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Holtville Pulled Pork
Cookoff Delayed as

Precaution

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The second annual Pulled Pork
Cook-Off and Cornhole
Tournament scheduled for March
14 in Holtville were postponed to
comply with state recommendation
to postpone events with 250 or
more persons.

The event was one of many
cancelled or postponed in Imperial
County in the wake of the COVID-
19 flu pandemic. Others included
the massive Blue Angels Air Show
also set for March 14.

The policy was issued March 13
by the California Department of
Public Health. It was the first time
the state issued a request for all state
residents to adopt "social distanc-
ing" to fight the virus that has
infected hundreds of state residents.

"Changing our actions for a
short period time will save the life
of one or more people you know,"
Gov. Gavin Newsom stated.

Just days later, on March 15, the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
recommended canceling or post-
poning all events nationwide with
more than 50 people for the next
eight weeks.

Until the state decision action
had been left to the discretion of
county public health officials. The
action is expected to remain in place

at least through the end of March in
an effort to slow the spread of
COVID-19. 

A postponement advisory came
from Jeff Lamoure, deputy director
for Environmental Health in the
Imperial County Public Health
Department, said Ross Daniels,
Rotary Club member and organizer
of the cookoff.

"It's disappointing," said
Daniels. "But I look at it on the
bright side, there could be more
teams (cooking) who'd like to sign
up." 

As soon as the county gives
approval to reschedule, the cookoff
will take place but Daniels
explained he was given no indica-
tion when that may occur.

"It's just something we've got to
deal with," he said. "But I totally get
the reasoning for it. I informed all
the teams by email. As of right now
(March 14) everybody is in standby
mode. So, we'll see what happens."

Daniels added he is hopeful he
will receive an email within a cou-
ple of weeks getting a green light to
proceed. 

"Right now, I just have no idea,"
he said. "But we want the commu-
nity to understand the Cook-Off is
only delayed and we will proceed
just as soon as we are able."

Closed School Districts
Adapt to Feed Child Minds and Tummies

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The COVID-19 flu pandemic
has now hit all 50 states in the
U.S. and includes Imperial
County within its grasp with two
confirmed cases, and with more
feared local schools were closed
March 16.

Yet probably nobody feels the
impact more than a parent. Kristy
Curry is the mother of two sons;
Carsen in fifth grade at
Sunflower Elementary School
and Ethan in third grade at

Harding Elementary School, both
in El Centro. She also is an assis-
tant superintendent of the El
Centro Elementary School
District.

"Right now, it's still new and
feels like spring break," said
Curry. "They're happy because
they get to spend a lot of time
with their grandfather, my dad,
who's offering a lot of support."

Curry is negotiating with her
sons to put in a least three hours
a day with online assignments
they received in a packet provid-

ed by their teachers. 
"We keep up with new direc-

tives with the district's Facebook
page," said Curry. "Also
Teleparent (robo calls) informs
us of any changes in the Public
Health Department's guidelines.

Despite being on the frontline
of the COVID-19 crisis, Curry
explained she does not feel under
pressure.

"I see myself a government
employee," she said. "It's my
civic duty."

Other Districts Coordinate
Emergency Plans
At the Calexico Unified School
District regular meeting March
12, the topic of COVID-19 was
not included on the agenda yet
Superintendent Carlos Gonzales
said he dedicated time to outline
the response to the health threat.
CUSD met with 

all site administrators to find out
their concerns and what they
need to do to connect with
everybody. 

Continued on page 3

No Side Saddle Allowed:
Women Riders Embrace

Tradition

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Many can relate to horseback-
riding Western heroes such as John
Wayne in “Stagecoach” when
Hollywood often portrayed women
as a "proper lady" riding a horse
sidesaddle while holding on for
dear life.

That custom was not entirely
adhered to in Imperial Valley.
Starting in 1940, a group of women
formed the Barbara Worth
Brigadettes. Since then, its mem-
bers have been riding their horses
while making a difference for their
community.

One Brigadettes member,
Martha “Marti” Bell recalled as a
young girl watching the ladies rid-
ing proudly on their horses and
admiring them as they passed by.
She had a mare of her own and was
especially excited when she was
invited to be a member of the group,
“a dream come true,” she stated.

Today, she serves as its presi-
dent. 

Bell has been a member for
more than 10 years and has since
enjoyed participating in the club
and the monthly rides to the desert
or the mountains that last about two
hours and include a stop for lunch.
The mountain rides can include
Laguna Mountain, Cuyamaca and

other locations.
Many Activities 

The BMB club was formed to
promote horsemanship among
ladies.

"Back in the ‘50s and ‘60s they
had 60-plus members, but member-
ship has dwindled down over the
years," said Mary Harmon, a past
club president.

Brigadettes members also par-
ticipate in many parades, including
Cattle Call.

"We encourage all members to
be active. You need to have a horse
or access to a horse," member
Marsha Boutwell said,

Members pay $60 per year and
must be over 21. 

The group supports the commu-
nity by fundraising for the Humane
Society, Dee's Rescue, the Cattle
Call Queen competition and others.

"For the California Mid-Winter
fair this year, seven BWB members
were there to help or encourage
someone who was there. We had a
picture taken with the winner of the
belt buckle we sponsored," said
Boutwell.
Historic Meeting Place

The Brigadettes meet regularly
at the Rose School Building 

Continued on page 4

Funding
Sought for
Memorial
for Fallen
Holtville
Marine

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A Holtville veterans advocate
holds out hope that enough
money can be gathered to erect a
plaque honoring a city son and
Marine who made the ultimate
sacrifice to his country.

Kim Vincent, former presi-
dent of the American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 138 in Holtville,
was genuinely moved to act on
behalf of the late Marine Cpl.
Erik H. Silva, who was killed in
action in Iraq in 2003.

"I had never heard of anyone
else locally to Holtville who
made the ultimate sacrifice being
memorialized," said Vincent. "I
believe with Erik being the most
recent, it made sense that people
wanted to pay tribute to him in
some way."

Two separate funding
accounts were recently estab-
lished to support the purchase of
a memorial plaque to commemo-
rate Silva.

Continued on page 5



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Although Imperial County’s
health officer said there has yet to
be any evidence of “community
spread” of COVID-19, a lengthy
list of “pre-emptive” measures
meant to limit the virus’ reach in
the community will be put into
effect starting March 20 and last-
ing through March 31.

Many of the directives center
around self-quarantining and
social distancing through busi-
ness closures and crowd limita-
tions imposed by the health offi-
cer with the approval of the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors. 

“The reason we are here
today is we want to take protec-
tive and preemptive action to
keep our community safe as
opposed to reacting to when we
think community transmission is
going to come,” physician
Stephen Munday said during a
press conference on the afternoon
of March 17. 

Many of the same stern meas-
ures have already been recom-
mended for the entire state by
Gov. Gavin Newsom and
throughout the nation by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. But the orders put
into motion elsewhere have
largely come in communities
with known “community
spread,” or transmission of the
virus within those jurisdictions.

So far, there have only been
two positive cases of COVID-19
in Imperial County confirmed by
the CDC as of March 17 and they
are both “travel-associated,”
Munday reiterated March 17.
“Travel-associated” means the
infections occurred outside
Imperial County and identified
where initial treatment was
sought.

COVID-infected Couple
Recovering

An elderly man and woman
who visited Florida and became

infected returned to the county.
The woman sought treatment and
was isolated at El Centro
Regional Medical Center and the
man, her husband, was confined
to his home.

During a separate
livestreamed address to the pub-
lic March 17, ECRMC Chief
Executive Officer Adolphe
Edward said the couple was
doing well and recovering, and
he said that rumors that one or
both had succumbed are false.

Meanwhile, as the county
prepares to institute Munday’s
restrictions this week, both
ECRMC and Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District continued
visitor restrictions to the hospi-
tals’ main campuses and satellite
clinics and prepared to do with-
out “nonessential” staff per
Munday’s order.

“All non-essential personnel
started working from home
today. Basically, only the essen-
tial personnel, such as nurses,
providers, cardiopulmonary,
caseworkers, laboratory, dietary,
environmental services and some
admin staff will be working at the
hospital,” ECRMC Chief
Strategy Officer Cathy
Kennerson stated in a text mes-
sage March 17.

At Pioneers, a phone line
staffed with a health professional
went live March 18 and will
operate 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays to answer gener-
al concerns or screening ques-
tions related to COVID. The
number is (760) 351-3878.
Pioneers did not state in a press
release how long the line would
be active.

The Imperial County Public
Health Department has also
established a staffed information
center. There is a news desk for
the media and a staffed line for
the public similar in function to
what Pioneers has. The line for
the public is open from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays
at (442) 265-6700.

The visitor restrictions for

both hospitals and their clinics
are similar and have been in
place for several days. Patients
are limited to one visitor or one
person to accompany the individ-
ual seeking treatment. That per-
son must be at least 16 years old
and all visitors are being
screened for signs of illness at the
main lobby or ER entrances.
Visitors with obvious upper res-
piratory symptoms will not be
allowed access. 
Status of COVID-19 in
Community

While the number of positive
or presumptive positive COVID-
19 cases throughout California
has grown from 12 to 14 percent
per day recently, the numbers
have held steady in Imperial
County. The presumptive posi-
tive cases, which were so desig-
nated because they awaited con-
firmation of positive test results
by the CDC, were announced
March 11.

This includes cases where
possible patients had traveled
from regions where the virus was
known to be established and
those with high-risk health condi-
tions.

He added private labs had
already become overwhelmed
with testing requests and not
enough were available.

“Even if you have COVID-
19, there’s no need to go out to
seek testing,” Munday said.
“There’s no treatment that they
could give you.”

Milder cases should just “stay
home,” he said, and in more seri-
ous cases, where patients had
trouble breathing or there was a
lot of pain, of course patients
should seek treatment. 

Among Munday’s Restrictions
Munday’s health order goes

into effect at 12 a.m. March 20
and will stay in place until 11:59
p.m. March 31 and contains 23
points, with points one through
nine centering on the restrictions.

First, all public and “private”
gatherings of 50 or more people
in a single space are prohibited;
all gatherings of any size are
strongly discouraged.

All bars and adult entertain-
ment establishments that do not
serve food are to close.

All restaurants and establish-
ments that serve food shall close
on-site dining, but delivery,
drive-through or pick-up on-site
can remain. Social distancing
shall be required when picking
up food.

All businesses shall enact
social distancing, increased sani-
tation standards and environmen-
tal cleaning, and shall make
every effort to include telecom-
muting options for its workforce.
All businesses shall suspend any
policy requiring an employee
obtain doctor’s verification or
approval to use sick leave or
other forms of leave.

It is “strongly recommended”
that all persons who are age 65 or

older; have chronic illness or
underlying condition; or have a
compromised immune system
self-quarantine at home.

“Nonessential personnel” are
prohibited from entry into any
hospital or long-term care facili-
ty.

Hospitals and healthcare
providers shall take measures to
preserve resources, including
delaying non-emergency or elec-
tive surgeries or procedures.

All persons arriving in
Imperial County from locations
found on the CDC’s “Warning
Level 3 Travel Advisory shall be
subject to a 14-day home self-
quarantine and self-monitor for
fever and respiratory symptoms.

Lastly, it is “strongly recom-
mended” that anyone exhibiting
mild to moderate symptoms of
COVID-19 to self-isolate in their
home unless seeking medical
treatment.

After reading the 23 points,
Munday said that the order is
enforceable by the county sheriff
and local police and violations
could come with fine, penalty or
imprisonment.

The complete list can be
found on the county Public
Health website and Facebook
page.

County health officials were
expected to do another live week-
ly update March 19. Testing
numbers are being updated on
public health’s website daily after
5 p.m.
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Week of March 16th
Too Good for Drugs

(Originally aired on August 2019)
Too Good for Drugs is an evidenced-based substance use prevention 

program that is structured to guide young people to make healthy choices
and achieve success. This program’s curriculum helps students cultivate pos-
itive outcomes through the development of the following skills: goal setting, 

decision making, conflict resolution, effective communication, social and
emotional competency.

Perla Varela
Community Service Worker

Substance Used Disorder (SUD) Youth and Young Adult Services
Michelle Villarreal

Mental Health Rehabilitation Technician
Transitional Engagement and Supportive Services (TESS)

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 16 de marzo 2020
Demasiado Bueno para las Drogas  

(Conocido en Ingles como: Too Good For Drugs)
(Originalmente transmitido en agosto 2019)

Demasiado Bueno para las Drogas (Too Good for Drugs) es un programa de 
prevención del uso de sustancias basado en evidencia que están estructuradas y dis-
eñadas para guiar a los jóvenes a tomar decisiones saludables y a lograr el éxito. El

plan de estudios de este programa ayuda a los estudiantes a cultivar resultados 
positivos mediante el desarrollo de las siguientes habilidades: establecimiento de obje-
tivos, toma de decisiones, resolución de conflictos, comunicación efectiva, competencia

social y emocional.
Perla Varela

Trabajadora de Servicio Comunitario
Desorden de Uso de Substancias Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes

Michelle Villarreal
Técnico de Rehabilitación de Salud Mental 

Servicios de Enlace y Apoyo Transitorios (TESS)

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.

at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30

p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30

p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:

Mondays @ 6pm at the
Daniel's home (contact the
church office for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the

community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer 
American Legion

BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday

Night. Come support your
American Legion.

275 6th Street - Holtville

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
MAR 19: Jeffrey Martin, David “DJ” Young, Norberto Irungaray, 
Olive Maxeen Perez
MAR 20: Ethan Vogel Curry, Dustin Fusi, Lance Goodsell, Emmy 
Cradic†, Hilda Durrer†, Christine Strahm Bornt
MAR. 21: Jason Thomas Phillips, Nate R. Hulsey, Rosemarie Von Flue, 
Joseph William Kemp, Cory Peeks, Jason Phillips, Alexa Aaron Strahm,
Tanya Iten
MAR. 22: Bradley Littelman, John E. Travis” Wood, Destiny Johnson
MAR. 23: Aime Hilfiker
MAR. 24: Melissa Valenzuela, Pete Guillen
MAR. 25: Butch Votgel, Rick Turner, Jeff Downs, Dylan Cooksley

Anniversaries
MAR. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Justin Stacey
MAR. 23: Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goodsell
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County Health Official Locks Down Public Locations



"We put in safety measures so
students and staff are secure," said
Gonzales. “It’s a fluid and rapidly
changing situation. Older people
and people with heart disease,
lung disease and diabetes seem to
be at a greater risk of serious ill-
ness."

Some of those plans became
moot days later when the county-
wide school closure through April
17 was announced jointly by the
Imperial County Office of
Education and local school dis-
trict superintendents. This
occurred despite no reports of stu-
dents or school staff having the
virus.

"During the time of the school
closure, we are asking that stu-
dents and families follow the
County Public Health Officer’s
recommendation to stay home
and minimize social contact,” the
announcement stated. "While
children have not been a high-risk
group, they are still able to trans-
mit the virus to those who are
most vulnerable to serious illness,
such as older adults and those
with compromised immune sys-
tems. We understand this closure
will be disruptive, yet we appreci-
ate your patience and coopera-
tion." 
IVC Closes

As far as Imperial Valley
College is concerned it canceled
classroom instruction effective
March 16 as well.

"We plan to be closed at a
minimum until April 20, 2020;
however, the date may change
based on the development of
COVID-19," stated Martha
Garcia, college
superintendent/president.

"Also, student services is
working to convert all service to
online, if feasible," Garcia added.
"We recognize that some students
lack the technology needed to
work online, and we are trying to
address that need as well but it
will last until the closure ends." 

IVC recognizes this situation
is rapidly evolving and must be
flexible, the statement added. 

"We are in communication
with our community college col-
leagues in San Diego, San Diego
State, Imperial Valley Campus,
and Imperial County K-12 school
districts to keep each other
informed," Garcia added.
High Schools Formulate
Preparedness Plans

At the secondary level,
schools are doing all they can dur-
ing the closure to provide ongoing

educational and nutritional servic-
es, explained Ward Andrus, super-
intendent of Central Union High
School District. They are also
concerned for family members
that have to work and may not
have child care. 

"Schools do more than just
educate children and are a vital
part of our society," said Andrus.
"Teachers are preparing curricu-
lum to be posted into our Google
Classrooms. They have been
preparing for a few days. They are
receiving training to make the
best out of the situation. Sack
lunches and a breakfast for the
next day (and remainder of the
closure) will be available for pick
up from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
daily. They (recipients) do not
need to be a student of the district,
but only for a child up to age 18."

Holtville Unified School dis-
trict is also conducting online les-
sons with Google Classroom,
explained Principal Anthony
Arevalo of Holtville High School.
He noted the morning of March
17 a social studies teacher told
him he posted a real-time video of
a classroom lesson and it worked
just as a regular classroom.

"Students asked a lot of ques-
tions and didn't want to log off,
very engaged," said Arevalo.
"Students are enthusiastically
involved and thus far online class-
es are working just fine.
Meal Service for the
Underserved

Holtville Unified is also oper-
ating a free meal program during
the campus closure in the same
"grab and go" mode in which par-
ents can pick up sack breakfast
from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and lunch
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for
any young person in the county 18
and under. The locations are
Holtville High and Finely
Elementary. 

Similar to the aforementioned
meal programs, El Centro
Elementary is conducting a drive-
thru meal program for any stu-
dents 18 and under at five school
sites: Harding, Hedrick,
McKinley, MLK Jr. and
Washington Schools, explained
Assistant Superintendent Curry.

Children must accompany
parents to receive the meals.
Service is 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. They
get a sack lunch as well as next
day's breakfast and a carton of
milk. All cafeteria employees are
health screened each day before
interacting with the public.

"It was very well received,"

said Curry, who helped distribute
meals. "It was orderly and quick
and since it was spread over two
hours, no traffic logjams. I was at
the busiest site, Harding, where
we served 247 meals and 806 for
all sites."

The El Centro district also
sent home instructional packets to
keep students immersed in the

curriculum. Packets provide
enrichment activities parents can
engage with children to keep
minds challenged during the clo-
sure. Third- to eighth-grade stu-
dents took home a Chromebook.
It is a tablet running with most
applications and data residing on
the cloud rather than on the
machine itself.

"So they can also connect with
online lessons recommended in
their packets," said Curry. "There
will be no need to extend the
school year under the current
guidelines but it's a fluid situation
as per the Public Health
Department. All this is part of my
job so I enjoy helping the commu-
nity.

The marker would be placed on
the bridge where state routes 80/115
enters the city from the west. While
placing the marker received state
approval, the cost of the marker
must be self-funded. 
Tour of Holtville showed way to
honor local hero

When she first began her mem-
bership at the American Legion
Auxiliary Bradley Keffer Unit 138
in Holtville, Vincent met various
residents and city personnel. Silva
came up in conversation on several
occasions. 

A few years ago, Vincent met
with Holtville Fire Chief Alex
Silva. He gave her a tour around the

city of various locations and ideas
on how to honor Erik Silva. They
then put a list together and met with
the family before making the final
decision for the memorial bridge. 

A small group of community
members, including Fire Chief
Silva and City Manager Nick Wells,
alongside Erik’s brother, Isaac, and
Isaac’s spouse, Angelica, began the
process of naming the bridge in
Erik’s memory. 
Scrambling to Secure Resources

"Initially we were given a rough
estimate of $8,000 to $10,000 for
the cost of the two bridge signs,"
recalled Vincent. "Until
Sacramento spoke with the

Department of Transportation, there
was no definitive dollar amount for
the bridge signs. Thankfully the
cost came down substantially (from
an estimate of $10,000 to $6,640)." 

Vincent successfully negotiated
with the California Legislature and
the Caltrans to grant her request for
a memorial. She also received help
from Assembly Member Eduardo
Garcia (D-56th) to secure approval
for the commemoration. 

“It would be great if Auxiliary
Unit 138 could pitch in with
fundraising help,” noted Vincent.
But with the ongoing health con-
cerns throughout the nation over
COVID-19, Vincent said she did
not foresee Unit 138 doing any
major fundraising at this time. 

Currently, donors have con-

tributed $1,185 to a Go Fund Me
account. There is also an auxiliary
account through Sun Community
Federal Credit Union that has not
yet received any donations. 

However, there was a cornhole
tournament in Erik Silva’s name at
Humble Farmer Brewery Co. on
Veterans Day in 2018 where $613
was raised. 

"And friends far and wide can
look for the Go Fund Me page or
make direct deposits in the
American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Unit 138 sub-
account: Erik Silva Memorial
Bridge, which it is earmarked for,"
Vincent said.
Surviving Family offers moral
Support

Erik and his family are near and

dear to Vincent's heart, she
explained. She was certain she
would always see the naming of
this bridge through to its comple-
tion. 

"Chances are the dedication
ceremony will be my last trip to the
Imperial Valley," said Vincent. "It
will be bittersweet and final closure
to my 14 years as an advocate for
veterans and service members.
Erik’s memorial bridge is a small
tribute to the families and all those
who made the ultimate sacrifice."

In addition to the Go Fund Me
account and the Sun Community
account, contributions can be made
to Vincent directly by contacting
her through email:
hobvin10@yahoo.com
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BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Imperial Irrigation District
Division 2 incumbent Director
Bruce Kuhn was in trouble in his
bid for a fifth term, according to a
March 17 update from the county
Election Department on the vote
count from the March 3 election.

Though he initially led chal-
lenger Ryan Childers by 49 votes

on March 4, the day after voting
concluded, Kuhn slipped to third in
the latest tally. Childers had 1,278
votes to Kuhn’s 1,262.

With none of the four office
hopefuls exceeding 50 percent, the
top two are headed for a Nov. 3
runoff.

Political newcomer John
Brooks Hamby was safely in as the
top vote-getter in the race with
1,985 votes. 

There were just 1,600 ballots
left to be verified and counted as of
March 17, Elections officials
reported. That was down from more
than 8,000 immediately after the
election. The late count involves
mail-in and provisional ballots, the
latter being those that require some
measure of verification.

Childers could not immediately
be reached for comment March 18.
But Kuhn said all along the race
was “too early to call.”

“We’re taking it one day at a
time,” Kuhn said. “Whatever it
turns out to be, will be what it is.”

Kuhn said he has no intention
of asking for a recount.

IID Division 2 was the only
race to have changed leaders since
the initial final unofficial vote count
from March 3.

Registrar of Voters Debbie
Porter said of the 1,600 ballots left
to be counted as of March 18 most
were provisional ballots, which the
department began processing over
the weekend of March 14. A com-
paratively small number of mail-in
ballots are still being processed, she
said.

Elections has until April 3 to
certify the election.

In the IID Division 4 race
incumbent Erik Ortega had 1,803
votes and Javier Gonzalez

remained in second 1,111 votes.
The pair was also headed for a
November runoff.

Likewise, little had changed in
the election for the District 2 seat on
the count Board of Supervisors,
where incumbent Luis Plancarte
won outright in the two-person con-
test.

Plancarte had 2,784 votes,
while challenger Claudia Camarena
had 2,205 votes as of March 17. 

The elections department will
continue to update the count about
5 p.m. daily on its website,
https://www.co.imperial.ca.us/regv
oters/ .

Childers Nudges Past
Kuhn in IID Division 2

Count

Silva Bridge................page one
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706

at the Pioneers Museum at
373 E. Aten Road. During those
meetings, they discuss where the
next monthly ride will be, who
will be in charge of the food,
fundraising and event logistics.
They do not ride from June
through August due to high tem-
peratures.

"In the late ‘90s the club-
house was donated to the
Imperial County Historical
Society and then moved to the
Pioneers Museum,” Harmon
recalled. “The Rose Schoolhouse
is a historical building and was
moved from James Road in rural
El Centro. It had all eight grades
in the school room. The teacher
lived next to the school in a small
apartment. BWB members help
with maintenance of the facility,
and other clubs are also welcome
to use the facility." 

Among the group’s main
fundraising activities is the
Gymkana event, which includes a
variety of games performed on
horseback, including barrel rac-
ing, fox and hound, keyhole, pole
bending, apple race and ribbon
race.

"We do allow men to come as
a guest and they can also attend
public events such as Gymkana
and the Ranch Event and can
come as a guest of a member dur-
ing the monthly rides," Harmon
added. 

In the Ranch Event classes
are offered for all ages. This
year’s event was scheduled for
March 21 but postponed due to
the flu pandemic.

Founding of Brigadettes 
When asked how the

Brigadettes got started, Boutwell
said, "I understand it was like-
minded women who wanted to
get together and socialize and
have a club where they could do
things together. In addition, the
club got its name from the Harold
Bell Wright novel, ‘The Winning
of the Barbara Worth,’ which was
written in 1926." 

Referring to the Brigadettes,
Boutwell added, "This has been
passed on from generation to
generation as my mother rode
when she was pregnant with me.
It was my heritage and I followed
along.” 

Harmon thoroughly enjoys
riding, but explained "there are
those moments when further
communication is needed”
between her and Yuma, her quar-
ter horse.

“Yuma does not like to cross
water, and we have a discussion
before we cross the stream. He
does eventually cross because he
does not like to stay behind,"
Harmon said, adding she  has had
him since October 2018 and he is
20 years old. 

Riding is a form of relaxation,
said Boutwell.

"I enjoy meeting with other
ladies and enjoying the beauty of
the scenery; it is very peaceful. I
just went to ride recently to the
Butterfield Stage Route in
Ocotillo and it was just beautiful
riding along and seeing the cac-
tus blooming," she said. 

For further information about
any of the upcoming events for
the Barbara Worth Brigadettes,
please contact Boutwell at (760)
996-4666.

Brigadettes.................page one

THE BARBARA WORTH Brigadettes women’s horse riding
group participates in a recent parade. Photo courtesy of Barbara
Worth Brigadettes



BY RODRIGO MARTINEZ

On March 2 the Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta held High School
Madness in which  Imperial
Valley schools performed and
competed in contests. The
Holtville High School cheerlead-

ers and the drumline both per-
formed. 

Events included tug of war,
whip cream flip, and a mascot
dancing competition to get the
crowd pumped. The whole fair
grandstands was filled with stu-
dents rocking their school gear
and cheering on the contestants. 

The cheerleaders competed to
be the best of the best but Brawley
High School took first place in the
cheerleader competition. The
whole event was a big pep rally in
which students from every high
school in the Imperial Valley had
a good time.

BY YASMIN CORRAL

On Feb. 8, while the Holtville
Carrot Festival going full blast,
everyone was having fun at the
events and Holtville High
School’s annual art show was
among them. 

The displays included draw-
ings and painting from students
and gave friends and families a
glimpse of what students do dur-
ing art class and how gifted they
are. 

This art show was directed by
art teacher Alfredo Guzman.
During it, there was a competition
and school alumnus Larissa

Hanson was the judge. 
Bibiana Quintinar won first

place for her mixed media art-
work of Wonder Woman. Second
Place was given to Robert Tellez
for his rendition of Squidward
using modeling clay and third
place was given to Yahaira
Gutierrez for her drawing of
Sailor Moon.

Guzman was asked what he
liked about this year’s competi-
tion and he responded, “I was
happy to include more student
work because I had more time to
set up. My personal favorite was
the muscular Squidward sculp-
ture.” 

He was also asked what he
does to get more people involved
in art.

“We like to get more people
involved through the art club and
using the student’s work,” he said.
“I appreciate that the Carrot
Festival allows a venue for the
students so that they can have
their work displayed.”

Bibiana was asked how she
felt winning first place in the art
show and responded by saying,
“Surprised because I didn't know
I was going to win or that Mr.
Guzman had put my artwork up.
When he told me, I was so excit-
ed. I feel recognized because of
my art.”

Omar Corral, one of the par-
ents who attended, commented, “I
liked the creativity that each child
had. I also liked that it was a very

personal event. Each
student drew what
they liked. For exam-
ple, if someone likes
Dragon ball they

would draw Goku or any other
character from the anime.”

Art is one of the many outlets
that allows a student to express

themselves non verbally. It allows
people to see a different side of
them. The Holtville art show
allowed kids to take pride in what
they did.
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Holtville Joins High School Madness

Students Show Talent 
at High School Art Show

HOLTVILLE HIGH STUDENTS sign language projects being
admired by art show attendees. PHOTO BY YASMIN CORRAL

HOLTVILLECITY HALL was packed with Holtville High School student work and attendees.



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-153
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Alesi’s Beauty Paradise
423 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
3498 Mustard Seed Ln.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:

Alesi Cruz-Palacios
3498 Mustard Ln
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Alesi Cruz-Palacios   Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Alesi Cruz-Palacios,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 24,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 23, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5899       
Publish:  Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Sylvonia Sager Bonneau
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000693
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Sylvonia Sager
Bonneau
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Charles Eugene Sager
in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Charles Eugene Sager be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to

administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 26, 2020

Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  7
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months

from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and

appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Thomas W. Storey 
222 South 8th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
760-352-1311
Filed:
02/25/2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court 
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal  5903
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Donald H. Turner
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000692
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Donald H. Turner
aka: Donald Hugh Turner
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Lisa M. Watson in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Lisa M. Watson be appoint-
ed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the

Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 26, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  7

Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section

58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice

form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Thomas W. Storey 
222 South 8th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
760-352-1311
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
03/04/2020 at 12:41:48 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal  5902
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2020

ESTATE OF: Richard Earl
Brown, aka Richard Earl Cox
Decedent
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Richard Earl Brown
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000701
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Richard Earl Brown,
aka Richard Earl Cox
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as
personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: April 17, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-

tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Filed
March 6, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6327
Publish: Mar. 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-141
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Sunset Air
1518 Wake Avenue
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Dimas Rene Patino
1518 Wake Avenue
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
individual
Registrant  has not to yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name (s) listed above on.
I, Dimas Rene Patino, Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Dimas Rene Patino,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 18,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 17, 2025. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal 5890            
Publish: Feb. 27, Mar. 5, 12, 19,
2020  

Legal Notices



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
John Kubler, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03664
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  John Kubler, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Paul R. Kubler in the

Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Paul R. Kubler be appoint-
ed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the decen-
dent’s will and codicils,  if any,
be admitted to probate. The will
and any codicils are available for

examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 27, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your

rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Mark G. Spencer
450 B Street, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial
02/25/2020 at 01:38:49 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6322   
Publish: Mar. 5, 12, 19,  2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-169
The following person is conducting
business as:
Ruiz A/C Road Service
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B

Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An indi-
vidual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this State or
a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: February 28, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 27, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6326         
Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, March 19, 2020  PAGE 7

CLASSIFIED ADS

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Heber Avenue Improvements from Correll Road to Fawcett Road in Imperial

County.
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(103)
County Project No. 6278 - Re-Release

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qual-
ified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.

1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification 
Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/public-
work/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These serv-
ices will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8935 Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Access Improvements to the Imperial Valley Desert Museum Along Imperial

Highway From Interstate 8 to State Route 98 in Imperial County
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(104)
County Project No. 6295 - Re-Release

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qual-
ified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.

1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification
Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/public-
work/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These serv-
ices will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8934 Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

California Auction Ad

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter 10. Undersigned will sell items at
www.storagetreasures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on
March 26th, 2020 at 10:00 pm. Where said property has been
stored at which are located at StaxUp Storage Brawley,4223 US
Highway 86, Brawley CA 92227County of Imperial, State of
California. The following tenant: Leticia Rodriguez, Armando
Garcia, Maribel Corona, Selena Mariah Quintero, Susana Ovalles,
Mary Ann Ruiz. Items to be sold include but not limited to personal
property containing boxes, household items, clothing, and tools.
Purchases must be paid at the time with Cash Only. All purchases
sold as is and must be removed within 24 hours of the time of sale.
Sale subject to cancellation up to the time of sale, company reserves
the right to refuse any online bids. 

Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017

Legal 6323
Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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COVID-19 Pandemic Shopping

EMPTY SHELVES IN the aisles for eggs and toilet paper at the El Centro Wal-Mart on March 14 show the impact of people hoarding items amid the COVID-19 flu
pandemic. ANDREA REDFERN PHOTOS
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