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Holtville City
Council Chooses
New Mayor;
OKs Regional
Resource
Management

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Holtville City Council
voted on April 13 to choose
Mayor Pro Tem James Predmore
to serve as mayor for the coming
year.

The vote occurred with all
five council members appearing 

Continued on page 2

FROM HANDR-
CRAFTED 

creations to the com-
mercially pro-

duced, Imperial Valley
residents show off

their custom face cov-
erings now that

Imperial County
Public Health Officer,
Dr. Stephen Munday,
has required all coun-

ty residents must
cover up to prevent

the spread of COVID-
19 when going out
into public places. 
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ILLUSTRATION

Covering Up for COVID; Locals Talk 'Mask' Requirement

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

When Holtville resident Carolina Villa
found out that wearing a face covering in pub-
lic would be required, she immediately got
creative and made two matching silk masks -

one for her daughter, who is a nurse, and
another for her granddaughter. 

She made one for herself, too, which she
said she wore for the first time while shopping
for groceries at Wal-Mart.

"After wearing the mask for 45 minutes, I
actually felt like I had brain fog. I couldn't

concentrate. It was uncomfortable wearing
the mask because I had asthma. I realized, if it
is hard to wear myself for 45 minutes, can you
imagine the nurses and the doctors having to
wear it for more than eight hours? it is a 

Continued on page 6

State: Complaint Against
Blossom Valley Inn Unfounded

Holtville
Assailant of

Sheriff's Deputy
Given Max Penalty
of 69 years to Life 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A complaint alleging neglect of an
elderly resident at the Blossom Valley
Inn in Holtville was determined not to
bear out initial suspicions when inves-
tigated by the California Department of
Social Services, an agency report
states.

DSS received a complaint on
October 17, 2019 alleging that
Resident No.1 (the DSS designation to
maintain confidentiality) was left on
the ground and not provided timely
medical attention after the resident suf-

fered a fall in the facility dining area,
the report states.

Agency Licensing Program
Analyst Nicholas Walker conducted an
unannounced complaint investigation
visit to Blossom Valley on Nov. 21, the
report adds. Walker gained access to
the facility, identified himself and met
with administrator Ian Baylon in order
to discuss the purpose of the visit.

Facility Response Timely
Evidence obtained from the

investigation report was forwarded to
this newspaper via email by DSS

Continued on page 5 

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A Holtville man found guilty of six felony
charges in connection with an assault on an
Imperial County sheriff's deputy was sen-
tenced to what amounts to 69 years-to-life in
prison inside an El Centro courtroom April 9. 

Third-striker Alex Padilla, 39, who was
convicted of six of eight felonies in the Nov.
28, 2018, assault of Deputy Miguel Calderon,
was sentenced by Judge Marco Nuñez to the
harshest penalty allowable by law on one of
the six concurrent sentences, the prosecutor
indicated.

Padilla will not be able to go before a
parole board for a least 69 years, Imperial
County Deputy District Attorney Twyla
Johnson said during a follow-up interview
April 11.

Nuñez imposed a sentence of 39 years-to-
life on the conviction for assault on a peace
officer with a semi-automatic firearm with a
20-year enhancement of personal discharge
of a firearm and two five-year enhancements
for Padilla's prior two felony strikes, for the
total of 69 to life.

The sentencing was stayed on the five
other counts, meaning the sentences imposed
by Nuñez, were less than the allowable

Continued on page 6 

COVID Cases
Surge Past the
100-Mark;
Concentrate in
Density Centers

One local doctor thinks high number
of positive cases due to "exposure" and
"culture" among other reasons; while
one social activist thinks Calexico is
being failed in fight against virus.

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

In what has essentially been a six-
week battle with coronavirus since the
first local case presented itself to health
officials in early March, Imperial County
saw a couple major developments in
COVID-19 cases this week.

First, the number of positive cases
passed the centennial mark April 13.
Then, there was a 17-case surge from one
day to the next April 14. Lastly, for the
first time since county public health offi-
cials began tracking cases by zip code,
Calexico was not number one in the coun-
ty in total numbers of those infected.

El Centro (44,120 residents as of
2018) took that distinction April 14, when
30 positive cases were identified.
Calexico (40,139 residents) had 29 posi-
tive cases and Brawley (26,226 residents) 

Continued on page 6

MORE 
COVID 19 

COVERAGE
INSIDE:

How self-isolation
and staying at

home affects men-
tal health (Page 3)

COVID testing by
Mexican officials
backs up port traf-
fic into downtown
Calexico (Page 3)

Business Buzz:
Local hemp/CBD
company making

hand sanitizer
(Page 4)

Holtville Blossom Inn FILE PHOTO

Imperial County residents give their thoughts on the county health officer's order to wear face coverings
at all times in public.

JAMES PREDMORE



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A car-washing service did not appear on
the horizon when Shayne Brady was grow-
ing up helping with his father, Tom Brady,
with his custom row-crop service, but today
he operates one in Holtville along with two
other businesses.

While it is the only car wash in Holtville,
Brady noted he still seeks to make the oper-
ation top notch. He bought out the former
owner of Holtville Car Wash in December
2018 and immediately set to making
improvements. It is a self-serve operation
but Brady said he made sure the quality of
the wash received a noticeable leap in rais-
ing the standard of a clean car.

"All four bays have the spot-free air
shammy," Brady said of a long-existing
process that he has now introduced. "It
incorporates soft water and reverse osmosis
so it won't spot your car. But customers must
do a thorough job to get all the water off."

An air shammy is an in-bay, touchless
vehicle dryer. It dries vehicles and motorcy-
cles spot-free and drying is an important part
of self-serve vehicle maintenance. 

Farming Sustained Family 
Throughout high school Brady and his

two older brothers helped out their father
with his custom row-crop tractor business,
farming lettuce, carrots, melons, tomato
beds and sugar beets. 

Tom arrived in Holtville from Oklahoma
in the 1930s, then served in the military dur-
ing World War II and was even part of the
occupation force on Okinawa. Returning to
Holtville he started farming lettuce and
alfalfa in 1952 but left it in 1976 for his cus-
tom row-crop operation. Shayne attended
and graduated from Cal Poly Pomona in
1986 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Agriculture Management and rejoined his
father's business. 

Self-service Storage Added
The family sold the row-crop service in

1999 to Nutrient Ag Solutions, which is still
running the business today. Tom and Shayne
then started the Storage Depot at 622 E.
Fifth Street in Holtville.

"It's a self-storage with a storage facility.
It's all one big block," said Brady. "I bought
out my mother and father about eight years
ago. Then I started Desert Sun Towing in
2012."

Towing Agreements 
The towing business has two tow trucks

but it is essentially a 24/7 operation with on-
call drivers who stay connected by smart
phones, Brady said. 

"It's been good," he added. "I mainly
have agreements with the California
Highway Patrol, Imperial County Sheriff's
Office and the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection. There's not a lot of resident calls,
but a little bit."

As for the Holtville Car Wash, the prop-
erty has been completely re-landscaped, new
equipment installed, including token boxes,
but customers can use quarters if they prefer. 

"We're getting set up to accept credit or
debit cards," said Brady. "There still is some
processes to complete with the credit card
companies, as well as the card readers. Then
we'll have to shut down the car wash for
about two weeks to be refitted to accommo-
date credit transactions. It is more intense
than I expected."

Seeking Customer Loyalty
With the extra effort, Brady is confident

Holtville residents will come to appreciate
his initiative. 

"We've really been
supported at the car wash
and the other businesses by
the people of Holtville," he
said. "It's a small town and
we care about anything
that may go wrong."

Brady acknowledged
there are a number of mov-
ing parts with the car wash
and things can wear down.
Yet should anything need
repairing he asks cus-
tomers to contact him at
the Storage Depot.

"We'll hurry over and
get you into another bay,"
said Brady. "The residents
here appreciate having a

good car wash and not having to drive to El
Centro and we value them for their loyalty."

Similar to many small businesses,
Brady said he has been affected by the
coronavirus pandemic. He has noticed less
traffic on the streets the past month and
people appear to be sheltering in.

"The Storage Depot is nearly full," he
confided. "But Desert Sun Towing and the
car wash have slowed down a little. But we
appreciate all of what the good people of
Holtville have done for us."
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Week of April 13th
Moral Reconation Therapy in Jail Groups

Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) is a systematic treatment approach that
seeks to decrease recidivism, or the tendency of a convicted criminal to re-
offend, among juvenile and adult offenders by increasing moral reasoning.

Imperial County Behavioral Health has teamed with Imperial County
Sheriff’s Department to offer MRT at the county jail with the goal of reduc-
ing recidivism and offering a recovery outcome for local community mem-

bers who have been incarcerated. 

Dominic  R. Vallejo
Mental Health Rehabilitation Technician

CESS/Community Engagement Supportive Services
Imperial County Jail Liaison for Mental Health Services in the Community

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 13 de abril 2020
Terapia de Reconciación Moral en Grupos de Cárcel

La Terapia de Reconciacion Moral (conocido por sus siglas en Ingles, MRT) es un
enfoque de tratamiento sistemático que busca disminuir la reincidencia, o la tendencia
de un delincuente condenado a reincidir, entre los delincuentes juveniles y adultos al

aumentar el razonamiento moral. Esto sigue un enfoque de tratamiento cognitivo con-
ductual, MRT aborda: ego, crecimiento moral, social y conductual positivo. En el

Condado de Imperial, el Dept. de Salud Mental y el Dept. de Alguaciles a formado un
equipo para ofrecer la Terapia de Reconciacion Moral en la carcel municipal. El objeti-

vo es de reducir la reincidencia y recuperación para miembros de la comunidad que
han sido encarcelados.

Dominic R. Vallejo
Técnico de Rehabilitación de Salud Mental

CESS/Servicios de Apoyo a la Participación Comunitaria
Enlace de la Cárcel del Condado de Imperial para Servicios de Salud Mental 

en la Comunidad

Obituaries
Juanita M. Aceves

3/27/1926 - 3/3/2020
Juanita M. Aceves was born on March 27, 1926 in El Chirimole, Sinaloa, Mexico and passed

away on April 3, 2020 in Brawley, CA.
She was born to Joaquin and Socorro Millan and was one of six sisters and four brothers 
Mrs. Aceves came to Brawley in 1947 and made it her home until 2015 when she moved to

Holtville and resided at the Blossom Valley Inn until her passing.
Juanita was preceded in death by her parents, her five sisters, her four brothers and one still

born child.
She worked as a cook and waitress in several kitchens that made up the East Main 900 block

in Brawley during the 50s, 60s, and 70s.  These included the Luna Azul, Monte Carlo, La Central,
and several more. She last worked as an assistant Cook at the Adobe Restaurant.

In her latter years she would supplement her finances by selling homemade tamales to support
her two main loves, no not Pascual and Albert, BUT her love for BINGO and slot machines.  She
was a daily rider of the Bingo Bus to Indio and other casinos in San Diego and Riverside Counties.
One of her greatest joys other than attending luncheons at the Brawley Senior Center, winning at
the Casinos, or her grandchildren was when she became a USA citizen on January 26, 1998.

She is survived by her sons Pascual Aceves (Connie) and Albert Aceves.  She was Abuela to 6
grandchildren (Christina, Daniel, Michael, Nicholas, Lucas, and Rena) and 11 Great
Grandchildren. 

We'd like to thank at this time anyone that knew her and was in anyway helpful and/or made
her life easier and more enjoyable. We'd especially like to thank the Blossom Valley Inn personnel,
Holtville First Responders, the Emergency Medical Staff and nurses at Brawley PMH.

Services will be private due to the current situation and lieu of flowers spend your extra dol-
lars at the Casino or Bingo Hall of your choice when things improve.  She would have done so
eagerly.

Holtville Entrepreneur Finding Success With Car Wash

THE HOLTVILLE Car Wash at 735 E. Fifth St. in Holtville is now owned by
Shayne Brady and consists of four wash bays to keep your cars and trucks clean.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SHAYNE BRADY

Mayor...............from page one
in-person at city hall. Other

recent meetings had been held solely
by video conference due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Council Member Mike Goodsell
was chosen as mayor pro
tem.Predmore, who is in the last year
of his second term, said he will seek
re-election November 3.

"It's an honor to serve as mayor
of Holtville," he said. "My first prior-
ity at this point is the COVID-19 cri-
sis, and keeping up to date on the
ever-changing developments in the
efforts of keeping our citizens safe."

Priorities Envisioned
Concerning city priorities,

Predmore expressed a desire to see
things return to normal once the viral
crisis passes, while noting several
developments are breaking ground
amid hopes they would be completed
and open for business.

"In the long run, someone has to
make the investment to bring in a
business," he emphasized. "But I do
think we as a city could look into
some of the data that is out there that
might show where people spend their
money, which could be encouraging
to some of the franchises out there."

Meanwhile, the city has taken
action to promote new housing, he
added. The new wastewater plant,
improvements to the water treatment
plant, lowering impact fees for new
homes, all are meant to help with
new development, he explained.

"We have an apartment complex
in construction and another in plan-
ning," said Predmore. "With that
said, there is not much room within
the city of Holtville limits to build
new homes without annexing and I
am sure that we would do that if we
had a developer that came to us want-
ing to do so."

After the pandemic the city may
find that people will want to rethink
how and where they live, he
explained. 

"I have been serving on the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment
Committee (overseen by California
Department of Housing and
Community Development)  for the
past two years, representing the
Imperial Valley," Predmore said. "So
far, their thinking is that putting peo-
ple closer to where the jobs are and
where there is high quality transit
would be the thing to do. But what
that does is cause more density. And
where do we see the most cases of
COVID 19? We see it in dense areas.
So, people may want to spread out to
more rural areas."

Resource Management Vote
In other business, the council

unanimously agreed to have the
Imperial County Transportation
Commission assume control of the
Imperial Valley Resource
Management Agency. That has been
in the works for some time, with the
intention to set up a regional agency
to mainly handle recycling,
explained City Manager Nick Wells.

Reached by phone, Mark Baza,
commission executive director,
acknowledged ICTC has basically
taken IVRMA over. Yet, the other six
incorporated cities besides Holtville
and Imperial County government
must approve the action before the
decision is final, which is expected to
be completed by the end of April.

IVRMA recycles tires, lawn and
tree trimmings, electronic devices,
household cooking oil and motor oil.

"We have three waste sites in
Imperial County where residents can
drop off recyclables in Brawley, El
Centro (at CR & R Environmental
Services) and Calexico," said Baza.
"People can arrive on different desig-
nated Saturdays in the month but it is
closed now during the coronavirus
sheltering in place. But you can call
for an appointment."

Member of CNPA



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

El Centro resident Roxie
Romero routinely checks in on
herself, especially during this time
of self-isolation and social dis-
tancing, when many of the peer-
support networks she has used to
manage her own mental illness,
have gone silent due to the threat
of the spread of COVID.

"It's making me do the things
that help (at home) … I'm defi-
nitely checking in with my mental
illness … I've been writing in my
journal, doing self-guided medita-
tion, working out," the 32-year-
old Romero said recently. "I've
been showing myself some love
and self-care, I guess."

Romero, who works from
home anyway, is no stranger to
spending a lot of time house-
bound, where she and her live-in
boyfriend operate a business. But
as a co-facilitator of a mental ill-
ness peer support group through
the Imperial Valley LGBT
Resource Center in El Centro, she
does rely on the face-to-face inter-
action of the group to help herself
and others manage their condi-
tions.

Without that avenue due to
mandatory social distancing and
stay-at-home orders in place
across the state, Romero has
noticed her anxiety levels are ris-
ing and her depression increasing,
yet she knows she has a bag of
tricks and a set of tools are her dis-
posal to help.

The mother of a 6-year-old
daughter said she has previously
been diagnosed with bipolar I dis-
order, post-traumatic stress disor-
der and anxiety/panic.

"I know I've been getting more

episodes lately. Depression, for
sure. I don't know if it has to do
with the pandemic," Romero said.
"I honestly try my hardest to stay
at home and only go out once a
week (for groceries). There's a
strain there I think I'm feeling but
probably not admitting it."

Romero is fortunate in that she
is attuned to her condition, possi-
bly more self-aware than most.
But that isn't necessarily going to
be the case with the 45 million
Americans diagnosed with mental
illness, many of whom rely on
daily, weekly or monthly regi-
mens of counseling, support
groups, medication and other
avenues of treatment that may be
upended by the varying measures
being undertaken across the coun-
try to deal with coronavirus.

Help is Available for the Ill
Kelly Ranasinghe, an El

Centro resident and a local child
welfare attorney, mental health
advocate and peer group co-facili-
tator with Romero, said fortunate-
ly many in the behavioral health
world understood early on that
some of the measures that would
be needed to control the spread of
COVID would have adverse
effects on the mentally ill. 

He said organizations like the
National Alliance on Mental
Health developed a master hand-
book and resources guide in
response to COVID for those suf-
fering from mental illness, with
useful tips on managing condi-
tions and seeking out help from
others. Ranasinghe is a NAMI-
certified facilitator.

"We are very lucky. The men-
tal health community jumped on
this issue of isolation as soon as it
came up. Isolation for people with
mental illness is very dangerous,"
said Ranasinghe during a recent
interview. He has been diagnosed
with bipolar I, PTSD and major
depressive disorder in the past.

The fear and isolation caused
by the current COVID pandemic
can trigger anxiety and depres-
sion, Ranasinghe said, and in the
case of social distancing being so
sternly enforced, "our peer sup-
port groups are shut down."

Recently, Romero said several
members of the support group out
of the IV LGBT center were to
attempt their first support group
meeting using Zoom, an online
videoconferencing platform. It
was not immediately known how
the meeting went. The IV LGBT
Resource Center can be found on
Facebook to check on any future
meeting times and how to access
them.

Meanwhile, Ranasinghe said
with social distancing put in place,

"the wall has been dropped" on
one recognized method of main-
stream mental health treatment in
the use of peer support groups.

Different Ways to Access
Assistance

Fortunately, Ranasinghe said,
some of that use of support sys-
tems has shifted to new and inno-
vative approaches utilizing social
media and online support, includ-
ing gaming groups, crisis text
lines and good old-fashioned
phone calls.

"This uptick in anxiety and
isolation is quite normal. Activate
your emotional support network"
by any means necessary, he said.
"It's not any less because it's social
media or online. … Don't be
afraid to reach out through
Facetime or Skype."

Ranasinghe said those in isola-
tion and staying at home should
try to live their lives as normally
and routinely as possible, which
isn't his advice alone, but some of
the direct resource information
contained within the NAMI
COVID handbook.

"Don't take 'Netflix and
nachos' too seriously," he said.
"Maintain normal rituals like
wake up at your usual time, take a
shower, get your coffee, make
sure you're keeping up on your
medication. … Rituals help medi-
ate and lessen anxiety."

Ultimately, what someone suf-
fering from mental illness is trying
to avoid is a critical stage where
the anxiety and illness has over-
taken their ability to function,
Ranasinghe said.

"Before stage four," he called
it. 

"Don't wait, particularly if
you've never called a help line
before. … This is the time you can
reach out to people and get that
help," Ranasinghe said.
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El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Holtville
Le da la bienvenida a futuros padres y estudiantes

La inscripción comienza el lunes 20 de abril de 2020 para los estudi-
antes de Kindergarten y Kindergarten de transición que ingresarán al
Distrito Escolar Unificado de Holtville para el año escolar 2020-2021.

Los paquetes de inscripción están disponibles a partir del 20 de abril
de 2020 en la oficina de Finley School y Pine School.

El horario de oficina es de lunes a viernes de 7:30 a.m. a 4:00 p.m.

Esta a tiempo para revisar el registro de vacunas de su hijo y asegurarse
de que sus vacunas de "ingreso a la escuela" estén completas.

La escuela comienza el lunes 17 de agosto de 2020.

Ven y sé parte de las cosas increíbles que están sucediendo en el
¡Distrito escolar unificado de Holtville!

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von Flue,
aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000715
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and per-
sons who may otherwise be inter-
ested in the will or estate, or both,
of:  Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von
Flue, aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Lynee Pacheco and John
F. Von Flue Jr. in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Lynee Pacheco and John F.
Von Flue Jr. be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: May 1, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the

petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined
in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760)352-7800
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial 
04/14/2020 at 04:14:42 PM
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Legal 6336
Publish: April 16. 23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Self-Monitoring Key To Mental
Health During COVID Isolation

Baja California Officials Begin
Screening Southbound Travelers for

COVID, Causing Foot Traffic to Back
Up in Calexico

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Baja California state public
health officials reportedly began
screening southbound travelers
for signs of COVID-19 on April 8
while in the pedestrian line at the
downtown Calexico port of entry,
causing the line of Mexican
nationals to back up to Heffernan
Avenue, a Calexico police offi-
cial confirmed.

Those standing in the backed-
up line along First Street, from
the downtown port to around the
bus stop on Heffernan, were not
practicing social distancing, and
that is why police were called,
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo said April 9.

Initially, Gerardo was told
Mexican customs officials were
doing the screening, but his
sources on the U.S. side of the
port of entry told the chief earlier
this week that Baja California
state public health officials had
set up a tent and were screening
people for three days, Gerardo
said April 14.

The Baja California officials
were still on site as of April 14,
but Gerardo said they had
reduced their presence and were
reportedly not scrutinizing the
southbound travelers to the same
degree they had been last week,
when the line backed up several
hundred yards.

"As mysteriously as they set
up, they seem to be slowing
down," the chief explained this
week.

"In another week, we should
know whether it's going to hap-
pen again," Gerardo added April
14.

Gerardo was initially con-
cerned that the backup would
become a continual problem
through the COVID-19 pandemic
and had requested emergency
funding from the Imperial
County Emergency Operations
Center to pay for traffic con-
trollers or some type of immedi-
ate assistance to enforce social
distancing in the line.

He ended up hiring four part-
time traffic controllers to monitor
the situation and remind those in
line of social-distancing regula-
tions, a cost he said he planned to
get reimbursed through the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

The foot traffic back-up start-
ed between 2 and 4 p.m. April 8,
and those in line were standing
anywhere from several inches to
about a couple feet apart,
Gerardo said.

Social distancing, which is
required in public according to
Gov. Gavin Newsom and the
county Public Health Officer, Dr.
Steven Munday, usually means
individuals are to stand about 6
feet apart.

Baja public health officials
were reportedly taking south-
bound pedestrian travelers' tem-
peratures and checking them for
signs of COVID, including cough
and fever, Gerardo said April 9.

While a federal travel adviso-
ry is in place for Mexican nation-
als crossing the border into the
U.S., those who are here to work
at essential businesses, such as in
farm labor or at open essential
stores and restaurants, can come
into the country.

KELLY RANASINGHE, A
local child welfare attorney,
knows how important it is to
maintain support connections
and manage mental illnesses
like anxiety and depression
amid mandatory stay-at-home
orders in this COVID pan-
demic.  COURTESY PHOTO

The Holtville Unified School District 
welcomes future Parents and Students!

Registration begins Monday, April 20, 2020 for Transitional
Kindergarten and Kindergarten students who will enter the Holtville
Unified School District for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Registration Packets are available beginning April 20, 2020 in the
Finley School and Pine School office.  

Office hours are Monday-Friday from 7:30am-4:00pm.

It is not too soon to review your child's immunization record to make
sure his/her "School Entry" immunizations are complete.

School begins on Monday, August 17, 2020. 

Come be a part of the amazing things that are happening in the 
Holtville Unified School District!



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

With hand sanitizer flying off store
shelves across the country in the wake of
the coronavirus pandemic, local compa-
ny Badlands Provisions came up with a
creative way to meet a community need,
using a key ingredient in its fledgling
CBD-extraction business to produce the
coveted product.

Brawley growers, partners and broth-
ers, John and Andrew Currier, whose
Badlands Provisions is the farming arm
of an industrial hemp operation, are also
the men behind Imperial CBD
Extraction, a cannabidiol-extraction
facility about two weeks away from
opening in the city of Imperial, where
they intend to process their hemp and
eventually take CBD-infused products to
market.

Badlands Provisions is using its
stores of ethanol intended for CBD pro-
duction and making hand sanitizer that is
already being sold in local stores.

"We decided to do this to help during
the emergency crisis with COVID-19.
The reason we can create hand sanitizer
is because in about two weeks we are
going to open Imperial CBD Extraction,

the first CBD-extraction facility in the
Imperial Valley," said Bari Smith, senior
director of marketing at Badlands
Provisions, during an interview with this
newspaper April 14. "The way we
process hemp CBD oil is with ethanol,
and ethanol is one of the main ingredients
approved by the (U.S. Food and Drug
Administration) and the World Health
Organization to create hand sanitizer."

The hand sanitizer is being made at
one of Badlands Provisions work yards in
Brawley. 

"The CBD-extraction facility (at 520
W. Aten Road) in Imperial is not open
yet. … We took our ethanol from that
facility that we had already purchased
and used it for this venture," Smith said.

Badlands Provisions is actively mar-
keting to get its product used throughout
the state and has already shipped orders
as far as Las Vegas, she said. Badlands
Provisions recently hired seven new
employees just to make hand sanitizer. 

What Makes Local Product Special
The hand sanitizer made at Badlands

Provisions is higher quality than most of
the other hand sanitizers on the market,
she said.

"It is a medical-grade liquid hand
sanitizer. Gel hand sanitizer sold in stores
is 63 percent ethanol. Our product is 83
percent and is liquid and not a gel, which
is why we sell it in a spray bottle. We
have been providing to local hospitals
and have sold to over 50 farming organi-
zations in the Valley to help keep staff
and employees safe," Smith said.

Smith elaborated on the process of
making hand sanitizer:

"The formula we use is the formula
approved by the FDA; glycerin, hydro-
gen peroxide, purified water and ethanol.
We make it in larger quantities. It proba-

bly takes about 45 minutes to mix every-
thing. We make 275 gallons at a time."

Since its first day of making hand
sanitizer on March 31, Badlands
Provisions has produced more than
50,000 ounces of the product.

"When we first started, we were just
producing to fill individual orders. At this
point, we have an inventory of a couple
thousand bottles of each size. Different
counties and large hotels are talking with
us about making orders," Smith said.

Badlands Provisions' hand sanitizer

can be purchased at
all Imperial Do-It
Center hardware
stores and La
Brucherie Irrigation
Supply. The company
produces the product
for individual sale or
bulk quantities.

What Customers
Have to Say

Dion Ashurst
Farms is one of
Badlands' bulk cus-
tomers, using the
product to disinfect
everything from
equipment to its
workforce.

"I work mostly
with bees, and for my
employees, I bought
the bigger bottles and
we spray the down
trucks and other stuff
around the shop and
in areas of heavy traf-
fic. I gave each of our
employees a personal
hand sanitizer to
carry with them,"
Dion Ashurst said
April 14.

The quality of the product is "really
strong," Ashurst said. "I was really
impressed with their product and I could-
n't find hand sanitizer anywhere. It was
so expensive online, and their product is
very fair priced when making bulk
orders."

Cynthia's Flower Connection of El
Centro purchased a large order of hand
sanitizer with plans to give back to its
customers.

"We are giving out a pair of gloves,
hand sanitizer and a mask with every
order of flowers," Cynthia's Flower
Connection owner Silvia Arce said. 

"It works really well on my hands. It
doesn't dry me out, and it's something
that was needed," Arce said of the quali-
ty. "We couldn't find any and we wanted
to help our customers. I think the spray
works better than a gel. You feel cleaner
because the spray is getting around you."

Quality Counts in the Hand
Sanitizer Game

"The cost of our product is a little
higher than the hand sanitizer you would
normally buy at the store," Smith said.
"We are not in the hand-sanitizer busi-
ness, and we can't compete with the
Purells of the world. Ours is a little more
expensive than if you went and tried to
buy Purell online."

Smith also noted there is a $26-per-
gallon tax that accompanies each pur-
chase of ethanol and that Badlands
Provisions' hand sanitizer has a higher

amount of ethanol that
most of its competitors.

"If businesses buy
directly from us, it is at a
lower cost. Any bulk
order over $125, we sell
for wholesale. Imperial
stores sells our product

for $3.49 for a 30-milliliter bottle, $8.99
for a 100-ml bottle and $14.99 for a 10-
ounce refill bottle," Smith said.

"We are currently in discussions for
filling hand sanitizer orders in several
counties throughout the state. We have
talked about selling hand sanitizer
nationally, but it is not cost-effective to
ship. We will ship sanitizer anywhere if
they provide a prepaid shipping label to
ship anywhere," Smith added.

Businesses in need of large amounts
of hand sanitizer for employees can con-
tact Smith at
hello@brawleybadlands.com or by
phone at 760-455-2682. 

Holtville Tribune Thursday, April 16, 2020 PAGE 4

Badlands Provisions Making Hand Sanitizer From Its Ethanol Supply

A PROMOTIONAL photo from Badlands Provisions shows
the various sizes of hand sanitizer the company produces at
its Brawley farm. The company decided to use its stores of
ethanol, which is used to process CBD from hemp, to make
the sought-after product that has been flying off store
shelves since the COVID-19 pandemic began. Badlands is an
industrial hemp grower and had ethanol available as it read-
ies its CBD-extraction facility in Imperial. COURTESY
PHOTO

A GLOVED hand affixes a label to a personal-sized bottle of hand sanitizer that
was made by Badlands Provisions in Brawley. COURTESY PHOTO

A BOX of small spray bottles of hand
sanitizer await packing and shipment
from Badlands Provisions in Brawley.
The farming company decided to use its
stor COURTESY PHOTO 



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Parishioners at the Trinity
Baptist Church were in the midst of
"The Forty Days of Easter"-Lent in
spiritual preparation for Easter--
when California Gov. Gavin
Newsom issued the stay-at-home
order to slow the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

So many of its 200 members
turned to high-tech tools and par-
ticipated in worship services
through the Holtville church's live

streaming videocasts.
"We started on Ash Wednesday

but then began live streaming on
March 22 when we had to shelter
in," said Pastor Richard Moore.
"We had 200 hits at first but now
we get 2,000 hits as more people
meet us online." 

The live streaming continued
every day through Easter. Now,
Trinity Baptist continues with an
hour of live streaming on Tuesdays
at 6:30 p.m. for its Bible Institute
for Spanish-speaking congregants
and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. for

Adult Bible study in English.
"I preached a third of the 40

days and our associate pastors
preached the rest," recalled Moore.

Pandemic Shuffles Liturgical
Schedule

Trinity had four Sunday servic-
es before the restrictions but now
only has a bilingual one at 10:15
a.m. There also is an evening
Sunday prayer held at the church
but it is limited to a 10-person
praise team who all wear surgical
masks and keep at least six feet
apart. 

"They really enjoy it ... it
touches everybody's heart," said
Moore.

But church members certainly
feel the loss of participating in wor-
ship at the church that included a
congregate meal service on
Wednesdays. That was also when
the AWANA Bible study for pre-
school students was held that
attracted 35 to 40 children. It also
served as a day care center when
two through five year olds had a
nap after lunch and scheduled
activities until 5: 30 p.m.

"We were disappointed when it
closed after they closed the public
schools," said Moore.

Church Mitigation Programs
Affected

Trinity's Restoration Center,
similar to Turning Point's Men's
Home for drug and alcohol abuse,
also had to temporarily close. In
fact, Trinity had bought Turning
Point's former men's lodging for its
program that accommodates 10 but
is currently serving five or six.

"They're getting their lives
straightened out," said Moore. "We
have a construction ministry where
men learn to pour concrete, carpen-
try, painting and we've even had
one recently go into ministry,
Oscar Felix, who is now the pastor
of Trinity Baptist Ministry in
Seeley. They now must watch our
service on live stream. But he made
a difference and brought a lot of
people into his church."

Virtual Worship a Lifeline 
Moore said he misses the in-

person Easter worship at the
church. Yet now social distancing
guidelines have been extended to
May 15 and that will mean missing
the Mother's Day worship service
at Holt Park.

"That's going to cause a lot of
consternation; last year we had 200
at the park," he said. "But that's not
going to happen." 

Susan Hawk, a Trinity member
for 20 years, explained most of the
membership is tuning in to the live

stream micro-casts. 
"We definitely rather be there

in person," she said. "But if all you
can do is live stream, it's a good
alternative. We ordinarily go to
church every Sunday so we'll defi-
nitely continue to access it online."
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Holtville's Trinity Baptist Church Still Reaching its Flock

PASTOR RICHARD Moore
of the Trinity Baptist Church

in Holtville and his wife,
Tammy Moore, are shown.
Tammy Moore is Trinity's

nursery coordinator.
PHOTO COURTESY OF TRIN-

ITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Blossom Inn....from page one
public affairs spokesperson Jason
Montiel. The report shows Blossom
Valley staff who responded to
Resident 1 all denied actually wit-
nessing the resident's fall.

According to the report:
Further evidence obtained from

interviews with Blossom Valley staff
revealed that Staff No. 1 and Staff
No. 2 were the first to respond and
assess R1 for injuries. S1 and S2 did
an assessment on R1 and both con-
firmed that they did not find any
observable bleeding and/or other
injuries, Walker reported.

Blossom Valley staff also stated
R1 was not displaying or complain-
ing of any symptoms of pain from the
fall. Staff No. 3 was called to assist
with assessing R1 for any injuries or
pain as well. S3's statements during
their interview corroborated the evi-
dence that R1 was not in pain and did
not have any observable injuries suf-
fered from the fall, Walker added.

First Responders Summoned
Further evidence obtained from

interviews shows that S3 informed
the immediate supervisor, Staff No.
4, who called R1's family and 911
following the initial examination
after R1 tumbled.

"The evidence was contradicto-
ry on whether or not R1 wanted to go
to the  hospital as staff statements
show that they were changing their
mind prior to 911 being called,"
Walker's report stated. 

Eventually, R1 denied having
any preference to go to the hospital
with emergency responders yet they
were medically cleared to remain at
the facility. Evidence shows that
approximately between three and 15
minutes expired from the time when
R1 was observed on the ground to
when 911 was called for service,
Walker's report stated. 

Still, evidence obtained shows
that Blossom Valley staff acted

appropriately to R1's fall by assess-
ing the resident for any pain and/or
injuries and then contacting 911 so
that emergency responders could also
evaluate R1 and whether the resi-
dent's spill warranted being trans-
ferred to the hospital. 

Investigation Supports Staff's
Action 

There was no evidence
obtained from the investigation to
show that Blossom Valley staff vio-
lated any applicable regulations or
laws during the incident with R1.
DSS has established that the com-
plaint was unfounded, Walker report-
ed. 

His report also explained that
this would mean that the allegation
was false, could not have happened
and/or is without a reasonable origin.
Therefore DSS has now dismissed
the complaint. 

DSS conducted an exit inter-
view with administrator Baylon and
a copy of their report along with
Licensee/Appeal Rights was provid-
ed to him. Baylon's signature affixed
to Walker's report confirms receipt of
these rights.

This is the third time since spring
2019 this newspaper published alle-
gations reported by DSS that
Blossom Valley did not meet state
standards for care. In March 2019 the
facility was issued a $10,000 civil
penalty for failing adequate care and
supervision for a resident in 2017,
according to a DSS community care
licensing division report. 

In August 2019, a now former
DSS public affairs spokesperson con-
firmed Blossom Valley had complied
with all DSS orders for corrective
action in connection with an Aug. 12
incident. 

Baylon could not immediately
be reached for comment.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Bulah Mae Goff
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000711
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:   Bulah
Mae Goff
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Thomas Ernest Goff in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  Imperial
The Petition for Probate requests that
Thomas Ernest Goff be appointed
as personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent's
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed

action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held
in this court as follows:
Date: May 22, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent,  you must
file your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of let-
ters to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice

under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested
in the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Steven M. Walker
3205 S. Dogwood Road, Ste B
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-4001
Filed:
April 8, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Legal 6335
Publish: April 16, 23, 30, 2020

For Publication of Your 
Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated

Newspaper 

760-339-4899

Padilla............................from page one
maximum. 

Before the judge rendered his
sentence, Padilla's deputy public
defender, Ben Warren, argued
against some of the enhancements
and sought a sentence of 35 years
to life.

"The court has discretion,"
Johnson reminded Nuñez on April
9. "I don't think it makes sense not
to add (the) enhancement. This is
exactly the type of third strike the
term provided for. And since 2005,
Padilla has not gone four months
without breaking the law." 

Nuñez informed the court
Padilla committed a serious and
violent crime, and he has a history
of serious and violent behavior. His
first felony conviction in 2002 was
for assault with a deadly weapon
and a second in 2011 was for first-
degree burglary.

"His extreme callousness and
cruelty led him to use two deadly
weapons (Calderon's firearm and a
knife Padilla had), and he showed
no remorse (at sentencing)," Nuñez
said. 

In addition to the peace offi-
cer assault with a semi-automatic
firearm count, Padilla was convict-
ed Jan. 28 of assault on a peace
officer with a deadly weapon (a
knife) with an enhancement of
causing great bodily injury; crimi-
nal threats; resisting an executive
officer with an enhancement of
great bodily injury, and guilty of
being a felon in possession of a
firearm.

He was found not guilty of
attempted murder on a peace offi-
cer and the unlawful taking of a
police vehicle.

Warren attempted to object to
the count of possession of a firearm
by a felon because Padilla merely
snatched up Calderon's firearm
when he dropped it, claiming
Padilla did it in an attempt to
escape further questions by
Calderon.

"It wouldn't serve justice to
waive the gun possession," coun-
tered Nuñez. "He retrieved the offi-
cer's firearm and with a knife, he
slashed him and then fired at the

officer, stole his vehicle, then tried
to hide among church congregants
(Iglesia Bethel in Holtville) and
once subdued, after being placed in
the back of a law enforcement unit,
fled, all in an attempt to evade
apprehension. 

"I can't in good conscience
dismiss the enhancement and must
ask for the greatest maximum sen-
tence," Nuñez said. 

Adding to the viciousness of
Padilla's acts, Johnson pointed out
that Calderon was recently med-
ically retired from the Sheriff's
Office because of the injuries he
sustained from Padilla's attack.

The defendant, defense attor-
ney and deputy district attorney
appeared by video remote from the
Imperial County jail in order to
maintain social-distancing guide-
lines because of the coronavirus
outbreak. 

Masks.....................................from page one
sacrifice for them to wear it and
they are to be commended," Villa
said.

Several Imperial County resi-
dents shared their thoughts and
experiences with covering up since
Imperial County Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday,
issued a public health order effec-
tive April 10 that required face
coverings be worn at all times
when interacting in public with
others.

Munday issued the order to
help further reduce the spread of
the COVID-19.

"Social distancing is making
a difference according to data in
the U.S.," Munday said during an
April 10 press conference, "but this
is a new layer of protection."

The order is a misdemeanor
crime if not followed and can be
enforced through a fine of up to
$1,000 or 90 days in jail, Munday
said.

"This is not meant to protect
the wearer, it's meant to protect
others from spreading it," the
health officer clarified.

What Professionals Are
Saying

Staff at PRN Desert
Rehabilitation Institute in El
Centro agree the masks are not the
most comfortable or convenient,
but they serve a greater purpose.

"It is a great idea for all to
wear masks," said Courtney
Barker, an El Centro resident and
an occupational therapist.
Although her place of work provid-
ed masks, they were was not a
good fit as she has a small face. 

"I ordered them (reusable
masks) through Amazon for four
packs for $20," she said. 

Imperial resident Anthony
Ornelas, an occupational therapist
aide, said he added an extension to
his homemade mask, so it won't
hurt his ears. 

"It is very uncomfortable and

my jaw hurts. I bought some home-
made masks from someone on
Facebook. We need to remember,
'cuidate que nadie te cuidara,'" he
said, which translated to English
means, "take care of yourself; no
one else will."

"The mask is uncomfortable
around the ears, but if that is what
we need to do to stay safe and take
precautions, then it is a sacrifice we
need to do until all this passes,"
Calexico resident and physical
therapy aide Ginna Jimenez said.
"If we have kids at home, we have
to come back home and be safe. It
is hard to breath. My jaw feels tight
after we take it off."

Jimenez stated she ordered
more masks online with different
materials and attachments on
Instagram, which were $24 for a
pack of two. 

Looking at the Lighter Side
of Life

The more protection, the bet-
ter for Jesse Chavez, who is a phar-
macy cashier at the El Centro Rite
Aid. Chavez was wearing a face
mask and a face shield that covers
his eyes and face recently. He said
his wife made the face mask. 

"I feel safe, especially when I
work with people right in front of
me. (It) doesn't mean I will not get
the virus," Chavez said. "It is not
comfortable to wear, but I feel
more safe."  

Barbara Fusi of Holtville
wears a surgical mask, and she said
she may keep using it even after the
pandemic passes because it covers
her wrinkles. 

Fusi, who is retired and
enjoys painting as a pastime, has
been a lot of her favorite activity
while social distancing and staying
at home.

Rick Johnson and Jodi
Ferguson Johnson, retired Valley-
ites, sent this newspaper photos of
themselves sporting skull-printed
face coverings while celebrating

their 39th wedding anniversary. 
Who would have thought face

masks would have become a fash-
ion statement, Rick asked rhetori-
cally. "It used to be that you were
automatically 'detained' whenever
you wore a face mask in public," he
stated. 

Rick said he recently saw on
the news how a man was physical-
ly removed from a public bus
because he refused to wear a mask.

More from Munday's
Health Order

In addition to asking that peo-
ple try to stay at home as much as
possible, Munday explained that if
people have to go out and be
among the public at essential
places of business, continue to
practice protective measures
against COVID-19, that is, main-
tain social distancing, wash your
hands, and cover your face. 

The coverings are for the pro-
tection of others and to prevent
yourself from touching your mouth
and nose. Those riding in vehicles,
either by themselves or with mem-
bers of their family that they are
already staying at home with, do
not have to wear masks, Munday
clarified during the press confer-
ence.

Also, notice the health order,
nor Munday during the press con-
ference, uses the term "mask." He
explained he wants the public to
avoid wearing surgical masks, like
the N95 model, and save those pro-
fessional-grade items for health-
care providers and frontline med-
ical workers.

For tutorials and directions on
using face coverings, see links:

https://espanol.cdc.gov/enes/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/diy-clothface-cover-
ings.html

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4

COVID Update......from page one

followed with 20 cases. The three
cities make up the Valley's primary
population centers.

As of midday April 15,
Imperial County had 117 total posi-
tive cases, 75 of which were active,
with 39 patients having made com-
plete recoveries. With three deaths
recorded, the numbers of people test-
ed climbed to 977.

It would seem to go without
saying that the more people there are
in terms of population density, the
more positive cases there will be,
although county public health offi-
cials have not specifically addressed
the causes or roots of case distribu-
tion in the Valley.

"Because the number of cases
still remains relatively small, we are
unable to make a true determination
at this time," stated county Public
Health Department Epidemiologist
Paula Kriner in an emailed statement.
"However, population density has
generally been found as one of the
key factors in the way in which cases
spread."

County Public Health Officer,
Dr. Stephen Munday, nor El Centro
Regional Medical Center Chief
Executive Officer Adolphe Edward
were immediately available to
answer the same question posed to
them.

Why so many cases in
Calexico, Valley?

Calexico, for one, is among the
most densely populated of the
Valley's cities, in terms of square
mileage of the city and number of
people living in that footprint. By
comparison, El Centro, at 11.19
square miles, has a density of
3,957.83 people per square mile.
Calexico, at 8.63 square miles, has a
density of 4,660.8 people per square
mile.  

Maybe it is a reasonable
assumption that Calexico has led
with the most positive COVID cases
much of the time.

Dr. Tien Vo certainly believes
that is one factor. Vo, an internal
medicine specialist who operates
clinics in Calexico and El Centro, has
performed at least 500 polymerase
chain reaction, or PCR, swab tests on
patients in the Valley since March 23.

In general, Vo said he believes
the ratios of people infected to popu-
lation are high in Imperial County
compared to areas like San Diego
County, but he thinks that has roots
in several factors, including proximi-
ty to the border, especially for
Calexico, and is a product of close
contact.

"It's not hard to understand. It's
because of exposure," Vo said April
14 after a drive-through testing clinic
at his Calexico location.

Vo said he has many cases --- at
least four or five entire families ---
under his care in which one member
became infected and spread it to four
or five other members of the family
living under the same roof.

"Education is key," Vo said.
"People need to listen and stay home
… The county did the right thing to
require masks."

In addition to conducting what
arguably could be the most tests
among local healthcare providers, Vo
has also given away 7,000 free masks
to patients and others.

One of the reasons Vo has test-
ed so many people is, he's not only
adhering to CDC guidelines of test-
ing those 65 and older, those with
high-risk co-morbidities and those
who present respiratory symptoms,
he also factors in "exposure" of those
tested to other COVID-positive
patients, which he said allows him
some latitude on who gets tested. 

Recently, in his Calexico clinic,
he said he has tested 50 Border Patrol
agents, five or six of whom have
come back positive, as well as one
emergency room doctor from
Mexicali, who tested positive as
well.

Calexico City Council Member
Rosie Fernandez, who has been
semi-retired since last year after a 40-
year career in healthcare, doesn't
think conditions are any more serious
in Calexico than anywhere else.
Fernandez has worked as a registered
nurse at El Centro Regional Medical
Center and in home health.

"The border affects it some-
what, but it's all over the Valley. We
have a lot of healthcare workers that
live in Calexico that work in different
places," Fernandez said April 15. She
said they could be getting exposed at
their jobs and bringing it back to the
city.

She doesn't believe it's an issue
of healthcare access. Although
Calexico does not have a hospital,
Fernandez said she thinks there is
plenty of access to urgent-care cen-

ters and other medical services in the
community.

Vo Say Culture Plays a Role
With the high number of

Hispanic/Latino residents in Imperial
County in general and Calexico in
particular, Vo said culture is a strong
factor in the rate of transmission of
COVID-19.

"The only problem with the
community of Calexico is, people
don't listen," Vo said. "Caucasians
(non-Hispanic whites) and Asian
people, they get home and hide. The
Hispanic culture is not afraid."

He continued: "They want to go
with their friends and families. They
want to go to Mexicali to party. A lot
of people are busy in the streets in
Calexico. People need to listen and
stay home."

Fernandez agreed with Vo to
some extent. 

"The Mexican culture is hugs
and kisses," said the council member.
"We tend to not get scared of certain
things until it hits home."

Still, Fernandez said there are
plenty of elderly Hispanic residents
who are afraid to catch the coron-
avirus, and they are staying indoors.

"It's all about the individual,"
Fernandez added.

Self-proclaimed social activist
and former Calexico City Council
member and Mayor Maritza Hurtado
partly agrees with Vo, too, but main-
tains that is too simple of a diagnosis.

"He's right, but he's not right,"
Hurtado said during an interview
April 14. "Vo is not from Calexico."

The high number of cases in
her opinion have to do with
Mexicali's influence on the popula-
tion and how government and agen-
cies kowtow to the benefits of a high-
ly transient population, and to the
lack of true "healthcare champions in
the community," Hurtado said.

True Calexico residents are to
be celebrated, she said. Hurtado said
just go into the neighborhoods in the
city, and one can see how quiet it is,
that people are staying home, com-
pared to the still-going buzz of peo-
ple in the downtown.

"In the residential areas of
Calexico, we're doing what we're
supposed to be doing; following
orders."

The System Has Failed
Calexico

Hurtado has taken to social
media, specifically her Facebook
page and other pages she moderates,
to say that the healthcare system in
the city has failed the community at
large. 

Recently, she's been vocal to
say Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo, by
closing its Calexico clinic amid
reports that four workers were infect-
ed with COVID, and the lack of pro-
active programs to help Calexicans
by the city's Heffernan Memorial
Healthcare District have contributed
to the city's high numbers of resi-
dents threatened by coronavirus.

"At this point, Clinicas and
Heffernan are failing Calexico," she
said. 

Hurtado claims Clinicas draws
Mexicali residents to the city to seek
services in Calexico and that
Heffernan has all but stopped fund-
ing many pro-active programs that
help certain sectors of Calexico, like
seniors.

What's more, she said,
Mexicali's influence on Calexico has
always hurt its ability to have a
viable hospital in the city.

Heffernan board President
Rodolfo Valdez refuses to respond to
criticisms made against the district
on social media, saying there is a
time and place for such discussion,
like at public meetings of the health-
care board.

Still, Valdez said April 15 his
board has done much to provide
Personal Protective Equipment like
gloves and masks to first-responders
in the city, healthcare providers who
have requested them, and he said
very soon Heffernan will start to dis-
tribute hundreds of masks and gloves
to the 10 to 12 senior apartment com-
plexes throughout the city. 

Council member Fernandez
sees some of Hurtado's points.
"Calexico has always been deprived
of a hospital and healthcare. (But) I
kind of think she's wrong to say
Heffernan's not doing it, because
their hands are tied … in what they
can do."

Fernandez, a former Heffernan
board member, is referring to policies
on how Heffernan is allowed to
spend its funding according to a
county agency, the Local Area
Formation Commission, that threat-
ened to disband the district a couple
of years ago.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE
AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
John Kubler, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03664
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  John Kubler, Jr
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Paul R. Kubler in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Paul R. Kubler be appoint-
ed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-

tion and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: May 8, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the

date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person

interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Mark G. Spencer

450 B Street, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 997-6275
Filed:
March 27, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 8940
Publish: April 9, 16, 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE                                                                                    NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OF PROPOSAL FOR IMPLEMENTING
SCHOOL FACILITIES FEES AS AUTHORIZED BY

EDUCATION CODE SECTION S 17620 AND GOVERNMENT CODES 65995

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that immediately following a public hearing on the matter, a proposed
resolution(s) will be considered by the Governing Board of Holtville Unified School District at its regu-
lar meeting on April 20th, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., which if adopted by the Board will implement development
fees established by the District against residential construction and reconstruction at $4.08 per square foot
and against new commercial or industrial construction at $0.66 a square foot.  Education Code Section
17620 and Government Code Section 65995 authorize the proposed fees.  Data pertaining to the cost of
school facilities is available for inspection during regular business hours at the District's administrative
offices.  The fee, if approved by the Governing Board, will become effective on June 19th, 2020, which
is 60 days after the proposed adoption of the resolution levying such fee by the Governing Board
Legal 8939
Publish: April 9, 16, 2020

T.S. No.: 2019-00828-CA
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
Property Address: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 10/27/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Roberto Torres and Mary L
Torres, husband and wife as joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/13/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-053193 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 05/29/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
939 W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,

CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
173,863.22

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON
A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAV-
INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAV-
INGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS
BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF
THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHO-
RIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation
of real property: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if any,
shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s),
advances, under the terms of said Deed of
Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the proper-
ty to be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the ini-

tial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 173,863.22.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the open-
ing bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole
and exclusive remedy shall be the return
of monies paid to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a
written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in
the county where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself.  Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to the prop-
erty. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mort-
gagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that informa-
tion about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or
visit this Internet Web site http://www.alti-
s o u r c e . c o m / M o r t g a g e
Services/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServic
es.aspx using the file number assigned to this
case 2019-00828-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration
or that occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the Internet Web
site.  The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 3, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageService
s/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
___________________________________
_____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8943

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No.: 2019-00810-CA
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
Property Address: 228 La Paz Drive,
Imperial, CA 92251

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY
OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO
THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS
DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/23/2006.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY

BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Delia Celaya, A Single Woman
and Javier Zapata, A Single Man, as
Joint Tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/02/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-052065 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 06/12/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: Main Entrance
Imperial County Courthouse, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-
sonably estimated costs and other
charges: $ 237,909.96
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER
FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,

OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE
OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCI-
ATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECI-
FIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHO-
RIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of
Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 228 La Paz Drive,
Imperial, CA 92251
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under
the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee and
of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid balance of
the obligation secured by the property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 237,909.96.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt
owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real
property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this

property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing
the highest bid at a trustee auction does
not automatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you
are the highest bidder at the auction, you
are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title to
the property. You are encouraged to inves-
tigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title insurance com-
pany, either of which may charge you a
fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and
to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been post-
poned, and, if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this property,
you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this
Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServ
i c e s
/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.asp
x using the file number assigned to this
case 2019-00810-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in dura-
tion or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to
verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 8, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServ
ices/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices

.aspx
_________________________________
_______________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-

LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8945

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

APR 09: Jason Brown, Cory Enz,  Marguerite Muller†. Loren 
Dhalliwal
APR 10: Walter Strahm†, Anne Iten, Jon Vessey†, Sarah Enz, Bryan 
Allen Denton 
APR 11: Thomas William Herholtz, Demi Nicole Johnston, C.J. 
Johnston
APR 12: Robin Johnson Cartee, Ann McDonald, Jeanette Turner†  
APR 13: Eugene Chi, Monica Sharp, Ryan Salcido, Paige Lechner
APR 14: Reagan Nelson, Deborah Parkins, Nita Cheatwood, Brett 
Terrill, Anna Dhalliwal, Garett Harting
APR 16: Richard Young,  David Ritter, Creedence Jean Iten
APR 17: Jesus Nunez, Pam Evelyn Thompson, Matthew 

Leimgruber, Georganne Guillen, Kieran Kelly, Carlos G. Hernandez†, 
Addison Nicole Clunn, Marty Morris†

APR 18: Max Granillo
APR 19: Kaity Marrissa Maston, Kelley Cradic-Kilgore, Delainey 
Michaud, Ronald Byram
APR 20: Bryson Anthony Hoff, Lorene Byram, Joshua Garcia
APR 21: Travis Gallaher, Teddy Alec Vogel, Gerald Gettle†
APR 22: Jessica Marie Farias, Robert Lane, Michelle Fast, Thomas

A. Hunt†, Neal Schaffner
Anniversaries

APR 09: Mr. & Mrs. Jared Brady
APR 10: Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rubin
APR 12: Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Chi
APR 13: Mr. & Mrs. Carl & Marcy Bingham
APR 14: Mr. & Mrs. Lester Bornt
APR 15: Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rodahl, Mr & Mr Jim O’Malley
APR 16: Mr & Mrs. Julio Gaucin
APR 17: Mr. & Mrs. Hans Vogel, Mr. & Mrs. TJ Walters, Mr. &

Mrs. Jess Johnson
APR 19: Mr. & Mrs. Brian Van Bebber, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Patzloff
APR 20: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pesqueira
APR 21: Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Denton
APR 22: Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Smith
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