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Fair's Animal

Round
Robin
Requires Diverse Skills
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Featuring only the best of the
best from the Showmanship livestock judging of Feb. 29, 16 students earned blue or red ribbons
to advance to the Round Robin
segment of the livestock show on
March 4 at the Mid-Winter Fair
& Fiesta.
Round Robin requires all
competitors to rotate among
steers, horses, feeder calves, pigs,
lambs, goats and dairy goats to
display what are superior handling skills in the opinion of the
judges. It requires diverse abilities to control one type of animal
and those does not necessarily
transfer to another.
Winning first place was
Madison Mills of El Centro FFA,
who was raising a market goat for
the March 7 animal auction.

Proud, Yet Humbled
After the awards ceremony,
Riley Merten, a 17-year-old junior at Holtville High School,
admitted she was pleased with
her second-place finish.
"I'm excited I made it this
far," she said with a beaming
smile. "Well, the steers were a little bit ornery, but not too bad.
The market goats, too, at the
beginning, but once you get the
hang of it they would obey."
Riley was raising a feeder calf
for the auction. It is by now
familiar territory as she has raised
them in years past. But staying
ahead of the curve she had
already submitted buyer letters
and hopefully would close a deal
by the day of the auction. Her
cohort, Cameron King, also in
Holtville FFA, was raising a pig

for auction and completed Round
Robin with a respectable 10th
place.
In between rounds Kallie
Thomason, a junior at Southwest
High School, another Round
Robin competitor, spoke of some
of the rigors of handling an animal in the arena. She was wrapping up her third year in the El
Centro FFA.
"I started at 9, raising a lamb,
and will sell a lamb for this auction," she said. "It's my first
year in Round Robin I think
I did pretty well with most
of the animals except
the horses and pigs.
When there's a lot of
people around them
and a lot of noise
from the race
cars (at the
grandstand)it
stresses them
out. But as for
the pigs, I
don't know
what caused
them to act
up tonight."

of students were glad to share
their experiences with raising an
animal for auction. Arly Bastidas,
Continued on page 3

How-to
on Animal
Raising
Exploring
the barns prior
to
Round
Robbin a number

Wallets Out: Big Bucks Exchanged
At Large Animal Auction
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Although adults have a firm
hand on the California MidWinter Fair & Fiesta animal auctions, most will admit the
endeavor is all about the students
who diligently work and plough
much of their own funds into
their animal projects.
A Calexico High School senior, Ayana Solano, tried a steer

Holtville
Water-Plant
Project
Delayed As
Council
Approves
Changes
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
The Holtville City Council on
March 9 voted unanimously to
make changes to plans to upgrade
the city’s water-treatment plant.
The vote means the project’s

after raising a goat last year but it
turned out to be a fateful choice
as entry, Buddy, won Reserve
Grand Champion Holstein at the
Showmanship and Market event
on Feb. 29. Preparing for the
large animal auction March 7,
Ayana shared her insights.
"At the beginning he was
hyper and wanted to run all the
time," she recalled. "And my
mom didn't want me to get him
because he was one of the small-

est (long legs yet light) and
one of his horns was bleeding."
But Buddy stood out from the
herd because he had the courage
to approach her, Ayana noted,
explaining, "Most of all it was his
friendliness because I worried if
he'd try to kick me."
To prepare Buddy for a
potential award blanket, Ayana
started off with a towel draped
across his back. But he did not
like it at all and squirmed until it

design and construction elements
will proceed separately with
design occurring first.
For most projects the city
hires a designer and a contractor
for construction to work on parallel tracks in order to expedite
completion, explained Nick
Wells, Holtville city manager.
The separation was made to
comply with guidelines set by the
state as a condition of its funding
for the project, he noted.
The Holt Group has the contract for the design and the bid for
the construction was to go out
while the design was still being
finalized. But the state is now
requiring design to be completed
before construction bids can be
sought.

Funding Sought For Memorial For Fallen
Holtville Marine

Continued on page 8

BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Two separate funding
accounts were recently established to support the purchase
of a memorial plaque to commemorate the late U.S.
Marine Corps Cpl. Erik H.
Silva, a Holtville native who
was killed in action in the
Iraq War in 2003.
The marker would be
placed on the bridge where
state routes 80/115 enter the
city from the west. It received
state approval but must be
self-funded.
Kim Vincent, former pres-

shed
f r o m
his back.
But Ayana, not
to be discouraged,
would pet him and if he tolerated the towel, reward Buddy
with a sugar cube.
Continued on page 3

ident
of
the
Holtville
American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 138, successfully negotiated with the California
Legislature and the California
Department of Transportation
to grant her request for a
memorial.
Initially, Vincent said she
was told the plaque would
cost about $10,000 to produce
and install. She later found
the amount is $6,640, still a
tall order for a grass-roots
effort..
"We have a Go Fund Me
(free online fundraising platform) page going," said

Vincent by phone from her
new home in Oklahoma. "We
also have a direct-deposit
account
at
the
Sun
Community (Federal Credit
Union) branch in Holtville.
So, friends far and wide can
look for the Go Fund Me page
or make direct deposits in the
American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Unit 138 subaccount: Erik Silva Memorial
Bridge, which it is earmarked
for."
Those interested in contributing may also contact
Vincent
at
hobvin10@yahoo.com.
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Udder-ly Fun:
Kids Enjoy Farm-themed Fair Game Show
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
In the Doc's Pavilion agriculture-themed building at the
Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta the
Farmily Feud comedy game
show was about to begin and
creator Bob Bohm had a few
surprises for his audience.
"The game is just like
Family Feud--two teams but
the questions are about farming and agriculture,” he
explained in an interview
between shows. “After the
Q&A, leads to the silly games
portion which include cow-pie
tossing, pin the tail on the cow
and milk the cow. The whole
game lasts about 20 minutes
because that is about the average attention span for kids."
Hailing from Wisconsin,
Bohm has traveled to fairs all
over the country hosting
Farmily Feud.
When asked how he programs his work, he said, "It's
all marketing and advertising
and letting people know I am
available for fairs. I am also
a magician and hope to do
magic shows as well in the
future."
Anxiously waiting for the
game show to start, Glenda
Humble and her two sons,
Dorian Robbins, 6, and
Davian Robbins, 5, were
enjoying the fair's delicious
popcorn and fries. Bohm was
kind enough to give the two
boys an introduction on how
the game works, though
Davian was more interested in
ringing the cow bell.
When asked if they had
been on a farm before, Dorian
and Davian said they only
went on a local field trip.
Let The Questions Begin

For
this
performance
Bohm had two teams--boys
against girls. The kids who
had been anxiously waiting
ran up to their respective
sides. A white farm fence
with a pink scarf set the stage
for the girls while another
fence with a blue scarf was for
the boys. Then the questions
began, Bohm pitting the boys
against the girls.
Logistically, the props for
the game were very simple--a
barn, corn husks, barn fence,
a cow, sound system, scorekeeper clipboard, question
cards, blue tape on floor for
demarcation, and a table with
two cow bells.
Bohm picked up a card and
asked the first question,
“Name something you get
from a cow.”
The boys’ team answered,
“milk” and more answers followed with “cheese” and
“butter.”
However, the girls
responded to next question,
‘What is a farm animal that
lays eggs?” They started off
with “chicken,” then “duck,”
and then got stuck and Bohm
started a countdown, “5, 4, 3,
2, 1. I was looking for a
goose, a turkey, etc."
Winning Team
As the game neared its end,
Bohm announced the score as
girls 14, boys 8. He started
another set of questions but
with 2 points each to give the
boys a chance to catch up.
When asked to name something from a farm that we
drink, one of the boys
answered “water.” That was
wrong and when a girl
answered “milk,” her team

Woman’s Club Of
Holtville
Community Birthdays
MAR 12: Bryan Nielsen, Linda M. Wood
MAR 13: Adelyn Turner, Doug Brendel
MAR. 14: Jett Pacheco, Serena McSweeney, Bradyn Terrill, Timothy
Ludwig, Linda Layton, Heather Cradic, Lillian Grace Strahm, Lester
Bornt†
MAR. 15: Aslynn Rubin Angulo, Allynee Rubin, Sandy
Schlotterback, Benjie Angulo
MAR. 16: Albert Dickerson†, Braylon Williams
MAR. 17: Dave Swiger, Erin Alvarez, Sammy Nelson, Austin
Allegranza, Emily Marie Wolfe, Ralph Samaha
MAR. 18: Bonny Iten, Dale Phillips, James Paul Birger III, Jennie Hoff

Anniversaries
MAR. 12: Mr. & Mrs.Joe Dan Cameron
MAR. 13: Mr. & Mrs. Jack Vessey
MAR. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Ron Claybrook, Mr. & Mrs. Justin Brady
MAR. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Wally Leimgruber, Mr. & Mrs. Shannon Hoyt,
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Kennnedy
MAR. 17: Mr. & Mrs. Logan Layton
MAR. 18: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Iten, Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Wilson
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won that portion of the game.
The boys each received a ribbon for their participation.
"Now to determine among
the girls team who would be
the number one farmer, a couple of jobs need to be done
around the farm," said Bohm.
Other
games
ensued,
including "pin the tail on the
cow" blindfolded while the
audience yelled to the left, to
the right, up, down.
Two finalists went on to
milk the cow. A device representing real cow udders was
rolled behind the cow prop.
Each girl was to milk the cow
squeezing the udders to get
the milk out. The contestants
were Kiana Adame and
Christine Layaye, the latter
winning by filling her container almost to the top.
The session ended with all
kids getting a turn to milk the
“cow.”
Bohm then urged the children to put their new-found

BOB BOHM EMCEES the “Farmily Feud” comedy game show
during the Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
knowledge to immediate work
saying, "If you go around to
the posters set up throughout
the building, you will know
the answers to my questions."
When asked what was the

best part of the game, Emmi
Escalera quipped, “I enjoyed
beating the boys.”

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES?
NAME CHANGE, FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS
OR PROBATES? PLEASE CALL US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.
CALL 760-339-4899.

Community Calendar
Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School
Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.
at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.
Cornerstone Community
Church
Youth group - every
Wednesday night.
Junior High 5:30 to 7:30

p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30
p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:
Mondays @ 6pm at the
Daniel's home (contact the
church office for more details)
El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the
community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.
631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer
American Legion
BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday
Night. Come support your
American Legion.
275 6th Street - Holtville

Week of March 9th
Applied Suicide Intervention Skill Training (ASIST)
(Originally aired on May 2017)

This workshop is for caregivers who want to feel more comfortable,
confident and competent in helping to prevent the immediate risk of suicide.
Over one million caregivers have participated in this two-day, highly
interactive, practical and practice-oriented workshop. Behavioral Health has
utilized ASIST training for suicide intervention for over 20 years. Now
available to schools and community members, ASIST contributes to our suicide safer community.
Sylvia Bazan, AMFT
Registered Associate Marriage and Family Therapist
Behavioral Health Manager
Community Engagement Supportive Services (CESS)

(442)-265-1525

DEADLINE FOR
NEWS & ADS
Tuesday 5 p.m.
E-Mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com
www.holtvilletribune.com

CALL (760) 339-4899
A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter at
Holtville Post Office February 27,
1905, under Act of Congress of
March 3, 1997. (USPS 247-880).

Semana del 9 de marzo 2020
Entrenamiento de Habilidades Aplicadas para la Intervención del
Suicidio (Conocida por sus siglas en Ingles como ASIST)
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2017)

Este taller es para cuidadores que desean sentirse más cómodos, confiados y
competentes para ayudar a prevenir el riesgo inmediato de suicidio. Más de
un millón de cuidadores han participado en este taller de dos días, altamente
interactivo, práctico y orientado a la práctica. Salud mental ha utilizado el
entrenamiento ASIST para intervenciones de suicidio por más de 20 años.
Ahora disponible para las escuelas y los miembros de la comunidad, ASIST
contribuye a nuestra comunidad más segura contra el suicidio.

Guadalupe Garcia, AMFT
Asociada Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Consejera de Salud Mental
Servicios para Niños y Adolescentes

(442)-265-1525

Read us online at HoltvilleTribune.com
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Cowboy Ghosts
And Lambs On
The Lam Mark
Guard’s Fair Job
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
At an imposing 6 feet 6 inches tall, Edward Monninger might
seem like a security guard whose
tales of patrolling during the 10day run of the Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta would involve cracking
skulls and breaking up drunken
brawls.
But for this gentle giant, who
goes by “Buddy,” it’s more his
style to tell a decidedly sweeter
story, one about being “freaked
out” by the spooky exploits of
what he believes is the I.V.
Fairground’s resident ghost, “The
Cowboy,” or busting a gut as he
and his fellow burly guards chase
after AWOL livestock bursting
free from their pens.
Better yet, Monninger, who
has been working the fair for
about 16 years, would rather talk
about returning annually to see
his brothers in arms.
“It’s always been like a family thing. Most of us don’t see
each other but for the 10 days at
the fair,” said Monninger, whose
day job for the last two years has
been head of security at Golden
Acorn Casino in Campo. Before
that, he spent some time as a
Holtville firefighter.
Like ‘Family’
“I think it’s one of the greatest jobs I do throughout the year,
to come back and see extended
family. … It’s a great place,” he
said.
Many of the 54 guards who
patrol the fair in three shifts, 24
hours a day, have been together
for many years, said Robert
“Tiny” Hernandez. He is a 30-

year veteran of the fair who has
been chief of security for the past
six years. Monninger is
Hernandez’s right-hand man who
he refers to as a “son.”
“He’s that close to us. … He’s
an awesome guy,” Hernandez
said recently when asked why he
thought Monninger was worthy
of being recognized and profiled
in a story. “His attitude, work
ethic and overall knowledge; he
knows how to deal with situations the way I like. He de-escalates situations.”
Despite what people might
think, working security at the fair
can be a relaxed and joyful deviation from daily life.
“Most days are pretty
relaxed. You get to watch the
patrons have a good time,” the
33-year-old Monninger said. “It’s
nice offering our services to the
community and making sure
everything goes well.”
Further, he said it’s nice to
bear witness to how the community evolves and changes over the
years.
The Calexico resident said
it’s a “cool” opportunity to see
the maturation of FFA youths at
the barns, for instance. He said
most of them start out being
raised around the fair and then
return in some capacity to advise
future generations.
In general, he likes “seeing
youngsters come back and enjoy
themselves at the fair every
year.”
Madness is Madness
It’s not all low stress, though.
The fair has its moments, like
Monday nights during High
School Madness.
“That day can get a little hec-

Round robin...................page one
a Holtville sophomore, had a
crossbreed pig named Ginger, an
apt name for an animal with pale
red coloring across his face.
Arly attended the Feb. 29
showmanship and market event.
She explained for showmanship
students are judged on how well
they can control their animal
without it getting loose and running across the arena. For market,
animals are judged for how well
they are built and how closely
muscle mass and body shape conform to the ideal.
"He weighs 263 pounds and I
started raising him the middle of
last November," recalled Arly.
"He was only a couple of months
old then and weighed 93 pounds
when I got him. He could be
stubborn when I got him but he
listens really well and made a lot
of progress."
She taught Ginger to walk in
a figure eight and triangular patterns. And if Ginger's stubbornness got the upper hand, Arly discovered she could persuade him
with the treat of a Hostess
Twinkie.
"I started with a pig last year
but next year I'll raise a goat and
feeder calf," she said. "I didn't
plan to raise an animal but once I
started I really liked the competition. It's not easy work but not as
hard as I anticipated."
Feeding Tricks
Leila Herrera, a senior at
Calexico High School, is in her
first year of FFA. She was raising
a male Duroc pig who now
weighs 247 pounds, but when she
got him in October he was just 45
pounds. She recalled at first he
was so energetic and kept her
busy all the time. She fed him

Purina Show Chow yet also
mixed in strawberries that proved
to be a favorite.
"He wouldn't listen at first but
I'd take him for long walks and
start to walk in front of him to get
him to follow," she said. "After a
while he'd follow the whip and
when I was down training with
him I'd reward him with marshmallows--he loves marshmallows."
Raising two animals, Audrey
Abatti, an 11th grader from
Holtville High, had Rocky, a
male lamb weighing 138 pounds,
and a female goat, Valley, at 83
pounds, which she will save to
raise for next year as well.
"Rocky is a medium weight
and when I load him up on the
truck Monday after the auction
the buyers will put a little more
muscle on him," she said "But
you don't want too much fat
because it’s low cutability--it
takes more expense to package
him. But I've already asked a
couple of people to pitch in to put
together a buy."
Haylee Ray, a senior at
Imperial High School, is serving
her second year on the Junior Fair
board and also is a vice president
for Imperial FFA. The Jr. Board
puts on the livestock shows as
well as assisting with setting up
the competitions and handing out
the ribbons, she explained.
"It's just a fun thing we do,"
said Haylee. "The prize is, having
fun and getting a ribbon. It keeps
me busy and all the Jr. Fair Board
members work very hard to put
on all the livestock events."

tic … it can be a real interesting
day as far as the little things that
can go on during the evening,”
Monninger revealed.
Although attendance numbers were not available by this
newspaper’s deadline, the grandstands are at capacity every year
for High School Madness. A fair
spokesman said this year some
2,500 tickets were distributed to
local high schools to gain
entrance to the grandstands.
Also, Hernandez said some
40 guards worked the evening
shift March 2, with 14 guards at
the grandstands alone.
Still, there are plenty of
chances to see the lighter side of

life at the fair and to make memories that have stuck with
Monninger.
One of his favorite moments
happened just two years ago
when, during the weekly day at
the fair dedicated to developmentally challenged students, he got
a call a 10-year-old autistic boy
was having a rough time. The
boy was sobbing and had already
hurt two teachers who had been
accompanying him.
Monninger said when he
arrived he just grabbed the young
man, hugged and held him until
the boy’s father could come and
further calm down the child.
“It made me feel good to be

able to help,” he said. “It was a
memorable situation because I
was able to just hug him and help
him.”
Tall Tales
Now, about those taller tales.
Nearly every year he’s been
at the fair Monninger has seen
two or three animals escape their
pens and make for an entertaining night as the guards struggle to
contain them. Most recently, he
spoke of a little lamb on the lam
who popped open his gate and
took off.
Continued on page 10

David Richard Young
8/29/70 - 2/11/20
David “Dave” Richard Young, 49, passed
away on February 11th, 2020, at his home, in Holtville. He
was born on August 29th, 1970, in Fontana, CA and was the
youngest of three siblings. He transferred after his sophomore year at Northview High School to Holtville High
School and graduated in 1989. During his years there, he
played varsity football, baseball, and wrestled.
After high school, David attended Imperial Valley
College and worked as a foreman for various harvesting
companies, and various other jobs in the agricultural field. David then married and was a
very proud father to daughter, Bailey, whom he absolutely adored. Most currently, David
earned his EMT certification. Additionally, for the past two years, he has been caring for his
parents. He will be remembered by many for always lending a helping hand to anyone. His
infectious smile and ability to make anyone laugh will be deeply missed by all.
He was preceded in death by his brother, Todd Jeffrey Young, Grandparents
Emmett and Sally Young, and Bennie and Helen Harden. David is survived by his daughter Bailey Young; parents, Richard and Nancy Young; and sister, Michelle Farias and husband Manny Farias. In addition, he is survived by his Aunt, nine nieces and nephews, seven
great-nephews and great-nieces, numerous cousins and lifelong friends.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, March 14th, 2020. Services will commence at 10:00 am at Turning Point Ministries, 450 Cedar Avenue, Holtville, CA 92250.
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County Responding to COVID-19 Threat; Possible Local Case
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
Even as the World Health
Organization on March 11 officially declared the COVID-19 flu
outbreak a global pandemic, its
impact was being felt in Imperial
County despite no confirmed
local cases.
Among the most notable
developments were a handful of
suspected cases, the cancellation
of a major event and the declaration of a county emergency. Local
schools remained open, though
the situation is being closely
monitored, the county’s top
school official stated.
“School closures due to the
COVID-19 pandemic will be
evaluated by each district as they
carefully consider the guidance
released and regularly updated by
the California Department of
Education,
the
California
Department of Public Health, and
other agencies,” county school
Superintendent J. Todd Finnell
stated in a March 11 email.
“There is increasing urgency
in containing the virus, and all
reasonable steps will be considered. Schools are already evaluating travel, mass gatherings and
events, and other activities that
may need to be modified or eliminated,” he added. “The situation
is evolving day-by-day, and our
community should feel very confident that our schools are actively engaged with local, state, and
federal agencies in a coordinated
response to protect our community.”
Case Detailed
The top candidate for a confirmed local case involves a
woman in her 70s who traveled to
Florida recently and is being
treated as the first possible case of
COVID-19 in Imperial County.
She is in isolation at El Centro
Regional Medical Center, according to health officials, awaiting
results of additional analysis.
A positive test has not been
confirmed and no official cases of
COVID-19 have been found in
Imperial County as of midday
March 11.
The woman, who was brought
to the El Centro Regional emergency room on March 8 and held

in isolation since, is being treated
as the first case of the virus after
initial test results came back
inconclusive March 10.
“There is an older female at
our hospital with possible
COVID. I say possible because
we do not have our final tests
back. We have preliminary results
that make us worried,” physician
Christian Tomaszewski said during a hospital press conference
late on March 10.
The initial samples taken from
the woman were tested in a San
Diego laboratory but were inconclusive. She has been retested and
her new specimens sent to San
Diego and to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta, Tomaszewski said.
The emergency physician said
she is being treated as if she has
the virus.
“This day was going to come.
We all knew this. You can run but
cannot hide in El Centro. COVID
will come here like it has in
almost every major city in the
United States and in the world,”
Tomaszewski said.
“The good news is, even if
this case is not COVID, it means
that we are well-prepared,” he
added.
ECRMC Chief Executive
Officer Adolphe Edward held a
similar press conference March 8
to get in front of rumors and
social media chatter regarding the
virus. He announced the woman
had arrived at the ER complaining of side pain and meeting the
criteria for COVID testing and
pre-cautions.
The woman had been put in
isolation and a limited number of
staff were treating her, Edward
said. Those in charge of her care
had been properly equipped,
including being issued CDC-recommended masks and other protective gear, he added.
More Investigation
Two additional cases had
come into the ER on March 10
that were also tested for COVID19, Tomaszewski said. Testing is
taking 24 to 48 hours to complete,
Edward said at the March 10
press conference.
At least one COVID-19 test
has come back negative, physician and county Health Officer

Large animal...................page one
It was a matter of time until
he took to a blanket.
Steer Whisperer
"I literally had to earn his
trust," she said. "He was also
scared of a bucket. It was weird
and I don't understand it. But I'd
walk ahead of him with the bucket and then have him walk around
it when it was on the ground and
he accepted it (along with more
sugar cube treats)."
Buddy was just 837 pounds
when Ayana purchased him for
$786 last fall. But at the auction
weighed in at 1,475 pounds.
Ayana earned three dollars a
pound and had no reason to wonder "where's the beef."
But the big Kahuna for the
beef category was Brawley FFA's
John Cummings, whose Supreme
Champion Market Steer earned
$14 per pound for his 1,335
pounds.
Just as regal was El Centro
FFA's Connor Watson, a sophomore at Southwest High School.
His crossbreed pig, Gunnar,
weighed in at 267 pounds and
was named Supreme Champion.
"It's crazy. He's kind of stubborn and won't keep his head up
when walking but he got there
eventually," said Connor. "I look
forward to next year to raise
another pig. And the FFA is great.
The kids in it are all friendly and
it's like a support system."
Calexico FFA member,
Carlos Gomez, a senior, earned
$5 per pound with his pig,
Sleepy.
"It's the first year I raised a
pig," admitted Gomez. "I wanted
to try it. It's something new.
Sleepy was cooperative until she
got tired and then got stubborn.
She lives up to her name and
enjoys her rest. I feel FFA is a
good activity for everyone. You
can always take something
(away) from the experience. It
makes a person better."
Bonus Sustains Students
At tables behind the arena

grandstand many adults consulted the catalogue for a roster of
students to benefit from add-on
donations. Gina Walker, an office
manager for Farm Aviation, Inc.
in Brawley, said she was planning to bid for the George E.
Morris Foundation, named after
the late operations manager of
Farm Aviation and son of George
B. Morris.
George E. tragically perished
in a plane crash in October.
Proceeds will support auction
exhibitors and a college scholarship as well, explained Walker.
"We're going to buy two
lambs from those who don't have
add-on
connections,"
said
Walker. "Then, as years go on,
we'll work toward doing more.
When George E. Morris got into
Farm Aviation's aerial applications he wanted to help kids who
didn't have the means to line up
buyers yet worked hard at raising
animals."
She added, George E. wanted
to do some of the things George
B. Morris did because they were
so close.
"I just wanted to carry on
George E.'s legacy," said Walker.
"George E. hired me just before
his accident."
Keeping the auction moving
like palm oil was Paul Cooper, a
veteran auctioneer for 45 years.
His bottom-line function, he
explained, was to put a buyer
with a seller and determine a
price.
"The free market is the ultimate judge," said Cooper.
"Animals are judged for their
marketability and quality a particular animal carries."
Cooper works as the manager
for Helena Chemical at its Blythe
store and donates his time for
several auctions per year.
"If there's anybody who has
more fun at an auction, I'd like to
meet him because I have a lot of
fun up there on the auction
block," he said.

Stephen Munday said March 10
during a report to the county
Board of Supervisors.
More than one test has come
back negative, Munday said.
However, in a follow-up interview he refused to discuss specific numbers when asked to clarify
how many people had been tested
in Imperial County.
ECRMC officials said they
had been in contact with Munday
and the county Public Health
Department staff prior to the start
of the press conference, which
was held at 6 p.m. on March 10.
It was unconfirmed that at
least one of the negative tests
came from Pioneers Memorial
Hospital in Brawley. Numerous
messages to Pioneers’ public
information staff went unreturned
as of late morning on March 11.
ECRMC staff and El Centro
city officials said they were at the
March 10 press conference to
assure the public the situation was
under control and that people
need not panic or overreact concerning COVID-19.
“This is a very serious matter
… It was just a matter of time
before we have a coronavirus
case in Imperial Valley, in El
Centro,” El Centro Mayor Efrain
Silva said, but he added “don’t
panic.”
Local Risk ‘Low’
Meanwhile, county Public
Health officials continued to say
the risk to Imperial County residents was low during a report to
the county board.
Although Public Health has
activated an operations center
staffed with about 20 people to
field concerns and provide information about the virus, the
agency is “at a low level of
response now,” public health
Director Janet Angulo told the
board.
Public Health has been in
close contact with both hospitals,
labs and healthcare providers, law
enforcement and educational
agencies and many others, including counterparts in Mexico,
Angulo said.
The county’s Public Health
website has become a “hub for
information,” she said, full of
guidance documents and up-todate information from the CDC

EMERGENY ROOMS SUCH as this one at El Centro Regional
Medical Center could get busier due to the COVID-19 flu virus,
now declared a global pandemic by the World Health
Organization. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
and other agencies.
Munday told the board several tests are pending and that “one
came back negative” on March 9.
While Munday said he is
being made aware of the results
of testing as they come into public labs and through healthcare
providers, he clarified March 10
he is now requiring private laboratories in the county report to
him as well if they come across
positive test results.
During his presentation to the
board, Munday spoke about the
“infectiousness” and “severity” of
COVID-19 in comparison to the
typical flu, which itself has been
strong this year.
The “infectiousness” of
COVID-19, which like the flu is
spread through “droplets transmission” such as coughing,
sneezing and even talking, is
much higher than the typical flu
strains, he said. Presently, a
COVID patient is infecting an
average of two to four other people, Munday said.
On the other hand, the “severity,” or mortality, of the standard
flu appears to be higher, he added.
“Early data from China
showed between a 2.5 to 4 percent mortality rate,” Munday
said, adding as cases increase “the
estimate of fatality is dropping as
we collect more data.”
Event Cancelled
As of March 11, when the
World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a global pandemic there were 118,000 cases
and more than 4,000 deaths

worldwide, according to multiple
media reports. U.S. cases numbered about 1,000 with deaths at
31, reports stated.
By comparison, about 20,000
people have died in the U.S. from
influenza this season, including
five people in Imperial County,
according to the most recent CDC
data.
Meanwhile, as major public
events are being cancelled or
rescheduled throughout the nation
due to COVID, Imperial County
is not immune. On March 10, the
Naval Air Facility El Centro
announced cancellation of the
March
13
Food
and
Entertainment Fest at the base
due to concerns over the virus.
However, the March 14 Blue
Angles air show was still on as of
March 11.
“This morning, at the request
of Commander Navy Region
Southwest, we were asked to limit
the scope of our open base events
this weekend. To that end, we
have decided to cancel the Food
and Entertainment Fest and press
forward with the air show (March
14),” NAF El Centro public
affairs officer Kristopher Haugh
reported in a news release.
In related news, the county
board on March 10 ratified previous March 5 declarations of a
local health emergency over the
virus by Munday and a proclamation declaring a state of emergency by county Executive
Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr.

ABRACADABARA!
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Fair Magician Makes Laughter Appear
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
"Let me show you how a
magician
makes
some
money,"
Godfrey
The
Magician announces as he
opens his magic act at the
California Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta holding a 1922 silver
dollar. He is carrying a bucket
to drop in all the money he is
about to collect during this
performance.
"I will need a volunteer
from the audience;" says
Godfrey, and Declan Messick,
7, runs up. Godfrey understands the excitement of
Declan as he started doing
magic at the age of seven.
On this day, March 3, there
is a limited amount of kids
and adults in the seats; but
those there are treated like
royalty and participated on
and off stage.
Before you know it,

Godfrey is pulling out silver
dollars from Declan's head as
if he were a piggy bank. He
goes on to tell the girls, “This
is a good one to date.”
Missing Ear
Silver dollars are being
pulled out from Declan's
head, pockets, mouth and
ears. Godfrey puts the coin
in one ear and takes it out of
the other, all the while the
audience is hearing silver dollars fall into the bucket. When
Godfrey takes the coin out of
Declan's right ear, he accidentally takes his ear with it too
(a plastic one) and shows it to
Declan. Declan immediately
checks his ear to see if it was
still there. He sighs with
relief after he feels his ear.
Godfrey encourages the
audience that if they want to
try the silver dollar magic act
up the nose they might want
to start with a dime first, and

GODFREY THE MAGICIAN at the Mid-winter Fair & Fiesta.
Elizabeth Villa photo

Four Decades of
Sleight of Hand
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
Godfrey the Magician said he
prefers to keep his real name
anonymous, perhaps part of a
performer’s mystique. Starting
magic at just age seven, he recalls
getting serious at age 14 and that
while in high school he met a
man named Vanteen with the
Circus the Fantastic at the
Arizona State Fair.
Vanteen, he said, was looking
for a young man to go on the road
with him and as Godfrey's parents were always supportive of
his magic, he joined the circus
after graduating from high
school. A nod to his career
choice, his graduation present
was his very first circus costume.
In 1978, he joined the Navy
and was stationed in San Diego
until 1982 where he was a
mechanic fixing and maintaining
helicopters. However, he never
stopped performing magic. He
carried his backpack with magic
tools and performed wherever he
saw an opportunity, whether on
base or in a bar.
In 1985, Godfrey started performing at fairs with his first
being the Del Mar Fair (now the
San Diego County Fair) and since
has traveled throughout United
States. His gigs have include the
fair in Imperial 1987.
Now 60, Godfrey has been
married for 26 years and lived in
Chula Vista since 1996.
Back in the days that Godfrey
went to school, there were no
inhalers and because he was asthmatic, he would be sent to the
school library during physical
education class. He started to
check out magic books and then
performed his magic at a magic
club called Rabbits in Our Hat.
The performers would meet once
a month and the older magicians
would train the younger magicians, he said.
Godfrey also studied the history of Nate Leipzig, a vaudeville
magician in the late 1800s.
Leipzig performed magic he
learned from books but also
developed his own techniques.
The book "Dai Vernon's Tribute

to Nate Leipzig" written by
Lewis Ganson is one of more
than 2,500 magic books in
Godfrey's library.
For 2020, Godfrey performed
on stage at the California Midwinter Fair & Fiesta at 3 p.m. on
weekends and at 6 p.m. on weekdays. He also walked around
and entertained throughout the
fair.
His specialty is doing closeup magic involving the audience-magic that happens in their own
hands. His stage act includes
use of balls, cards, hoops, fire,
foam bunnies and a variety of
coin tricks.
Godfrey has performed in
states such as New York, New
Jersey, Ohio, Minnesota and as
far as Alaska.
“If they pay me, I show up,”
he quipped.
Prior to the Mid-winter Fair
he performed in February at the
Riverside County Fair.
Considering his audience is
laughing the majority of the time,
it can be deducted he is actually a
comedic magician. He has the
innate ability to communicate to
audiences of any age, has people
come up on stage and also goes
down to the audience level and
interacts with them even at their
seats.
The audience reactions are of
amazement on how a child can
rip apart paper and then Godfrey
can put it back together into a sun
bonnet. Even better is when
Godfrey keeps taking out coins
from the pocket of a six-year old
boy. And then he states to the
girls, “This is a good one to
date.”
Probably the one act that
astounded the audience the most
was when he had a person from
the audience pick a card and
write their name on the card. At
the end of the magic trick, he
pulled out a wallet that contained
in an envelope. The person
opened the envelope and it contained the card with their name
on it. This grand finale left the
audience mystified and in awe.

the audience chuckles in
response.
Several magic acts follow.
At one point he has two twin
sisters age 6, Emily and
Amelia Hall, and Declan was
in the middle.
"This is a brave boy to be
in the middle of two girls,"
Godfrey says as he performs
magic with foam balls, and
they multiply right in front of
their eyes.
Magic Bonnet
Bo Messick, Declan's sister of 5, also comes up to help
in an act where she rips a
piece of colored paper. Then
the audience is asked to hold
their magic hands toward
them and say “poof, poof,
poof.” As the pieces that Bo
ripped unravel, they end up
coming together and forming
a sun bonnet placed on Bo's
head. She is amazed and
unable to understand how this

was done.
So girls start getting dollars at very young age,
Godfrey jokes. He goes out
into the audience and sees a
lady with her hair up in a bun.
As if opening a combination
lock, Godfrey says, "Two
times to the left, two times to
the right," and then a whole
bunch of coins came out of
the lady's hair bun.
"You will have to change
the
combination
now,"
Godfrey says to the lady as
she laughs.
As Godfrey is talking
about his mother's homemade
dark chocolate, he starts to
balance 10 silver dollar coins,
one on each finger. You can
do this too if you have no
social life, he jokes.
Following a story of why
he gets his cards at Costco,
Godfrey starts a card act with
Kristi Messick, mom of

Declan and Bo. She picks
the 3 of spades. A member of
the audience is asked for a
number. Then Kristi writes
the number given (7) on the 3
of spades card. The cards are
cut and Godfrey opens a wallet that contains a prize envelope inside. To their surprise, it is the 3 of spades
with the number 7 written on
it.
Next is the hoop act and
the twins are visibly excited
to be up on stage with
Godfrey performing. He tells
them how it takes years to
master the hoop act, and then
one of the twins took it apart
within seconds. The parents
will most likely never forget
this memory of their children
happily jumping and dancing
on stage, while performing
magic acts.
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Holtville Rotary Again Staging

Pulled Pork
Cook-Off

BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Similar to a single-malt
Scotch whiskey, the Holtville
Rotary Club's Pulled Pork CookOff keeps getting better with age
as the second annual competition
heads down the final stretch of
preparation.
The event is scheduled for
March 14 from 4-9 p.m. along
Holt Avenue between Fifth and
Sixth streets. Admission is free
but guests must obtain tickets at
the site to purchase any food or
beverages.
"We have two more teams (11
up from nine) than last year, so
the prizes will increase but that'll
be determined before Saturday,"
assured Ross Daniels, Rotary
past president and Cook-Off
chairman. "We'll have first, second, third places and a people's
choice again, but this year we're
incorporating a best side dish."
Prizes last year were $450 for
first, $225 second, $135 third and
$315 people's choice. The
amounts are expected to increase
slightly and best side dish prize is
to be determined, Daniels added.
Guests will be able to sample
a souffle-sized cup for one ticket.

The competitors will determine
what they will charge for their
offerings. Holtville Rotary will
sell all beverages including beer,
sodas and water.
While The Holtville Taco
Shop returns to defend its 2019,
other teams entered include Don
Romero BBQ, Buzz-More
Racing, I. V. Grill Society, Rise
& Swine, Ametza AZ Petroleum,
Backyard Smokin', Humble
Farmer BBQ, Pull My Pork
Again, Butts Up, and All Soft
Up.
Again, there will be a cornhole (bean bag toss) tournament,
with signs ups at 1 p.m. and
throwing at 2 p.m., explained
Eric Strahm, organizer, and with
his brother, Matthew, co-owners
of Humble Farmer Brewing Co.
The cornhole entry fee is $10
per person with prizes to be
determined by the turn out. The
format will be two-person teams
with double elimination.
"It should be a fun tournament," said Strahm. "Everybody
there will have a good time, win
or lose. And our booth will be
serving pulled pork with a
coleslaw side dish and we'll
make our own ginger ale for

everybody."
Entertainment for the CookOff will be provided by the
Sweet Rock band, which performs the best of ‘80s, ‘90s and
early 2000s hits. It will take
the stage about 4:30-5:00 p.m.
and play three sets.
In addition, there will be chil

dren's activities, including a
face painter and bounce house.
"All proceeds go into the
Rotary's Youth Fund," said
Daniels. "We focus on Holtville
youth groups. But we offer assistance to any youth group
throughout the Imperial Valley-school organizations, cheerlead

ers, athletics and other youth
activities."
In a sense the Pulled Pork
Cook-Off takes over for the
Holtville Athletic Club’s popular
Rib Cook-Off that was ended
after the 2019 event.

PATRONS ENJOY THE inaugural Pulled Pork Cook-Off staged by the Holtville Rotary Club in 2019. Photo courtesy of Ross Daniels, Holtville Rotary Club
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Dollar General Store

On Cusp Of Building In Holtville
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The long-awaited Dollar
General store planned for
Holtville’s west side appears
to be nearing its construction
phase, it has been learned.
The store would be located on a parcel formerly occupied by a mobile home park
where State Route 115 enters
the city. Several mobile
homes are still on an adjacent
lot.
A change of building contractors and compliance
upgrades to conform with
California Department of
Transportation standards to
prevent flooding of the sidewalk perimeter put the project on the fast track.
For several years, the
northern half of the parcel of
the Willowbend
Mobile
Home Park at Fifth Street
and Palm Avenue has been
proposed for the store. In
order to get the project to
proceed, ongoing discussions
were held between Dollar
General, contractor NNN

Development, the property
owner and the city, explained
City Manager Nick Wells.
NNN submitted a completed packet of building
plans and the corporate
office of Dollar General
approved the go ahead in
July 2019. In August, some
building clarifications were
agreed to and then, in late
September after additional
comments from the city planner,
the
project
was
approved.
"The developer has now
taken possession of the property," Wells informed the city
council on March 9. "NNN
has moved materials for construction and they have
begun arriving on site. But
their building permit is not
fully complete. There's still
some engineering issues to
review. But we're shooting
for another two weeks and
then they can break ground."

This vacant lot in Holtville, the former site of a mobile home park near Palm Avenue and Fifth
Street, is planned to be the site of a Dollar General store.
FILE PHOTO

For your
advertising
needs, please
call us at
760-339-4899.
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Fears Of COVID-19 Expressed At Fair

THE I.V. GEM and Mineral Building is crowded during the Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial. Some commercial vendors
said fears of the COVID-19 virus may have dampened sales. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
A constant companion for
many in attendance at this year’s
California Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta were thoughts surrounding
dangers of the COVID-19, or
corona, virus. Children could be
seen wearing face masks and
hand sanitizer became a hot commodity.
Vendors were quick to deny
fear of COVID-19 hurt sales, but
after pondering the subject everyone interviewed agreed recent
media reports had a negative
impact on sales to varying
degrees.
Bobby Kapoor of Brawley, an
annual vendor at the fair, initially
said, “The corona virus didn’t
affect my sales much, but sales
were down.”

After more thought on the
subject Kapoor continued, “I
think fear of the corona virus did
affect my sales. The wind only
closed the fair one day, but I
noticed the larger indoor buildings seemed empty. Inside the
Preble Building people are not
here. Indoor spaces scare them.”
Kapoor added he recognized
changes in his own tendencies
regarding fear of the virus.
“I have found myself on edge
about people coughing. The person in the booth next to me was
coughing and I admit I was a little worried,” he said.
In the world of sales, a widely held belief maintains scared
customers are much less likely to
pull out their wallets.
James Egger, vice president
of the I.V. Gem and Mineral
Club. spoke about sales in the

group’s fair building.
“A good day for us is 80 geodes (sold). Today is the last day
of the fair and we only cut 50
geodes. The fair being closed on
Sunday (March 1) from wind
really hurt us, but we made it up
during the rest of the fair,” he
said.
After pondering the issue a
little further Egger continued,
“Fear of the corona virus affected
sales a little bit. The media didn’t
hurt but it definitely didn’t help
our sales. There was an was
announcement on the news about
a person in Mexicali who had the
corona virus and then they it was
not the corona virus. It’s all political.”
The California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta hires members of
the El Centro American Legion
as staff during the fair and

donates to the post for the service
volunteered by its members.
Tracey Rascoe, a Legion member, was working in the
Imagination Gallery on March 8,
the last Sunday of the fair.
“After the announcement that
someone had the corona virus in
the Imperial County, the next day
I noticed our hand sanitizer started being used more. I noticed
kids were wearing masks,” he
said.
(The person in Mexicali suspected of having the disease was
reportedly an El Centro resident.
The person was later found not to
have the virus. Another suspected
case was reported at El Centro
Regional Medical Center late on
March 8.)
“I feel it’s very hyped up,”
Rascoe said of his thoughts about
the virus. “We have had more

people who died of the last flu
virus than the corona virus. At
this point, I think the media is
hyping it up more than what it
is.”
He continued, “I have friends
in Vancouver, Wash., who can’t
get hand sanitizer, toilet paper or
water at Costco and Wal-Mart.
Stores are sold out. People there
are scared because more people
have been confirmed in
Washington with corona virus
than anywhere else.”
Both El Centro Regional and
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District gave out hand sanitizer at
their fair booths. Parents were
willing to wait in a short line to
get it for their children.

he said.
The project would include
about 150 one- and two-bedroom
apartments on Melon Road and
West Ninth Street in the northeast
corner of the parcel. But as of yet
there is no estimate of when it
will break ground.
Census forms Benefits All
A kiosk at Holtville City Hall
will be prepared with laptops so
residents can complete their
Census forms throughout the
month of April, the city Census
Committee reported. However,
the U.S. Census Bureau prohibits

any city personnel from assisting
completion of forms.
The committee includes
Mayor Ginger Ward, City
Finance Supervisor Kariza
Preciado, city assistant Haley
Dowsey.
"We have received many
kudos for the work being done by
Mayor Ward, Kariza and Haley
along with their committee to get
Holtville fully counted," said
Wells.

Holtville Council..............from page one
Holtville originally applied
for a state grant in 2016 and won
approval in September for $4.1
million. Water-plant improvements include a shade structure
over the clarifier/filter unit,
pipeline rerouting between reservoirs and the replacement of
emergency power generators.
The change will affect the
project timeline, Wells added.
"It will now take 160 days to
complete the fully-designed
process and once finished we can
put out requests for proposal" for
construction, he said.

Any cost changes would be
funded through the state grant,
Wells said.
The city was ready to put the
project out to bid when the State
Water Resources Control Board
requested the change, Wells
explained.
"We were ready to go out to
bid (for construction contractor)
but at the 11th hour (Dec. 2019)
they (Control Board) halted the
project because they insisted on
converting to a fully-designed
project separate from the construction process,” he said.

The work is needed to meet
the Control Board's requirements
to control trihalomethanes
formed as a by-product when
chlorine is used to disinfect
drinking water, Wells added.
Added Housing Stalled
The Melon Apartment complex had been moving forward
until the beginning of the year
but nothing has changed for several months, Wells noted.
"They still need to complete
their finalized CEQA (California
Environmental Quality Act) documents (for state compliance),"

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org • Facility #134603706
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E L E C T I O N S

Vote Tally Lingers, Key IID
Race Tightens
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
With an unknown number
of mail-in and provisional
ballots left to be counted
from the March 3 primary, the
race for the second spot in a
November runoff for the
Imperial Irrigation District
Division 2 seat is tightening.
The news came in an
update from the county
Elections Department.
As of March 10, incumbent Bruce Kuhn was leading
third-place challenger Ryan
Childers by just nine votes to
secure one of two spots in the
runoff. With four people running for Kuhn’s seat, only the
top-two finishers will be in
the runoff.
After the unofficial final
tally released just after midnight March 4, Kuhn’s lead
over Childers had been 49
votes.
Political newcomer and
top vote-getter in the race,
John Brooks Hamby, is still
solidly out front and all but
assured a place in the runoff.
As of March 10, Hamby
had 1,916 votes, or 41.09 percent. Kuhn tallied 1,237, or
26.5 percent; and Childers
1,228, or 26.3 percent.
IID Division 2 was the

only race to have changed or
tightened significantly since
the initial final unofficial
vote count from March 3.
In a March 4 press release,
the Election Department stated there could be as many as
7,700 mail-in and provisional
ballots left to be counted.
However, as of March 10,
Registrar of Voters Debbie
Porter said she had “no clue”
how many ballots remain
uncounted.
Election officials have
already blown past the 7,700ballot estimate with no end
immediately in sight. With
some mail-in ballots still to
be processed and counted this
week, more than 8,100 new
ballots were tallied from
March 4-10.
Some 21,683 ballots had
been counted from the county’s 77,390 registered voters,
for a turnout of 28.02 percent,
as of March 10.
“We still have not started
provisionals so far,” Porter
said, adding she expected to
begin processing those ballots
by the weekend of March 14.
Once that starts, the count
would slow even further due
to the time it takes to verify
and process provisional ballots,
Porter
cautioned.
Sometimes as few as 10 bal-

lots a day are counted, she
said.
Elections has until April 3
to certify the election.
Meanwhile, nothing had
changed significantly in the
IID Division 4 race, where
incumbent Erik Ortega has
extended his lead and totaled
1,682 votes, or 47.01 percent.
Javier Gonzalez remained in
second and the current
November runoff challenger
with 1,008 votes, or 28.17
percent.
Likewise,
little
had
changed in the election for
the District 2 seat on the
count Board of Supervisors,
where
incumbent
Luis
Plancarte won outright in the
two-person contest.
Plancarte had 2,699 votes,
or 56.14 percent, while challenger Claudia Camarena had
2,109 votes, or 43.86 percent,
as of March 10.
The elections department
will continue to update the
count around 5 p.m. daily on
its
website,
https://www.co.imperial.ca.us
/regvoters/ .
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Border Patrol News
Agents Arrest Convicted
Felon In Possession Of A
Firearm
EL CENTRO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned
to the El Centro Sector foil an
alien
smuggling
scheme
Sunday evening.
The incident occurred at
approximately 9:35 p.m.,
when Border Patrol agents
conducted a vehicle stop near
Heil Avenue and 7th Street.
Agents recognized the driver
of a Toyota Camry as a known
and convicted alien smuggler.
Agents questioned the driver
of the vehicle and determined
that he was on supervised
release for alien smuggling.
Agents received consent to
search the vehicle and discovered a loaded STAR 9mm pistol under the driver's seat.
Agents then arrested the driver
for being a convicted felon in
possession of a firearm.
An immediate search of the
driver also revealed a glass
pipe with residue consistent
with the characteristics of
methamphetamine.
The
weapon and paraphernalia
were seized as evidence and
the driver was transported to
the El Centro Border Patrol
Station for processing.
The driver, a 30-year-old
United States Citizen, is being
held in federal custody pending further criminal prosecution.

Border Patrol Prevents
Smuggling Attempt
By Convicted Murderer
SALTON CITY, Calif. - El
Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents working at the Highway
86 immigration checkpoint
arrested a man suspected of
smuggling three undocumented immigrants Saturday afternoon.
The incident occurred at
approximately 5:30 p.m.,
when a man driving a grey
Chevrolet Silverado with four
passengers approached the
checkpoint. During an immigration interview, the driver
stated that three occupants sitting in the back seat had their
immigration documents in
their bags in the bed of the
truck. Agents sent the vehicle
to secondary inspection for
further investigation.
While in secondary inspection,
Border Patrol agents determined that the three occupants
sitting in the back seat were

undocumented immigrants.
Agents conducted records
checks on the driver, which
revealed that the 42-year-old
male had been convicted of
murder on November 12, 1997
out of Orange.
The man
served 14 years confinement
for his conviction. The man
also had other felony convictions that included carrying a
loaded firearm, possession of a
controlled substance and participation in a criminal street
gang.
The male driver and female
front passenger, both United
States citizens were arrested
for human smuggling. The
other three passengers, all
Mexican
nationals,
were
arrested for being illegally
present in the United States.

El Centro Border Patrol
Apprehends 30th Sex
Offender This Fiscal
Year
CALEXICO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents assigned
to the El Centro Sector arrested a man convicted of a sexual
offense early Sunday morning.
The incident occurred at
around 5:45 a.m., when agents
assigned to the El Centro
Station encountered a man
suspected of illegally entering
the United States approximately 22 miles west of the
Calexico West Downtown Port
of Entry. Agents arrested the
man and transported him to the
El Centro Station for immigration and criminal history
screening.
Agents conducted records
checks, which revealed that
the man identified as Jesus
Ledezma-Rodriguez, a 34year-old Mexican national,
had a conviction on October
20, 2005, for "Sex with a
Minor" out of Sacramento.
The man was sentenced to 90
days confinement and five
years probation for his conviction. Additionally, Ledezma
was previously removed from
the United States to Mexico on
January 13, 2006.
Ledezma is being held in federal custody pending further
criminal prosecution.
In fiscal year 2020, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents
have arrested and removed 30
individuals either convicted or
wanted on sexual offense
charges after they entered the
United States illegally.

Visit our website at holtvilletribune.com
and follow us on Facebook for all the latest!
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For the
Love of
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Rocks

World renowned paleobotanist Ed Rigel has been a vendor at the California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta sharing rare and
unique gem and mineral specimens for 10 years. Rigel’s father
frequented the fair in the same
manner for 25 years before him.
Rigel’s business is Applegate
Lapidary and describing how he
makes a living, Rigel said,
“Lapidary is a Latin word meaning the cutting and polishing of
stone.”
The Applegate Lapidary
booth inside the Gem and
Mineral Building at the fair was
filled will a plethora of gem and
mineral specimens from all over
the world, and even outside of it.
Several meteorite specimens
were on display and for sale.
Rigel lives in the small goldmining-era town of Volcano,
Calif.
“Back in its heyday in the
1840s, Volcano had a population
of 17,000 people, which at the
time was more than Sacramento,”
Rigel said, sharing a bit of history of his home town.
Volcano is near Sutter’s Mill,
the location that sparked the
California gold rush. After the
initial discovery of gold in 1848
about 300,000 migrated to
California from all over the country and the world.
Because it had the closest
gold stamping mill to Sutter’s
Mill, the town of Volcano maintained a solid foothold in the
California gold boom industry.
Focus on Fossils
Nowadays, Rigel explained
he does not search for gold. His
specialty is ancient plant fossils.
“We have a 950-acre paddock
in Queensland, Australia. We get
tons of common petrified wood

and conifer species
but what we are really after is the
Triassic and older
ferns that come out
of there,” he said.
Rigel’s site has
produced two of
the rarest and
largest ferns ever
found in Australia.
His most recent
groundbreaking discovery was a psaronius fern, the first of
its type ever discovered in Australia.
Throughout his
career, Rigel discov- World renowned paleobotanist Ed Rigel
ered several ancient shows off some of the displays in the I.V.
species of plants Gem and Mineral Building during the
and he shared a Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial.
story about a pair of JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTOS
discoveries in the
late ‘90s made in Zimbabwe and
Madagascar that helped prove the
continental drift theory.
“One of my workers in
Zimbabwe, his name is Bacari,
found an ugly piece of rock. I told
him to get rid of it,” he said.
“Bacari put it on the truck, took it
back to our shop and grinded off
one end of it so I could see the
pattern. When he showed it to me,
I couldn’t believe what I was
looking at.”
Rigel said he did not know
exactly what they had discovered
but he knew it was something
new. After having a good laugh
with his employee, Rigel made a
400-mile return trip to the site of
the discovery and found 11 more
petrified pieces of the tree.
Rigel brought the sample
back to the states and was eventually able to identify the specimen
as being a member of the araucarioxylon family, an extinct species
of conifer commonly found in
Utah not Zimbabwe.

Another Find
A few years later, after publishing in papers in scientific
journals about the find, Rigel
happened into another important
discovery.
“An importer/exporter from
Madagascar had this ugly chunk
of rock which I ended up buying
for $700,” he said.
Rigel took the large potatoshaped rock home and after making the first cut, could not identify the species of plant he was
looking at.
“The leading paleobotanist in
the country took one look at it,
made tracings and matched it up
to the araucarioxylon from
Africa,” he said.
The existence of two specimens of the same species of fern
from Madagascar and Zimbabwe
help prove the continental drift
theory, Rigel added.
“The old theories were that
birds would eat a seed and
deposit it. There is too much dis-

tance between these countries for
that to be the case. The discovery
proved that Madagascar was once
a part of Africa,” he said.
Rigel processes the gems and
minerals he mines from all over
the world at his home in Volcano.
In his expansive workshop some
of the tools of the trade Rigel utilizes are five 24-inch-blade rock
saws, two 36-inch-blade rock
saws and a 72-inch-blade walk-in
rock saw.
To give perspective, the two
largest rock saws in the Gem and
Mineral Building used for cutting
geodes are only 18 inches.
Rigel shared some invaluable
advice for anyone interested in
getting into rockhounding and/or
the lapidary arts.
“The best thing to do is to
come to the Imperial Valley Gem
and Mineral Society and start
talking to some of these folks.
Their knowledge and willingness
to teach is the best place to start,”
he explained.

Guard’s fair job..............page three
“Sometimes you don’t know
what to do. Four or five guys are
trying to corral a lamb,” he said.
“Everybody’s laughing, rolling
on the floor. It’s funny, and it
happens every year.”
Also, every year Monninger can
expect a visit from “The
Cowboy,” a tall, slender figure
in a cowboy hat that Monninger
said he first saw in his second
year at the fair and appears to
only be something security
guards report.
And for whatever reason,
Monninger’s fellow security
crew members think “The
Cowboy” has a thing for haunt-

ing Monninger.
“Yeah, he’ll pick on me every
year. Every year I’ll get a
glimpse of him,” he said.
“Everyone always says, ‘The
Cowboy’ is messing with Buddy
again.”
Monninger admits that despite
his size he’s probably the most
squeamish about “The Cowboy.”
“It freaks you out a little bit,
raises the hair on the back of
your neck,” he added.
Fortunately, Monninger has
another 350-plus days to get
ready for his next close
encounter with the apparition
and loose lambs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Donald H. Turner
CASE NUMBER: EPR000692
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Donald H. Turner
aka: Donald Hugh Turner
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Lisa M. Watson in the
Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Lisa M. Watson be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the

Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 26, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 7

Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section

58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable
in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice

form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Thomas W. Storey
222 South 8th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
760-352-1311
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
03/04/2020 at 12:41:48 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 5902
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2020

from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable
in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and

appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Thomas W. Storey
222 South 8th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
760-352-1311
Filed:
02/25/2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 5903
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Sylvonia Sager Bonneau
CASE NUMBER: EPR000693
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:
Sylvonia Sager
Bonneau
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Charles Eugene Sager
in the Superior Court of
California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Charles Eugene Sager be
appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to

administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 26, 2020

Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 7
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO Superior Court of California,
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: County of: IMPERIAL
John Kubler, Jr.
The Petition for Probate requests
CASE NUMBER: EPR03664
that Paul R. Kubler be appointTo all heirs, beneficiaries, credi- ed as personal representative to
tors, contingent creditors, and administer the estate of the decepersons who may otherwise be dent.
interested in the will or estate, or The petition requests the decenboth, of: John Kubler, Jr.
dent’s will and codicils, if any,
A Petition for Probate has been be admitted to probate. The will
filed by: Paul R. Kubler in the and any codicils are available for
PUBLIC NOTICE

California Auction Ad
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the personal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter
10.
Undersigned
will
sell
items
at
www.storagetreasures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on
March 26th, 2020 at 10:00 pm. Where said property has been
stored at which are located at StaxUp Storage Brawley,4223 US
Highway 86, Brawley CA 92227County of Imperial, State of
California. The following tenant: Leticia Rodriguez, Armando
Garcia, Maribel Corona, Selena Mariah Quintero, Susana Ovalles,
Mary Ann Ruiz. Items to be sold include but not limited to personal
property containing boxes, household items, clothing, and tools.
Purchases must be paid at the time with Cash Only. All purchases
sold as is and must be removed within 24 hours of the time of sale.
Sale subject to cancellation up to the time of sale, company reserves
the right to refuse any online bids.
Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017

examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 27, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your

rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable
in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Mark G. Spencer
450 B Street, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial
02/25/2020 at 01:38:49 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6322
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2020

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated Newspaper.
Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899

Legal 6323
Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 2020
LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Notice

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Heber Avenue Improvements from Correll Road to Fawcett Road in Imperial
County.
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(103)
County Project No. 6278 - Re-Release

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Access Improvements to the Imperial Valley Desert Museum Along Imperial
Highway From Interstate 8 to State Route 98 in Imperial County
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(104)
County Project No. 6295 - Re-Release

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification
Services

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification
Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8935

Legal 8934

Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-169
The following person is conducting
business as:
Ruiz A/C Road Service
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B

Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this State or
a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County ClerkRecorder on: February 28, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
February 27, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6326
Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

CLASSIFIED ADS
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LIVESTOCK
EXHIBITS

STUDENTS ENTERED IN the animal competitions at the MidWinter Fair & Fiesta pose with their prized entries.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

