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Valley’s 
Winter Bounty
Amazes Snowbirds on Ag Tour

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

About 80 people attended the
Farm Smart program agricultural
tour on Feb. 13 at the University
of California Desert Research
and Extension Center near
Holtville. The tour offered infor-
mation about the agricultural
land and its crops, and the center
staff was available to answer par-
ticipant questions. 

The highlight of the event
was when each participant har-
vested their own pick of vegeta-
bles--cauliflower, cabbage, beets,
turnips, Swiss chard, head let-
tuce, Daikon radishes, broccoli,
carrots and onions.

Three wagons carrying the
participants were pulled by trac-
tors.

Among the participants was
Sal De Casas from San Diego
who said the event was ideal for
someone like himself who eats a
lot of vegetables.

"I found out about the tour
from being on the list of
University of California Ag
Systems. This is my first time I
came. I picked a little bit of
everything," he said,

Continued on page 8TRACTORS PULL TRAILERS carrying about 80 people at the Farm Smart program agricultural tour on Feb. 13 at the University
of California Desert Research and Extension Center near Holtville. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO 

Holtville’s Finley School Honored
With Statewide Award

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A love of math and science is leading two Holtville High School
students to pursue an extracurricular activity that could mold their
career paths.

Senior Isbed Garcia and junior Inez Rosales are co-captains of
the FUTURE Dinos No. 3491, the Holtville chapter of scholastic
robotic competition. The effort was spurred by their involvement in
the Imperial Valley Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement
program in middle school.

The team has several members and is advised by Marisela
Valenzuela, who also teaches eighth-grade science at Holtville
Middle School. 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Holtville's Finley Elementary
School earned a California
Distinguished Schools award at a
recent ceremony, an honor
bestowed by the State Board of
Education for schools that best
represent exemplary and quality
educational programs. 

At a recognition celebration
on Feb. 10 in Anaheim, 323 ele-
mentary schools were honored as
Distinguished Schools based on
the 2018 Dashboard results.

The Dashboard is an online
interactive mapping tool for iden-
tifying school and student-group
performance on a map. It dis-
plays schools by their color-
coded performance level for each
of the state indicators: graduation
rates, suspension rates, test
scores, English-learner progress,
college/career readiness, and
chronic absenteeism.

"Considering how we have
closed the achievement gap with
more resource-rich areas, the fact
we are 60 percent English learn-
ers and a significant population
of socially/economic disadvan-
taged, the school has done a pret-

ty amazing job," said Principal
Lupita Perez. 

Credit Where Credit is Due
Yet Perez gave substantial

credit to staff and teachers.
Fernando Acosta, a fifth grade
teacher who tirelessly devotes his
energy to making certain all his
students achieve, is an example
of what made Finley stand out.

"I think we have a great team
of teachers here, many with 10
years or more experience, and a
supportive administration open to
new ideas," said Acosta. "We
often commit to teacher-to
teacher collaboration. And the
combination of veteran teachers
with a cohort of new teachers
each year is a valuable way to
boost achievement."

Technology also plays a vital
role to advance skills retention,
explained Acosta. Every student
the last several years has had
their own Chromebook.

Chromebooks are laptops and
two-in-ones running on Google's
Chrome operating system. When
they first arrived in 2011 they
were derided. Yet today's
Chromebooks are pretty far from
where they started. Computers in 

Classrooms Make a
Difference

"One thing we're excited
about is we've made
Chromebooks available during
after school," said Acosta. "Also
our ASES (After School
Education and Safety) program
provides literacy and academic
enrichment for students in
kindergarten through ninth grade
during non-school hours, and
that's just one of our tutoring
providers."

Another component that adds
academic rigor is dual language
immersion. Subjects are taught in
both English and Spanish and
any knowledge gap in one lan-
guage is readily retained by
instruction in the next segment.

"The thing is, we get a new
group of students each year and
while I'm able to improve their
skills, is their prior teachers who
enabled me because of their suc-
cess in teaching prerequisite
material,” Acosta added. “In our
fifth-grade class, students scored
higher than the state average in
the proficiency level and the
advanced."HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL sophomore Jacob Imperial works

on the motor in the drive train of a robot being constructed by the
school’s robotics team. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO 

Holtville High Robotics
Team Gateway for

Students

Continued on page 5
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BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Although a Holtville man was
found not guilty of attempted
murder on a peace officer, he still
faces at least 45 years to life in
prison after a jury found him
guilty on six of eight felony
counts, a county prosecutor said.

Sentencing is scheduled for
March 19 for 39-year-old Alex
Padilla, who was arrested Nov.
28, 2018, after a county sheriff’s
deputy reported a man he
approached on a Holtville street
assaulted him, wrested away his
gun and fired at him before flee-
ing in the deputy’s patrol car.

Padilla faced eight felony
counts and enhancements in the
case, including attempted mur-
der, of which a jury found him
not guilty on Jan. 28, said Twyla
Johnson, deputy Imperial County
district attorney.

However, Padilla was found
guilty of assault on a peace offi-
cer with a deadly weapon (a
knife) with an enhancement of
causing great bodily injury; and
guilty of assault on a peace offi-
cer with a semi-automatic firearm
with an enhancement of personal
discharge of a firearm, Johnson

said Feb. 19.
The last count alone comes

with 45 years to life in prison,
Johnson said. She added Padilla
being found guilty of assault with
a firearm is a third-strike offense
that comes with 25 years to life in
prison and the enhancement adds
20 years. 

Padilla was also found guilty
of criminal threats; guilty of
resisting an executive officer
with an enhancement of great
bodily injury; and guilty of being
a felon in possession of a firearm,
she said.

Johnson said Padilla was
found not guilty of the unlawful
taking of a police vehicle.

Padilla’s 2018 arrest followed
a frantic search for the convicted
felon that ended without incident
inside a nearby church where
dozens of evening worshippers
were gathered.

The deputy was not seriously
injured. He approached Padilla
near Ninth Street and Orange
Avenue to do a “pedestrian
check,” a sheriff’s log stated.

Sentencing will be before
Superior Court Judge Marco
Nuñez.
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Week of February 24th
Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT)

The Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT) is an evidenced-based 
therapy used to treat individuals that are diagnosed with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other related problems. Join us
as Andrea Platero, introduces us to the model and the processes  of
CPT used to work through and recovery from PTSD.

Andrea Platero
Registered Associate Professional Clinical Counselor  

Mental Health Counselor
Youth and Young Adult Services El Centro MHSA FSP

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 24 de febrero 2020

Terapia de Procesamiento Cognitiva (TPC)
La Terapia de Procesamiento Cognitiva (TPC) (Cognitive Processing Therapy
CPT, por sus siglas en inglés) es una terapia basada en evidencia que se utiliza
para tratar a las personas diagnosticadas con el Trastorno de Estrés
Postraumático (TEPT) y otros problemas relacionados. Únase a nosotros mien-
tras Francisca Gomez, nos presenta el modelo y los procesos de TCP utilizados
para trabajar y recuperarse del TEPT.

Francisca Gomez
Trabajadora Social Clínico Asociada Registrada

Trabajadora Social Psiquiátrico 
Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.

at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30

p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30

p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:

Mondays @ 6pm at the
Daniel's home (contact the
church office for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the

community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer 
American Legion

BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday

Night. Come support your
American Legion.

275 6th Street - Holtville

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
FEB 20: Kalli Christine Strahm, Cotty Young, Allie Marie Dollente, 
Patrick Kelly, Brandi Cradic Hilfiker
FEB. 21: Valerie Sanchez, Remona Smedley, Buck DePaoli†
FEB. 22: Paula Daniels, Larry Layton, Shirley Daniell, Mavis 
Wellong†, Ola Tankersley†, Linda Britschgi†
FEB. 23: Norah Ferber, Kim Garcia, Jarett Robert Hilfiker
FEB. 24: Jesse Jay Bornt, Talon Smith, Ariah Craig, Sara Hernandez
FEB. 25: Rhett Boston, Leo Muller, Sr.†, Darla Vessey, Jeff Hilfiker, 
Pat Chimits, James Dominic Vogel, Greg Seals 
FEB. 26: Dina Rubin, Ben Williams, Anthony Nielesen, Zachary 
Bingham

Anniversaries

FEB. 22: Mr. & Mrs.Glen Bornt
FEB. 23: Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stacey Taylor Brady
FEB. 24: Mr. & Mrs. John Britschgi

BINGO NIGHT
Thursday, February 20, 2020 at Legion

Hall, Holtville 6pm. Also at 5 to 6pm will be
BBQ chicken on a bun with coleslaw, beans
and dessert for $8.00.  come out and support
our veterans and their families

Holtville man faces
up to life in prison
after being found
guilty of six of
eight counts
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Hot Springs
Campground Managed
With Artful Flair 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A Midwest transplant who now man-
ages the camping area at the hot springs
east of Holtville came from a far different
background and admits even he was sur-
prised by the transformation.

Reynold Brix spent 28 years in the coat-
ing department of International Paper
Company in St. Paul, Minn. The job
involved applying a high-gloss coat on
paper stock for a variety of paper products,
primarily magazine pages such as those
used by National Geographic, he explained.

"Then we (with wife Karen) went into
the Bureau of Land Management steward-
ship .. like an idiot," Brix said sarcastically
during a Feb. 14 interview. "But it can be a
very nice job, depending on the neighbors."

Job Allows Pursuit of Pastime
The hot springs are a popular gathering

area for snowbirds, winter visitors from the
northern U.S. and Canada. Many there
practice hobbies and one even started a gar-
den in a converted 55-gallon metal drum
growing tomatoes, lettuce, peas and flow-
ers.

Brix’s pursuit is a bit more artistic.
"You can't do nothing, can't sit there and

do nothing. I like woodcarving. I just got
this done so I can get around. I just had hip
surgery," he said showing off a slightly
curved walking stick almost as large as a
shepherd's staff.

Brix has been woodcarving for 48
years, he explained as he handed over his
business card. It reads, “Fantasy
Dreamscapes, Carving Instructor and Wood
Carvings for Sale.” It is from his former
woodshop in Minnesota.

He then showed off a tall intricate
sculpture similar to a stone frieze, the deco-
rative band on an outside wall or column on
classical Greek or Roman buildings. The
sculpture is fashioned from basswood. He
also had a series of small houses made of
cottonwood.

"I've done a lot of carving, flowers, and
I like artifacts from the 17th Century," he
said.

Post-Retirement Life

The Brixes’ journey to the Holtville area
began after he retired from the paper plant
and Karen closed her business, a men's tai-
loring shop. 

"But she's the mayor," Brix joked about
the hierarchy in their ‘town.’ "I'm the fire
and police chief. But we don't have to pay
for our BLM plot. Our RV is 40 feet long
and it's eight feet wide. We don't need to
pay the electrical bill. We're hooked up to
the county grid, the only ones here (that
are)."

Prior to arriving at the hot springs,
Reynold and Karen managed the Tamarisk
Mobile Home Park in Palo Verde in far
northwestern Imperial County. 

The hot springs averages 80 RVs
between December and February. Some
guests come from as far away as Vermont,
New York and Connecticut but also the
Midwest, noted Karen. Overall, about 40
percent are Canadian and the rest American. 

"Most are retirees," said Karen. "But we
do have some home-schooled families.
Some are working right now, a welder. One
year we had a field worker who was here
for two seasons. We’ve been here only five
years." 

Unfortunately, BLM changed the rules
last year and mangers can now serve only
three years in one location. So the Brixes
will need to move to another site in the fall.
BLM has several openings and they get to
decide whether to take it or not.

"We've been with the BLM 15 years,"
said Brix. "I don't want to go and our peo-
ple don't want to see us go either."

Disaster Strikes 
On the same day Brix was interviewed a

fire broke out in an RV in the camping area.
"I took the (Holtville) fire chief (Alex

Silva) down there to the burning RV,” he
said. "At first flames were coming out of
the roof and then the whole RV caught fire,
but they couldn't save it. It was just the one
RV and some brush (that burned)."

What is sad about the fire, explained
Brix, is that even if the fire department was
located across the street, it might not have
made a difference because RVs burn so fast.
This is due to the materials from which they
are manufactured.

REYNOLD BRIX, CO-MANAGER, co-manager along with his wife, Karen, of
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management campground at the hot springs east of
Holtville, shows off some of his hand-made wood sculptures. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

COVER THE COUGH:
Local Flu Season Nasty, Deadly

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

Observations and official monitoring as
of Feb. 1 show the number of influenza
cases in Imperial County has well more
than doubled in the 2019-20 flu season
over the same period a year ago, a health
official said. 

“The activity here in Imperial County,
we’re seeing the proportion of cases with
influenza greater than last year,” said
Marian Fierro, an epidemiologist in charge
of the flu surveillance programs for the
county Public Health Department. 

She spoke on Feb. 12.
Some 369 cases have come back posi-

tive for flu, or about 37 percent of the sus-
pected cases tested from the start of flu sea-
son on Sept. 29 to what is known as coun-
ty surveillance week 5 (Jan. 26 to Feb. 1),
Fierro said. That compares to 143 positive
flu cases during the same period in the
2018-19 flu season.

The numbers come from specific mon-
itoring points and do not represent a precise
total of flu cases in the county, officials
explained while declining to estimate what
an exact total might be.

El Centro Regional Medical Center
physician Andrew LaFree said he is seeing
the impact first hand.

“I’m in the ER right now, and already
had three flu cases today,” LaFree said Feb.
13 over the phone from the hospital’s
Emergency Department of which he is
chairperson.

“It was bad two years ago; last year was
not bad, but this year is bad again,” he
explained. 

January was the busiest month for the
El Centro ER since December 2017, and
it’s “almost all attributable to flu,” LaFree
added, noting during the winter about 50
percent of all ER traffic is due to flu or sus-
pected flu.

Flu cases are beginning to “taper down
a bit; the cases peaked in mid-January. But
we’re still seeing a bunch of it,” the emer-
gency doctor explained.

Meanwhile, this flu season has been
particularly deadly for young flu patients
across the nation, with 92 children dead
from flu, according to Feb. 8 data released
from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention on Feb. 14. That is the highest
total at this point in the season in a decade.

Most of those deaths have been attrib-
uted to an unusually early strain of influen-
za B, which tends to hit children and the
elderly hardest, according to the CDC. A
total of 62 pediatric deaths have been
attributed to flu-type B. That total includes
the one toddler who died from flu in
December in Imperial County, according to
local health officials.

In all, five deaths from flu have been
reported in Imperial County so far this sea-
son, according to a Feb. 14 press release
from Public Health. The December toddler
death had been reported previously; the
other four---a young adult, two middle-age
and one senior---all came in 2020, the
county reported.

Five deaths were reported for the
entirety of the 2018-19 flu season in
Imperial County, according to the press
release. There are still 33 weeks left in the
current flu season, Public Health
spokesperson Maria Peinado stated in a
Feb. 14 email.

Explaining What is Being Seen
On par with the rest of the nation, local

health officials have seen a particularly
strong wave of flu-type B start earlier this
year and peak around December, before
being overtaken by a surge of flu-type A
cases, which include the H1N1 virus for-
merly known as swine flu.

Usually, type A hits first and type B
strikes later in the season, Fierro said.

“This year we started seeing B in mid-
November and peak in December.
Normally, we see a peak of A (in February)
and then a peak of B,” Fierro said. “We
have never seen a peak of B higher than a
peak of A like we’re seeing now. … Even
at CDC, they can’t explain it.”

Although the number of positive cases
has doubled, that doesn’t mean the strains
are any more virulent or deadly this year
than last, officials added. 

Testing is up at ERs and clinics, and
LaFree said more people are showing up to
the hospital to have their respiratory-type
ailments checked because of all the media
attention being garnered by the deadly
coronavirus outbreak that began recently in
China.

Coronavirus presents itself a lot like the
conventional flu, including coughing and
fevers, Imperial County Public Health
Officer Stephen Munday said recently. 

People are coming into the ER who
might “normally ride it out,” LaFree said,
referring to their respiratory illnesses.

Opinions from state health officials
appear to concur with local assessments.

“Most influenza surveillance indicators
are higher this season than they were last
season,”  Wendy Hopkins, a state
Department of Public Health spokesperson,
reported in a Feb. 13 email.

“However, both seasons fall within
moderate severity levels relative to other
influenza seasons. Since this influenza sea-
son is not yet over, it is possible that the
severity level could change as the season
continues to progress,” she added.  

More on the Season’s Deaths
Locally, three who died from flu had

underlying health conditions, the county
press releases stated. It is unknown if any
had been vaccinated, because that informa-
tion was not reported, it adds. 

Munday revealed during a previous
interview the toddler had died from flu-
type B, but county officials did not provide
what strain killed the other four.

Since the Sept. 29 start of the flu sea-
son, there have been 266 flu-related deaths
reported in California, according to state
Public Health.

“The 2019-2020 influenza season in
California has been similar to what is being
seen in other parts of the United States,”
Hopkins stated in response to a question
about whether the state has any factors that
would make it worse, such as warmer
weather or more visitors.

The flu has killed an estimated 14,000
people in the U.S. this season, with about
26 million infected and 250,000 hospital-
ized, according to Feb. 8 data from the
CDC.

CDC was to soon release specific data
on the effectiveness of this year's flu vac-
cine but stated the four antiviral medica-
tions have proven more than 99 percent
effective. However, that would be news to
ECRMC’s LaFree.

Continued on page 9

Adam Crook Appointed as New County Counsel
STAFF REPORT

Attorney Adam Crook was
appointed to the position of coun-
ty counsel by the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
during a special meeting Feb. 14.

Crook replaces Sarah Sauer,
who announced her resignation
effective April 9. Crook will
assume the role effective imme-
diately, working with Sauer dur-
ing a transition period through
April 9, according to a press
release from the county executive
office.

Crook joined the county
counsel’s office in 2014 as
deputy county counsel I in which

he provided legal representation
to the board of supervisors, coun-
ty departments and special dis-
tricts. He continued to work his
way through the county counsel
department ranks and was
appointed assistant county coun-
sel on Oct. 8.

“I am honored to accept the
position of county counsel.
Sarah has been an outstanding
mentor and leader in our office,
and I am extremely thankful for
the guidance and leadership she
has provided to the county coun-
sel’s office over the years,”
Crook stated in the press release. 

“I am looking forward to
working with Sarah during this

transition period so that we con-
tinue to provide outstanding legal
representation to the board and
county departments,” he added.

Sauer was only recently
appointed county counsel on Oct.
1. She had previously worked for
the county counsel’s office under
Kathleen Turner, who stepped
down from the position after sev-
eral years on the job.

“I am very appreciative to the
Board of Supervisors and the
county counsel’s office for the
opportunity to have served the
County of Imperial; however,
there have been some unforeseen
personal circumstances that have
developed requiring that I step

down at this time,” Sauer stated
in a press release regarding her
resignation.

“The Board of Supervisors
wish to thank Ms. Sauer for her
service to the county during the
past four and a half years and are
pleased to welcome Mr. Crook to
his new position that he has pre-
pared for during his time with the
county. … I am thankful for Ms.
Sauer’s commitment to the coun-
ty and her willingness to assist us
during this transition period,”
board Chairman and District 2
Supervisor Luis A. Plancarte stat-
ed in the release.

Adam Crook 



BY WILLIAM ROLLER AND
GARYY REDFERN 

The Imperial County
Coroner’s Office has received a
toxicology report on the local
man shot by El Centro police in
December after he reportedly
charged them while armed with a
knife, an agency official report-
ed.

However, the Sgt. Michael
Mistriel, who heads the office, is
not yet releasing the results on
the tests done on the remains of
Manuel Gonzalez Verdugo, 50,
of El Centro, a coroner’s clerk
said.

Verdugo was shot Dec. 29 by
officers in the parking lot of the
Rite Aid drug store at Imperial
Avenue and Main Street. An
autopsy was performed and toxi-
cology tests to determine what, if
any, foreign substances were in

Verdugo’s system are standard
practice in deaths suspected of
not being naturally caused.

The autopsy results have also
not been released.

The matter is being investi-
gated by the El Centro Police
Department and the Imperial
County District Attorney’s
Office. Neither has commented
in any detail, though a D.A. offi-
cial did issue a brief statement on
Feb. 19.

“Our investigators are inves-
tigating it but it hasn’t been sub-
mitted to the (D.A.) attorneys
yet,” said Kevin Cayton, a senior
deputy district attorney. 

Attempts to learn the status of
the investigation have previously
resulted in a bit of back and forth
between the police and the D.A.’s
office. 

Any press release or the dis-
closure of information should be
handled by the jurisdictional

agency, explained Cmdr. Carl
Armstrong, a D.A. investigator.

"In this case, it will be the El
Centro Police Department," he
said. "When the investigation is
concluded the decision will be
made as to whether any criminal
culpability lies with the officers." 

El Centro police Cmdr. Ray
Bonillas responded to a press
inquiry the first week of January
with an email of an official news
release. When contacted on Feb.
5 for an update, Bonillas stated
the D.A. is the appropriate
source.

"I am again going to refer you
to Cmdr. Carl Armstrong with the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office, Investigations
Division,” Bonillas stated in an
email. "Mr. Armstrong may be
able to assist you. We do not have
the answers to many of your
questions and a few of them we
cannot answer because this is still

an active investigation."
The incident began with a

911 call about a subject who
entered the Rite Aid,  allegedly
shoplifted several knives and told
store employees to call the police
because he intended to kill an
officer, Bonillas previously said. 

Police responded and saw
Verdugo still in the Rite Aid
parking lot, he added.

According to the police press
release, the shooting occurred
after Verdugo refused to comply
with the officers' commands to
drop the knife, brandished it and
charged officers.

One of the officers deployed
a beanbag shotgun round but it

had no effect. As Verdugo contin-
ued to advance toward the offi-
cers they feared for their safety
and opened fire.

Verdugo was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Deputy Coroner W.B.
Caldwell said recently Verdugo
was not a transient as originally
speculated but resided at an
address in El Centro he added he
was unable to provide. Caldwell
also disclosed Verdugo did have
a prior arrest record but did not
provide further detail.
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Year-Long Closure Of I-8 Buckman Springs 
Rest Area Begins In March

SAN DIEGO — Crews have
begun work on the Interstate 8 (I-
8) Buckman Springs Safety
Roadside Rest Area (SRRA)
Sewer/Water Systems Restoration
Project that will require fully clos-
ing the rest area for about a year,
reported Caltrans officials. 

The Buckman Springs SRRA
located along I-8 near Pine Valley
in eastern San Diego County may
be closed as early as March 2 for
the duration of the year-long proj-
ect that will construct a new
sewage treatment system. The
work is needed to bring the rest
area in compliance with state and
federal water quality standards.

“Closing the Buckman
Springs SRRA will impact
110,000 travelers estimated to use
the rest area annually as a safe
place to stop and reenergize.

Caltrans thanks motorists in
advance for their understanding as
we undertake these necessary
upgrades to bring the facility’s
sewage system up to standards
and protect local groundwater,”
said Caltrans Project Manager
Clint Peace.

The sewage from the
Buckman Springs restrooms is
treated onsite by a wastewater
treatment system and the water
quality is routinely tested to
assure it meets current water qual-
ity standards.

A recent review of the analy-
sis determined that the groundwa-
ter did not meet these standards
even after closing the
Recreational Vehicle Sanitation
System (dump station) in 2016,
and that Caltrans was in violation
of the wastewater discharge per-

mit.
The $3.4 million upgrades

will improve groundwater quality
and efficiency of the water sys-
tem. The project is funded by the
State Highway Operation and
Protection Program

For real-time traffic informa-
tion including traffic speed, lane
and road closures due to construc-
tion and maintenance activities,
and more, go to
http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/

Follow @SDCaltrans on
Twitter at
www.twitter.com/SDCaltrans and
like Caltrans District 11 on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/CaltransDistr
ict11 for news related to state
transportation in San Diego and
Imperial counties.

Tox Report in on Man Shot by ECPD, But
Not Released
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Border Patrol News

Robotics...........................page one
"I was in MESA and it was

heavy in the sciences but I want-
ed more of a building program,"
Isbed recalled. "There was a
small robotics program and I
started with Lego robotics. We
assembled it, then we had to code
it so it could move it in all direc-
tions.”

The experience was invalu-
able and led to some success, she
added.

“We had to conform to the
game design, steer through an
obstacle course, steering in and
out of boxes along the course. We
took third place among Imperial
Valley schools but we were not so
successful in the regionals for
Southern California," Isbed said.

MESA serves 18 schools in
Imperial County--eight high
schools and 10 middle schools.
For many students MESA
inspires students to become more
involved with STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
math) classes. It helps many to
see the connection between
STEM and industry. 

Inez also built Lego robotics
in middle school and said that
caused her to want to learn more. 

"We learned as we go and it
was really fun, so when I got to
Holtville High School I wanted to
continue on." she recalled. "But
at the high school level we use
power tools and that is a bit of a
challenge."

For the first two years of high
school Inez said she did all the
social media for the robotics team
as they wanted to stand out from
other teams. She has posted
examples of the team’s current
projects to Instagram.

Robotic Competition Honed
Skills

"We had plans on how to
score points in competition," she
said. "We'd livestream videos and
we got a lot of likes from stu-
dents, mostly those at HUSD
(Holtville Unified School
District)."

This semester the team is
working on a project called a
drive train. It has the foundation
of a whole robot (similar to a car
chassis) with a small motor. It is
used to power a drive train or
other mechanism. The direct-cur-
rent motor is 2.5 inches in diame-
ter and kicks out 337 watts of
power. 

“We've been working on this
project since January and expect
to complete it by the end of
March," said Isbed. "Then we go
to our 'Infinite Recharge' (this
year's theme) competition at the
Orange County Events Center
April 1 and April 4. Competing
teams are mostly from California
but one is from Turkey." 

Isbed also explained she is
already looking at colleges. 

"My first choice is UC
(University of California) Irvine
and my backup school is Chico
State University," she said. "I'm
hoping to get into an aerospace
company, or something along
those lines."

Inez has also begun looking at
college with a major in mechani-
cal engineering at either UC
Irvine or San Diego State
University. As such, her current
efforts keep her busy.

"We’re here at the robotics
team every day except week-
ends," she said. "It's a lot of team-
work and we all work together to
score well at competitions."

Isbed pointed out that at the
competition teams will be
grouped with two other teams to
establish a ranking and then get
scored on overall points The top
teams will advance to quarter,
semi and grand finals in which
individuals as well as teams will
be awarded ceremonial plaques
for various categories. Categories
include best design, best rookie
team and the Chairman's Award,
the highest honor given to recog-
nize the team that is the best role
model.

Overcoming Obstacles
However, it is apparent other

teams are better funded, though
that can offer an advantage, the
students noted.

"We work with the tools we
have and hope our ideas can carry
the day," said Isbed. "Sometimes
a simple design can work as well
as a complex one. We want to
show our ideas can be competi-
tive even on a smaller budget."

Jacob Imperial, a sophomore,
is participating in his first year of
the robotics team and said he has
mechanical experience doing
auto mechanics with his father.
His father is a maintenance man-
ager for AT&T cell phone towers.

"When a cell tower goes
offline, he's the first one contact-
ed," said Jacob. "I enjoy working
with my dad on his vehicles but
it's the only time I work on cars. I
want to be a mechanical engineer
or a diesel mechanic. This is a
great team. People are very invit-
ing and the administrator (faculty
advisor) is very encouraging.”

Valenzuela is in her first year
as team advisor and noted she is
impressed with the skills demon-
strated by the students. 

“The students actually know
more than I do," she confided.
"But they approached me to be
their advisor. At first I thought it
would be overwhelming, but it is
not. You can see, they are on task
and very independent.”

The cub’s out-of-the-area
competition has benefits that go
beyond just creating an entry, she
added. 

“For robotics competition
students have the opportunity to
meet students from France,
Germany and all over the world
with the same interest and can
compare and contrast experience
and knowledge. From there, they
can move forward in their chosen
field," Valenzuela said.

Border Patrol Captures Man
Wanted for Sexual Offenses

CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector arrested a
man wanted for sexual offenses
on Monday evening.

The incident occurred at
around 9 p.m., when agents
assigned to the El Centro Station
encountered a man suspected of
illegally entering the United
States approximately one-half
mile west of the Calexico West
Downtown Port of Entry.  Agents
arrested the man and transported
him to the El Centro Station for
immigration and criminal history
screening.

Agents conducted records
checks, which revealed that the
man identified as Francisco
Perez-Zamora, a 34-year-old
Mexican national, had an out-
standing warrant for sex assault
from Decatur, Georgia Sheriff

Office.
Perez is being held in federal

custody pending further criminal
prosecution.

Perez will be extradited to
Georgia.

In fiscal year 2020, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents have
arrested and removed 25 individ-
uals either convicted or wanted
on sexual offense charges after
they entered the United States
illegally.

Border Patrol Apprehends
MS-13 Gang Member

CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector arrested a
previously deported gang mem-
ber early Monday morning.

The incident occurred at
around 1:00 a.m., when agents
assigned to the Calexico Station
encountered a man suspected of
illegally entering the United

States approximately 16 miles
east of the Calexico West
Downtown Port of Entry.  Agents
arrested the man and transported
him to the El Centro Station for
immigration and criminal history
screening.

Agents conducted records
checks, which revealed that the
man identified as Luis Arrecis, a
33-year-old Guatemalan nation-
al, is a self-admitted Mara
Salvatrucha 13 gang member
with an extensive immigration
and criminal record.  

An Immigration Judge previ-
ously removed Arrecis from the
United States on October 2,
2012. 

Arrecis is being held in feder-
al custody pending further crimi-
nal prosecution.

Border Patrol Rescued
Abandoned Man in Mountains 

OCOTILLO, Calif. - U.S.

Border Patrol agents assigned to
the El Centro Sector rescued an
illegal alien from the harsh
mountains Wednesday morning
after being abandoned.

The incident occurred at
approximately 10:46 a.m., when
agents assigned to patrol the
mountains west of Calexico had
apprehended three illegal aliens.
One of the arrested individuals
informed Border Patrol Search
Trauma and Rescue team
(BORSTAR) agents that a man
was left behind in the mountains
without water.  Knowing the spe-
cific dangers of being lost and
disoriented in the vast terrain
agents immediately set in motion
efforts to rescue the man.  

At around 11a.m., a
Department of Defensive (DOD)
Blackhawk helicopter joined in
the rescue and canvased the gen-
eral area while ground agents
tracked the smuggling route.
Minutes later, at about 11:22

a.m., DOD spotted the individual
and transported a ground agent to
his location.  An agent certified
as an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) assessed the
man's condition and determined
him to be in good health.  Agents
assisted the man out of the moun-
tainous terrain not accessible by
vehicle.  

"The United States Border
Patrol goes all in when it comes
to training agents to prepare for
and perform these type of res-
cues," said Chief Patrol Agent
Gloria I. Chavez. "I can think of
no greater investment then the
investment in the preservation of
life." 

All four men were transport-
ed to the El Centro Border Patrol
station for processing. 
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BY RODRIGO MARTINEZ AND
AUDREY ROSE ABATTI

With the California Mid-Winter Fair
and Fiesta several weeks away, it means
that students and FFA members all over the
Imperial Valley with show animals are
preparing themselves and their livestock.

As the days count down, the stress
level rises for students and parents alike.
There is one group of students that will
stress more. Those students are the new-
bies in the FFA that have never shown an
animal at all. Many questions were asked
to get a better understanding about how
they are getting ready and how they’re
feeling.

It will be Alondra Gonzales' first time
showing an animal, a market lamb. 

She said she is “nervous and not look-
ing forward to it” when asked about how
she is feeling about the fair and animal
showing.

When asked why she is showing an

animal this year, she said, “I am doing this
for fun and so far it is.” 

The difficult questions came up on
what she will do with the prize money or
buyers money.

Gonzales calmly said, “With the
money I earn I will pay back my dad
because he paid for my lamb and sup-
plies.”

It also will be Nancy Velarde's first
time showing an animal, a market goat.

When asked about how she is feeling
about the fair and showing animals she
responded, “I am nervous and excited at
the same time about the fair.” Velarde stat-
ed, “I’m showing animals for experience
and for fun” when asked why she is show-
ing animals. 

The question also came to Velarde
about what she will do with the prize or
buyers' money and she said, “I want to pay
back my grandpa for paying for my goat.”

‘Newbies’ Prep for Fair FFA
Animal Showing

BY MELISSA TORRES

The Holtville High School girls’ bas-
ketball teams are run by head coach
Murray Anderson, junior varsity coach
Michael Goodsell and freshmen coaches
Marely Garcia and Valerie Mendoza. 

In this season the girls have won all of
their games except for four games playing
against two teams from San Diego that are
currently in divisions 1 and 2. The girls
also had two losses against Imperial Valley
teams. 

The girls played Southwest High
School and lost to them by 7 points. They
also played Imperial High School this past
week at the Holtville home court and they
lost by 20 points. 

The Holtville girls’ basketball team has
come a long way. Anderson has been
coaching for about five-plus years and he's
led the girls to become more competitive.
The girls practice every single day of the
week except for their game days. They put

in about two and a half hours every day
working on their defense, offense, layups
and free throws. 

The Holtville girls’ basketball program
has a saying that goes “What wins games?
Layups, free throws, and defense.” 

Currently the team is ranked in division
3 in the San Diego Section. They have
gone up two divisions in the past couple of
years, which has forced them to play more
aggressive and smarter. 

This past year, the team had a run for
CIF. They were supposed to win three
games and then go onto their champi-
onship round at CIF. The team lost their
chance at the quarter finals at CIF last year. 

This year the girls are more competi-
tive than ever. They are more determined
than ever to win CIF and make history
once again. This year the stats that have
been recorded so far show that the girls
basketball team has a chance to win.

Holtville High School Girls’
Basketball Team Doing Well
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Ribbon Cutting to Mark Expansion of Pioneers Health Center
in Calexico

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District pulled out all
the stops on its new facility in
Calexico, with an eye to expand-
ing its scope of services in four
distinct areas --- primary care,
express care, pediatrics and
women’s health, a Pioneers
spokesman said.

“This expansion will allow us
to expand those services … in
addition to our existing nephrolo-
gy, orthopedic and ophthalmolo-
gy” services at its Pioneers
Calexico Health Center at 450 E.
Birch St., said district spokesman
Frank Salazar on Feb. 18.

“What we did was a remodel
and expansion of our clinic that
was established by Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District in
2004,” Salazar said. “Our town-
hall sessions in 2015 taught us
there were a lot of disparities in
Calexico because there was no
hospital. In 2018 we broke
ground on the new facility. We
are now doing the ribbon cutting

in 2020.”
The rural health clinic was

established to address areas with
significant healthcare
provider/physician shortages, he
stated.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the center was to take place
the morning of Feb. 19, which

was passed this newspaper’s
deadline.

Some $3 million was invested
to develop the Pioneers Health
Center in Calexico. Some 7,600
square feet of the clinic was ren-
ovated, and 1,600 additional
square feet for a common
lobby/entry were constructed

during the project,
Salazar stated in an
emailed FAQ.
Improvements were
made in the parking
lot with a local tran-
sit drop-off area.

“The construc-
tion project created
jobs in the communi-
ty that lasted over
500 days,” Salazar
said.

The expansion
gives the facility the
ability to offer new
and/or improved
services in emerging
areas like “express
care,” he added.

“Express care is
the new trend at hos-

pitals. People do not want to deal
with long waits in the lobby. We
are bringing in more physicians
and specialists to meet this need,”
Salazar said.

The number of exams rooms
in the facility increased from 14
to 30, which will allow for the
accommodation of more physi-

cians.
Salazar stressed that the qual-

ity of care is always a priority
with the Pioneers district. 

Staff at the new health center
in Calexico will be experienced,
Salazar explained

“The staff will be current staff
from the Pioneers Health Center,
and we are bringing in more
physicians on board. The staff
has patiently been waiting to get
to work in Calexico,” he added.

The health center is in the for-
mer Calexico Hospital building,
which is owned by Heffernan
Memorial Healthcare District.

Salazar said the former hospi-
tal has been transformed from an
outdated understaffed facility to a
state-of-the-art medical establish-
ment ready to serve its communi-
ty.

Hours of operation at the
Pioneers Health Center in
Calexico are Monday thru Friday
7 a.m. to midnight Mondays
through Fridays and 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 

For your
advertising

needs, please
call us at

760-339-4899.

THE FEB.  19 ribbon cutting for the expanded Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District Facility at 450 E. Birch St. in Calexico. STAFF PHOTO



(StatePoint) Planning to fol-
low a trendy diet like keto or sim-
ply want to eat right? There’s
good news -- grilling can be a
great option for you to kickstart
eating healthier. Indeed, the
American Heart Association rec-
ommends it. 

“Grilling is a year-round way
of life, bringing together family
and friends,” says Jeff Thiessen,
president of Pit Boss Grills.
“Luckily, those watching their
diets can still get healthy foods
with the fun and flavor of a back-
yard barbecue.”

Use these tips to make health-
ier meals prepared on the grill:

• Let your spices do the heavy
lifting: You can add exciting and
bold flavor to any recipe using
seasoning mixtures. Spice up
foods like veggies or lean meats
with seasoned rubs or marinades
for amazing flavor without all the
calories.

• Eat fresher: Round out
recipes by including fresh veg-
etables. For the best flavor and
highest nutritional value, look for
locally-grown produce.
Vegetables make an excellent
addition to any meal as grilled
kabobs or chopped up and tossed
in your favorite chili.

• Be versatile: A healthy diet
is a versatile diet. Look for a grill
offering multiple cooking
options, including baking, roast-
ing and smoking, such as Pit
Boss Grills. Their 8-in-1 versatile
grills allow you to do it all with
one-of-a-kind hardwood flavor.

• Try it yourself: For a deli-

cious spin on a favorite barbecue
classic, try this Healthy Hawaiian
Pulled Pork, right from the Pit
Boss playbook.

Ingredients:
• 2 cups aloe leaf juice
• 1 teaspoon coriander, ground
• 2 teaspoons cracked pepper
• 1 teaspoon cumin
• Dash of salt
• 4-6 garlic cloves
• 1 3-inch ginger, fresh
• 1-2 limes
• 4 cups no sodium added chick-
en bone broth
• 1/4 cup olive oil
• 4 teaspoons paprika
• 6-8 pounds pork shoulder/butt
• 1/2 sweet onion
• 2 packets Truvia
• 2 tablespoons Truvia Nectar

Directions:
• Set grill to “smoke.” Once

the pot catches, turn the grill up
to 300 degrees F. Make sure your
flame broiler is closed, you’ll
want to use indirect heat.

• Add spices to a bowl. Set
aside.

• Grate ginger into a separate
“wet ingredients” bowl. Mince
garlic cloves and dice onions into
the same bowl. Juice limes and
add chicken bone broth, aloe leaf
juice, Truvia and Truvia Nectar.
Mix and set bowl aside.

• Add the oil to your Pit Boss
Cast Iron Roasting Pan and coat
the bottom and sides. Place pork
inside.

• Coat pork with dry rub.
• Pour wet ingredients around

the pork. Cover with lid and set
on the grill.

• Check every couple hours,
basting if needed. When internal
temperature reaches 195 degrees
F (after 6-8 hours), it should eas-
ily start to pull apart. Don’t pull
apart the whole shoulder yet.

• Remove roasting pan from
grill and set aside for 1 hour.
Remove lid to help speed cool-
ing.

• Once cooled, shred pork
into a separate bowl, removing
fat. If adding marinade for addi-
tional flavor, skim fat off the top
and discard.

• Pair with fresh grilled veg-
gies, delicious fruit or make tacos
or salads, and voila!

To shop grills, as well as find
cooking tips, grilling resources

and additional recipes, visit pit-
boss-grills.com.

By following the keys to
healthy grilling, you can create
guilt-free meals.
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Distinguished schools...................page one

State Records Affirm
Achievement

Statistics back him up,
including the California
Assessment of Student
Performance and Progress, the
state's assessment system for stu-
dents in third through eighth
grades, and grade 11. It measures
how well students are mastering
state standards in English lan-
guage arts and mathematics. The
state average for English lan-
guage arts was 49 percent at pro-
ficiency (2017/18) for fifth grade,
while Finley was at 57 percent. In
math, the average was 35 percent
while Finley logged 42 percent.

"I feel proud of my team
because we're the only elemen-
tary school in Imperial County
receiving this award," Acosta
said.

Tiffany Terrill, Finley coun-
selor, noted she is not so much an
academic coach as she is an emo-

tional/social mentor for students.
"I do study skills with them

so they do better on tests, such as
in multiple choice, eliminate the
obvious wrong answer first," she
said. "Don't wait until the day
before a test to pay close atten-
tion. Begin the first day. And you
must attend school every day
because if you're not here, you
can't learn. Our teachers are moti-
vated and have high expectations
for their students."

What the Finley staff is very
proud of is their foundational
reading and math tutoring,
explained Perez.

"We provide intervention
before, during and after school,"
she said. "It's small-group
instruction and assisted by all
school staff: teacher assistants,
librarians, resource teachers and
counselors. We all have to do our
part." 

LIVING For Healthier Eating, Grill More

(StatePoint) There comes a
certain point during every school
year when students and educators
alike are at risk of suffering from
a midyear slump. One solution to
staying motivated? Adding some
color and vibrancy to everyday
tools used in the classroom. Here
are five ideas for doing so:

• A change of scenery has the
power to inspire. Students can
revamp their lockers and desks at
home with new decorations, art-
work and organizational tools,
like a color-coded bulletin board.
Teachers can make the same
updates to classrooms to give stu-
dents and themselves a fresh per-
spective.

• Add a fun splash of color to
music-making. With Casiotone
CT-S200 keyboards, you can
select from vibrant red or white,
in addition to the standard black.
The ability to hook up to any
portable music player so that the
user can play any music down-
loaded to the device offers versa-
tility in lesson planning, practice
and performance.

• Any calculator can be easily
customized with skins, but if you
want to keep it simple, some mod-
els are stylish and colorful right
out of the box. One such example

is the fx-9750GII. Available in
black, blue or pink, this can be a
great way to give young mathe-
maticians a fun and useful tool to
see them through finals, college
entrance exams and more. 

• If you didn’t purchase new
accessories like backpacks, gym
bags or laptop cases at the begin-
ning of the school year, maybe it’s
time for a refresh. Slick new car-
rying essentials can give a student
greater confidence while traveling
from home to the classroom, and
help brighten the school day.

• From quotes and messages
greeting students each morning to
building out lessons with pictures
from around the globe, a projector
designed to work well in the class-
room, such as the Casio Ultra
Short Throw projector XJ-U351,
can be a versatile tool for teachers
looking to liven things up or
engage students in a lively con-
versation.

By embracing colorful tools,
students and teachers can work
their way out of the midyear
slump for a strong finish to the
school year.

Tips For Students And
Teachers To Get Through

EDUCATION
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Local Flu....................page three
“Anecdotally, from what I’ve

heard … the vaccine’s not as effective
this year,” he  said. “That’s one reason
I’ve heard it’s been so bad this year.”

Epidemiologist Fierro did not
agree, saying this season’s vaccine
contains two types of B strain and two
types of A strain, including those that
are responsible for the high positive
cases this year (B Victoria and A
H1N1).

The vaccine is not going to be 100
percent effective, and even when it is
working, its efficacy is about 50 per-
cent, Fierro explained. 

The vaccine’s true measure is that
people are “not getting too sick” and
that the elderly and very young are
only getting the flu at “mild and mod-
erate” levels, she stressed. 

The vaccine is primarily geared
toward aiding a “herd immunity,” or
the potential for those who are vacci-
nated to help prevent a virus from
spreading to the minority of residents
who can't get vaccinated for medical
reasons, Fierro said.

Behind the Numbers, County
Surveillance

With 33 weeks to go in the sur-
veillance season, it’s not yet known
how high the local numbers will get,
Peinado stated. So far, 992 suspected
cases of flu have been tested as of Feb.
1, with 37 percent coming back posi-
tive (the 369 cases reported so far).

For a wider perspective, 188 posi-
tive cases of flu were detected, or 18.3
percent of the 1,023 cases tested, dur-
ing the entire 2018-19 flu season,
according to Peinado.

Some 452 positive cases, or 30.2
percent of the 1,498 cases tested, were
found during the 2017-18 flu season,
Peinado reported.

“We have one of the best reporting
programs in the country. We send
more cases and capture more cases
than many other places,” Fierro
explained.

The county works closely with the
CDC, she added, and sends all its sus-
pected cases to the Naval Health
Research Center Lab in San Diego
from two separate surveillance pro-
grams through which the county

draws its cumulative totals.
The larger of the two programs

involves what is called “Influenza-
Like Illness” monitoring through three
Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo clinics
in Brawley, Calexico and El Centro,
and the emergency departments from
ECRMC and Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District, Fierro explained.

The smaller program tests and
tracks “Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection” cases from the two ERs
only. That program isn’t solely for flu,
however. Fierro said it also tracks such
illnesses as the common cold. 

So far, 347 of the positive cases
this year have been found through the
ILI testing and 22 cases through the
SARI testing.

Although it does not track positive
flu cases from other physicians and
local clinics, Fierro said county health
officials regularly communicate with
other local healthcare providers to rec-
ommend they report their own data to
the CDC on a regular basis.

Preventative Measures Still in
Play

Health officials across all localities
agree getting vaccinated is still essen-
tial, as well as adhering to the proto-
cols recommended by health profes-
sionals to limit the spread on the virus.

CDC recommends that everyone
six months and older receive a flu vac-
cine every year. 

Flu shots are available at the coun-
ty Public Health Department on a
walk-in basis during regular hours for
$5. Additionally, the flu vaccine is
available with local physicians, com-
munity clinics, including Clinicas De
Salud Del Pueblo Inc. and local phar-
macies, according to the county. 

To stop the spread of flu and other
respiratory illnesses, it is recommend-
ed people: 

• Stay home while sick and limit
contact with others 

• Cover your cough or sneeze
with your sleeve or disposable tissue 

• Wash hands frequently and thor-
oughly with soap and warm water, or
use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose
and mouth

Deliver
Inspirational
Message and Help
Children

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Sweet
Voices

THE MLK JR Community Choir of San Diego performs at Christ
Community Church in El Centro on Feb. 15.  The 30-member
ensemble was accompanied on piano by its director, Ken Anderson.
ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Amid the February recognition of
Black History Month, the MLK Jr
Community Choir of San Diego per-
formed at Christ Community Church
in El Centro on Feb. 15 with a set of
inspiration gospel hymns. The 30-
member ensemble stood proud as its
director, Ken Anderson, accompanied
it on piano. 

About 100 audience members
eagerly awaited the music to begin and
once it did were quickly engulfed in
the moment. It is just such reactions
that bring as much joy to the perform-
ers as to those experiencing the
group’s concerts.

“Our main purpose is to sing. The
choir used to be a one-time event but
we changed it to a season instead,”
Anderson explained. “We started in

1994 with 17 people and now the
choir averages 80 to 100 members.”

The group’s size allows it much
versatility, which showed in its deliv-
ery on songs including “Great is Thy
Faithfulness,” “You can Depend on
God,” “Didn't it Rain,” “Hold On,”
“Worship the Lord and Praise His
Holy Name,” and “We Shall
Overcome.”

"We have soprano, alto, tenor, and
bass singers,” said Anderson. "For
this event, we had 30 people. The
majority of the singers are from
greater San Diego. Some come from
as far as Temecula, Escondido and
Ramona. Our connection to Imperial
Valley came from two of our members
who used to live in the Imperial
Valley."

While the choir has performed in
Europe, Washington, D.C.,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Carnegie
Hall and other locations, 28-year
member Bea Alden from Alpine
recalled its growth and how its mem-
bers keep it going.

“We all individually pay for our
trips. We love to sing and we sing for
the kids." Alden said. "I was part of
the Choir when there was only five
and then we formed this organization
and asked Anderson to be our director
and became incorporated as a non-
profit organization.”

Choir members also count family
members among their fans and that
included Gerald Seon, who accompa-
nied his wife, Earlean, who expressed
joy in being part of the group, saying,

"I love singing. It is part of my life.”
The MLK Choir also has a schol-

arship program whose beneficiaries
include students in Imperial County. 

“MLK Community Choir San
Diego awards scholarships and nar-
rowed it to the field of visual or per-
forming arts as we found that San
Diego schools were challenged in sup-
porting the arts,” Anderson added.
“Currently, the students are awarded
an average of $2,000, but we would
love to give a kid a full ride in the
future.”

In between songs, the Choir
announced the Imperial County MLK
Scholarship for a three-week intensive
residential summer program for area
high school students. The awarded
student will earn six college-prep units

upon completion of the program.
The deadline for the scholarship

application is March 16. Visit  acade-
micconnections.ucsd.edu for more
information. The Choir also asked for
assistance in locating applicants.

The event was staged by the MLK
Commemorative Committee, said
member and long-time Imperial
Valley resident and activist Marlene
Thomas.

"The committee is really giving
back to the community. A free con-
cert is our way of saying thank you to
our community and at the same time
addressing the hunger,” she said.
“That is why we are asking for non-
perishable commodities and we also
provide them with history."
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PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-118
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Imperial Valley Youth Pony
Baseball League
258 E Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
IV At Risk Youth Betterment
Foundation Inc.
721 W Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A

Corporation
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
January 1, 2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C3497360
I, Joey Imperial Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Joey Imperial, President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 7,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 6, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6318        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27 Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-71
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Summit Fleet
664 Thomas Lane
El Centro CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
602 Wake Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
Summit Acceptance LLC
602 Wake Ave
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A

Limited Liability Company
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
Articles of Incorporation:
201902410493
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Nathan Clarke,
Manager
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 28,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 27, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6307A
Publish: Jan. 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-93
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Alpha Towing
325 E Evan Hewes Hwy
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Cesar Arevalos
325 E Even Hewes Hwy
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:An
Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 27, 2020.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Cesar Arevalos,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6310        
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-66
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Tropicana Juice & Fruit Bar
114 W. Birch St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Tropicana Juice & Fruit Bar Inc.
114 W Birch St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation

Articles of Incorporation:
C4539881
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Anabel Lippmann,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 28,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 27, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5871       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-121
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
R&R Transport
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Ricardo Rodriguez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 10,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 9, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Lega 5874        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-36
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Booking Vacation Rentals
1057 F Torres
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Brenda Leticia Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Alberto Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231

This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 5, 2016.
I,   Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Brenda Leticia Arceo
Aguilera, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 14, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5884        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-16
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Laura Cintora Tax Services
237 Rockwood Ave, Ste 210
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Maria Laura Cintora
856 Lee Ave
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 9, 2020.
I, Maria L. Cintora  Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Maria Laura Cintora
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2020.

NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 8, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5883       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-97
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Moni’s Insurance Agency
237 Rockwood Ave. Suite 90
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61
San Diego, CA 92154
Full Name of Registrant:
Maria C. Leon
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61
San Diego, CA 92154
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Maria C. Leon
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5872       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF WITH-
DRAWAL FROM PARTNER-
SHIP OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
The following person(s) has
(have) withdrawn as a General
Partner(s) from the partnership
operating under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) :  
Pan American Group
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business name
statement for the partnership was
filed in th e office of the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on: May
25, 2016.
The full name and residence
address of the address of the per-
son(s) withdrawing as a part-
ner(s) is(are): 

Armando G. Ramirez
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signed: Armando G. Ramirez,
Partner
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: January 15, 2020
I hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a correct copy of the origi-
nal on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5880 
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-61
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Growpak
2308 M L King Street
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ana Cristina Ibarra
2297 Caminito Vasto
La Jolla, CA 92037
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature:Ana Cristina Ibarra,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal 5873        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-94
The following person  is conduct-
ing business as:
Love Store California
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste 101
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Efren Mendez Garcia
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste. 101
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Jose Efren Mendez

Garcia, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5881       
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-110
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Villicana Transport
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Humberto Villicana
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
individual
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: February 5, 2020.
I, Humberto Villicana Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Humberto Villicana,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 6,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 5, 2025. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6319            
Publish: Feb 20, 27, Ma r. 5, 12,
2020



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-57
The following persons are
conducting business as:
Trojans Youth Sports
Academy
258 E Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
IV At Risk Youth Betterment
Foundation Inc.
721 W Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: A
Corporation 
Registrant  commenced to

transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s)
listed above on: January 22,
2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C3497360
I, Joey Imperial Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Joey Imperial,
President
The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the
use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common
Law.

Filed with the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on:
January 23, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 22, 2025.
A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6306          
Publish: Jan. 30, Feb. 6, 13,
20, 2020 
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CLASSIFIED ADS

NEVER
MISS  AN

ISSUE!
Subscribe to

your 
community
newspaper

today!
Give Us A Call At 

(760) 
339-4899California Auction Ad

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter 10. Undersigned will sell items at
www.storagetreasures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on
February 27th, 2020 at 10:30am. Where said property has been
stored at which are located at StaxUp Storage Calexico,95 E Hwy 98,
Calexico CA 92231County of Imperial, State of California. The fol-
lowing tenant: Ralph Monroy,Clifford A Roth, Alejandra Hernandez,
Oscar Felipe Marquez, Jeniffer Martinez, Leticia Lewis, Martha
Alicia Canizales, Norma Ines Arce, Angelina G Munoz, Daniel
Castellanos Aguilar, . Items to be sold include but not limited to per-
sonal property containing boxes, household items, clothing, and
tools. Purchases must be paid at the time with Cash Only. All pur-
chases sold as is and must be removed within 24 hours of the time of
sale. Sale subject to cancellation up to the time of sale, company
reserves the right to refuse any online bids. 
Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017
Legal 6314
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 2020 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-75
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
FRUVEMET Logistics S De RL
DECV
1961 Buchanan Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

233 Paulin Ave. PMB 2311
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrants:
Imperial Valley Foods Inc.
2310 M L King St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: January 1, 2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C2595036
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Gustavo Caballero,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 29,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 28, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-

Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5868       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-30
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
LCDSWAP LCD Processing
Center
MaxBack
1788 Carr Rd. Suite 4A
Calexico, CA 92231

County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Clover Wireless LLC
2700 W Higgins Rd
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
This business conducted by:  A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
Articles of Incorporation:
201221410196
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Richard X. Fischer,
Secretary
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 14, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6308         
Publish: Jan. 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-42
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
CBI Medical Centers, A
Professional Corporation
801 E Birch Street, Suite 5
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
CBI Medical Centers, 
A Professional Corporation
801 E Birch Street, Suite 5
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
Articles of Incorporation:
C4200513
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: John E Bohm, MD,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 17,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 16, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5869       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-58
The following person  is conduct-
ing business as:
Mangiamos Pizza
2299 W. Adams Ave. Suite 110
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

888 W. Second St. Suite 230 
Box 58
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Eduardo Gutierrez
861 Oak Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 9, 2020.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Eduardo Gutierrez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 6315        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500
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