
Affordable housing got a
boost from the Holtville City
Council on Jan. 13 when the
panel unanimously authorized a
developer to apply for federal
funding on the city's behalf for a
senior housing complex in the
southeast area of the city.

A 5.29-acre parcel would be
developed for 32 units, all for
seniors except one to be occupied
by a resident manager. The city
may now proceed with a grant
application through the develop-

er, AMG & Associates, for
Sunset Rose Senior apartments at
704 E. Third St.

There is $6.1 million funding
available from the Home
Investment Partnership Program
with U.S. Housing and Urban
Development as the oversight
agency, explained Cameron
Johnson, an AMG representative
who attended the meeting.

"I grew up in Imperial Valley
and I've been trying to get senior
housing built for over 10 years,"
he said. "We couldn't get the
financing before but we finally

got a funding mechanism to help
finance this project."

The apartments are ear-
marked for seniors 55 and older
who earn 30 to 60 percent of the
county's median income. Rents
are expected to be between $550
and $800 per month. The project
would see the first 32 units on
two acres while leaving the rest
of the parcel initially vacant. An
additional 32 units of senior
housing is planned to be built
over the next five years.

Also, a retention/detention
basin would be built on about a

tenth of an acre, perhaps slightly
larger depending on the develop-
er-funded hydrology study for
storm water runoff, noted
Johnson. 

The developer must also
improve failed sections of the
Third Street stormwater system
and construct a stormwater con-
veyance system recommended by
an earlier hydrology study.

Johnson expressed excite-
ment about the senior housing
development and noted most
potential occupants are single,
with an average age of 70 and

about 65 percent are female.
"They're more concerned

about security and a sense of
community and that's why sen-
iors are such good tenants," said
Johnson.

Adding seniors make good
neighbors, tend to shop locally
and volunteer for civic organiza-
tions, he added, "Seniors don't
have a major impact on commu-
nity services, traffic, parks or law
enforcement." 
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Twist Again: Woman's
Club of Holtville Stretches
Out To Limber Up 

Often known for many civic
engagements and providing
recreation and scholarships for
youth, the Woman's Club of
Holtville also seeks to takes care
of its own with programs of uplift
and vitality. 

As such, it saw no better way
to start the new year than to com-
mit to get fit. The focus at the
club's 2020 kickoff meeting Jan.
8 was a presentation of yoga pos-
tures from instructor Lauren
Layton.

Also a legal assistant and ele-
mentary school teacher, Layton is
celebrating the first anniversary
of her Yoga with Lola classes.

Yoga is for any age, size, gen-
der and, if done diligently, can be
fun and offer many healthful ben-
efits, explained Layton. It can
build flexibility, balance and help
with breathing and cardiac issues.

"I encourage this to be fun
and you can do it from your chair,
so we'll use the chair and the
floor since the older we get, get-
ting on the floor and getting back
up gets more difficult," said
Layton. "The more you do yoga,
the easier it gets. It's amazing
what consistency over time does.

You can increase your flexibility
by 35 percent over eight weeks." 

Layton began with simple
yoga poses and implored mem-
bers of the packed Woman’s Club
hall to breath in and out through
their nose to stay hydrated.
Breathing through the mouth
dries a person out and is not good
for the lungs.

"Yoga releases negative tox-
ins in our body. One thing in
yoga, whatever you do to one
side of the body, you must do to
the other side to stay in balance,"
she said. "Do yoga four or five
times a week and we start to build
muscle memory and balance."

During a break, Pam
Edwards, Woman’s Club mem-
ber, noted she loved the presenta-
tion because she explained that
any activity that gets women of a
certain age up, they will feel bet-
ter whether they intended to or
not.

"We should do something like
yoga every meeting, have some
physical activity," said Edwards.
"It should be short and simple so
everybody can participate
because the age of some of our
women limits their mobility. If I
knew I was going to live this
long, I would have taken better

care of myself."
Yoga increases a person's

metabolism and twisting into
yoga poses releases tension
between organs, gets the blood
pumping faster. That creates
body heat and helps digest food
faster, as well as decreasing crav-
ings for between-meal snacks,
Layton explained.

"Fast or slow, yoga practice
creates a heat and gets our heart
pumping and since it's a muscle
we build up strength and keeping
it active helps battle any cardiac
issues," she said. "Yoga can
decrease lactic acid in muscles. If
you sit a long time, you'll build
up lactic acid that feels like
knots. But yoga breaks up lactic
acid and decreases joint pain." 

Ruth Chambers, another
Woman's Club member, said she
gets some of her routine exercise
helping with the clubs' garden.

"I think it's always good to do
stretching and today was a good
reminder," said Chambers. "I
walk around Holtville but I need
to remind myself to stretch first.
We (girlfriends) like to walk with
a grabber and we help clean up
Holtville sidewalks."

Yoga is also an aid to diges-
tion and helps move food through

the gastrointestinal system and
avoid stomach disorders,
explained Layton.

"Again, it's consistency
because you can't do it once and
expect miracles," she said. "By
making yoga a way of life, you
make it a part of a daily routine."

Cindy Yaryan, another club

gardener, said she gets some of
her exercise by growing tomatoes
and carrots, which she uses as
part of her Netherland dwarf rab-
bit’s diet.

WILLIAM ROLLER

YOGA INSTRUCTOR LAUREN Layton leads the Woman's
Club of Holtville through an exercise regimen on Jan. 8.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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The event featured 90 exhibitors
inside the Preble Building at the
Imperial Valley Fairgrounds.
Page 05

No Movement on Calexico West
Port Projects
While phase 1 was completed in fall
2018, progress on phase 2 is mixed.
Page 03

Continued on page 9

Holtville Council Supports Grant For Senior Housing
WILLIAM ROLLER

Continued on page 4



Holtville Tribune Thursday, January 16, 2020 PAGE 2

HOLTVILLE
TRIBUNE

1239 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA

92243

Publisher: 
Brenda Torres

Office Manager: 
Rosa Nogueda

Editor: Gary Redfern
Reporters: Shawn

Carroll,  Mario Conde,
William Roller, Alfredo
Guzman, Luis Burgos,
Jayson Barniske and
Richard Montenegro

Brown
Production: Christina

Villarreal,  Shawn Carroll
Photographer: Corissa

Ibarra
Online Services:

Andrea Redfern, 
Walter Mejia

Holtville Tribune (USPS
247-880) is published weekly
on Fridays for $25 per year by
Holtville Tribune/ Imperial
Valley Weekly/ Calexico
Chronicle at 1239 W. Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243.
Periodical  postage paid at
Holtville, California.

Postmaster: send address
changes to Holtville Tribune,
1239 W. Main Street., El
Centro, CA 92243.

The Holtville Tribune is a
newspaper of general circula-
tion for the publication of legal
notices, as defined in Section
4460 of the Political Code, State
of California, in the Superior
Court of Imperial County.

Subscription prices:
Imperial County - 1 Year $42, 2
Years $80; In California - 1 Year
$42.00, 2 years $80; Foreign -
(except military) 1 year $35.

DEADLINE FOR
NEWS & ADS
Tuesday 5 p.m.

E-Mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com

www.holtvilletribune.com

CALL (760) 339-4899 

A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter at
Holtville Post Office February 27,

1905, under Act of Congress of
March 3, 1997. (USPS 247-880).

Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
JAN. 16: Grady Thomas Cameron, Marc Lucas, Dylan 
Allen Cartee, Susana Irigoyen, Brooklyn Ashurst
JAN. 17: Sandra Claverie, Michael Kamill Omlin, Brock
Joseph Heger, John Von Flue†
JAN. 18: Cameron Elizabeth Brady, Brooke Schaffner, 
Clara Grace Brady, Emil Roy Schaffner
JAN. 19: Nancy Young, Vincent Strahm, Jacki Strahm
JAN. 20: Ethan Lopez, Charles L. Layton†, Robby Turner,
Paul Tanori, Carley Cradic, Tom Brady†, John Britschgi, 
Kelton Bonham†
JAN. 21: Trixy Young, Colleen Ludwig†, Anthony Jessee, 
Joshua Osuna, Rhoda Claybrook
JAN. 22: Eden Elizabeth Hilfiker, John Williams, Lee 
Gray, Derrick Daniell, Emily Acosta

Anniversaries

JAN. 19: Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Johnston
JAN. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Jack Aguirre

Week of  January 20, 2020

Mindfulness
(Originally aired on May 2016)

What is mindfulness? Mindfulness is defined as placing ones atten-
tion to the internal and external experiences occurring at the present

moment. Join us as leading Mindfulness researcher, Dr. Langer
explains how Mindfulness works and it’s benefits to our health.

Dr. Ellen Langer, Ph.D.
Psychologist

Professor Harvard University

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Call Us Call Us AtAt
(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 20 de enero 2020
Atención Plena para la Ira Adolescente

(Originalmente transmitido en octubre 2015)
¿Alguna vez te has sentido tan frustrado con la escuela, con tus amigos, con
tus padres, o con la vida en general al grado de perder el control de tus emo-
ciones o te pones agresivo? No estas solo. Ser un adolescente es difícil, pero
es aun más difícil cuando eres incapaz de mantener la calma en situaciones
estresantes. Afortunadamente, hay pasos que puedes tomar para mantenerte

calmado y sereno. Usted esta invitado a acompañarnos mientras Marie
Arroyo nos explica sobre la Atención Plena para la Ira Adolescente.

Marie Arroyo
Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar

Supervisora de Servicios para Adultos y Adultos Mayores

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.

at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.

High School 7:30 to 9:30
p.m.

St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Weekly Bible Studies

Home Group Bible Study:
Mondays @ 6pm at the Daniel's
home (contact the church office
for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the

community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

10th Annual Justin Lofton
Foundation

Charity Golf Tournament!  

January 18, 2020 at Del Rio
Country Club. Dueling Pianos

are back and will take the stage
Saturday, January 18, 8:00 pm
at the Stockmen's Club in
Brawley.  Tickets include a
delicious dinner and the awards
ceremony.

Bradley - Keffer 
American Legion

BINGO NIGHT
January  23rd. Starts at 6pm

with doors open at 5pm
Baked Potato Night -

Available for purchase starting
at $5.00 and up. Come support
your American Legion. Bingo
every other Thursday Night.

275 6th Street - Holtville

Community Calendar

The Woman’s Club of Holtville
January 23rd

SOUP AND SWEETS

Albondigas, Split Pea with Ham, 
Cream of Potato, Bean with Bacon

Eat in or Drive Through
Serving from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Cost is $8.00
Desserts included

We will be assisted by the youth of Holtville  

Call 760-996-2781 to place your order

BY LUIS BURGOS

Hundreds of residents from
the surrounding residential areas
strolled through the Third Annual
Heber Tamale Fest as the bustling
food stands and toy vendors per-
meated the atmosphere of Tito
Huerta Park. 

It seemed like the third time
was the charm when it came to
weather conditions. The event’s
debut and sophomore outing
were somewhat disturbed by
heavy rain and winds, respective-
ly. However, on the morning of
the Jan. 11 the weather could not
have been calmer. This, paired
with the number of tamale-con-
test entries effectively being
tripled, displayed the growing
popularity of the event.

The community seemed to be
in full support, alluding to the
festival’s  potential staying
power, something that came as a
source of satisfaction to event
organizer, Wasupwu Productions. 

“I have to admit, I didn’t quite
know what I got myself into
when I took on organizing the
first Tamale Fest,” said Wasupwu
co-founder, Juan Molina. 

“It started off as a bet
between us, as husband and

wife,” explained Helen Molina,
the other half of the promotion
team. 

“She bet that I wouldn’t take
on the challenge of organizing an
event for Heber, and once I real-
ized what that entailed, we both
began to truly work together to
get this done,” said Juan. 

The motivation for the event’s
conception took heavy cues from
signature events such as the
recently discontinued Holtville
Rib Cook-Off. 

“We just noticed that a lot of
the other towns in the (Imperial)
Valley had their own event that
brought them together as a small
community, and that’s when it hit
us and we agreed that there need-
ed to be something like that for
Heber,” said Juan. 

The event included a long list
of guests and special performanc-
es, alongside plenty of options
for those who still long for the
holiday staple of tamales. 

“I’ve been catering for my
friends since I was 19, and back
then I was mostly known and
contacted through word of
mouth” said Janina Enriquez, one
of the contestants. 

Pink Tamales?
Only At Heber Festival 

JANINA ENRIQUEZ (RIGHT), aka La “OG” Patrona, and her entry for the third annual Heber
Tamale Fest held Jan. 11 in Tito Huerta Park.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

Continued on Page 8



For those hoping to see fur-
ther work on the renovation of
the Calexico West Port of Entry
patience may be the best virtue
with plans for construction on
one portion moving slowly and
another not being funded, offi-
cials reported. 

While phase 1, which includ-
ed new vehicles lanes and
moved the main border-crossing
entry point west, was completed
in fall 2018, progress on phase 2
is mixed.

Federal funding issues
caused phase 2 to be divided.
Portion 2A received $191 mil-
lion in the 2018-19 federal budg-
et finalized in February 2019.
However, the remaining $85
million for phase 2, which would
include a new pedestrian cross-
ing, was left out of that budget
and again snubbed in the 2019-
20 budget. 

“Unfortunately, the budget
deal did not include the final
installment of $85 million for the
Calexico West Land Port of
Entry expansion and renovation
project. The County was disap-
pointed with the results of the
Fiscal Year 2020 cycle,”
Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter,
Imperial County
Intergovernmental Relations
director, reported in a Jan. 13
email. 

Noting the previously report-
ed move to split phase 2 is
resulting in part of the project
moving forward, she added,
“This year, the County is going
to continue emphasizing the
importance of closing the books
on the appropriations that are
needed for the port and advocate
for the final installment for
Fiscal Year 2021 to the appropri-
ators.”

Federal fiscal years run from
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30. The current
fiscal year is 2020.

County officials in recent
years have made several trips to
Washington to lobby for the
Calexico West port project.

Phase 2B funds were includ-
ed in the House of
Representatives’ budget propos-
al, Terrazas-Baxter stated previ-
ously. However, funding was not
included in President Trump’s
budget proposal and the House
proposal did not survive the
negotiations that must occur

between the House, the Senate
and the White House for a budg-
et to pass.  

Meanwhile, while phase 2A
is funded it appears to be having
glacial progress. The federal
General Services
Administration, which has over-
sight of the project, was to issue
a request for proposals in May
2019 with a deadline for
responses being in July 2019,
according to fedbizopps.gov, a
website for those wishing to bid
on GSA projects.

However, there was no
progress to report on the project
as of Jan. 13, GSA spokesperson
Andra Higgs stated in an email.

“The information that was
forwarded August 7, 2019 is the
latest I have for distribution.
Our next update is expected late
April, early May,” Higgs wrote,
referring to an update he previ-
ously provided to this newspa-
per.

“GSA has issued a request
for proposals for the Phase 2A
project at the Calexico West
Land Port of Entry (LPOE),”
Higgs stated in August. “The
selection process for a contractor
is underway. Once a contractor is
selected and a design completed,
GSA will make that information
available to the public.”

Phase 2A will include addi-
tional site work, five southbound
non-commercial vehicle inspec-
tion lanes with canopies and
booths, six additional north-
bound non-commercial vehicle
inspection lanes with associated

secondary inspection facility,
new pre-primary canopy, a new
administration building, and new
parking structure for federal per-
sonnel. 

How long that work will take
to complete once started was
indicated on the fedbizopps.gov
website that states, “The period
of performance for the Phase 2A
project is estimated to be forty-
two (42) months after the
issuance of the Notice to
Proceed by the GSA Contracting
Officer.” 

The unfunded phase 2B
would include demolition of the
existing port building and a new
pedestrian processing facility,
the latter of which county offi-
cials say is integral to the pro-
ject’s overall objective of fueling
commerce by reducing border

wait times.
The completed phase 1

includes five southbound lanes
and a southbound bridge over
the New River, 10 northbound
inspections lanes with primary
and secondary inspection
canopies, booths and inspection
equipment, a new headhouse,
and sitework to accommodate
those facilities on the sloping
site.

Phase 1 allowed the port to
connect with Cesar Chavez
Boulevard instead of the long-
used access from Imperial
Avenue, a move local officials
agreed improved traffic flow.
The city of Calexico in June
completed a related upgrade of
Cesar Chavez.  
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No Movement On Calexico West Port Projects
GARY REDFERN

AN ARTIST’S RENDERING of planned renovations at the Calexico West Port of Entry. 
Courtesy of the General Services Administration

Jury selection was sched-
uled in Superior Court on Jan.
15 in the trial of a man
charged in connection with a
2018 incident in which a
county Sheriff’s Office
deputy was allegedly assault-
ed and shot at in Holtville, a
county prosecutor said.

Alex Padilla, 39, of
Holtville, faces numerous
felony charges, including
attempted murder of a peace
officer. He was arrested Nov.
28, 2018, after a deputy
reported a man he approached
on a Holtville street assaulted
him, wrested away his gun
and fired at him before flee-
ing in the deputy’s patrol car.

Following a frantic search
Padilla was soon arrested
without incident inside a
nearby church where dozens
of evening worshippers were
gathered.

Jury selection was expect-
ed Jan. 15 with opening state-
ments and testimony coming
Jan. 21, said Twyla Johnson,
a deputy district attorney. The
trial was to be dark on Jan.
16-17 and again on Jan. 20
for the Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday, she said.

The case is being heard
before Judge Marco Nunez,
according to the court calen-
dar.      

The deputy was not seri-
ously injured. He approached
Padilla near Ninth Street and
Orange Avenue to do a
“pedestrian check,” a sher-
iff’s log stated.

Trial Underway For
Man Accused Of

Assaulting Deputy

GARY REDFERN
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Better Late Than Never: Imperial Ave. In E.C.
Finally Going South

About a half century since
Interstate 8 blazed a trail through
Imperial County as part of a
national highway project, work
will finally begin to create an
Imperial Avenue overpass.

Besides reconfiguring a cum-
bersome interchange, the project
will allow El Centro to extend
Imperial Ave. south of the inter-
state. The initial effort to do that
faltered in the 1970s amid resist-
ance from downtown merchants.   

The California Department of
Transportation and El Centro
officials co-hosted a presentation
on Jan. 13 to prepare residents
and commuters for traffic disrup-
tions on the way as a result of
construction starting later this
year.

The I-8/Imperial interchange
reconfiguration, which will be
done first, likely will result traffic
snarls, explained Mayor Efrain
Silva in a forum at the Caltrans
Maintenance Station in El
Centro.

"Today is an historic day and
we have been anticipating these
projects for many years," said
Silva. "As well as the new inter-
change that will (better) connect
Imperial Avenue drivers with I-8,
we'll be able to connect Imperial
Avenue drivers to our south side
residents more efficiently."

Besides interchange reconfig-
uration, the Caltrans work will
prepare for a the subsequent El
Centro project to extend Imperial
Ave. south of the interstate.   

Silva cautioned residents to
exercise patience, understanding
and above all else to maintain
caution while driving through
construction cones. The benefits,
he added, will be worth it.

"I predict the south part of the
city will grow to be a thriving
business area with restaurants,
retail and business services,"
added Silva. "We have waited so
long for this so another two more
years’ wait will be worth it."

With Imperial Ave. terminat-
ing at the interstate, over the
years residential and commercial

development on El Centro’s
south side oozed east toward
Eighth and Fourth streets, and
Dogwood Road. Most notably,
the Imperial Valley Mall was
built on Dogwood south of I-8,
opening in 2005.  

Ross Cather, Caltrans divi-
sion chief, noted the agency’s
two-year project will replace the
existing overpass bridge on the
south side of Imperial Ave. and
then install new on/off ramps to
better allow Imperial Ave. traffic
to access I-8. 

"It's important we get the
word out well ahead of time,"
said Cather, adding a second
forum was scheduled for Jan. 15
at El Centro Regional Medical
Center. 

The Caltrans project will
launch in late spring or early

summer, noted Cathryn Bruce-
Johnson, an agency public affairs
officer. The work will be done in
stages and at various times
restrict access to the interchange. 

The project’s primary benefit
will be improved traffic flow,
explained Kazim Mamdani,
Caltrans design manager.

"It will also provide enhanced
pedestrian and bicycle access
along Imperial Avenue," he said.
"It should all be completed by the
summer of 2022."

The $42 million interchange
project is supported by the coun-
ty's share of the California
Transportation Commission
funds, explained Mark Baza,
Imperial County Transportation
Commission executive director.
He pointed out about $34 million
is for construction while the

remainder covered an environ-
mental study, design and acquisi-
tion of a right-of-way.

Motorists need to be aware of
traffic disruptions, he added.

"We ask that people pay close
attention to directional signs and
ask for everybody's patience,"
said Baza. "Your primary access
routes to detour will be Fourth
Street/Highway 86. Also, some
may prefer the Dogwood inter-
change at Ross, or Even Hewes
Highway and, depending how far
a driver is going, maybe Forrester
Road." 

Once the new overpass bridge
is completed, El Centro is expect-
ed to begin the extension of
Imperial Avenue to the south.
That project will be done in four
phases, explained Abraham
Campos, city director of public

works. 
Phase 1 will extend Imperial

Ave. out to Wake Avenue. That
will cost $7 million with monies
obtained from gas taxes and vehi-
cle-registration fees under state
Senate Bill 1, the local Measure
D road-improvement sales tax,
local street impact developer fees
and state Surface Transportation
Program funds. 

Phase 2 of the project would
extend Imperial Avenue from
Wake to Danenberg Drive, Phase
3 to Valley View Avenue and
Phase 4 to McCabe Road.
Funding for Phase 2 through 4 is
still pending noted Campos, yet it
is likely to come from the same
sources as Phase 1.

WILLIAM ROLLER

AN ARTIST’S RENDERING of  the Interstate 8/Imperial Ave. interchange construction plans displayed at a forum in El Centro on
Jan.13. The project will be completed by the California Department of Transportation.
PHOTO OF CALTRANS GRAPHIC BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Calexico Council Member Rosie Fernandez To Serve
Probation, Community Service For DUI

Calexico City Council
Member Rosie Fernandez plead-
ed guilty to one charge of driving
under the influence of alcohol
and was sentenced to probation,
community service and must
have an alcohol-detection device
installed in her car following
court proceedings Jan. 13,
according to the prosecution.

Three other charges against
Fernandez, 62, were dismissed

by the court, including a second
DUI charge and two charges of
hit-and-run driving and property
damage, according to an Imperial
County Superior Court clerk con-
tacted Jan. 15.

Adrian Contreras, a deputy
state attorney general who was
prosecuting Fernandez's cases,
told a reporter outside the court-
room Jan. 13 that Fernandez was
given five years of "summary
probation for the DUI case, which
he explained is given to lesser-, or

first-time offenders, not likely to
re-offend. 

Contreras declined further
comment and messages left with
Rivera were not returned by dead-
line.

Fernandez did not immediate-
ly answer calls nor texts the morn-
ing of Jan. 15.

Contreras said as part of the
probation, Fernandez was also
sentenced to 12 days of communi-
ty service and has to have the
alcohol-detection device, or igni-
tion-interlock device, on her car at

least six months. She also has to
complete a six-month alcohol-
education program.

The community service days
are to be served with a state
Department of Transportation
public works crew. She must reg-
ister with Caltrans by Jan. 27.

The guilty plea stems from her
July 6, 2019, DUI arrest by the
California Highway Patrol fol-
lowing a collision with another
vehicle on southbound Highway
111 just north of McCabe Road.
Fernandez suffered minor injuries

in the accident, but the driver of
the other vehicle was unharmed.

The hit-and-run charges dis-
missed against Fernandez came
from a May 5 incident in
Calexico, where she was alleged
to have driven into a parked car in
a driveway. She was cited on May
6 by Calexico police.

WILLIAM ROLLER

Continued on page 5
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Businesses Roll Out the
Schmooz At Annual Palooza

The annual Imperial Valley
Business Expo, a de riguer event
for entrepreneurs for more than 20
years, again served as a network
for the region's commerce that
cultivates growth among many
stakeholders.

The Schmooza Palooza, as it
was rechristened in 2019, featured
90 exhibitors inside the Preble
Building at the Imperial Valley
Fairgrounds in Imperial on Jan. 9.
It was organized by the Imperial
Valley Joint Chambers of
Commerce.

An entrepreneur with several
prior business launches, Mike
Mattia seemed to have found his
niche when he bought the United
Parcel Service franchise at 1802
N. Imperial Ave. in El Centro a
year and a half ago. He was a
first-time Palooza exhibitor. 

"Our goal is to educate people
about our brand because people
hear of UPS and they think it's
just shipping. But we're way out-
side of that box," said Mattia. 

Also critical to many of the
Palooza exhibitors was spinning a
web of interconnection among
other attendees.

"This is not just about selling
product," said Mattia. "We're
engaging with the other business
owners of Imperial Valley. I want
to put my face (and associates) on
the company trademark." 

While he was explaining what
brought him to the event, a
Mechanics Bank officer
approached Mattia about a deal.
Mattia plans to open a 1,500-
square-foot UPS branch in

Calexico before year's end but
curbside access is critical.

"I want to talk to city officials
in Calexico about a grant," said
Mattia. "Parking is important,
especially with our large-box
orders, some weighing 70
pounds."

Michael Islas, banking servic-
es representative for Mechanics
Bank, noted the bank just
approved a line of credit for
Mattia. Mechanics Bank, former-
ly Rabobank, has had a presence
at the event for years.

"We want all the familiar faces
here to know we're here to cater to
their needs with our showcase of
products," said Islas. 

Mechanics now has easier-
term home mortgages, commer-
cial loans that close within a cou-
ple of days and Islas anticipated
his Palooza exhibit could prompt
10 new accounts. 

“We know Mike (Mattia) has
had multiple businesses, includ-
ing a cell phone store in Brawley
and this helped finalize approval
of his credit line," he confided. 

Menchies, a frozen yogurt
outlet, was another Palooza new-
comer, noted Bailey Villa, a store
shift leader. The shop has been at
508 E. Danenberg Dr. for about a
year and its employees were
handing out free samples of
chocolate parfait deserts and
frozen yogurt in assorted flavors. 

"Even though we have a great
location, not everybody knows
who we are,” noted Frais Qanbar,
franchise owner. “It's hard to
reach everybody but this event is
a center of attraction. We want the
community to know we offer a

healthy product; no carbs, no
sugar and no fat."

March and Ash, a cannabis
retailer at 2433 Marshall Ave. in
Imperial, was also making a debut
appearance, explained manager
Zack Tresnak. 

"Our mission is to break down
the stigma of cannabis," he said.
"Our average aged customer is 45.
The biggest thing, it's to relieve
lower back pain, also used as a
sleep aid. As soon as you walk
into our shop you see its nice and
clean and all product has a third-
party certificate of analysis." 

Chris Salgado, range master
for the Imperial Valley Rifle &
Pistol Association, Inc., 2500
Wheeler Road, west of Imperial,
reminded visitors to his booth the
organization has run its outdoor
shooting range since 1981. 

"We have different ranges for
pistols, rifles and shotguns, sepa-
rated by 12-foot-high berms," he
said. "We want to make sure peo-
ple know how to load, unload and
carry their weapon safely. We
don't sell any weapons, ammuni-
tion or targets, just range member-
ships." 

The event carried one impor-
tant overall message, stressed
Denise Rogers, El Centro
Chamber of Commerce board
member. 

"In Imperial Valley we're all
family and need to support each
other, especially small business
because without small business
you don't have a community," she
explained, adding in her view
there is no reason to go outside
Imperial Valley to do business
because the area has it all.

WILLIAM ROLLER 

BAILEY VILLA (RIGHT), a shift leader for the Menchies frozen yogurt shop in El Centro, serves
a dessert parfait at the Schmooza Palooza business expo at the Imperial Valley Fairgrounds in
Imperial on Jan. 9. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

Border Patrol News
El Centro Sector Border Patrol

Captures Sex Offender

SALTON CITY, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector arrested a sex
offender over the weekend.

The incident occurred on
Sunday at around 3 p.m., when
agents assigned to the Highway
86 Border Patrol Checkpoint
encountered a man with an
expired Employment
Authorization Card.  Agents
arrested the man and ran his
immigration and criminal history.

Agents conducted records
checks, which identified the man
as Carlos Ramon Cortes-Nieto a
37-year-old Honduran national.
Cortes's record checks also
revealed that he is a registered sex
offender.  Cortes was convicted
on April 11, 2018 for Voyeurism
in King County, Washington.
Cortes received two years proba-
tion and 2 days in jail for his
crimes.

Cortes's is being held in feder-
al custody pending further immi-
gration proceedings.  

In fiscal year 2020, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents have
arrested and removed 16 individu-
als either convicted or wanted on
sexual assault charges after they
entered the United States illegally. 

Border Patrol Arrest MS13
Gang Member

CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector arrested a
gang member Saturday afternoon.

The arrest occurred at approx-
imately 4:35 p.m., when Border
Patrol agents on patrol observed a
man illegally enter the United
States about one-half mile east of
the Calexico West Port of Entry.  

Agents arrested the man and
transported him to the El Centro
Station for processing. 

At the station, record checks
identified the man as Kevin Josue
Gomez-Escorcia, a 21-year-old
Honduran national.  Record
checks also revealed that Gomez
was formally removed from the
United States by an Immigration
Judge on January 27, 2017 in
Florence, Arizona.

Gomez is a self-admitted
MS13 gang member also known
as Mara Salvatrucha gang. 

Gomez is being held in feder-
al custody pending further crimi-
nal prosecution.

Man Attempts to Smuggle
Heroin in Commercial Bus

SALTON CITY, Calif. - El
Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents working at the Highway 86
immigration checkpoint arrested a
man suspected of smuggling hero-
in Thursday morning.

The incident occurred at
approximately 8:50 a.m., when a
28-year-old man approached the
checkpoint as one of multiple pas-
sengers aboard a commercial bus.
Agents sent the bus aside to sec-
ondary for immigration inspec-
tion.

While in secondary inspec-
tion, Border Patrol agents discov-
ered a package he attempted to
conceal under his clothing.
Agents examined the package and
determined that the content was
consistent with the characteristics
of heroin.

The total weight of the heroin
discovered was 4.470 pounds,
with an estimated street value of
$56,000.

The man, a United States cit-
izen, and the narcotics were
turned over to Drug Enforcement
Administration. 

At the time the May citation
report was submitted to the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office, DA Gilbert
Otero declared a conflict of inter-
est because Fernandez had
worked on his re-election cam-
paign. The case, and later, the
July DUI case, were forwarded to
the state Attorney General’s
Office for prosecution.

The AG’s Office combined
the cases into one four-count case
against the council member.

During the final few minutes
of the proceeding this newspaper
was able to attend, Judge Marco
Nunez questioned whether
Fernandez had surrendered her
driver's license upon her arrest
for driving under the influence in
connection with the July colli-
sion.

"I've ordered her not to drive
without a license because it is
dangerous," Nunez told the
defense counsel. 

Fernandez will be able to
retain her driver license, yet she
must install an ignition-interlock
device in her car. The device is
capable of detecting all types of
beverages with alcohol. 

An ignition-interlock device
is about the size of a cell phone
and wired to a vehicle's ignition,
according to information from
the state Department of Motor
Vehicles. After installation, the
device requires the driver to pro-
vide a breath sample before the
engine will start. If the device
detects alcohol on a driver's
breath, the engine will not start.
As a motorist drives, they are
periodically required to provide
breath samples to ensure the con-
tinued absence of alcohol in their
system.

Fernandez is due in court
again Jan. 27 to complete paper-
work, such as the probation order
as well as forms related to the
ignition-interlock device.

Fernandez DUI.................from page four

Arrested El Centro Officer Identified, Placed On Leave

The El Centro police officer
arrested Jan. 4 on suspicion of
assault has been identified as
Alejandra Hurtado, 28, according
to Sgt. Max Sheffield, public
information officer for the
Imperial Police Department.
"She was booked into the
Imperial County Jail and later
released on bail," said Sheffield. 
Hurtado is also suspected of false
imprisonment, Sheffield added.
Investigations are being carried

out by both the Imperial Police
Department and the El Centro
Police Department, explained El
Centro Police Chief Brian
Johnson. Hurtado is on adminis-
trative leave until a resolution
can be determined, he added. 
The case was initiated after an
alleged victim was taken to
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District's hospital in Brawley and
the staff there phoned police on
her behalf. During the investiga-
tion Imperial police learned the
suspect was a female El Centro
police officer.

The suspect was later contacted
by the Imperial police
Investigations Division, ques-
tioned, arrested and booked into
the county jail, Sheffield stated.
The assault was alleged to have
taken place on Jan. 3 at 3:21 a. m.
Hurtado is suspected of attacking
another person in Imperial.
The county District Attorney’s
office did not immediately
respond to an email inquiring
whether the case had yet been
referred to it.

WILLIAM ROLLER
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MIKE MATTIA (CENTER), owner of a UPS store in El Centro,
networks on Jan. 9 during the “Schmooza Palooza” business expo
at the Imperial Valley Fairgrounds in Imperial.

CECI GASTELO, AN ambassador for the Brawley Chamber of
Commerce, prepares quesadillas Jan. 9 at the Schmooza Palooza
business expo at the Imperial Valley Fairgrounds in Imperial.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

2020 Imperial Valley Joint Chambers
Of Commerce

Schmooza Palooza
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Every now and then, a local
business pops up on the radar
offering an extraordinary service
and as the story behind Rosa’s
Plane Food shows, it is anything
but ordinary.

Rosa Barajas grew up in
Mexicali and her family tradition
of creating remarkable food
began all the way back with her
great-grandfather in Michoacán.
Barajas opened her first restau-
rant at the Calexico Airport in
1988.

“We opened a second restau-
rant at the Imperial Airport in
2015 and operated there until late
2017. During that time, I ran the
restaurant in Imperial and my
husband ran the on one in
Calexico,” Barajas said.

Or at least that was the plan.
Sadly, not long after Barajas
opened her new Imperial local,
her husband passed away and
then the restaurant in Calexico
closed.

In 2017, because of rising
rents and other disputes with her
landlord in Imperial, the restaura-
teur decided to close her location
in Imperial and make the exodus

back to the restaurant’s homeland
in Calexico. The new location is
at 445 S. Imperial Ave.

“We were greeted with open
arms from our oldest customers
when we moved back to
Calexico. Everybody was really
happy, and it was nice to see
faithful customers that have been
coming to us for decades,”

Barajas recalled.
Over the years the restaurant

became an icon not only in
Calexico but throughout the
entire Imperial Valley due to
some of the Barajas’ signature
dishes.

“Our most popular dishes
are…. well, everything. People
really like the ceviche, carnitas

del Puerco, tacos, and the chile
relleno. During the holidays we
do tamales and we always have
posole,” Barajas added.

The word savory doesn’t even
begin to do justice when describ-
ing the chile relleno at Rosas.
Oozing with cheese and red
sauce, the plate is piled high with
rice, beans, and salad, and com-

plimented with tortillas, fresh
chips and salsa. 

Vivian Barajas, Rosa’s daugh-
ter, helps her mother in the restau-
rant, but revealed, “To this day,
she (Rosa) is the only one who
cooks at Rosa’s Plane Food and
she uses recipes that go all the
way back to our grandfathers.”

The certified Angus beef top
sirloin and ribeye steaks served at
Rosas are brought in from Texas.

“The steaks are really popular.
My mother personally cuts all the
steak off a big slab of meat and
uses a secret recipe to season each
steak. The steaks at Rosa’s are
huge,” Vivian said.

The quality of the food has
meant hungry customers have no
problem making the journey to
Calexico to satisfy their appetites
at Rosa’s. 

“We don’t get a lot of cus-
tomers from Mexicali, but we do
have people that drive here from
Imperial, Brawley, Holtville, El
Centro, Westmorland and every
other corner of the Imperial
Valley to eat here,” Vivian added.

The restaurant makes one type
of salsa that is popular among all
its patrons, Rosa Barajas said,
explaining, “Some even come
just to buy the salsa, beans and
chips.”

Tortillas at Rosas are as good
as they get and made locally daily
for the taqueria.

Explaining some of the magic
behind the food prepared at
Rosa’s, Vivian Barajas added,
“Everything we serve here is
made daily in small batches so
that everything is served fresh
and tastes amazing.”

The restaurant also caters and
Vivian said, “Ceviche is really
popular for catering, but some-
times people want a specific
theme of food for their party.”

Briefly Grounded, Rosa’s Plane Food Takes Off In Calexico

JAYSON BARNISKE

ROSA BARAJAS DISHING up a plate of the popular cuisine from Rosa’s Plane Food in Calexico. 
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Continued on page 12 
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103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500
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Gov. Gavin Newsom’s first pro-
posed budget as governor came
with a healthy dose of good news
for dealing with the unhealthy
conditions at the New River and
the Salton Sea.
The document revealed in early
January includes the final piece
of funding needed to build out the
long-planned infrastructure
improvements on the New River
south of the Second Street bridge
in Calexico.
Newsom’s proposed budget
includes $18 million in the gener-
al fund specifically for the
Calexico New River
Improvement Project,  Assistant
Calexico City Manager Miguel
Figueroa confirmed Jan. 14.
It is the final funding needed to
pay for the three-piece set of
infrastructure improvements.
Those include a trash-screen
where the river enters the United
States from Mexico, a tertiary
pump-back system to tie into the
city wastewater treatment plant
to provide some “freshwater”
near the border, and the encase-
ment of a portion of the fetid,
untreated portion of the river.
While the budget must still go
through negotiation with the
Legislature, Figueroa said it is
cause for optimism to remedy a
long-vexing scourge.
“It continues to show that the

work of the community and the
agencies in Imperial County that
have been advocating … for the
dollars to mitigate New River
problems has paid off in the sense
that the message is getting out” of
the unhealthy conditions created
by the river, Figueroa added. 
“Whatever’s going to happen in
Calexico is going to determine in
the improvement of the New
River throughout Imperial
County,” Figueroa added. 
The river, which originates in
Mexico, is rife with known
pathogens and carcinogens that
flow across the international bor-
der at Calexico and north through
Imperial County before emptying
into the Salton Sea. The river is
often subject to raw sewage dis-
charges from a pair of aging
Mexicali-based water-treatment
plants often in disrepair.
Outlook Uncertain
If the $18 million general-fund
allocation for the river makes the
final budget through upcoming
revisions between Newsom and
the Legislature, there is still no
timeline on when the funds
would become available for
Calexico’s project. If the funding
remains intact, it will next have
to be tied to a distributing agency
or state department, Figueroa
said.
Meanwhile, state and county offi-
cials celebrated last week’s
announcement that in addition to
the money for the river, the gov-
ernor’s budget also provides bil-

lions for a climate resiliency
bond. Newsom has said he hopes
to get it placed on the November
2020 ballot. If passed by the vot-
ers, it would provide more than
$200 million for Salton Sea
restoration and e permanent
cleanup solutions.
High praise for those efforts
flowed from Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia, D-Coachella, in
a Jan. 10 statement. He represents
Imperial Valley parts of
Coachella Valley in Riverside
County.
“This new budget marks
unprecedented investments and
momentous headway for the
Salton Sea, New River, and cli-
mate resiliency. Importantly, this
budget reflects that our concerted
advocacy efforts over the years
are being recognized by this
administration,” Garcia stated.
Garcia stated the proposed New
River budget allocation “…along
with our Proposition 68 money
(2018 voter-approved water
bond) will bring our total to $28
million for the New River
Improvement Project…We
remain in active coordination
with the California Secretary for
Environmental Protection to
ensure that we can deliver these
funds…”
Ballot Measure Proposed
The cornerstone of Newsom’s
budget proposal is a $4.75 billion
climate-resilience bond the gov-
ernor proposes be placed on the
November 2020 ballot.

Although Newsom’s office
announced his budget would be
allocating $220 million for the
Salton Sea as if it would be com-
ing from the general fund, it was
later clarified the monies would
be accessible if the larger climate
bond was passed. 
The funds million would support
Salton Sea habitat and air-quality
mitigation projects within the
State’s Salton Sea Management
Plan.
“I am encouraged to learn about
the Governor’s budget proposal
that includes funding to address
these public and environmental
health threats that we are faced
with on a daily basis with the
New River and Salton Sea,”
County Board Chairman Luis
Plancarte stated Jan. 10.
Meanwhile, work continues on
the various pieces of the Calexico
New River Parkway Project that
will eventually tie into the infra-
structure projects south of the
Second Street bridge. All com-
prise elements of the Calexico
New River Improvement Project.
The parkway project, which is
being carried out in three phases,
will likely see construction start
in the fall, Figueroa said.
Construction bids for the initial
phase, which was due to start in
mid- to fall 2019, came back
about $600,000 over the $2 mil-
lion budget. 
The Calexico City Council then
rejected the bids and city officials
are still working on revising the

project so that it will be within
the budget.
The call for bids would likely be
re-advertised in February, with
bids due and contracts awarded
during the summer, Figueroa
explained. Work in that phase
includes building the walking
trails-biking paths and other
related infrastructure, such as
lighting and electrical work for
the parkway area. 
The other two phases have yet to
get started. One phase is to build
out the technical infrastructure
that would tie the parkway proj-
ect to the improvements south of
the Second Street bridge (trash-
screen, pump-back system and
encasement). The other would be
aesthetically-oriented, such as
landscaping and other amenities
including park benches.
A portion of the parkway project
still needs to be funded, Figueroa
added, although he was not
immediately clear on how much
remains. It could be about $10
million more needed based on his
initial understanding that $28
million in new money was com-
ing to the New River projects via
the proposed budget, he said. 
The issue was made a bit confus-
ing by the afternoon of Jan. 14
due to Garcia’s office clarifying
that $10 million comes from an
earlier funding source finally
being appropriated and not part
of new general fund monies,
which would be $18 million. 

Proposed State Budget Would Fund New River Project

RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

Tamale Fest..........................................from page two
“I really put my all into cooking. It’s

my passion and it pays off even more when
I get to see everyone enjoy what I make
such as today.”

Featuring a very peculiar “Hot Cheeto”
recipe for her signature tamale, the hot
pink concoction made by the Imperial-
based Enriquez certainly caught the atten-
tion of guests.

“I see that the other contestants are put-
ting out good food, but with this recipe I’m
making an effort to stand out and put my
passion on display,” said Enriquez.    

“I enjoy participating in the event
because it gives me a chance to enjoy the
family atmosphere and lets me have fun
cooking with good friends,” said Jonathan
Sandoval, representing Brawley with his

year-old company “Clamatos Preparados
and More.” 

He added, “We’ve participated in other
events such as the Taco Showdown in
Brawley, so we decided to give tamales a
try this time around.”

The panel of judges featured a number
of local politicians and candidates in
upcoming local elections, such as El
Centro City Council Member Edgard
Garcia, Imperial Irrigation District
Director Erik Ortega, and IID candidate JB
Hamby.

The panel ruled that Kennedy’s Market
from El Centro provided the best tamales
for their entry. 

THE DANZAS DE Mexico Ballet Folklorico perform at the third annual Heber
Tamale Fest held Jan. 11 in Tito Huerta Park. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO
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"The yoga was wonderful and
I need more exercise," said
Yaryan. "I usually walk an hour
on my treadmill in my garage but
it's been too cold to spend an hour
in the garage."

Layton said she started yoga
seven years ago after a stressful
time of caring for her mother,
who was fighting cancer.
Consulting her doctor, she was

prescribed anti-depressants or
told she might try yoga. Not only
did yoga relieve stress but it
helped with weight loss and min-
imized anger issues, she recalled.

"A year ago I decided to start
teaching yoga to help other peo-
ple," Layton  said. "It's just awe-
some to see other people
improve."

Yoga................from page one

WANDA LAYTON (LEFT), a Woman's Club of Holtville mem-
ber, twists during a yoga exercise on Jan. 8.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

County May See More Jobs From Renewable Energy

California needs battery-stor-
age facilities to correct problems
caused by too much solar energy
on the grid and spacious Imperial
County is primed to provide that
solution, said a local economic
development official.

The state is increasingly rely-
ing on solar-energy generation.
The fickly appearance of the sun
causes too much power being
produced at times and not enough
at others, said Tim Kelley, presi-
dent of the Imperial Valley
Economic Development Corp.

The solution to even that out
is huge battery-storage facilities,
Kelley explained. He has been
working with New York’s
ConEdison on its proposed facil-
ity near El Centro. 

The project is now working

its way through the county
Planning and Development
Services Department and could
see the first phase completed by
2022.

The ConEdison project, tenta-
tively named the Westside Canal
Battery Storage Complex, is slat-
ed to be built in numerous phas-
es, said Michael Abraham, assis-
tant county planning director. 

Battery-storage units are to be
developed in 25-megawatt to
350-megawatt parcels over five
to 10 years, he explained. When
fully developed the project is
planned for a total of 2,025
megawatts of storage capability.

The project will be located on
148 acres of land owned by
ConEdison about eight miles
southwest of El Centro near the
Westside Canal at Liebert Road,
Abraham added.

“Solar energy kind of
screwed up the grid, and battery

storage is a solution for that,”
Kelley said, pointing to the need
for “leveling out of the grid.”

That means finding ways to
store and release renewable ener-
gy during those hours when
power is needed but renewable
resources cannot produce
enough, Kelley explained. Also
needed are locations to store the
renewable energy produced when
they are not needed.

The Imperial Irrigation
District found out just how useful
a utility-scale storage facility can
be in dealing with those problems
after its 30-megawatt facility
came online in late 2016, Kelley
said.   

“The benefit (IID) didn’t
expect is that others (utilities)
needed to get rid of power and
they were paying IID to take it,
store it and discharge it (later),”
Kelley said.

That allowed the district to

pay back the money it borrowed
to build the $25 million facility
sooner than expected, he said.

However, it’s not immediate-
ly clear what kind of job creator
battery storage can be. It’s safe to
take IID’s numbers and multiply
them by a factor of 100 to figure
out roughly where the industry
stands to go locally, Kelley pre-
dicted. If IID’s facility took $25
million to develop, he said local
investment in battery storage
could reach $2.5 billion. 

Operating IID’s facility
requires several people and
Kelley said if the industry
expands hundreds of permanent
jobs could be created beyond the
temporary  construction employ-
ment.

There would also be some
ancillary businesses created,
Kelley said, adding  battery-stor-
age facilities require cooling,
analogous to how solar fields

keep permanent staffers on hand
to troubleshoot or clean panels.

It’s also unclear how many
more battery-storage facilities are
planned for the county, Kelley.
But many incoming and existing
solar developments in the county
have space set aside on their solar
operations that is being consid-
ered for the development of bat-
tery-storage units, he added.

The need to develop such
facilities is apparent, Kelley said.
Something like 35 gigawatts of
renewable power is needed to
overcome the shortfall of energy
when the sun is not shining and
the wind is not blowing, he
explained.

The storage needs will only
increase as California races to
meet a mandated target of all util-
ity companies providing 50 per-
cent of power from renewable
sources by 2030 and 100 percent
by 2045.

RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

THE IMPERIAL IRRIGATION District's 30-megawatt battery-storage facility finished in September 2016 near Dogwood and Villa roads in El Centro.
Photos courtesy of IID



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-017
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:

Mayoral trucking
1148 N Harmony Way 
Heber, CA 92249
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:

Gerardo A Mayoral
1149 N Harmony Way
Heber, CA 92249
This business conducted by:An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: June 15, 2006.
I, Gerardo A Mayoral Declare
that all of the information in this

statement is true and correct.
Signature: Gerardo A Mayoral
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2020.

NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 8, 2025.. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6297         
Publish: Jan. 16, 23, 30, February
6, 2020
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Need to publish your Fictitious Business Name Statement, Order
To Show Cause For Name Change, Summons or Probates?

Give Us A Call 
(760) 339-4899

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-879
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
RD Media
1516 Scott Ave. #5
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Rogelio Castillo Dorantes
105 North H St. Apt. 4
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Rogelio C. Dorantes Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Rogelio Castillo
Dorantes
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
10, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 09, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6288    
Publish: Dec. 26, 2019, Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-870
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
International Consolidated Cargo
824 Emerson Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:

Francisco Agustin Perezgrovas
San Francisco 156
San Pedro Residencial 1
Mexicali, MX 21254
Rosa Garrido
San Francisco 156
San Pedro Residencial 1
Mexicali, MX 21254
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: September 21, 1997.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Francisco Agustin
Perezgrovas, Partner
The filing of this statement does

not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December 6,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 5, 2024. A new

statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5846        
Publish: Dec. 26, 2019, Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT
FILE NO.:  19-907
The following person is conducting business as:
Draco Trucking
227 San Felipe Dr.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Alejandro G. Mendez
227 San Felipe Dr.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An Individual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious Business Name(s)
listed above.

I,  Declare that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Alejandro G. Mendez, Owner
The filing of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: December 20, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 19, 2024. A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6296
Publish:  Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT
FILE NO.:  19-918
The following person is conducting business as:
SX Sportswear
125 E. 3rd St. 92-434
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Mario Gastelum
974 S 22nd St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An Individual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)listed above.

I, Mario Gastelum Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Mario Gastelum
The filing of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: December 30, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 29, 2024. A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5857        
Publish: Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Sale of Liened Property

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell at the public auc-
tion pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 21700 et.
esq. and the Civil Code of the State of California beginning with
Section 1998 he following miscellaneous household and personal
property as identified by the tenant name and storage unit number to-
wit:

The following units are located at Double Eagle Scale & Fuel, 701 N.
Sorenson, city of Calipatria, County of Imperial, State of California:

UNIT #37 Carla Jones
UNIT #10 Laurie Williams
UNIT #7 Celia Mendez

This sale will be competitive bidding on 1/17/2020 at 10 A.M. in
Calipatria, Ca, at 701 N. Sorenson Ave. Sale is sold with limit and
reserve. The landlord reserves the right to bid at the Sale. Purchases
must be made with cash and paid for at the time of purchase. All pur-
chased good are sold “as is” and must be removed by 5:00 P.M. on
the date of the sale. This sale is subject to prior cancellation in the
event of settlement between landlord and obligated party.
Legal 6292                                              Publish: Jan. 9, 16, 2020

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Heber Avenue Improvements from Correll Road to Fawcett Road in 

Imperial County.
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(103)

County Project No. 6278

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qual-
ified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services
2. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification

Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/public-
work/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These serv-
ices will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. February 13, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8931
Publish: Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Access Improvements to the Imperial valley Desert Museum Along Imperial

Highway From Interstate 8 to State Route 98 in Imperial County
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(104)

County Project No. 6295

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qual-
ified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services
2. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification

Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/public-
work/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These serv-
ices will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. February 13, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8930
Publish: Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-894
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Taco Quest
525 W Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
887 Oleander Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Peter Paul Gutierrez, Jr.
41 Maple Ave.
Heber, CA 92249

This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: October 19, 2019.
I, Peter Paul Gutierrez, Jr.
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Peter Paul Gutierrez,
Jr.
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
16, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 15, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 6286    
Publish: Dec. 19, 26, 2019, Jan.
2, 9, 2020



NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
Trustee Sale No. 147864 Title No.
DS7300-19003953 NOTE:
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED. YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST, DATED
08/29/2017. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. On 02/07/2020 at 2:00
PM, The Mortgage Law Firm,
PLC, as duly appointed Trustee
under and pursuant to Deed of
Trust recorded 08/31/2017, as
Instrument No. 2017019493, in
book xx, page xx, of Official
Records in the office of the
County Recorder of Imperial
County, State of California, exe-
cuted by Steven Miramontes, A
Single Man and Evangelina
Torreros, A Single Woman, As
Joint Tenants, WILL SELL AT
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGH-
EST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER'S CHECK/CASH
EQUIVALENT or other form of
payment authorized by 2924h(b),
(payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States), At
the Main Entrance to the Imperial
County Courthouse, 939 W. Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243. All
right, title and interest conveyed to

and now held by it under said
Deed of Trust in the property situ-
ated in said County and State,
described as: FULLY
DESCRIBED IN THE ABOVE
DEED OF TRUST. APN 044-652-
018-000 The street address and
other common designation, if any,
of the real property described
above is purported to be: 184
Vallecito Ct, Imperial, CA 92251
The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and other
common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be
made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided
in said note(s), advances, if any,
under the terms of said Deed of
Trust, fees, charges and expenses
of the Trustee and of the trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale
is: $247,450.66 If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any rea-
son, the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the
Trustee, and the successful bidder
shall have no further recourse. The

beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust heretofore executed and
delivered to the undersigned a
written Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and written
Notice of Default and Election to
Sell. The undersigned caused a
Notice of Default and Election to
Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located.
Dated: 12/27/2019 THE MORT-
GAGE LAW FIRM, PLC Adriana
Durham/Authorized Signature
27455 Tierra Alta Way, Ste. B,
Temecula, CA 92590 (619) 465-
8200 FOR TRUSTEE'S SALE
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
(800) 280-2832 The Mortgage
Law Firm, PLC. may be attempt-
ing to collect a debt. Any informa-
tion obtained may be used for that
purpose. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding
at a trustee auction. You will be
bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid

at a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or
may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being
auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or
a court, pursuant to Section 2924g

of the California Civil Code. The
law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish
to learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may
call (800) 280-2832 for informa-
tion regarding the trustee's sale or
visit this Internet Web site -
www.auction.com - for informa-
tion regarding the sale of this
property, using the file number
assigned to this case: 147864.
Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or
that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. A-4714501
01/09/2020, 01/16/2020,
01/23/2020
Legal 6293 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S
SALE TS No. CA-19-866728-NJ
Order No.: 191042475-CA-VOI
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST
DATED 12/13/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale
to the highest bidder for cash,
cashier's check drawn on a state
or national bank, check drawn by
state or federal credit union, or a
check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or
savings association, or savings
bank specified in Section 5102 to
the Financial Code and author-
ized to do business in this state,
will be held by duly appointed
trustee. The sale will be made,
but without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the accrued prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust, with inter-
est and late charges thereon, as
provided in the note(s), advances,
under the terms of the Deed of
Trust, interest thereon, fees,

charges and expenses of the
trustee for the total amount (at the
time of the initial publication of
the Notice of Sale) reasonably
estimated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on
the day of sale. BENEFICIARY
MAY BID LESS THAN THE
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE.
Trustor(s): ARCADIO BECER-
RA AND LEONOR BECERRA,
HUSBAND AND WIFE AS
JOINT TENANTS Recorded:
12/19/2006 as Instrument No.
2006-058328 of Official Records
in the office of the Recorder of
IMPERIAL County, California;
Date of Sale: 2/18/2020 at 2:00
PM Place of Sale: At the North
entrance to the County
Courthouse located at 939 Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243
Amount of accrued balance and
other charges: $126,773.18 The
purported property address is:
133 EAST CALIFORNIA
STREET, CALIPATRIA, CA
92233 Assessor's Parcel No. :
023-182-004-000 NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not
on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction

does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this Notice of Sale may
be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale
postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been

postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call
916-939-0772 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or
visit this Internet Web site
http://www.qualityloan.com,
using the file number assigned to
this foreclosure by the trustee:
CA-19-866728-NJ. Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the sched-
uled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. The
undersigned trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness
of the property address or other
common designation, if any,
shown herein. If no street address
or other common designation is
shown, directions to the location
of the property may be obtained
by sending a written request to
the beneficiary within 10 days of
the date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale. If the trustee is
unable to convey title for any rea-
son, the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the
trustee, and the successful bidder
shall have no further recourse. If

the sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return
of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further
recourse against the mortgagor,
the mortgagee, or the mortgagee's
attorney. If you have previously
been discharged through bank-
ruptcy, you may have been
released of personal liability for
this loan in which case this letter
is intended to exercise the note
holders right's against the real
property only. As required by
law, you are hereby notified that a
negative credit report reflecting
on your credit record may be sub-
mitted to a credit report agency if
you fail to fulfill the terms of
your credit obligations. Date:
Quality Loan Service
Corporation 2763 Camino Del
Rio South San Diego, CA 92108
619-645-7711 For NON SALE
information only Sale Line: 916-
939-0772 Or Login to:
http://www.qualityloan.com
Reinstatement Line: (866) 645-
7711 Ext 5318 Quality Loan
Service Corp. TS No.: CA-19-
866728-NJ IDSPub #0159659
1/16/2020 1/23/2020 1/30/2020
Legal 6298

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-891
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Oscar Trucking
1841 E Thiesen Rd
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Oscar Alcantar Arrieta
1841 E Thiesen Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: October 25, 2017..
I, Oscar Alcantar Arrieta
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Oscar Alcantar
Arrieta 
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State

or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
16, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: December 15, 2024.
A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6294
Publish:  Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASS A DRIVER
2 YEAR EXPERIENCE
REQUIRED
FULL TIME POSITION
BRING CURRENT DMV
PRINT OUT
APPLY IN PERSON AT:
BULL ENTERPRISES INC
1701 BOWKER RD, EL CEN-
TRO CA 92243
PLEASE NO PHONE CALLS
OR EMAILS
Jan. 16, 23, 30, 2020

CLASSIFIED AD
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Operating out of building on
the Calexico Airport grounds for
so many years Rosa’s Plane Food
was frequented by many celebri-
ties and Rosa Barajas still
remembers what each of them
ordered.

“Pierce Brosnan first ordered
a bucket of Corona. Then he
ordered ceviche, shrimp que-
sadillas and hamburgers for the
kids,” she revealed.

Rosa recalled Harrison Ford’s
order: “He came to the restaurant
a few times. The first time
Harrison Ford came, he ordered
chilaquiles with eggs over easy.”

Barajas also remembered a
former California governor’s pro-
tein filled order, saying,

“Schwarzenegger ordered steak
and shrimp.”

Rosa Barajas said she is very
fond of the story involving a
recent celebrity visit.

“The city of Calexico contact-
ed me and asked if Trump could
eat here before he visited the
area, and I told them no,” she said
boldly of the president’s April
2019 visit.

Rosa’s Plane Food operates
Tuesdays to Fridays from 10
a.m.-8 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.-8
p.m. and Sundays 8 a.m.-7:30
p.m. The restaurant has a
Facebook page at Rosa’s Plane
Food Inc and may be reached by
phone at  (760) 890-8860.

A CHILE RELLENO PLATE is among the favorites at Rosa’s
Plane Food in Calexico. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Continued from page seven 
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