
BY ELIZABETH VILLA

For Holtville's Blanca and George
McClure, who own George's Pizza, their busi-
ness model was already built to survive the
loss of dine-in customers that has come with
the coronavirus pandemic and its effects on
the nation's restaurant industry.

"The profit varies but has maintained. You
can't go wrong with pizza, and the kids are at
home," Blanca McClure said recently, as hus-
band and parlor namesake, George McClure,
made "pies" in the background. She acknowl-
edged a high percentage of their business has
always been carryout.

For ubiquitous Calexico restaurateur Louis
Wong, the rise of COVID-19 came with some
difficult decisions he has never faced in his 30
years as owner of Yum Yum Chinese Food.

"When we found out that this virus was
very contagious, we decided to close the dine-
in service. After two weeks, business was very
slow," Wong said during a recent interview.
"The dine-in is the main portion of the service,
with about 20 percent only for food to go. For
protection of employees and us, we decided to
close it; and we are waiting for governor to let
us re-open." 

While restaurants have been deemed
essential businesses in this country, providing
prepared meals for families and individuals
ordered to stay at home during this worldwide
pandemic, the industry as a whole has been
hobbled in that eateries can only operate in a
limited capacity. Restaurants can provide car-
ryout or delivery services, but many simply
aren't suited to exist without the traffic and
profits made from a regular dine-in crowd.

The survival of local restaurants, big and
small, can depend on smart business practices

or the patronage of loyal customers; tempo-
rary closures or reduction in hours and staff.
Some businesses are going to find a way
through, and some might not re-open at all. It
remains to be seen how long Gov. Gavin
Newsom's mandatory orders will remain in
place, or which businesses are built to weath-
er the storm.

"Restaurants have to resort to reduced staff
and reduced hours while increasing expenses.
Businesses had to make quick decisions to
remain open or ride it out, not knowing the
length or the consequences, as this is a totally

new," said Tim Kelley, president of the
Imperial Valley Economic Development Corp. 

IVEDC has been assisting local businesses
to navigate the mandatory closures through
directing owners to various local, state and
federal resources.

"Each business had to make a conscious
decision as to how they were going to oper-
ate," Kelley said. "Some businesses were in
expansion mode, maxed their business model
and are looking for another line of business-
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This Week

"We meet requirements
by not having more than
10 customers in the build-
ing and placed tape every
six feet. Other than that,
they (customers) have to
wait outside. We are work-
ing together as a team so
that we don't have cus-
tomers waiting too long,"
McClure said.

BLANCA (LEFT) and George McClure of George's Pizza in Holtville stand behind the
counter at their parlor on April 28. With most of George's customers being carryout
orders anyway, the closure of the dining area due to coronavirus precautions has not
been as harmful to the family business as others.  Restaurants in Imperial County in
general are struggling amid the mandatory business closures from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.           CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Imperial County continues to
see a surge in the number of con-
firmed COVID-19-positive
cases, a trend that is likely to
continue now that the testing
capabilities in the county are set
to increase by up to 230 or more
tests a day through various
means.

The developments will not
only show a truer picture of the
extent of the illness among 

Continued on page 6

Increased
COVID testing
means numbers

will increase  

Local, State
Officials Have
No Timeline
to Reopen
Businesses

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Despite last week's
announcement from Imperial
County to reopen outdoor recre-
ational areas for limited use, Dr.
Stephen Munday, Imperial
County Public Health Officer,
said he has no timeline for lifting
all social-distancing restrictions.

Nor is there a timeline for
easing up on restrictions that
would allow businesses to fully
re-open.

"There is no timeline. There
are the beginnings of a plan at 

Continued on page 8

Holtville At-Risk Student Saved by Online
Curriculum, Fascination for Film

A Holtville student teetering on the
edge academically finds an alternative to

success.

BY WILIAM ROLLER

Struggling to get by as a Holtville High School
sophomore, Jacob Valenzuela's love of the silver
screen lead to a life-altering discovery while surfing
the Internet when he found the K-12 Insight web-
page.

Valenzuela, now 18, admitted he could not focus
in a traditional classroom setting and barely man-
aged a 2.0 grade-appoint average until he stumbled
across Insight two years ago and found learning
need not be a burden.

"I wasn't doing well in school and falling behind,
and when I saw Insight, I decided to do home
school ing because I  needed a  different

Continued on page 3

Can restaurants recover? Eat this, COVID
As local eateries struggle through coronavirus closures and limited hours, only the

strongest will survive. Who will weather the storm?

JACOB VALENZUELA of Holtville (from left)
is shown filing a scene in "A Faraway Stare," a
film by director Roy Dorantes. Valenzuela, who
is 18, plays a waiter in the film.
COURTESY PHOTO 



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Holtville City Council author-
ized initial design engineering and
bidding services as well as con-
struction costs for several road and
sidewalk projects at its regular
meeting April 27.

Council unanimously
approved task orders for the
Orchard Road pavement, the
Cedar Avenue sidewalk and the
Ninth Street sidewalk improve-

ment projects. 
The projects have "no fiscal

impact on the city's general fund,"
said Jeorge Galvan, city planner
and project manager for The Holt
Group, which is conducting the
design and bidding process.
"Design includes survey work, it's
more than just slapping concrete
together. … They also have to
make sure everything slopes prop-
erly for curbs and gutters so (rain)
water runoff flows into catch
basins and into the Alamo River to

avoid flooding."
Also, sidewalk ramps must be

made compatible with the
Americans with Disabilities Act
and driveways on Cedar Avenue,
where heavy truck traffic occurs,
must withstand the added load bur-
den. 

Design for the Orchard Road
project, which runs between the
Alamo River Bridge and Fourth
Street, has a design cost of $51,618
and a construction cost of
$396,000 for 2020 that begins in

the fall. Additional construction
wraps up by summer 2021 and will
cost another $120,000. 

The Cedar sidewalk improve-
ments have a design expense of
$38,944 with construction costing
$218,000 that starts early 2021 and
finishes by July. Meanwhile, the
Ninth Street sidewalk improve-
ment's design comes in at $43,091
with a construction expense of
$331,000 that gets underway in the
fall and is expected to finish before
Christmas, explained Galvan.

In April 2019, the city was
awarded a federal Surface
Transportation Block Grant and a
state Local Partnership Program
grant administered through the
state Department of Transportation
to do the work. In addition, finan-
cial support comes from the Local
Transportation Authority from
voter-approved Measure D funds,
a half-cent local retail sales tax for

specific transportation projects,
and the state's Senate Bill 1 gas
taxes. 

Interim Clerk Becomes
Permanent

In other business, the council
appointed Kariza Sambrano to the
position of city clerk. 

Since the resignation of the
prior clerk a year and a half ago,
Sambrano has been covering the
duties on a designated interim
basis, explained City Manager
Nick Wells. 

This included note-taking at
meetings and preparation of offi-
cial minutes. Sambrano also post-
ed public notices and agendas as
necessary and coordinated staff
activities to comply with public
records requests. She consented at
this meeting to continue in this
capacity indefinitly.

environment," said Valenzuela.
"They sent me a Chromebook and
some textbooks. I access their
website and go live every morning
with a different teacher. I now
have a 3.1 GPA."

Valenzuela focuses on English,
calculus and an Advanced
Placement world-history classes.
He logs in at 9 a.m. and logs off at
noon, or logs in at 2 p.m. and off at
5 p.m. The schedule varies but not
Valenzuela's attention span as he is
now riveted to his studies.

"Honestly, I feel more focused-
not so distracted," he said. "We
have quizzes every day, then
midterm and a final exam. I'm in
my final quarter, and I'll get an
accredited homeschool diploma."

Valenzuela will graduate with
about 500 seniors who completed
Insight's curriculum on June 17 in
an Anaheim venue to be
announced.

Through a combination of
cloud-based technology and pro-
fessional development, Insight's
school-based solutions were creat-
ed to give students the tools they
need to advance. From their
Virginia headquarters, a team of
teachers and technologists pro-
mote dedication to learning so to
improve communities and student
outcomes, explains Insight's web-
page. Insight has done this work in
districts, large and small, reaching
more than 4 million students, the
online program reports.

Plotting His Professional
Future

Since age 13, Valenzuela has
cultivated a passion for movies
and acting, citing Jim Carrey, star
of the comedy/action movie hit
"Ace Ventura: Pet Detective," and
as one of his favorite actors, and
his favorite movie as "Central
Intelligence" starring Kevin Hart
and Dwayne Johnson. 

Although he never participated
in a school drama club, Valenzuela
has had some roles in film shorts
such as "Miles Per Hour," a movie
directed by Ryan Joseph Perez of
Niland about a waiter whose inten-
sity is focused on race-car driving
and leaves him on edge to hit the
oval track.

"It was released on YouTube in
2019," recalled Valenzuela. "Ryan
wanted to enter it in the Imperial

Valley Film Festival, but it was too
much money because he was
involved with other films. But I
was in another, "The Tussle,"
about a group of guys who hang
out at a bar and get involved in
fights. It was one of my favorites
because the actors all hung out and
learned from each other."

Valenzuela also cultivated a
love for stand-up comedians. One
of his idols is Gabriel Iglesias.
"He's on Netflix with 'I'm not Fat
... I'm Fluffy' and he's got a TV
show, 'The Fluffy World Tour.' I'm
just a fan, but I tried to contact him
when I was younger."

Once he graduates high school,
Valenzuela will head for his sister
Jennifer's residence in San Diego. 

"I lived with her when I was
attending the Acting
Professionally (a San Diego-based
acting school)," said Valenzuela.
"My whole family will spend the
summer."

Acting Professionally provides
professional-level acting classes
for adults and children. It offers
comprehensive training to build
the skills needed to succeed,
including on-camera audition
skills, cold-reading skills as well
as industry showcases live and
online to maximize exposure to the
industry locally and in Los
Angeles.

Another movie short
Valenzuela played a role in was
"Faraway Stare," written, pro-
duced and directed by Roy
Dorantes, who has run his own
company, RD Media Productions,
while working as a local television
news reporter.

"The movie is about drug
addiction and a warning to young
people to not get involved," said
Valenzuela. "I play the part of a
waiter. I really liked it. But it was
an eye-opener and a warning
because drugs will ruin your life."

Dorantes praised Valenzuela
for really coming across on screen
as being totally into his character. 

"We wanted Jacob to play a
strong teenage character," said
Dorantes. "And he participated
way beyond the set. He helped
promote the movie on his own. I
think a person like that is a direc-
tor's wish."

Dorantes said Valenzuela

helped secure two film shoot loca-
tions through his extended family,
one being the Los Cerritos restau-
rant at 411 E. Fifth St. in Holtville. 

Making the Most of
Networking

Valenzuela plans to connect
with an actor/model friend of his
in Los Angeles, Ayden Mekus,
who had the lead role in "The Lilac
Thief." 

"He's living in L.A. with his
parents, and he'll help me get audi-
tions," said Valenzuela.

Two people Valenzuela will
always have in his corner are his
parents. His mother, Savanah,
wrote in an email that they as par-
ents always encouraged him to
pursue his acting. 

And he started his own
YouTube channel writing short
stories and acting them out with
the support of his younger cousins.
She noted, Jacob has a lot of talent
and potential to succeed one day. 

"In 'Miles Per Hour' he did a
wonderful performance," Savanah
wrote. "'Faraway Stare' is about
drug addiction and the aftermath
and impact it has in our youth. As
parents, we are extremely proud of
all his performances in the short
films he's done. We are very thank-
ful to Ryan Joseph Perez and to
Roy Dorantes for the opportunity
they gave Jacob."

She also pointed out, Jacob has
a strong determination about being
an actor.

"We encourage him and praise
him daily," she added. "We tell
him to never give up and not let
anyone crush his dreams or his
spirit and to believe in himself
always. We told him to remember
he will never stand alone because
his parents and his siblings believe
in him always, far away or near,
and he is very much loved."
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Week of April 27th
Evidence-Based Practices in Children Services: Coping Cat

for Anxiety
(Originally aired on February 2016)

Coping Cat is an evidence based practice in children with anxiety. Anxiety
disorders affect one in eight children. Research shows that untreated children

with anxiety disorders are at higher risk to perform poorly in school, miss
out on important social experiences, and engage in substance abuse. Imperial

County Behavioral Health Children’s Services uses a cognitive-behavioral
approach to treat anxiety disorders in children and young adolescents 

between the ages of  8 to 14.

Lillian Vera, LCSW
Licensed Clinical 

Social Worker

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 27 de abril 2020
Practicas Basadas en la Evidencia en los Servicios Infantiles:

El Gato Valiente para la Ansiedad
(Originalmente transmitido en febrero 2016)

El Gato Valiente (conocido en Inglés cómo Coping Cat), es una práctica basa-
da en la evidencia, para los niños con ansiedad. Los trastornos de ansiedad

afectan a uno de cada ocho niños. Las investigaciones muestran que los niños
sin tratamiento tienen un mayor riesgo de mal desempeño en la escuela, de
perderse experiencias sociales esenciales y de participar en el abuso de sus-

tancias. Los servicios infantiles del Departamento de Salud Mental utiliza un
enfoque cognitivo-conductual para el tratamiento de los trastornos de

ansiedad en niños y adolescentes entre 8 a 14 años de edad.
Lillian Vera, LCSW

Trabajadora Social Clínico 
con Licencia Estatal

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 01: Elizabeth Schaffner, Kim Brady, Cynthia Farris Briseno
MAY 02: Betty Predmore, Cynthia Poloni Lydon, Mia Brown, Sam 
Hilfiker, Sid Highley Mark Schmidt.
MAY 03: Kerstie Cayne, Sam Byram, Chris Sharp, Herbert 
Holdridge, Cruz Rangel Sr.†, Keith George, Kenneth Thompson†
MAY 04: Gizelle Nunez, James Wurzbach, Gage Haas, Mitch 
Alexander Fui, Rosie Allegranza, Ralph Allegranza†, Jackson Dion 
Ashurst
MAY 05: Dayna Riley, Matthew Strahm, Kenadie Littelman, J.P. 
Birger IV, Jim Predmore, Ricky Santistevan†
MAY 06: Bo Espinoza

Anniversaries
MAY 01: Mr & Mrs. Mark Hulsey, Mr. & Mrs. Loren Strahm
MAY 02: Mr. & Mrs. Terry Allegranza, Mr. & Mrs. John Burgun
MAY 03: Mr. & Mrs. Chato Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Chad Bailey
MAY 05: Mr. & Mrs. Greg Seals

Holtville Council OKs Pavement Design, Sambrano as City Clerk

JACOB VALENZUELA (center) of Holtville, a budding actor and
an at-risk youth success story, is flanked by a his parents at their
home. COURTESY PHOTO

Valenzuela........................................from page one

Two I.C. Inmates Test Positive
for COVID-19

STAFF REPORT
Imperial County Sheriff's

Office received notification that
two inmates housed at the Imperial
County Regional Adult Detention
Facility tested positive for
COVID-19 on April 26, according
to a county press release.

Both inmates have been placed
in isolation to avoid contact with
other inmates and to reduce the
chance of spreading the virus, the
press release dated April 27 stated.

Symptoms from one inmate

were originally detected during the
booking process and that inmate
was immediately placed in the
Medical Isolation Cell. As a safety
measure, the Sheriff's Office has
enhanced protocol during the
booking process to detect high-risk
inmates as they are booked into the
system, the release states.

The second inmate was in a
housing assignment for several 

Continued on page  3



other than just a sit-down (restau-
rant), more take-out or catering-
now they are in survival mode."

Through both profit and pain,
here are a few of the stories of
local restaurant owners, and the
perspective of those dedicated to
help them.

All Things Great and Small
As far as local businesses go,

Burgers & Beer is considered one
of the biggest, in terms of success
and scope. 

Burger & Beer has remained
open on a limited basis through-
out, providing carryout meals and
choosing to apply for U.S. Small
Business Administration loans
and a loyal customer base to con-
tinue.   

While the company's flagship
location on Imperial Avenue in El
Centro is open, its Imperial
Valley Mall restaurant was
closed, Burgers & Beer co-owner
Jaime Honold said.

"The sales at the El Centro
restaurant are way lower than
normal. The other four are strug-
gling. But we are all in this
together," Honold said recently.
"The people are reacting really
well. People are placing value on
everything in general-we have a
home, car, something to eat, give
thanks … we are very spoiled in
the U.S."

In addition to the two El
Centro locations, Burgers & Beer
operates in Yuma, La Quinta,
Rancho Mirage and Temecula.  

The business has reduced
hours overall, and it is getting its
customers educated on how to
pick up their orders. Honold

added some of the small business
loans have been approved and
others are pending. 

"As a business, (we're) being
more conservative and concen-
trating on quality not quantity-do
something better and don't worry
about breaking records," Honold
said.  

For some smaller mom-and-
pop businesses, though, things
are more of a struggle.

"I have definitely been torn. I
struggled at night. Should I keep
doing this? This is a place to stop
in and get a quick drink and bur-
rito. A lot of people don't cook,
and people will be lost without
the restaurant being open," said
Melissa Birger-Hernandez,
owner of the Holtville Taco Shop.

"We've kept our restaurant
open as long as we can. I don't
know how long we will be able to
go on like this," she said. 

Birger-Hernandez gave her
employees the option to stay
home or come in to work. She
wanted to ensure they were com-
fortable and to think of their fam-
ilies first. They didn't lose their
jobs, she said.  

Seeing the customers fellow-
ship together and being part of
their joy is what restaurant own-
ers are missing the most. It is sad
not to see big groups socializing
like they used to, Birger-
Hernandez said.

Adjustments made at the taco
shop include reduction of hours,
reduction of employees, take-
outs only and an increased
expense for supplies and having
to clean more to comply with

health orders, Birger-Hernandez
said. 

Her parents opened the
restaurant 28 years ago, and "I
think that is the main reason that
I keep trying to do what I am
doing, because of my dad. They
were so important to the commu-
nity, and that is why it is so
important to keep it open." 

"We are falling behind with
IID (electricity) and rent, but I
will be applying for a small busi-
ness loan. (I am) hoping we get
accepted but heard that the banks
are having a difficult time pro-
cessing the loans. They are say-
ing they are no longer accepting
applications," she added.  

"IID is not shutting off our
electricity, but what happens
when it is over? What will the
future bring, is what worries me,"
Birger-Hernandez said with a
slight sadness in her voice.

Providing a United Front
Chambers of commerce and

economic development officials
across Imperial County have
been doing their part to assist
local eateries to survive these try-
ing times. 

"(Merchants) do not want a
handout. They just want to serve
people and make their own future
without being dependent on oth-
ers," said Anne Irigoyen, presi-
dent of the El Centro Chamber of
Commerce. "I've seen many epi-
demics, and humans are resilient.
We are going to get through this." 

El Centro Chamber of
Commerce has compiled a list of
its member restaurants and their
status to date (open/closed, pick-
up, carryout delivery, online
ordering, etc.). The list is accessi-
ble through a link in a green bar
on the chamber's website,
www.elcentrochamber.org

The Imperial Valley Joint
Chambers of Commerce, which

Irigoyen is working with closely,
has put together a project titled
"Yes, We Are Open," where mer-
chants can place a video of them-
selves and their business, and
their hours of operation, on
Facebook to let people know they
are open for business.  

"This has been pretty success-
ful," Irigoyen said. "Our next step
is to put out positive stories to
post on Facebook on how they
are adapting to these strict rules
and still doing business."  

In Holtville, Chamber of
Commerce manager Rosie
Allegranza said the chamber con-
tacts restaurants to keep track of
which are open. She said the
chamber is requesting communi-
ty support of its restaurants by
ordering carry-out or buying gift
cards. 

Allegranza is also asking
Holtville residents to support a
specific restaurant each day by
putting out the message on fliers.  

On a wider level, IVEDC's
Kelley has led many local restau-
rant and nonessential small busi-
ness owners forced to close
entirely to the U.S. Small
Business Administration.

SBA provides low-interest,
long-term "Economic Injury
Disaster Loans" to small busi-
nesses, small agricultural cooper-
atives and most private non-prof-
it organizations to help meet
financial obligations and operat-
ing expenses that could have
been met had the disaster not
occurred.  

The loans provide the neces-
sary working capital to help small
business survive until normal
operations resume after a disas-
ter. After an applicant has com-
pleted the application, it can take
two to three weeks for a determi-
nation. Thereafter the loan is
closed and funds disbursed with-

in five days.  
On a micro level, Kelley said

he and others he knows try to
patronize local restaurants and try
to utilize their businesses every
day for lunch or dinner.  

"It's time for us to show our
gratitude now when they need it
most," Kelley said. "It's tough on
everybody, they are just trying to
sustain business for their employ-
ees."

There's Truth in Numbers
The restaurant industry, more

than any other industry in the
nation, has suffered the most sig-
nificant sales and job losses since
the COVID-19 outbreak began.
So far, more than 8 million
restaurant employees have been
laid off or furloughed, and the
industry will lose $80 billion in
sales by the end of April, accord-
ing to the National Restaurant
Organization.    

More than six in 10 adults
have worked in the restaurant
industry at some point during
their lives. Nearly one-half of
adults got their first job experi-
ence in a restaurant.  

The National Restaurant
Association notes that the total
economic impact of the restau-
rant industry is more than $2.5
trillion a year.  

Per the California Restaurant
Associations, restaurants are a
driving force in California's
economy as they provide jobs
and build careers for thousands of
people and play a vital role in
local communities throughout
California. 

In 2019, restaurant and food-
service jobs in California totaled
11 percent of employment in the 

Continued on page 8
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Holtville School Official Holding Out Hope for Physical Grad Ceremony

VIVIAN SANCHEZ (from left) and her mother, Rosa Maria
Barajas, owners of Rosa's Plane Food in Calexico, pose in front
of their Imperial Avenue restaurant on April 26. Rosa's is par-
tially open to prepare food for takeout service, but it also is under
contract by the Area Agency on Aging to fix meals for seniors cit-
izens. It's part of how the business is surviving during the partial
closure during the COVID-19 pandemic. CORISSA IBARRA
PHOTO 

Restaurants...........................................................from page one

BY JAYSON BARNIKE

With many high schools in
the Valley moving forward to
plan "virtual" graduation cere-
monies, Holtville High School's
principal is holding out hope that
an actual ceremony might still
happen.

"The best scenario is that we
will have our traditional gradua-
tion ceremony, and there are still
a few other high schools in the
Valley holding out for that. Our
biggest hope is the governor lifts
his mandate on gatherings of 10
or more," Holtville High School

Principal Anthony Arevalo said
recently.

Local school administrators
are utilizing a joint document
through the Imperial County
Office of Education that all the
schools are using to share infor-
mation on grading, graduation
and other COVID-related issues.

Several different scenarios for
graduation have been proposed
on this document, Arevalo said.

"Some schools are opting for
a virtual graduation ceremony.
The way I understand it is, the
principal will start with opening
words, when they transition into
the graduation ceremony, they

will have a photo of the student
along with a short profile of what
the student wants to do in the
future," Arevalo said.

"So far, I heard Calexico is
going that route. Some schools
have been talking about a car-line
parade, where students drive
around the city and the parade
ends at the high school, where the
students are given a diploma."

Arevalo shared a few more
options that are on the table for
graduation.

"A military-school set up a
(graduation) ceremony where all
students were six feet apart.
Another option is having a small

graduation for 20 students each.
We would have to set up time
frames for people. This option is
a little more challenging on the
organizational side and only two
people come per family," he said.

Arevalo is in close communi-
cation with senior advisors and
will run a survey among students
to see which graduation option
they would prefer. 

"Students are oddly coming
up with a bunch of their own
ideas," the Viking principal
noted.

In terms of committing to a
date for the seniors' big day,
Arevalo said, "I don't have a

definitive answer yet of what our
graduation will look like. There
isn't a day we come to work
where we don't think about it and
think about how our students
feel.

"We are taking it day by day.
If you were to ask me, I would
say we will make the decision
some time mid-May in time for
our board meeting," Arevalo
added. "We will make some type
of joint decision considering
what the students want and their
safety."

Inmates................from page two

days prior to getting tested for
COVID-19. Inmates that were
housed in the same unit with the
positive inmate have been placed
in quarantine and will continue to
be observed by medical staff.
COVID-19 testing has been
ordered for all inmates assigned
to this housing unit.

The Sheriff's Office has hired
a professional vendor to properly
sanitize the housing unit before
releasing any inmates back to the

module.
The County of Imperial has

enhanced its existing health and
safety guidelines to ensure the
safety of staff and inmates
assigned to the detention facility.
Multiple best practice measures
have been implemented in all
County departments over the past
several weeks to ensure the safe-
ty of all entering County facili-
ties, the release states.

To submit an obituary give us a
call at  (760) 339-4899 

or email us the information: 
holtvillenews@aol.com



BY MARCIA JENNINGS

Each year the Woman's Club of
Holtville publishes a calendar of events,
covering each month from September
through June. Hours of work and planning
go into creating this booklet. Once printed,
it's as if it were written in stone … at least
metaphorically. 

The event scheduled for May 6 was
titled: "Honoring Excellence/Holtville
Woman's Club Awards Luncheon," and it
was to be hosted by scholarship chair
Mary Jane Kirchenbauer.

"But man proposes (or in this case,
woman) and God disposes," or so the say-
ing goes. 

This year, coronavirus arrived,
wreaking havoc all over the world. As
COVID-19 struck the United States, busi-
nesses, schools and organizations were
shuttered. The Woman's Club is currently
holding no meetings. 

And yet, life is resilient. After all, if
something is written in stone, it needs to be
honored. 

Through the years, one of the primary
goals of the Woman's Club has been edu-
cation. These goals are accomplished
through its officers, volunteer members,
and caring members of the community
who respond to fund-raising events, such
as the spaghetti dinner. This cooperation
makes the yearly scholarships the club
provides, as well as other projects, possi-
ble. We wholeheartedly thank the public
for its support.  

On behalf of the Woman's Club, I
apologize to every scholarship winner for
being unable to celebrate as we do each
year. However, that doesn't affect how
proud we are of each one of you, nor does
it diminish your efforts. Following the
rules of social distancing, you will be
awarded your scholarships through the
mail. Please remember, above all, we wish
you success in all your endeavors.

Below are listed the scholarship win-
ners for this year. Someone once said that
success shouldn't be measured by how far
you've gotten in life, but rather by the road
you've had to travel to get to a certain
point. The road for some of these scholar-
ship winners has not been easy, and yet, all
demonstrate - to one degree or another -
adaptability, spunk and resiliency. 

California Federation of Women's
Clubs/Nursing and Medical

Scholarships
First Place-Olivia Amaya

Olivia is a full-time nurse at El
Centro Regional Medical Center, a single
mother and also attends San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley campus in

Calexico. She plans to eventually earn her
master's in nursing, and then continue
working in the Imperial Valley. Despite
juggling all of this, she maintains a high
grade-point average and remains focused
on her educational goals. 

Second Place-Jessica McAlexander
Jessica is currently cross-enrolled in

Imperial Valley College and SDSU in
order to fast track her bachelor's degree in
nursing. She is aiming for her Ph.D. and
wants to become a nurse practitioner. She
is married and has two children. It has
been difficult because her husband, who
was the sole breadwinner for many years,
became permanently disabled at work.
Nevertheless, her life dreams are still
there.

Third Place-Kayla Toni Duran
Kayla is a child of immigrant parents

and the first to graduate college in her fam-
ily. She sees life as sometimes being a "big
challenge." Fortunately, she has been gift-
ed with even bigger dreams. She has two
children and also helps her mother. She is
currently enrolled at IVC working for an
associate degree as a registered nurse, and
planning to go on to San Diego State for
her master's degree.

Woman's Club High School
Scholarships

First Place-Ella Hoyt
Ella has aspired to become a pediatri-

cian since early childhood. Circumstances
allowed her to see the good side, as well as
the pitfalls of medical care. She wants
wholeheartedly to excel in this field and
provide quality care for children. Ella is an
honor student, communicates well and is
an overachiever. Her next step is to major
in biomedical sciences at Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Virginia.

Second Place-Lissa Cota 
Lissa is a Holtville High School sen-

ior who plans to attend IVC. She is very
active in school, has very good grades and
aspires to eventually go to University of
California, Los Angeles. She worries,
though. Her mother was diagnosed with
cancer, and after all the medical expenses,
Lissa doesn't want to be a financial burden.
Sometimes she wonders about her future.
And yet, she continues studying, and hop-
ing, and aiming for a bright future.

Third Place-Nayeli Garcia 
Nayeli has learned how to manage

her time through being active in school:
band, varsity track team, cross-country
team and different clubs offered at school.
She has three younger siblings, so she's
relying on scholarships, FAFSA and Cal
Grants to get her through her education.
She is determined that her field of study
will be psychology. 

Holtville Tribune Thursday, April 30, 2020 PAGE 4

Woman's Club of Holtville 2020 Scholarship Winners Announced

Olivia Amaya

Jessica McAlexander

Kayla Toni Duran

Lissa Cota

Ella Hoyt

Nayeli Garcia

Congratulations to all recipients of the Holtville Woman’s Club Scholarships!!

Drive-Up COVID
Testing In Holtville

DR. TIEN TAN VO and his staff conduct screenings and give
COVID-19 swab tests during a drive-through testing clinic in
Turning Point Ministry's parking lot on Cedar Avenue in
Holtville on the evening of April 28. 
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

Visit our website: holtvilletribune.com

I.V. Food Bank Again Breaks
Records Serving COVID-affected

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

In yet another record-setting
month, volunteers and Imperial
Valley Food Bank staff fed some
356 local families and handed out
about 20,000 pounds of food on
April 27 during the bank's one-a-
month Valley-wide distribution in
Imperial.

Due to the overwhelming
response seen at last month's dis-
tribution (332 families served),
food bank officials moved the dis-
tribution point from its new head-
quarters on Aten Road in Imperial,
to the more spacious I.V.
Fairgrounds parking lot, also in
Imperial, said Stefanie Campos,
marketing and communications
manager for the nonprofit agency.

"The number of people call-
ing us for food has greatly
increased. We saw a 12 percent

surge in just the second half of
March, and we expect a larger
surge in April," food bank
Executive Director Sara Griffen
told the El Centro City Council on
April 24, referring to Valley-wide
numbers.

For the entire month of April,
through individual appointments,
the bank served a total of more 650
families (including the 356 from
April 27) from its Aten Road loca-
tion, Campos said during an April
28 interview. 

That is over and above the
individual distributions the food
bank does on its own in specific
Valley communities and with part-
nering agencies during the month.

For example, in Calexico,
Campos said the food bank handed
out fresh and frozen food and
canned goods to 480 individuals
and 164 families at Kennedy
Gardens park on April 28.

Calexico had a total of four
distribution sites during April, she

said, with more than 3,400 total
people fed and nearly 1,000 fami-
lies assisted. Campos said that is a
10-percent increase for individuals
and a 13-percent increase for fam-
ilies in Calexico since March.

Meanwhile, back to the
bank's once-a-month distribution
April 27, Campos said 39 workers
and volunteers, which included 13
food bank staffers, four U.S.
Border Patrol agents, 14 National
Guardsmen and six food bank
board members, among others,
helped hand out 14 pallets of dry
goods and frozen food and five 6-
foot-by-6-foot bins of canned
goods.

Campos said that 20,000
pounds of food averages to about
55 pounds of food per family who
showed up.

Consistently, the food bank
had been assisting 80 to 100 

Continued on page 8

Cars backed up for several hundred yards and all sorts of individuals, from National Guardsmen to
Imperial Valley Food Bank volunteers and staff, loaded cars with frozen and fresh foods and canned
goods during yet another record-breaking I.V. Food Bank Distribution on April 27 at the I.V.
Fairgrounds in Imperial. Since layoffs and businesses closures due to social distancing, more and more 
distribution. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS



BY WILLIAM ROLLLER

The venerable "Friday Night
Steak Dinner" has returned to El
Centro's American Legion Boyce
Aten Post 25, albeit modified to
comply with state and local public
health guidelines for social dis-
tancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The newly re-opened kitchen
at the American Legion post
began serving its steak dinners
starting at 6 p.m. April 24 as take-
out orders only. The takeout
orders are all part of a soft open-
ing of the post's kitchen, which
underwent an extensive remodel
and re-opened for business April
20.

"Now is a good time for a soft
opening. Now, more than ever, we
need to reach out to veterans, help
them lighten up. We need to laugh
at something, especially with
something like COVID, when it's
beyond your control, so we're try-
ing to relieve the isolation," said
Tracy Rascoe, Post 25 executive
board member and junior past
department vice commander for
American Legion Area 5.

Through a $50,000 grant from
the Imperial Irrigation District in
November 2019, the Boyce Aten
post underwent a complete

reworking of its kitchen that just
wrapped up this month.

"We decided to do this now
because the kitchen is older than
myself, and I'm 57," Rascoe said.
"It was so hazardous, it was a dan-
ger to light up the stove." 

Makeover Keeps Crew in
Comfort

Along with a new stove-oven
with a better flat-top griddle, new
char-broiler and a new
microwave, the grant funding also
purchased a much better exhaust
hood that has proved critical to the
legion's all-volunteer kitchen
crew.

"The old one was smoking up
the hallway," Rascoe said. "And
we got a new 10-ton air-condi-
tioner because of the extreme tem-
peratures in the kitchen. We had to
set up a cooling station for our
volunteers, and we're entirely
dependent upon them. 

"Some had come to us and
said, 'I can't do this anymore.' And
it's our volunteers who help keep
the Friday night dinners fairly
cheap," he added.

In addition to the Friday take-
out dinners, Post 25 started serv-
ing takeout lunch from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. April 20. 

The Post 25 kitchen is also
known as "Grams' Café," thanks
to the generosity of the late

"Sarge" Grams and his widow,
Ollie, who donated $25,000 to the
post not long before Grams' pass-
ing in 2017. 

In addition to the work done
in the kitchen, Boyce Aten post
already began renovations to its
flooring in the dining area, hall-
way and bathrooms. 

Veterans Step Up to Plate, Too
The post is more than just a

getaway for veterans to relax,
since part of the reason for its
existence is to engage the commu-
nity and make it a better place to
live. 

With the reopening of the
kitchen and Friday night dinner

service comes the ability to help
the elderly in the community,
Rascoe said.

Since the COVID-19 out-
break, with shelter-in-place guide-
lines, it can be difficult for the eld-
erly to feed themselves. The Area
Agency on Aging has been deliv-
ering meals to 1,000 seniors
throughout the county, but Rascoe
said the AAA needs help, and the
post wants to provide that help.

"That's a lot of food and more
people need assistance," said
Rascoe. "So, when (seniors) shop,
if they can shop at all, they could
still use our help. So, we made an
offer to our Friday night diners.

For anyone who brings a nonper-
ishable food item to donate (rice,
beans and tomato sauce are the
most popular), we discount our
$15 dinner to just $12. And with
steak, baked potato, salad, green
beans and roll, it's a pretty good
deal."

Mutually Interdependent 
Mike Lizarraga, Post 25 com-

mander, explained resources from
the dinners not only go back to
sustaining the post but to 

Continued on page 8
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ERIC KIRBY, FORMER deck seaman on the USS Peterson, a
destroyer based in Norfolk, Virginia, holds a canned good intend-
ed for Area Agency on Aging in the remodeled kitchen area of the
American Legion Boyce Aten post in El Centro on April 27.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Boyce Aten Post 25 Re-fires Grill
for Popular Friday Night Dinner
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Need to publish your Fictitious Business Name
Statement, Order

To Show Cause For Name Change, 
Summons or Probates? Give Us A Call 

(760) 339-4899

T.S. No.: 2019-00810-CA
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
Property Address: 228 La Paz Drive,
Imperial, CA 92251
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMA-
RY OF INFORMATION
REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORD-
ED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT
BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY
OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
10/23/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Delia Celaya, A Single
Woman and Javier Zapata, A
Single Man, as Joint Tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/02/2006
as Instrument No. 2006-052065 in
book ---, page--- and of Official
Records in the office of the Recorder
of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 06/12/2020 at 02:00
PM
Place of Sale: Main Entrance
Imperial County Courthouse, 939
W. Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance,
reasonably estimated costs and other
charges: $ 237,909.96
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDER-
AL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDER-
AL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSO-
CIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIA-
TION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECI-
FIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHO-
RIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed
to and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter described property under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described as:
More fully described in said Deed of
Trust.
Street Address or other common des-
ignation of real property: 228 La Paz
Drive, Imperial, CA 92251
A.P.N.: 044-667-015-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness of
the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with
interest thereon, as provided in said
note(s), advances, under the terms of
said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 237,909.96.
Note: Because the Beneficiary
reserves the right to bid less than the
total debt owed, it is possible that at
the time of the sale the opening bid
may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey
title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy
shall be the return of monies paid
to the Trustee, and the successful
bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust
has executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written request to
commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real
property is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auc-
tion. You will be bidding on a lien,
not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does
not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to
the property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as
a courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (866)-960-
8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
S e r v i c e s
/DefaultManagement/TrusteeService
s.aspx using the file number assigned
to this case 2019-00810-CA.
Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflect-
ed in the telephone information or on
the Internet Web site.  The best way
to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 8, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as
Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-
8 2 9 9
http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/Truste
eServices.aspx
_____________________________
___________________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE,
LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8945

Holtville City Manager Gets New Contract, 2-Percent Raise
BY WILLIAM ROLLER 

Holtville City Manager Nick
Wells signed a new three-year
employment contract that will see
him earn a 2-percent salary
increase-to $97,000 a year-retroac-
tive to September 2019, Wells'
most recent anniversary with the
city.

The contract was ratified by
the Holtville City Council in
closed session April 27, Wells told
this newspaper April 29.

City manager since 2011,
Wells' most recent three-year con-
tract was set to expire Sept. 30 and
the council has historically held an
annual review to assess the city
manager's performance, Wells
said. He said that will still occur
again Sept. 29.

Contract talks between Wells
and the council started last fall, but
city business and, ultimately, the
COVID-19 pandemic, sidelined
discussions.

"I work for the council and
manage the city staff and some of
the knowledge regarding the city
that the council attains is filtered
through me," Wells said. "It's noth-
ing special, it's the way most simi-
lar cities are set up. When talks
began in December, other priori-
ties took precedence, and soon
after we found ourselves in the
midst of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. Generally, we try to get this
completed by February, so that
was the reason for a sole topic
meeting."

The council held a special
meeting April 20 just to talk about
Wells' contract, but the new terms

were not approved until the coun-
cil's regularly scheduled April 27
meeting.

Water Plant Maintenance
The City Council was apprised

of maintenance activities proceed-
ing at the water and sewer plants
by Frank Cornejo, water/waste-
water operations supervisor, dur-
ing the most recent regular meet-
ing.

At the start of April, Cornejo
met with state sanitation official,
Alan Tell, to complete a three-year
watershed sanitary survey of the
city's municipal water system. Part
of this included removing water
transfer and distribution pumps.

"The pumps all wear out at
some point, but we can't let them
fail all at once, so Frank is very
proactive and replaces them on a
rotating schedule," Wells said.

"The water plant can operate with-
out one or two pumps. Frank usu-
ally tries to get it done by early
spring before our peak usage in
summer."

At the wastewater plant,
biosolids after dehumidifying in
dry beds, which lightens their
weight, were removed and trans-
ported to an appropriate storage
facility in Gila Bend, Arizona. 

Accurate Census Brings in
Federal Funding

Wells reminded Holtville resi-
dents a computer "kiosk" is still
available at City Hall to complete
the 2020 U.S. census questionnaire
online for those who do not have a
home computer. He also praised
residents for their effort for
Holtville to be fully counted, as
Holtville has the highest response
rate of any city in the county.

Nick Wells

PUBLIC NOTICECOVID Update..............................from page one
county residents as it now stands,
but moving forward, it will begin
to help the Public Health
Department build a more accurate
epidemiological model that could
assist in future re-infections or
outbreaks, county Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday, said
this week.

"I'm very happy to be able to
share this information," Munday
said April 27. "This is a rainbow
for our community."

More than 300 positive cases,
some 200 of which are active
cases, have been identified in
Imperial County through "molecu-
lar" confirmatory testing since
early March, according to public
data updated late April 28.

Nearly 100 patients have
been considered recovered and
some 1,960 patients have been
tested through hospitals and pri-
vate healthcare providers. About
1,650 tests have come back nega-
tive.

On April 27, Munday
announced a game-changing pair
of developments for the county
when he revealed that confirmato-
ry testing had begun April 26 at
Imperial County Public Health
Department's own lab in El
Centro. 

He said that would allow pri-
vate healthcare providers in need
of a secondary confirmation to
obtain U.S. Food and Drug
Administration emergency-used-
authorized "molecular" swab-test-
ing kits from the county and have
those specimens tested by public
health's own lab. 

The county will be able to
run from 75 to 100 tests a day, run-
ning 24 tests at a time in three to
four batches daily, Munday said.

Separately, thanks to Gov.
Gavin Newsom's public-private
partnership on increasing testing
in rural communities, and
Munday's lobbying of state offi-
cials, Imperial County has been
chosen as a "rural high-impact"
area and will get a state-contracted
third party to run a testing program
for a minimum of two months
using the same polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) test - the swabs
that go through the nose to the
pharynx - Public Health will be
using.

The company, OptumServe
of Eden Prairie, Minn., will be
paid for by the state and will begin
operations locally in the first week
of May, possibly by May 4, at an
undisclosed location in Imperial
County. 

Munday said OptumServe
will be able to run about 130 tests
a day, and the state could choose to
keep the company in Imperial
County longer than the initial two
months.

Calling the OptumServe sys-
tem a "self-contained" environ-
ment, Munday said healthcare
providers will be able to order the
testing from the company online,
send its patients to the
OptumServe lab, where techni-
cians will administer the test, run
the results and send those results
back to either the patient or
provider directly.

Public Health has identified
three different locations for the
"mobile" lab to operate, but the
department is not revealing those
locations yet, Munday said. The
lab would operate for a set time in
one location at an office or some
permanent structure, and then
break down and move to another
permanent structure in another
location.

Munday described the one-
two punch of increasing local test-
ing capabilities as almost an

unlimited increase for tracking
COVID infections in the commu-
nity.

Treating "Community as a
Patient"

The immediate impact of
Munday's announcement is impor-
tant, yes, but the secondary impact
is arguably more vital to the possi-
bility of community re-infection or
a second wave of the virus,
Munday said.

In the event that a vaccine is
not produced in short order or a
suitable pharmaceutical is not
developed to treat COVID-19
along a similar time frame, the
increased capability to test more
people in Imperial County will
allow Public Health to better
understand the "epidemiology of
the virus" and look at the "commu-
nity as a patient."

"I want to know how much
disease is out there," Munday said,
adding his job as an epidemiolo-
gist is to know how many people
got COVID, how severe it was and
what is the potential for immunity.

Increased testing is helpful in
exploring the "susceptibility in the
population, if re-exposed," he said.

If there is no vaccine or
effective drug, Munday said it will
be important to determine what
did health officials do that helped
stem the tide of the infection dur-
ing the initial pandemic, such as
social-distancing orders or the
measures now in place.

"That's one of the problems
that we're having with the serology
or antibody testing, because we
don't have all the data yet. The fact
that somebody has a positive test
may or may not mean they were
infected with this virus, and it may
or may not mean, if they were
infected, that they cannot get it
again," Munday said. "Or if they
can't get it again, whether that's a
short term or a long-term thing. So
that's actually very helpful infor-
mation because it gives us an idea
of how much susceptibility there
still is in the population."

Increased Testing in the Short
Term

As much as Munday might
be casting an eye down the road,
the community is in the thick of
the first wave of the pandemic, and
increased testing to confirm symp-
tomatic cases is what is needed
now, doctors say.

All Valley Urgent Care
owner and medical director, Dr.
Brian Tyson, called the develop-
ments of increased confirmatory
testing "great" and "wonderful." 

Tyson has been reaching out
to county Public Health officials
and state Sen. Ben Hueso's office
for weeks to try to get help in find-
ing confirmatory molecular testing
supplies he can use for his own
Abbott IDNow machine, the same
machine being used by the county
and El Centro Regional Medical
Center, both of whom have had
access to the PCR swab kits that
Tyson does not.

The only other healthcare
provider with access to mass
amounts of swab kits is Dr. Tien
Tan Vo, who runs his results
through Quest or LabCorp. He
said April 29 he has purchased a
machine similar to the Abbott
model, called GeneXpert, that will
allow him to run his PCR/swabs in
house. 

Tyson now uses a serological
IgM/IgG "immunoglobulin anti-
body test" that is FDA-emergency
approved, but its not the confirma-
tory test accepted by county Public
Health officials in building their
daily test/positive-COVID count.

The PCR/swab/molecular
test is considered the confirmatory

test, or a single step, in determin-
ing whether a person presently has
COVID. 

Serologic tests, by definition,
can detect that a person has been
infected with and developed anti-
bodies to one of any number of
types of coronaviruses or even
SARS, but they are not the deter-
minant factor in whether a patient
has had COVID-19, a specific
viral infection and a specific type
of coronavirus, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Tyson said this is the devel-
opment he's been waiting for to
help his patients seeking treatment
through his clinic. Until this,
Tyson had been determining that
his patients had or have COVID
through the antibody test, chest x-
rays and "laying his hands on the
patient," among other diagnostic
tools, he said.

"If it walks like a duck and
quakes like a duck," Tyson said
during an April 24 interview.

At the time of the previous
interview, Tyson said he had per-
formed 2,000 antibody tests and
believed that there were up to 120
positive cases of symptomatic
COVID patients in Imperial
County that were not being count-
ed by the Public Health
Department.

That's 120 patients in addi-
tion to the 304 counted by county
Public Health as of 5 p.m. April
28.  

Tyson said he still continues
to run about 100 antibody tests a
day as of April 28, and he hopes
that the combination of Public
Health and OptumServe can
accommodate his numbers.

"We're all in this together,"
Tyson said.

Meanwhile, Dr. Tien Tan Vo
continues to increase his PCR test-
ing. So far, he has conducted 800
to 1,000 swab tests in Imperial
County. On April 28, Vo expanded
his drive-through testing clinic to
Holtville. Earlier, he had expanded
to Brawley. Vo had primarily been
testing patients at his urgent-care
clinics in Calexico and El Centro. 

He said during an April 24
interview, private lab companies
have been supplying him with
large amounts of PCR swab kits
because of his patient volume and
turnover.

ECRMC's Patient
Perspective

Testing capabilities at El
Centro Regional Medical Center
have increased dramatically over
the past two weeks, said Louise
Kenney, the hospital's chief nurs-
ing officer.

With access to more tests, the
hospital started to be able to test
everyone admitted as of April 24,
not just those suspected of having
COVID. 

Kenney thinks increased test-
ing is very much needed for com-
munity's short-term and long-term
health.

A snapshot into the hospital
as of April 28 showed 18 COVID
patients, with four awaiting confir-
mation. Three of them were on
ventilators, she said. 

Increasing testing to deter-
mine community spread is key, she
said, because there is still a bit of
uncertainty on how long the incu-
bation period is for COVID.
Someone who tests negative today,
might test positive in two weeks,
maybe even longer, Kenney said. 

"It's as good as the moment
it's taken," she said during an
interview April 28, so there is the
need for people to be re-tested.



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Bulah Mae Goff
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000711
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:   Bulah
Mae Goff
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Thomas Ernest Goff in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  Imperial
The Petition for Probate requests that
Thomas Ernest Goff be appointed
as personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent's
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will

allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held
in this court as follows:
Date: May 22, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent,  you must
file your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of let-
ters to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a

creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested
in the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Steven M. Walker
3205 S. Dogwood Road, Ste B
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-4001
Filed:

April 8, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Legal 6335
Publish: April 16, 23, 30, 2020

Crossing Guard
2 – 5 hours daily

Apply at: Holtville Unified School District
621 E 6th Street
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2019-00828-CA
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
Property Address: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 10/27/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Roberto Torres and Mary L Torres,
husband and wife as joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/13/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-053193 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 05/29/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 939

W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
173,863.22

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 1013 North 6th Street, El
Centro, CA 92243
A.P.N.: 044-332-012-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reasonable estimat-

ed costs, expenses and advances at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 173,863.22.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be responsi-
ble for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder's office or
a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-
960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage Services/
DefaultManagement/Trustee Services.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2019-00828-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: April 3, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
_____________________________________
___________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
April 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8943

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von Flue,
aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000715
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Rosemarie Anne Schmid Von Flue,
aka Rosemarie A. Von Flue
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lynee Pacheco and John F. Von
Flue Jr. in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lynee Pacheco and John F. Von
Flue Jr. be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:

Date: May 1, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four

months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as

provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760)352-7800
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial 
04/14/2020 at 04:14:42 PM
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6336
Publish: April 16. 23, 30, 2020

Holtville Unified School District
621 E. 6th Street

Classroom Paraprofessional
5.75 hours daily
Salary: $11.00 - $14.14
Yard Supervisors
2 – 5 hours daily
Apply on edjoin.org
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 

442-283-5500

Post 25.....................from page five
perform civic projects, such as
Operation Victory Virus,
which produced hundreds of sur-
gical masks to distribute to the
county during the pandemic. 
While Boyce Aten Post 25 strives
to make itself inviting to veterans
as well as welcoming the public
on Friday nights, the aim is to cre-
ate an uplifting atmosphere.
"When you get out of the military,
you can't get away from the cama-
raderie we acquire in boot camp,"
Lizarraga said. "We're all a part of
America and feel a sense of duty
to give back to the community.
But we're really interested in
going live again (after physical
distancing is modified)." 
Lizarraga noted once the econo-

my opens, the legion wants to
generate resources so it can sup-
port Boys and Girls State (simu-
lated governments run by stu-
dents) and helping organizations
like AAA.
Rascoe agreed the post is all about
service to the members and the
community at large. He wants
people to know the American
Legion in El Centro is more than
merely a dining hall and lounge
for veterans.
"It's a wholesome environment we
created for the community, our
members and the public," Rascoe
said. "They can go anywhere to
dine, but we want to provide a
space for veterans, their families
and their guests to relax."

Restaurants........................from page three
state, and by 2029, that number

is projected to grow by 9 percent,
according to the association's
"California Restaurant Industry at
a Glance."  

Meeting Local Restrictions
Head-On

Even as some local eateries
remain open to serve customers,
something they know very well, it
has been a new challenge to intro-
duce practices specific to the strin-
gent health orders in place by the
state and county Public Health
Department.

There is making sure enough
personal protection equipment is
on hand and that extra sanitation
measures are under way.
Additionally, there are heightened
regulations, such as requiring
social distancing be enforced at all
times.

George's Pizza is struggling to
maintain a supply of masks. The
business has hand sanitizer and
gloves, but "even the seamstress
who is making the masks is run-
ning out of material," said Blanca
McClure. 

"We meet requirements by not
having more than 10 customers in
the building and placed tape every
six feet. Other than that, they (cus-
tomers) have to wait outside. We
are working together as a team so
that we don't have customers wait-
ing too long," she said.

"We have been blessed," she
added, and said "thanks to the
community for supporting the
local businesses of this town."

Arlete Campos, a cashier at the
Holtville Taco Shop, said employ-
ees use masks, gloves, hand sani-
tizer and wash hands regularly,
disinfect the facilities using bleach
and use Lysol everywhere.  

"People are lining up outside
the restaurant as they only allow a
certain amount of people inside to
maintain the social distancing
requirement of six feet," Campos
said. In addition, no one is allowed
inside unless they have a mask.
The dining area is taped off. 

Calexico Businesses Will
Survive

Rosa's Plane Food is thriving
during the pandemic.

Like flavors in a pot, there is a
unique melding of public and pri-
vate resources happening on the
county level meant to feed the
community's most vulnerable citi-
zens.

The Imperial County Area
Agency on Aging has contracted
with Brownie's Diner in Brawley
and Rosa's Plane Food in Calexico
to provide meals daily to supple-
ment the existing senior citizens'
nutrition program contracted
through Catholic Charities.  

Brownie's Diner serves more
than 90 meals and Rosa's serves
more than 70 meals.  

If it weren't for this contract,
Rosa's would be struggling, chef
and owner Rosa Maria Barajas
said. 

After Rosa's business was
down 20 percent to 25 percent in
profits, she had to let go of three
employees so they could collect

unemployment benefits. "We don't
want to lose them either-they are
loyal employees," Barajas said.

She said the contract with the
AAA has helped to maintain rent
and pay utilities, but not to keep a
full staff. 

"Thank God we have that
income," Barajas said. "We do it
with lots of love, because not
many people remember the elder-
ly."

Separately, Barajas has applied
for a disaster relief loan, which is
in process. 

Vivian Sanchez, Rosa's co-
owner and Barajas' daughter, said
the business is fortunate to have a
drive-through window. 

"People keep coming. I consid-
er my mom's food delicious. … We
are loyal to cooking for the com-
munity, even though we are risking
ourselves," Sanchez said.

Barajas said of the pandemic,
waxing philosophical in general at
the same time, all in her trademark
Spanish.

"Once we wake up from this
nightmare, there will be a lot of
changes. Our lives will change
drastically, and we will need to
change our habits. This has been a
real hard test," Barajas said.

"We won't take anything, just
the good things, the planet has
healed … it's affected many fami-
lies. Just like the way this pandem-
ic arrived, it should give us a les-
son-humanely, physically and psy-
chologically. 

"It's not just the virus that is
killing but the panic and fear,"
Barajas said. "This is my personal
opinion."

Meanwhile, Yum Yum's Wong
further elaborated on his decision
to close, and ultimately, his desire
to come back strongly.

He officially shuttered his
restaurant the day the recommend-
ed business closures became
mandatory, March 21.

"To manage a restaurant, it is a
lot of hard work, a lot of red tape.
We have to comply with laws,
government, ordinances and have
a lot of competition, especially a
small (business)," Wong said.

"For big ones, like Jack in the
Box, corporate provides design,
advertising, promotions, pro-
grams-how can we the small busi-

ness owners match up with them?"
he asked rhetorically.   

Wong is a community member
who sincerely has a heart for his
community. A former Calexico
Chamber of Commerce president
in 2002-2003 and a current cham-
ber board member, Wong and his
Yum Yum Chinese Food has been
recognized by Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia as a "Small
Business of the Year."

"No matter what happens, it is
our butter and bread and we will
come back and work. I have been
in business for over 30 years,"
Wong said. "I am here to do a job
and make things good for the com-
munity."

Above: ARLETE CAMPOS, a cashier for the Holtville Taco
Shop, is shown behind the counter.   Below: The exterior of the
Holtville Taco Shop is shown.     ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTOCounty Reopens....from page one

plan at the federal and state gov-
ernment level to put something
out. I was on a call with state
deputies last week on ways of
how to move forward. We dis-
cussed the types of things we need
to evaluate and measure regarding
these decisions. Decisions will
need to be made at local and
regional levels," Munday said
during a telephone press confer-
ence April 27. 

No official date has been set
by the state to reopen all business-
es. In a press conference April 22,
Gov. Gavin Newsom said, "I wish
I could prescribe a specific date to
say, well, we can turn up the light
switch and go back to normalcy.
We have tried to make it crystal
clear that there is no light switch.
And there is no date in terms of
our capacity to provide the kind of
clarity that I know so many of you
demand and deserve."

Meanwhile, Terry "Deuce"
Robertson, one of the owners of
4:13 Fitness, which is deemed a
nonessential business, made a
desperate plea to reopen when he
addressed the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors during its
April 28 meeting.

Robertson asked board
members not to look at his busi-
ness as a gym; rather, as a physi-
cal and mental health aid when
deciding whether his business
should be allowed to reopen.

"Never did we thought this
would be a day we would have to
fight to reopen a health and fitness
facility," Robertson told the coun-
ty board.

Robertson held up a chart
comparing his 25,000-square-foot
facility to Johnny's Burritos'
2,000-square-foot location in
Imperial. 

"Johnny's has a capacity to
have 10 customers (to pick up
food) plus all of its cooks and
employees. 4:13 Fitness allows
greater social distancing than
Johnny's when it has less than 50
customers," he said.

Johnny's announced via its
Facebook pages that it would re-
open its three locations April 29,
although its dining rooms would
not be part of that opening, the
same as all essential businesses
that serve food.

Robertson next played a pro-
fessionally filmed promo video to
persuade board members to allow
him to reopen his gym.

Board members did not com-
ment after the presentation
because it was part of the public
comments portion of the meeting.

On April 27, Munday loose-
ly outlined the plan to fully reopen
society. Opening parks would be
the first phase, with essential and
non-essential businesses opening
during the second phase, and ulti-
mately, allowing public gather-
ings to resume as the third and
final phase.

"In general, it will look how
I described it. Mass gatherings
will be the last things to come on
board. When stadiums reopen,
they will have fewer people or
people wearing face coverings in
between all that. There will be an
attempt to get everyone back to
every job not just non-essential
ones," Munday said.

The public health officer rec-
ognized the factors that could
influence any proposed timeline
are numerous.

"The way we will measure it
is the way we are looking at the
outbreak, whether we see more
people in the community who
have contracted the virus, rises in
numbers and our ability to protect
people. We will be paying close
attention to COVID cases among
nurses, jails and the elderly. We
have got to be prepared to protect
them as we move forward. We
will be working with our partners,
government, the (county) Board
of Supervisors, community mem-
bers and employers to figure out
the best way forward," Munday
said.

The tail seems to be wagging
the dog within the state of
California's restraints, as Munday
explained:

"The way this has been
rolled out to us is that the gover-
nor will set the ball in motion, but
the actual decisions and the pace
to do it at will be made at local
and regional levels."

Meanwhile, Luis Plancarte,
chairman of the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors, explained
why parks were the first places to
open with limited use.

"At parks you can clearly
practice social distancing while
having the benefits of both physi-
cal and mental health. … Parks
allow you to be separated."

Imperial County officials
have taken steps to involve local
businesses in the conversation of
how and when to open, including
those in the nonprofits and reli-
gious sectors, service organiza-
tions, schools, colleges, chambers
of commers, cities and special dis-
tricts, such as water districts and
sanitation districts, Plancarte said. 

"All of them will be coming
into the fold as we decide how to
open what to do next," he added.

Plancarte said business own-
ers interested in being a part of the
conversation can contact the
county. 

Meanwhile, the Brawley
Chamber of Commerce, El Centro
Chamber of Commerce, Imperial
Valley Joint Chambers of
Commerce, Imperial Valley
Economic Development Corp.,
the Imperial Valley Small
Business Development Center
and Imperial County Workforce
and Economic Development have
joined forces to create the
Imperial Valley Business
Recovery Task Force to assist
local businesses struggling with
the mandated closures. 

"With a cross-section of
local partners, we are supporting
efforts to understand the impact of
COVID-19 closures and respond
quickly with programs, resources
and policy shifts," Brawley cham-
ber Executive Director Katie
Luna said.

The task force hosts webina-
rs to educate business owners,
Luna explained.

"We have had our webinars
viewed over 4,500 times collec-
tively. We are providing informa-
tion for how businesses can
absorb the impact that COVID-19
is having on our local economy.
Topics include, 'How to Attain
Federal Relief,' 'Workforce
Development Programs,' 'Non-
profit funding,' and 'Family/Sick
Leave.'"

Luna encouraged local busi-
ness owners to take advantage of
this new and evolving resource by
visiting the I.V. Business
Recovery Task Force website at
www.ivbizrecovery.com, or by
calling 442-253-0217.

Food Distribution..............................from page 4
families before the pandemic hit,
"then it increased exponentially since
COVID," Campos said, due to peo-
ple losing their jobs amid mandatory
business closures.
Campos encourages people to call
the food bank at 760-370-0966 to
find out when the distributions in
their neighborhoods are scheduled,

or to schedule emergency daily pick-
ups at the Aten location. Also, those
calling can find out how to sign up
for CalFresh (food stamps) and other
programs.
Griffen encouraged people to sign up
for CalFresh during her presentation
to the El Centro council April 24.
"All the food banks and all the food

pantries in the United States together
only provide 5 percent of food assis-
tance. The other 95 comes from pro-
grams like CalFresh, and we want
our friends and neighbors to be able
to shop for their families in local gro-
cery stores. 

For Publication Of
Your Legal Notices, 

Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated

Newspaper.

Call Us
760-339-4899

BY THE
NUMBERS

8 million
Number of restaurant

employees laid off or furloughed
nationally during pandemic

$80 billion
Amount lost nationally in

restaurant sales by the end of
April

6 in 10 
Number of adults who have

worked in the restaurant industry
during their lives 

$2.5 trillion 
Total economic impact of the

restaurant industry
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