
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Cool temperatures and a steady breeze were a
sure sign of winter and, despite the whirlwind of

holiday preparations, Holtville residents jammed
Holt Park's gazebo area on the evening of Dec. 5 for
the traditional lighting of the town Christmas tree.

Those gathering also enjoyed the beautiful noise
of Holtville school choirs.

A city sponsored event, Fire Chief
Alex Silva welcomed the throng and
despite threatening skies noted they
hoped it would not rain "and so far so
good." 

Opening the choral extravaganza was
the Finley Elementary School TK (transi-
tional kindergarten) Choir. Principal
Lupita Perez was stationed at the sound
system near the civic center columns to
offer moral support.

"We appreciate having the city partic-
ipate in the tree lighting," she said. "What
I really enjoy is seeing the community
come together and all the various indi-
viduals come out to join the celebration."

Ellen Underwood directed the TK
Choir that performed a spirited medley of
"Wish You a Merry Christmas/Good
Tidings to You" and "Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer."

"It was cute," said Underwood after
she finished conducting the children.
"However, they are only half of our choir.
This is their first time singing (publicly).
But it's good practice for our program on
Dec. 17 at the Finley
Auditorium."

The Finley GATE
(gifted and talented edu-
cation) Choir followed
next with a selection of 
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EMMY VENEGAS, drum Major Holtville High School Band
of Pride at the 2019 E.C. Christmas Parade.

WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Viking Band Participates At
El Centro Parade

Boys And Girls State Alums
Share Their Experiences 

With Veterans
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Ambitious Holtville High
School seniors Ella Hoyt and
Emil Schaffner took time out
from busy schedules to inform
the community about their expe-
rience this year with California
Girls and Boys State.

They are a leadership pro-
gram of the American Legion
founded in 1935 to increase
awareness of governmental
processes while teaching students
about the rights and responsibili-
ties of citizenship. 

The students addressed an
audience of veterans, families
and supporters at Legion Post
138 in Holtville on Dec. 2. 

In the annual event, students
spend a week participating as
part of running mock local, coun-
ty and state governments. Girls
State convened at Claremont
McKenna College, in Claremont,
from June 24-29 and the boys
met at California State
University, Sacramento, June 20-

27. 
Diving in the Political

Stream
Students often engage in

electioneering upon their arrival
and Ella said she  knew she
wanted to go for something big.

"I was head of the Health
and Human Services Department
as an assembly member of the
state legislature," she recalled. "I
had to speak on behalf of my
legislative bill before it goes
before the floor of the assembly.
It was very fast paced, but one
bill we passed was to sustain aid
to veterans."

Ella explained debating was
honestly fun and she thought it
was cool to debate in a govern-
ment setting and follow the
rules. 

"I liked listening to the other
girls and by listening you picked
up pointers on writing a speech--
what to do and what not to do,"
she said.

Toward the end of the 
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Choirs Get Holtville Residents In
Holiday Spirit At Tree Lighting

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A wrong-way driver who died from her
injuries in a Dec. 5 accident has been iden-
tified as Holtville resident Rhoda Jane
Strahm, 82, according to a report from the
California Highway Patrol.

A celebration of life is scheduled for 11
a.m. Dec. 14 for Strahm in St. Paul's
Lutheran Church in Holtville. Strahm was
reportedly active in many community
organizations, especially her church, St.
Paul's, where she participated in the quil-
ters' group. 

Strahm died shortly after she was
rushed to El Centro Regional Medical
Center following a head-on collision with

another vehicle on Highway 111 around
5:20 p.m. Dec. 5, according to the
Highway Patrol. 

Strahm was reportedly driving the
wrong way on the state route, going north-
bound in the southbound lane near Evan
Hewes Highway. The Highway Patrol,
through 911 calls, received multiple
reports of a driver on the wrong side of 111
just prior to the collision.

The Highway Patrol reported Strahm
was driving a 2017 Toyota when she col-
lided with a 2003 Ford pickup driven by a
43-year-old Brawley resident who was
heading south on the highway just south of
Aten Road. Highway Patrol reported 
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THE FINLEY ELEMENTARY School TK Choir performs
at the Holtville Christmas tree lighting ceremony in Holt
Park on Dec. 5. (Far right) Salvador Santana smiling as he
performs. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Holtville Native, Active In Civic
Community Dies In Tragic Traffic Mishap



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Holtville City
Council on Dec. 9 unanimously
gave preliminary approval to a
green-waste recycling program to
comply with California
Assembly Bill 1826. 

The draft ordinance's
goal is attaining a 75-percent rate
of recycled organic waste, which
includes food scraps (no meat or
bone), paper packaging of food,
lawn trimmings, tree and shrub-
bery prunings and other matter
capable of decomposing,
explained City Manager Nick
Wells.

Failure to adopt manda-
tory compliance by 2020 poten-
tially exposes Holtville up to
$10,000 in state fines per day, he
cautioned. But when AB 1826
was implemented in April 2016,
under the original limitations, no
business or institution produced

enough organic waste to fall
under the restrictions, Wells clar-
ified. 

Yet as the threshold low-
ered and continues to drop, more
businesses will qualify to meet
the mandates. Along with com-
mercial and industrial businesses,
restaurants, hospitals, schools,
stores, and residential dwellings
with five or more units must meet
the requirements set by
CalRecycle, the state's oversite
authority. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2019,
by state law businesses that gen-
erate four cubic yards or more of
solid waste per week were to
arrange for organic-waste recy-
cling services. Holtville city staff,
CR & R Waste & Recycling
Services and Imperial Valley
Resource Management Agency
have promoted and met with
businesses to alert them of the
need for compliance.

"California takes in

about 30 million tons of waste
each year," Wells informed the
council. "Around 30 percent of
that is estimated as organic. So,
the state determined green waste
should be composted or turned
into renewable energy instead of
going into landfills, which have
been identified as a significant
source of emissions contributing
to global climate change." 

Holtville already has a
mechanism to meet the mandate,
he further explained. The city has
a contract with the waste hauler
CR & R Inc. to comply with new
state mandates.

Council Member Mike
Goodsell asked how the city
planned to get the word out to
restaurants and others about the
mandate since historically the
city has adopted ordinances only
to have citizens attend later coun-
cil meetings to protest regula-
tions. 

But in a brief interview after
the end of the meeting, Goodsell
explained Wells and City
Attorney Steve Walker will fine
tune the draft ordinance and bring
it back for a final vote in January.

"It's probably no more
than a dozen businesses affected
and we can call them and ask
how they prefer to be formally
notified, regular or email," said
Goodsell. 

Water Tank and Watershed
Upgrades

In other business, Wells
informed the council that funding
to rehabilitate the water-treat-
ment plant was delayed by the
state's Clean Water Revolving
Fund. Initially, the city laid out
plans to do a partial design and
then invest state resources into
the construction but the state
requested a complete design plan
first.

"But CWRF told us

they'll pay any bills incurred yet
asked that no construction begin
until the final design is complet-
ed," said Wells. "So now we'll
design first then put out requests
for proposal. Design should take
two and a half to three months
and construction is estimated at
about one year."

Alamo River and Housing
Discussed

Holtville also received
$3.1 million to build a wetlands
project in the bed of the Alamo
River, Wells explained. The proj-
ect will divert water back and
forth into various channels that
will filter it and send it back into
the river in a cleaner state. The
design should be completed by
the end of the year.

Three apartment com-
plexes are in various stages but
none have broken ground just
yet, Wells added. The Fern Street
Crossing Apartments are between
Fourth and Fifth Streets. Their
plans are waiting for approval by
the city engineer and that should
be complete by Christmas.

A proposal was made to
build an apartment complex in
the southeast corner of the city
but there are no plans submitted
yet. Then, there is the Mellon
street Apartments on Ninth
Street, but they are still going
through the California
Environmental Quality Act
review. At this point, there are
just artist renderings but no blue-
prints and the project has been in
the pipeline for the past year.

"We welcome the addi-
tional housing," said Wells.
"We'd like to attract more
because there is a bit of a short-
age. Our preference is for more
single-family homes. That is not
up to the city but for developers
to submit a proposal."   
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Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
DEC. 12: Pedro Rivera, Jeff Smith, Dolly Smith†, Ricky
Von Flue†, Cameron King 
DEC. 13: Lori Allegranza, Nicholas Allen Dexter, Paige
Nicole Brady, Terrance Peeks, Robert Miller, Ralph 
Strahm, Myrl Chambers†
DEC. 14: Maximo Eric Dollente, John Durrer†, Elisa
Strahm, Kylie Chi
DEC. 15: Jo Ellen Thorburg Hill, AJ Wilson, Carly Jane
Kemp
DEC. 16: Derek Richard Hilfiker, Everly Jane Wolfe,
Lynee Pacheco
DEC. 17: Gianna Irungaray, Wheng Allegranza, Erica
Thornburg, Kenny Paul Thompson†, Mike Iten
DEC. 18: Melanie Kilgore Cherry, Anahi Hernandez

Anniversaries
DEC. 12: Mr. & Mrs. Brian Emanuelli
DEC. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gettle, Mr. & Mrs. Alan
Bornt, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Poloni
DEC. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Merten, Mr. & Mrs. Dan
Carey
DEC. 17: Mr. & Mrs. Glen Allegranza
DEC. 18: Mr. & Mrs. Dale Ming

Week of  December 16th, 2019
The Ever Forward Club

(Originally aired on May 2018)
“If we don’t initiate the young men, they will burn down the village”-

African Proverb. Our Nation’s young men of color are getting disciplined in
school, dropping out, and facing unemployment and involvement in the

criminal-justice system at disproportionately high rates. Club mentors create
a safe space for young men to come together weekly in circles to have fun,
enjoy food and engage in the process of removing the mask of masculinity;
peeling off the layers of pain, frustration, fear, sadness and disappointment.
Though this work, the young men start to show up with greater passion and

purpose, which provides them with a clearer life direction.

Ashanti Branch, M.Ed.
Founder/Executive Director

The Ever Forward Club

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Call Us Call Us AtAt
(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 16 de diciembre
The Ever Forward Club (El Club Siempre Adelante)

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2018)
“Si no iniciamos a los jóvenes, incendiaran la aldea”-Proverbio Africano. Los

jóvenes de color, de nuestra nación, son disciplinados en la escuela, abandonan la
escuela, enfrentan el desempleo y participación en el sistema de justicia penal a

tasas desproporcionadamente altas. Los mentores de The Ever Forward Club
crean un espacio seguro para que los hombres jóvenes, se reúnan cada semana en

círculos para divertirse, disfrutar de los alimentos y participar en el proceso de
eliminar la mascara de la masculinidad; despegando las cajas de dolor, frustración,

miedo, tristeza y desilusión. A través de este trabajo, los jóvenes comienzan a
aparecer con mayor pasión y propósito, lo que les proporciona una dirección de

vida mas clara.
Ashanti Branch

Maestría en Educación
Fundador/Director Ejecutivo The Ever Forward Club

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m. at

722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911 and
ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30

p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:

Mondays @ 6pm at the Daniel's
home (contact the church office
for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the com-

munity to their weekly Bingo
Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m. and
Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

Community Calendar

Holtville Council Moves Green-Waste Ordinance Forward

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A judge has ordered that El
Centro City Council Member
Jason Jackson's probation stem-
ming from a 2017 animal-cruel-
ty conviction be revoked for
violations of probation that
include traffic infractions and
alleged perjury over those
infractions, according to infor-
mation provided by a senior
county prosecutor.

Jackson, who recently
served a 10-day jail sentence on
the conviction after exhausting
all his appeals, was ordered to
an arraignment and probation
revocation hearing Dec. 9 by
Superior Court Judge
Christopher J. Plourd, who
presided over the original ani-
mal-cruelty case.

Jackson was apparently
released on his own recogni-
zance Dec. 9 and ordered to
attend a second hearing on the
matter scheduled for 8:30 a.m.
Jan. 8 in the Brawley West
Department courtroom, accord-
ing to senior county Deputy
District Attorney Heather
Trapnell. 

Jackson, through a new
attorney in the case, is apparent-
ly attempting to have Plourd
disqualified from hearing the
probation revocation case
against him, according to other
published media reports. No
information on that attempted
disqualification was immediate-
ly available by deadline.

During a Nov. 19 hearing
where Jackson was remanded
into custody to serve his 10-day
sentence, he was also trying to
terminate his probation early
through his attorney Raj Singh, 

Continued on page 4

Jackson
Arraigned For
Violation Of
Probation;
Released

Pending Hearing
In January
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Boys and Girls.......from page one
week the students presented a

civic expo. 
"We set up a tent and had a lot

of greenery," Ella remembered.
"Our town was called
Summerville. And we produced a
newspaper and explained how
our city functioned." 

Emil recalled he followed a
different path, avoiding elected
office, he still engaged in the
political process by "passing the
bar exam" and becoming a
lawyer. 

"Our lead counselor, Dale
Major, was a lawyer in real life,"
said Emil. "He  said we'd need a
lot of money to fund our legisla-
tive programs. But my friend,
Oscar, said a lot of students
would wind up arrested. So, we
set up a bail bonds business."

Many students were arrested
once their government began
changing the colors of the stop
signs, he explained. 

"I got a lot of people out of
paying traffic tickets," Emil said.
"On 'Capital Day' we helped get a
bill passed to let high school stu-
dents start school at 10 a.m. (as
per recommendation of the
Centers for Disease Control)."

Mentors Frame Legacy of
Civic Programs

Andrew Lowenthal, former
Imperial County Sheriff's Office
deputy, addressed the Post 138
audience later in the evening. A
former Holtville resident, he now
lives near Austin, Tex., yet he still
serves as adjutant for Post 138. 

"Boys and Girls State pro-
vides opportunity for our high
school juniors to learn the pros
and cons of crafting government
legislation," he said in an inter-
view. "It will prepare them for
their future. There's the Eagle
Scouts and then there's the Boys
and Girls State. Those who man-
age well here will go on to suc-
ceed in the outside world."

Helina and Shannon Hoyt,
attended in support of their
daughter Ella. Helina explained
Girls State is a great opportunity
to spend time with like-minded
peers who are proactive in their
communities.

"Even though their opinions
are different, they learned they
had to cooperate to achieve a
common goal," said Helina.
"Now, with every college appli-
cation we receive they want to
know what leadership, communi-
ty engagement and volunteer
experience you've had."

Insider Advice From a Vet
Carlos Zaragoza, the brother

of Sgt. Victor Zaragoza who is
honored on Holt Park's memorial
wall, is a veteran, Post 138 mem-
ber, and advocate of Boys and
Girls State. He chatted with Ella
and Emil after their presenta-
tions.

"Kids are one of the main rea-
sons to participate (in Boys and
Girls State)," he stressed.
"American Legion is all about
patriotism ... and integrating our
presence in the community."

Inconspicuously overseeing
the evening's pot luck dinner and
speakers John Jordan, command-
er of Post 138, has devoted 34
years to the American Legion
Post. He explained Boys and
Girls State is an opportunity to
learn what is outside Holtville.

"It's a chance to interact with
kids their own age group," he
said. "They learn about other
parts of California. We're known
in Imperial Valley for farming.
But they farm in the Central
Valley, as well as up north,
Lassen County. These kids (Ella
and Emil) they met had no idea
where Holtville was. But they do
now."

Ella Hoyt, a Holtville High School senior, on Dec. 2 presents a
scrapbook of her experiences at the Girls State student govern-
ment program to members and guests at American Legion Post
138.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

MEMBERS AND GUESTS at American Legion Post 138 on Dec.
2 are engrossed with Holtville High School senior Emil
Schaffner's remembrance of his participation in the Boys State
student government program.

Bicyclist Killed In Highway 111 Collision
Staff Report

On Dec. 10 at approximately 5:30 a.m. Calexico
public-safety personnel  responded to State Route
111, south of Jasper road, regarding a traffic colli-
sion with possible injuries.  

When the Calexico police officers arrived they
noticed an adult male, approximately 35 years of
age, and a bicycle laying on the southbound lane's
west edge.  Due to the bicyclist's appearance, he
was apparently deceased.

The adult male driver of a vehicle, about 40
years of age, reported he was traveling southbound
at approximately 60-65 miles per hour on 111 pass-
ing Jasper Road.  The driver then suddenly saw a
bicyclist traveling southbound in front of him in the
middle of the lane.  The driver attempted to swerve
out of the way, with no avail, colliding into the bicy-
clist.

There was no detection of an alcoholic beverage
emitting from the driver or the bicyclist.  The driv-

er volunteered to get his blood drawn to rule out any
possibility of him being under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage.  The traffic collision is under
investigation. No names were immediately
released.           



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

It all started with a seed of an
idea at the Boys & Girls Club of
Imperial Valley --- first in
Brawley, then spreading to
Holtville --- to cultivate an
appreciation of plant life in
young people by acquainting
them with the natural world sur-
rounding them.

Gaby Casas, Boys & Girls
Club unit manager in Brawley,
four years ago helped launch a
club garden when the organiza-
tion got a grant from the
California Wellness Foundation
based in Los Angeles. 

"We wanted to promote
healthy lifestyles," said Casas,
who transferred to the Holtville
Boys & Girls Club three years
ago. "We started growing car-
rots, broccoli and cauliflower,
then theme gardens like the salsa
garden, with tomatoes, onions
and cilantro. Then we got Vince
Zazueta (manager of the Harding
Elementary School garden in El
Centro and a private growing
consultant) to teach the children
how to grow their own fruits and
vegetables. I split them into two
groups: kindergarten through

second grade and third grade
through the sixth."

Zazueta, a master gardener
and University of California,
Davis, agriculture graduate,
arrived about 3:30 p.m. Dec. 10
at the club site at the St. Paul's
Lutheran Church campus in
Holtville. He began a session by
reading from the classic chil-
dren's book, "Owl in a Straw
Hat" by Rudolfo Anaya, known
as one of the founders of con-
temporary Chicano literature.

"I want the kids to learn
about the natural world,"
Zazueta said. "I hope that when
they become more aware of the
environment, they acquire an
appreciation of science."

Children express a natural
affinity for gardens

Rhodey Boston, a third-grade
student at the Pine School,
explained he recently helped
plant broccoli at the garden and
brought some home.

"I don't really like broccoli,
but I did like playing with the
worms (in the compost)," he
admitted. "But I like cucumbers,
especially in a salad." 

Rhodey's mother added when
she arrived to pick him up, "As
long as it has ranch dressing over

it. I discovered that a long time
ago."

"I don't garden at home,"
Rhodey confided. "But I like
watermelon and blueberries.
And I liked the pomegranates we
ate today."

Zazueta broke open a pome-
granate and dished out the sweet
innards of the fruit. Zazueta cau-
tioned the children to be careful
not to spill the pomegranate
seeds from the Styrofoam cups
because they can cause a perma-
nent stain on their clothes.

"The seeds look like little
salmon eggs," Rhodey declared.

All the children of the garden
club were delighted with their
pomegranate treats, most of
whom asked for second and third
helpings. 

Maddy K., a Finley school
fifth-grade student, has been
attending a previous garden club
session and noted she hopes she
returns more often. 

"I help my neighbor,
Michelle, plant fruits and veg-
gies," Maddy said, who Casas
asked her last name not to be
used, like the rest of the children
interviewed. 

"I helped plant pumpkin
seeds. And then in the fall we

had a pumpkin pie. And we also
mad giant fruit salads with
apples, watermelon and cucum-
bers," Maddy added.

Davis S., a sixth-grade Pine
School student, admitted his first
attempts at planting were less
than successful.

"But we planted cucumbers
and spinach and those were pret-
ty good," he said. "I also did a
shishito (an east Asian pepper)
today. It was the first time I

heard of it. I like the garden club
a lot. And I may try it at home, I
live just across the street."

Carmela V., a third-grade stu-
dent at Finley School, has been
in the garden club for three
years.

"I like that we can plant the
vegetables and I get to play with
the worms in the pile of dirt and
newspapers (compost)," she
said. "My favorite are carrots,
but I also like black olives, cel-
ery and cucumber. My mom asks
me to help plant her cactus. And
I help my neighbor plant sun-
flowers."

Education at the root 
Zazueta sees the garden as a

perfect teaching moment.
"I want the kids to become

good stewards for the environ-
ment," he said. "Research shows
that kids who work on school
gardens grow into adults who are
environmentally concerned. And
as adults they are better
informed. Even the top of the
news stories are talking about
climate change, and how it's
affecting the wildfires and
floods. It's the next generation
that must solve these chal-
lenges."

Casas noted the garden club
is working well under Zazueta's
direction.

"Vince teaches the children
about the plant cycle, from seed
to flower to fruit," she said.
"Then it dies, and we collect the
seeds and start the cycle over
again. Now the Holtville garden
is expanding. The kids really
love it and it helps with their
education."

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO

BROWN

After recently maintaining he
would not seek a fifth term to the
Imperial Irrigation District board,
Division 2 Director Bruce Kuhn
reversed course on Dec. 6 and
filed his re-election paperwork
for the March 3 primary.

Weighing an outpouring of
support for him to run again with
what he called "reckless" and
"dangerous" ideas being put forth
by at least one candidate vying
for his seat, Kuhn said he felt like

he must seek another term. 
Those ideas he said he's refer-

ring to are talk about attempting
to "do away" with the current
water transfer between the dis-
trict and the San Diego County
Water Authority that was
approved in 2003, and closing the
door on any talk of more trans-
fers. Kuhn would not name the
candidate to which he was refer-
ring.

"If we did away with the water
transfer, it would affect everyone,"
Kuhn said during an interview
Dec. 9. "It's an absolutely reckless
thing to say."

Potential 'Harm'
Although an IID board majori-

ty would be needed to pass such
measures--and Kuhn said he
believes that would never happen--
he added a candidate simply
espousing those ideas to a larger
audience in the Colorado River
basin would do "harm" and poten-
tially create "discontent" among
other river users the district does
not need. 

He said he believes such talk
could draw unnecessary eyes to the
district's use of water at a time
when outside entities still question
IID's longstanding position as
among the senior water-rights
holders on the river.

"It's an alarming message and I

could not stand idly by with so
many people asking me to recon-
sider" my candidacy, Kuhn said,
adding in recent weeks he has had
more than 200 personal, phone and
email contacts with constituents
asking him to run again. 

Candidates who have filed to
run for Kuhn's seat are El Centro
residents John Brooks "J.B."
Hamby, Ryan Childers and Dilda
McFadden. While no record of any
of them was found saying the IID-
San Diego County water transfer
should be done away with,
Hamby's advertising to date has
often emphasized protecting water
rights.

Hamby Responds
When contacted Dec. 9 con-

cerning his position on the current
water transfer and being told of
Kuhn's implications, Hamby said
previous media reports have taken
some of his positions out of con-
text or oversimplified them and
have required him to issue clarifi-
cations.

Hamby added Dec. 9 that
while he does think the water
transfer has been economically and
ecologically "devastating" to the
Imperial Valley, he understands the
16-year-old transfer is a binding,
legal contract. However, he reiter-
ated that if elected to the board he
would propose any future consid-

erations of water transfers be sub-
ject to two-thirds public approval
by the county's electorate.

Kuhn maintained Dec. 9 even
though the water transfer was an
unpopular decision, it has allowed
the district to help support IID
water department operations
through $125 million a year in
annual revenue. It has also allowed
the district to basically subsidize
the cost of water from $40 an acre-
foot to what is now $20 an acre-
foot for both agricultural users and
cities that buy untreated water
from the district. 

"If we don't use all the water
we have (through this transfer), it
goes to Metropolitan Water
District (of Los Angeles) for free.
… It's an underrun if we don't use
it all, and if it's an overrun, we
have to pay it back," Kuhn said.

Hamby added Dec. 9 that
Kuhn's position on water in the
Valley seems to be "conserve more
and monetize," while his own dia-
metrically opposed view is "pre-
serve daily and diversify."

The 68-year-old Kuhn served
on the board from 1996-2004
before losing his re-election bid.
He ran again and was elected to a
third term in November 2012 and a
fourth in 2016. His current term
expires in December 2020.
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Kuhn Reverses Course And Files For Re-Election To IID Board

BRUCE KUHN
PHOTO COURTESY OF IID

Accident ..............from page one

Strahm was driving a 2017
Toyota when she collided with a
2003 Ford pickup driven by a 43-
year-old Brawley resident who
was heading south on the high-
way just south of Aten Road.
Highway Patrol reported officers
responded to the scene within
minutes of being informed of a
wrong-way driver in the area.

First responders found the
Toyota in the center median of
the highway and the pickup on

the right shoulder. Officers on the
scene attempted life-saving
measures on Strahm. The driver
of the pickup was believed to
have sustained a fractured right
leg in the accident. Both parties
were transferred to ECRMC by
ambulance.

Both drivers were wearing seat
belts and no impairment appears
to be a factor in the collision,
Highway Patrol reported.

Holtville Boys & Girls Club Finds Way To The Garden Of Eating

VINCE ZAZUETA, B &G Club garden manager, instructs 
children on fine points of gardening in Holtville, Dec. 11. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS
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Choice of Tri-Tip or Chicken 
Menudo served at midnight

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

With a half-century of expe-
rience in the airline industry,
Brawley Municipal Airport man-
ager Tom Mills works to keep the
facility in near-pristine condition
despite the recent decline in aeri-
al traffic.

"We are very proud that the
airport operates with no funding
from the city of Brawley. The air-
port always operates in the blue
and is still able to pay for itself,"
Mills said.

There is an average of 100
flights in and out of the Brawley
airport each month, he said.

Located in the northern part
of the city off Ken Bemis Drive,
the city owns the airport, which
funded by several different
means. 

All airports in California
receive funding from an aviation
fuel tax managed by state

Department of Transportation
and from an airline ticket tax reg-
ulated by the Federal Aviation
Administration. The Brawley air-
port also earns its income with
hangar rental fees and aviation-
fuel sales. 

The fueling station at the
Brawley airport charges pilots for
fuel with a credit-card machine
that is still operating on a land
telephone line. Soon that device
will be upgraded to a wireless
Internet connection, Mills said.
The city earns a fee from each
gallon of fuel sold at the airport.

Constant maintenance and
upgrades are necessary to keep
the Brawley airport in operation.

"The airport is in excellent
condition. In the past few years
we have redone the parking
ramp, upgraded the taxiway, and
improved the asphalt around the
hangars," he said.

Mills outlined past and
future projects at the airport. 

"Last year, the airport redid
all the lighting for the entire air-
port with LED lights that save on
electricity and improve visibility
on the ground and from the sky.
The next big project for the
Brawley airport will be repaving
the runway."

Mills made sure to give
credit to Brawley's Public Works
Department for actively pursuing
funding for the airport. 

"To get FAA funding, you
have to submit your request five
to seven years before the pro-
posed building date," Allen Chan
of Brawley Public Works said.
"We plan on having funding for
the new runway sometime in
2021 or 2022."

Many local farmers and
businessmen own or pool
resources to own a private plane.
The Brawley airport has 60
hangars and only four vacancies.
Hangars in Brawley rent for $120
to $180 a month.

The Brawley airport hosts
more privately owned aircraft
than the Imperial airport because
it has more hangar space. 

Plans at the Brawley airport
also include building larger
hangars, which would allow
locals to own a larger class of air-
plane.

"We have plans for execu-
tive hangars and an area dedicat-
ed for it, but the airport is waiting
for either investors or someone
who wants to rent a larger hangar
before building it," Chan said.

Despite the condition of the
airport, aviation traffic in
Brawley has sharply declined in
the past decade. Mills attributed
the decline to changes in the agri-
culture industry. His experience
as a crop-duster pilot gives him a
unique insight into the nature of
the decline.

"In the '70s and '80s there
were over 40 local crop-duster
companies. Now there are only
10," he said.

Mills cited two causes for a

decline in the crop-dusting indus-
try. "Farming has become so effi-
cient with water usage that farm-
ers are able to grow more pro-
duce using less land. This means
there is less acreage that needs to
be sprayed."

The second and even more
prominent reason, he said, is that
"modern chemicals are easier on
the environment and easier on the
insects. This includes the benefi-
cial insects in the fields. Overall
there is less treatment in the
fields because of the new chemi-
cals being used."

REACH Air Medical
Services bases some of its impe-
rial Valley operations out of the
Brawley airport. "REACH keeps
a helicopter at the Brawley air-
port so they can get to people at
Glamis as fast as possible," Mills
said.

Rain or shine, the Brawley
airport will keep its three flags
blowing in the wind guiding
local pilots home. 

Jackson.........................from page two

according to court filings pro-
vided by Trapnell. In those pro-
ceedings, Plourd determined
Jackson had not successfully
completed probation as he
maintained in his declaration
because he was convicted of
two criminal infractions, which
were traffic-related.

Jackson violated his probation
several times, the first two
times by being convicted of
speeding. He was found guilty
after a jury trial June 7 and a
guilty plea July 11, according to
court documents.
By filing a false declaration in
support of a motion to modify
his probation to reduce his jail
sentence and terminate his pro-
bation early, Jackson again vio-
lated his probation by not

remaining law abiding, stated
the court filing.

According to court docu-
ments, Plourd believes the court
found probable cause to believe
Jackson also perjured himself
by preparing false documentary
evidence in the motion to vacate
the terms of his probation early.

According to the court filings,
Singh asserted in his motion to
vacate, "Because Mr. Jackson
has no criminal history prior to
the instant (pending) case and
has not committed any proba-
tion violations or criminal
offense since the date of the
incident, early termination of
probation is warranted in the
instant case."

The court filing quoted
Jackson as saying, "I am mak-

ing this request because I have
performed well on probation. I
have no prior or subsequent
criminal history. I have no pro-
bation violations. I have been a
model citizen."

Jackson pleaded guilty to ani-
mal-cruelty on Aug. 17, 2017.
He was initially charged with a
felony, which was reduced to a
misdemeanor, for having a
horse named Raider in his care
for which he failed to provide
with proper food. He was sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail and
probation, which set off a spate
of appeals by Jackson in
attempt not to serve the jail sen-
tence.

THE RUNWAY TO the little-used Brawley Municipal Airport is
shown. City officials say funding to rebuild the runway should be
coming to the city in 2021 or 2022. The Federal Aviation
Administration, which administers the funding, receives requests
five to seven years in advance, said Allen Chan of the Brawley
Public Works Department.  JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTOS

Tree Lighting........from page one

some favorite pop Christmas
tunes. The older elementary stu-
dents especially put gusto into
classics such as "Rocking Around
the Christmas Tree" and "Jingle
Bell Rock." This ensemble was
under the direction of Lovette
Stiff.

Yvonne Moreno, of the Viking
Band Of Pride, explained prior to
her Advanced Choir performing
they had six selections ready but
admitted it was hard to single out
a stalwart number.
"I always loved "Feliz Navidad"

because everyone sings along,"
she said. "It's nice to have people
sing in Spanish. And I love
watching the little ones sing and
dance. It's exciting to see them
get excited about music. They're
the future and we (teachers)
know we'll inherit them eventual-
ly."

At the opening number, "Last
Christmas," soloist Victor
Valencia was showered with calls
of encouragement from class-
mates in the audience. 
That was followed by a chilling
rendition of Leonard Cohen's
"Hallelujah" by the sopranos and
tenors section of the Advanced
Choir and that segued into a soul-
ful "Let it Snow."  The soloist,

Nicholas Singh, had a good vocal
range that helped propel the
melody along.

"I like singing it and I like the
Christmas season," he said. "It's
an opportunity to hang out with
family. We'll be visiting my
grandparents in Los Angeles. I
last visited there a year ago and
it's a fun place to be."

Raphael Espinosa, baritone and
tambourine accompanist of the
Advanced Choir, explained the
tree lighting was a good opportu-
nity to let residents know what
the choir is about.

"We always give the audience
the best we have," he said. "All
the choral pieces we perform
have something special."

Annel Alvarado, a senior, sang
"O Holy Night" as a soloist with
a lilting charm in her voice.
"I really enjoyed it, especially
since this is my last year in
choir," she said.

Debbie Fjeldsted, the grand-
mother to Sophia Lyerly, a junior
who sang in the sopranos and
tenors section of the Advanced
Choir, said, "I'm really proud of
this choir."

SEE PHOTOS ON 
PAGE 6

Brawley Airport Stands Ready For Takeoff
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Visit Our New Website: hotvilletribune.com

Tree Lighting
At Holt Park

MEMBERS OF THE Holtville High School Advanced
Choir sing at the Holtville Christmas tree lighting cere-
mony in Holt Park on Dec. 5.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

THE FINLEY ELEMENTARY School TK Choir per-
forms at the Holtville Christmas tree lighting ceremony
in Holt Park on Dec. 5.
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The American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer

Unit 138 Holtville, California, Led
The Charge For Care Packages To

100+ Forward Deployed Sailors

Call 760-339-4899
to subscribe today!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
BRADLEY KEFFER UNIT 138
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Rhoda Jane Strahm 
1937 - 2019

A celebration of life will be held
at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, for
Rhoda Jane Strahm,  548
Chestnut Ave., Holtville, on
Saturday, December 14, 2019 at
11 a.m. 

Rhoda Jane Strahm, 82, of
Holtville, passed away December
5, 2019. Jane was born at home in
Holtville on January 24, 1937 to
Lillian and Walter Neidiffer. She
was raised in a large family of
nine children. Her father was a
local sheepherder and farmer, and
mother was a teacher at various
Imperial Valley schools. Jane
attended Holtville schools and
graduated from Holtville High
School. She then worked for
Bernice Case doing bookkeeping
for the Cinderella Dress Shop.
On June 18, 1955 she married
Walter Strahm of Holtville. 

They had three sons, Ralph,
Loren and Roy. She was a loving
wife, mother and grandmother

who took great delight in her
family. She was involved in vari-
ous organizations and actives.
She was an active member of St.
Paul's Lutheran Church. She
enjoyed swimming, traveling,
quilting, crocheting, spending
time with friends, and being with
her family. 

Jane was preceded in death by
her parents, Lillian and Walter
Neidiffer; her husband, Walter
Strahm; brothers, John and
Frank; sisters, Mary Ann, Lillian
and Catherine. She is survived by
her sons, Ralph (Nancy), Loren
(Rayleen) and Roy (Cindee); her
grandchildren, Eric (Shaina),
Matthew (Chelsey), Christine
Bornt (Simon), Melanie, Ellison
and Eva and seven great-grand-
children; sisters, Nancy Lambert,
Edith Neidiffer and Kristin
Britschgi. 

In lieu of flowers, Memorial
gifts may be given to the follow-
ing: St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
548 Chestnut Ave., Holtville, CA,
92250 or The Imperial Valley

Pioneers Museum 373 Aten
Road, Imperial, CA 92251. 

Dana Winthrop Murphy 
1934 - 2019

Military service will be held for
Dana Murphy on December 17,
2019 at 11:30 a.m. at Miramar
National Cemetery. 
Dana Murphy, 85, of Oceanside,

CA passed away on November
25, 2019. He was born on July 3,
1934 in Boston, MA. Dana
served in the US Army and
received degrees from Harvard
(A.B. & M.P.A.) and University
of Washington (Ph.D.). He was
Associate Dean, Academic
Affairs and later a Faculty
Member at SDSU IV Campus
(1980-2008). 

Dana is survived by his loving
wife, Gloria; their children, Brian
(Andrea) and Jennifer (Keith);
grandsons, Ethan and Gavin.  

Grace Verdugo Cecena 
1930 - 2019 

Mass will be held on Thursday,
December 12, 2019 at 10 a.m. for
Grace Verdugo Cecena at Hems
Brothers Mortuary in Calexico,
CA. Burial will immediately fol-
low at Mountain View Cemetery
in Calexico, CA.
Grace Verdugo Cecena, 89, of

Calexico, CA passed away on
Monday, December 2, 2019 of
natural causes at El Centro
Regional Medical Center. Grace
was born to Juan Antonio and
Guadalupe Verdugo on March
14, 1930, in San Diego,
California. Her family moved to
Mexico when she was 5 years old
and later moved to Calexico. She
was married for 53 years to her
husband Andrew and raised her
seven children in Calexico. She
loved to sing and listen to music,
especially 
Elvis Pressley and Julio Iglesias,

although she grew to like some of
her children's favorite
artists/music. She liked reading
mysteries and lighthearted sto-

ries. She was a fan of shopping,
walking all of downtown
Calexico in its heyday. 

She was preceded in death by
her brother Manuel Verdugo;
husband, Andrew R. Cecena; par-
ents, Juan Antonio and
Guadalupe Verdugo; brother,
Juan Antonio Verdugo and sister,
Maria del Socorro Verdugo. She
is survived by daughters Alicia
and Grace Cecena of Calexico,
Andrea (Ricardo) Silva of El
Centro, Guadalupe (Joaquin)
Lopez of El Centro, and Veronica
Cecena of Imperial; sons Javier
Cecena of Calexico and Antonio
(Marina) Cecena of Junction
City, KS; nine grandchildren:
Perla, Pablo, Marcela, Jennifer,
Steven, Jacqueline, Megan,
Joaquin, and Natalie; six great-
grandchildren; sister-in-law Elba
Verdugo; nephews and niece
Juan, Lucy, and Eloy, and extend-
ed family throughout California
and Mexico. 

Obituaries

Border Patrol 
Border Patrol Arrests Two

Narcotic Body Carriers

SALTON CITY, Calif. - El
Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents working at the Highway
86 immigration checkpoint
arrested two subjects attempting
to smuggle narcotics on their
bodies on Friday morning. 

The incident occurred at
approximately 10:15 a.m., when
a 63-year-old man driving a 2019
red Toyota Corolla with two
juvenile female passengers
approached the checkpoint.  A
Border Patrol canine detection
team alerted to the vehicle.
Agents sent the vehicle to sec-
ondary inspection for further
investigation. 

While in secondary inspec-
tion, agents found that both girls
had packages hidden and
strapped to their bodies, around
their waist and chest areas.  In
total, agents found seven pack-
ages; initial tests found that four
contained cocaine and three
packages contained pills with

fentanyl.
The total weight of the

cocaine discovered was 2.46
pounds and .78 pounds of fen-
tanyl pills, with an estimated
value of $61,500. 

The juvenile women, two 17-
year-old United States citizens,
the driver, a Lawfully Admitted
Permanent Resident, the nar-
cotics and vehicle were turned
over to the Imperial County
Sheriff's Office Border Crimes
Suppression Team (BCST).

Border Patrol Arrests
Convicted Sex Offender

CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector arrested a
previously deported sex offender
Saturday morning.

The incident occurred at
around 12:15 a.m., when agents
assigned to the Calexico Station
encountered a man suspected of
illegally entering the United
States approximately three miles

east of the Calexico Downtown
Port of Entry.  Agents arrested the
man and transported him to the
El Centro Station for immigra-
tion and criminal history screen-
ing.

Agents conducted records
checks, which revealed that the
man was identified as Efren
Prado-Rodriguez, a 38-year-old
Mexican national, who was con-
victed of "Sex Abuse 2nd
Degree" in 2006, out of Marion
County, Oregon.  Prado was sen-
tenced to 36 months' probation.  

Prado was removed from the
United States in 2006 as an
aggravated felon.

Prado is being held in federal
custody pending further criminal
prosecution.  

In fiscal year 2020, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents have
arrested and removed 10 individ-
uals either convicted or wanted
on sexual assault charges after
they entered the United States
illegally.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-842
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Mexcal Factory
2421 Enterprise Blvd. Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
825 S Barrington Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90049
Full Name of Registrants:
Calexico Distribution Company
LLC
825 S Barrington Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90049
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
Articles of Incorporation:
201722610378

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Joseph Martinez,
Controller
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
25, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 24, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5843         
Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019,
Jan. 2, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS

ACROSS
1. Taken where?
6. Vegas bandit's body part
9. Titian's Venus or Collier's Godiva
13. Indian metropolis
14. Flapper's neckwear
15. E-cigarette output
16. Galsworthy's "The Forsyte
____," pl.
17. Bovine hangout
18. UV light absorber
19. *Scrooge's late partner
21. *December 26th, a.k.a. ____
Day
23. Ideas worth spreading, acr.
24. Great deal
25. *Like Santa's suit
28. "____ Las Vegas," Presley song
30. 1/100th of a ruble
35. Pupil's place
37. *Sleigh bell sound
39. Fairytale dust-sprinkler
40. German Mrs.
41. Chose between competitors
43. Type of ballistic missile, acr.
44. Not a gregarious one
46. Castaway's home
47. Fungal spore sacs
48. Pencil end, often
50. ____-a-Sketch

52. Summer color
53. Cuckoo
55. "____ the ramparts..."
57. *Santa's call
60. *Welcoming holiday decor
63. Bird of prey's hunting tool
64. 16th birthday gift?
66. Engages the services
68. Skirt shape
69. Beehive State native
70. Bikini, e.g.
71. Bibliophile's concern, sing.
72. D.C. bigwig
73. Australian Aboriginal's war club

DOWN
1. *Do holiday ones start earlier
every year?
2. Show pleasure
3. Aquarium organism
4. Navigational aid
5. *Hanukkah month
6. Competently
7. Wade's 1973 opponent
8. Not yes, nor no
9. Like Hitler's Germany
10. Second word in fairytale
11. *Ding follower in "Wonderful
Christmastime"
12. *"But I heard him exclaim,
____ he drove out of sight..."
15. Public opinion, in Great Britain

20. Changes to a manuscript
22. Sturdy tree
24. Telephone part
25. *Ralphie's wish
26. Trial's partner
27. Late Princess of Wales
29. IV+IV
31. Type of cotton fiber
32. Exit plus s
33. Around
34. *Macaulay's famous character
36. Takes to court
38. *Hanukkah gift
42. "Magnolia" ware
45. Not in its original form
49. Pep rally syllable
51. TV variety show classic
54. Concentrate
56. Yogurt-based dip
57. *Manger's glow
58. Dish of stewed meat
59. "____ if you...," on a bumper
sticker
60. Small songbird
61. Trampled
62. In custody
63. Coca Cola's first diet drink
65. *What Whos did to roast beast?
67. Silvester Stallone's nickname

Solutions on page 10

HOROSCOPES:   
DECEMBER 12-18

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
This can be a terrific week for
you, Aries. Make the most of
every moment and don't be sur-
prised as you successfuly juggle
many different things at once.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Work may seem overwhelming at
times in the week ahead, Taurus.
Keep your head down and stay
focused on the tasks at hand.
Others will be impressed. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, make the most of an
opportunity to move forward
with your goals. You have plenty
of energy, and your mind is
focused. Hang around with like-
minded individuals as well.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Don't get too wrapped up in other
people's business, Cancer. You
don't want to intrude on others,
and your loved ones are fully
capable of solving their own
problems. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may feel like you're on
top of the world this week. That's
because you have the potential to
conquer an elusive goal in the
next few days.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Act now, Virgo, or you might get
left behind. You can't sit around
and wait for things to unfold.
Sometimes you have to take
charge, and this is one of those
times.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
There may be some conflict in
your world this week, Libra,
especially when it involves your
emotions and potential disputes.
Keep your mind open and try
new things.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, concern yourself with

substantive actions and not
empty promises. This will make
it easier for you to make deci-
sions about pressing issues.  

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec
21
Try not to spread yourself too
thin, Sagittarius. If you do, you
will not be able to put your best
foot forward. If you feel yourself
getting stressed, step back.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, now is a great time to
take a step back and exhale.
Avoid taking on any additional
responsibilities. Instead, take
some time to recharge. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, let friends know how
much they mean to you because
you might not say it often
enough. Others will appreciate
your candor and generosity. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you tend to hold your
feelings inside and that can be
unhealthy. Share your feelings
more often so negative energy
will not build.
* For Entertainment Purposes
Only

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 13

Jamie Foxx, Comic Actor

DECEMBER 14
Vanessa Hudgens, Actress 

DECEMBER 15
Don Johnson, Actor

DECEMBER 16
Frankie Ballard, Singer

DECEMBER 17
Pope Francis, Religious

Leader

DECEMBER 18
Sia, Singer
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Crossword Puzzle Solutions 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2018-03050-CA
A.P.N.:058-621-004-000
Property Address: 1004 Adler Avenue,
Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 01/10/2007.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Ruth Gallardo, a married
woman as her sole and separate proper-
ty and Maria De Los Angeles Gallardo,
an unmarried woman
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 01/17/2007 as
Instrument No. 2007-001727 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial
County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/23/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE 939 MAIN STREET,

EL CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-
sonably estimated costs and other charges:
$ 153,560.38

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 1004 Adler Avenue,
Calexico, CA 92231 
A.P.N.: 058-621-004-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 

$ 153,560.38.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt
owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:

The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServ
ices.aspx using the file number assigned to
this case 2018-03050-CA. Information
about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to
verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale.
Date: December 2, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx
__________________________________
_____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Dec. 12,19, 26, 2019
Legal 8924

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Evelyn J. De Los Rios
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000638
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Evelyn Johana De Los
Rios.
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Javier Omar Durazo
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Juanita Berdusco be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any,
beadmitted to probate. The will

and any codicils are available for
examination in  the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 17, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative

appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of

the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Quinton R. Swanson, Esq.
Marcus Family Law Center
732 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-2800
Endorsed: Dec. 3, 2019  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Joselyn Martinez,  Deputy
Legal 6282   
Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019,  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-815
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Cavir’s Auto Body Center
302 S N St.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Jaime Barrera
701 N H St.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: May 27, 2010..
I, Jose Jaime Barrera Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jose Jaime Barrera,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
18, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 17, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 6285        
Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019,
Jan. 2, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-842
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Mexcal Factory
2421 Enterprise Blvd. Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
825 S Barrington Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90049
Full Name of Registrants:
Calexico Distribution Company
LLC
825 S Barrington Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90049

This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
Articles of Incorporation:
201722610378
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Joseph Martinez,
Controller
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
25, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 24, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5843         
Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019,
Jan. 2, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-796
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Xakes Solutions
1754 Carr Rd. Suite 209
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ciro David Martinez Chavez
2220 Camino de la Reina 
Unit 301
San Diego, CA 92108
This business conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Ciro David Martinez
Chavez, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
13, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 14, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5844        
Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019,
Jan. 2, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-805
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Imperial Matiss Realty
505 G Anaya Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Alfonso Fernandez de Soto
505 G Anaya Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: September 27, 2013.
I, Alfonso Fernandez de Soto
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.

Signature: Alfonso Fernandez de
Soto
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
14, 2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 13, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5825          
Publish: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12,
2019

T.S. No.: 2017-01112-CA
A.P.N.:058-321-008-000
Property Address: 445 Ethel Street, Calexico,
CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 03/14/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Marvin T. Mayne Jr. AND Maryann
S. Mayne, HUSBAND AND WIFE AS
JOINT TENANTS
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 03/24/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-014303 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/10/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,

IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 939
W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges:
$222,080.39

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 445 Ethel Street, Calexico, CA
92231
A.P.N.: 058-321-008-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by

the property to be sold and reasonable estimat-
ed costs, expenses and advances at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 222,080.39.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be responsi-
ble for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder's office or
a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-
960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2017-01112-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: November 15, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx

_____________________________________
___________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Legal 8921
Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2019-01384-CA
A.P.N.:058-093-013-000
Property Address: 273 Robert Kennedy
Street, Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-

TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 05/08/2002.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: MAURICIO LOPEZ, A MAR-
RIED MAN AS HIS SOLE AND SEPA-
RATE PROPERTY
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 05/17/2002 as
Instrument No. 2002-012815 in book
2124, page 1509 and of Official Records
in the office of the Recorder of Imperial
County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/24/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 939 W. MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-
sonably estimated costs and other charges:
$ 81,874.88

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC

AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 273 Robert
Kennedy Street, Calexico, CA 92231
A.P.N.: 058-093-013-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 81,874.88.
Note: Because the
Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the
total debt owed, it is pos-
sible that at the time of
the sale the opening bid
may be less than the total
debt.
If the Trustee is unable
to convey title for any
reason, the successful

bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall
be the return of monies paid to the
Trustee, and the successful bidder shall
have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a

court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServ
ices.aspx using the file number assigned to
this case 2019-01384-CA. Information
about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to
verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale.
Date: December 5, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx
__________________________________
______________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2019
Legal 8923

For All Your Legal Notices, 
Call Us At (760) 339-4899

CLASSIFIED ADS
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NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your community

newspaper today!!
Call 760-339-4899.

IAN OEHM AND sister Isabella Castillo visit with Santa
Claus at Christmas in a Small Town in Imperial on Dec. 7.  

WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Rainy Day Doesn't Slow Imperial's
Holiday Tradition
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