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Sunny Weather, Sunnier Viewers: Carrot
Festival Parade Could Not Be Better
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The draw of community and tradition
can be so powerful that even the injured
braved pain to participate in the 73rd
annual Holtville Carrot Festival Parade
on Feb. 8, sharing a tight-knit bond and
common cause.
April Casteneda in her camp chair
waited patiently for the parade to begin.
Her daughter, Samantha, is a first chair
trumpet in the Holtville Middle School
band, yet she has a broken toe, explained
Castaneda, who was accompanied by her
husband, Daniel Garcia.
"She will still play, but in a golf cart,"
she said. "She truly loves playing in band.
Samantha was also first chair for the
Imperial Valley Honor Band. Afterwards,
I'll take my youngsters to the carnival
rides. They love the Dragon Wagon
(miniature roller coaster)."
The sway of a harmonious rhythm is
so compelling it revives memories of a
long-lapsed custom. Mary Martinez, a
grandmother to Max Montes, 6, his sister,
Unika, 5, and brother, Jaden, 3, revealed
she was returning to the Carrot Festival
after an absence of five years. She noted
she especially enjoys the equestrian
groups and has a passion for band music.
"I like the kids in the bands. That's
what makes the parade ... oh my gosh,"
said Martinez. "This is my grandkids' first
time at the parade. I took them to the carnival Friday, hardly no people. You got to
beat the crowd. They liked the little motor
boats and dune buggies."
Even though music lifted the spirit of
many, some attended to give moral support to parade entrants. Alejandra
Verdugo, a Calexico resident who said
she has not been to the Carrot Festival in
20 years, attended this year to support her
son, Alberto Llanas, a Holtville Fire
Department Explorer.
"He said he's leading the pack of fire-

fighters today (parade grand marshals),"
said Verdugo. "When I was here last, I
was pregnant with him. I like to joke with
him, the last time we were at the parade I
carried him in my belly. But the first time
I came here I went to the carnival and I
didn't even see the parade."
Also supporting a parade marcher was
Daniella Gutierrez, of Calexico, and her
friend, Lauren Rabago, visiting from
Palm Springs.
"My daughter, Lea, is in the junior
ROTC," said Gutierrez. "After the parade
will go to the carnival to have something
to eat and have a Clamato (a tomato juice
mix)."
Rabago added her mother, a Holtville
High School graduate also living in Palm
Springs, has a specific reason for attending: "My mom likes to come down for the
local honey."
Jonine Trevino, who said she has been
attending the parade for 15 years, had her
eye out for a specific participant.
"My niece, Aubriana, who's 4, is in a
float with Noah's Ark, a preschool," she
said. "We (with her husband) know children in the middle school marching band
and tall flags drill team. We'll go to the
carnival and check out the food. My kids
have wrist bracelets (for rides) and they
can go as often as they like. They also like
kettle corn and funnel cakes."
Also fans of festival food were
Yessica and Ernesto Zelaparra, who said
they wouldn't miss it.
"We're definitely staying after the
parade and take the kids to the carnival,"
said Yessica. "My three-year-old Jimena
likes the carousel. And we like the oldfashioned ice cream you can get in little
cups."
Misty Hawk said she loves coming
out to the parade every year to support the
community.
"I always look forward to seeing
Highline Cooling's float." she said. "I
love the fresh produce they decorate it

with. We'll also check out the park with
all the craft booths. We went to the carnival Thursday and my daughter, Kate,
likes the slide and the big jeep ride that
goes in a circle."
Gerardo Lara, the Holtville High track
and field coach, pointed out his daughter,
Karla, who competed in the 5K run earlier that morning. It was the first time she
ran in several years, she said, but insisted
it was not difficult. The race proceed
along the Alamo River Trail that was
nicely cleaned up, she noted.
"I finished 29th, which was pretty
good," she said. "I tried to keep up with
the cross country girls. After the parade
we'll maybe try some of the rides. I like
The Zipper, but I'll try not to eat too much
before."
There were 68 entries in the parade.
Leading off was the Holtville Fire
Department Color Guard. Other entries
included Carrot Festival Queen Alexis
Piper, Princess Lexee Roeseler and Junior
Princess Brytni Valenzuela. Citizen of the
Year, Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva,
road in another car.
Commenting on one of the equestrian
clubs, parade announcer Mike Goodsell, a
city council member, introduced the
Hole-in-the-Wall Gang from Lakeside,
who were keeping the spirit of the "Old
West" alive.
"These men are in the banking business," Goodsell joked. "But they make no
deposits, only withdrawals. They have
time to rob a bank in the morning and
make a get away and rob another bank
across the county line in the afternoon."
Helping with the presentation of float
award winners, resident Mary Helen
Dolente perhaps spoke for many saying,
"This is what's exciting for me, the
marching bands. They sound so professional and they look so good."

Carrot Festival
Concert HighEnergy Warm-up
For Parade
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Of course, the Carrot Festival is well
known for a delicious variety of traditional
carnival and southwest/Mexican food
offerings but those who hunger for great
music got a treat with a popular band,
Brawley-based Sweet Rock.
Warming up on the Holt Avenue stage
minutes before the 7 p.m. gig on Feb. 7,
Favio Riveras, bass player, was pumped to
kick out the jams with classic rock of the
60s to 80s set list. Riveras explained the
band's repertoire also includes Spanish
rock and Cumbia "if people are in the
mood to dance, but I like the classic tunes."
The Friday night concert was part of a
full week of Carrot Festival activities.
Nearby, the carnival attracted throngs with
its colorful lights and thrilling rides and
games.
The musician made it clear he would
not just be a performer, vowing to take in
the evening's fun.
"It's our first time we've played the carnival," he said. "Right now, it's perfect
weather. I can play without a jacket. I'm
looking forward to the food. I'm sure they
got churros for frying. But I hope they have
the regular churros."
Arriving from San Diego, Yolanda
Leyvas, who grew up in Calexico, was in
town to visit her brother, Cornelio Leyvas.
"I hear they're having a parade tomorrow so I'm definitely coming back," said
Yolanda. "I'm here for the food. This is my
home town area but I was never at the
Carrot Festival and I wanted to give it a
try."
Abel Buenvostro was attending with
his family and said he was looking forward
to a new experience. "I've never been to the
concert before. I'm here for the tacos," he
Continued on page 10
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Proposed Pedestrian Port Upgrade Gets New Life From Trump
BY GARY REDFERN AND
RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN
Shunned in the last two federal budgets, the final phase of a
nearly $400 million renovation to
the Calexico West Port of Entry
has at least a faint pulse after its
funding was included in the
White House’s latest proposed
fiscal plan.
The news was released Feb.
10 in an email from the General
Services Administration that

oversees many federal construction projects. It stated President
Donald J. Trump’s 2021 fiscalyear budget proposes allocating
$99.7 million to complete the
port project. That budget cycle
begins Oct. 1.
The GSA had previously
reported the Phase 2B cost at $85
million. Information was not
immediately available on why
the amount had been increased.
The proposed work includes a
new pedestrian border crossing
officials in Calexico and Imperial
County have said is vital to

improving the local economy by
reducing crossing wait times.
"That's just great, so we can
open up pedestrian lanes for a 12lane crossing," Calexico City
Council Member Morris Reisen
said Feb. 11.
Added City Council Member
Lewis Pacheco, "I'm glad the
funding is finally let go and good
now for the city, that we're going
to make the new pedestrian walk
for Mexicali. We have over 5,000
to 8,000 people coming over on a
daily basis ... this is the economy.
It helps out not only Calexico but

our neighboring El Centro. This
will be a boon to the economy."
Despite the expressed optimism, there is a long way to go
before any ground would be broken.
Presidential budgets are
always dead on arrival in
Congress. That may be more so
in a rancorous election year in
which Democrats are unlikely to
hand Republican Trump any victories, especially in the House
they control and which holds the
nation’s purse strings.
That dose of reality was spec-

ified by Calexico City Manager
David Dale who said of
Congressional approval, “That’s
not going to easy.”
Yet, he added, “I think it’s
great for Calexico, for the county,
and for our sister city,
Mexicali.Expanding the pedestrian crossing in peak times will
totally enhance the economies on
both sides of the border in general.”

Continued on page 11

Obituaries
Carlos R. Castro
1941 - 2020
Service will be held on
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at
9 a.m. for Carlos R. Castro with
rosary at 10 a.m. at St. Joseph's
Catholic Church in Holtville, CA.
Burial will immediately follow at
Terrace Park Cemetery in
Holtville, CA.
Carlos R. Castro, 78, of
Holtville, CA passed away on
Friday, January 31, 2020. Carlos
was born on April 4, 1941 in St.
Rosalia, B.C. Sur. MX. Carlos
came to the U.S. in 1973 and
worked as a Custodian for the
Holtville School District. He was
also part of the St. Joseph's
Catholic Church in Holtville. He
was preceded in death by his wife
Mary Castro. He is survived by
two sons, Carlos N. Castro and
Hector Castro.

Union High School in 1966. She
married Richard E. Bennett on
July 2, 1983 in Las Vegas, NV.
Cathy was a proud owner of
Cathy
Lorensen
Bennett
Bookkeeping and Tax Service for
45 years. She was loved by the
local business community. She
was very proud of her husband,
daughter, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her father,
Melvin C. Lorensen; mother,
Vivian H. Lorensen and brother
Steve Lorensen. She is survived
by her husband, Richard Bennett;
daughter, Chandra Crow Seaman;
granddaughter, Karrisa (Edwin)
Contreras, and Kaela Crow;
great-grandchildren, Raylynn,
Remi, and Ethan Contreras;
brothers,
Spike
(Donna)
Lorensen, Jon and Ronnie
Lorensen; sisters, Paula Marquez
and Dana (Steve) Cato and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Cathy Lorensen Bennett
1948 - 2020
A Memorial service was held
for Cathy Lorensen Bennett on
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 with
her nephew Greg Marquez officiating, at Hems Brothers Mortuary
in El Centro, CA
Cathy Lorensen Bennett, 71,
of El Centro, CA passed away on
Saturday, February 1, 2020.
Cathy was born on August 18,
1948 in Calexico, CA. Cathy was
raised in Holtville, California.
She graduated from Central

Sara Mendoza Sanchez
1937 - 2020
Services for Sara Sanchez
will be held on Friday, February
14, 2020 at St. Joseph's parish in
Holtville, CA. A parish rosary
will begin at 10 a.m. with mass to
follow at 11 a.m.
Burial service at Evergreen
cemetery in El Centro, CA.
Lunch to follow at St. Joseph's
parish hall in Holtville. Services
are under the direction of Hems
Brothers Mortuary El Centro,

CA.
Sara Mendoza Sanchez, 83,
passed away peacefully on
January 9, 2020 at her home in
rural Holtville, CA with her family by her side. Sara was born on
December 4, 1937 in the town of
Las Trojitas, located in the State
of Michoacan de Ocampo,
Mexico. In 1960 she flew from
Coalcoman to Mexicali with the
love of her life, Jesus Sanchez
Ontiveros. They married and
lived in Mexicali until 1962,
when they immigrated to the
United States and settled in
Holtville, CA. She was a devoted
wife, loving mother, and caring

grandmother. She was a Catholic
woman of faith who believed in
the power of prayer. She was
always quick to offer help. She
enjoyed taking care of her husband and took pride in cooking
every meal of the day. Sara will
always greet you with a smile and
welcomed you by offering a
home cooked meal. She was a
kind, yet strong woman; she will
make her thoughts known and
will give sound advice. Her
beloved Coalcoman was a frequent topic in her conversations.
She treasured her white doves,
tropical birds and dog. Sara was
immensely proud of her family,

and leaves behind nothing but
beautiful memories. Sara is survived by her husband, Jesus
Sanchez Ontiveros; her daughter,
Laura Sanchez Guerrero; son-inlaw, Jesse Guerrero (Mo); her
granddaughter, Sara Jessica
Ochoa of El Centro; her brothers,
Roberto, Lauriano Jr., and sister,
Alida of Coalcoman, Michoacan,
and numerous friends. She was
predeceased by her parents,
Lauriano Mendoza and Trinidad
Mendoza; her brother, Alberto
and her sister, Agapita.

Angel R. Puyot
1/22/67 - 1/30/2020
Angel R. Puyot, 53, of Holtville spread his wings on January
30, 2020 in San Diego, CA.
Angel was born on January 22, 1967 to Ireñio and Francisca
Puyot in Brawley, CA. At the age of five he was Easter Seals
Poster Child. He attended ARC and Holtville High School. His
smile will be missed immensely.
He is preceded in death by his parents, brother Ireñio Puyot
Jr, sister, Nancy Lucero and grandmother Agapita Fonseca.
He is survived by his sisters (spouses): Bonnie Moreno,
Mercedes & Tony Bañuelos of Holtville, Estella and Santos Triste
of Tucson, AZ; Brother, Gene Puyot, Nephew (caregiver) J.C. Puyot of Holtville; Sister-In-Law: Jennie
Puyot of Holtville, Brother-in-Law: Reynaldo “Pipo” Lucero from San Diego and many nieces and
nephews.
Visitation will be held on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at Frye Chapel in Brawley from 10:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m. Rosary will be given by Mary Helen Dollente at 11:00 a.m.
Burial will be private.

Celebrating
Holtville’s
2020 Carrot
Festival
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Carnival A Colorful And Thrilling Launch To Carrot Festival

OVERSIZED STUFFED ANIMALS beckon attendees at the 73rd Holtville Carrot Festival to step
and take a chance.

A SMALL-TOWN America mainstay, the colorfully lit carnival beckons at the 73rd Holtville Carrot Festival.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

BY ELIZABETH VILLA
Likely fueled by the bright lights and
exhilarating sounds, attendees of all ages
were buzzing around the 73rd Holtville
Carrot Festival carnival on Feb. 6 as it was
the first day of summer vacation.
Despite still being muddled in the middle of the school year, the joy was warranted: the evening marked the first of four
days of outdoor activities at the annual
event.
Parents were joyous to see their kids'
faces light up, while couples such as
Francisco Munoz and Sandra Quintero
enjoyed their funnel cake from Brit's Best
Funnel Cakes & Cones.
"The best part (of the festival) is the
parade, but we won't be here on Saturday so
we came today," Quintero sighed.
Passing by the Pirates of the Magical
Midway, Genesis Martinez, 5, was urging
her mother, "I want to go again, I want to go
again."
Her mother, Krystal Martinez, said,

"We come every year. The most important
thing is that my daughter loves it and I
always have to go on the rides with her. It is
part of being a mom."
When asked what her favorite ride is,
Genesis said, "I like going on the slide. I
went on the slide with my mom and I wasn't scared."
Shortly after, Genesis made quick
friends with, Giawna Aguirre, 6, as only
children that age can do. The duo went on
all the children's rides together from the
Giant Slide to the Flying Dragon Wagon
and lastly on to the Pirates of the Magical
Midway.
In between the rides, they played the
Dart Balloon the Bowl-A-Rama games, the
latter of whose operator, Craig Tidwell,
helped the two kids by giving them some
tips. They both excitedly won a stuffed animal.
To close the night, the two girls enjoyed
a chocolate/vanilla ice cream on a waffle
cone, among the many midway treats
whose pungent aromas tempted the crowd.
The Ferris Wheel was giant and more

A GIRL BEAMS A with joy as she plays one of
the midway games at the 73rd Holtville Carrot
Festival carnival.

enticing to teenage kids. However, the carnival also featured a Little Wheel, the perfect size for Adam Strahm, 6, and Allie
Strahm, 3.
Running around toward the rougher
rides were a group of friends including Josh
Soto, 18, Maddox Toten, 13, Angel Padilla,
14, Kadence Toten, 11, and Brandon
Pulomures, 13.
When asked what she enjoyed most at
the carnival, Kadence said, "The rides, the
Zipper, Himalaya, Free Fall and Fire Ball."
Angel succinctly responded, "Having
fun with friends."
For a carnival to be a success, it takes
capable personnel to operate the many rides
and games.
"I like my job and have been doing this
for 14 corridas (runs) in various states such
as Oregon, California, Arizona and
Nevada," Juan Ruiz, Kite Flyer ride operator, stated. "I work the full week and get
Mondays off and work a nine-month run."
Amy Lansman, a local resident raised
in Holtville since age four, said the Carrot
Festival is a tradition that brings family and

friends together.
"I came with my son, Peter, and my
friend, Christina Claverie, and her daughter, Elle," she said.
When asked what she enjoyed the most
about the festival, Lansman responded,
"Everything. I love that it is a small town
and all of my friends come from Orange
County. My best friend of 43 years comes
down every year. It is just a fun time, and
family and kids have a (parade) float
'Values of Holtville' every year."
The weekend's big events were the concert on Feb. 7 and the parade and street fair
on Feb. 8 but the carnival, which ran
through Feb. 9, provided a thrilling opening
act.
A sweet-sour moment seemed to sum
up the evening. A mom was happy to get on
a ride with her young one but shortly, after
a few circles, she was covering her eyes due
to motion sickness. Of course, that mom
almost certainly endured it again for her
child this year and will again in following
years.
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Carrot Festival Street Fair Allows Visitors To Mix, Mingle And Buy
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
The Street Fair at this year's
Carrot Festival in Holtville
encompassed an entire city block
Feb. 8 and attracted vendors and
patrons from all over the Imperial
Valley and beyond.
Festival attendees could find just
about anything at the street fair
from nick knacks to rasta hats
and everything in between.
It seemed half the people at the
festival were wearing green and
gold T-shirts displaying their
hometown pride with Holtville
High School's colors. The
Holtville Threads booth saw nonstop action as Hornet clothing
was in demand like never before.
"Holtville Threads have the best
shirts in the world", said Teresa
Reichle, a Holtville native who
returns annually for the festival.
"I moved to San Marcos a few
years ago but we try to come
back every year for the parade
(also held Feb. 8)."
Reichle spoke about how the
street fair has grown in past
decades: "The street fair is bigger. The parade is amazing as
ever. It is still a community-oriented event."
Iris Biederman of BK Stichers
has been a vendor at the Carrot
Festival for more than 40 years.
"The Street Fair used to be in the
park. I like it more since they
moved it to the street. We get a
lot more people," she recalled.

Although Biederman didn't get a
chance to walk around the market
because she was busy selling her
wares she was able to deduce,
"Its big. I like the way they put
food vendors next to the other
vendors. That way people will
come and see everything."
Popular among the youngest
attendees at the festival,
Harlequin's Entertainment stayed
busy making balloon animals and
face painting.
Business owner Tasha Robles
said she started the business in
2015.
"We do face painting, balloon
animals, story time for birthday
parties. We also work with
Pioneers Memorial (Healthcare
District) to do hospital visits,"
she said, describing her business
aside from the Carrot Festival.
Also a Holtville native, Robles
shared her insight about the popularity of this year's street fair
saying, "It seems a little bit slower this year than previous years.
But it is still a great turnout."
The Holtville Connection is a
men's Christian group that meets
weekly in Holtville. The group
worked hard to keep festival
goers hydrated offering free coffee and hot chocolate.
"We are not in business. We are
just trying to show God's love in
a practical way," a member of the
group, Carlos Canez, said. "We
knew it was going to be cold and
windy so we thought we would
serve the community by provid-

ing hot chocolate."
The Holtville Connection groups
draws 10-15 people for its weekly Bible studies.
"We have been here since 5 a.m.
There are lots of people at the
street fair. It is very crowded,"
Canez added. "Many people don't
believe we have free coffee. I tell
them the only catch is a smile."
Smiles were in abundance
throughout the Carrot Festival
and Street Fair.
The Holtville Chapter of Future
Farmers of America attended the
Street Fair in full force and was
able to secure the only booth in
the middle of the street for its
produce station. Melanie Lopez,
a 16-year-old Holtville High student, is the vice president the
club and noted the event is
already a tradition in her young
life.
"I have been coming to the Carrot
Festival my entire life. I see the
festival grow every year. I have
been helping at the produce station for the past four years," she
said.
Future Farmers of America is a
student led-organization providing opportunities, leadership
roles and conferences.
"We are here raising money for
our state conference, which is the
most important conference of the
year. We are selling a variety of
different vegetables and carrots
supplied by local farmers,"
Lopez added.
This year's Carrot Festival felt

VISITORS MOVE AMONG the booths on Feb. 8 during the Holtville Carrot Festival Street Fair.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTOS

like Holtville's own version of
the California Mid-Winter Fair
and Fiesta. The only difference
was the entirely local element

created by the Street Fair that left
attendees eager and waiting for
next year's festival.

CARA GARCIA PAINTS a young festivalgoers face at the
Harlequin’s Entertainment booth on Feb. 8 at the Holtville
Carrot Festival Street Fair.

TERESA REICHLE BUYS a T-shirt from the Holtville Threads
booth on Feb. 8 at the Holtville Carrot Festival Street Fair.
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Bands Perform Parade Encore In Competition
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
As soon at the Carrot Festival parade
concluded in downtown Holtville on Feb.
8, the Holt Park gazebo was the site of an
old fashioned draw down, except the
weapons of choice were percussion instruments.
In what has become among the most
popular of festival events, members of
some of the bands who just marched in the
parade set up for the drumline competition, with fans of each ensemble joined by
the curious. Participants included Holtville
High, Heber Elementary and Calexico
High schools.
As the announcer indicated, each performed well with Holtville taking third,

Heber second and Calexico first. It was a
bit of revenge for the Calexico Bulldogs as
Holtville had won best band in the parade.
Each team incorporated its own unique
body movements with rolls, rotation, step
moves, swing hips, thrusts forward, sticks
in air, turns and spins. All the time the
musicians played the bass drums, snares,
drum quads, cymbals and sticks for an
excited audience.
Family and friends were sitting on the
park lawn anxiously awaiting for their
teams to perform and once they drumming
started, heads started to move to the beats.
Holtville High
Performing in the Holtville drumline
were eight boys and one girl, Kassandra
Fimbres, 16, who said, "I feel confident.
We put the routine together within two

days because we weren't sure if we were
going to have one."
Their performance was synchronized,
utilized the entire space of the gazebo, and
the team appeared to love what they were
doing.
Heber Elementary
The Heber Hawks had the largest
amount of participants at 28. The team
was well coordinated, utilized the gazebo
area well and gave a strong performance.
Isaac Morales, drumline instructor,
said, "I've been doing this for nine years. I
want to express my music talent and share
it with youth. I grew up playing in the
Seeley Band and later in the El Centro
Spartan Band. We (Heber Hawks) practice
daily about an hour after school."
Calexico High

The team excelled hand-head-body
coordination in addition to outstanding
drum and cymbal playing.
At the end of the third cadence, Emily
Gomez, 17, team captain, did a stick twirl
with her hand while walking back and
playing drum at same time. The incorporated dance, synchronization, marching
and playing instruments with just the right
amount of attitude earned the team first
place.
When asked how she felt about her
team's performance, Gomez said of the
seven girls and 14 boys on team, "We have
really good players and I have had to play
more with them. Practice is what makes
our team really good. What separates us
from others is because we spend so much
time together."

THE HOLTVILLE HIGH School drumline team competing Feb. 8 in Holt Park during the Holtville Carrot Festival. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTOS

THE HEBER HAWKS Elementary School drumline team performs Feb. 8 in Holt Park during the Holtville Carrot Festival.
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Carrot Festival Goes Beyond Its Name For Culinary Delights

WHILE THERE WERE myriad tempting treats at the Holtville Carrot Festival Street Fair on Feb. 8, healthy foods remained a popular option at the Holtville Future
Farmers of America booth. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Despite long lines at food concession stands during
the Carrot Festival in downtown Holtville on Feb. 8,
attendees remained excited about what to eat next.
Ramiro Plascencia said he drives in from Imperial
each year for what he considers the event's main attraction--the food.
"Actually, the food is pretty good. You've got everything from Mexican food to hot dogs to fish tacos. There
are some tacos de carne asada at a food truck that are really good," he said.
Plascencia said he has attended the festival enough to
become a sort of aficionado.
"When we first got here, we got here pretty early,
there were hardly any lines for food. But right after the
parade lines for food were long. It was worth it. If you
want to eat, come early, before the parade, get your food,
go watch the parade and enjoy it with everyone else," he
advised.
After the parade, Plascencia waited in line for a cold
drink to cool off and said, "The iced lemonades are really
good, especially the strawberry lemonade. It is all freshly
made and there are no powders or additives like it says on
their sign."
The Holtville High Robotics Club was selling fries,
cheese fries, chili fries, hot dogs, drinks and chips to raise
money for upcoming events.

"We introduce students to different aspects of engineering and come together for competitions. This year we
are competing in Orange County," club member and
Holtville High Scholl student Isabel Ramirez said.
Maricela Valenzuela, club advisor, explained this is
her first year advising the group.
"I didn't know what I was getting myself into, but
these are great kids. The students are part of the first
Robotics Competition League. They compete in local and
international competitions," she said.
"We will be competing April 1-5. Registration alone
is $5000 plus hotel expenses for our 12 student members,"
Valenzuela added.
The Holtville Athletic Club was selling tickets for
pulled pork sandwiches and its unforgettable ice cream
experience.
Staffing the antique ice cream machine, Jerry Burton
said, "We are a group of men that meets every Tuesday
night for dinner. Our function is to raise money for groups
around town. It's all for the kids."
Even though for the first time in 28 years the club did
not hold its rib cook off, Burton explained it still cooks for
a cause.
"We take the money we make and do barbeques for
different groups and donate 100 percent of the money we
make to groups we are supporting. Trying to do that without the Rib Cook Off is going to be tough, but somebody's
got to do it."
Daniel Ledesma, a member of Holtville's Future

Farmers of America, said he took the initiative to walk
around the festival selling huge crates of vegetables for
$7.
"We are raising money for the state conference at
Disneyland later this year. I really like the FFA. I am
learning welding. We also get to learn about animals,
farming and other cool stuff like that," he explained.
When asked about the quality of this year's carrot
harvest, Ledesma said, "I took a bite of a carrot earlier. It
was pretty good. We have rainbow and orange carrots. We
get all of the produce we sell donated by local farmers."
Whether they ate carrots or the carne aside, everyone
in attendance at this year's Carrot Festival seem to have a
big smile on their face.

NEVER MISS AN
ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your
community
newspaper today!!
Call 760-339-4899.
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Little Chefs Showcase Scrumptious Recipes At Carrot Fest Cookoff
noted she has
had a lot of support from her
mother
and
other
family
members
"It's
an incredible
opportunity
representing
Holtville as the
2020
Carrot
F e s t i v a l
Princess," said
Lexee. "One of
my
good
friends, Blaze
Vessey, made a
salsa
with
mango and carHAZEL VESSEY, A competitor in the Holtville Carrot Festival Little Chef's r o t s - - s u p e r
Cookoff on Feb. 5 at the Civic Center, plates her entry.
good. It was
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS
like a creamy
salsa
with
shared for the first time beyond
chunks
that
added
a
nice
crunch.
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
their immediate families.
In attendance at their first That one was delicious and one
It is a sure sign of praise official function as representa- of my favorites. I also like it that
when one of the guests of honor tives of the city of Holtville were so many people came out and
raves about a cook's dish as a the newly coronated Royalty that I knew most of them. They
favorite among the many choices Court of the Carrot Festival: feel like family to me."
Keith George, a long-time
available.
Queen Alexis Piper, Princess
Holtville
resident, said he has
At the 2020 Carrot Festival Lexee Roeseler and Jr. Princess
attended
more
than 10 Carrot
Cookoff organized by the SHiNE Brytni Valenzuela.
Festival
cookoffs.
Club at the Civic Center on Feb.
Lexee delivered a keynote
"I just think it's great for the
5, visitors came to see, sample address to assembled guests,
kids,"
he said. "I'll definitely
and evaluate culinary delights explaining that engaging in all
return
for the adult category
despite the blustery winter the activities to which the Carrot
cookoff
(Feb. 6). You never know
evening. The Little Chefs, Festival Princess is expected to
what
tomorrow
brings. I love carkindergarten through fifth-grade dedicate herself, helped her to
rot
cake;
it's
just
so good. This is
students, displayed well-honed develop, taught her a lot and
a
wonderful
program
that's a trarecipes, some of which were compelled her to grow up. Lexee

ditional favorite, and a hit with
winter visitors."
A multiple place winner in all
three categories; appetizers, main
dish and deserts was Dillion
Anzures, a first-grade student at
Finley Elementary School in
Holtville. Receiving a first-place
finish in appetizers for his Carrot
Pot Pie, he also scored second
place for a main dish, his Rabbit
Bait Carrot Soup, and second for
desserts, Carrot Ice Cream sandwiches.
"This is my second year
(competing)," said Dillon. "I feel
great about this (all his awards). I
like to cook because it keeps me
busy and I'll be back next year."
Kimberly Schiltz, mother of
Dillon, explained she is very
proud of him.
"I started entering the cookoff
when I was in kindergarten, so
it's a tradition (for us)," she said.
"Dillon often will ask at home, if
he can cook with me. I try to persuade him to come up with his
own recipes. He wanted something like chicken noodle soup,
but of course it had to have carrots. He's not a picky eater and
really likes nearly everything."
Winning first place for the
main dish, was Ben Cano, a firstgrade student who is home
schooled. His winning entry was
Roasted Carrot Pizza, an original
concept developed with a little
help from his family.

"I entered the cookoff last
year but I've been cooking since I
was three," he said.
Candice Cano, his mother,
explained she was not sure if Ben
would compete this year.
"He asked this morning
when the cookoff was and I
reminded him it's today," said
Cano. "Were always cooking at
home and he actually grew his
own spinach (in a hydroponic
garden). He's been gardening his
whole life and started in our own
back yard."
A first-time competitor, Stacy
Williams, a first-grade student at
Finley, won first place for
desserts with her Easy and
Delicious Carrot Cake.
"I also like salads; lettuce,
celery, tomatoes, olives and
sometimes strawberries," she
said. "Cooking is sometimes a
challenge but it makes me happy.
I also like Mexican food, especially tacos."
Other chefs who placed were:
Hazel Vessey with her appetizer,
Carrot and Zucchini fries, Beaus
Williams for his appetizer,
Marmalade
Carrots,
and
Elizabeth Schaffner for her
dessert, Carrot Cake Pops.
Judges include Lori Hill of
Holtville,
Firefighter
Eric
Espinoza, Fire Explorer Rylee
Green, Explorer Alberto Llanas
and Joey Craig of Killeen, Tex.,
who was hired to power wash
livestock stalls.

LITTLE CHEF’S COOKOFF judges (from left) Lori Hill, Joey Craig, Rylee Green and Alberto Llanas, examine the entries during the Feb.5 event at the Civic Center.
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Carrot Concert............................................................from page one
my kind of music. The singer
(Karen Fernandez) sings in both
Spanish and English."
Andrew
Buenvostro,
14,
explained he is a fan of the rides
and he especially liked the
Fireball, an extreme thrill ride.
"It was pretty amazing," he said.
"I also tried the Free Fall and that
one was kind of scary. I'll be back
tomorrow (for parade) because I
have friends at the middle school
who are in the tall flags drill
team."
Former Holtville resident Yesinia
Echergaray said she drove eight
hours from her current home in
El Paso to visit family with her
children, Anthony Cortez, 10,
and Daphne, 7. Among their
plans was to ride kiddie rides
such as the Dragon Wagon, the
miniature roller coaster.
Although few adults were willing
to strut their stuff to the up-tempo
rhythms of Sweet Rock, Callen
Merton, 5, found her inner
Jennifer Lopez and danced exuberantly with a series of fluid
dance steps.
"I really wanted to go on the
stage with the band," admitted

Callen. "All my friends are riding
the rides tonight. But I like
'Moana' (Disney animated feature). I love singing Moana's
music."
Vincent Merton, Callen's father,
explained he attends the Carrot
Festival every year.
"I fly planes and helicopters for
the agriculture industry," he said.
"Callen has been looking forward
to the Carrot Fest for a while.
She'll be riding the Noah's Ark
(pre-school) float."
A long line snaked across Holt
Avenue to try Cesar's Tacos. Its
most popular offering was tacos
al pastor, thinly sliced pieces of
marinated pork, explained Cesar
Agredano.
"Business is good tonight," he
said. "We don't have a storefront
but we will do catering. We go
everywhere and we'll be here for
the parade."
Sampling a Michelob Ultra he
purchased at the beer garden,
Jordan Taylor, Best Buy manager, praised the music. He said he
planned to return the following
morning for the running competition.

"I'll be running. My kids are
doing the one mile and my wife
will race in the 5K," he said.
"But, my God, every kid in
Imperial Valley is now obsessed
with Fortnight (online game app).
So we're trying to get the kids
into a more healthy lifestyle than
sitting in front of a screen. Both
my kids play in the Sunbeam
Little League."
Ross Daniels, a board member of
the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce, the festival organizer, was working the beer garden
and noted he was pleased with
how things were running.
"I think this is a great crowd. We
beat the turn out from last year,"
he said. "I think a lot came out
because of the mega reunion (for
all Holtville High School graduates). This band is great--third or
fourth time I've seen them.
They'll be back for the Pulled
Pork cookoff on March 14. It's
organized by the Holtville
Rotary. And, of course, we'll have
the cornhole tournament again."

THE BAND SWEET Rock performs at the Carrot Festival concert in downtown Holtville on Feb. 7.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

Woman’s Club Of
Holtville
Community Birthdays
FEB 13: Lia Aragon, Benny Quevedo, StaceyWilliams, Hannah Gill,
Lane Eliabeth Garcia
FEB. 14: Lorna Ann Stergios, Roni Peeks, Travis Eugene Layton,
Richard Eugene Layton, Vanessa Valenzuela, Rosanne Bornt, Lincoln
Hawk Sells, Zane Richard Evans.
FEB. 15: Ryan Vogel, Brroklynn Taladay, Ava DePaoli, Georgia Lucas,
Matthew Angulo, Chris DuPre
FEB. 16: Drew Kellum, Aiva Marlene Byram, Ed Brieno, Bill Daniell
FEB. 17: Jennifer Van Der Linden, Heather Knight, Eric Wright, Heidi
Vogel, Elia Kimberly Strahm, Walter Britschgi, Rebecca Poloni.
FEB. 18: Lara Jean Herholtz, Carmen Tuttle, Brittany Culp, Tessa Lyn
Dollente, Ronald Thornburg†, Cory Nathan DeLong, Richard Weaver†
FEB. 19: Tyler Salcido, Brody Daniel Garcia, Jacob Owen Perdomo,
Camden Daria Downs, George Miller, Sr.†

Anniversaries
FEB. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Irungaray, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wilson, Mr.
& Mrs. David Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Fleming, Mr. & Mrs. Vincent
Strahm
FEB. 15: Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stacey
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Border Patrol News
Border Patrol Finds Meth in
Liquid Form
SALTON CITY, Calif. - El
Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents working at the Highway
86 immigration checkpoint
arrested two men suspected of
smuggling narcotics Sunday
afternoon.
The incident occurred at
approximately 2:55 p.m., when a
25-year-old man driving a blue
Chevrolet Silverado approached
the checkpoint along with an 18year-old male passenger. A

Border Patrol K-9 detection team
alerted to the vehicle. Agents
sent the vehicle to secondary
inspection for further investigation.
While in secondary inspection, Border Patrol agents discovered that there was methamphetamine in liquid form mixed in
with the fuel of the vehicle.
Agents tested a murky substance
within the fuel tank, which was
consistent with the characteristics
of methamphetamine.
"This seizure highlights the
importance of our checkpoints. It

also speaks to the outstanding
work that Border Patrol agents do
on a daily basis to keep our country safe and protect communities," said Gloria I. Chavez Chief
Patrol Agent of the El Centro
Sector.
The total weight and value of
the narcotics is unknown until lab
results are concluded.
The two men, both United
States citizens, the narcotics and
vehicle were turned over to the
Drug
Enforcement
Administration (DEA).

BORDER PATROL DETECTS methamphetamine in liquid
form.

Port Update.....................page two
The pedestrian port is part of what
is now known as Phase 2B of the
Calexico West port expansion. Phase
1 was completed in fall 2018 and construction on Phase 2A is expected to
begin in April and be completed in
2023, the GSA reported recently.
As such, even if the Phase 2B
funding survives a likely contentious
budget fight, it will be years before it
is completed. And even with that,
Reisen stressed more resources are
need to cut hours-long border wait
times.
He recalled he was crossing back
into the U.S. at 2 a.m. recently and
noticed there was only two or three
lanes open. That was making the
crossing slow even at that hour and, as
such, he said there needs to be more
federal officers working to make the
expanded lanes worth building.
"We have to have those boots on
the ground. We have to have those
employees.
Hopefully, we can use money for
people not just infrastructure. We can't
just open it without anyone there,"
Reisen said, adding the West Port

needs a 50-percent increase in personnel to staff the lanes.
However, federal funds allocated
for construction are not used to fund
staffing and there was no mention of
staffing in the GSA release.
Phase 2B includes a pedestrian
processing building with an expanded
number of northbound pedestrian
inspection lanes, demolition of the old
facilities and significant earthwork,
according to the GSA.
The $191 million phase 2A of the
downtown port project was funded in
the 2018-19 federal budget. It
includes new vehicle inspection lanes
with canopies and booths, and a new
port administration building.
The $98 million phase 1 was
completed in fall 2018. It includes
new vehicle-crossing lanes, a southbound bridge over the New River and
a new headhouse. The project allowed
the port to connect with Cesar Chavez
Boulevard instead of the long-used
access from Imperial Avenue, a move
local officials agreed improved traffic
flow.

Week of February 17th
Little Flower Yoga for Kids
(Originally aired on October 2017)

Little Flower Yoga is dedicated to making yoga and mindfulness
available to children and teenagers. It challenges students to learn in
new ways, make connections, and recognize their capacity to
achieve their goals. Join us as founder Jennifer Cohen Harper
explores the role of mindfulness and focused movement in
improved behavior and academic performance.
Andrea Platero
Registered Associate Professional Clinical Counselor
Mental Health Counselor
Youth and Young Adult Services El Centro MHSA FSP

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-31
The following person is conducting
business as:
All Valley Tree Service
1313 E 7th Street Spc. #110
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:

Liborio Guerrero Cerros
1313 E 7th Street Spc. #110
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)listed
above.
I, Liborio G. Cerros Declare that all
of the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature: Liborio Guerrero Cerros,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires
on: January 14, 2025. A new statement must be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8932
Publish: Jan. 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 2020

Semana del 17 de febrero 2020
Pequeña Flor Yoga para Niños
(Originalmente transmitido en octubre 2017)

Pequeña Flor Yoga (conocido en inglés como Little Flower Yoga), se dedica a
hacer que el yoga y la atención plena estén disponibles para niños y
adolescentes. Desafía a los estudiantes aprender de nuevas maneras, hacer
conexiones y reconocer su capacidad para lograr sus objetivos. Únase a
nosotros como Carlos Villegas explora el papel de la atención plena y el
movimiento enfocado en mejorar el comportamiento y el rendimiento
académico.

Carlos Villegas
Supervisor Programa Vista Sands
Servicios para Niños y Adolecentes

CLASSIFIED ADS
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8934

Publish: Feb. 13, 2020

For Publication of Your Legal Notices,
Call Us,
Your County-Wide Adjudicated Newspaper.
760-339-4899

