICE as the tenant
and MTC as a subcontractor
which would run the day-to-
day operations.

"But Holtville wanted
to be indemnified under MTC
because we didn't want to be
held responsible for an infrac-
tions that may have been com-
mitted by MTC," remembered
Wells. 
Holtville role in administering
IRDF

Once negotiations
were settled to the satisfaction
of all parties, ground was bro-
ken on the new facility of the
property owner, Imperial
Gateway Center, LLC. The
facility opened on Sept. 21,
2014. ICE made one payment
per month in an account held
by Holtville that varied a bit
depending on the number of
beds occupied. Wells has acted
in a liaison capacity between
MTC and ICE.

"They sent monthly
invoices to me and I reviewed
them for accuracy, signed off
on them," said Wells. "And we
returned them to MTC and
their warden had to sign off on
them and, also, the owner of
Imperial Gateway Center and
ICE, and then invoices were
processed for payment."
How Holtville's contract termi-
nated

But in September ICE
sent a letter to Holtville thank-
ing them for their collaboration
but dissolving the contract.
They did not provide an expla-
nation. Without any proof,
Wells did submit that part of
the puzzle of their action could
be explained by another leg-
islative bill, Senate Bill 1289.

SB 1289 passed in
August 2016 and implemented
in January 2017. It essentially

stated if a city makes a contract
with the federal government
then it is a federal function. So,
state legislators then wanted to
audit the finances between
Holtville and ICE to assure
California standards were
being met.

"All the state is doing
(with AB 32) is hurting the
local economy," said Wells.
"We'll get by without the rev-
enue stream but it was better to
have it. ICE felt it didn't need
to submit to a state audit and
legally they're right. Since
Holtville already signed the
contract the state allowed it to
run until expiration. I don't
know for certain, but no
detainees have been moved
from IRDF." 
MTC prevails with feds

Issa Arnita, MTC
spokesman, in an email to this
paper explained MTC is cur-
rently reviewing AB 32 and
possible effects on its facilities.
The 180,000-square-foot IRDF
employs 212, most of them by
MTC and a few ICE employees
who work in a separate build-
ing just outside the perimeter
of the IRDF gates. Since ICE
ended the contract with
Holtville, MTC was reviewing
what impact it might have on
them. On Oct. 29, Arnita
informed this paper about an
ICE communication.

"ICE just issued a
request for proposal (RFP) to
provide detention services in
the Calexico area," said Arnita.
"MTC is responding to the
RFP which is a direct contract
between ICE and the contract-
ing company."

Neither Arnita or
Mack would offer further
details or confirm if there will
be layoffs of staff or transfers
to other facilities. Wells, mean-
while, conjectured AB 32
could be litigated.
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For All Your
Legal Notices, 

Call Us At
760-

339-4899

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706

East Port...............from page six

East port expansion timeline

That CBP-led port expansion is
still several years away, Baza
indicated, pending Congressional
funding authorization that will
not occur any time before phase
2B of the Calexico West Port of
Entry expansion project is fund-
ed. Phase 2B calls for the expan-
sion of the pedestrian lanes at the
Calexico West port near Second
Street and Cesar Chavez
Boulevard.
The local Transportation
Commission is now developing
the request for qualifications for
the bridge project to go out
before the winter months and the
request for proposals for a design
and construction team to go out
by August 2020.
In December 2018, the local
commission, in partnership with
Caltrans, was awarded $20 mil-
lion under the U.S. Department
of Transportation's BUILD dis-
cretionary grant program. It fund-
ed the design-build phase of the
bridge-expansion project, accord-
ing to Baza's report. The design-
build phase is scheduled to start
in February 2021.
Caltrans involvement
Meanwhile, Caltrans has led the
effort to get technical and envi-
ronmental studies under the
National Environmental Policy

Act completed and approved by
May 2020. The studies are in
progress. 
Caltrans and the local
Transportation Commission were
awarded $3 million in May 2018
through the California
Transportation Commission and
the Trade Corridor Enhancement
Program to do the environmental
and technical work, according to
Baza. After NEPA approval, Baza
stated the local Transportation
Commission will put in the
request for the $20 million for the
design-build phase.
Baza stated a total of $25 million
has been committed to the
bridge-widening project. In addi-
tion to the $3 million for environ-
mental and technical work, and
the $20 million for design and
construction work, there is a $2
million local match for the
design-build phase. It will come
out of voter-approved Measure D
half-cent sales tax proceeds.
Measure D funds are dedicated
mostly to major roads project
throughout the county.
"If there is a shortfall, there is an
opportunity to acquire the addi-
tional funding through the
California Transportation
Commission," Baza stated Oct.
28.

Feds, Holtville Official Blast State Law That May Close Immigrant Jail



said. "When I first got here it was
110 (degrees) and I thought, 'Oh
no. As hot as it gets here and you
don't have a public pool? It don't
make sense.' My husband and I
used to go to a motel just to use
the pool for a couple of days."

Autumn Plourd, daughter-in-
law of Jeff Plourd, was swimming
laps in the competition pool and
simply quipped it "is really nice"
and expressed hope the pool stays
as nice and remains open for rea-
sonable hours.

"I'm training for an Iron-Man
competition next month in Tempe,
Ariz.," she said. "This is just
down the street from my home
and much more convenient than
the Lions Club in Brawley." 
Long road to opening

Originally planned for a month
earlier, the city endured some crit-
icism for the opening delay,
explained City Council Member
Jason Jackson who acted as mas-
ter of ceremonies.

"This facility is absolutely
amazing and everybody is going
to be blown away once you get
inside," said Jackson. "We're not
opening the Aquatic Center just
for today but for a generation to
come."

Garcia explained the pool's
opening is a testament to the city
staff in achieving its completion
and reflects improving quality of
life for the city and the entire
Imperial Valley. He also gave a
state of the city address as part of
the festivities.

"We're truly a team and clear-
ly Measure P (half-cent sales tax
passed for capital improvements
in November 2016) has worked,"
said Garcia. "Thanks to the dedi-
cation and countless hours of city
staff, we were able to complete
the Aquatic Center for our won-
derful residents and we do it
because we love El Centro." 
Aquatic Center Features

Rebecca Corfman, Aquatic

Center supervisor, explained the
3.5-acre facility just east of the
city skate park and MLK Jr.
Sports Pavilion, includes an 8-
lane, 25-yard competition pool, a
four-and-a-half-foot-deep warm
up pool, a one-foot-depth kiddie
pool with spray features and a
5,353-square-foot Lazy River
pool with a gentle current that
propels people inner tubes around
a figure-8.

"This is (Lazy River) a very
special touch," said Corfman. "I

was born in April and was always
a water-baby. Ever since, I wanted
to do something to give back to El
Centro."

However, tempering the ecstat-
ic outlook is the fact the $5 admis-
sion fee for residents ($8 for non-
residents) will not cover ade-
quately the full costs of opera-
tions. In fact, the city must subsi-
dize each resident's admission
with more than $15 from the city's
general fund, or about $1 million
per year. But the city wanted to

keep fees as reasonable as possi-
ble, explained Council Member
Cheryl Viegas-Walker.

"People say, you can always go
to Yuma," said Walker. "But think
of all the money spent on gas and
their admission is more than $5.
And it's about $13 an hour for
Ricochet (Rec Center). I don't
want to criticize them. But when
we look at it from a recreational
standpoint it's still a good bar-
gain."
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8913

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Calexico Unified School District of Imperial Valley, California,
acting by and through its Governing Board, hereafter referred to as the District will receive up to, but

not later than November 15th, 2019, at 12:00 p.m., sealed bids for the award of a contract for the fol-
lowing:

Fleet Vehicles
Bid No. 2019-003

Such bids shall be received in the Business Department of the Calexico Unified School District: 901
Andrade Avenue, Calexico, CA 92231. Each bid must conform and be responsive to this 

invitation, the information for Bidders, the Specifications, and all other documents comprising the per-
tinent bid documents. Copies of the Bid/Contract Documents are now on file and may be obtained in

the office of the Assistant Superintendent of Business Services at the above address.
The District reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to accept or to reject any one or more items of a

bid, or to waive any irregul
arities or informalities in the bids or in the bidding.

Legal 5830
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 2019

Aquatic Center......................................................................from page eight
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No.: 2018-02729-CA
A.P.N.:054-092-015-000
Property Address: 1620 Virginia Lane, El
Centro, CA 92243

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 08/01/2006.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Alfredo Nunez and Maria C.
Nunez, husband and wife as joint ten-
ants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 08/16/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-039581 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 11/26/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE 939 MAIN STREET,
EL CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-
sonably estimated costs and other charges:

$ 306,456.92
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 1620 Virginia Lane,
El Centro, CA 92243 
A.P.N.: 054-092-015-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 306,456.92.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt
owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.

If the Trustee

is unable to convey title for any reason,
the successful bidder's sole and exclu-
sive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if

applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site http://www.altisource.com/ Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServ
ices.aspx using the file number assigned to
this case 2018-02729-CA. Information
about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to
verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale.
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx

__________________________________
_________
Date: September 27, 2019
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Oct. 17, 24, 31, 2019
Legal 8912

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-694
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Transporte y Logistica Int
375 E Ross Rd. #142
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O Box 8166
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Brenda Luz Dominguez Moreno
375 E Ross Rd. #142
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Brenda Luz
Dominguez Moreno, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Oct. 02,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: Oct. 01, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  5823      
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-702
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Gilead CBD Wellness
301 Wake Ave. Suite 313
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Halim Oscar Marrujo
301 Wake Ave. Suite 313
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Halim Marrujo Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.

Signature: Halim Oscar Marrujo,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Oct. 04,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: Oct. 03, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
A. Pasillas, Deputy
Legal 5824      
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEVER  MISS  AN  ISSUE!

Subscribe to your 
community

newspaper today!
Give Us A Call At 

(760) 339-4899

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-749
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Professional Beauty Products
621 E. Heil Ave. 
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Felipe Acosta

1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Maricela H. Acosta
1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Eva Rodriguez
1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant  commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: November 01, 2004.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Felipe Acosta, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 21,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: October 20, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder

Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5834         
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATEMENT OF ABANDON-
MENT OF USE OF FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 19-747
The following person(s) has
(have) abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s):
Rockwood Cafe

2451 Rockwood Ave. #115
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business was filed
in the office of the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on: May
11, 2018
The full name and residence
address of the person abandoning

the use of the listed fictitious
business name is:
2Gether Group LLC
471 Morongo Dr.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
I, David Ceja Declare that all of
the information in this statement

is true and correct.
Signed: David Ceja, President
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: October 21, 2019.
I hereby certify that the foregoing
is a correct copy of the original
on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-

Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5835  
Publish:  Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019
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Imperial Valley
Happenings

CALEXICO AND IMPERIAL County officials join on Oct.
25 to cut the ribbon at Aroma, a new cannabis facility in
Calexico. DAVID ARAYA PHOTO
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