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Ag Auctions, Dirt-Track
Action, Music Jams 
Lead 2020 Fair

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

It’s been a year of rebranding
for the California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta, not as a means to
“reinvent” but as a way to
“remind” fairgoers where it came
from and what the fair stands for.

“The theme ‘Farm to Ferris
Wheel’ sprouted from our
rebranding this year. … Growing
up, all the big events were at the
‘fairgrounds,’” fourth-year fair
manager Alan Phillips said dur-
ing a recent interview. “The his-
tory of this facility is embedded
in the community, so we rebrand-
ed it the I.V. Fairgrounds from
I.V. Expo.”

The fair opens at 3 p.m. Feb.
28 and at noon on Feb. 29, March
1, 7 and 8. During the week, the
fair opens at 5 p.m. All buildings
close at 10 p.m. daily.

Regular-price admissions will
be $10 for adults and $8 for chil-

dren and seniors, $5 for parking
and a carnival wristband is $35.
Admission on March 2 is $5 for
everyone.

The new name led to a new
look as well.

“In developing a motif and
logo, one of the important things
(to communicate) was ‘Farm to
Ferris Wheel’ to highlight the
agricultural elements of our com-
munity,” and focus on the tradi-
tion of a fun experience, Phillips
said.

One could argue the 121st
edition of the fair gets back to
basics by adding features that
hearken to a gloriously golden
era. That was when the fair meant
livestock shows and auctions
with an emphasis on ag educa-
tion, when racing events at the
grandstands were plentiful, and
midway rides were king.

Ag Focus
It almost goes without saying

the fair starts and ends with
action in the livestock areas.

During opening weekend and
throughout the week hundreds of
local children and teens show off
their months of hard work and
dedication on livestock and ani-
mal projects. They vie for show-
manship ribbons and awards and
compete in round-robin events,
all in preparation for the major
auctions of the final weekend. 

On March 6-7, tens of thou-
sands of dollars will change
hands as qualifying animal proj-
ects, big and small, are sold off to
the highest bidders.

With that in mind, Phillips
said the former Doc’s Barn has
been expanded to become Doc’s
Pavilion, a hospitality suite of
sorts where fairgoers can rest and
take part in learning more about
agriculture.

Continued on page 3

Holtville Fire Explorers
Get Hands-on Training 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

It is often said travel is an
education and for one graduate of
Holtville High School all the
mileage she has logged has possi-
bly earned her a master’s degree. 

Isabelle Roucoules, from the
Lyon area of France, was an
exchange student in the 1983-84
academic year when she graduat-

ed from Holtville High School
that June. Anna Ruiz, a Holtville
native, was Roucoules's host stu-
dent and close friend and fol-
lowed with her own graduation in
1985.

"I was the one who initiated
the student exchange stay (in my
family)," said Ruiz during a tour
of the high school campus on
Feb. 18. "She's like another sister
and everyone in my family

adores her. She's such a sweet
person." 

Touring through the gym and
then the livestock pens, as well as
the woodshop, Roucoules mar-
veled at the diversity of how the
curriculum expanded since her
studies there. She explained how
in France there are no extracur-
ricular activities, just academics.

Former French Exchange Student
Marvels at Holtville High Changes

(FROM LEFT) FORMER Former French exchange student Isabelle Roucoules, her daughter
Marion, and niece Zoe Carriere visit the yearbook archive at Holtville High School on Feb. 18 to
look back on Isabelle’s senior year at the school in 1983-84. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Continued on page 4

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Absent in recent years, the
Holtville’s Fire Department

Explorers came roaring to life in
August when Chief Alex Silva said

he recognized it would be a valu-
able tool to develop 

future firefighters.

Raylene Tapiceria | File Photo

Continued on page 3

Rocket Kids: Cornerstone Church
Program Goes Beyond - Page 2



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Celebrating on the penulti-
mate evening of a spiritual pro-
gram to bring children closer to
Biblical scripture, the
Cornerstone Church in Holtville
held a special evening for some
of its youngest congregants on
Feb. 19.

Kids 4 Truth is a program
designed to teach pre-kinder-
garten through fifth-grade stu-
dents Biblical lessons through
memorization and some fun
games, explained Heather North,
program coordinator. The goal is
having the students apply what
they learn to their own lives.

The group meets Wednesdays
from October to March. About 20
children have been participating
and were able to show off what
they learned. 

"For the girls (as well as
boys) they have Bible instruction
and then the girls display the
crafts they produced which high-
light some of the scripture
they've studied," said North.
"And tonight the boys will shoot
off rockets they made them-
selves. Then we hold a free raffle
so they can enjoy the shaved ice
truck." 

Bible Lesson
For the final Bible lesson

children were taught that God,
since he is all knowing, knows
that sin is in people’s hearts, said
Donna Schoenmann, a veteran
church attendee along with hus-
band David, and a children's
mentor. However, if forgiveness
is sought, the transgression can
be blotted out, she explained.

"Our big thought, is to know
who Jesus Christ is. The way to
salvation is that we are saved
through the grace of Christ,
which changes the heart and our
lives, and we are showing that
concept tonight," said Donna.

Just as the final moments of
dusk began to fade the boys from
Cornerstone gathered in a church
classroom to put the finishing
touches to the rockets crafted
during the prior weeks. John
Moiola, a church volunteer, did a
final quality check of student
rockets and crated the missiles
along with the launching device,
pad and remote out to the soccer
field just north of the church.

We Have a Problem
Isaiah Enriquez, a fourth

grader at Finley Elementary
School, accompanied Moiola out
to the launch pad and watched as

Moiola prepared for the firing.
Holding the remote Isaiah did the
count down as his fingers disap-
peared into his palm. 

Unfortunately, similar to
early efforts at Cape Canaveral,
his rocket did not manage to
attain its target.

"My rocket misfired (after
three attempts)," Isaiah lamented.
"I like to launch them but as it
lifts off it kind of hurts my ears.
But I really liked building the
rocket. Our teacher helped us
along the way and if we asked if
we could build it a certain way,
he'd find out a way to help use
our ideas."

If there is one certain way to
success, it is persistence. The
next two flight attempts by Julius
Charles, a fifth grader at Pine
School, and Carter Nelson, a Pine
third grader, saw both their rock-
ets launch like the arc of an
Olympic diver.

"It was fun to make the rock-
et and it only took a couple of
weeks to complete, but it was not
at all difficult," said Carter. 

David Schoenmann volun-
teered to watch over students to
prevent anyone from getting too
close to the launch pad during the
rocket firings. It is important in
small towns that churches and

schools work together to help
children get out with a caring
group of adults to guide them, he
explained.

"It's really good to see the
way the community supports the
kids with all these family activi-
ties," he said. "Holtville is a great

town to raise a family. There's
great schools and service clubs,
and the community is small
enough you can get to know a lot
of people." 
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Week of February 24th
Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT)

The Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT) is an evidenced-based 
therapy used to treat individuals that are diagnosed with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other related problems. Join us
as Andrea Platero, introduces us to the model and the processes  of
CPT used to work through and recovery from PTSD.

Andrea Platero
Registered Associate Professional Clinical Counselor  

Mental Health Counselor
Youth and Young Adult Services El Centro MHSA FSP

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 24 de febrero 2020

Terapia de Procesamiento Cognitiva (TPC)
La Terapia de Procesamiento Cognitiva (TPC) (Cognitive Processing Therapy
CPT, por sus siglas en inglés) es una terapia basada en evidencia que se utiliza
para tratar a las personas diagnosticadas con el Trastorno de Estrés
Postraumático (TEPT) y otros problemas relacionados. Únase a nosotros mien-
tras Francisca Gomez, nos presenta el modelo y los procesos de TCP utilizados
para trabajar y recuperarse del TEPT.

Francisca Gomez
Trabajadora Social Clínico Asociada Registrada

Trabajadora Social Psiquiátrico 
Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.

at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30

p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30

p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:

Mondays @ 6pm at the
Daniel's home (contact the
church office for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the

community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer 
American Legion

BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday

Night. Come support your
American Legion.

275 6th Street - Holtville

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
FEB 28: Todd Kennedy, Larry Weaver, Mary Beth Denning†, Sarah 
Grizzle, 
FEB. 29: Todd Kennedy
MAR. 01: Connor Contreras, Carley Johnson Hilfiker, Jim Layton, Pat
Salcido, Rudy Chavez, Austin Green.
MAR. 02: Karl Vogel, John F. Wood, John Chimits, Oliver Glen Bornt
MAR. 03: Fiona Mae Vessey, Charlotte Durrer†, Heather Vessey 
Garcia
MAR. 04: Adam Strahm, Courtney Peeks, Christian Spangler, Paul 
Joseph Iten, Donnie Cradic, Jay Donald Hilfiker, Marie J. Irungaray,  
Maggie Mae Velasco. 

Anniversaries

FEB. 27: Mr. & Mrs.Travis Layton, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Grizzle
FEB. 28: Mr. & Mrs. Kelton Bonham, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Van Der 
Linden Jr.
MAR. 02: Mr. & Mrs. Dave Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lane
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Rocket Kids: Cornerstone Church
Program Goes Beyond

MARJI LEIMGRUBER; A Cornerstone Church volunteer,
gives a Bible lesson to children Feb. 20 during the Kids 4 Truth
program at the Holtville church. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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Phillips said the emphasis on
ag-related education and fun can
be experienced at Doc’s Pavilion
through the ongoing presence of
Farm Smart representatives from
the Imperial County Desert
Research and Extension Center
in Holtville.

There will be multiple daily
staging of entertainer Bob
Bohm’s “Farm-ily Feud” game
show. Teams will battle to test
their knowledge of farming, live-
stock and ag products, combined
with silly skill games to declare
the “number 1 farmer.”

Dirt Track to Light Up
In the nod to tradition, there

will be six dirt-track events at the
grandstands, including motorcy-
cle, sprint and dwarf-car racing, a
demolition derby and a monster
truck rally, Phillips said.

A monster truck exhibition
kicks off opening night, Feb. 28,
followed by flat track and track
and trail motorcycle racing
events both Feb. 29 and March 1. 

A demolition derby will be
held March 4, and lighting-sprint
and dwarf-car racing will be on
the track both days of the final
weekend, March 7-8. The
Heritage 500 jalopy race also will
take place on March 8.

Live Performers
Phillips said there will be a

good mix of entertainment fair-
goers can find at any time,
including musical performances.

New to the Casa De Mañana

building this year will be
“MindWorks,” a science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts and
math activity for children. It
takes the form of mind-bendingly
large versions of classic board
games like Operation, Battleship,
Simon Says, and Scrabble that
challenge the brain, Phillips said.

Live entertainment will
include the return of hypnotist
Susie Haner and Godfrey the
Magician to the Palm Oasis Stage
and one-man band Washboard
Willie, who will roam the fair-
grounds.

The Mechanics Bank Center
Stage, which has replaced the
grandstand for the main music
acts, will feature a lineup of trib-
une bands. Those will include
Hot August Nights, a Neil
Diamond Tribute on Feb. 28;
‘80s rockers Checker’d Past,
Feb. 29; Garth Guy, a tribute to
Garth Brooks and Left of Centre,
March 4; an Elton John Tribute,
March 5; Noise Pollution, a trib-
ute to AC/DC, March 6; and
Anthem Road, March 7.

There will also be three Día
De La Familia concerts on March
1 featuring Los Originales de la
Baja, Pancho Felix and La Nueva
Adiccion, all on the Mechanics
Bank Center Stage.

Students Get the Spotlight
High School Madness returns

on March 2, with local high
school students competing to see
who has the most spirit through a
mix of competitions that include

cheerleading and drumlines. 
With the grandstands packed

with high school students,
Phillips said a livestream will
bring the action to
mobile devices
and computers
via the fair’s web-
site.

Precautions
Taken 

P h i l l i p s
warned there will
be some changes
this year, includ-
ing a strictly
enforced no-food
policy for the ani-
mal barns. The
Imperial County
fair board made
the move follow-
ing an e coli out-
break at the San
Diego County
Fair in 2019 that
was traced to the
livestock area. 

M u l t i p l e
h a n d - w a s h i n g
stations will be
installed near the
barns and in the
immediate vicini-
ty,  Phillips said.
Visitors are
encouraged to use
them after visit-
ing the barns,
including clean-
ing off stroller or
w h e e l c h a i r

wheels before leaving the fair-
grounds.

For additional information,
people can call the fair office at

(760) 355-1181 or visit the web-
site ivfairgrounds.com 

Fair preview...............page one 

Holtville council upgrades accounting software, 
has midyear budget review

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Summary: Holtville planned
software purchase protects
against malware and finance
review paints picture of staying
within budget.

In a process that is expected
to take up to a year to complete,
the Holtville City Council author-
ized the purchase of a new cloud-
based accounting system that will
allow residents an online option
to pay their water and trash bills.

"The city's current software is
on its last breath. It still works,
but it's outdated," Holtville City
Manager Nick Wells said, adding
the old system works with the
outdated Windows 7 operating
system. "We need to switch to
Windows 10. It's more secure
from viruses and external attacks.
And if something goes wrong
with the current system, there's
no way to get it repaired."

The council voted 4-0 to pur-
chase a less expensive cloud-
based version of the accounting
system from Caselle Systems of
Provo, Utah, during its Feb. 24
meeting. Council member Mike
Pacheco was absent from the
meeting.

A few of Caselle's team mem-
bers visited city staff in spring
2019 to provide a full-day semi-
nar introducing the basics of the

software's functionality, Wells
said.

A Choice of System
Upgrades

Holtville was faced with two
investment options. The more
expensive option was to purchase
and house the software onsite at a
cost of $69,975, plus a monthly
support fee of $1,219. The sec-
ond option was cloud-based,
where the software would remain
on a Caselle server at a cost of
$28,325, with a monthly support
fee of $1,937.

"Discussion with staff and
Alex Estrada (the city’s informa-
tion technology consultant)
found the (cloud-based) option
workable and in line with the
city's needs and allow for pur-
chase of a less-expensive server
computer," Wells said.

The process will take between
nine and 12 months to complete,
according to information in a
staff report to the council by
Wells and finance supervisor
Kariza Preciado.

Minor additional costs
include conversion of past data
for historical comparisons,
account conversion and travel to
Caselle so trainers can orient city
staff to the system, which is
expected with any software pack-
age that would have resulted with
any selection, Wells explained.
The city was aware of the need

for new software the last couple
of years and made contingency
plans, he said.

"This was fully budgeted the
past few years with equal contri-
butions allocated to the general
fund, water and sewer funds,"
Wells said. "It is anticipated that
the software purchase, additional
services from Caselle and hard-
ware upgrades all are within the
financial boundary for the proj-
ect, set at under $100,000 total."

Midyear Budget Review
Tracks as Projected

In other business, Preciado
apprised the council of the status
of the fiscal 2019-2020 budget at
its midyear point, Dec. 31, 2019.
The budget year started July 1,
2019.

"The overall financial posi-
tion is that we are well on target,"
Preciado said.

Wells went on to explain that
general fund revenues at the mid-
point were at $1.2 million, or 40
percent of the projected total for
the year, which ends June 30.
Meanwhile, general fund expen-
ditures were at $1.5 million, or 56
percent of projected budget.

“At the midyear point of FY
2019-20, the top 10 (general
fund) revenues account for 68
percent of total (general fund)
revenues budgeted," Wells said.
"And transfers from other agen-
cies and internal funds account

for the bulk of the remaining total
revenues."

Some of the top 10 general
fund revenue sources include
utility taxes, which were at 56
percent as of midyear; vehicle
license fees at 54 percent; sales
tax revenue at 61 percent of pro-
jection; property taxes, which are
distributed to cities only in April,
May, November and December,
and are at 62 percent; and for
Citizens' Option for Public Safety
grant funding from the U.S.
Department of Justice, which is
at 91 percent.

"The city will again apply for
these funds, but they do not have
a set scheduled when they will be
dispersed," Wells said of the
COPS grant, which funds some
level of police services in the
community.

As for administration costs,
Wells said those costs are hover-
ing near 50 percent of projec-
tions. "We believe these expendi-
tures will not exceed budget
amounts for the year," Preciado
added.

Police and dispatch service
expenditures are trending at 50
percent of projected budget, with
the Fire Department at 57 per-
cent. Fire costs includes paying
for strike teams dispatched to
fight wildland fires in other parts
of California. However, Preciado
said those costs will be reim-
bursed later in the year.

STAFF REPORT

The Alzheimer's Association
San Diego/Imperial Chapter will
hold presentations on March 12
at the El Centro Regional
Medical Center Imperial Valley
Mall location, 3451 S. Dogwood
Road, suite 1220. 

Sessions on "Healthy Living
for your Brain and Body" will be
from 11 a.m. to noon in Spanish
and from 1-2 p.m. in English.

The class is designed to help
people make lifestyle choices
that will keep their brains and
bodies healthy as they age. This
includes diet and nutrition, exer-
cise, cognitive activity and social
engagement.

For more information contact
the Alzheimer’s Association at
(619) 678-8322

or (619) 340-1261.

Alzheimer’s
Presentations

Scheduled

E.C. Council Member Garcia  Pleads to DUI
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

At a pre-trial hearing on Feb.
25, El Centro City Council
Member Edgard Garcia pleaded
no contest to two misdemeanor
counts of driving under the influ-
ence of an alcoholic beverage.

No contest is a way to close a
case without admitting guilt. The
plea was entered by Jason

Amavisca, Garcia's defense attor-
ney. When a defendant enters a
no contest plea, they are choos-
ing to remain silent as to his or
her guilt or innocence in order to
close a case. 

According to the minutes of
the Feb. 25 pre-trial hearing,
which were posted at the
Superior Court's law library, a
pay plan was listed ordering
Garcia to pay $1,786 for the

arrest. The sentence also includ-
ed three years’ probation and five
days of community service.

The sentence was imposed by
U.S. District Court Judge Donal
Donnelly.  

Garcia was arrested at
approximately 10:15 p.m. on
May 7, 2019 at the corner of
Aurora and Cypress drives in El
Centro just hours after he had
presided over an El Centro City

Council meeting as the then-
mayor. 

Garcia was charged with hav-
ing a blood-alcohol content
exceeding 0.08 percent and a sec-
ond count of BAC above 0.15
percent. He registered blood-
alcohol levels of .208, .23 and
.24, about three times the legal
limit of .08, court records show.

Donnelly presided over the
case almost from its beginning

because all local Superior Court
judges recused themselves due to
potential conflicts of interest.
The county District Attorney’s
office also declared a conflict,
causing the state Attorney
General’s office to prosecute the
case. 

Garcia ran against District
Attorney Gilbert Otero in 2018.



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

The city of El Centro’s annual
Mardi Gras Light Parade and Street
Festival is an event that guarantees a
good time for all in attendance and
makes a point of honoring its com-
munity-service oriented citizens. 

El Centro residents Jack Terrazas
and his wife, Frances Terrazas, were
honored as this year’s Mardi Gras
King and Queen of the parade for a
lifetime of community service and
got the opportunity to ride the city’s
featured float during the evening of
parade Feb. 22.

The Kind and Queen threw beads
off a float constructed and elaborate-
ly lighted by the city of El Centro.

“It was a good experience. There
were a lot of lively people. Once we
got closer to Main Street it was
flooded with people. Between the
fire station and the police station, the
crowd stretched five or six people
deep,” said Jack Terrazas describing
his regal ride down the parade route.

It was a family affair, the
Terrazas’ daughter, Rebecca Terrazas
Baxter, the county’s intergovernmen-
tal affairs director, announced the
parade. Rebecca has attended the
Mardi Gras parade for years. 

“What’s different about it is that
it’s a light parade. It’s more engaging
for kids. They love to run out and
grab beads,” Rebecca said.

With some 30 entries in this
year’s parade, the event culminated
in a street festival on Main Street,
where vendors sold food and drinks
and music was performed.

“There were several food booths
and drinking booths and a VIP party.
I have been impressed with the way
the city of El Centro manages the
event every year. Mardi Gras in El
Centro has better floats and is more
organized,” Rebecca said.

Tom Henderson, a member of
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9305

Vietnam Veterans, and a handful of
his brothers in arms caught a special
ride for the parade.

“We rode the El Centro Fire
Department fire truck in the parade
to the spread the word about us
bringing the Mobile Vietnam
Memorial Wall to Bucklin Park in El
Centro from March 26 to March 30,”
Henderson said.

Continued on page 8
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Sheriff Did Not
Conduct Internal

Probe of
Attack on

Deputy 
BY GARY REDFERN

The Imperial County Sheriff’s Office did not conduct
an internal review regarding its deputy’s actions during a
violent November 2018 encounter in Holtville that result-
ed in a man recently being convicted of assaulting the
deputy, a senior agency official said.

“This was a very violent attack on our officer. There
really is no room for anything else” other than criminal
action against the subject, Sheriff’s Lt. Jimmy Duran said.

However, in an interview days after the incident
Sheriff Raymond Loera stated otherwise.

“Absolutely. Not to penalize anyone. What steps can
be taken to prevent something (like this)? But you do this
job and you know there are uncertainties,” Loera said
when asked if there would be an internal investigation. 

According to Sheriff’s logs, court records and inter-
views, Alex Padilla, 39, of Holtville, attacked and seri-
ously injured Deputy Miguel Calderon after Calderon
approached Padilla at the intersection of Ninth Street and
Orange Avenue in Holtville about 9 p.m. on Nov. 28,
2018. The deputy reported he was conducting a “pedestri-
an check,” a log stated.

Calderon suffered head injuries and was flown to an
out-of-area hospital where he was treated and released
within hours.

Padilla was charged with assaulting Calderon, wrest-
ing away the deputy’s gun and firing at him before fleeing
in Calderon’s patrol car. He was arrested a short time later
inside a church packed with evening worshippers.

A Superior Court jury on Jan. 28 convicted Padilla of
multiple felonies. He faces 45 years to life or more at a
March 19 sentencing.

The fact that the deputy was injured and Padilla was
not played a role in how the matter was handled internal-
ly by the Sheriff’s Office, Duran explained.

“Usually we engage in that (an internal investigation
of the officer’s actions) when there is an officer shooting,
or a (suspect’s) bone is broken. In this case the officer was
violently attacked,” he said.

Commenting in the interview after the incident on
whether the results of any internal investigation would be
made public, Loera said, “At some point we may be able
to release it. I would comfortable doing that as long as it
can be done within the laws regarding that situation. It’s
serious. One of our deputies was injured. We really don’t
want to make any quick judgment.”

Meanwhile, the deputy is still recovering and wishes
to speak publicly about the matter, Duran added.

“He is still suffering from the injury. We have him on
modified duty. After the sentencing on March 19 he wants
to talk about it,” Duran said, explaining the deputy would
address written questions submitted in advance by the
media. 

Mardi Gras Light Parade And Street Festival
Lights Up The Night In El Centro

Foreign student...............page one 
Overwhelmed by Progress

Achieved
"It's (school) changed a lot

but for the better, but the city has
stayed the same," said
Roucoules. "I also came back in
the ‘90s and it's similar to what I
remembered. But now, the high
school has improved really well.
In 1984, they had the animal
barns but I didn't know what it
was about. I was 17 and didn't
realize the livestock and agricul-
tural programs were for student
education. But I feel like I'm
coming back home."

Ruiz met up with Roucoules
in Las Vegas recently to welcome
her back to the states. They hiked
the Red Rock Canyon and the
Valley of Fire State Park.

"It's beautiful and we'll be in
San Diego tomorrow (Feb. 19)
with another classmate, Claudia

Garcia, who will show us the
sights,” said Roucoules. "I want-
ed to show my daughter (Marion)
and my niece (Zoe Carriere) the
Holtville High School."

Exploring Hidden Local
Treasure

Roucoules also got to tour
through the Holtville hot springs,
an area east of the city that draws
numerous winter visitors. 

"We liked it very much. It is
very different from France," said
Marion. 

Added Roucoules, "That is
the kind of experience we could
not ordinarily do ... only with
connections in the area. We also
went to Glamis and got to see the
dune buggies."

Ericela Bolin is Anna Ruiz's
younger sister and was 13 in
1984. She recalled Roucoules

has returned to Holtville several
times, accompanied by her hus-
band, mother and children.

"Isabelle is a smart, smart
girl," said Bolin. "She speaks
three languages. And she loves to
walk. We've often walked all
over Holtville. She loves
Mexican culture, and the food,
especially tamales."

Ruiz last saw Roucoules two
years ago and prior to that in
1996 when Ruiz was on active
duty in the Air Force and sta-
tioned in Hungary. She flew to
Paris on  leave and took a train to
the Lyon area to meet Roucoules.

"I met her parents and then
saw her husband and kids again,"
she recalled. "Seeing Isabelle
again was so wonderful. She's
like an older sister and everyone
in my family treasures her. She is
such a delightful person."

THE GREAT SPARTAN Band participates in the annual city of El
Centro Mardi Gras Light Parade and Street Festival on Feb. 22.
Featuring bands and lighted floats, from which beads were tossed to
those watching along the parade route, the event started near Eighth
Street and Wensley Avenue and ended downtown at Fifth and Main
streets. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

With much preparation still
needed before the U.S. Census
can start March 12, it was recent-
ly learned Imperial County qual-
ified for an another $100,000 in
state funding for outreach, a
county official said.

That is in addition to the ini-
tial $284,000 state grant
announced in early 2019, said
Esperanza Colio Warren, deputy
county executive officer.

“More efforts here are need-
ed, and they (the state) know we
have gaps,” she explained during
a Feb. 25 interview. 

Warren is directing the
Imperial County 2020 Census
Complete Count Committee. It
coordinates outreach on the
importance of participating in the
Census.

Such efforts are underway as
hundreds of local workers can-
vass neighborhoods to let people
know official “self-responding”
can begin March 12, Warren said. 

That is when kiosks--a laptop
and at least one federal Census
worker--will go up at 30 sites.
They will assist non-English
speakers and those not comfort-
able with computers in the self-
reporting period of the count,
which for the first time will be on
the Internet in addition to mail
and telephone contacts, Warren
added.

National Census Day is April
1 but self-reported and “assisted”
counting will be done through
much of March until April 30.

Where is the Money Going?
A first wave of funding

arrived to the county in the fall.
Some of it is still being disbursed
to cities and nonprofit agencies
are aiding in the education effort,
but Warren said more funds are
needed because the county has so
many areas historically hard to
count. The county is considered
the most difficult to count in
California. 

Nearly all of Calexico and
central and eastern portions of El
Centro and Brawley are some of
the most difficult to count census
“tracts” in the state. However,
there are rural areas and smaller
communities equally difficult to
reach because of language barri-
ers, including Seeley, Heber, Palo
Verde Valley in northeastern
Imperial County and
Winterhaven in the east county,
Warren added.

With some contracts still
being signed between the county
and nonprofit agencies, Warren
said there are more than 20 enti-
ties and organizations getting
funds to canvass and educate. 

That includes committees
within the cities of Calexico,
Brawley and El Centro, Warren
added. Some of the money is
going to canvassing and some for
translators/aides and equipment
at the kiosks, she said.

Warren added 13 nonprofit
agencies are dedicated to unin-
corporated communities, includ-
ing the Imperial Valley LGBT
Resource Center. It is getting
paid $33,280 from the county for
efforts in Winterhaven, Palo
Verde, Ocotillo, Niland and
Salton Sea Beach.

The cities of Holtville,
Imperial and El Centro are get-

ting their money directly and the
funding is being distributed by
city government staffs. However,
in communities with fewer man-
power resources, such as
Calexico and Brawley, the coun-
ty funded the efforts of larger
nonprofit subcontractors even
though the cities arranged to use
them. These include
Neighborhood House in Calexico
and Comite Civico Del Valle for
Brawley, Calipatria and
Westmorland, Warren said.

El Centro received $45,471;
Neighborhood House $40,025 on
behalf of Calexico; and Comite
Civico $24,500 on behalf of
Brawley. 

The county is using $93,150
for unincorporated areas, with
the biggest single awards going
to Heber, $27,520 mostly to
Campesino Unidos Inc.; $16,740
to Seeley through Campesinos
Unidos; and $14,170 to
Winterhaven by way of the
LGBT Resource Center.

Creative Outreach
There were some immediate

details on how the monies are
being spent. Many expenses dur-
ing the canvassing period are for
educational materials and
stipends for canvassers, Warren
said.

Ricardo Ortega of Calexico
Neighborhood House has said his
agency pays workers $4 per hour,
which he added is an amount
allowed under the law for such
work. Much of the other expens-
es go toward flyer printing.
Funds cannot be used for admin-
istrative overhead, Ortega and
Warren acknowledged.

Funds will also be used for
kiosk laptops, Ortega added, and
Warren said Calexico will have
three--one each at the Camarena
Memorial Library,
Neighborhood House and the
Calexico Housing Authority.

Creativity is being employed
to maximize the count in some
areas, officials noted.   Because
Winterhaven has a high number
of illiterate, cellular phones will
be purchased so workers can aide
in telephonic self-counting.

In Palo Verde, with limited
Internet service, there will be
giveaways of food and drinks to
draw people to that community’s
only kiosk at the county Fire
Department substation, which
has reliable wi-fi, Warren
explained.

One of the costliest days will
be March 12, she indicated,
because of kick-off events.
Teams will split up to canvass
some of the hardest-to-reach
areas and let residents know to
visit kiosks for free hotdogs, for
example, where other workers
will be on site to assist.

When Self-Reporting Ends,
What Next?

The last day to self-respond
to the Census is April 30.
Afterward, the U.S. Census
Bureau make home visits from
May 9 to July 31. 

That is where things tradi-
tionally get tricky for Census
officials who have not been able
to reach everyone. This is espe-
cially true in high-immigrant
areas such as Imperial County
due to mistrust of government
officials stemming from  immi-
gration status or language chal-
lenges.

It is hopes the outreach cam-

paign will mitigate some of those
barriers, officials said.

Recently, some reportedly
ad-libbed ads have appeared on
local radio in English and
Spanish to get the word out about
participating in the count.

Although this newspaper has
been unable to get a script, at
least one warned  residents to
voluntarily respond to the Census
to avoid Census Bureau officials
knocking on their door later.

When asked about the ads
and whether the county commit-
tee or city subcommittees were
involved Warren said they were
not but that she intends to look
into the matter.

“I don’t want people to be
afraid; that’s not the idea,” she
said.  
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Empty Lot, No Comments Mark 
Anniversary of Brooks Fire

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A y e a r  a f t e r  f i r e
d e s t r o y e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c
B r o o k s  J e w e l r y  b u i l d i n g
a t  S ix th  and  Main  s t ree t s
in  E l  Cen t ro  the  case  on
who s ta r t ed  the  suspec ted
arson  appears  as  co ld  as
the  concre te  s l ab  on  which
the  s t ruc tu re  once  s tood .

C i t y  f i r e ,  p o l i c e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t
off i c ia l s  d id  no t  immedi -
a te ly  respond  to  Feb .  20
reques t s  fo r  an  upda te  on
the  inves t iga t ion .  The  l as t
r e p o r t  w a s  a n  O c t o b e r
emai l  f rom John  Faub ion ,
an  E l  Cen t ro  f i r e  ba t t a l ion
ch ie f .

"Th i s  bu i ld ing  f i r e  i s
an  a r son  f i r e , "  he  wro te .
"The  case  i s  s t i l l  open  and
we a re  work ing  wi th  l aw

enforcement .  We a re  no t
re leas ing  any  o ther  in fo r -
mat ion  a t  th i s  t ime  due  to
the  sens i t ive  na tu re  o f  the
case . "

The  f i r e  a t  598  W.  Main
o c c u r r e d  o n  F e b .  11 ,
2 0 1 9 .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s
la te r  r azed  and  bus inesses
in  an  ad jo in ing  bu i ld ing
were  a l so  d i sp laced  due  to
wate r  damage .

Meanwhi le ,  the  p roper -
ty ’s  owner,  Lar ry  Bra t ton ,
when  reached  a t  h i s  ch i l -
d ren’s  home in  Texas  on
Feb .  20  sa id  he  has  no t
spoken  to  po l ice  o r  f i r e
off i c ia l s  s ince  June  2019 ,
t w o  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e
bu i ld ing’s  demol i t ion .  He
l o n g  o p e r a t e d  a  j e w e l r y
s to re  on  t he  s i t e  be fo re
re t i r ing .

B r a t t o n  m e n t i o n e d
repor t s  a  wi tness  had  seen

a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w e a r i n g  a
hooded  swea t sh i r t  depar t -
ing  the  a rea  on  a  b icyc le
jus t  a f t e r  the  bu i ld ing  was
engul fed  in  f l ames .

" I ’ve  heard  the re  was  a
v ideo  o f  i t , "  sa id  Bra t ton .
" W h o  k n o w s  i f  i t ’s
h e a r s a y.  T h a t  b u i l d i n g
was  an  i con  o f  downtown
and  i t  shou ldn’t  have  hap-
pened ."

Off ic ia l s  have  no t  com-
mented  on  tha t  r epor t .

H o w e v e r,  B r a t t o n ,
a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  d i s -
t r e s s e d ,  i n d i c a t e d  h e  i s
no t  dwel l ing  on  the  mat -
t e r.

" I  don’t  wan t  to  re l ive
i t  aga in .  I ’m t i r ed  o f  i t , "
he  sa id .

Other Bus iness
Disp laced

El  Dorado  Pr in t ing  and
E m b r o i d e r y,  o w n e d  b y
Jacob  Zava la ,  had  occu-
p i e d  t h e  f o r m e r  j e w e l r y
s to re  loca t ion .  The  ne igh-
bor ing  bus inesses  a ffec ted
i n c l u d e d  T h e  G o l d  &
D i a m o n d  E x c h a n g e ,  T h e
Chopping  Block  ha i r  sa lon
and  Jos ie ' s  L inger ie .  Al l
have  moved  to  new loca-
t ions .

The  un ion  ha l l  o f  Loca l
2554 ,  r ep resen t ing  abou t
6 0 0  U . S .  B o r d e r  P a t r o l
agen t s ,  was  d i sp laced  and
h a s  e n d u r e d  s e v e r a l
c h a n g e s  o f  l o c a t i o n ,
e x p l a i n e d  M i k e  M a t z k e ,
loca l  p res iden t .  The  o ff i ce
i s  n o w  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e
Val ley  P laza  mal l  a t  300
S .  Imper ia l  Ave .

"We jus t  need  a  p lace
to  ho ld  mee t ings .  We jus t
s igned  a  th ree -year  l ease .
But  be fore  we  found  th i s
p lace  we  had  mee t ings  a t
t h e  M o o s e  L o d g e  ( i n
I m p e r i a l ) .  S o m e  g u y s
f rom our  un ion  were  mem-
bers ,  so  they  opened  up
the i r  doors , "  Matzke  sa id .

T h e  a d j a c e n t  b u i l d i n g
was  so ld  to  SERVEPRO,  a
f i r e / w a t e r / f l o o d / m o l d
r e s t o r a t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r ,
s a i d  R i c k  M c M a n u s ,
w h o s e  s o n ,  P a u l ,  p r e v i -
ous ly  owned  the  p roper ty.
He  sa id  he  had  no  in for -
mat ion  regard ing  who  or
wha t  may  have  caused  the
f i re .

FILE PHOTO
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Renovated PMH Calexico Clinic Fondly Received

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Until recently, Calexico resi-
dents would drive to El Centro or
Brawley to be seen by medical
specialists. That is changing
with the Feb. 19 ribbon cutting
marking the opening of the reno-
vated Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District Calexico
Health Center at 450 E. Birch St.

It expands its scope of servic-
es in four areas--primary care,
express care, pediatrics and
women’s health, Pioneers
spokesman Frank Salazar said.
That approach won rave reviews
from those attending the ceremo-
ny.

Irma Margarita Ortega and
Rosa Maria Benitez (her home
service worker) were among
those enjoying the ceremony and
adjoining the health fair. Ortega
lives in senior apartments close to
the Health Center.

Ortega said "esto es pre-
cioso," meaning it is precious,
and added she was so happy
because the clinic is so close to
where she lives.

Benitez added, "I live very
close (to the Health Center) and
they give you quick service and
excellent service. I am so glad
they made this to help the com-
munity of Calexico."

Melitona Gin and her hus-
band, Jesus, came with
Melitona’s mother, Felicita
Gallardo, and their granddaugh-
ter, Luna Gin, 2.

"My mother, husband and

granddaughter have all come here
in last few months, and we have
received very good services,"
said Melitona Gin.

She added she was very
happy to see physician Clara
Padron-Spence and personally
thanked the doctor for previous
care for her family. Padron-
Spence said she was very hon-
ored and reminded Melitona that
she was at her disposal from
Monday to Thursday at the
Health Center.

During the ceremony,
Padron-Spence said, "What
always was a dream is now a
reality."

The expanded clinic will
allow physicians to see more
patients and provide specialized
services in their area, she added. 

Construction for the $4 mil-
lion expansion project started in
2018 and was completed late in
2019. It included a renovation
of 7,600 square feet, an addition-
al 1,600 square feet for a com-
mon lobby/entry, and improve-
ments to the parking lot with a
local transit drop-off area. With
its 30 exam rooms, the Health
Center is prepared for current
needs and growth, PMH officials
said.

In a separate interview during
the health fair, Padron-Spence
explained, "I grew up in El
Centro and after college and
medical school, I worked at San
Diego. After several years, I
came back and opened up my pri-
vate practice for 10 years and
then seven years with Pioneers.

Our goal is to treat the family,
and this clinic gives me that
opportunity and I serve the whole
family."

The clinic marks a major
improvement in healthcare for
the border area, Pioneers District
Board President Maria Aguilera

said in an interview.
“This is such a positive cre-

ation for the south-end communi-
ty because it is used by Calexico
and Mexicali populations, as
services were not available in
the past,” she said. “We will be
able to have obstetrics in the near

future. What a difference. This is
an amazing thing to happen to
come to our community."

The clinic will be open 7 a.m.
to midnight Mondays through
Fridays and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays.

FRANK SALAZAR, PIONEERS Memorial Healthcare District public affairs director, and physi-
cian Clara Padron-Spence attend the ribbon cutting for the renovated PMH Calexico Health
Center on Feb. 19. Padron-Spence sees patients at the clinic. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706

THEME: WOMEN INNOVA-
TORS

ACROSS
1. Cause for September celebration
6. Net holder
9. Island near Java
13. "Pokémon," e.g.
14. *Alice Paul and Crystal
Eastman wrote its first version in
1923, acr.
15. Archeologist's find
16. Synagogue scroll
17. Bag in Paris
18. "Behind ____ Lines"
19. *Aviation pioneer
21. *She rebelled against sentimen-
tal novel
23. Nurses' org.
24. Deceptive maneuver
25. Director's cry
28. Snow and cycling helmet manu-
facturer
30. Low hemoglobin
35. Bryce Canyon state
37. Something to do
39. Lady's Bella Notte date
40. Puerto ____
41. Bone hollow
43. Slang for heroin
44. Cake cover
46. ____ and drab
47. Roman robe
48. "Purple People ____," pl.
50. Defender of skies, acr.

52. Easter lead-in
53. Attention-getting interjection
55. Pres. Truman's 1947 creation,
acr.
57. *She originated the little black
dress
60. *"Hidden ____"
64. Knights' feat of strength
65. *Mary Phelps Jacob patented
the 1st modern one
67. Dickens' Heep
68. Ladies' fingers
69. Three strikes
70. Actress Rene
71. Crowd-sourced review platform
72. Lilliputian
73. Master of ceremonies

DOWN
1. Better than never?
2. a.k.a. midget buffalo
3. 100 cents in Ethiopia
4. D-Day beach
5. Move a picture
6. Breather
7. Investment option, acr.
8. Last European colony in China
9. Crooked
10. Sheltered, nautically
11. Trace or outline
12. Slippery surface
15. Feel indignant about something
20. Indian cuisine dip
22. *Sally Ride was 1st woman in
space for this country

24. Speaker's platform
25. *1st person to win two Nobel
Prizes
26. Carthage's ancient rival
27. Implied
29. *She developed philosophy of
Objectivism
31. Formerly, formerly
32. *Home of Wesleyan College,
first college chartered to grant
degrees for women
33. Insect, post-metamorphosis
34. *Inventor of a newborn screen-
ing test
36. Use a whetstone
38. Caitlyn Jenner's ex
42. Primitive calculators
45. Ulysses and Cary
49. Female
51. *Singular of #60 Across
54. Tennis-affected joint
56. Gold, to a chemist
57. Pepsi rival
58. Fling
59. Rush job notation
60. Inevitable occurrence
61. Reduced instruction set comput-
er
62. Alleviate
63. Old Woman's home
64. *Jennifer Lawrence played her
in eponymous 2015 movie
66. Rivoli in Paris, e.g.

Solutions on page 11

Jack Terrazas explained that
he and his wife were selected for
the honored position of King and
Queen of Mardi Gras by a com-
mittee “because of our volunteer-
ing and civic duties.”

This list of Terrazas’ commu-
nity service contributions over
the years is too long to list in its
entirety.

“Over the years I have built a
long community service resume.
It all started when I became an
officer on my kid’s Little League
board,” Jack said. “My wife later
became a school board member.
One thing led to another, but
there has always been something

we have been involved with.”
Jack was a former El Centro

City Council member and an
Imperial County supervisor for
the El Centro area. He currently
serves on two different boards,
the Imperial Valley Housing
Authority board and the county
Work Training Center board.

“It’s a necessary thing, com-
munity service. I always found it
was something I enjoyed and felt
that it was paying back to my
community and the same time my
community paying it back. Over
time you get to see the results,”
he said.

Mardi-Gras...........from page four



Helping the chief lead the
effort are firefighters Raylene
Tapiceria, Eric Espinoza, Marco
Flores and John Robles.

"I’m so excited, as all of the

crew are, to see the Explorers
happening again," said Tapiceria.
"We all do the training. The
Explorers are an ongoing
process, it is not a school with a
summer break. Our current group
are all high school students." 

Candidates Commit to
Training

After the initial orientation
last summer that drew six stu-
dents and their parents, the
Explorers expanded to eight
members by fall. Three each are
from El Centro and Calexico, and
two from Holtville. All currently
attend high school and are 18 or
19 years old. However, none
have yet to enroll in the fire acad-
emy for fire science or emer-
gency medical technician at
Imperial Valley College.

"They all plan on taking
classes. Not sure when they’ll
enroll but I assume it’ll be in the
summer because they’re still in
school," Tapiceria said.

However, the candidates
made clear from the orientation
not all are committed to a fire-
fighting career. One would like to
be a game warden, while another

intends to become a registered
nurse, she said.
All eight have clearance to go

out on fire calls. 
"They can do a ride-along but

they cannot enter a burning
building," said Tapiceria. "Also,
they can’t go to the top of a
building roof. But they can
accompany the full-timers to a
structural, brush or vehicle fires." 

Some of the tasks Explorers
are capable of handling are
switching out the oxygen bottles
firefighters need to use to prevent
smoke inhalation. Explorers also
go out on medical emergency
calls. They are learning to take
vital signs such as pulse, blood
pressure, temperature and a
patient's level of consciousness.

The Explorers receive the
demanding physical training to
get into peak shape to handle the
daily rigors of a fire station crew.

"They also do training with
ladders, ropes and other equip-
ment we use and how it works,"
said Tapiceria. "We also take

them out to use a hose that’s
charged (full of flowing water),
which is not easy to handle."

Explorers make use of some
local parks, such as the field
behind Holtville Middle School,
where they do pump training.

The department has four fire
trucks with water tanks, one from
the Imperial County Fire
Department. Its fleet includes
brush-fire and structural-fire
trucks. Explorers are not author-
ized to train in driving the trucks.

Explorers Bond with Mentors

"We don’t ask them to do rou-
tine maintenance at the fire sta-
tion," said Tapiceria. "Nor do we
press them to help wash the fire
engines--that’s our job. Our focus
is to develop discipline, self-
esteem and engage in community
involvement."

Tapiceria said the Explorers
are doing great so far and came
out for the Carrot Festival serv-
ing in the department's color
guard.

"They want to learn what it
takes to become a firefighter,"

she said. "Aside from that, it’s
the friendship we build with
them."

She also pointed out the full-
timers are not only advisors but
are like a family. An explorer
with a personal concern can
always find an empathetic ear
from one of the trainers.

"No matter the eventual
career they go into, the training
they will get here will serve them
in whatever profession they
choose," she added.

Visit our website at holtvilletribune.com
and follow us on Facebook for all the latest!
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BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Overwhelmed by Progress
Achieved

"It's (school) changed a lot
but for the better, but the city has
stayed the same," said
Roucoules. "I also came back in
the ‘90s and it's similar to what I
remembered. But now, the high
school has improved really well.
In 1984, they had the animal
barns but I didn't know what it
was about. I was 17 and didn't
realize the livestock and agricul-
tural programs were for student
education. But I feel like I'm
coming back home."

Ruiz met up with Roucoules
in Las Vegas recently to welcome
her back to the states. They hiked
the Red Rock Canyon and the
Valley of Fire State Park.

"It's beautiful and we'll be in
San Diego tomorrow (Feb. 19)
with another classmate, Claudia
Garcia, who will show us the
sights,” said Roucoules. "I want-
ed to show my daughter (Marion)
and my niece (Zoe Carriere) the
Holtville High School."

Exploring Hidden Local
Treasure

Roucoules also got to tour
through the Holtville hot springs,
an area east of the city that draws
numerous winter visitors. 

"We liked it very much. It is
very different from France," said
Marion. 

Added Roucoules, "That is
the kind of experience we could
not ordinarily do ... only with
connections in the area. We also
went to Glamis and got to see the
dune buggies."

Ericela Bolin is Anna Ruiz's
younger sister and was 13 in
1984. She recalled Roucoules has
returned to Holtville several
times, accompanied by her hus-
band, mother and children.

"Isabelle is a smart, smart
girl," said Bolin. "She speaks
three languages. And she loves to
walk. We've often walked all over
Holtville. She loves Mexican cul-
ture, and the food, especially
tamales."

Ruiz last saw Roucoules two
years ago and prior to that in
1996 when Ruiz was on active
duty in the Air Force and sta-
tioned in Hungary. She flew to
Paris on  leave and took a train to
the Lyon area to meet Roucoules.

"I met her parents and then
saw her husband and kids again,"
she recalled. "Seeing Isabelle
again was so wonderful. She's
like an older sister and everyone
in my family treasures her. She is
such a delightful person."

Exchange student...........page one 

Fire Explorers.......................................................................................................page one 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-118
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Imperial Valley Youth Pony
Baseball League
258 E Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
IV At Risk Youth Betterment
Foundation Inc.
721 W Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A

Corporation
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
January 1, 2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C3497360
I, Joey Imperial Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Joey Imperial, President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 7,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 6, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6318        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27 Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-16
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Laura Cintora Tax Services
237 Rockwood Ave, Ste 210
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Maria Laura Cintora
856 Lee Ave
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 9, 2020.
I, Maria L. Cintora  Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Maria Laura Cintora
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2020.

NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 8, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5883       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-93
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Alpha Towing
325 E Evan Hewes Hwy
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Cesar Arevalos
325 E Even Hewes Hwy
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:An
Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 27, 2020.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Cesar Arevalos,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6310        
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-66
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Tropicana Juice & Fruit Bar
114 W. Birch St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Tropicana Juice & Fruit Bar Inc.
114 W Birch St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation

Articles of Incorporation:
C4539881
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Anabel Lippmann,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 28,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 27, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5871       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-97
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Moni’s Insurance Agency
237 Rockwood Ave. Suite 90
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61
San Diego, CA 92154
Full Name of Registrant:
Maria C. Leon
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61
San Diego, CA 92154
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Maria C. Leon
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5872       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF WITH-
DRAWAL FROM PARTNER-
SHIP OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
The following person(s) has
(have) withdrawn as a General
Partner(s) from the partnership
operating under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) :  
Pan American Group
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business name
statement for the partnership was
filed in th e office of the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on: May
25, 2016.
The full name and residence
address of the address of the per-
son(s) withdrawing as a part-
ner(s) is(are): 

Armando G. Ramirez
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signed: Armando G. Ramirez,
Partner
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: January 15, 2020
I hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a correct copy of the origi-
nal on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5880 
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-61
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Growpak
2308 M L King Street
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ana Cristina Ibarra
2297 Caminito Vasto
La Jolla, CA 92037
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature:Ana Cristina Ibarra,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal 5873        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-94
The following person  is conduct-
ing business as:
Love Store California
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste 101
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Efren Mendez Garcia
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste. 101
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Jose Efren Mendez

Garcia, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5881       
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-110
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Villicana Transport
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Humberto Villicana
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
individual
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: February 5, 2020.
I, Humberto Villicana Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Humberto Villicana,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 6,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 5, 2025. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6319            
Publish: Feb 20, 27, Ma r. 5, 12,
2020

FITNESS
4 Ways To Stick To 

A Workout Schedule
(StatePoint) There are plenty

of distractions and temptations
that cause people to skip a work-
out. Here’s how you can stay
focused on fitness.

• Rise and Shine: Consider
creating the habit of working out
first thing in the morning. Not
only will doing so clear your
mind and set the tone for the day,
but for many, it’s the best way to
avoid excuses and ensure the
workout happens at all.

• Every Bit Counts: Don’t
forget that every bit of move-
ment counts. This is an especial-
ly important lesson if you’re not
a gym lover. In fact, one of the
best ways to stay healthy is with
walking. You can even do it dur-
ing your lunch break. With just
30 minutes of brisk walking
added to your daily routine, you
could burn about 150 more calo-

ries a day, according to the Mayo
Clinic. 

• Track It: Wearable tech can
help you stay accountable to
your goals as well as motivate
you to set new ones. Check out
the latest additions to the new
POWER TRAINER sports line-
up of watches from G-SHOCK,
which go beyond an athletic aes-
thetic to offer advanced func-
tionality.

Features include a Training
Log 200 LAP Memory, Training
Timer, Target Alarm and Double
Super Illuminator LED light to
guide you through late-night and
early morning pre-dawn work-
outs. Both the men and women’s
series come equipped with
Bluetooth technology compati-
ble through the G-SHOCK
Connected app. Employing new
technology developed by Casio,

the app displays a graph which
breaks down daily steps taken in
each of five metabolic equiva-
lent (MET) levels from data
based on the step count and
walking pace, as well as displays
the exact time of day the wear-
er’s calories were burned, mak-
ing it useful for interval training.

• Friends and Family:
Maximize workouts by combin-
ing it with quality time -- ask
your spouse, sibling, best friend
or anyone you love to spend time
with to join you at the gym or on
a walk.

Between work, family and
other responsibilities, there’s a
lot to juggle, but with the right
tools and mindset, it’s easier to
prioritize fitness.

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) julief514 / iStock via Getty Images Plus
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-75
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
FRUVEMET Logistics S De RL
DECV
1961 Buchanan Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
233 Paulin Ave. PMB 2311
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrants:
Imperial Valley Foods Inc.
2310 M L King St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 1, 2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C2595036
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Gustavo Caballero,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 29,

2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 28, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5868       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-58
The following person  is conduct-
ing business as:
Mangiamos Pizza
2299 W. Adams Ave. Suite 110
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

888 W. Second St. Suite 230 
Box 58
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Eduardo Gutierrez
861 Oak Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 9, 2020.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Eduardo Gutierrez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 6315        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-42
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
CBI Medical Centers, A
Professional Corporation
801 E Birch Street, Suite 5
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
CBI Medical Centers, 
A Professional Corporation
801 E Birch Street, Suite 5
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
Articles of Incorporation:
C4200513
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and

correct.
Signature: John E Bohm, MD,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 17,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 16, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5869       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-36
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Booking Vacation Rentals
1057 F Torres
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Brenda Leticia Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Alberto Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231

This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 5, 2016.
I,   Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Brenda Leticia Arceo
Aguilera, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 14, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5884        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-121
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
R&R Transport
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Ricardo Rodriguez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 10,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 9, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Lega 5874        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Crossword Puzzle Solutions
from page 10
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El Centro Mardi Gras Light
Parade and Street Festival

MEMBERS OF THE public roam through the vendor area on
Main Street during the annual city of El Centro Mardi Gras
Light Parade and Street Festival on Feb. 22. Featuring bands
and lighted floats, from which beads were tossed to those
watching along the parade route, the event started near Eighth
Street and Wensley Avenue and ended downtown at Fifth and
Main streets. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO  

JOHN MOIOLA, A Cornerstone Church volunteer, with
fourth grader Isaiah Enriquez on Feb. 20 as children in the
Kids 4 Truth program at the Holtville church prepare a rock-
et launch as part of the program’s activities. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO  

Kids 4 Truth
Cornerstone Church Program
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