
BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Built around 1910 near the end of the
Holton Interurban Railway connecting El
Centro to Holtville, the 270-foot Alamo River
trestle has long been the signal  travelers are
about to take the sweeping curve of Highway
115 into this tucked-away community.

The trestle looks worse for wear these
days, heavily blackened with large timbers
left charred from an accidental fire that spread
along the river bottom more than a decade
ago.

With the former rail line sold off in pieces
by its owner, Holtville City Manager Nick
Wells said the city bought the trestle in 2007
or 2008, shortly before the fire. Officials
would like to see the bridge repaired and
incorporated into the Pete Mellinger Alamo 
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LONG A LOCAL landmark and informal greeter for Holtville, the former railroad tres-
tle over the Alamo River was damaged in a fire more than 10 years ago. The city hopes
to get more funding to restore it as part of a walking trail. 
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Holtville Hopes Charred Railroad Bridge Has A Future;
Repair Funds Short

E.C. Council
Member

Jackson Jailed
In Animal

Abuse Case
BY RICHARD 

BROWN MONTENEGRO

After exhausting all appeals,
El Centro City Council Member
Jason Jackson was led from a
Brawley courtroom Nov. 19 to
serve a 10-day county jail sen-
tence for his 2017 guilty plea on
one count of animal cruelty, a
county prosecutor said.

Jackson and his attorney, Raj
Singh, appeared before Superior
Court Judge Christopher Plourd
to review the status of Jackson's
stayed jail sentence. Singh made 

Continued on page 4

1982 SDS CIF 1A Championship Baseball Team
Recognized At Green And Gold Hall Of Fame

MEMBERS OF THE1982 Holtville High School baseball CIF championship team were recog-
nized at the school’s Green and Gold Hall of Fame event on Nov. 16 at the Barbara Worth
Country Club. Top Row L-R: Walter Leimgruber, Richard Baro, Robert Lehnhardt,
Unidentified, Alan Phillips, Perry Leung, Walter Lehnhardt. Front Row L-R: Pete Martinez,
Frankie Nogales, Adrian Martinez. Not Pictured: Alfredo Ibarra, Mike Wilcox, Jimmy Rivers,
Ricardo Vasquez, Manuel Villarreal, Ignacio Ibarra and Coach Sam Faulk (Deceased).  
PHOTO COURTESY LINDA DOLLENTE

Visit Our New Website at holtvilletribune.com
Phone: 760-339-4899         1239 West Main Street, El Centro

Dollar General: Is It A Go
Or Not In Holtville?

BY RICHARD 
BROWN MONTENEGRO

Although plans for a Dollar
General store in Holtville are
moving forward, the retailer's
corporate office still has not com-
mitted to opening in the city and
likely won't do so before next
fall.

"At this time, we are current-
ly in due diligence phase for a
new Dollar General in Holtville,
California, that would be located
off Palm Avenue," Angela
Petkovic, a Dollar General
spokesperson wrote in a Nov. 14
email.

"This means we are review-
ing the opportunity to add a new
store in the area, but we have not
committed to doing so just yet.
Based on our current timeline, we
anticipate to have a final decision
on this by the fall 2020,"  she
added.

Told of  the comment,
Holtville City Manager Nick

Wells quipped, "Not sure what
that is," and added all is fine as
long as the city doesn't lose any
money.

Meanwhile, Holtville plan-
ning consultant Jeorge Galvan
said the first plan check with new
developer, NNN Retail
Development of San Diego, was
finished Nov. 8. The next step is
for the developers to make their
necessary adjustments to the
design work and resubmit it to
the city for further review, though
that likely will not occur before
the end of November, Galvan
said. 

He said the plan check
process comes after the develop-
er has applied for its  building
permits. Planners then go over
the designs to make sure they
adhere to city building codes for
not only the structure itself but
for water and sewer placement,
sidewalks, nearby streets, and
even aesthetics.

Continued on page 3



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

As the Holtville holds onto
about $1.5 million in bond funds
to pay for a new downtown pub-
lic-safety building, increasing
costs seem to continuously to put
the project out of reach. 

The last estimate on the com-
bination fire/police station has
reached $9 million due to elevated
seismic standards on the construc-
tion of public-safety buildings in
California, Holtville City
Manager Nick Wells said.

"The City Council would very
much like to get the project on
track. They realize there's no
money for it, but they check on it
regularly," Wells said during a
Nov. 14 interview with this news-
paper.

Mayor Ginger Ward did not
return several calls seeking com-
ment for this story.

Holtville officials are hoping

Assembly Member Eduardo
Garcia, D-Coachella, can come to
the rescue.

Wells said he spoke with
Garcia's office about four weeks
ago to ask for assistance with
alternative sources of funding,
and that he was told Garcia would
help.

In response to a request for
comment, Garcia stated in a Nov.
18 email to this newspaper, "As
always, my office and I strive to
make ourselves accessible to
identify and share resources. We
were able to help direct the city of
Holtville to some potential public-
safety grant programs. We offered
our continued support and assis-
tance with anything they might
need moving forward to pursue
funding." 

Donated Land
The development of the pub-

lic-safety building has a long his-
tory that started in 2001, when
former Holtville resident Milton
Meek donated 1.71 acres of land

just north of Holt Park to be used
specifically for a new police and
fire station. 

The site north of Sixth Street
between Pine and Holt avenues.

Back in 2007, Wells said the
city took out several million dol-
lars in bonds for city projects,
including what Holtville Fire
Chief Alex Silva said was origi-
nally supposed to be a combined
police/fire station and community
center. 

Wells said bond money was
used to complete the architectural
renderings and final design work
on the public-safety building, with
$1.5 million set aside for the con-
struction. 

With the project ready to go
out to bid, the city council at the
time held up the process at the
11th hour when a council member
got the backing of his fellow
council members to stop the
process and call for a redesign,
Wells said. It was to incorporate
environmentally friendly features
to the building, such as solar pan-
els, eco-friendly building materi-
als and other green features, Wells
added.

Rising Price
Eventually, timing and the

new green features put the costs to
build the station out of reach.
Wells said with a construction
boom making building materials
more expensive and wildfires also
affecting the price of new con-
struction, the price tag on the proj-
ect ballooned to $3 million, then

$3.5 million, even several years
ago.

In another complicating fac-
tor, Wells explained city officials
had to fight to get the state to
release the Meek property back to
the city. When the state dissolved
redevelopment agencies in 2012,
the state tied up the donated land.
Wells said the city had to make
the case that the land was donated
and not purchased by state RDA
funds. 

This year, Wells said, the proj-
ect became a priority of the coun-
cil again, and the city got all new
building estimates in February
that came back at $9 million. 

What's more, Wells said the
city began to get its "ducks in a
row" to attempt to get state
Community Development Block
Grant program funding, but with
CDBG requests capped at $3 mil-
lion, Wells said, "It was no longer
a realistic goal.

"We knew we had to start
looking at other avenues" for

funding, Wells said, and that led
him to Garcia's office.

Silva said the project was
already downsized several years
ago to drop the community center
component when construction
costs began to rise. 

Designed to have three large
bay doors for storing the fire
department's vehicles, Silva said
the building's plans include sleep-
ing quarters for fire personnel and
separate administrative offices for
fire and police staff. The Imperial
County Sheriff's Office handles
city police duties under contract. 

Silva said the renderings also
include a holding room, interroga-
tion room, and changing quarters
He said there is also room for a
two-man ambulance crew and
room for one ambulance.

Silva said Holtville fire usual-
ly has three staff members on duty
per shift and has three fire
engines, two command vehicles
and one brush-fire vehicle to
store.
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Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
NOV. 21: Robert De La Rosa II, Ruth Wilson Jones, Dick
Robinson†, Remi Van Der Linden, Bobbi Evans, Brain
Van Bebber, Shelby King, Kim Santistevan
NOV. 22: Tanner Rothfleisch†, “Slim” Frank Gettle†,
Bobby Turner, Glen Allegranza, George Highley†, Mary
Helen Dollente
NOV. 23: Anthony Young, Mikayla Hulsey, Ben Abatti,
Jr., Lucas Joseph Schaffner, Esther Strahm, Robert De La
Rosa†, Gretchen Johnson, Kim Grizzle, Loren Saldana
NOV. 24: Teresa Espinoza, Carsyn Henry Ludwig, Walker
Josef Iten, Fred Schlotterback, Jonathan Tanaka, Alexis 
Vessey Fleming, Eric Strahm.
NOV. 25: Jennifer Salcido, Yvonne Burgun, George E.
Morris
NOV. 26: Jacob C. Groom, Aubree Rose Wohlford,
George Velasco, Mary Blinka†.
NOV. 27: Ann Marie Britschgi, Haylee Johnson, Amaya
Irungaray, Dustin Allegranza, Jason Turner

Anniversaries
NOV. 21: Mr. & Mrs. Brendon Wolfe
NOV. 24: Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hawk, Mr. & Mrs. Brad
Haley
NOV. 26: Mr. & Mrs. John Chimits, Mr. & Mrs. Brooks
Anderholt

Week of  November 25th, 2019
Soar Above Stigma

(Originally aired on March 2019)
Imagine a high school where youth who were experiencing suffering due to

symptoms of mental health problems didn't have to hide or minimize.
Imagine there was open acceptance and support. Soar Above Stigma, a 

mental health wellness campaign at Southwest High School have taken on
this challenge with their Healthcare Professional students playing a 

significant role in reducing mental health stigma on campus.

Jackie Valadez
SHS HOSA: Future Health Professionals, Advisor

Simran Singh
SHS HOSA: Future Health Professionals, 

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Call Us Call Us AtAt
(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 25 de noviembre
Soar Above Stigma (Volando por Encima del Estigma)

(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2019)
Imagine una preparatoria donde los jóvenes que experimentaban sufrimiento debido a

síntomas de problemas de salud mental no tengan que minimizarse o esconderse.
Imagínese que haya aceptación abierta y apoyo. Soar Above Stigma (Volando por

Encima del Estigma) es una campana de bienestar de salud mental en la preparatoria de
Southwest, que ha asumido este desafío con sus estudiantes de profesionales de la
salud que desempeñan un papel importante en la reducción del estigma de la salud

mental en el campus.
Jackie Valadez

SHS HOSA: Futuros Profesionales de la Salud, Asesora
Alexa Angulo

SHS HOSA Líder de Proyecto de Salud Mental
Alice Valle

SHS HOSA Vicepresidente de Comunicaciones

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m. at 722 E. 6th St. -

Holtville. Questions call 442-271-1911 and ask for
Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community Church
Youth group - every Wednesday night.
Junior High 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study: Mondays @ 6pm at

the Daniel's home (contact the church office for
more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the community to their

weekly Bingo Nights.
Every Wednesday, 6 p.m. and Sundays 1 p.m.
631 Main Street, El Centro

Community Calendar

Come See Us At Our 
New Location

1239 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA

Same Friendly Faces and Great
Customer Service!!

Holtville Far Short In Funding
For New Public-Safety Facility

PHOTO OF THE empty lot across from Holt Park in Holtville
that would be the site of a new fire and police facility if the city
can arrange funding.  CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO



The annual Martin Luther
King Jr. Luncheon and "Stone of
Hope" awards is Imperial
County's preeminent multicul-
tural award event.   Stone of
Hope comes from Dr. King's "I
have a Dream" speech:  "Out of
a mountain of despair, a stone of
hope."  

Dr. King championed a
movement that draws fully from
the deep well of America's
potential for freedom, opportuni-
ty, and justice. His vision of
America is captured in his mes-
sage of hope and possibility for a
future anchored in dignity, sensi-
tivity, and mutual respect; a mes-
sage that challenges each of us to
recognize that America's true
strength lies in its diversity of
talents.    "It is with great honor
that we announce the 2020

"Stone of Hope" awardees, said
Marlene Thomas,   Imperial
Valley MLK committee member.
"The awardees represent the best
of our community. They have
made a difference in the lives of
countless others upholding the
principles of Dr. King".  2020
Imperial Valley recipients are:
Rita Blair
Julio Jauregui
Mario Bustamante
Maribel Padilla
Felicia Carter
Rosa Diaz
Erskine "EJ" Patton
Sylvia Platero
Ernie "Mono" Fierro

The Imperial Valley Martin
Luther King Jr. Luncheon and
Stone of Hope Award Ceremony
will be held January 11, 2020 at
the Old Eucalyptus School

House in El Centro at 12:00
noon.  The community is invited.
For more information contact
IVMLKCELEBRATION@gmai
l.com or 760 235-8412.

BY LUIS BURGOS

After a promising display
throughout the season, the
Holtville Vikings were eliminat-
ed from the CIF playoffs in the
quarterfinals Nov. 15 in a face off
against Mission Bay Senior High
School at home. 

Both home and away stands
featured their fair share of specta-
tors as the game began. The
Vikings failed to gain momentum
during the first half, scoring no
points and allowing two Mission
Bay touchdowns, leaving the
score 14-0 going into the third
quarter. 

Despite a slow start, the
Vikings ramped up their play and
Spencer Hilfiker managed to
throw a touchdown pass to Noah
Jongeward, although the extra
point was missed. 

The score was 14-6 going into
the fourth when Abraham Ramos
caught another touchdown pass
from Hilfiker, this time followed
by a two-point conversion caught

by Jongeward and thrown by CJ
Nunez. 

The 14-14 tie would be the
closest Holtville would come to
victory as Mission Bay managed
to score one last touchdown dur-
ing the fourth quarter for a 21-14
win. 

"We handled ourselves well
against a larger school who also
form part of a much larger divi-
sion," said Vikings Coach Jason
Turner. "We're slowly learning
that we can play 'up' and should-
n't be intimidated."

He added, "I am very proud
of our players and finishing at 8-
3 is definitely something to be
proud of, especially for our sen-
iors, while also being something
to build on for our returning play-
ers."

Regarding next season,
Turner said he already has plans
in mind to better the team's per-
formance. 

"Looking back, I realize that
we could have put in more work
in the offseason and we will for
next year," he confirmed. "We

will have a championship-caliber
roster next year. It will be up to us
coaches and players to perform--
no excuses."

The game against Mission
Bay marked the final high school
performance for many of the
team's roster, a reality the coach-
ing staff has to confront at the
end of every season. 

"Losing all seniors is always
hard," explained Turner. "We
have all spent so much time
together and formed life-long
bonds. We are a family."

Turner reminisced about his
third year as head coach of the
Holtville High School football
team.

"It was a year of change. We
added some coaches, made
changes in our QBs, and contin-
ued to pursue a winning culture at
all levels that will be sustainable
for years to come, with or with-
out me as head coach."

He added, "We have a lot of
room for improvement and it
starts with me. I will get better.
2020 will be better."
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Got News? Call Us,
We Will Help You 

Inform Our Community.
Call 760-339-4899

THE HOLTVILLE VIKINGS defense battles Mission Bay Senior
High School during a CIF quarterfinals playoff game on Nov. 15
at Birger Field. The Vikings were eliminated, 21-14.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

Holtville Vikings Eliminated In CIF Quarterfinals

THE DEPARTING SENIORS of the 2019 Holtville Vikings foot-
ball team. PHOTO COURTESY OF JASON TURNER

Unity Is Our Strength
Announcing The 2020 Imperial Valley Martin

Luther King Jr. Stone Of Hope Awardees

40th Annual Farm Workers
Appreciation Breakfast Of Imperial

County To Be Held In Calexico
Imperial County will

say thank you to its many hard-
working farm workers at the 40th
Annual Farm Workers
Appreciation Breakfast. The
event has transformed from sim-
ply "coffee and sweet bread" to a
full breakfast consisting of
tamales, beans, salsa, sweet
bread, and coffee, which are
served to more than 3,000 farm
workers in the early morning
hours before they go to work.

EDD Director, Patrick W.
Henning will be leading the event
to thank farm workers for their
contributions. Organized by the
Employment Development
Department (EDD) in Imperial
County, the breakfast is spon-
sored by the Center for
Employment Training (CET), the
City of Calexico, the Calexico
Chamber of Commerce, the
Mexican Consulate in Calexico,
and the Farm Worker Services
Coalition of Imperial County

(FWSCIC). The event also is
sponsored by the local agricultur-
al industry, farmers, and contrac-
tors as well as by local business-
es, agencies, and community-
based organizations.

WHERE: America's Job
Center of California 301 Heber
Ave.Calexico

WHEN: Friday, December 6,
2019 from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m. 

WHY: The breakfast began
in 1979 to show appreciation for
the hard work and contributions
of farm workers in Imperial
County. In 1985, the City of
Calexico, the Calexico Chamber
of Commerce and the FWSCIC
joined this effort. One year later,
the CET became a partner and
co-sponsor. Currently the
Consulate of Mexico in Calexico
is also a sponsor and partner.

For more information about
the breakfast, please contact
Dania Luna at (760) 339-2725.



The Imperial Irrigation
District Board of Directors unan-
imously approved issuing a letter
of support for the County of
Imperial’s recent proclamation of
a local emergency at the New
River.

The board took the action
during its November 18 meeting
to bring to the attention of
Governor Gavin Newsom that
the conditions at the New River
“pose extreme danger to the
health and safety of nearby com-
munities and require immediate
action before more residents, vis-
itors and public sector workers
become exposed to toxic sub-
stances and pathogens.”

In IID’s letter to Newsom,
IID Board President Erik Ortega
supports the efforts of the County

of Imperial, which on November
5, declared a local emergency;
the county’s action has been
communicated to the California
Office of Emergency Services.

Considered to be one of the
nation’s most polluted rivers, the
conditions of the New River have
plagued the Imperial Valley for
decades, Ortega wrote. Further,
despite bi-national efforts, the
New River requires more atten-
tion and resources. Raw sewage
bypasses and toxic substances
originating from Mexicali,
Mexico, run north through the
Imperial Valley, exposing these
communities to harmful
pathogens.

“The communities in the
Imperial Valley should no longer
have to be subjected to the vul-

nerability of failing sewer infra-
structure,” Ortega wrote.
“Furthermore, these waters flow
into the Salton Sea, which itself
is in a state of peril.”

The conditions at the New
River are beyond the control of
the services, personnel, equip-
ment and facilities of the County
of Imperial, he added, thus
requiring immediate attention
and additional resources from the
State of California.

For these reasons, IID stands
in support of the County’s procla-
mation of a local emergency at
the New River and urges the gov-
ernor to proclaim a State of
Emergency exists.

River Trail. It runs beneath the
trestle and connects to Palm
Avenue on one side and Earl
Walker County Park on the other. 

There is no urgency for
repairs other than it being one of
many city council priorities. The
city holds about $730,000 in set-
tlement money it intends to use
for  the project, Wells said during
a Nov. 14 interview.

That settlement money was
paid to the city by a nearby pack-
ing shed owner where some
welding sparked the fire that
damaged the trestle.  Wells said
the city sued for damages.

Blaze Recalled
Holtville Fire Chief Alex

Silva remembers the fire well.
About to enter his 11th year as
chief, Silva has been a firefighter
in Holtville for 28 years. The fire
ignited the brush of the river bot-
tom and started heading west,
Silva said, before a sudden
change in wind direction took the
blaze southeast right into the path
of the trestle.

Silva said that in the 1940s,
railroad companies used to cover
exposed wooden beams in cre-
osote, a brown or black oily and
highly-flammable substance, to
prevent dry rot. Silva said when
the fire hit the creosote-covered
timbers of the trestle, "It took off.

"That was one of my first
fires as fire chief," Silva said dur-
ing a Nov. 15 interview. "I used
to walk that trestle bridge as a
kid. It just broke my heart when it
went up."

Wells said the city hopes the
trestle is something that will
attract those out for a walk.

"We're trying to get it
repaired to be more presentable,
more visibly appealing, to make
it nice, but it's got that big burn
scar," Wells said. "But it also
needs a use."

Wells said repairing the
bridge comes with a cost, yet he
implied the city is never going to
get any additional money for the
work unless the repairs lead to
another use for the trestle. Fixing
the bridge alone has come with
estimates of up to $2 million. 

The city manager said the
first estimate came in 2009 or
2010 and the engineering firm
mistakenly assumed it would be
work to get a train running across

the trestle again, so that estimate
was for $2 million. In 2014, a
second estimate involved repair-
ing the fire damage only, and did
not include operational tracks;
that was the $1 million projec-
tion. 

By somehow incorporating
the Alamo River trestle, also
known as the Holton Interurban
Railway bridge, into the design
of a pedestrian walking path or
feature, the hopes are it will open
the trestle to grant funding. Wells
said one plan would be to see the
Mellinger Alamo River Trail fork
off and cross the trestle and cre-
ate a path to the side of 115/Evan
Hewes Highway.

Plans Outlined
The short-term idea is to fix

the trestle and make it walkable,
Wells said. A long-term goal
would be to have a side road from
the trestle/bridge lead all the way
to the Barbara Worth Country
Club so those in golf carts could
take them safely into Holtville.

While creating such a lengthy
trail is a "long-term vision,"
Wells said, "We would first need
the conveyance across the Alamo
River."

Finding a grant and leverag-
ing it to make the bridge/trestle
walkable --- the secondary func-
tion --- would hopefully get the
city where it wants to be in fixing
the fire-damaged focal point,
Wells said. 

He added that if the city does
end up finding a grant, the fire
settlement money could be used
as matching funds or contribute
to the work in some way. Alone,
it will not be enough to do much
of anything.

Wells said he now has the
city's grant writer looking into
options, including general state
Parks and Recreation Department
trail grants. 

"I sure hope it happens,"
Wells said. "The council has
talked about it, but we knew it
was not feasible to fix it (with
just $730,000). It has to have a
beneficial use … so we could
seek that gap funding."

Mayor Ginger Ward did not
return repeated phone calls seek-
ing comment for this story.

Holtville Tribune Thursday, November 21, 2019 PAGE 4

Alamo Bridge........from page one

Jackson..........................................from page one
a motion to terminate Jackson's probation early and
vacate the 10-day jail sentence.

Plourd denied the motion and remanded
Jackson into custody to serve out the sentence
Plourd had originally imposed in August 2017,
Imperial County Deputy District Attorney Heather
Trapnell said.  

"We're happy that he is going to serve the sen-
tence the judge gave him for his crime … Now he
has to serve his sentence, and that's appropriate,"
Trapnell said.

Singh was not immediately available for com-
ment later on Nov. 19 when his office was contact-
ed by this newspaper.

Jackson's custody apparently puts to end an
ordeal that began in February 2016 when felony
animal-cruelty charges were filed against him for
allegedly failing to properly care for a horse he
owned. The horse did not die.

Jackson agreed to plead guilty to one charge of
felony animal cruelty in July 2017 after being given
assurances by Plourd that the case would later be
downgraded to misdemeanor animal cruelty. The
charge was reduced in August 2017, yet the court

still imposed a 10-day jail sentence that prompted
Jackson to request to withdraw his guilty plea,
according to published reports.

When Plourd denied the request, it set off a
lengthy appeals process by Jackson and his second
attorney, Singh, that took Jackson's case all the way
to the California Supreme Court.

Jackson exhausted his legal options in late
September when the state Fourth District Court of
Appeal upheld Plourd's 2017 decision to deny
Jackson's motion to withdraw his guilty plea,
according to published reports.

Jackson owns a local security firm. He was
elected to the council in 2011 and 2015.

Jackson is not alone among local politicians fac-
ing misdemeanor criminal charges. His colleague,
El Centro Mayor Edgard Garcia, is facing trial on
charges of driving under the influence of alcohol. 

Calexico City Council Member Rosie
Fernandez faces charges of driving under the influ-
ence and property-damage hit and run in two sepa-
rate collisions.  

IID Board Issues Letter In Support 
Of New River Emergency

For Publication of Your
Legal Notices Call Us, 

Your County
Adjudicated
Newspaper.

Imperial Valley
Weekly/ 

Calexico Chronicle

760-339-4899
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Obituaries
BEN ABATTI 

1935 - 2019

Services will be held on
November 29, 2019 at St. Mary's
Catholic Church in El Centro  for
Ben Abatti beginning with
Rosary at 10 am followed by
Mass at 10:30 am. Lunch will be
served during a Celebration of
Life in the St. Mary's Parish Hall
after Mass.

Ben Abatti, 84, of Holtville,
California, passed away peace-
fully at home on Friday,
November 8, 2019, with his wife,
Loretta and family, by his side.
Ben was born on January 4,
1935, to Italian immigrants,
Antonia Scalvini and Battista
Abatti. Ben was devoted to his
Catholic faith, his family and his
community. He spent most of his
childhood working on the fami-
ly's small dairy in Heber. He
attended Heber Elementary
School and graduated from
Central Union High School in
1953 where he was involved with
FFA and was a member of the
wrestling team. After graduating
from high school, Ben joined the
Army National Guard where he
served as a Sergeant and as Tank
Commander. 
He continued to serve until he

was honorably discharged in
1961. Ben loved agriculture and
he began working on farms for
Jack Vessey, John Jackson and
Matt LaBrucherie when he was a
teenager. In addition to learning
more about farming from these
men, Ben had the opportunity to
be mentored by Earl Nielson. In
1956, he formed Ben and Tony
Abatti Farms with his brother.
Through hard work and persever-
ance, they developed a diversifi-
cation of commodities including
cantaloupe, mixed melons,
onions, honeydew, and aspara-
gus. Ben enjoyed every part of
the growing process and often
remarked that the melons "looked
like diamonds." In 1967, Ben and
Tony formed Abatti Produce,
Inc., at one point farming over
24,000 acres and employing
7,000 people. 

He was an advocate and key
spokesperson for the Imperial
Valley agriculture industry and
represented farmers and ranchers
at the state level in meetings with
Governor Brown and Governor
Wilson. Ben was a founding
member of the Imperial Valley
Vegetable Growers Association,
served as Treasurer of the
Imperial Valley Sugar Beet
Growers Association and served
on the Board of Western Growers
Association. He believed in
doing what was right and felt it
was important to stand by your
principles. In 2016, he was
selected as Farmer of the Year by
the Imperial County Farm
Bureau and presented with the
National Philanthropy Lifetime
Achievement Award by the
Imperial Valley Community
Foundation. Although he never
abandoned his old flip phone and
was suspicious of the internet and
email, he was a trailblazer in
using technology in his actual
farming operation. 

He was the first grower to plant
trial seedless watermelons, the

first to transition from packing
cantaloupes in wooden crates to
cartons and the first farmer in the
Imperial Valley to use the 1-ton
baler. While he loved farming,
his faith and his family were the
most important aspects of his life.
In 1958, Ben fell in love with a
beautiful Swiss girl, Margaret
Loretta Studer and they were
married on January 23, 1960 at
St. Mary's Church in El Centro.
Over their 59 years of marriage,
they welcomed 5 children and 14
grandchildren. Ben considered
his family to be his greatest
accomplishment and he took
great pride in the fact that his
children and grandchildren
shared his love of agriculture. All
five of his children have contin-
ued the Abatti farming tradition
in Imperial Valley. Nothing
brought him more joy than
spending time with his grandchil-
dren. He was an enthusiastic fan
at their sporting events, an excit-
ed spectator at their performanc-
es and a wise mentor when they
sought his advice. 

Ben was an avid hunter and
enjoyed going hunting with his
children and grandchildren. Ben
was a loyal friend who was
always willing to help others. He
believed it was important to be
involved in the community. He
was an active member of St.
Mary's Catholic Church where he
served as one of the first
Eucharistic Ministers in Imperial
Valley. He was instrumental in
the planning and construction of
the new St. Mary's Church and
supported other Catholic church-
es throughout Imperial Valley. In
addition to his church involve-
ment, Ben contributed to county-
wide youth programs including
4-H, FFA, high school and youth
sports. He organized the first 4-H
BBQ in Imperial Valley in 1976
and began a tradition of helping a
wide variety of organizations
raise funds by serving his famous
deep pit BBQ. His support of 4-H
and FFA members at the Junior
Livestock Auction has provided a
means for students to pursue their
own educational opportunities.
Ben will be deeply missed by the
many people he touched through-
out his life including his friends,
workers, farming colleagues and
especially his family.
He was preceded in death by his

parents, his brothers, Joe, Alex
and Tony Abatti and his brothers
in law Albert and Fred Studer. He
is survived by his wife, his chil-
dren Ben (Judy), Michael (Kerri),
Jimmy (Deborah), Jennifer (Todd
Mitosinka), Anna (Joseph
Dhalliwal) and his grandchildren,
Sarah Jane, Ben, Jordan, Braden,
Cameron, Madison, Michaela,
Matthew, Mary, and Audrey Rose
Abatti; Loren and Ava Dhalliwal,
Annika and Maija Mitosinka; his
sisters Margaret Studer and
Agnes Poloni (Louis) and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

The Ben and Loretta Abatti
Scholarship Fund has been estab-
lished through the Imperial
Valley Community Foundation.
Donations can be made at ivcom-
munityfoundation.org or mailed
to Imperial Valley Community
Foundation, PO Box 2739, El
Centro, CA 92244. Donations

may also be made in Ben Abatti's
name to the Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis (ALS) Association,
Greater San Diego Chapter at
www.ALSASD.org. 

INEZ K. BEVINS 
1915 - 2019

Funeral services were held for
Inez K.Bevins at Greenwood
Memorial Park San Diego, CA,
on November 13, 2019.. Pastor
Meredith "Doc" Seuss officiated
at the service; interment was pri-
vate.
Inez was born in Holtville, CA

on July 14, 1915 and passed
away quietly in her home on
November 2, 2019 at the age of
104. Inez attended all local
schools and graduated from
Holtville High School in 1932. In
December 1932, Inez married the
love of her life, Carl C. Bevins in
Yuma, Arizona and was a house-
wife for 42 years until his passing
in 1974. She was a member of
Cornerstone Community Church
for almost 80 years and served
faithfully as financial secretary
for over 35 years. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband Carl; parents Paul
and Lucy Barioni; her sisters,
Jane Castellaw and Leah
Harrison; brothers Paul Barioni
and Victor Barioni. She is sur-
vived by her daughter Patty
Sharp (Keith) of Holtville; grand-
children, Lance Sharp of El
Centro, Steve Sharp (Chris) of
Holtville and Lori Sharp of La
Quinta; and her great grandchil-
dren, Stephanie Sharp of
Holtville, Kristen Sharp-Smail
(Shawn) of Imperial and Garrett
Pearson Sharp of San Diego.  

VIRGINIA “GINGER”
MAE RIGGS
1947 - 2019

A graveside service will be held
on Monday, November 25, 2019
at 11 a.m.  for Virginia “Ginger”
Mae Riggs at Evergreen
Cemetery in El Centro, CA. 

Virginia "Ginger" Mae Riggs,
72, of El Centro, CA passed away
on Tuesday, November 5, 2019.
Virginia was born on January 20,
1947 in Holtville, CA. She was a
waitress at various restaurants in
Holtville, El Centro and Yuma,
AZ. She was preceded in death
by her father, Arlie Riggs; moth-
er, Mae Riggs; siblings, Arlie Joe
Riggs, Alice Gillespie, Jean
Horton and Ruth Caldwell. She is
survived by her brothers, Paul
Riggs and Jimmy Riggs; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

Dollar General......from page one
In Holtville's case, Galvan

said, the project has to adhere to
an "old historic downtown" motif
that follows certain colors, archi-
tectural features and landscaping.

Although this is the first plan
check with NNN, this was the
seventh plan check for the Dollar
General project, which started
with a different firm, Cross
Development, in May 2017,
Galvan explained.

Dollar General would be
developed on a 42,000-square-
foot lot on the southwest corner
of Palm Avenue/Highway 115
and West Fifth Street. The store
structure is listed at 7,225 square
feet.

The project site is about 300
feet west of a similar store,
Family Dollar, also on  Fifth.

Galvan said NNN was look-
ing to break ground by the start of
the new year, with the build to be
done by the end of March/early
April.

When Dollar General's
Petkovic was informed city offi-
cials believed that Dollar General
was going to build in Holtville,
the public relations person
responded on Nov. 15: "A part of
our due diligence phase includes
securing all necessary permits to
ensure that we can move forward
with a project should we decide

to at the conclusion of that
process." 

No one would confirm how
much the Dollar General project
was costing. No contact informa-
tion could be located for NNN,
Galvan could not say how much
was being spent, and Petkovic
said it was corporate policy not to
discuss costs associated with
developing a new location.

Petkovic was asked how
many jobs would be created by a
project of Holtville's size.

"Should we move forward
with this project, the store would
employ approximately six to 10
employees, depending on the
individual needs of the store," she
wrote Nov. 14.

Holtville Mayor Ginger Ward
did not return repeated phone
calls or return messages seeking
comment for this story.

As far as what Dollar General
would bring to Holtville,
Petkovic wrote: "Dollar General
sells quality, name-brand and pri-
vate brand merchandise such as
foods, health and beauty prod-
ucts, home cleaning supplies,
housewares, stationery, seasonal
items and basic clothing. In addi-
tion to high quality private
brands, Dollar General sells
products from America's most-
trusted brands …"

Call Today!! 
760-339-4899

Please submit
your obituaries to 
holtvillenews@aol

.com. 
If you need 

assistance with
wording, we can

help.
Call us at 

760-339-4899.
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BY JAYSON BARNISKE

With the regional date harvest
steadily underway in late
October, business was booming
for Ahmad Fejleh, the owner of
Westmorland Date Shake. From
seedling to success, the story of
his company involves the
remarkable journey that led him
to the Imperial Valley.

"I came to the U.S. from
Syria in 1977 to go to college. I
started buying and selling dates
because they are very popular
among the Muslim community,
especially during Ramadan," he
said.

Fejleh spoke about date's
sacred and ancient connection to
Islam's Ramadan observance say-
ing, "We fast for religious pur-
poses from sunup to sundown,
refraining from food and water
for one month. The tradition is to

break the fast with dates."
The date, he added, has many

nutritional benefits: "In the
Arabian peninsula people used to
live on just seven dates a day and
a little water. Dates are a super-
food and have a lot of benefits.
They are very healthy." 

Fejleh's found his niche in the
date industry and explained he
used to buy dates in Indio and
Coachella during the '80's and
'90's and take them to be stored in
Los Angeles and sell them during
Ramadan. About 12 years ago, he
made the transition from whole-
saler to farmer/retailer when he
purchased an 88-acre farm west
of the Salton Sea and simultane-
ously opened his retail business.

It took him three years of
hard work to be able to certify
Aya Farm with California
Certified Organic Farmers.

Continued on page 8

Shop Brings Touch Of Middle East
Flavor To Westmorland 

AHMAD FEJLEH, THE owner of Westmorland Date Shake,
shows off some of his shop’s date products, but it also offers a
wide variety of specialty foods.  JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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Schedule an appointment today!

Egg Drop For Holtville
High Science Honors Class

BY YASMIN CORRAL

From Oct. 28 to Nov. 8 the
Freshman Honors Science class
at Holtville High School had an
egg drop test. The students would
drop their eggs and use a limited
amount of materials to decrease
the impact and try to prevent
them from breaking. 

Freshman Rosamaria
Delsilagua said, "Our project was
about dropping an egg and seeing
how it relates to a concussion."

The students were provided
with a material list where they
could choose several items to
protect the egg. However, all the
items contained prices and they
could not go over three dollars.

Angela Loya said, "I used a
carton piece and inside the carton
piece we stretched out cotton

balls on all sides and three rubber
bands to tie it."

Once the students had fin-
ished building their "helmets" it
was time for the drop test. Some
eggs survived, but many did not.

One freshman said, "We had
to drop the egg from 70 inches of
height and with only a limited
budget, so it was very hard. The
first time we dropped it, it did not
survive but the second time, once
we made adjustments, it did."

From Oct. 28 to Nov. 8 the
Freshman Honors Science class
at Holtville High School had an
egg drop test. The students would
drop their eggs and use a limited
amount of materials to decrease
the impact and try to prevent
them from breaking. 

Continued on page 8

AN EGG PROTECTED by members of the Freshman Honors
Science class at Holtville High School during a recent class exper-
iment. The students dropped the eggs and used a limited amount
of materials to decrease the impact and try to prevent them from
breaking. YASMIN CORRAL PHOTO
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Date Shake..............from page eight
"I planted the trees and grew

the trees. And now, the trees have
given us a little fruit and a lot of
work. Our farm does not produce
enough dates to supply the store
and we still buy dates from other
places," he said. 

Fejleh explained that with
time his trees will mature and
have a larger capacity to produce
fruit. 

Westmoreland Date Shake
recently moved one door over
from its original local to expand
its retail operations at 101 W.

Main St. in Westmorland.
Karen Velasco, shop manag-

er, explained there are different
types of dates sold in the store. 

"Usually we have several
types of dates in stock, like
Medjool, Barhi, Deglet Noor,
Zahidi and Khadrawy. Now,
because it's the beginning of the
season, we only have Medjool in
three variations: dry, regular and
juicy."

Velasco spoke about this
year's incoming crop, saying,
"We start the harvest in

September, and we will have all
the other varieties of dates some-
time in November."

The harvesting process is rel-
atively simple. Once the dates are
cut off the tree they are put on a
plate, cleaned and packaged.
There is no curing process.

Westmorland Date Shake has
a showroom that besides featur-
ing dates and shakes sells a vast
selection of local honey and olive
oil.

"We carry local honey from
the Ashurst Bee Company and

olive oil from Desert Olive Oil.
We carry a lot of local goods and
sell some Arabic treats and
Turkish delights. We also import
many other goods from Germany,
Greece, Italy and France,"
Velasco said.

Moving through the store
Velasco spoke about some of the
items on the shelves.

"Some of the Middle Eastern
things we have are cabbage
leaves, grape leaves, pickled
turnips, baba ghanoush, halvah,
baklava and tahini. We usually

have samples for people to try,"
she said.

Fejleh noted he tries to bring
unique delicacies from all over
the world to the Imperial Valley
not sold anywhere else locally.
Still, the store's name explains its
popularity.  

"Our biggest seller here is the
dates and the honey. We have
people driving between Northern
California and Mexico who all
stop here to buy dates. We sell a
lot of dates," he said.

F r e s h m a n
Rosamaria Delsilagua
said, "Our project was
about dropping an egg
and seeing how it
relates to a concussion."

The students were
provided with a material
list where they could
choose several items to
protect the egg.
However, all the items
contained prices and
they could not go over
three dollars.

Angela Loya said, "I
used a carton piece and
inside the carton piece
we stretched out cotton
balls on all sides and
three rubber bands to tie
it."

Once the students
had finished building
their "helmets" it was

time for the drop test.
Some eggs survived,
but many did not.

One freshman said,
"We had to drop the egg
from 70 inches of height
and with only a limited
budget, so it was very
hard. The first time we
dropped it, it did not
survive but the second
time, once we made
adjustments, it did."

Egg Drop....from page sevenNational FFA Convention Features Spanish Opening
Ceremony With a Familiar Face as President 

By Roger Rolfe, 
Holtville FFA writer

Recently, the 92nd National FFA
Convention was held withalmost
70,000 students from all over the
United States converging in
Indianapolis.
Students arrived enthusiastic for the

days ahead, and much to their surprise
the gathering was a little
different.Those from Holtville commu-
nity may have noticed a familiar face
during the opening ceremonies of the
fourth general session. 

Former Holtville FFA chapter presi-
dent and the current California State
FFA sentinel, David Lopez, helped
lead the opening ceremonies in
Spanish. For the first time in National
FFA history diversity was embraced on
a whole new level. 

Many members across the country
speak a second language. Having the
opening ceremonies in a different lan-

guage offered a whole new National
FFA Convention experience. 

"I think a lot of times it's hard to find
your spot in a program and whenever
you see other people like you on stage,
it really inspires you. It was really an
honor to represent, not only California,
but also the Hispanic members in the
program." Lopez said.

Besides Lopez acting as FFA presi-
dent, the speakers who opened the gen-
eral session included Kevin Rivera
from Puerto Rico FFA as vice presi-
dent, Tatiana Ortiz from Puerto Rico
FFA as secretary, Miriam Alvarado
from California FFA as treasurer,
Orlando Suarez from Puerto Rico FFA
as reporter, Karla De La Cruz from
Wyoming FFA as sentinel, and Isaac
Valencia from Galt FFA as the advisor. 
Lopezsaid he was excited when he was
asked to present the opening cere-
monies in Spanish. In the weeks lead-
ing up to the convention he recalled he
was nervous because he had never had

to memorize anything in Spanish
before. 

In preparing he stated that "when I
went home I spent a couple of days
memorizing it, practiced for my mom
and sisters. The day before I left to
head back to Galt, I went to the
Holtville Ag Department to practice
with the gavel and the podium. Mrs.
Cox and Ms. Monita walked in and just
validated me, which was super cool." 
Members of the Holtville FFA chapter
watched the ceremony through the
National FFA live stream in their first
period classes. Students have felt
inspired by Lopez and his journey to
become a state FFA state officer. 

Watching him present the ceremonies
in Spanish at the National FFA
Convention truly made an impact.
"It was great to see a member of our
local chapter making history on a
national level by showing how diverse
FFA really is," one bilingual Holtville
chapter member said.
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-790
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Eight Star Equipment Company
2015 Silsbee Road
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
La Valle Sabbia, Inc.
2015 Silsbee Road
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: July 15, 2014.
Articles of Incorporation:
C1654718
I, Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Jim Castelli, CFO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
12, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 11, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6271    
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

HOROSCOPES:   
NOVEMBER 21-27

THEME: THANKSGIVING

ACROSS
1. Slick grp.?
5. Mountain basin
8. Bygone bird of New Zealand
11. Relating to armpit
12. Pestilence pest
13. End a mission
15. Ancient Greece assembly site,
pl.
16. What little kittens did with their
mittens
17. *Thanksgiving Cranberry con-
coction
18. *Site of the "First
Thanksgiving"
20. "Guilty," e.g.
21. Kiln, pl.
22. ____ Aviv
23. *Give what?
26. Strangling tool
30. Jul. follower
31. Pupil protector
34. Loads from lodes
35. Shows off
37. Part of human cage
38. Source of indigo dye, pl.
39. Laughing on the inside
40. Truly
42. Highest or lowest card

43. Nemo's home plant
45. *U.S. President's magnanimous
gesture
47. Say "no"
48. Plural of carpus
50. Tom Jones's "____ a Lady"
52. *First settlers
55. ____ con Carne or ____ Verde
56. Fe
57. Off-color
59. Popular jeans brand
60. Attention-getting sound
61. Peter, Paul and Mary, e.g.
62. Elvis' "____ Now or Never"
63. ____ someone off
64. Do like goo

DOWN
1. Lout
2. Alka-Seltzer sound
3. James ____ Jones
4. Colored wax stick
5. VIP's influence
6. Compass point, pl.
7. The Count's favorite subject
8. Wry face
9. Black and white mammal
10. *What Thanksgiving celebrant
did?
12. Excessively showy, slang
13. Turkish monetary unit

14. *Macy's parade flyer
19. "Haste ____ waste"
22. Little bit
23. ____ Periódica
24. Connected to Lake Michigan
25. September stone
26. Hurtful remark
27. Synonym to #61 Across
28. Telephone company
29. City in Germany
32. Marine eagle
33. Jack-in-the-box part
36. *First Thanksgiving parade
(Philadelphia) sponsor
38. What Darwin says we do
40. "No room in the ____ for the
travelers weary..."
41. Print from a smartphone
44. Desert mirage
46. ____ Bridge in Venice
48. The ____ of the Bambino
49. What phoenix did
50. Bolted
51. Hurries
52. Hearts and diamonds
53. Claudius' heir and successor
54. British slang for swindle
55. Computer-generated imagery,
acr.
58. Anonymous John

Solutions on page 10

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may need to exercise a
lot of patience this week. Practice
some deep breaths, and find some
relaxing music to keep you calm.
Your patience will pay off.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, your efforts will be fueled
by passion this week. You are like-
ly to put your whole heart behind
projects and your relationships.
Others will respect you for it. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, in order to make real
progress this week, you must eval-
uate your goals and your priorities.
Health should be at the top of this
list, so make an effort to be health-
ier.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, no matter which big deci-
sion you need to make this week,
run some ideas by trusted friends
and family first. They may offer
some words of wisdom. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, others are getting the sense
that you are restless. When you
slow down and think about it, you
will probably see they're correct.
Find a new, challenging project.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Avoid any deep entanglements for
the time being, Virgo. You need to
keep things light until you are able
to devote more time to your various
relationships.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, too many changes happen-
ing really fast could make you feel
a bit off-kilter. Find something that
makes you feel comfortable and
embrace that task or place for now.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Intense feelings could bubble to the
surface this week, Scorpio. Try to
maintain a level head and make the
most of this sudden surge of ener-
gy. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, a personality clash can
be a tricky situation, especially at
work. Take the higher ground and
you will come through unscathed
and better for it.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
This is a super week for new
friendships, Capricorn. Join a new
group or simply strike up a conver-
sation with a coworker with whom
you share an interest. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Take some time now to make home
life a priority, Aquarius. You have
been going hard at work lately, but
now is a great time to make family
a bigger priority. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
You must back up an argument
with research and proof, Pisces.
Get your facts straight before you
forge ahead.
* For Entertainment Purposes
Only
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

Project: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Drinking fountain Removal and Installation

Bid Deadline: January 9, 2020   2:00pm.

Place of Bid Receipt: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE 621E.SIXTH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
of IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, acting by and through its Governing Board,
hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT," will receive up to, but not later than, the above-
stated time, sealed bids for the award of a contract for the above project.

The work consists generally of but is not limited to; construction of Drinking fountain
Removal and Installation per documents at Holtville Unified School District.

Bids shall be received in the place identified above. Those bids timely received shall be
opened and publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place.

Proposed forms of Contract Documents are available at the District's office located at: 

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
621 E. 6TH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250Phone:760 3562974
Fax: 760 356 4936

There will be a non-refundable$ 100.00 fee required for each set of Contract Documents.
Each General Contractor may check out not more than three (3) sets of documents; each
Sub-Contractor may check out one (1) set.

In accordance with the provisions of California Business and Professions Code Section
7028.15 and Public Contract Code Section 3300, the DISTRICT requires that the bidder
possess applicable classification(s) of contractor's license(s) at the time the bid is sub-
mitted. Any bidder not so licensed at the time of the bid opening will be rejected as non-
responsive.

All work must be completed within Thirty Days (30) consecutive calendar days from the
date specified on the Notice to Proceed issued by the DISTRICT. Time is of the essence.
Failure to complete the work within the time set forth herein will result in the imposition
of liquidated damages for each day of delay, in the amount set forth in the Information
for Bidders.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a certified or
cashier's check or bid bond in an amount not less than FIVE percent (5%) of the total bid
price, payable to the District.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

Project: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Electric Bus Charging Station

BidDeadline: January 9, 2020   2:00pm.

Place of Bid Receipt: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE 621E. SIXTH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
of IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, acting by and through its Governing Board,
hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT," will receive up to, but not later than, the above-
stated time, sealed bids for the award of a contract for the above project.

The work consists generally of but is not limited to; construction of Electric Bus
Charging Station per documents at Holtville Unified School District.

Bids shall be received in the place identified above. Those bids timely received shall be
opened and publicly read aloud at the above-stated time and place.
Proposed forms of Contract Documents are available at the District's office located at: 

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
621 E. 6TH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250 Phone: 760 3562974
Fax: 760 356 4936

There will be a non-refundable$ 100.00 fee required for each set of Contract Documents.
Each General Contractor may check out not more than three (3) sets of documents; each
Sub-Contractor may check out one (1) set.

In accordance with the provisions of California Business and Professions Code Section
7028.15 and Public Contract Code Section 3300, the DISTRICT requires that the bidder
possess applicable classification(s) of contractor's license(s) at the time the bid is sub-
mitted. Any bidder not so licensed at the time of the bid opening will be rejected as non-
responsive.

All work must be completed within Thirty Days (30) consecutive calendar days from the
date specified on the Notice to Proceed issued by the DISTRICT. Time is of the essence.
Failure to complete the work within the time set forth herein will result in the imposition
of liquidated damages for each day of delay, in the amount set forth in the Information
for Bidders.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a certified or
cashier's check or bid bond in an amount not less than FIVE percent (5%) of the total bid
price, payable to the District.

L886F14,21 NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

The DISTRICT reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregularities
or informalities in any bids or in the bidding process.

As required by Section 1773 of the California Labor Code, the California Department of
Industrial Relations has determined the general prevailing rates of per diem wages in the
locality in which the work is to be performed. Copies of these wage rate determinations,
entitled PREVAILING WAGE SCALE, are maintained at:

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
DIVISION OF LABOR STATISTICS AND RESEARCH 455 GOLDEN GATE
AVENUE, 8TH FLOOR
PO BOX 420603
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102-0603 415 703 4774
www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr/pwd

and are available to any interested party upon request. The successful bidder upon award
of the con- tract shall post a copy of this document at each work site. It shall be manda-
tory upon the successful bidder to whom the contract is awarded, and upon any subcon-
tractor listed, to pay not less than the specified rates to all workers employed by them for
the Project.

No contractor or subcontractor may be listed on this bid proposal unless registered with
the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5.
No contractor or subcontractor may be awarded this project unless registered with the
DIR pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. This project is subject to compliance mon-
itoring and enforcement by the DIR.

Pursuant to Section 22300 of the Public Contract Code, the Agreement will contain pro-
visions permitting the successful bidder to substitute securities for any monies withheld
by the DISTRICT to ensure performance under the Agreement or permitting payment of
retentions earned directly into escrow.

Job Site
Holtville Unified School District Bus Barn
Corner of Sixth Street ad Viking Way
Holtville, CA 92250

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Legal 8917 Publish: Nov. 21, 28, 2019

L886F14,21 NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

The DISTRICT reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregularities
or informalities in any bids or in the bidding process.

As required by Section 1773 of the California Labor Code, the California Department of
Industrial Relations has determined the general prevailing rates of per diem wages in the
locality in which the work is to be performed. Copies of these wage rate determinations,
entitled PREVAILING WAGE SCALE, are maintained at:

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS DIVISION OF LABOR STATIS-
TICS AND RESEARCH 455 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, 8TH FLOOR
PO BOX 420603
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102-0603 
415 703 4774
www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr/pwd

and are available to any interested party upon request. The successful bidder upon award
of the con- tract shall post a copy of this document at each work site. It shall be manda-
tory upon the successful bidder to whom the contract is awarded, and upon any subcon-
tractor listed, to pay not less than the specified rates to all workers employed by them for
the Project.

No contractor or subcontractor may be listed on this bid proposal unless registered with
the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5.
No contractor or subcontractor may be awarded this project unless registered with the
DIR pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5 This project is subject to compliance mon-
itoring and enforcement by the DIR.

Pursuant to Section 22300 of the Public Contract Code, the Agreement will contain pro-
visions permitting the successful bidder to substitute securities for any monies withheld
by the DISTRICT to ensure performance under the Agreement or permitting payment of
retentions earned directly into escrow.

Job Site
Holtville Unified School District 
621 East 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Legal 8918
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, 2019

Mandatory job-walk at 9:00a.m.on Thursday, December 5, 2019, at the job site
Request for Proposal Available: November 21, 2019
Deadline for Inquiries: January 6, 2020   2:00pm
Proposals due January 9, 2020   2:00pm

Mandatory job-walk at 9:00a.m.on Wednesday, December 4, 2019, at the job site
Request for Proposal Available: November 21, 2019
Deadline for Inquiries: January 6, 2020
Proposals due January 9, 2020   2:00pm

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-806
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
AM Trucking
429 E. 2nd St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Eliu Medrano
429 E. 2nd St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-

menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Eliu Medrano Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Eliu Medrano
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State
or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
15, 2018.

NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: November 14, 2024.
A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5846     
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12,
2019
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CLASSIFIED ADSSUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF

IMPERIAL
In the Matter of:
THE BILL AND BILLEE JEAN
LYALL 1993 TRUST dated
February 12, 1993, as amended
and restated on August 31, 2015
and further amended by First
Amendment dated November 16,
2015 and     by Second
Amendment dated March 14,
2017.
Surviving Trustor, BILLEE
JEAN LYALL, Deceased
Case No.: EPR000620
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF BILLEE JEAN LYALL
[PROBATE CODE SECTION
19003, 19004 and 19040]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the
Imperial County Superior Court,
at 939 West Main Street, El
Centro, California 92243, and
mail a  copy to Paige Anne Lyall,
as Successor Trustee of THE
BILL AND BILLEE JEAN
LYALL 1993 TRUST dated
February 12, 1993, as amended
and restated on August 31, 2015
and further amended by First
Amendment dated November 16,
2015 and by Second Amendment
dated March 14, 2017, wherein
the decedent was the Settlor, at:

Paige Ann Lyall
c/o Patrick M. Pace

Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
Attorneys at Law

444 South 8th Street, Suite A

El Centro, CA 92243
Telephone: (760) 352-7800

The original claim must be filed
with the Imperial County
Superior Court within the later of
four (4) months after the date of
the first publication of this notice
to creditors or, if notice is mailed
or personally delivered to the
creditor, sixty (60) days after the
date this notice is mailed or per-
sonally delivered to you. A claim
form may be obtained from the
court clerk. For your protection,
you are encouraged to file your
claim by certified mail, with
return receipt requested.
Dated: October 31, 2019
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
Patrick M. Pace
Attorney for Petitioner
Endorsed: Nov. 01, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Assigned for all purpose to Judge
including trial:
L.Brooks Anderholt
Legal 6264
Publish: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019

T.S. No.: 2019-01205-CA
A.P.N.: 047-463-006-000
Property Address: 661 Flammang Avenue,
Brawley, CA 92227

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT

ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO

THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 04/01/2009. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Marco Villalobos, A Married Man
As His Sole And Separate Property
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 04/23/2009 as
Instrument No. 2009-012036 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/24/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 939

W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
102,971.12

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed toand now
held by the trustee in the hereinafter described
property under and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 661 Flammang Avenue,
Brawley, CA 92227 
A.P.N.: 047-463-006-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reasonable estimat-

ed costs, expenses and advances at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 102,971.12.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be responsi-
ble for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder's office or
a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-
960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2019-01205-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: November 11, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx

_____________________________________
___________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Nov. 14, 21, 28, 2019
Legal 8914

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

2nd AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Raymond Dale Vanderford
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000622
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Raymond Dale Vanderford
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Georganne Guillen in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Georganne Guillen be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to

administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:

Date: December 13, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court

within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an

inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Endorsed: November 20, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Joselyn Martinez,  Deputy
Legal 6275
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 2019

For All Your
Legal Notices, 

Call Us At
(760) 

339-4899

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Terry Wayne Jessee
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000571
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Terry
Wayne Jessee
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Tim Jessee in the Superior Court
of California, County of:  San Diego
The Petition for Probate requests that
Tim Jessee be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of

Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 6, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.

Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first

issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as

provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Joseph Matuk, Esq.
124 W. Main Street, Suite 200
El Cajon, CA 92020
(619) 441-2500
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial 
11/15/2019 at 02:31:22 PM
By Adriana Garcia, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6270  
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 2019 
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