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Meals Distribution At Finley
Elementary School

Schools Coping to Help
Students During Closures
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Alexander Martinez, (LEFT) assisted passing out free student meals during a daily distribution
at Finley Elementary School in Holtville on March 24. Martinez handed out the meals to local
residents who drove up to pick up the meals from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Holtville Council Issues Emergency
Declaration Due To Health Threat
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Holtville City Council
unanimously authorized a local
emergency at its regular meeting
March 23.
The meeting was held by conference call with City Manager
Nick Wells, Mayor Ginger Ward
and City Attorney Steve Walker
in attendance and the rest of the
council communicating by telephone.
In compliance with Gov.
Gavin Newsom's March 19 directive for state residents to shelter

in place, Wells urged Holtville
residents to limit their visits to
city facilities and complete as
much business as possible by
phone or email.
Public meetings of various
boards and commissions were
postponed indefinitely. In addition, park restrooms will be
closed as well as the Gene Layton
pool. During this time there will
be no park access, no facility
reservations or rentals, no special
events, no youth or adult recreational league or club play or
practices at city properties. Also,
annual business fire re-inspections have been postponed and all

station tours and presentations
postponed.
Regarding utility bill payments residents are asked to use
the utility department's drop box
on the north side of City Hall for
checks or money orders. No cash
payments will be accepted. A
new payment option as of March
20 is PayPal, using the email
address: mail@holtville.ca.gov,
which requires a $5 service fee
with each payment.
"In discussions with City
Council and staff, we are hopeful
that this crisis is mitigated
Continued on page 3

COVID-19 Wrap: Food Is On Everyone's Mind
As Stay-At-Home Orders Set In; Nine Positive
Cases, 30 Tests Pending As Of March 25
BY RICHARD BROWN MONTENEGRO
As panic-purchasers continue to buy up
everything from toilet paper to bottled water as
fast as it can be restocked, grocery store shelves
are consistently running bare of food essentials as
mandatory stay-in-place orders due to the threat of
COVID keep people at home, out of work and in
need.
Getting enough to eat during this time of
forced self-quarantine and social distancing is on
the minds of many as numbers flocking to food
distributions quadrupled in some cases this week
and lines to distribute student meals have grown
from virtually no wait last week to waits of up to
an hour or more this week.
"This shows the crisis people are in with the
food supply," said Sara Griffen, executive director
of the Imperial Valley Food Bank, whose agency
normally serves about 80 families during its endof-the-month distribution at its headquarters.

On March 23, the Food Bank distributed
commodities to 332 families.
"Thankfully, we have a seat at the table at the
(Imperial County) Emergency Operations Center,"
Griffen said during a brief interview March 24,
and can directly hear about the need and coordinate relief with local officials.
Meanwhile, the numbers of COVID-19 positive patients and pending test results grow by the
day, making it difficult to stay abreast of new
developments in the fast-paced spread of the virus.
Nine people have tested positive for COVID19 and some 30 tests were pending at the San
Diego Public Health Laboratory, the Imperial
County Public Health Department announced the
evening of March 24.
So far, 56 tests have come back negative from
a combination of public health lab and private lab
testing as of mid-morning March 25. Public Health
was reporting that 95 tests have been conducted
Continued on page 5

As county schools temporarily cease in-classroom instruction
amid the flu pandemic, studies
continue with online programs
that vary by district, a March 20
review showed.
At Holtville High School,
students are using Google
Classroom, a streamlined tool
that helps teachers manage
coursework. With Google, educators can create classes, distribute
assignments, grade and send
feedback, explained Principal
Anthony Arevalo.
"We
issued
students
Chromebooks and that's how
they're turning in assignments,"
said Arevalo. "Keith Smith, our
history/government teacher, started streaming content (in real
time). Other teachers are also
streaming live at various times of
the day."
The district also anticipates
resuming classes April 20 but that
will be in consultation with the
state, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and the county
Department of Public Health, he

noted.
"We're excited our teachers
got the curriculum up quickly and
students continue to learn and
we're proud of how they're performing so well under difficult
circumstances," Arevalo added.
School districts in Imperial
County ceased classes on March
16.
Distance learning is keeping
students
engaged
online,
explained Jon LeDoux, El Centro
Elementary School district superintendent. Its students in grades
three through eight were provided with Chromebooks uploaded
with instructional programs to
take home during the indefinite
break.
"Since we do not have
supervision of the students and
because we do not know where
students are during closure, we
are not requiring they turn in
assignments. It is up to parents to
determine what the student completes at home," said LeDoux.
For students lacking Internet
access at home there are two

Continued on page 2

Nurse Manager: Local Frontline Health Workers
‘Deploy’ Against COVID, Compares Invisible
‘Dangerous Droplets’ to ‘Bombs and Bullets’
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
As critical shortages of
masks and respirators put frontline health workers in the line of
fire across the nation, there were
few outward indications earlier in
the week that local healthcare
providers were in the same situation in their fight against

COVID-19.
But inwardly, the local system is clearly feeling the strain
being experienced elsewhere, and
some local officials believe the
worst is yet to come.
By next week and through
the month of April, local
Continued on page 4

Two unidentified El Centro Regional Medical Center emergency
department staff members work the triage area for potential
COVID-19 patients at the hospital recently. The women are wearing a Powered Air-Purifying Respirator, or PAPR, that protects
nurses, doctors and other ER staff from coming in contact with
COVID-19 infection. One ECRMC nurse official said during a
March 23 interview that the PAPR is in short supply and that more
are needed. "That's a definite concern," the nurse manager said.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ECRMC
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Schools.............from page one
Officials: COVID Business Closures,
options, noted LeDoux. Spectrum their students to offer enrichment
Restricted Travel Between U.S.-Mexico
Internet services will provide free lessons. Everyone is anxious to get
for students in their business school (classrooms) started as soon
Expected to be Economically 'Disastrous' access
area. Also, the district has some Mi- as it is safe to do so. We understand
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
For a city largely dependent
on the spending power of tens of
thousands of people who cross
the border daily to shop, the onetwo punch of forced non-essential business closures and travel
restrictions between the U.S. and
Mexico to limit the spread of
COVID-19 is going to have "disastrous" effects on Calexico, officials say.
Yet authorities begrudgingly
understand it's an unprecedented
but necessary sacrifice for public
health.
"This is disastrous. … My
opinion is, this is going to be devastating on (the national econo-

my). Calexico may take an even
bigger hit. The whole county
depends on border-crossing (dollars), Calexico in particular," City
Manager David Dale said March
23.
Forced closures by Gov.
Gavin Newsom of nonessential
retail businesses through at least
until the end of the month, coupled with travel restrictions that
all but eliminate visitors from
Mexico who aren't here to work
in essential jobs, will greatly
impact not only local business
profits but the sales-tax revenue
that helps bolster the city budget,
Dale said.
"It's going to have a dreadful
impact on sales tax, but the local
priority is to the health and welfare of the people, and we take

Community Calendar
Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School
Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.
at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.
Cornerstone Community
Church
Youth group - every
Wednesday night.
Junior High 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30
p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:
Mondays @ 6pm at the Daniel's
home (contact the church office
for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the
community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.
Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.
631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer
American Legion
BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday
Night. Come support your
American Legion.
275 6th Street - Holtville
(Cancelled)

Woman’s Club Of
Holtville
Community Birthdays
MAR 26: Rose Haley Hilfiker†, Smith Hilfiker, Judy Wilson
Roth
MAR 27: Joslynn Knight, Brandon Cradic, Melina Elizabeth
Rivas, Jane Angulo†, Sam Hilfiker, Jr.
MAR. 28: Joel Moseback, Brielle Reese Iten, Adam Fjeldsted,
Tisha Nelson, Jack Vessey, Alissa Ludwig
MAR. 29: Mike Johnston, Brendon Wolfe, Brogan Tanaka,
Katie Turner
MAR. 30: Jackie Turner, Renita Schaffner, Mitch Kellum
MAR. 31: Kyle Ward, Meredith Rose Hilfiker, Cindy
Santistevan, Scott Schmidt

Anniversaries
MAR. 28: Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Brady
MAR. 30: Mr. & Mrs. Charley Kemp
MAR. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Chris Strahm
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that seriously," Dale said.
California,
along
with
Washington state and New York
City, are among the nation's
hotspots for COVID-19 transmission and are under some of the
sternest restrictions in the country. And while only six positive
cases had been identified in
Imperial County as of March 23,
the numbers of those being tested
who are suspected of having the
virus has ramped up considerably
this week.
The Scene on the Streets
Although many Mexican
nationals who work in essential
jobs can still be found in
Calexico at all hours, especially
those involved in the agricultural
harvest, foot traffic in the city
was noticeably down March 23,
with many of the downtown
shops closed or in the process of
closing.
Despite the governor's mandate having taken effect March
20, Dale said business owners
were still being told to close their
doors late in the day March 23,
and he said citations were being
issued.
However, authorities were
not immediately issuing those
citations, Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo said.
Continued on page 3
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Fi hot spots that can provide minimal connectivity.
It’s Chow Time
Meanwhile, schools continued to provide meal service to
sustain students.
The Holtville Unified School
District meal program has two sites,
one at Finley Elementary and the
other at the high school.
"Our cafeteria servers report
everything is running smoothly,"
said Arevalo. "This morning, a student during a livestreaming class
told us, ‘Thank you for providing
this’ and we very much appreciated
it."
"It's doing very well. The
first day 809 students were served,"
said LeDoux of El Centro
Elementary. "By the third day, we
were at 2,800 and we believe that
number will continue to rise. We
typically serve 4,500 students daily.
The funding is guaranteed so we
have no concerns with overwhelming capacity. We have enough food
to serve as many students necessary
as long as we need, as our stocks are
replenished on a regular basis."
Contact between food
workers and parents picking up
meals at school sites is carefully
controlled. Employees are well
trained regarding food handling
with all meals served to those in cars
while servers wear gloves and there
is minimal interaction with participants, LeDoux assured.
School Re-opening Still in
Flux
The state is still providing
guidance on whether school closures will be extended, and the district expects an announcement in the
next few weeks.
"The state has announced
due to the nature of the crisis,
missed school days will not be made
up," said LeDoux. "The school year
will be shortened based on when the
schools reopen."
As to the question if
school could be canceled for the
remainder of the year, he explained
they are closed until April 20 but
any decision beyond that will be
made in the coming weeks.
"Our teachers are very
concerned about the education of
their students," said LeDoux. "Some
teachers are using virtual workshops, using teleconferencing with

why we are closed and agree it is the
best possible action to support
efforts to stop COVID-19 from
spreading."
IVC Semester May Extend for
Some
The daunting prospect of
prolonging the spring term is a stark
reality for Imperial Valley College
students.
"We are hopeful most students will be able to complete their
courses online by the end of spring
2020 and graduate on time," said
Martha Garcia, superintendent/president.
IVC will not cancel the spring
semester and will offer most of its
instruction and services online.
Unlike the elementary schools,
assignments and exams must be
completed virtually. Still, there are
some courses requiring in-person
instruction, such as the Peace
Officers Standards and Training
Academy and nursing program.
Garcia conceded IVC may need
to extend the spring semester for
some courses into the summer session.
"Some students' courses will
extend into the summer session
because it is required they complete
labs face-to-face," she said.
Distance learning is complicated because even at college
level there are some who have no
Internet access at home.
"The college recognizes this
need and has offered to lend computers and Mi-Fi hotspots," said
Garcia. "We have a limited supply
yet about 70 students have taken
advantage of this service."
Similar to the primary and secondary schools, IVC also implemented a grab and go model of meal
distribution for the underserved.
"At IVC we are truly concerned
about the food- and housing-insecure students," said Garcia. "A drive
through was arranged March 16 and
about 60 students drove to a campus
parking lot and students picked up
bags of food, hygiene kits, including
toiletries and a towel, along with
school supplies and laptops."
Currently, there are no more
contingency plans being developed
but Garcia said she recognizes it is a
fluid situation.

Week of March 23th
Mental Health First Aid
(Originally aired on May 2017)

The Mental Health First Aid training, is an interactive training that
introduces participants, 16 years of age and over, to risk factors and
warnings signs of mental health problems. This training builds understanding
of mental health problems impact and outlines common treatments. Mental
Health First Aid training is available to the public on a regular basis, offered
free of charge as a community service by Imperial County Behavioral Health
Services

Patricia Arevalo-Caro
Program Supervisor
Center for Clinical Training
Staff Development
Outreach & Engagement
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Semana del 23 de marzo 2020
Primeros Auxilios de Salud Mental (Conocida por sus siglas en Ingles
como: MHFA)
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2017)

La capacitación en Primeros Auxilios de Salud Mental (MHFA) es una
capacitación interactiva que presenta a los participantes mayores de 16 años a
los factores de riesgos y las señales de advertencia de problemas de salud
mental. Este entrenamiento desarrolla la comprensión del impacto de los
problemas de salud mental y describe los tratamientos comunes. La
capacitación en primeros auxilios de salud mental está disponible para el
público de manera regular, ofrecida de forma gratuita como un servicio
comunitario por los Servicios de Salud Mental del Condado Imperial.
Marie Arroyo
Asociada Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Supervisora
Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión para Adultos
(442)-265-1525
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AAA Alerts Seniors They Can Count on Support
at All Times Especially During Pandemic
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
Seniors who have dedicated
their lives to serving the community have earned the gratitude of the
Imperial County Area Agency on
Aging, especially during these
uncertain times as the world deals
with novel coronavirus, officials
said.
In an email blast to the
Imperial Valley on March 15, AAA
reminded residents that the eight
meal congregate sites are closed
until further notice due to social
distancing amid the COVID-19
outbreak. These include the daily
site at Calexico, two in El Centro,
one in Brawley, as well as the once
weekly sites in Holtville, Ocotillo,
Westmorland and West Shores.
Elderly contacted concerning
changes
The daily sites serve only
Monday through Friday. Yet starting on March 23, seniors will
receive meals at home.
"We prepare 150 meals a day,"
said Karla Flores, AAA ombudsman. "With home delivery, seniors
will receive one hot meal and six
frozen dinners they can heat up in a
microwave or conventional oven.
We already have a contract with the
county department of social services."
All meal recipients have been
informed of the new coronavirus
guidelines per the county health
department as they are one of the
most vulnerable populations at risk
for infection. They are also receiv-

ing the California Department of
Aging guidelines as well, noted
Flores.
Rosie Blankenship, AAA
manager and Imperial County
Public Administrator, announced to
the county Board of Supervisors on
March 24 that businesses like
Broken Yolk Café had donated eggs
and potatoes and other food stuffs
to local seniors. About 100 seniors
were due to have the items delivered to their homes later that day,
Blankenship said.
"We also outreached (to) seniors who are using a variety of
pharmaceuticals don’t contravene
with one another," said Flores.
"We’ve identified all the pharmacies that will be open and can deliver to the senior homes."
The name of the above is the
Medication
Management
Operations program run through
the Imperial County Tobacco
Education project, explained
Fernanda Lynch, health program
coordinator. It is also known as
HomeMeds, which was initiated as
a fall prevention program. It now
covers evidence-based modular
platforms derived from the senior
program, Lynch indicated.
Safeguard implemented for
pharmaceutical regimen
Anyone over age 60 can have
their pharmaceuticals checked, verified by a pharmacist and a medication management consultant.
"We make sure their medications are safe to take," said Lynch.
"A registered nurse will conduct a
home visit and assess the medica-

tion that she inputs into a software
program. After the pharmacist
reviews it, the nurse returns to the
home and provides a list to the
client. The service is free to anyone
over 60."
For many seniors living in a
home environment, they already
employ somebody to monitor them,
noted Flores. Yet they can also
arrange for an in-home support
service worker for one to four hours
a day. Imperial County Social
Service Department has contracted
with Catholic Charities to look after
seniors.
AAA reminds seniors many
stores remain open during the coronavirus crisis. Concern of retailer
shortages of household goods,
however, has provoked binge buying and leaving empty store
shelves.
For seniors in need, AAA can
shop for toilet paper, face tissue or
canned goods and can be picked
from the AAA office, 778 W. State
St. The hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
including the noon hour.
"But we want to emphasize to
seniors to continue to wash your
hands frequently and practice social
distance (at least six feet away from
other individuals)," said Flores.
"Please seniors, shelter at home
because we care about your safety
and health. There is no need for you
to be out and about."
For any questions or needs,
people can email AAA at:
www.aaa24.org.

Emergency Declaration....................from page one
by the measures being put in place. In
exercising great caution, we have
decided to minimize staff interaction
with the public as much as is feasible,
while working to create as many
options as we can to continue ease of
access," Wells stated in a March 24
press release. "We are still here to
help, but please call in for service."
Key city contacts include:
Administration, Billing & Finance at
(760) 356-2912; City Clerk/Records
at (760) 356-4685; Planning at (760)
337-3883; and Police at (760) 3565960 for business calls. For emergencies, call 911.
An emergency center opens
"The city is implementing socialdistancing measures all across
nonessential services," said Wells.
The city also decided to open an
emergency operations center at the
civic center with same hours, 8 a.m.
to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Walk-in
inquiries are acceptable, but the city
urges alternative means to communicate.
"We were hesitant to open an
EOC because we do not have highly
trained medical personnel or an EMT
(emergency medical technician),"
said Wells. "If people have concerns,
we want them to know, we're here

and ready to go with contingency
plans. But we prefer the public
phone: 760-356-4574 or email:
nwells@holtville.ca.gov."
Development moves forward
Wells made a brief mention of the
city’s stormwater conveyance system, a large portion of which flows
through a drainage ditch along the
east side of Mellon Avenue that then
drains into the Alamo River via a
pipeline, open ditch and culvert.
Much of the pathway is through private property.
"The runoff creates a nuisance for
one of the property owners and he has
requested the city do something to
alleviate the problem in the past,"
said Wells. "The property is a produce
storage facility. And a recent mandatory food safety inspection revealed
the ditch would require undergrounding (of pipeline). The city engineer
started working on it in December,
but we are still waiting for completion of the feasibility report."
The long awaited Fern Crossing
Apartments has at last gotten under
way. This is a 44-units complex along
the block bound by Holt Avenue,
Fern Avenue and Fourth Street.
"It's been in construction for the
past month," recalled Wells. "It will

include available retail space, but it
has not been identified who will
occupy it and we don't have an estimated time of arrival yet."
Budget review
In other business, a mid-year
budget review disclosed the city's
general fund has a $336,859 deficit.
But that is largely owing to revenues from other agencies yet to be
paid. Within the next few months,
reimbursements from the state Office
of Emergency Services for the
Kincaid Fire in Sonoma County is
due to the city. Holtville firefighters
contributed a strike team to help with
the blaze.
The state's COPS (Citizen Action
for Public Safety) grant will start to
trickle in. This fund is expected to be
in before the end of the fiscal year on
June 30, assured Wells. It helps pay
for police services.
The water fund posted a revenue
surplus of $225,547, owing to normal
business activity. Meanwhile, the
sewer fund saw a revenue surplus of
$440,538. However, the trash fund
has a miniscule revenue deficit of
$6,000.

Holtville Tribune Thursday, March 26, 2020 PAGE 3

Buses Still Running; Safety
Measures Implemented
BY WILLIAM ROLLER
The
Imperial
County
Transportation
Commission
adjusted to the evolving COVID19 virus crisis by closing its
office to the public as of March
18 but personnel are available by
phone and email to assist with
transit questions or concerns.
The agency oversees area
transit operations and most routes
are still running.
Meetings will now be conducted by conference call or
video conference, explained
Mark Baza, executive director.
However, all Imperial Valley
College fixed routes are now cancelled at the request of IVC
administrators because of the closure of the campus, Baza noted.
"But currently there are no
planned changes to our regular
fixed-route system IVT ACCESS
(advanced reservation for mobility disadvantage), IVT Ride or
IVT Med Trans (doctor appointments in San Diego)," said Baza.
"We lost a lot of ridership with
IVC students so, we're kind of
going into summer mode and it
certainly cuts into our fare box
revenue but it also cuts down
overhead expenses."
Ridership Monitored
ICTC will monitor ridership
levels and adjust service to comply with government directives
owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, Baza added. Staff will continue to carry out their respective
duties but without in-person contact. However, they will maintain
regular communication with the
latest information based on recommendations from public
health officials.
Working closely with
Transit First, the contractor operating the vehicles, ICTC will
ensure continuity of service with
bus
drivers,
maintenance
employees and service worker
shifts to provide uninterrupted
service to transit users, Baza
assured.

Meeting Safely
Meanwhile, ICTC is cancelling trips for staff training and
administrative conferencing. It is
also cancelling non-essential
public meetings or they will be
held via video conferencing. The
next ICTC Commission and
Local Transportation Authority
meeting is scheduled for March
25.
"In order to allow flexibility
for board members, we are proposing to host the meeting at our
ICTC office using Zoom
Teleconferencing," said Baza.
"This will allow members to participate in person or remotely
from their city or county office."
But to meet Brown Act
requirements remote participants
need to notice their location and
post the meeting agenda at that
location in advance. Those
attending remotely will receive a
follow up with details. This meeting is essential as board action
will be required for fiscal year
2018-19 audits for IVT transit
operations, Baza added.
Cleaning Protocols
In view of the COVID-19
proliferation, I.V. Transit adopted
an enhanced cleaning regimen of
all buses. All IVT vehicles are
cleansed daily and undergo deep
cleanings with bleach to disinfect
surfaces as recommended by the
Centers for Disease Control.
Disinfectant is used throughout
the day when opportunities arise.
Maintenance teams spot mop bus
shelters nightly.
Riders can also assume
responsibility to help improve
safety, Baza added.
They are reminded to wash
hands often with soap and warm
water or use a hand sanitizer with
at least 60 percent alcohol content. Riders are advised to avoid
close contact with the ill, remain
at home if they fall ill, avoid
wearing a mask if not already ill,
as well as refrain from eating
while on the bus. All IVT personnel are urged to follow the same
procedures as the riders.
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Local Frontline Health Workers................................from page one
theory that self-quarantining and
social distancing will reduce an
exponential impact on the
nation’s healthcare system to the
same volume but over a greater
length of time.
Cracks in the Supply
Chain
March 24 was key in revealing how much strain the local
system might be under for protective gear for healthcare workers

JUDY CRUZ IS the emergency department nurse director for El
Centro Regional Medical Center. She oversees 130 ER staffers,
including RNs and other front-line health-care workers who are
doing battle with COVID-19 on a daily basis.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ECRMC
emergency departments could be
overwhelmed by the virus if
social distancing, mandatory
lockdowns and measures undertaken over the last few weeks
don’t begin to take hold.
“Yes, that’s what I’m
expecting,” said Judy Cruz, when
asked about the prediction by
most health officials that April
will be the month where hospitals
are in crisis conditions.
“I expect that to start happening next week and the week
after.”
Cruz, who is emergency
department nurse manager for El
Centro Regional Medical Center,
said this during an initial interview March 19. By the time she
was contacted a few days later,
March 23, conditions at El
Centro’s ER had already began to
deteriorate, with volume of
patients experiencing COVID
symptoms increasing and ER
staff in short supply of critical
protective components like the
powered air-purifying respirator,
or PAPR, a full hooded face
shield with a powered breathing
source.
ECRMC did not have
enough PAPRs to protect staff as
of March 23. “That’s a definite
concern,” Cruz said.
Although she said staff was
doing “OK” with its numbers of
masks, goggles, gowns and

gloves, Cruz admitted that staff
did not have free and clear access
to such gear and that there was
“restricted” or
controlled access” to the
supplies through charge nurses
and “leadership.”
Ratcheting
Up
the
Pressure
When Cruz spoke to this
newspaper March 19, there were
only two confirmed cases of
COVID in the county and anywhere from eight to 11 cases
pending test results. ER traffic at
El Centro Regional was steady
but not overwhelming, with several patients lined up in their cars
awaiting testing at any one time
and several isolation bays consistently occupied by potential
COVID patients.
As of March 23, when Cruz
spoke to this newspaper again,
the ER was “now full, whereas
last week it was not,” she said,
and supplies were either being
metered or there were not
enough, as in the case of the
PAPR. There were nine COVID19 patients confirmed in the
county as of March 24 and 30
pending test results at San
Diego’s public health lab.
“If people self-isolate, we
hope (April’s increase) won’t
happen,” Cruz said March 19,
which in effect is what is referred
to as “flattening the curve,” or the

… but from very different standpoints.
On the afternoon of March
24, ECRMC Chief Executive
Officer Adolphe Edward took to
Facebook Live to cheerily rally
the community via social media,
thanking staff and ensuring the
public that protective gear shipments of masks had just been
received that morning and
thanked local “seamstresses” for

making cloth masks for hospital
staff.
Everyone was smiling, and
nurses and ER workers sang to
the public live on social media.
In quite a different view of
the potential protective gear
shortages, local Teamsters 542
business representative Ruth
Duarte described to the Imperial
Continued on page 6
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since the outbreak began in
Imperial County a couple of
weeks ago.
Three new positive COVID19 cases were announced by
Public Health just before 7 p.m.
March 23. Each of the new cases
"has been linked to having close
contact with previously confirmed local cases," officials
reported, and all three cases had
mild symptoms that did not
require hospitalization.
"We understand that the continued increase of positive cases
is concerning for Imperial County
residents," physician Stephen
Munday, Imperial County's health
officer, stated in a press release.
"This underscores the importance
for residents to heed to the recommendations for social distancing
and self-isolation. These measures requiring residents to stay at
home and maintain social distancing will help reduce the spread of
the virus in the community."
Although they have yet to
use the term "community spread,"
health officials now consider the

virus entrenched in the county
and being transmitted by personto-person contact.
"Imperial County finds itself
in a new phase of the response
now and everyone should be
functioning as if they have
already been exposed, that is why
local officials have taken the
extreme measures to have people
stay home," Public Health stated
in the release.
Food Insecurity Feared?
Just several days into the
mandatory lockdowns and stayat-home orders, and the Imperial
Valley Food Bank has already set
a record, the organization's marketing and communications manager Stefanie Campos said.
The 332 families fed March
23 represents a quadrupling of the
normal monthly numbers of families fed at the bank's warehouse
in Imperial.
In March, with several days
to go, the food bank has fed more
than 400 families from its Aten
Continued on page 6

AN OUTDOOR TRIAGE tent to separate possible COVID-19 patients from other patients and staff
stands outside the emergency department of El Centro Regional Medical Center on March 24. The
hospital and ER staff began to reroute potential COVID patients starting March 9, an ER nurse
manager said. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
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County Board of Supervisors
how she witnessed a confrontation
in the county administrative center
parking lot between a frontline
healthcare worker and that worker’s county Public Health
Department supervisor over access
to masks.
Duarte made the statements
during public comment the morning of March 24, so no county
board members or staff offered up
any immediate explanations.
Pioneers
Memorial
Healthcare District and Clinicas
De Salud Del Pueblo Inc. officials
have been repeatedly contacted for
this story for more than a week but
have not responded to inquiries.
Healthcare Workers Likened to
Soldiers
What is happening in healthcare today is comparable to seeing
soldiers deployed into war, Cruz
said March 19.
As a supervisor of about 130
ECRMC emergency staff, including registered nurses, patient care
technicians and the “scribes” who
work alongside the physicians documenting vitals and orders, Cruz is
arguably El Centro’s field general
in the battle against COVID-19.
“When you deploy your soldiers to war … you expect bombs
and bullets, but you can’t see this,”
Cruz said of the novel coronavirus.
“It makes you uncomfortable when
you can’t see it.”
Nurses and those who
encounter sick patients often have
extreme anxiety themselves, worried about being exposed to the
disease and taking it home to family members, especially when the
virus is so virulent and contagious.
Cruz said that is why it vital
to constantly be vigilant to wear
the right protective gear, be trained
to put it on in a certain way and
take it off in a certain way to
ensure there is no contamination,
and constantly be educating one’s
self.
“I’m extremely proud of our
staff and how they’ve adapted in
this challenging time. Putting on
gowns, masks, face shields, can be

very taxing, can be trying,” she
said.
Staff is constantly in training
mode, discussing COVID-19 in
“pop up” education sessions in
huddles for the last three weeks,
Cruz said.
“In my mind, everybody has
(COVID-19), because we’re not
testing for it … We’re all being
exposed all day. … That’s the
mindset every one of us has while
we’re at work,” Cruz said March
19 when testing supplies were still
in short supply in much of the
country.
She said that mindset made
the ER staff sharper, more aware
of their surroundings and potential
for contamination.
“I’ve washed my hands more
in two weeks than ever before
because we’re in this hyper awareness mindset.”
Minimizing Exposure and Risk
Back on March 9, El Centro
ER officials began limiting staff
and the public’s exposure to potential COVID patients before the
numbers began to creep up and
before testing was more widely
available.
To minimize staff and public
exposure, ER officials triaged possible COVID patients in a different
area of the ER, routing those
exhibiting
respiratory-ailment
symptoms to a separate ER
entrance and away from the waiting room, Cruz said March 19.
Patients were asked to sit in
their cars until they could be
screened by a doctor. If they were
believed to have COVID but not
tested (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention allowed only highrisk populations to be tested at the
time that had co-morbidities like
asthma, diabetes, heart disease,
age 65 of older or those coming
from areas with known COVID
cases), they were sent home and
told to isolate because there was no
known treatment for them anyway.
Those too sick to wait in their
cars were sent to isolation bays
with access to a limited amount of
staff. Of the positive cases that

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE OF: Richard Earl Brown,
aka Richard Earl Cox
Decedent
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Richard Earl Brown
CASE NUMBER: EPR000701
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Richard Earl Brown, aka Richard
Earl Cox
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by:
Imperial County Public
Administrator in the Superior Court
of California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator be appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: April 17, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must
file your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court clerk.
Petitioner:
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Filed
March 6, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6327
Publish: Mar. 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

came through ECRMC, CEO
Edward said March 24 that only
three had been admitted to the hospital and one was still being treated here. The rest were sent home
or transferred to other hospitals for
more acute care.
Prior to March 19, the most
Cruz had seen was eight to 10
patients awaiting in their cars and
10 isolation bays in use until
courses of treatment could be
decided or discharges done.
“We do have an algorithm we
follow for testing. We are only
testing the people who are sick
enough to be hospitalized,” Cruz
said at the time.
Just in the last few days the
number of pending tests has
ramped up and the widespread
availability of testing supplies has
increased as well.
More Testing Occurring Locally
Edward said that risk to frontline staff was being mitigated
through the presence of essential
healthcare workers on the premises
only and potential COVID patients
being isolated away from others,
staff and patients included.
Non-frontline workers were
sent home several days ago, he
said March 24.
Those staff members directly
dealing with patient care were
being screened for elevated temperatures as they arrive at work,
Edward added.
As of March 24, Edward said
ECRMC had seen four positive
patients and tested a total of 39
others. Some 18 tests were pending, and 17 tests had come back
negative.
In general, the availability of
testing supplies has been increasing in Imperial County steadily.
Physician Tien Tan Vo, who
operates an urgent-care center out
of the former HomeTown Buffet

building in Calexico, had 200
COVID testing swabs available for
patients, Calexico City Council
Member Morris Reisen said March
24.
Vo was doing testing by
appointment only after his regular
operating hours the evening of
March 24, but he was still screening patients to clear them to take
the tests, per CDC protocol,
according to one of his staff members who answered the phone at
his Calexico clinic.
On Facebook, pediatrician
Vishwa Kapoor was also promoting that she had swab kits available. It appeared the curb-side testing had to be doctor-approved as
well.
Private labs like LabCorp and
Quest had been testing for a couple
of weeks. The hospitals, however,
are only sending COVID tests to
the nearest public lab, which is in
San Diego.
What Others are Doing
Although not immediately
perceived to be on the frontlines
like ER workers, county Public
Health Department officials are
coming in close contact with
potential positive COVID cases
daily and risking exposure themselves.
Public Health has activated a
department operations center,
“where we continue to monitor and
respond to the 2019 novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Additionally, we are conducting case and contact investigations, providing information on
measures to take for individuals
who have had prolonged exposure
to confirmed cases,” according to
unidentified epidemiology staff
members who responded to this
newspaper’s questions through
email March 20.
“ICPHD staff work closely

with the local hospitals in the
process of picking up, packaging
and shipping lab samples for
COVID-19 testing,” an epidemiology staff member stated regarding
how they might come in direct
contact with the virus.
Dealing with the Anxiety
Meanwhile, ECRMC’s nurse
manager Cruz said she has plans to
help celebrate the ER staff’s
accomplishments and relieve
stress once the pressure begins to
really mount in the coming weeks.
So far, it’s been helpful to ER
staff to deal with their stress by
repeated drills and by talking about
what’s happening, Cruz said
March 19.
“Mostly, just knowing that
we’re following the rules of infection control and that we have each
other’s back” is enough, she said.
“Sharing our struggles with each
other is very helpful, too.”
Getting dressed to treat a
potential COVID patient is both
stressful and important to the safety of frontline health workers,
Cruz explained.
Sealing up properly according to the rules of infection control
from the CDC is key to staff safety.
For some staff members, like
the 14 men in the ER who sport
beards, they can’t seal properly
with masks and face shields or
goggles because of their facial
hair. For them, they must wear the
PAPR to be protected.
“The seal is really important,” Cruz said.
The seal “keeps out the dangerous droplets” that spread
COVID-19.
It’s all about the seal, she
said.
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Road headquarters, Campos said.
"That's the most we've ever done,"
she added.
The end-of-the-month distribution was doubly unique in that not
only was there a surge in need, it
was the first time the distribution
was not done face-to-face and
instead by car to limit potential
COVID transmission.
Two dozen food bank staff and
volunteers, and police officers and
public works officials from the city
of Imperial had to be called in to
direct traffic on Aten Road as vehicles clogged the heavily traveled
thoroughfare, Campos said.
The distribution started late in
the afternoon and had to be cut off
around 6:30 p.m.
The I.V. Food Bank also goes
out to different sites around the
county to assist in delivering food
through regional pantries with partnering agencies, Campos added.
On March 24, some 143 families in Calexico were fed during a
pantry distribution, according to a
post on the I.V. Food Bank's
Facebook page.
Making Sure Communities Are
Fed
Feeding constituents was on
the mind of some members of the
county Board of Supervisors on the
morning of March 24.
Dipping into a discretionary
fund allotted to each county board
member for use in their district,
District 4 Supervisor Ryan Kelley
committed several thousand dollars
to regional food pantries in the north
end of the Valley.
He asked that $1,000 each be
provided immediately to Loaves and
Fishes food pantries in Niland,
Calipatria, Brawley, Westmorland
and West Shores, for a total of
$5,000. The money comes from the
county's community benefits fund.
"This will help pay for the
increasing costs of materials and
with more people having demands"
for food, Kelley said March 24.
District 5 Supervisor Ray
Castillo followed suit, directing
$1,000 to the Brown Bag Coalition
in Calexico, which feeds the homeless every day at Border Friendship

Park in the city.
Ensuring Seniors Get Enough to
Eat
The local Area Agency on
Aging had requests for food aid
"overnight" from more than 58 senior citizens between March 23 and
March 24, director and county
Public
Administrator
Rosie
Blankenship said during the county
board meeting March 24.
She said some 20,000 of the
county's 36,700 seniors are over 65
years old, the age group being told
its at the highest risk for contracting
COVID-19 and on forced self-isolation. Blankenship added 15,000 of
those seniors are living below the
federal poverty line.
The AAA is being "inundated
with general relief assistance" calls,
including for food assistance,
Blankenship added.
Normally, the agency fields an
average of 113 requests a day, but
since the COVID outbreak, more
than 300 daily requests have been
coming in from seniors for food and
other items that are being hoarded
by panic shoppers, like toilet paper,
hand sanitizer, facial tissue and nonperishable food items, she indicated.
Broken Yolk Café in El Centro
donated eggs, potatoes, milk and
bread to the agency, and some 98
bags were being distributed with the
food items to seniors March 24,
Blankenship said.
Feeding Students Locally
With 17 separate school districts in Imperial County, the
Imperial County Office of
Education is trying to stay on top of
changes to the federal food programs feeding local students during
the state-mandated school closures,
stated Alvaro Ramirez, ICOE's safety and emergency preparedness
coordinator, in an email to this
newspaper March 24.
"Each school district is taking
the approach they feel best meets
the needs of their respective communities. Schools are continually
assessing their processes in an effort
to ensure the best service possible,
and some school districts have modified their processes since the onset
of the program," Ramirez stated.

Some districts have added
additional locations and some have
opted to provide multiple meals at a
time to minimize the need for residents under quarantine or practicing
social distancing from needing to
return twice a day, he stated.
Others yet have opted to provide meals for several days at a time
and limited the number of days staff
are providing meals in an effort to
minimize the number of times families need to go to the schools,
Ramirez added.
ICOE has a link on its home
page (www.icoe.org) with information related to the provisions of
meals.
"We make an effort to ensure
the information is as up-to-date as
possible and are in continual communication with our partner districts. For specific information in
reference to metrics, concerns related to possible abuses, status of supplies, or other inquiries about a specific site, you will need to reach out
to the individual districts," Ramirez
wrote in the email.
ICOE was asked whether there
was concern that adults were using
the student feeding programs themselves and whether that was an
abuse of federal guidelines.
Ramirez did state that the programs are intended for children up
to age 18.
Social Media Helping Spread
Info
In another active way the community is helping each other and its
most vulnerable residents --- seniors
--- through social media and crowdsourcing, a closed, invitation-only
group has launched on Facebook
titled "Which Stores Have What in
the Imp Valley."
The group, which already has
more than 8,400 members since
launching March 19, continually
directs group members to stores
where items such as toilet paper and
hand sanitizer is in stock.
One of the most prominent
features is its posting of food sales
prices and what food items are
available, potential price-gouging
warnings and places where seniors
can go to get what they need and the
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT OF WAREHOUSE
LIEN
The Mobilehome located at 1850
W. Lincoln Ave., Sp. #105, El
Centro, CA 92243, which is within Gio's Mobile Home Estates
("Community") and more particularly
described
as
a
Manufacturer / Tradename:
90005 FLEETWOOD HOMES /
BRIDGEWOOD;
Serial
N
u
m
b
e
r
:
CAFLBW1AG360808405;
Decal No.: LAK2942, is subject
to a Warehouse Lien pursuant to

Civil Code Section 798.56a. This
lien is hereby being enforced and
the Mobilehome may not be
removed from the Community
until the lien is cured.
On November 7, 2019 the
Community served a Three (3)
Day Notice to Pay Rent or Quit
and Sixty (60) Day Notice to
Terminate Possession on the resident(s) of the Mobilehome due to
their failure to timely pay the
space rent. An Unlawful Detainer
action was filed on January 9,
2020 and a Judgment for possession of the Premises was issued

to the Community on February
10, 2020. A Sheriff lockout
occurred on March 10, 2020. All
occupants have vacated the
Premises, but the Mobilehome
remains on the space and unpaid
storage rent is accruing.
The total amount of the lien
through March 10, 2020 is
$1,997.64. Said amount increases
on a daily basis at the rate of
$17.16 per day plus actual utilities consumed.
THE MOBILEHOME WILL BE
SOLD BY AUCTION UNDER
THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

April 23, 2020 at 11:00 a.m., at
1850 W. Lincoln Ave., Sp. #105,
El Centro, CA 92243. PLEASE
NOTE: Sale of the Mobilehome
will go to the highest bidder.
Home to be sold "as is, with any
and all faults" and includes all
contents contained therein. Any
further restrictions and/or conditions shall be provided at the time
of the auction prior to the sale of
the Mobilehome. If you intend to
bid at the sale, please contact
Attorney Tamara M. Cross at
(619) 296-0567, 8880 Rio San
Diego Drive, Suite 800, San

Diego, CA 92108 for the minimum bid at least two days prior
to sale date. Please note: In order
for you to be permitted to bid at
the sale, you must be in possession of cash or a cashier's check
equal to at least the minimum
opening bid.
3/26, 4/2/20
CNS-3356046#
IMPERIAL VALLEY
WEEKLY
Legal 6331

58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable
in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-

ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Andrew S. Krutzsch
104 West I Street
P.O. Box 1381
Brawley, CA 92227
(760) 344-8121
Filed:
March 19, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6330
Publish: Mar. 26, April. 2, 9,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Morgan Dale Griggs
CASE NUMBER: EPR000708
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Morgan Dale Griggs
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Carol Griggs in the
Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Carol Griggs be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted

to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.

The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: April 10, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Notice

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Heber Avenue Improvements from Correll Road to Fawcett Road in Imperial
County.
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(103)
County Project No. 6278 - Re-Release

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposals (RFP)
Access Improvements to the Imperial Valley Desert Museum Along Imperial
Highway From Interstate 8 to State Route 98 in Imperial County
Federal Aid No. FERPL16-5958(104)
County Project No. 6295 - Re-Release

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification
Services

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.
1. Acceptance Testing Services/Independent Assurance Program Verification
Services

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

The Request for Proposals are available for review and download at the County of
Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp under the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to
submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals
should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. April 9, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda,
Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at
(442) 265-1818.

Legal 8935

Legal 8934

Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-169
The following person is conducting
business as:
Ruiz A/C Road Service
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz
533 Heffernan Ave. Apt. B

Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jose Manuel Ortiz Ruiz,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this State or
a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County ClerkRecorder on: February 28, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
February 27, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6326
Publish: Mar. 12, 19, 26, April 2, 2020

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Imperial Valley Food Bank
Helping Out The Community

Vehicles begin to line up for the
monthly distribution of fresh and
canned goods at the Imperial
Valley Food Bank's Imperial
headquarters off Aten Road on
March 23. Normally around 80
people show up to the food distribution, but in the wake of
nonessential job losses and social
distancing due to the COVID outbreak, the Food Bank served 332
families. The distribution, which
was done by car only for the first
time to minimize contact between
people, was assisted by Imperial
city staff and police to control the
flow of traffic on Aten. PHOTO
COURTESY OF I.V. FOOD BANK

Calexico Police Department assisted the Imperial Valley Food
Bank in distributing fresh and canned goods to Calexico residents
on March 24 in the city. Food Bank officials said they served 143
Calexico families during the distribution. The number of families
in need is increasing due to forced nonessential job losses and
stay-at-home orders due to the COVID-19 outbreak, officials say.
PHOTO COURTESY I.V. FOOD BANK

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org • Facility #134603706

