
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

While the Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta's High School Madness
lacked the chaos of the Ramone's
movie "Rock and Roll High
School," it was electrified with
the high-voltage energy of a
championship-game pep rally.

A must-have presentation for
the fair, Madness is always a
boisterous and inspiring celebra-
tion of youth who will inherit the
future, noted Emil Schaffner,
president of the Junior Fair Board
and one of the biggest boosters of
Madness.

"We use this event to promote
the fair through school competi-
tion," said Emil. "Our main job is
to promote the fair. All the stu-
dents come here to cheer on their
school. It's all about school
pride."
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Students
Rock Their
Schools at

Fair
‘Madness’

Competition

Student Example of Holtville FFA
Success; Teachers Benefit Too

With
COVID-19
Looming,
Agencies
Discuss

Preparations
BY GARY REDFERN,

RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN, AND WILLIAM

ROLLER

With the COVID-19 influen-
za virus making a seemingly
inexorable march across the
globe toward what some health
experts have said will become a
pandemic, localities such as
those in Imperial County are
faced with vital preparation
tasks.

While no local cases had yet
been reported as of March 4, the
Imperial County Public Health
Department has released an advi-
sory of preventive measures indi-
viduals can take to reduce the
chances of infection. These
include :

• Washing hands often with
soap and water 

• Avoid touching eyes, nose
and mouth with unwashed hands 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Now among the largest youth
organizations in the United
States, with 700,000 members in
8,630 chapters throughout all 50
states, FFA is among the largest
of the career and technical stu-
dent organizations in U.S.
schools. 

Yet FFA long ago expanded
its curriculum beyond agricul-
ture. Formerly known as Future
Farmers of America, it organized
in 1928. In 1988 it changed its
name to the National FFA
Organization to recognize the
institution embraced a bigger
tent, including interest in food,
fiber, and natural-resource indus-
tries encompassing science, busi-
ness and technology.

Leonela Gonzalez, an 11th
grade Holtville High School stu-
dent, is among the vice presidents
of her section (Imperial County)
and explained the impact the
organization has had during her
three years as a participant.

FFA Expands 
"I personally got into FFA

thinking it was all about ani-
mals," admitted Leonela. "But I
took up public speaking and I
got involved with extemporane-
ous speaking. I got a third place
for our section on Feb. 6 
at Palo Verde High 
School and now 
I'm moving on 
to the regional 
contests."
The regional 
contests take 
place Mar. 28 
at Cal Poly, 
Pomona, 

where Leonela will face nine
others in hopes of becoming the
regional vice president. 

Continued on page  4

HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL junior and FFA
section vice president Leonela Gonzalez at the school’s FFA
barn on Feb. 21.. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

Continued on page 9

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Monster Truck show at the premier evening of the California Mid-
Winter Fair& Fiesta Feb. 28 lacked the fear factor of Dracula but kept a packed
grandstand audience on the edge of their seats.

The behemoths perpetrated tortuous turns and supernatural stunts that send
most passenger cars to an auto graveyard.

"Expect the unexpected once it gets going, remain for the freestyle competi-
tion, which everybody loves," urged Gary Burt, announcer and former promoter
for Monster X, sponsoring contractor.

Centro, convinced his mother, Carmen, to witness the dare devilish hulking
vehicles (12,000 pounds) shape-shift into flying land rovers that land on their
feet with cat-like precision.

"I’ve been seeing the Monster Tucks since I was 5," recalled Johnathan. "I
love watching them jump over the ramps (consisting of three parked junkers
including a vintage Mercedes) without a rollover."

McGruff goes over the top during the Monster Truck event at
the grandstands at the Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on
Feb. 28. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 4



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Incumbent Imperial
Irrigation District Division 4
Director Erik Ortega appears
poised to face community
activist Javier Gonzalez in a
runoff in the Nov. 3 general elec-
tion.

Ortega led the three-person
primary race as of March 4, with
978 votes, or 46.09 percent,
according to the county Election
Department’s unofficial final
preliminary tally of the March 3
primary. Gonzalez tallied 637
votes, or 30.02 percent, and
Joong Kim had 507 votes, or
23.89 percent.

“I feel good with the result
and all the support I received
with Division 4 voters,” Ortega
said March 4. “I think my term
as president (for most of 2019)
and leading the charge on vari-
ous issues that threatened the
(Imperial) Valley … resonated
with voters.”

Among those issues, Ortega
cited Assembly Member Chad
Hayes’ failed Assembly Bill 854,
which sought to put a majority of
Riverside County directors on
the IID board. Ortega also men-
tioned IID’s stance on the
drought contingency plan for the
Colorado River between the
Western basin states. IID was a
hold-out as a signer to the plan,
demanding assurances from the
state and federal governments
Salton Sea restoration would be
taken care of before IID would
cooperate.

If no candidate gets more
than 50 percent of the vote, the
race will head to a Nov. 3 runoff.

Still, with up to 7,500 mail-in
and provisional ballots left to be
counted county-wide, Ortega

said he is hopeful he can make
50 percent plus one vote and win
the election outright.

Meanwhile, Gonzalez said he
is ready for the runoff.

“A lot of people know my
service for 30 years … there’s a
lot more we can do to help the
city --- clean up the city, adopt
parks --- we can offer a lot more
than just going to meetings for
the IID,” Gonzalez said March 4.
“I think people want to see their
representatives more involved in
the community. People said they
never see him (Ortega) in the
community.”

The final preliminary count
was made up of the results from
early mail-in ballot returns and
ballots cast at the 27 voting
precincts in the division March
3. Division 4 is made up of near-
ly all the city of Calexico and all
the irrigable border area in
Imperial County.

If the current positions stand
after the primary election is cer-
tified April 3, the 41-year-old
Ortega, of Calexico, will face off
against Gonzalez, 51, of
Calexico, who has been political-
ly active for more than 30 years,
serving on various appointed
commissions, but has never won
a public office.

“Today (the Imperial
Valley’s) water rights are under
attack, and not just from outside
the Imperial Valley but from
within it,” Ortega wrote in this
newspaper last month of his rea-
sons for seeking re-election 

Gonzalez wrote of his rea-
sons for running in his candidate
statement: “The position of the
Imperial Irrigation District is not
only to keep the lights on and the
water flowing, I believe the posi-
tion also entails being actively
involved in all aspects of our
community.” 
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Week of March 2nd
Exploring the Links Between Nutrition and Mental Health

(Originally aired on July 2018)

Nutrition is a very important aspect of our everyday life, yet often over-
looked as a building block, not only of physical health, but mental health as
well. Proper nutrition practices fuel our bodies and minds with healthy vital

nutrients so they may function efficiently throughout the day. Join Dalia
Rodriguez, owner of Fitness Oasis, as she describes healthy nutrition habits,
the process of commitment, financial considerations and how healthy nutri-

tion supports mental health.

Dalia Rodriguez
Owner Fitness Oasis 

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 2 de marzo 2020

Explorando los Enlaces Entre Nutrición y Salud Mental
(Originalmente transmitido en julio 2018)

La nutrición es un aspecto muy importante de nuestra vida cotidiana, pero a
menudo se pasa por alto como un componente básico, no solo de la salud físi-
ca, sino también de la salud mental. Las prácticas de nutrición adecuadas ali-
mentan nuestros cuerpos y mentes con nutrientes vitales saludables para que

puedan funcionar de manera eficiente durante todo el día. Únase a Dalia
Rodriguez, propertaria de Fitness Oasis, mientras describe los hábitos de

nutrición saludables, el proceso de compromiso, las consideraciones
financieras y como una nutrición saludable respalda la salud mental.

Dalia Rodriguez
Propietaria Fitness Oasis

Health Club & Spa

Trinity Baptist Church
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School

Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m.

at 722 E. 6th St. - Holtville.
Questions call 442-271-1911
and ask for Pastor Daniel.

Cornerstone Community
Church

Youth group - every
Wednesday night.

Junior High 5:30 to 7:30

p.m.
High School 7:30 to 9:30

p.m.
St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies
Home Group Bible Study:

Mondays @ 6pm at the
Daniel's home (contact the
church office for more details)

El Centro Elks Lodge
Would like to invite the

community to their weekly
Bingo Nights.

Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.

631 Main Street, El Centro

Bradley - Keffer 
American Legion

BINGO NIGHT
Every other Thursday

Night. Come support your
American Legion.

275 6th Street - Holtville

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
MAR 05: Manny Farias, Adam Lyerly, Ernest Dennis Strahm, Celeste  
A. Alvarez, Callum Blake Brady, Robbie Kennedy. 
MAR 06: David Ascencio, Robert Massoud, Jake Alan Velasco, Carrie 
Cradic Steffey, Nancy Strahm, Wayne Bonesteele†, Eliza Jane Diez, 
Matthew Joel Bingham
MAR. 07: Victoria Schaffner, Isabelle Schaffner, Maia Leighann 
Crosby, Weston James Hilfiker, Brooke Plourd, Laura Boston,
Benjamin Ray Cartee, Jillian Grace Fortin, Nancy Hoyt.
MAR. 08: Frank Van Der Linden Jr., Colton Gaucin.
MAR. 09: Carter Nelson, Cheryl Turner
MAR. 10: Gracie Realmuto, Justin Brady, Janet Gettle Johnson, 
Urbana Vasquez
MAR. 11: Angie Garcia

Anniversaries

MAR. 07: Mr. & Mrs.Ted Vogel
MAR. 11: Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Fortin, Mr. & Mrs. Jared Ries
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Lana Louise Gillies 
1951 - 2020

A Celebration of Life will
be held at 11 a.m. on March
21, 2020 for Lana Louise
Gillies at First Christian
Church located at 450 S.
Waterman Avenue, El Centro,
CA with a reception to follow
at the home of Lanas good
friends, Barry and Becki
Case.

Lana Louise Gillies, 69,
passed away peacefully on
January 30, 2020 with her
sons by her side. Lana was
born on January 25, 1951 in
Yuma, Arizona to Robert
Nugent and Mary Louise
(Ingram) Johnson. She moved
to El Centro as a young child
and attended local schools
and graduated from Central
Union High School in 1968.
While at CUHS, she met the
love of her life and married
Richard E. Gillies on
December 28, 1968. Lana was
preceded in death by her par-
ents Nugent (1980) and
Louise (1999) as well as her

husband Richard (1992).
She was a loving and

devoted daughter, sister,
wife, mother, grandmother,
aunt and loyal friend too
many. She will be remem-
bered for her enjoyment of
life, her love of NASCAR,
NFL Football, getting togeth-
er with family and friends.
Her favorite vacation spot
was the beach and spending
time with her family and
friends on Dover Court. She
loved holidays and always
enjoyed Halloween when she
dressed up and handed candy
out in front of her house.
Thanksgiving and Christmas
were favorites as well
because it meant being with
family, friends and the joy of
watching the grandkids and
nieces celebrating.

Her passion for cooking
was enjoyed by many. Lanas
greatest characteristic was
her strength as a woman.
Lana began her career at
Finley Elementary School
and worked there for over 13
years as a Teachers Assistant,
a job she loved which enabled

her to watch her children
grow up. She finished her
career working for Jack
Dewbre at Southland
Cooling, working there for
over 18 years until her early
retirement in 2012.

Lana leaves behind her
two sons Justin (Christy)
Gillies and Richard
(Veronica) Gillies; her sister
Gay Otts and brother Lonnie
Johnson. She is also survived
by her six grandchildren
Joshua, Jacob, Madalyn and
Sabrina Gillies, Kelsey and
Kylee Lamoure and nieces
Tiffany, Stacey, Jamie (Gay
Ott), Leslie, Kelsie (Lonnie
Johnson), Katie and nephew
Phil (Marilyn Kozlow). She
also leaves behind her
favorite furry companion,
Bolt the Boxer. 

The family would like to
thank ECRMC doctors, nurs-
es, nurse assistants and sup-
port staff for the care they
showed in making Lanas time
at the hospital comfortable
during her last days.  

ObituaryIID Division 4
Incumbent Ortega,

Challenger Gonzalez
Headed For Runoff



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Thrill central for 10 days is
headquartered at the California
Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in
Imperial that opened at 3 p.m.
Feb. 28 with some patrons lining
up for admittance more than an
hour before gates were open. 

Among those queuing up
was Adrian Aguilar, who
returned to his home town from
studying for a history degree at
University of California, San
Diego. His objective: chill out
from academic rigors and share
the joys of the fair with his par-
ents and younger brother, Nate,
8. 

The attraction arresting the
Aguilar family’s attention just
east of the Palm Oasis Stage was
the Stilt Circus performed with
tongue-in-cheek, yet sardonic,
humor by circus clown and jug-
gler Alex Bistrevsky.

He’s one of a stable of per-
formers employed by the Santa
Monica based Stilt Circus. But
rather than rely on a stage,
Bistrevsky is an old school street
performer who wheels around in
his interactive circus station, not
much bigger than a shopping
cart. Instead of groceries he
totes a clown’s stock-in-trade of
unicycle, stilts, a rolling globe
(balancing ball) and other big-
tent props.

Interactive Performance
Bistrevsky quickly entranced

the Aguilars with a dexterous
juggling performance. The tools
of his trade, far more than a shell
game to keep the audience dis-
tracted, are a carefully consid-
ered remote classroom to
engage the audience to become
part of the act. He soon coaxed
the Aguilars to try their hands at
juggling and balancing stunts.

"It’s my world and everyone
else just lives in it," said
Bistrevsky. "To me, the most
important thing is not just about
entertaining, but I do want to
entertain. Yet I want people to
challenge themselves. If they
can go home with a new
acquired skill, that makes me
happiest."

Most underestimate them-
selves because if one of his audi-
ence can learn juggling in 10
minutes, they can learn any-
thing, he explained. The act is as
empowering as it is entertaining.

"Only way to fail, is never
try," stressed Bistrevsky. "I try
to close the gap between the
audience and the performer and
allow them to participate as
much as they are willing."

After merely a few attempts
at juggling foam tennis balls and
balancing an upright walking
cane in his palm, then index fin-
ger, Adrian Aguilar shouted with
delight, "I’ve got this."

He then conceded, "I’ve
always wanted to try juggling.
It’s actually really cool. I may
take it up as a hobby. Then I can
share it with my younger broth-
er. This is a sharp thing."

Jasmin Larios, another an
early arrival, patiently waited
for the opening with her son,
Andrew Sean Leon, and hus-
band, Chris Larios. 

"I like the (carousel) swings.

It’s always next to the pirate
ship. I’ve always wanted to try
that one," said Andrew Sean. "I
don’t want to see the bands, I’m
here for the rides. And I like the
rabbits, but I’m allergic to pets."

But Jasmin foresaw a differ-
ent itinerary. 

"I’ll stop by the shops to buy
T-Shirts and some of the photo-
graphs and drawings. And I also
like seeing the (Imperial Valley)
Gem & Mineral Society."

Chris Larios, an employee of
Washington Elementary School,
noted he has attended the fair
steadily most of his life.

"Everybody comes to the
fair. I come for the refreshments
but maybe we’ll return later for
the Monster Trucks show. It
should be a good one," he said.

Something for Everyone 
Scanning the parking lot for

friends to join them were Jose
Cantua and Briza Vasquez from
Calipatria High School and Jose
noted the fair gives him time to
enjoy the company of girlfriend,
Briza, as well as share the rides
together. 

"We mainly like the Zipper,"
he said. "The twisting and turn-
ing gives you a queasy feeling
but it’s fun. We also like the
hypnotist (Suzy Haner). I also
like the funnel cakes, plain." 

Added Briza, "I like the
bacon-maple donuts … and I
want to see the baby goats."

Another life-long fair devo-
tee, Rebecca Mendoza, was in
4H as a student, when she raised
rabbits. Her son, Jacob, is in the
third grade.

"I want to see if they got the
same rides and animals from last
year," Jacob said. "My favorite
ride is the caterpillar. It’s kind of
dangerous because you think
you’ll fall off at the top. But it
goes too fast (to fall). It’s a good
ride."

Pablo Mendoza, Rebecca’s
husband, a physical therapist,
maintained he likes most of the
exhibits. 

"It brings me back to my
childhood," he recalled. "I’m
happy to see how thrilled my
kids are. But I also like the fair
food, especially the fried
Twinkies."

Betsy Reihle, waiting for the
opening with husband Larry,
revealed she was looking for-
ward to the baked goods compe-
tition. 

"I always want to see who
wins," she said. "I sometimes
enter but I missed the deadline.
My ‘blue ribbon’ dish is carrot
cake. I just use flour, grated car-
rots, pineapple and cream
cheese frosting."

Invited to kick off the fair by
singing the Star-Spangled
Banner was Paola Sanchez, who
performs with the Imperial
Valley College Chorus as well as
being a soloist at various events
throughout Imperial Valley.

"I’ve sung since I was 13,"
she said. "This is my first time
singing the National Anthem at
the fair. I was so nervous. I’m
going to stay for maybe some of
the rides, but I’m really here for
the corn dogs, carne asada and
churros—everything--you name
it. I’ll stay until I run out of
money." 
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Balmy Weather
Greets Anxious
Fair Goers on
Opening Day

CIRCUS CLOWN ALEX Bistrevsky shows Adrian Aguilar how to juggle in tandem during the
opening day of the Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on Feb. 28.. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

U.S. MILITARY VETERAN Doug Miller (center) cuts the ribbon marking the open of the Mid-
Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on Feb. 28. 



The grandstand was standing
room only (no one sits for a pep
rally) with charged-up students
waving school banners, hand-
made signs and light sabers
while roaring encouragement to
classmates in the competition.

Gamesmanship Accelerates
Spirit

Rival schools faced off in a
quirky line up of competition
such as the human pyramid,
Farm to Ferris Wheel obstacle
relay, tug of war, human Plinko
and fair pong. Schools compet-
ing included Holtville,
Calipatria, Calexico, Brawley,
Southwest, Central and Imperial.

Linsey Dale and Cherisse
Alford, Fair Board members,
expedited events along with
adult advisors such as Anne
Irigoyen who, along with her
support crew, assisted with the
logistics to assure seamless tran-
sitions between competition and
presentations.

"Hard work pays off," said
Irigoyen. "This is all about doing
big things. It helps develop lead-
ership skills. It's not called High
School Madness for nothing.
This is an unbelievable experi-
ence."

Ryder Merten, a Holtville
High junior and Junior Fair
Board member, ginned up the
momentum brandishing his
school’s banner as the grand-
stand filled to capacity, coaxing
ear-splitting cheers among rivals
for their individual schools.

"It's hype but it's a lot of fun,"
said Ryder. "I have always
looked forward to High School
Madness as a freshman and
sophomore."

Students Battle 
His fellow Jr. Fair board

member, Emiliano Fucher, serv-
ing his first year on the board,
was equally stoked as the
screaming throng in the stands.
Emiliano confided one of the
best things about the Madness
event is seeing the bloom of
Imperial Valley youth come
together and express honor in
representing their individual
school.

"Madness does live up to its
namesake," said Emiliano. "It's
one of the best things a high
schooler can attend. I look for-
ward to returning to the Jr. Fair
Board next year. The board is
one of the greatest memories I'll
preserve for the rest of my life."

A few highlights among the
many thrills the well-rehearsed
students delivered with a flourish
were the funky groove delivered
by the Southwest High School
SAVAPA dancers, the tug of war
finalists of Southwest and
Central in which Central tri-
umphed in a hard fought battle,
and the sometimes hysterical
antics of the three-legged-race
segment of the relay. 

Winning the top prize of
$500 (funneled into next year's
Madness event) for extoling the
highest ideals of spirit was
Brawley High. Taking second
place and $300 was Central
High, while finishing third was
Southwest High.

Yvonne Moreno, Viking
Band of Pride director, was very
upbeat with the Madness presen-
tation.

"I enjoyed it. There was a lot
of obvious spirit," she said.
"Everybody complied with the
requirements. I think everybody
had a great time and everyone
behaved properly." 

Anthony Arevalo, Holtville
High principal, praised all the
students for performing at their
peak and showing a lot of collec-
tive spirit.

"We’re excited for our
Vikings and proud of all their
accomplishments," he said. "For
our seniors it's a first indicator
the high school years are ending.

This is their last High School
Madness they'll participate in.
And also important, we have a
lot of students excelling in agri-
culture livestock."
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FFA Competition............page one
The event includes a field day of contests in vegetable crops in

which students must correctly identify vegetables, crop disease, trans-
plants, insects and seeds.

If Leonela prevails there--only first, second and third places
advance--she will move up to the state competition April 23-26 at the
Anaheim Convention Center. One of her passionate topics is defend-
ing the rights of migrant laborers to cross the Mexican border legally
so they can work the three-month season, return home and return for
the next season.

Sharing Experiences
"But I also speak on personal experience such as applying for

regional vice president that has taught me to step out from my comfort
zone," said Leonela. "Speaking on this topic allows me to reach out to
my age group and inform them to develop leadership skills and set
goals."

Leonela said she has thoughts of a career as a physical therapist or
possibly an agricultural teacher. 

"I feel excited for the chance to overcome challenges," she said. "If
I end up as an ag teacher, I want to return to Imperial Valley because
it’s important to give back to our community."

Lindsay Cox, one of Leonela's agricultural teachers, explained the
FFA has more than $2 million in scholarships (usually $1,500 to
$3,000 each) between state chapters and the national organization for
students.

"Some of our students have been pretty successful," she said. "It's
an opportunity to reach out beyond Imperial County."

Teachers Benefit
Training opportunities are not just for the students. From June 25-

28 the California Teachers Association Conference is at the Cal Poly,
San Luis Obispo. It is always a good professional development oppor-
tunity because teachers get hands-on instruction, explained Cox. 

It will stress all aspects of agriculture including mechanics, such as
shed building from start to finish to suit any ag purpose, aquaculture
and aquaponics. 

"We'll have a nice banquet where we recognize the program of the
year and teacher of the year." said Cox. "It's a good opportunity to
network since we can learn a lot from other teachers."

A recent achievement for the Holtville High FFA program was the
opening of the new barn on Viking Road that began housing animals
in October 2019

in the 100 foot by 80 foot structure. It was built with a grant from
the Holtville Agricultural Advisory Committee approved from five
years ago. The pens in the barn were built from a Career Technical
Education Incentive grant. 

"We can now house more animals and we'll have easier access to
water and electrical needs," said Cox. "Our pasture system is nearly
finished on the parcels of both sides of the barn. It allows students to
breed animals in the pasture and do the lambing and kidding (birthing
and weaning) in a real-life situation. We're really blessed to have this
kind of community support."

HS Madness............from page one

U.S. House, State Assembly Office Holders Smash Opponents
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The power of incumbency
was on full display in the March 3
primary election as incumbents
U.S. Rep. Juan Vargas (D-51st)
and state Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia (D-56th) rolled to
easy re-election victories 

A political institution in
Imperial and San Diego County
and a U. S. Congress member
since 2013, Vargas was opposed
by Republican Juan Hidalgo Jr., a
retired U.S. Marine.

With all precincts tallied,
Vargas earned 40,165 votes, or
68.1 percent, in the district that

includes all of Imperial County
and part of San Diego County, the
California Secretary of State web-
site reported. Hidalgo tallied
18,797 votes, or 31.9 percent.

In Imperial County, with all
218 precincts reporting, Vargas
had 8,345 votes, or 63 percent,
and Hidalgo 4,884 votes, or 37
percent, the county Election
Department reported. This is the
third time Hidalgo has challenged
Vargas.

Vargas explained among his
reasons for seeking re-election are
to continue his work of sponsor-
ing legislation to restore education
funding, oppose Social Security
and Medicare cuts and protect

children from sex traffickers.
"My main three priorities are

to protect our veterans who
deserve excellent healthcare,
housing, counseling and job train-
ing," said Vargas. "I understand
Imperial Valley's high unemploy-
ment rate. I wrote legislation to
help small business create jobs
and training programs, as well as
assure our renewable energy
resources brings permanent jobs. I
am also working on fixing our
land ports of entry and continue to
work to reduce wait times at the
Calexico border crossing and
reduce pollution throughout the
Imperial Valley."

Assembly Race Not Close 
Meanwhile, state Assembly

Member Garcia enjoyed similar
success in seeking a third term.
He was challenged by political
newcomer America Figueroa,
child development teacher and
journalist/broadcaster. 

In a district that includes all of
Imperial County and part of the
Coachella Valley area of
Riverside County, Garcia received
26,131 votes, or 61.1 percent, the
Secretary of State website report-
ed. Figueroa tallied 16,630, or
38.9 percent. 

In Imperial County with all
218 precincts counted Garcia had
8,277 votes, or 62.6 percent, and

Figueroa 4,936 votes, or 's 37.4
percent, county elections report-
ed.

Garcia noted he has a history
fiscally responsible leadership. 

"They've signed dozens of my
bills, expanding workforce train-
ing, small business loan pro-
grams, making college more
affordable, improving water and
air quality in our region, advanc-
ing restoration of the Salton Sea
and ensuring our communities
receive their fair share of state
funding for the environment, edu-
cation and health care," he said.



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Although she didn’t grow up
in the church with a foundation in
the kind of Christian education
she now directs, Heather Norris
has excelled in her role and as a
pastor’s wife.

"I did not grow up in a church,
so giving kids an opportunity to
learn about the Bible is gratify-
ing," Heather Norris said during a
Feb. 29 interview at Cornerstone
Community Church in Holtville,
where she is youth ministry coor-
dinator and her husband, Hayden
Norris, is pastor. 

“Children that age are still
impressionable, have good memo-
ries and soak up new material like
sponges," she said.

“I don't feel any pressure, but
I choose to serve with the
Vacation Bible school and Kids 4
Truth (youth ministry program),"
Heather said of her roles, which
ultimately support her husband’s
work in the community. She has
served in her position at the
church for three years.

Cornerstone Community
Church is at 128 W. Sixth St.
Established 106 years ago in
Holtville, Cornerstone has nearly
140 congregants. Worship service
starts at 10:15 a.m. Sundays.
Following the opening hymns,
children are dismissed to attend
their own church service pro-
grams.
The need for Christian educa-

tion
Heather Norris explained the

church aims to help children iden-
tify their life in Christ and not just
what their peers say.

"I became a Christian in high
school when a friend invited me to
a youth group in Santa Clarita at a
local Baptist church," she
recalled. "I was a miserable teen
searching for a purpose and iden-
tity. I really wrestled with it. But
the pastor answered all my ques-
tions. I ended up in a youth group
there where we studied scripture
and sang music and had games."

Eventually, Heather Norris
went on missions with that church
to Antigua and Tijuana and invit-
ed local residents to worship serv-
ice and Bible classes.

"I would like children to
understand going to church is not
just because their parents bring
them," Heather Norris said. "God
wants children to believe in their
own hearts. It's not just a Sunday
thing, but also when you pick a
fight with your brother or a class-
mate out on the baseball field. We
want to impart the Gospel mes-
sage in everything we teach." 

The youth ministry coordina-
tor helps do that through the pro-
grams she helps administer,
including vacation Bible school
that will take place June 15-19 at
the church and Kids 4 Truth, a
Wednesday evening program for
students in kindergarten through
fifth grade.

At Kids 4 Truth, students
study the Bible and then break for
crafts projects. In vacation Bible
school, a theme is selected, typi-
cally a beach scenario, pirates or a

safari that incorporates a theme in
proper context, Heather Norris
said, and then explains a biblical
lesson using the theme as a
metaphor.

Cornerstone aims to teach
children Christianity's timeline
from Genesis to Revelation. 

Heather Norris and Pastor
Hayden Norris teach children the
basics but Dylan Ruddell, youth
leader, shows how to apply time-
less biblical lessons to everyday
life in the 21st century, Heather
Norris explained.

Lynn Vanderlinden is
Cornerstone's mentor assistant,
working closely with Ruddell.
They meet with junior high school
students on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

"We generally have singing,
praise songs, so they're always
upbeat and it allows them to burn
off energy in a good way,"
Vanderlinden said. "Dylan has a
talk with them about a biblical
passage that includes concepts

that applies to everyday life. And
the students can bring up any
problems they may have, but it
relates to the Bible passage he just
presented.” 

Vanderlinden and Ruddell go
through the 66 books of the Bible
one book at a time. The youth
group is named “C3
Underground,” which refers to the
three C’s of Cornerstone
Community Church and the fact
they meet in the basement of the
building, or the underground.

Youth ministry embraces big-
ger picture of social engagement

"I love the C3 because it's a
good way to show students how
the church cares for them,"
Vanderlinden said. "We also
explain Christ is always there for
them, even if everybody else lets
them down."

Arriving soon is Cornerstone's
spring tri-tip barbecue fundraiser
to help children attend summer
camp. High school students go to

the Hume Lake Camp, near
Nazarene University in San
Diego. Third- to eighth-grade stu-
dents attend Thousand Pines
Camp in Crestline (San
Bernardino). 

Children stay for one week
while going swimming and doing
crafts as well as attending chapel
services.

A family camp is also held
over the Memorial Day weekend
when the Sunday service is held in
camp along Lake Cuyamaca in
Julian. Parishioners go fishing,
hiking and do family Olympics-
style competition.

"I love it, since it's a great way
to get to know our members better
and kids can make new friends or
deepen friendships they already
have," Heather Norris said. "And
we have a pie auction every
January and potluck dinners
throughout the year."
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Monster Trucks........from page one

Carmen and her two sons
attended the pre-performance "Pit
Party" which welcomed fans to
the track to check out the trucks.

"It was awesome," said
Carmen. "We got autographs and
pictures of the drivers and they
were all great, very friendly. It
was fun riding the fire truck
(authentic 1950 model converted
to a Monster Truck). Everybody
ought to try it."

Fans Meet Drivers 
Tony Canedo, one of the com-

peting drivers, piloted his truck
with the road moniker, "Playing
for keeps." He arrived from his
base in Vacaville but he is origi-
nally from Leon, Spain and has
been competing for 20 years.

"We race for points and tro-
phies," said Canedo. "I do 22
shows over a 10-month season.
Normally, there’s six to 10 drivers
but tonight we just have five.
We’ve removed all the auto glass,
most of the interior, replace it with
roll bars. Drivers wear a helmet,
flame retardant jump suit and a
harness. When we get out to the
track, whatever comes up, we
make the best of it. But what I
really love are the kids and the
fans. That’s the main thing."

Thrill of Live Action
Miguel Salcido waited to ride

the fire truck and explained it was
his first time seeing the Monster
trucks live.

"I’ve seen them on TV and
thought it’d be cool to watch them
in person. Sometimes the smash
ups can be a bit of a buzz," he
admitted.

Watching the first two heats in
the grandstand, Joe Coronel
explained it was his first Monster
Truck show in Imperial County. 

"They had one in San Diego a
couple of weeks ago," he said. "I
couldn’t get in there so I thought I
might as well take advantage of
the show at the fair. It’s thrilling
just watching. Last time I went to
a show was in L.A. County when
I lived up there 20 years ago. They
just keep getting crazier and cra-

zier."
Gary Schott, a veteran driver,

has a lot of history with the Mid-
Winter Fair, attending 38 years
ago when most other drivers were
not born yet. He started off with
off-road trucks but by the mid-80s
became a fan of the Monster
Truck pioneers. He was racing his
truck, "Terminator" (liked the
movie and the name, he confided)
equipped with the big foot 66-inch
tires. 

"Actually, I like building the
trucks. I like taking a pile of metal
and building it into something
useful," he said. "And I like get-
ting big air (attaining maximum
lift jumping the ramps) and doing
donuts (spin outs) and a good
wheelie when I can take it. Also, I
like this weather and you got a
good group here."

Multiple Generations Share
Excitement

Watching the action from the
grandstand was Elsa Castro from
Brawley who also said she tried to
get admission to the recent show
in San Diego but missed the com-
petition. The Imperial County fair
provided a second chance.

"My kid (Michael) is a big fan
of the Monster Trucks and when
we arrived tonight, I got him the
Monster Truck toy and the check-
ered flag,” she said. “I started
watching the trucks on YouTube
because Michael was watching
them. But then I got hooked and
it’s pretty cool."

Other drivers competing
included a brother dynamic duo of
Jacob Galley, driving "Wicked
Strong," and Brendan Galley,
driving "Enforcer," as well as Rod
Wood, driving "McGruff."

It was Wood taking first place
in the wheelie competition
(Schott, a game second). Canedo
scored an impressive two first-
place finishes with the, "Chicago
Style" racing, where trucks face
one another on parallel tracks as
well as prevailing in the freestyle
where it is driver’s choice for their
preferred maneuvers.

ELSA CASTRO AND her son were early arrivals at the grand-
stand for the Monster Truck event at the Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta in Imperial on Feb. 28. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Lacking Church Upbringing, Holtville Pastor's
Wife Fully Engaged With Youth Ministry
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Holtville High Holds Beautification Event
BY ISABELLA ESTRADA

On Saturday, Jan. 25 Holtville High School students, along with ASB decided to join
together to beautify the campus. This idea came across Principal Anthony Arevalo
because two weeks from this day there was to be a big high school reunion for classes
2015 and under. 

Around 15 students came to help on that Saturday morning with Mr. Arevalo, Mrs.
Arevalo and the Gas Company. 

“It was nice to see Holtville High School students giving back to their school” said
Mr. Guzman. 

Everyone started at 7 a.m. as the Gas company started to take apart benches to make
new ones. The male students worked on planting three trees in the front of the high
school. This involved measuring the floor to get the right estimate on where the trees are
supposed to be planted. 

Days prior to the event, the utility company came to the school to mark where their
pipes were so that trees wouldn’t planted near those areas. 

As the day went by, the rest of the students planted around 60 flowers under and near
the flagpole. After finishing with that, most of the benches were being finished up and
students started to paint them green. Lastly, hamburgers were made as students finished
cleaning, as a way of thanking everyone who came out that Saturday morning. 

Melissa Torres, a student who helped out to beautify the campus, said, “ It was some-
thing different for students to be more involved with their school and it was nice seeing
students take time out of their Saturday to help out.”HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL students Abigail Garewal, Melissa Torres and

Madison Singh paint newly constructed lunch benches during a Jan. 25 beautifi-
cation event. PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL Viking page continued on page  8



Holtville Tribune Thursday, March 5, 2020  PAGE 7

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

A must for every visit to the
California Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta is the Imperial Valley Gem
and Mineral Society building.
Despite initial appearances, the
history of the group and some of
its senior members can’t really
be measured in geological time
scales.

Paul Steward Jr. said he was
introduced to the Society in 1978
by his father who had by then
already been long-time a mem-
ber. 

Steward explained some of
the history behind the club’s
building, saying, “The club has
always done demonstrations and
shows in the building it is in now.
The building wasn’t always
enclosed like it is now.”

Steward explained the club
originally held meetings in a
smaller building towards the
main entrance of the fairgrounds
and that for many years the

club’s current building lacked
both air-conditioning and a roof.
The building was originally the
tuberculosis sanitarium in
Holtville. 

The Gem and Mineral
Society building and several oth-
ers were moved from Holtville to
the fairgrounds during one of the
fair’s early expansions.

“In the beginning the agree-
ment with the fairgrounds was
we could use the building for
club meetings as long as we did
one rock show every year.”
Steward explained. “Over the
years there was a little difficulty
with different fair managers so
we lobbied to the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors and
got it in writing that we could use
the building.”

Hidden Gem
The Gem and Mineral

Society was founded in 1939 and
since then has always been the
fair’s hidden gem. 

“Allen Maines, the man the
Maines Elementary School in

Calexico was named after, was
one of the original charter mem-
bers of the club,” club Vice
President James Egger added.

Egger shared the story of
how he discovered the Gem and
Mineral Society 20 years ago,
saying, “I just happened to walk
in one fair and heard the club was
going on a group trip to rock
hound in Mexico, so I joined.”

The group later lost its guide
to Mexico and had to cancel the
scheduled trip but by that time he
was hooked, Egger added.

John Pyle is the president of
the club and has been a member
since 2009. 

“I started out in the club to
hang out with my dad because he
was a member of the Gold Club
and as he was getting older I
wanted to be with him when he
went out in the desert,” Pyle said.

Members of the Gem and
Mineral Society have the option
to join the Gold Club, a group
that prospects for gold locally.

I.V. Gem And Mineral Society Popular Fair Staple

MEMBER OF THE Gold Club pan for gold with students from
Cesar Chavez Elementary School at the Imperial Valley Gem
and Mineral Society Building at the Fairgrounds in Imperial on
March 4. Students visited as a part of activities related to the
annual Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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Students Share Thoughts on Community Service

BY LARISSA
WILSON

Community service is a great
thing that helps the community,
but should it be mandatory in
High Schools? Community serv-
ice is something that citizens do
to make our community better
and it's a way to give back. 

Although, it may be as small

as helping an elderly person
across the street, it still helps to
help out. Many people have a
different perspective on this
topic and as to whether it should
be required for Holtville High
School students.

The pros about having stu-
dents do community-service
hours is that it lets them see how
they can have an impact in their
community and how their help

can cause change. When students
do community service they tend
to come out with something pos-
itive and never negative. 

Requiring students to do
community service kind of gets
them out of their comfort zone
and makes them do something
that they would not normally do.
This gives them a little push into
the real world and can influence
them to do this more often and

possibly when they leave high
school too.

Although people may think
that it is good; not all people
believe that and believe the com-
plete opposite. The cons about
community service is that the
school district forces students to
complete the hours. The district
forces us to do community serv-
ice and sets punishments if the
hours are not acquired. 

The punishment that is set is
not being able to participate in
senior activities. These punish-
ments do not encourage a student
later on in life, since students
who have lost their senior activi-
ties for not doing community
service hours will most likely not
perform any hours later on in
life.

Holtville High students were
asked what they thought about
the topic of community service
hours. One might assume that the
majority would disagree with
being required to do community
service but these students’

responses to the topic are surpris-
ing. 

Junior Litzy Velarde said,
“Community Service should be
required because then if it wasn’t
required people would not help
out. Also I think community
service is a good thing because
we get to help the community
that we live in.” 

Another person that has
something to say was junior
Kassandra Fimbres, who noted,
“Community service is a big
thing in which students like our-
selves help the community. But I
don’t know if they should force
us to do something that is known
as a volunteer job.” 

Viking page continued from page six
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Pioneers Recognized For Cardiac Care

STAFF REPORT

BRAWLEY — The American College of
Cardiology has recognized Pioneers Memorial
Hospital for its demonstrated commitment to com-
prehensive, high-quality culture and cardiovascular

care. Pioneers was recently awarded the
HeartCARE Center National Distinction of
Excellence after meeting accreditation criteria and
reporting ongoing performance registry.

To earn this designation, Pioneers staff needed
to meet a set of standards, including participating in
at least two ACC Accreditation Services programs
and a pair of targeted quality-improvement cam-
paigns designed to help hospitals and institutions
close gaps in guideline-based care. 

Along with the title of HeartCARE Center
National Distinction of Excellence, Pioneers earned
the designation of Chest Pain Center v6
Accreditation. This certifies the hospital’s cardio-
vascular teams are focused on efficient and effec-
tive care of acute coronary syndrome (ACS)
patients or patients that arrive or walk into the
Emergency Department with chest pain or other
early heart attack symptoms. 

Gem Fair.............page seven
Looking for precious stones

isn’t the only hobby for one
Society member. Steward is a sil-
versmith and makes his own jew-
elry.

“I learned enough from my
father to get started in silver-
smithing. Then I went out and
studied and took other classes,”
he said.

Steward is willing to teach his
trade to other Gem and Mineral
Club members. The club also
offers classes in making cabo-
chons (polished and shaped
stones) and wire-wrapping jewel-
ry, among other lapidary arts.

Joining the Gem and Mineral
Society is easier than striking it
rich and finding gold in the
desert. Prospective club members
must attend two functions and
pay a $20 fee to join. The society
currently has 50 members and

meets every Wednesday from
September to June.

As the rock hounds spoke in
the Gem and Mineral Building
during the fair they pondered
what has helped the Society
maintain such a long-time pres-
ence at the fair.

“I think it’s peoples love of
Rocks,” Pyle quipped.

Steward chimed in, saying,
“Have you ever seen a kid that
didn’t like rocks? They bring their
parents in. It’s a good for families
and a lot of people love the
opportunity to do something with
their kids.”

One thing is certain, when
looking for precious gems and
minerals in the Imperial Valley,
the only thing you will find better
than the rocks are Gem and
Mineral Society members and
their stories. 

COVID-19....................................page one 
• Stay home when you are sick 
• Avoid close contact with peo-
ple who are sick 
• Cover your cough or sneeze 
• Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces

As part of that advisory,
Stephen Munday, the county pub-
lic health officer and a physician,
warned residents to also be cau-
tious about acting on information
received about COVID-19.

Assess Information
“As this situation progresses,

most will encounter a lot of infor-
mation related to COVID-19 on
social media, television and other
sources,” Munday stated.  “…
please consider the source of the
information you’re receiving.
Sources such as the CDC (federal
Centers for Disease Control),
California Department of Public
Health, and Imperial County
Public Health Department are
continuing to monitor the situa-
tion, are regularly updating their
information, and can be relied on
to provide timely and accurate
information.” 

Meanwhile, organizations
whose operations involve signifi-
cant public contact, such as hos-
pitals, schools and municipali-
ties, are also exploring preventa-
tive measures. 

“Public Health officials con-
tinue to work closely with state
and federal agencies to assess for
COVID-19 in our community,”
Munday added.  

The agency’s “strong partner-
ship” with Baja California Health
officials allows the county to stay
informed regarding the status of
COVID-19 in Mexicali as well,
he added.
Local Preparations Discussed

This newspaper contacted
several local organizations for

comment on their responses to
date to the COVID-19 threat.
Among the responses:

El Centro Regional Medical
Center, Adolphe Edward, chief

executive officer
“ Imperial County does not

have Covid testing capability
which is not un-usual. Samples
are sent to San Diego and results
are back within 48 hrs.
Commercial readily available
testing should be on the scene by
summer. We do involve our
ECRMC infection control if we
feel someone needs testing and
that is what the healthcare sys-
tems do. They will then contact
ICPHD (county Public Health),
who will contact Dr. Steve
Munday if there are any ques-
tions.

As was the case this Friday
(Feb. 28) with the suspected
Covid patient in Mexicali, we
will not be able to block or con-
trol US citizens with Covid com-
ing across the border. The case in
question resulted negative for
Covid (and positive for Flu) just
as she was crossing the border.
And that is as much as we know
today.”

City of Calexico, David Dale,
city manager

Dale said he had nothing to
add because he did not want to
mix messages coming out of the
county.

“We’re in standby mode; wait
and see what happens. Whatever
we do, we want to coordinate
with the county,” Dale explained.

Calexico Unified School
District, Alejandra Limon, public
information officer 

“We are actively working
with the (county) Health
Department and any active infor-
mation from the CDC  with

regards to any steps we need to
take at this moment.

Calexico Unified will follow
CDC guidance, as well as the
guidance from public health
departments at the State and
County levels to keep our student
and staff populations safe and
healthy. We will follow all direc-
tives from these agencies to
reduce exposure in school. It is
the public health department that
decides on quarantines, school
closures, and exclusion policy,
not the school district.”

School officials sent out com-
munications with staff on Feb.
27, posted information to its web-
site and social media on Feb. 28
and sent texts out to parents
March 2 regarding COVID-19
info. 

Imperial County
The county has about 2,400

regular and extra-help employ-
ees. Because job duties and pro-
grams vary significantly from
department to department, it is
impossible to estimate the level
of public interaction or possible
exposure to COVID-19 each
employee has on any given day,
officials stated. 

Although there are differ-
ences with county staff providing
direct services, such as those
identified Public Health staff
conducting disease investiga-
tions, all county staff are advised
to follow the same recommend
best practices to prevent illnesses
as provided to the public.

Imperial County Jail
To control exposure to

inmates currently housed at the
Imperial County Jail, the
Sheriff’s Office, working through
its medical provider, has added
specific COVID-19-related ques-
tions to the screening process as

new inmates are administered
into the system. In addition,
each inmate has regularly sched-
uled medical examinations to
assess their physical and mental
wellbeing. Protective equip-
ment, including gloves and
masks, are provided and worn by
officers and Sheriff staff as need-
ed.

Imperial Valley College,
Elizabeth Espinoza, interim

communications officer
“Imperial Valley College is

currently working in conjunction
with the Imperial County Public
Health Department on develop-
ing a plan regarding our campus
community, should COVID-19,
known as Coronavirus, come to
the Imperial Valley. In an effort to
increase awareness and preven-
tion on our campus, we are close-
ly monitoring developments
involving the outbreak. The col-
lege is communicating to its cam-
pus community the CDC health
guidelines on practicing good
hygiene throughout the campus.”
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare

District, Frank G. Salazar,
director of communications

Is Pioneers doing anything or
implementing any emergency
measures to protect staff against
the spread of COVID-19 or doing
anything COVID-related for the
public, either in Brawley or
Calexico (due to health clinics)?

“In light of the recent out-
breaks occurring around the
nation and abroad, Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District is
following the recommended per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE)
guidelines for employees (about
800 total) in direct contract with
patients presenting and meeting
the CDC screening signs and
symptoms. We expect additional

communications the rest of the
week as the California HHS
(Health and Human Services)
Secretary coordinates with the
CDC on the latest recommenda-
tions to the community, patients,
and care givers. Our team is
working closely with local public
health officials to coordinate and
develop measures to protect our
employees, patients and visitors.” 

What are the COVID-19
related preparations looking like
for the emergency room regard-
ing the public, or at any of the
health centers?

“Efforts are focused on
appropriate screening and treat-
ment of patients, visitor restric-
tions designed to protect employ-
ees, patients and visitors and
surge capacity plans. PMHD also
hosted a briefing with County
Public Health officials, our med-
ical staff and physicians on our
efforts.” 

How many people do PMHD
staffers come in contact with on a
daily basis?

“Census numbers fluctuate as
with any hospital setting, and
we’re asking for everyone to do
their best here and at home by
protecting themselves by wash-
ing hands with soap and water,
avoid touching eyes, nose or
mouth with unwashed hands.
Also, we ask that you avoid close
contact with people who are sick
and to stay away from work and
school if you become sick with
respiratory symptoms like fever
and cough.”

Several contact attempts
resulted in no immediate
response from U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, which over-
sees the Calexico east and west
ports of entry border crossings.



Holtville Tribune, Thursday, March 5, 2020   Page 10

Need to publish your Fictitious Business Name Statement, Order
To Show Cause For Name Change, 

Summons or Probates? Give Us A Call 
(760) 339-4899

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-118
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Imperial Valley Youth Pony
Baseball League
258 E Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
IV At Risk Youth Betterment
Foundation Inc.
721 W Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: January 1, 2020.
Articles of Incorporation:
C3497360
I, Joey Imperial Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Joey Imperial,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 7,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 6, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6318        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27 Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-110
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Villicana Transport
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Humberto Villicana
235 E Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
individual
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: February 5, 2020.
I, Humberto Villicana Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Humberto Villicana,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious

Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 6,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 5, 2025. A
new statement must be filed

prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6319            
Publish: Feb 20, 27, Ma r. 5, 12,
2020  

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CONTRACTOR CALLING FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the COUNTY OF IMPERIAL, California, acting by
and through its Board of Supervisors (hereinafter referred to as "COUNTY"), will
receive up to, but not later than 2:30p.m. on March 20, 2020, sealed bids for the award
of a contract for the proposed project:

IMPERIAL COUNTY AIRPORT CLAIREMONT BUILDING ROOFING
IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT 440 W. ATEN RD, IMPERIAL, CA 92251

COUNTY PROJECT NO. SR6709AIR

The Contractor shall possess a California Contractors C-39 License, at the time
this contract is awarded. Bids shall be received in the office of the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, California 92243, and shall be
opened publicly and read aloud at the above stated time and place.

Each bid package must conform and be responsive to the contract documents, bid sets are
available starting on Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at the following
http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp?fileinc=rfq&newsnumber=0
"Projects out to bid" at no charge and at Public Works, 155 South Eleventh Street, El
Centro, CA, 92243, Phone (442) 265-1818, Monday through Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:00
PM (PDT) for a hard copy set for a fee.  Those desiring to pick up bid sets shall call to
reserve a copy of bid documents to ensure the availability.

A one hundred dollar ($100) non-refundable fee for each hardcopy bid package
set of the contract documents is required.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents will be mailed any addendums
that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening date.

Each bid shall be accompanied by the bid security referred to in the contract documents
and the list of proposed subcontractors in the form of a certified or cashier check or a bid
bond for ten percent (10%) of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

In contracts involving expenditure in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10,000), the suc-
cessful bidder shall file a payment bond in a penal sum at least equal to the full contract
value as awarded.  The bond shall be approved by COUNTY and shall be in the form set
forth in the contract documents.  The successful bidder shall also file a performance bond
in a penal sum at least equal to the full contract value as awarded.

A performance and payment bond must be filed for contracts involving expenditure in
excess of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), and may be required for contracts
involving smaller expenditures at the option of COUNTY.

A Contractor's and Subcontractor's Pre-Bid Conference will be held on the following
date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at:

IMPERIAL COUNTY AIRPORT -CLAIREMONT BUILDING
LOCATED AT: 440 W. ATEN RD, IMPERIAL, CA 92251

Contact Person(s):  Jenell Guerrero, MPA - Administrative Analyst III
Telephone: (760) 604-2162

Marcelo Cortes - Construction Technician
Telephone: (760) 455-6708

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference and Facility Walkthrough is MANDATORY. Any
firm that does not attend the mandatory site visit/briefing shall not be eligible to submit
a bid proposal.

Before submitting a bid, ALL BIDDERS are required to examine the project site and
fully inform themselves as to all existing site conditions and limitations. The bid proposal
shall include the cost of all items necessary for the construction of the Project. Bidder
shall not receive any additional compensation for costs resulting from conditions that
Bidder could have discovered with due diligence prior to submitting a bid.

Any potential bidder whom has been deemed ineligible to perform work on public works
projects pursuant to Labor Code Sections 1777.1 or 1777.7 shall be prohibited from bid-
ding on, being awarded a contract for, or performing work as a subcontractor on this proj-
ect, or any other public works project within the state of California.

COUNTY reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregularities or
informalities in any bids or in the bidding.

All information required by the bid forms must be completely and accurately provided.
Numbers shall be stated in both words and figures where so indicated in the bid forms;
conflicts between a number stated in words and in figures are governed by the words.
Partially completed Bid Proposals, including bid forms with items left blank, or Bid
Proposals submitted on other than the bid forms included herein are non-responsive and
will be rejected.  Bid Proposals not conforming to these instructions for bidders and the
Notice to Contractors Calling for Bids may be deemed nonresponsive and rejected.

Pursuant to Section 20103.8 of the Public Contract Code:  A local agency may require a
bid for a public works contract to include prices for items that may be added to, or
deducted from, the scope of work in the contract for which the bid is being submitted.
Whenever additive or deductive items are included in a bid, the bid solicitation shall
specify which one of the following methods will be used to determine the lowest bid.  In
the absence of a specification, only the method provided by subdivision (a) will be used:

(a) The lowest bid shall be the lowest bid price on the base contract without considera-
tion of the prices on the additive or deductive items. 

A responsible bidder who submitted the lowest bid as determined by this section shall be
awarded the contract, if it is awarded. This section does not preclude the local agency
from adding to or deducting from the contract any of the additive or deductive items after
the lowest responsible bidder has been determined.

ENGINEER'S OPINION OF PROBABLE QUANTITY
BASE BID

Nothing in this section shall preclude the prequalification of subcontractors.

COUNTY hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in
any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consid-
eration for an award.

Pursuant to section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the
County in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the
California Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the general prevailing rate
of per diem wages in the locality in which this work is to be performed for each craft or
type of worker needed to execute the contract which will be awarded to the successful
bidder.

Use the following internet access URL:
http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr/PWD/

Bidders are advised that they may elect to substitute securities for any retention
of funds by the County to ensure performance under the Contract. At the request and
expense of Bidder, securities equivalent to the amount retained shall be deposited with
the County, or with a state or federally chartered bank in this state as the escrow agent,
who shall then return the securities to Bidder once the Project has been completed.

Alternatively, the Bidder may request, and the County shall make payment of
retentions earned directly to the escrow agent at the expense of the Bidder. The Bidder,
at its sole cost and expense, may direct the investment of the payments into securities,
and the Bidder shall receive the interest earned on the investments. Once the Project has
been completed, the Bidder shall receive from the escrow agent all securities, interest and
payments received by the escrow agent from the County.

Securities eligible for investment include those listed in Cal Gov Code § 16430,
bank or savings and loan certificates of deposit, interest-bearing demand deposit
accounts, standby letters of credit, or any other security mutually agreed to by the County
and the Bidder. The Bidder shall be the beneficial owner of any securities substituted for
retained funds and shall receive any interest thereon.

Substitution of securities shall be conducted through an Escrow Agreement sub-
stantially similar to that found in Cal Pub Contract Code § 22300(f).

PLEASE NOTE: Substitution of securities is prohibited where funding for the Project, in
whole or in part, will be provided by the Farmers Home Administration of the United
States Department of Agriculture pursuant to the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act (7 U.S.C. Sec 1921 et seq.) or where otherwise disallowed by federal
law.

Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Legal 5900                                                                    Publish: March 5, 2020
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-36
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Booking Vacation Rentals
1057 F Torres
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Brenda Leticia Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Alberto Arceo Aguilera
1057 F Torres St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 5, 2016.
I,   Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Brenda Leticia Arceo
Aguilera, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 14, 2025. A new

statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5884        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-58
The following person  is conduct-
ing business as:
Mangiamos Pizza
2299 W. Adams Ave. Suite 110
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

888 W. Second St. Suite 230 
Box 58
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Eduardo Gutierrez
861 Oak Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 9, 2020.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Eduardo Gutierrez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 6315        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-121
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
R&R Transport
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
1160 Rosas St. Unit 119
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Ricardo Alexandro Rodriguez
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Ricardo Rodriguez,
Owner

The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 10,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 9, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Lega 5874        
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF WITH-
DRAWAL FROM PARTNER-
SHIP OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
The following person(s) has
(have) withdrawn as a General
Partner(s) from the partnership
operating under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) :  
Pan American Group
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business name
statement for the partnership was
filed in th e office of the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on: May
25, 2016.
The full name and residence
address of the address of the per-
son(s) withdrawing as a part-
ner(s) is(are): 

Armando G. Ramirez
1754 Carr Rd. Ste 203
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signed: Armando G. Ramirez,
Partner
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: January 15, 2020
I hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a correct copy of the origi-
nal on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5880 
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-61
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Growpak
2308 M L King Street
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ana Cristina Ibarra
2297 Caminito Vasto
La Jolla, CA 92037
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature:Ana Cristina Ibarra,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2020
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal 5873        
Publish: Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-97
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Moni’s Insurance Agency
237 Rockwood Ave. Suite 90
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61
San Diego, CA 92154
Full Name of Registrant:
Maria C. Leon
1600 Palm Ave. Spc #61

San Diego, CA 92154
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s)  listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Maria C. Leon
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 3, 2025. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5872       
Publish:  Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-94
The following person  is con-
ducting business as:
Love Store California
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste 101
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Efren Mendez Garcia
121 Hacienda Dr. Ste. 101
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-

menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Jose Efren Mendez
Garcia, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 4,

2020.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 3, 2025. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5881       
Publish:  Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 5,
2020
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YOUNGSTERS ENJOY THE children’s carnival rides at the
Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on March 2. 
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Mid-Winter
Fair 2020
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