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I.C. COVID
Deaths Up to 5,
Positive Cases

Surge, as
Border Rates
Loom Large  

Conditions in Mexicali not
truly known, but virus in Baja
California is expected to greatly
affect Imperial County's efforts
to ease restrictions.

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

As local and state officials
begin to have discussions on
when and how to slowly emerge
from stay-at-home orders and
other mandatory distancing
measures, the number of cases of
COVID-19 infections continued
to escalate in Imperial County
and in Mexicali, home to more
than 1.1 million people.

Imperial County saw one of
its largest single-day surges in
the number of positive cases
when county Public Health
Department data revealed those
who have tested positive went
from 175 total cases to 195 total
cases, with a fifth fatal case of
the virus confirmed, all on April
21. 

Two deaths were reported in
two consecutive days after the
number of fatalities attributed to
the virus had been holding at
three for more than a week,
according to county Public
Health information.

The latest death was an elder-
ly patient formerly hospitalized
in Baja California with multiple
underlying health problems who 

Continued on page 8

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

For its loyal members, the Woman's Club
of Holtville has taken on the status of a land-
mark institution and has proven itself a treas-
ured refuge, especially in light of the shelter-
in-place orders from Gov. Gavin Newsom last
month that has kept the thriving group from
meeting. 

Since gatherings of 10 or more are people
have been indefinitely suspended to halt the
spread of the coronavirus, members of the
Woman's Club have demonstrated a resource-
fulness to confront the isolation rather than
acquiesce to the lockdown.

"It's not a real hardship, but socially, I
miss these ladies and I miss our bridge
games," admitted Deb Thornburg, club presi-
dent. "But it would truly be harder without the
Internet."

Club meetings and activities have been
curtailed until the state or the county Public
Health Department gives an all-clear to
resume public gatherings again.

Thornburg has been averaging once-a-
week email to the membership to keep them
posted on each other's activities. So far, the
club has missed April's meeting and will like-
ly forego May's monthly meeting.

Cancelled Events Mean Less Social
Outreach

"We'll miss our May yard sale and can-
celed the March spaghetti dinner, one of our
major fundraisers," she said. "Along with our
soup and sweets dinner (held February and
March), we usually raise from $1,000 to
$1,200 per event that goes back into club
activities. Fortunately, we're still in a good

place financially. And only a few of us lack
email, but we manage to contact everyone."

Those fundraisers also support the
Woman's Club three scholarship funds. 

The first is a general scholarship for those
graduating Holtville High School. The second 

Continued on page 3

Holtville Woman’s Club Members     File Photo

Holtville's Bradley-Keffer Aux. Churns Out Viral Masks Like Liberty Ships
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The battle against the coronavirus has
been called the latest global war, and similar
to America's "Greatest Generation,"
Holtville's American Legion auxiliary Unit
138 has responded in the spirit of Rosie the
Riveter, icon of those on the assembly line in
World War II defense plants.

Karen Gibbs, president of the Bradley-
Keffer auxiliary Unit 138, has had her Singer
sewing machine more than 40 years, but

Continued on page 5

Coping With COVID: Paty Hurtado's Road
To Recovery Comes With Message

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

CALEXICO - Paty Hurtado is
on the mend. She's got her easy
laugh and her bubbly spirit back,
but she's still a little weakened and
has a lingering cough being treated
with a nebulizer.

Still considered one of the 120
or so "active cases" of coronavirus 

Continued on page 8

* Response rates as of
April 20

United States 50.7%
California            51.9%
Imp County         41.3%
Calexico 45.7%
Brawley 48.2%
El Centro 48.0%
Holtville 57.4%
Imperial 52.9%

SEE STORY ON
PAGE 3

Stay-at-Home Order Affects Thriving
Holtville Social Network

Woman's Club of Holtville stays electronically connected but members yearn for
in-person get-togethers.

Left, Bob
Candland,

Boyce Aten Am.
Legion Post 25

member,
accepts face

masks from
Karen Gibbs,
president of

Bradley-Keffer
Am. Legion

Auxiliary Unit
138, who pro-

duced the masks
in Holtville,

April 17.

Paty Hurtado and
Enrique Verdugo:
Enrique Verdugo,

51, and Paty
Hurtado, 59, of

Calexico, have been
married for 28

years. Paty is recov-
ering from COVID-

19. She and
Enrique have been
in isolation in their
home since around

March 20. 
COURTESY

PHOTO

This Week



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

As businesses and organiza-
tions throughout the country
adjust to a new manner of oper-
ations amid this coronavirus
pandemic, the Holtville
Chamber of Commerce, too, has
adapted to difficult circum-
stances to continue to serve its
members.

The chamber has closed its
office until the shelter-in-place
order is lifted and is arranging
in-person visits by appointment.

"I'm working 10 hours a
week, and I've had the Chamber
of Commerce number forward
all calls to my cell," said Rosie
Allegranza, interim chamber
chief executive officer. "I'm
answering emails and doing
COOs (certificates of origin)
that verifies the point of sale for
ag businesses who ship over-
seas."

Allegranza also checks con-
tinually on restaurants and busi-
nesses to alert the community
about reduced hours of opera-
tion or closures. Regrettably,
some favorite civic events have
been tabled, and Allegranza con-
tacted chamber member Ross
Daniels by speaker phone in her
office to confirm which events
may be salvaged.

"Derby Days was originally
scheduled for April 24 (Imperial
Valley Swiss Club), but we're
waiting to see what Imperial
County or the state is going to
do," said Daniels. "If it goes out
two months or more, it may be
canceled until next year. We're
waiting to see what happens, if it
happens."

"Easter in the Park," also
known as the city's Easter-egg
hunt, could be rescheduled to
May and renamed "Spring in the
Park," explained Allegranza. If
it is necessary to wait until June,
the chamber may include the ice
cream social typically held that
month. Daniels added that the
second annual pulled pork and
corn hole competition could be
rescheduled for May or June, if
the chamber gets an all-clear
signal from the Imperial County
Public Health Department.

Notable Holtville businesses
have adopted reduced hours,
including Cooper West
Insurance. They have employees
work staggered hours with some
in the morning, others in the
afternoon, while still others
work from home.

"Los Cerritos restaurant had
to let two employees go," said
Allegranza. "And Las Palmitas

had to let go one employee.
Carlos (Contreras, owner) told
me he normally does 100 orders
a day, but the last couple of
weeks it was down to 10 to 12
per day."

Other venues also experi-
ence hardship. George's Pizza
has seen a slide in business, but
the eatery delivers for customers
in special circumstances, such as
those with no transportation,
unable to leave their house or
who are ill, noted Allegranza.

"All the restaurants I've
talked to said they're hurting,"
she said. "And Jack Vessey was
interviewed on OAN (One
America News Network). He
said restaurants are not ordering,
and it's not worth hiring people
to harvest, pack and ship pro-
duce. He's laid off 150 to 200
(people)."

Vessey told OAN in an April
16 article on its website, "You
put your blood, sweat and tears
into a crop. …To just disc it into
the ground: It's painful."

Another phenomenon is the
popularity of services such as
Instacart, especially for a rural
community where it saves gas
and time to have groceries deliv-
ered as opposed to driving into
El Centro.

"Another thing I'd like to
remind people is support our
Holtville businesses,"
Allegranza urged. "A lot of peo-
ple will go out to a restaurant
twice a week. Now you can
order take out twice a week."

Allegranza had praise for
Parker's Pharmacy across from
the chamber. She commended
the business for keeping med-
ications and medical supplies
well stocked and for reminding
customers when they need a
refill.

But even the pharmacy's
business is down, said Anuj
Shukla, pharmacist and owner.
He tries not to have more than
four customers at a time in the
store because the important
thing right now is to take care of
ourselves, he said.

"Phone orders is what we
would like right now," said
Shukla. "We don't know much
about the coronavirus. So, we
stay here so you can shop from
home."

Also, the chamber has com-
piled a list of restaurants and
venues with food service and
their hours of operation.
George's Pizza is open after-
noons to 8 p.m. weekdays and 9
p.m. weekends. Las Palmitas is
open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. every
day. Los Cerritos is open 8 a.m.

to 7 p.m. every day. Holtville
Taco Shop is open 6 a.m. to 7
p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays. Donut Avenue is
open 24 hours every day.
Raspados Cuchis is open 2 p.m.
to 8 p.m. every day.

Meanwhile, Caddies Sports
Tavern is closed, as is Hot Rods
& Beer, Wong's Kitchen
Chinese Food and D'Lupitas
Restaurant.

For further information on
business schedules, people can
phone the chamber: 760- 356-
2923 or email: rosie@holtvil-
lechamber.org

"Right now, we want to do
our part buying locally or gift
cards that can be used later on,"
she stressed. "Holtville is very
giving and we're fortunate to
live in a town like this where we
all support each other."
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Week of April 20th
The Whole-Brain Child: Revolutionary Strategies to Nurture Your

Child’s Developing Mind
(Originally aired on January 2015)

Your toddler throws a tantrum in the middle of a store. Your preschooler
refuses to get dressed. Your fifth-grader sulks on the bench instead of play-
ing on the field. Do children conspire to make their parents’ lives endlessly
challenging? No, it’s just their developing brain calling the shots!  Daniel J.

Siegel, neuropsychiatrist and author of the bestselling book Mindsight,
explains the new science of how a child’s brain is wired and how it matures.

Dan Siegel, MD
Psychiatrist and Author Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at UCLA School of

Medicine, Founder and Co-Director of the UCLA Mindful Awareness
Research Center

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 20 de abril 2020
El Cerebro Infantil: Estrategias Revolucionarias de Nutrir la Mente en

Desarrollo de su Hijo
(Originalmente transmitido en enero del 2015)

Su niño tiene una rabieta en medio de una tienda. Su niño en edad prescolar
se niega a vestirse. Su niño de quinto grado se enfurruña en la banca en vez
de jugar en el campo. ¿Los niños conspiran para hacer la vida de sus padres
infinitamente difíciles? No! Es solo su desarrollo cerebral tomando las deci-
siones. Daniel J. Siegel, neuropsiquiatra y autor del libro mas vendido, titula-
do Mindsight (en Inglés), nos explica la nueva ciencia de como esta conecta-

do el cerebro de un niño y como madura.

Dr. Dan Siegel
Psiquiatra Profesor Clínico en la Escuela de Medicina de UCLA, Fundador y

Co-director del Centro de Investigación de la Atención Mental en UCLA

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

APR 23: Audrey Turner, Daryle Brown, Cole Contreras, Collin
DuPre. Mary Jane Kirchenbauer
APR 24: Jeffrey Jessee, Katrina Rose Bornt, Lee Farris†
APR 25: Katie Cameron Brady, Allison Chandler, Peggy Rubin 
Maston, Jared Britschgi, Hanna Emery, Ryan Wasson, David 
Hilfiker, Frank Irogoyen
APR 26: Douglas Jon Iten, Michael Gettle, Robert De La Rosa III
APR 27: Hal King, Jeremy Ming
APR 28: Alan Fjeldsted
APR 29: Sherry Milano, Dina Patzloff, Jamie Strahm
APR. 30: Rick Ludwig,  Shayne Brady, Aspen Silva, Thea Tremaine

Anniversaries
APR 23: Mr & Mrs. Jim Kenny
APR 25: Mr. & Mrs. George Morris
APR 26: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Boston
APR 27: Mr. & Mrs. Blake Plourd, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hulsey
APR 29: Mr. & Mrs. Norberto Irungaray Jr.

How Holtville Chamber is Helping Local Businesses During COVID Crisis

Holtville Chamber of Commerce Easter Egg Hunt  File Photo

IID Recognized As Reliable Public Power Provider
STAFF REPORT

Imperial Irrigation District
has earned a "Reliable Public
Power Provider (RP3)" designa-
tion from the American Public
Power Association for providing
reliable and safe electric service,
according to a district press
release issued April 21.  

IID was awarded a "diamond"
designation, the highest achieve-
ment possible under the associa-
tion's assessment. The status sig-
nifies that the IID has met over
98 percent of the total evaluation
criteria, the press release states. 

IID joins more than 278 pub-
lic power utilities nationwide that
hold the RP3 designation, which

recognizes public power utilities
that demonstrate proficiency in
four key disciplines: reliability,
safety, workforce development
and system improvement.
Criteria include sound business
practices and a utility-wide com-
mitment to safe and reliable
delivery of electricity.

"We are proud to be recog-
nized for this distinguished
honor," said Marilyn Gilbert,
manager of IID's Energy
Department. "Our mission is to
provide reliable, efficient and
affordably priced energy to the
community. The Diamond desig-
nation demonstrates that commit-
ment to our customers." 

Receiving an RP3 designation
"demonstrates a utility's commit-

ment to implementing industry
best practices in utility opera-
tions," said Aaron Haderle, chair
of the America Public Power
Association's RP3 Review Panel
and manager of Transmission and
Distribution Operations at
?Kissimmee Utility Authority. In
addition to the national and local
recognition as a safe, reliability
utility, the district could also
experience financial benefits
from the designation, such as
improved bond ratings or savings
on workers compensation and
insurance, which in turn, helps
the district maintain low electric-
ity rates, the release stated. 

The designation, made in
April, lasts for three years.



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Although high hopes for the
accuracy of the 2020 Census
have been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the dead-
line for the count has been
extended three months and
efforts are underway to get back
on track, according to county
officials.

The U.S. Census Bureau has
revised the count deadline from
July 31 to Oct. 31, said Esperanza
Colio Warren, deputy chief exec-
utive officer for Imperial County
and head of the local complete
count census committee.

Census officials will resume
field operations locally, meaning
they will go door to door, starting
June 1, according to the bureau,
Colio Warren said.

In the meantime, local count
efforts are being pushed online
and through telephone banks
being operated by local volunteer
groups, Colio Warren said April
20.

"We have three partners,
Comite Civico, the (Imperial
Valley) LGBT Resource Center
and Campesinos Unidos), (that)
have volunteers with a cell phone
… available to help people with
the hotline," Colio Warren said.
"People feel more confident call-
ing someone in their own lan-
guage and having someone help
them complete the question-
naire."

Warren explained the U.S.

Census Bureau is tracking
response rates weekly by loca-
tion. Official count efforts got
under way in late March. As of
April 20, Imperial County's
response rate is at 41.3 percent,
Colio Warren said. California is
at 51.9 percent. 

"We are receiving some in the
mail, but most is online," she
added.

Colio Warren shared why
some may be apprehensive about
completing the census question-
naire.

"People are afraid of being
deported if they are non-citizens.
I came to Imperial County from
Mexicali when I was 21. The
rules are different in the U.S. The
way the system works is differ-
ent. I spent nine years in school
here, so now I can relate how
people are afraid of the system
and that is why the hotline is so
important," she said.

Colio Warren spoke about
how the COVID pandemic has
drastically affected the county
census committee's ability to
complete the 2020 census.

"The plan was to send people
door to door and set up kiosks all
over the Imperial County, but we
had to stop that to prevent the
spread of COVID," she said.

Imperial County and its part-
ners in the 2020 Census shut
down the planned 31 informa-
tional kiosks located at different
locations in Imperial County
along with all canvassing activi-
ties and events.

"This is a difficult situation
for us because we have to stop
our canvassing. We received
funding from the Imperial
County, and it is our job to use
partners to help us to complete
the census. Because of the coron-
avirus, we are missing opportuni-
ties to go into the communities
and help people complete the
census by providing computers,
internet and resources to com-
plete the census," she said.

To complete the 2020 Census,
v i s i t
www.imperialcounty.org/census-
2020. For further assistance, con-
tact the Imperial County 2020
census hotline at 442-265-0244.

Ricardo Ortega, a special
projects manager with
Neighborhood House in
Calexico, was one of the leads on
a Calexico subcommittee formed
to increase the count in the city
through door-to-door canvassing.
He said the virus ended all of
that.

"We did a lot of volunteer
canvassing and we were ready to
start kiosk centers and had
already bought laps tops when
the whole coronavirus thing start-
ed and that brought everything to
a stop," he said. 

Ortega encourages residents
to complete the census through
the internet, telephone and mail.

"We had a good plan to start,
but everything went topsy turvy
when the virus started," he added.

Ortega said he thinks the
extended deadline for the count
isn't enough time to recover from
the time lost by the virus.

"The date to complete the
census should be pushed back
even further because we still have
to have direct contact with people
to encourage them to participate.
Hopefully, they will push it even
further back to the end of the
year," he added.
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Woman’s Club....from page one
supports any student going into a
medical field including nursing.
The third, assists adults returning
to college to get into a different
field or college juniors or seniors
needing a little help. 

Typically, the fund is large
enough to provide three scholar-
ships in each category. 

"We'll miss the ceremony in
May, but our scholarship chair,
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer, will noti-
fy the recipients and mail each a
check," said Thornburg.

She also informs members
about others dealing with a health
issue or club budget updates. 

"We just had a member move
back to Boston," Thornburg said.
"And I recently found we had a
leak in the roof, so I already talked
to a contractor who recommended
we wait for the warmer weather so
the slurry seal will seep into the
cracks more efficiently."

Members Devote More Time
to Hobbies

Although an active Woman's
Club member, even with more idle
time, Bunny Hartshorn finds there
are still not enough hours in the
day. She cares for her three indoor
cats as well as 11 feral cats whose
leftover bowls she was cleaning
from her patio when contacted by
phone.

"A group of us from St. Paul's
Church quilter's club are sewing
surgical masks and donating them
to AccentCare," said Hartshorn.
"But Deb is staying in touch by
email and phone."

For longtime member Wanda
Layton, family fills the barren
social space. Her son, Larry,
accompanied her on a trip to the
Tumco mines north of Felicity in
eastern Imperial County recently.

A boom town of 500 people
from 1880 to 1900, when gold min-
ing was still good, the nearby set-
tlement is a ghost town now. She
then visited her son, Richard, who
was camping nearby with his wife
and their grandchildren, where they
can see the mines off in the dis-
tance. 

"I call some of the members,
Virginia Munger; she's 102 years
old now," said Layton, "She loves
her bridge games. And gosh, yes, I
miss the bridge games, too. It's get-
ting a little boring being at home.
But I got a big yard and I love
doing yard work more than house-
work. I also love reading myster-
ies." 

Ruth Chambers, an avid gar-
dener who also volunteers to keep

up the Woman's Club with plants
ringing the front of the building
and has been doing a little trim-
ming of her home potted plants
since the early April rains spurred
considerable growth.

"I do a lot of Kalanchoe (a suc-
culent flowering plant); it tolerates
a lot of heat and it's just blooming,"
said Chambers. "It's mostly in red
but I got cuttings from Dorothy
Kelly that I grew in pots."

Day Trips a Chance to
Rediscover Valley's Beauty

Chambers has filled her time
this spring taking day trips on
county Route S2 north of Ocotillo
to see the Rock Daisy and Monkey
Flower plants going up to Blair
Valley. She also drove toward
Anza-Borrego Springs on S2 fol-
lowing the route the Pony Express
riders formerly took. 

"The Desert Lavender smells
beautiful along the S2 and there's
lots of it," said Chambers. "And the
Desert Five Spot is pink with
magenta spots and delicate leaves,
similar to begonias, one of the
majestic wildflowers."

Meanwhile, for the final
Woman's Club meeting on March
11, they had an outing to Brawley
to visit Joanie Moore, who has
been on the Cattle Call Rodeo
Committee since 1988.

"Her father competed in roping
events and she was a former Cattle
Call Queen," Chambers said. "We
drove around the arena, which is
very popular now with people get-
ting out their houses for their exer-
cise."

Pam Edwards, who helps run
the Carrot Festival cooking compe-
tition, praised Thornburg for send-
ing out emails. Edwards texts and
emails other members but admits
she cannot contact everybody.

She noted many of the
Woman's Club members are at
heightened risk to the pandemic
because of their age and must take
the stay-at-home orders seriously.
Yet she explained it will be great
when they can all gather in their
usual group again once guidelines
can be modified.

"I live out in the country and I
got family who help deliver gro-
ceries," said Edwards. "And they
brought my grandkids over and
they all waved from my front yard.
I have one granddaughter who read
to me a favorite story on the
FaceTime app. But I'm a big hug-
ger, and I really miss hugging
everybody."

Deadline for U.S. Census Extended Three
Months to Oct. 31; County Efforts Underway

Cops continue COVID-related
efforts, 'potential scams' 
create added wrinkle

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Calexico continues to get its fair
share of complaints about large
groups of people defying health
orders to cover up their faces --- the
implication being the groups are
Mexican essential workers --- but so
far none of the claims have been sub-
stantiated, the police chief said
recently.

Patrolling downtown Calexico in
his police cruiser the afternoon of
April 17, Chief Gonzalo Gerardo
spoke to a reporter on speaker phone
about the false reports coming into
his department that farmworkers and
others are not adhering to the county
health officer's April 10 order requir-
ing members of the public to wear
face coverings at all times to limit the
spread of coronavirus.

"I'm downtown right now and
everybody's covered up," Gerardo
said, describing how he passed a bus
stop where a pair of men sat on a
bench, one wearing a covering over
his mouth and nose, the other with a
mask around his chin as he drank
from a water bottle.

"You go anywhere, you're going
to find people without face cover-
ings," Gerardo said. There is a per-
ception that it's rampant "only in
Calexico" due to the number of
essential workers from Mexico pres-
ent in the city daily to work in farm
labor and other jobs, he said. 

"It's not true," Gerardo added.
Recently, someone forwarded a

complaint to the chief that a group of
50 people were gathered at Donut
Avenue last week in downtown
Calexico and none of them were
wearing face coverings. But Gerardo
said his overnight/morning sergeant
followed up and checked on the busi-
ness, saying that the men and women
waiting to go out into the fields to
work were almost all covered up.

Likewise, when they returned
from the fields and gathered to cash
their checks at local money-exchange
businesses, police found most were
covered up then, too, Gerardo said.

A few days after Dr. Stephen
Munday issued his order, Gerardo
said calls started coming into the
department from people in businesses
reporting groups uncovered inside
local businesses like Walmart and
Food4Less. Again, he said, officers
checked out the reports and found
them to be unfounded. 

On April 12, members of the
Calexico Police Officers Association
posted photos to the association
Facebook and Instagram pages show-
ing them responding to the unfound-
ed reports at Walmart.

Gerardo said since April 10,
police have only issued one citation
to someone not wearing a face cover-
ing, and that was a ticket added to an
arrest made of a man attempting to
steal a motorcycle.

Although Munday's health order
specifically stated violations of the
covering requirement are punishable
by up to a $1,000 fine or 90 days in
jail, Munday acknowledged during a
press conference April 12 that mem-
bers of the public were expected to
do the right thing and that enforce-
ment would likely be educational in
nature. That is exactly what is bear-
ing out at this point.

"We're mostly in education mode
and issuing reminders. That's not to
say we won't enforce," Gerardo said,
but police are still focused on educa-
tion.

El Centro Police Tracking

Complaints
It is the same for El Centro Police

Chief Brian Johnson, whose officers
are tracking the complaints but
almost entirely engaged in education
efforts.

"We've been very proactive want-
ing to get that message out on the
order for a face cover," Johnson said
April 17.

He said officers responded to
some 35 calls for service regarding
face coverings through April 16, only
issuing one "written warning cita-
tion" that final day after police issued
a verbal warning to an individual in
the morning, and then gave the same
person a written warning in the after-
noon when it became clear he was
purposefully not wearing the cover-
ing in the presence of police.

Johnson said on April 17 com-
mand staff went to banks and super-
markets in El Centro to issue "final
warnings" to those businesses about
their responsibilities to ensure cus-
tomers inside those facilities were
wearing face coverings and practic-
ing social distancing. 

After a few complaints came in
over the weekend about an excess of
visitors to El Centro's Bucklin Park
who were not wearing facial cover-
ings, Johnson said that officers did go
out and tell families and others using
the park April 18 and 19 to cover up.
He said it appeared most if not all
were practicing social distancing.

Johnson explained enforcement
on some of these calls is being han-
dled tactfully, as people grow frus-
trated with being confined to their
homes.

He added that El Centro has not
received any complaints in two to
three weeks of businesses price-
gouging, reports that have never been
substantiated either.

"It appears everyone is comply-
ing," he said.

Gerardo in Calexico and Imperial
County Sheriff Ray Loera also are
not getting price-gouging reports any
longer. They are also not getting
many reports of people not practicing
social distancing or nonessential
businesses trying to reopen.

"I do believe that most people are
taking this seriously. They are fol-
lowing the news, following the warn-
ings, people are conscious of the
directions they are being asked to
take," Loera said April 17.

California did take a lot of heat
with such early stern measures, Loera
said, "but kudos to Gov. Gavin
Newsom," who instituted the manda-
tory orders just over four weeks ago.

"I think California jumped on it
… I'm personally very glad the
Governor took these steps, and it
looks like it has had a positive
effect," Loera said, referring to the
lower-than-predicted number of
COVID infections and deaths in the
state.

"The beauty is we're resilient as a
community," Johnson added.
"Everybody is doing their part to end
this pandemic."

Police on Lookout for New
Scam

Meanwhile, a new wrinkle in the
myriad of coronavirus-related
enforcement issues occurring in
Calexico and across Imperial County
is a "potential insurance scam" going
door-to-door among multiple cities'
senior populations, Gerardo said.

A group dressed from head to toe
in personal protective equipment are
claiming to represent a doctor from
Indio who is offering COVID testing.

Continued on page 6

Esperanza Colio Warren

FILE PHOTO

Census
Deadline

Extended Three
Months
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Covid-19 Effects on Viking Student Athletes Life of An HHS Quarantine Student
BY ARIANNA VENEGAS

Holtville High School is
known to have a lot of student ath-
letes that work hard and have dedi-
cation to the sports that they are
doing. Sadly, those student athletes
have now stopped sports due to a
major problem that has gone world-
wide. The problem that has stopped
sports is COVID-19 or better
known as the coronavirus. 

This virus is very dangerous
for people with respiratory prob-
lems and elders. But why has that
stopped student athletes from doing
sports? 

Well, it is not just sports that
have been postponed or canceled,
it's also gatherings such as parties,
concerts, department stores and
dining restaurants. There are not
supposed to be groups of people
anywhere now because if one per-
son has the virus, it can spread to
the others. 

The infected person may not
know they have the virus because
they might not show symptoms, but
still be contagious. It may not affect
all students, but if they have this
virus it can spread to family mem-
bers and really affect their elders,
which have a higher chance of
dying. 

That is why gatherings have
been canceled, to stop the virus

from spreading and getting to eld-
ers or people with respiratory prob-
lems. School activities and school
itself has now been canceled and all
students have been sent to stay
home until after Spring Break.

Gael Quintero, a sophomore
student athlete from Holtville High
School, has explained how this
whole situation has affected him.
Since late February, Gael began his
track season practicing for the 800
and the 4x4 relay. 

He states, "The coronavirus
has affected me because now I can't
go out. I don't want to be affected
and it has stopped our season." 

Was he ready for the season to
end all of a sudden? 

He answers, "I was not pre-
pared for this, it came out of
nowhere. It was mentioned but no
one was ready to take it seriously." 

If these students do go back to
school, he hopes for the season to
continue because he felt like he was
cut off short. 

Kaylee Hawk, a freshman,
was ready for her first softball sea-
son as a Viking athlete, but that did-
n't last long for her and other fresh-
man athletes. 

"Coronavirus has canceled
our sports and it is very sad that it
happened, but it was a good reason
because the virus does spread very
quickly," Kaylee said.

She then continues, "I kind of

was ready for sports to be canceled
because since other schools were
canceling sports, I knew that ours
had to be canceled soon." 

With all of this happening, she
says she is prepared once she goes
back to school to play sports again,
"I do have hope, you should never
lose hope and never give up."

Now what about the seniors?
It was their last year to represent
HHS for one last season, to show
that they "Bleed Green and Gold!" 

Senior Esmeralda Venegas
states, "The way that this virus has
affected, is that this year was my
last year to do a sport. It prevented
me from competing in swim. No
one was prepared for this at all. It
just snuck up on us. We didn't know
what was to come and what will
change." 

She does hope for the season
to continue once they go back to
school. "All students and athletes
should get the chance to finish what
they have started," she states.

This is only a tiny portion of
statements from our Viking ath-
letes. Other opinions and state-
ments can vary to how the coron-
avirus has affected them.
Hopefully, this situation can come
to an end as soon as possible
because things have changed a lot
very quickly.

HHS Students React Toward School Closing Down and Shift to Online Learning
BY HECTOR SOTO

The coronavirus was first discovered in Wuhan, China,
in December 2019. Ever since, the disease has spread
worldwide. Holtville High School has moved to online
school until April 20 to try and stop COVID-19 from
spreading. 
Teachers assign work for students on Google class-
room, and students have to turn in the assignment
through their assigned Chromebooks. Some students
may think that this is a vacation, but it is the complete
opposite. All students are supposed to stay at home and
stay safe. 
Holtville High School student Salvador Paniagua stat-
ed, "I love online school. I get to wake up at whatever

time I feel like, I get to take breaks from homework
whenever I feel like it, and if I finish my homework
early, I'm done for that day."
Some students are having a tougher time with online
school. Holtville High School student Alvin Cordova
stated, "It frustrates me so much. The work is hard. I
like to learn physically. I never thought that I would say
this, but I want to go back to regular school." 
The COVID-19 pandemic is not a joke, students need to
take precautions and be safe. The virus is killing many
people throughout the world and is still spreading rap-
idly. The best thing for students to do at the moment is
to stay in their houses and wash their hands. It is impor-
tant for HHS students to not only think about them-
selves, but to also think about keeping everyone around
them safe as well.

By HHS Viking 
Journalism Staff

Being in quarantine is really
boring, especially for a high
school student. All you do is stay
in bed and do homework all day
long. It can also get really stress-
ful, because it's a lot easier said
than done. The good part is that
teachers give students extended
dates on assignments. 

From what I have heard
from my peers, they have said
that they do not like this quaran-
tine, especially with classes
online and the campus closed.
They feel like COVID-19 has
taken their prom, graduation,
grad night and summer away

from them. 
Being a junior and not being

able to go to my first prom sucks
because I want to know what it
feels like going to a formal
dance. I also feel bad for this
year's seniors because they did
their four years of high school
and now they can't have their last
prom, last game, last everything.
They've worked so hard for this
moment that they probably can't
even walk on their graduation
because of quarantine. 

This being my first-ever
year being in a marching band, I
wanted to experience my first
festival and my first drumline
festival. Our Junior class of 2021
is also the first-ever class to not
have to take any state testing until
our senior year. I like that idea,
but at the same time, that means
we are going to be extra busy
next year with applying to col-
lege and taking tests and making
sure we graduate. 

At the end of day, everyone
is hopefully indoors and safe.
Remember everyone, it is going
to be better, we just have to work
together to make it happen. 



recently used it mainly for small
mending work. 

On April 16 and 17, though,
she produced 20 masks for the
Imperial County Emergency
Operation Center.

"I think it's wonderful to sew
for the county and we (Unit 138)
feel good to know we're helping
donate masks for those in need,"
said Gibbs. "It was hard at first to
feed the elastic through the materi-
al, but it's easy once I got the hang
of it. I now finish in 15 minutes. I
use a zig-zag stitch, so the elastic
won't get loose. And we pleat (fan
shape) them so they fold out over
the entire face."

Gibbs' mother, also her 4-H
leader in grammar school, taught
her to sew so well that Gibbs won a
4-H first-place ribbon for a skirt
she produced. 

On April 17, Gibbs and fellow
Unit 138 members Hellen Wilson
and Sarah Tumbaga brought a total
of 41 completed masks to
American Legion Post 138 and
another 15 are ready for delivery
from Brandy Butler, as Molly
Estrada and Joan Carey assisted
with cutting mask materials donat-
ed by Angie Garcia, which were all
turned over to Bob Candland. 

Candland, a member of the
Imperial Valley Patriotic Planning
Committee, is liaison among the
county EOC and the Boyce Aten
American Legion Post 25 in El
Centro.

"We are the interface between

the people who make the masks
and the end users," said Candland.
"People can drop them off or mask
materials at Post 25 (569
Broadway, El Centro) Monday
through Friday between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. … We give them to John
Gay (Imperial County Public
Works director) at the Imperial
County EOC so any agency who
needs masks can arrange through
John to receive them."

Wilson had diligently worked
on her masks the prior three days. 

"They're done by hand," she
said. "I was a middle daughter and
I got a lot of hand-me-downs, so
you appreciate what you can get.
My mother made some of my
clothes. But then she taught me to
sew and I learned to enjoy sewing
by hand."

Tumbaga has been a Unit 138
member for just one year, yet when
Gibbs asked her to pitch in with the
masks she stepped up to the plate.

"I was already making masks
for my family," she recalled. "My
husband, Greg, drives a truck for
Havens & Sons. But I know people
hardly ever sew anymore. But I
thought, I could make masks for
Imperial County."

Operation Victory Virus,
which Post 25 conceived, aims to
produce 1,000 masks, Candland
said. 

The American Legion is
based on four pillars, and one of
them is to take care of the commu-
nity, he explained. Candland added

that the Post 25 Disaster
Preparedness and Response Team
was activated in light of the coron-
avirus. 

"I have a saddle company
which still has a 1946 stitching
machine, and 12 volunteers are
using it to make masks now, and
we also have a team to wash and
iron material to produce the
masks," he said. "The people of the
county didn't bat an eye and went
right to work. There are multiple
groups working on their own. This
is a hometown effort with great
people working for everybody."

Meanwhile, the masks are
made to Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention guidelines.
Gibbs downloaded the face mask
tutorial from the CDC website to
her smart phone.

"When my daughter, Misty,
heard about the masks, she told me,
'the home-made masks are awe-
some; I'm so proud of you,'" Gibbs

recalled. "I taught her and my
daughter, Carrie, to sew."

Gibbs said she is a bit stressed
from the sheltering-in-place orders
and regrets not being able to get
together with other auxiliary mem-
bers. They already canceled their
April auxiliary meeting.

"And we missed taking Easter
baskets to the Valley Blossom Inn
veterans," she said. "We just lost
Alejandro Cota and Ron
Hennessey, so were down to five."

Also of vital importance is
Poppy Month that occurs every
May. American Legion auxiliaries
across the U.S. produce red crepe-
paper poppies for sale, a reminder
of major combat operations in the
Flanders poppy fields during World
War I. In 1921 the auxiliary initiat-
ed the program to help the disabled
and hospitalized veterans. This
year they may have to rely on U.S.
Post Office deliveries to fund-raise. 
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Woman’s Auxiliary....................................................from page one

SARAH TUMBAGA (from right), Helen Wilson and Karen
Gibbs, all members of the Holtville American Legion auxiliary
Unit 138, work on face masks to protect against coronavirus on
April 17.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

KAREN GIBBS, president of
Auxiliary Unit 138, displays
face mask she sewed to protect
against coronavirus in
Holtville, April 17.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2019-00810-CA
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
Property Address: 228 La Paz Drive,
Imperial, CA 92251

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 10/23/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Delia Celaya, A Single Woman and
Javier Zapata, A Single Man, as Joint
Tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/02/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-052065 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 06/12/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: Main Entrance Imperial
County Courthouse, 939 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
237,909.96
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 228 La Paz Drive, Imperial, CA
92251
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reasonable estimat-
ed costs, expenses and advances at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 237,909.96.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total
debt.
If the Trustee is unable to
convey title for any reason,
the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall
be the return of monies paid
to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed
of Trust has executed and
delivered to the undersigned a
written request to commence
foreclosure, and the under-
signed caused a Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to
be recorded in the county
where the real property is
located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S

SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this prop-
erty lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be
bidding on a lien, not on the

property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you are or
may be responsible for paying off all liens sen-
ior to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge you a fee for this
information. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-

960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices
/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2019-00810-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 8, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
_____________________________________
___________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8945

T.S. No.: 2017-03673-CA
A.P.N.: 048-212-019-000
Property Address: 656 Gilmour Street,
Brawley, CA 92227

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED
COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT
ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO
THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 09/14/2005. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Richard Daniel Rodriguez and
Sharlene Marie Rodriguez, Husband and
Wife as Joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 09/27/2005 as
Instrument No. 2005-038846 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 06/12/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE,

939 W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
186,387.94

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON
A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAV-
INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAV-
INGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation
of real property: 656 Gilmour Street,
Brawley, CA 92227
A.P.N.: 048-212-019-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liabil-
ity for any incorrectness of the street address
or other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s),
advances, under the terms of said Deed of
Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the proper-
ty to be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the ini-

tial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 186,387.94.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the open-
ing bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to the prop-
erty. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a cour-
tesy to those not present at the sale. If you
wish to learn whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this property, you
may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet
Web site
ht tp: / /www.al t isource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeService
s.aspx using the file number assigned to this
case 2017-03673-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration
or that occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the Internet Web
site.  The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 14, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageService
s/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
____________________________________
____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8946

Legal Notices

Legal 8947 Publish: April 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Scams...............from page one
El Centro Police Department and the
county, through the Sheriff's Office
and the Area Agency on Aging, both
released advisories warning of the
potential scam April 17. 

Gerardo provided cellphone
photos police took of the suspected
criminal activity, and he personally
witnessed the "potential fraud" case
in action in Calexico on April 16.

"I drove down Third Street and
saw five people dressed in space suits
(PPE) who said they were working
for a doctor out of Indio and El
Centro near a seniors' complex,"
Gerardo said.

Calexico police spoke with the
individuals and later followed up
with a call to the doctor.
Representatives from the doctor's
office, who Gerardo declined to
name, informed Gerardo's staff that
"nobody (from the doctor's office)
knew they were out doing that." The

case is still under investigation, the
chief said.

"If people are coming to your
door, do not give them any informa-
tion," Gerardo said. The only way to
get tested is through a doctor by a
visit to a healthcare facility or by a
telehealth video appointment. 

"No one is coming to your
house to seek you out," Gerardo
added.

The scam is thought to be some
form of insurance fraud or identity
theft.

In an April 17 press release
from the county, Area Agency on
Aging representative Karla Flores
said the fraudulent testing had
occurred over the past three weeks.
In each case, individuals claiming to
work in the medical field have gone
to senior apartments, offered testing,
and requested personal information,
according to the county advisory.



AMENDED NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
John Kubler, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03664
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  John
Kubler, Jr
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Paul R. Kubler in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Paul R. Kubler be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the

Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: May 8, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you

must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as

a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
Mark G. Spencer
450 B Street, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 997-6275
Filed:
March 27, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Legal 8940
Publish: April 9, 16, 23, 2020

For Publication of
Your Legal Notices

Call Us, Your County
Adjudicated
Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, April 23, 2020  PAGE 7

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2019-00828-CA
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
Property Address: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 10/27/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Roberto Torres and Mary L
Torres, husband and wife as joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/13/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-053193 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 05/29/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
939 W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,

CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
173,863.22

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON
A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAV-
INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAV-
INGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS
BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF
THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHO-
RIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation
of real property: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s),
advances, under the terms of said Deed of
Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the proper-
ty to be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the ini-

tial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 173,863.22.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the open-
ing bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the return
of monies paid to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a
written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in
the county where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to the prop-
erty. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that informa-
tion about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or
visit this Internet Web site http://www.alti-
source.com/Mortgage Services/Default
Management/TrusteeServices.aspx using the
file number assigned to this case 2019-
00828-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 3, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageService
s/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
___________________________________
_____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8943

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von Flue,
aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000715
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von Flue,
aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lynee Pacheco and John F. Von
Flue Jr. in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lynee Pacheco and John F. Von
Flue Jr. be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:

Date: May 1, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four

months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as

provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760)352-7800
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial 
04/14/2020 at 04:14:42 PM
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6336
Publish: April 16. 23, 30, 2020



in Imperial County, Hurtado is under
a 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week
home isolation order from the county
"until further notice," confined to her
Calexico home with her husband of
28 years, Enrique Verdugo.

Soon, however, the 59-year-old
musician and entertainer hopes she
will be cleared by her treating physi-
cian, Dr. Tien Tan Vo, in about a
week, so that she can join the more
than 50 other Imperial County resi-
dents who have been moved to the
"recovered" side of the local ledger
tracking COVID-19 infections.

Although the county did not
officially confine Paty to her home
until April 1, she basically hasn't ven-
tured outdoors since March 20
(except to be tested), so she's looking
forward to her first face-to-face
appointment with Vo at his office.

"If you ask me how I feel from
one to 10, I feel about an eight and a
half," Paty said in Spanish on April
17, through her husband, who trans-
lated during a cellphone interview.

"I get tired easier. I can't catch
my breath like before," she said.
Overall, though, she's feeling "muy
bien."

That's a far cry from where
Paty was around March 30 and 31,
when she felt like she was on death's
doorstep.

There were the unrelenting
fevers, the cough, the body pain and
blinding headaches, the labored
breathing, and even the simultaneous
vomiting and diarrhea that she says
came within hours of starting her
course of treatment that included
high-powered antibiotics, zinc and
the use of the controversial anti-
malarial medication, hydroxychloro-
quine.

"I thought I was going to die,"
she said. "I asked God to take my
hand and not let go."

Speaking through Enrique, he
stopped the conversation for a
moment.

"We were scared. I was scared,

she was scared. She thought she was
going to die."

The interview went silent for
about 30 seconds. It was clear that
51-year-old Enrique was overcome
with emotion, fighting through tears.

"I felt like I was losing her," he
said softly, his voice breaking. "I
love this woman."

Sharing Her Message
"It's no joke. This (COVID) is

no joke. We don't want people to
die," Paty said. "Try to take care of
each other. Take care of yourselves.
This is serious, this is real."

It has been through her
Facebook page --- like so many oth-
ers who have been open about their
coronavirus diagnoses --- where she
started to document her descent and
some of the steps she has since taken
to regain her health. More than a
month since she sang publicly, Paty
even recorded a video of herself
singing and playing guitar the morn-
ing of April 17 to fulfill a friend's
request and let her followers know
she is getting stronger by the day.

Clearly Paty is not someone to
shy away from attention, but she is
also quite sincere and cares deeply
for others. As a performer around
town, one of her main jobs is bring-
ing joy to the senior citizens of
Calexico through her karaoke-style
shows for the city's recreation depart-
ment, where she dresses up, plays her
various instruments and sings, and
coaxes others to shine under the spot-
light as well.

Her platform on social media
has led to requests for interviews
from traditional media, which she
and Enrique kindly oblige, hoping
that people will take heed about the
dangers of not staying home, not
practicing social distancing and gen-
erally not listening to what public
health and government officials have
been saying all along.

"People just don't believe.
That's why I decided to talk to the
media," Paty said. "People need to
stay home; people need to be safe."

Now, she said, is not the time to
be out and about, hugging and kiss-
ing friends and family, going to
social gatherings or lingering in
stores and public places. In fact, hug-
ging and kissing is how Paty believes
she contracted the coronavirus.

Paty has been incredibly open
about COVID's fatal effects on her
loved ones, further revealing the mis-

steps made in her own family to
spread the virus from one country to
another.

Her older brother, Jose Manuel,
age 70, was confirmed to have tested
positive to COVID-19 just about four
hours before he died March 30 (the
same time Paty felt her worst) in a
Mexicali hospital from lung failure
and a massive heart attack. He was
already suffering from diabetes and
high-blood pressure, severe health
conditions on their own. Paty cannot
be certain, but she doesn't think his
death certificate listed COVID as the
cause; she thinks the heart attack is
what is listed on the record.

It's also unclear for how long he
had the virus and how it was spread.
What is for certain, Paty said, is her
elder sister, Alicia, 62, of Indio,
somehow played a part in the trans-
mission.

Alicia traveled to Mexicali to
visit family and see Jose Manuel on
March 16. The next day, as she
returned to the U.S., she stopped off
at Paty's Calexico home to chat and
have coffee. Paty said Alicia was
already feeling under the weather
that morning and just wanted to
return to Indio.

"She was complaining about
headaches and bone aches. She want-
ed to go home," Paty said. Alicia
eventually tested positive for COVID
and is also presently recovering.

"When she left, I started feeling
ill three days later," Paty explained.

Enrique said the sisters greeted
each other and said their goodbyes
with plenty of hugs and kisses, as
they were accustomed to doing.

COVID-19 Nightmare
Paty was never hospitalized, so

it's not entirely clear whether she was
close to death, as she and Enrique
believed.

After several days of fever,
Enrique called 911 on March 25,
when Calexico paramedics arrived
and took her vital signs. Fearing a
trip to El Centro Regional Medical
Center might expose her to people
infected with coronavirus, Paty and
Enrique decided to seek out testing at
Vo's clinic the next day.

Paty went to Vo on March 26.
He suspected she had COVID, swab-
tested her and sent her home pending
confirmation of the results.

"She was bedbound. Can't con-
trol fever, can't control cough, diffi-
culty with breath," Vo said during an
April 16 interview about his initial
consultation with Paty.

By the time Vo tested Paty, got
her results back and spoke to her and
Enrique again March 30 on a "tele-
health" video call from her home, Vo
said, "She couldn't talk … she was
very weak."

"If I hadn't treated her soon, she
probably would have gone to the hos-
pital to intubate her," Vo said, where
she likely would have been placed on
a ventilator.

The timeline of Paty's visit to
Vo, when she was tested, confirmed
positive, treated and eventually
ordered quarantined by the county
shows the flaws and gaps in commu-
nication that can occur, problems that
could be unique to Paty, or simply
unique to an ever-evolving pandemic
and the ever-evolving response to it.

Enrique said they were told the
results of Vo's March 26 test would
come back in two to four days.

Vo said the results came back
on March 30, but Enrique was told
the results actually came back a few
days earlier, and that for some rea-
son, Vo's office did not make contact
with the Verdugos until late in the
day March 30, where the doctor
spoke to them through telehealth.

"(Vo) got excited and worried
at the same time," Enrique said of
talking to the physician. "He said,
'Go to the pharmacy and get the med-
icine quick.'"

Paty began the treatment that
night. Vo tested Enrique on March
31, because of his exposure to Paty,
not due to any symptoms. Enrique
has tested negative for the virus. Vo
has had them sleeping in separate
rooms since March 26.

On April 1, a letter from the
county Public Health Department
arrived, signed by public health offi-
cer, Dr. Stephen Munday, ordering
Paty into isolation until further
notice.

Healing Physically, Mentally
The physical symptoms took

their toll on Paty. Still not 100 per-
cent, she's weakened with light
breathing problems. Vo has spoken to
her through telehealth once a week
during her recovery.

After making it through the
peak of the illness, the early part of
April was filled with good days and
bad days. Her fevers finally broke for
good April 3, she said.

Experiencing chills and various
body aches, Enrique spent several
days in a row massaging her with
vapor rub before she would go to
sleep for the night.

"Even though I was sick, I took
a shower every day," Paty joked.

To regain some of her stamina,
Vo prescribed a take-it-easy regimen
of walking around the house for exer-
cise, she said.

Enrique brought in an old
treadmill from the garage and set it
up in the breakfast nook area of the
kitchen on April 13, where the first
day she did 15 minutes of light walk-
ing. The next day she went for a half
hour and immediately paid for it.

"I felt like I had asthma symp-
toms. There was pressure in my
chest, and I felt dizzy. I overdid it,"
she said.

The next visit she has with Vo,
which is supposed to be face to face,
Paty promised "to sing to him,"
Enrique said.

Mentally and emotionally,
Enrique has been there through the
whole ordeal, as Paty's rock.

"We're always trying to look
out for each other … this really hit us
hard, and then after we heard about
her brother (dying March 30) … it hit
home," Enrique said.

Married by the court in
Imperial County on Oct. 15, 1991,
the devout Catholics were wed by the
Church on April 4, 1992. They lived
separate that entire time; Paty was in
Mexicali with her large family of
brothers and sisters, and Enrique
worked and saved money in Las
Vegas, where the couple lived from
1992 to 2002, before moving to
Calexico.

Enrique is a preventative main-
tenance technician working on trac-
tors for RDO Equipment in Imperial,
and Paty has been involved in music
in some way since she was a young
girl, performing in choirs and bands
for decades.

Part of her healing process has
been daily contact with family, with
whom she has always had a close

relationship.
The Verdugos' two grown sons

(and their wives and girlfriends) con-
tact their mother as often as possible:
phone calls every other day, text
messages every day.

"They're good sons," Enrique
said.

Carlos Jonathan, 33, is a U.S.
Border Patrol agent in Tucson,
Arizona, and Christian Enrique, 25,
takes care of the elderly in a private
home in Rancho Cucamonga.

Since becoming ill, Paty has
had daily meet-ups with her four sis-
ters on Facebook Connect between
6:30 and 7 p.m. without fail, to say
the Rosary and to chat and catch up
on the day's events.

"The family is more united than

ever," Enrique said. And that's saying
something, he added, because Paty's
side has always been close, with 50-
person "family reunions like you
wouldn't believe."

"If you do love your family,
don't go out," Paty said. "Stay home,
don't expose them. You could weak-
en the family. Always take care of the
family."

UPDATE: The interview with
Paty Hurtado was conducted April
17 as she was improving. Paty
reported April 22 that she had a
relapse on April 19, with fever and
more coughing and was given a sec-
ond course of COVID treatment by
Dr. Vo. Hurtado said she still had a
cough April 22, but no more fevers. 
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Hurtado...................................................................from page one

PATY AND JOSE Manuel Hurtado (brother): COVID patient Paty
Hurtado of Calexico poses alongside her late brother, Jose Manuel
Hurtado, 70, of Mexicali, who tested positive for COVID-19 hours
before he died March 30 from lung failure and a massive heart attack
in a Mexicali hospital. COURTESY PHOTO

Dr. Tien Tan Vo

Covid Update.........................from page one
was transferred to a local health-

care facility, where they died, a coun-
ty press release stated. 

In the fourth case, yet another
elderly patient succumbed to the
virus, where "it was unclear if under-
lying health conditions were a factor,"
officials reported April 20.

In both cases, no additional
details were made public despite
requests for more information.

Meanwhile, the number of cases
in Mexicali, which local health offi-
cials say have a direct influence on
what is happening in Imperial County,
are rising at what is thought to be a
higher rate, although it has been diffi-
cult to get a true assessment of condi-
tions in the Baja California capital
city, or throughout the Mexican bor-
der state in general.

The numbers seem to be the only
hard information readily available
from Mexicali, where the state of Baja
California website listed 364 con-
firmed cases in Mexicali, with 36
deaths reported, and 157 suspected
cases of COVID pending confirma-
tion, as of the morning of April 22.
Throughout Baja, there have been 133
deaths and 975 confirmed cases.

"We are ascending in Imperial
County" in number of COVID cases,
as is Mexicali, said Marian Fierro, an
epidemiologist with county Public
Health Department, during an inter-
view April 21. 

"We cannot separate" the influ-
ence of the two regions on each other,
Fierro said. "Our cases are going to
increase together, decrease together. I
think we're going to peak together." 

"It's like a mirror," Fierro added. 
Fierro works directly with the

Secretariat of Health of Baja
California, Mexicali jurisdiction, and
has daily contact on "binational
cases," meaning she shares informa-
tion and tracks COVID cases in which
an individual might live in Mexicali
and work in Imperial County, and vice
versa.

"I really don't know" what is fully
happening in Mexicali, El Centro
Regional Medical Center Chief
Executive Officer Adolphe Edward
said during an interview with this
newspaper April 17. 

"But the Baja public health office
is to release a report in the next week
or so. We're all anxious to see what it's
going to say," Edward said. The report
had not been released as of this news-
paper's deadline.

If Mexicali's needs are any indi-
cation, an association of the city's hos-
pital system began an equipment
drive April 19 in which they were
requesting donations of personal pro-
tective equipment and medical equip-
ment, Edward said.

"They're short of everything,"
Edward added.

What Do We Know About
Mexicali?

This newspaper has made multi-
ple inquiries into what is happening in
Mexicali, both in the healthcare sys-
tem and on the ground.

Mexicali city government
spokesperson Edgar Rodolfo
Covarrubias Quintana assured a
reporter he would respond to a wide
range of questions sent to him, but
after several days and multiple
requests for an update, he had yet to
answer by deadline April 22.

Fierro said Mexicali public health
officials have claimed they expect the
number of cases of COVID to peak
during the first or second week of
May, but she said there has been no

evidence to back up those assertions. 
She said, comparatively, predic-

tions of "peaks" are not something
generally made in assessing COVID
in the United States. "There is no pre-
diction on a peak here," Fierro said.

Meanwhile, loosely sourced
media reports on both sides of the bor-
der say clinics and hospitals in the city
are at capacity as officials in Mexicali
lack adequate testing capabilities,
equipment and PPEs. There are also
discrepancies on whether the true
number of COVID-related deaths are
simply being misclassified.

"In Mexico, they have really
struggled with resources and strug-
gled with testing, more than we have,"
said Imperial County Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday, during a
press conference April 20. 

"Mexico is really struggling from
a testing perspective," Imperial
County District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar agreed during an April 21
interview. 

Escobar, who represents and lives
in Calexico, added he has heard many
of the deaths being recorded in
Mexicali that should be attributed to
COVID have been classified as pneu-
monia or flu.

"It's like a ticking timebomb," he
said of conditions south of the border.

Edward already mentioned that
Mexicali needed donations of equip-
ment and supplies. Yet hospitals and
others on this side of the border are
still concerned with their own needs,
he indicated last week. ECRMC
would not be contributing to the
equipment drive, Edward said April
17.

An Essential Worker's
Perspective

Mexicali resident Angie Rebollar
is arguably putting herself and her
unborn child in harm's way daily as an
essential worker allowed to travel
from her home to her job at Brawley's
Vision Care Center.

Six months pregnant, the 29-year-
old could not say whether viral condi-
tions are worse in Mexicali than they
are in Imperial. However, Rebollar
said April 20 that the lockdown meas-
ures in place in Mexicali are sterner,
and more strictly enforced by authori-
ties there.

"Most people in Mexicali are
staying at home. With everything that
is going on, the police will pull you
over if more than three people are in
your car. They will pull you over and
give you a ticket. Also, after 6 (p.m.,
when there is what Rebollar referred
to as a "curfew" in place), nobody will
be outside. The police will question
people."

For a couple of weeks, check-
points have been set up around
Mexicali between the hours of 6 and
10 p.m. to educate residents and
encourage them to go home unless
they are performing essential func-
tions or are essential workers. 

"I go through the informative
checkpoints almost every day when I
go home. They ask people questions,
but when they see me in uniform
(medical scrubs), they let me pass.
They hand out pamphlets to stay at
home that say this is going to be a dif-
ficult couple of weeks," she said.

But "if people are out doing non-
essential stuff, they will be more
aggressive giving you tickets. They
are also checking if you are wearing a
mask in the car," Rebollar added.

Rebollar said she thinks Mexicali
officials are taking stronger actions to
prevent the spread of COVID than

officials in the Imperial Valley.
"The government response is a

little more ramped up than it is here in
Imperial Valley. People are wearing
masks because police are giving out
tickets and pulling people over. If you
are out on the street for non-essential
reasons, the police will ask you why
you are out, and if it is not important,
they will escort you home."

Groceries stores in Mexicali are
also following strict regulations,
Rebollar explained. 

"At the beginning, grocery stores
were empty. Now grocery stores have
signs limiting the number of items
you can buy. Things like gardening
supplies are banned because they are
non-essential. The only things you
can buy are food and cleaning items.
They put tape over those (other) items
with a note saying that it can't be
bought," she said.

"This is a global pandemic. It is
not anyone's fault. All we can do now
is follow orders from government
administrators to help get things back
to normal as quickly as possible,"
Rebollar said.

More from Imperial County
El Centro Regional had its high-

est percentage of hospitalized patients
infected by COVID since the pan-
demic began, at 24 percent of all the
patients tested in the facility on April
21, Edward reported through
Facebook Live that morning.

The hospital has been experienc-
ing its own surge in patients since the
Easter holiday (April 19), he said.

"We're seeing sicker patients
coming through, and that's problemat-
ic," Edward added.

Twelve to 14 coronavirus patients
were in the hospital, as of April 21,
with one to five COVID-positive
patients being seen in the emergency
room over the last few days, he said.

Still, Edward said the hospital
was doing well in terms of bed capac-
ity and equipment. As an example, he
said that seven ventilators were in use
on COVID patients of a total of 26
machines available.

Conditions at the county's north-
ernmost hospital, Pioneers Memorial
in Brawley, were not immediately
known.

Too Soon Too Ease Up?
Even though discussions have

begun about easing up on local
restrictions, nothing is set in stone. All
local stay-at-home orders, social dis-
tancing mandates, business closures
and other preventative health orders
will remain in place until further
notice, Health Officer Munday said
April 20.

Imperial County has not "moved
past the peak yet," Munday said.

While local public health and
medical officials agree the curve flat-
tened in California before COVID
could crush the state's available
resources, it is still too early to talk
easing up on restrictions with an X
factor like Mexicali looming large a
few miles south.

Although the federal government
has issued guidelines to the states for
"re-opening America," just a few days
ago the U.S. State Department extend-
ed travel restrictions on the borders
with Mexico and Canada for another
30 days at least.

Jayson Barniske contributed
information to this story.
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