
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Fabian Reyna's senior year started off as if in a dream.
He helped guide his Calexico High School varsity basket-
ball squad to the school's first-ever CIF-San Diego
Section championship earlier in the year, and he was on
top of the world.

Then, the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and with it came
the nightmare loss of the rest of his senior year.

"I felt like this year was supposed to be the year to
remember. I was looking forward to making memories
with my friends. Not being able to go back is hard and
sad. We will not walk those halls anymore," the 18-year-

Continued on page 2

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

HOLTVILLE --- The Boys &
Girls Club of Imperial Valley,
including the Holtville and
Brawley chapters, have revived
numerous programs enjoyed at
their centers through the
MyFuture.net website, a club
official said. 

Prior to the coronavirus out-
break about 45 children met daily
at the Brawley campus.

Attendance numbers for Holtville
location at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church on Chestnut Avenue were
not immediately available.

Tech Saves After-School
Program

"MyFuture is another virtual
tool members can advance their
learning, socializing and play"
with, said Raquel Renteria, Boys
& Girls Club of Imperial Valley
youth director. "It provides an 

Continued on page 8
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CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE

MOURNING  SENIOR  YEAR

COVID Deaths Up
to 3 as Cases Rise;
Cops Talk Change
*Law enforcement mission hasn't shifted but
priorities have as authorities enforce closures.

BY RICHARD BROWN MONTENEGRO

Nearing nearly three full weeks of mandatory stay-at-
home orders and forced business closures, life as we
know it has not only changed for Imperial County resi-
dents but for those sworn to protect and serve them.

Since Gov. Gavin Newsom ordered the closure of all
nonessential businesses in the state, mandated that resi-
dents practice keeping clear or one another and avoid
large gatherings for the foreseeable future in the face of
rapidly escalating cases of COVID-19, local police agen-
cies have arguably seen their "mission" change is a very
short period of time.

In less than a month, some 600 people have been test-
ed for coronavirus in Imperial County, and while well
over 500 have come back negative, the numbers for those
infected with COVID has grown in a short amount of
time, with more than 70 total cases confirmed --- 60 of
which are active --- and three deaths, as of midday April
8.

Continued on page 3

Boys & Girls Clubs Revive
After-School Events Online

A YELLOW sign is shown at the Boys & Girls Club of Holtville,
on the campus of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. The club was tem-
porarily closed April 6 due to social distancing and nonessential
closures due to coronavirus. Boys and Girls Club officials say they
are still providing after-school programs through the Internet.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

County 4-H Clubs Sharpen
Skills In Virtual Platform

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

HOLTVILLE --- Often gath-
ering in groups with mentors to
improve homework skills, learn a
craft or trade or participate in
raising an animal, the 4-H Clubs
of Imperial Valley always
emphasize leadership skills.

But in 4-H most of the con-
tact between members and their
mentors is often one-on-one, said
Anita Martinez, Imperial County
program director of 4-H. 

As county program director
and county 4-H adviser, Martinez
usually operates out of Imperial
County's University of California
Desert Research and Extension
Center in Holtville.

The program traditionally
conducts in-person events where
youth members are given growth
opportunities and a chance to
showcase what they've learned.
4-H is usually broken up into
individual clubs spread through-
out the Valley.

From Fashion to Public
Speaking, All Digital Now

In this time of social dis-
tancing amid a coronavirus pan-
demic, the program has had to
become creative and is looking
toward technology to help keep

members active and continue
with scheduled events. 

"The Imperial County 4-H
Program is a year-round project
that continues long after the rib-
bons have been passed out and
the fair auction block has
closed," Martinez said. "Our 4-H
program is about youth develop-
ment and giving our members
opportunities for growth and to

obtain life skills that they will use
as they mature into adulthood." 

Martinez started as Imperial
County 4-H director on Jan. 2.
Yet she has been associated with
4-H since 2007, and prior to her
current job, she managed the
Dogwood 4-H Club. 

Previously she was the
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
chief executive officer. 

With the outbreak of the
coronavirus and social distancing
mandates, Martinez said she has
turned high-tech to sustain the
multitude of 4-H programs.

"Now it's more challenging
as we're trying to do everything
virtually, so we got to get the kids
and parents on board," said
Martinez. "Currently we do web
conferencing and two of the big
events are Fashion Review, April
18 and County Presentation Day,
April 25. During these events,
members learn organizational
skills, public-speaking skills, per-
sonal presentation and poise."

Showcase Skills Acquired
Previous Academic Year

The events are well-
attend,and members prepare and
look forward to them for  

Continued on page 3

ANITA MARTINEZ, pro-
gram director of Imperial

County 
4-H at the University of

California, Desert Research
and Extension Center,

Holtville, before social dis-
tancing was required by the

coronavirus outbreak.  

HOLTVILLE
HIGH School seniors

Abigail Hester, 18,
(clockwise from top

left) and Richard
Garcia, 18, and

Calexico High seniors
Fabian Reyna, 18,

and Derek Lopez, 17,
talk about what it

feels like to lose their
senior year, and the

many special
moments that come
along with it, due to
students being sent

home to practice
social distancing.
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old Reyna said. "I feel like if we
don't get to walk and have that
graduation ceremony, it is going to
be hard."

Holtville High senior Richard
Garcia feels much the same way. 

"I was very sad when I heard
school would be closed for the rest
of the year, because I wasn't going
to get the bond that is built among
classmates during the senior activi-
ty week," Garcia, 18, said from
home while practicing social dis-
tancing.

Many high school seniors
across the county have been emo-
tionally devastated from the loss of
a year that was supposed to be the
culmination of all their hard work
in the public school system. 

With physical classes being
called off and schools being closed
in the wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic, so too were all the special
events that go along with senior
year.

Not only is graduation in ques-
tion, but prom, pep rallies, spring
sports, senior picnics, yearbook-
signing parties, grad-night events,
and the like, have been cancelled. 

It's a Profound Loss, But
Many Understand

Students are well-informed
about the virus and why the deci-
sion was made to school close cam-
puses across the county, state and
world, Reyna said.

"I feel like most students
understand the importance of why
we have to stay at home due to this
virus. This is the real deal. It is not
an ordinary virus and staying at
home is the best way to be safe," he
said.

That doesn't make it any easier.
Reyna spoke about what he and

other classmates are doing to cope
with emotional tidal wave seniors
are going through. 

"As a community, the students
on social media have a page where
all the Calexico students can talk.
The yearbook committee started a
trend where students share their
favorite memories and what they
love about high school. They also
remind us the importance of stay-
ing home," he added.

The loss is equally emotional
for his Bulldog basketball team-
mate and co-captain, 17-year-old
senior Derek Lopez.

"At first when I heard about the
school year being over, I was in

shock. I felt so many emotions and
was really sad about missing all of
the graduation activities. The past
four years feel like it was for noth-
ing," Lopez said.

"This situation sucks for every-
one. For some people they are the
first-generation graduating in their
family, and they will not get a cer-
emony," he said.

Some students have already
paid for graduation week activities
and fear they might not receive a
refund.

Lopez said he spent $45 on a
graduation cap and paid $200
toward grad night. He will not get
the money back he spent on the cap
and is unsure about what will hap-
pen to the money he spent on grad
night.

Calexico school district offi-
cials contacted for this story said
the high school is considering
holding a virtual graduation cere-
mony, according to district
spokesperson Alejandra Limon.
What that entails was not immedi-
ately known.

Students Need to Be Allowed
to Grieve

Haydee Rodriguez, who teach-
es journalism, Success 101 and is
the AVID coordinator at Central
Union High School, is trying to be
a source of support for her students
and others, sharing their social
media posts and listening to them
process their feelings during this
time of loss.

"One of my biggest concerns is
the social/emotional learning and
helping kids handle the shock," she
said.

"I would hope that every adult
is able to listen and be there for
what our students are going
through. This is not the time to tell
them to cheer up. Let them process
it and grieve. This is a huge loss for
them," Rodriguez said.

She recently spoke about her
students' experiences in a virtual
classroom.

"I put up a post in one of my
classes asking how the kids were
handling this. Google classroom is
overwhelming for kids. Their
entire life they would walk to class,
and now they are being barraged by
emails and it's hard for the kids to
handle that.

"They understand why this is
happening, but they are still sad.
Time is one of the things that they
can't recuperate. Seniors looked
forward to this year for their entire
academic lives. This virus con-
sumed us in more ways than one
and their lives were affected,"
Rodriguez added.

Perhaps the best thing a teacher
or a parent can do is just be there
for their child, and to be real.

"There is something that hap-
pens when as human beings we are
powerless. I want to reach through
the computer screen and tell my
students we are gonna get through
this, but I ask myself, are we? It is
important to be authentic and be
there for them," Rodriguez said.

Pair of Athletes Try to See
the Positive

Competitive swimmer and all-
around achiever Abigail Hester, an
18-year-old senior at Holtville
High School, is trying to look at the
bright side.

"I've been swimming since I

was 5 on the summer team, so not
being able to finish my last season
of swimming is hard," she said
recently, adding: "I am the FFA
chapter president and president of
Meadows and Magnolia 4-H; 4-H
is not having meetings. In FFA, we
are trying to figure out ways to do
virtual meetings and posting a lot
on Facebook." 

While she keeps busy from the
electronic tools at her disposal, she
also knows it keeps her connected
to those she misses. And an added
benefit to slowing down and stay-
ing home is being close to loved
ones.

"I've been trying to stay in
touch with my friends and rely on
my family for support. I have been
trying to keep my mind on the pos-
itive instead of negative. With this
time, I have been working on
scholarships for college and it's
been giving me more time to spend

time with my family, which I love,"
Hester said.

Central Union High School
senior Janyssa Martin could be
heard taking a deep breath and a bit
of a pause when asked about losing
her senior year. 

"Losing my last year of high
school softball was pretty devastat-
ing. Last year we were the CIF run-
ner up. I wanted to come back and
win CIF this year," the 18-year-old
said.

Martin has been playing soft-
ball since she was 4 years old and
she earned a scholarship to play
this coming fall at University of
Nevada Las Vegas. Because she
will play competitive softball in the
future, Martin's concerns were for
her senior teammates. 

"We were like sisters and we
won't get the chance to play togeth-
er again. We have a text group chat
on iMessage and Snapchat. We also

made a funny video on TikTok
about this entire situation," she
said.

Since she is planning to leave
to college in the fall, Martin said
she appreciates the opportunity to
spend time with family and, she
said, she is grateful to be healthy. 
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Week of April 6th
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Mental Health

We are currently experiencing a global pandemic event caused by a communicable
novel (new) virus. COVID-19 has already demonstrated its effect on our daily lives,
our routines, and even our mental health. One of the best coping tools for anxiety is
information discernment. Gathering information, verifying the accuracy of the infor-
mation, and then specific planning to manage the information is an effective anxiety
reduction strategy. We have invited Imperial County Public Health Registered Nurse

Collett Ashurst, RN to discuss all things COVID-19. How it is spread, what symptoms
are experienced, how to suppress the spread, and how to manage life and stress levels
in the midst of an infectious disease outbreak. Join us and learn the best ways to pro-

ceed in the days ahead of us all.

Collett Ashurst, RN
Registered Nurse

Public Health Department County of Imperial

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 6 de abril 2020
Coronavirus (COVID-19) y la Salud Mental

Actualmente estamos experimentando un evento global de pandemia causado por un
nuevo virus trasmisible. COVID-19 ya ha demostrado su efecto en nuestra vida diaria,
nuestras rutinas e incluso nuestra salud mental. Una de las mejores herramientas para
enfrentar la ansiedad es el discernimiento de la información. Recopilar información,

verificar la precisión de la información y luego planificar específicamente para admin-
istrar la información es una estrategia efectiva de reducción de la ansiedad. Hemos

invitado a la enfermera de Crianza del Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de
Imperial, Alhi Ingle, a hablar sobre todas las cosas COVID-19. Cómo se propaga, qué
síntomas se experimentan, cómo suprimir la propagación y cómo controlar los niveles
de vida y estrés en medio de un brote de enfermedad infecciosa. Únase a nosotros y

conozca las mejores formas de proceder en los días que tenemos por delante.
Alhi Ingle, RN, BSN, PHN

Enfermera de Crianza
Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de Imperial

Obituaries

Rosemarie (Schmid) Von Flue, 58 year resident of Holtville,
CA, passed away on April 2nd at Heart and Hand Assisted Living
Facility in El Centro overcome by liver cancer at the age of 80.

Rosemarie was born on March 21, 1940 in National City, CA
to Emma (Mathis) and Werner Schmid.  The only daughter of 5
children she was raised on the family dairy in Ramona, CA.  She
graduated from Ramona High School, went on to get her
Bachelors and Teaching Credential in Home Economics at San
Diego State University, and later her Masters in Education at
University of Redlands. 

Rosemarie taught for 40 years serving at Holtville High,
Central Union High and Kennedy Middle School (El Centro
Elementary SD).  During that time, she was also the Future Homemakers of America Advisor at
Holtville High and Central Union High. 

Rosemarie was a lifelong 4-H member, leader and supporter.  She was a devout member of St.
Joseph's Catholic Church, IV Swiss Club, Pioneer's Museum, and the American Sewing Guild. 

Rosemarie married John Von Flue (d 1984) in 1964 and they had 3 children: Lynee (Jorge) Pacheco
of Holtville, John Jr (Desiree) Von Flue of Bakersfield and Patrick "Ricky" Von Flue (d 2009).  She was
grandmother of 6: John and Andrew Pacheco, Victoria, Hanson, Tevis, and Segen Von Flue.

Rosemarie is survived by brothers: Walter (Marty) Schmid of Ramona, Don (Mary Jo) Schmid of
Bakersfield, and Ron (Mary Ann) Schmid of Kingsburg, as well as many other family and friends.

Services at this time are private; however, a celebration of life will be scheduled at a later date.  

The family would like to thank Heart and Hand Assisted Living Facility staff for their loving care
and comfort in her final days.

Donations in her memory may be given to support the IV Swiss Club, Pioneers Museum, or Special
Olympics.

Rosemarie Von Flue Obituary
March 21, 1940 - April 2, 2020

Seniors...........................................................................from page one

CENTRAL UNION High School
senior Janyssa Martin, who
earned a scholarship to play
softball at University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, is saddened that she
missed out on playing her senior
year of softball with all her
teammates. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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But even the idea of "mission
change" has changed in the eyes of
government officials from one
week to the next.

County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. said during a press
conference April 2, the same day
the first COVID-related death in
the county was reported, that law
enforcement's "mission" to the
public had changed.

But in the ensuing days,
Rouhotas, Sheriff Ray Loera, and
police chiefs in Calexico and El
Centro, walked back the idea of
"mission change;" instead,
acknowledging that their present
sets of tasks have been modified
moving forward.

For certain, though, those in
local law enforcement leadership
positions say day-to-day functions
have been altered, and job No. 1 is
maintaining "workforce readiness"
through keeping their own ranks
safe from the spread of coron-
avirus.

Cops Maintain Their
Numbers First

"I think that our main mission
is not changing, we're changing the
way we are addressing some of
these issues … prioritizing some
issues more in line with public
health issues," Loera said April 3.
"The main priority is to limit our
deputies' contact with people so
that we can maintain a force that
will be available at all times."

Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo agreed, saying that with
his patrol division already under-
staffed, keeping cops on the streets
means keeping them healthy.

"We're taking reports on the
phone, minimizing public contact,"
Gerardo said April 3. "I'm making
sure my guys get plenty of rest.
Stress and lack of sleep bring our
immune system down. Right now,
we're at full deployment … I'm try-
ing to get them two days off a
week, so they don't burn out."

Calexico's police officers all
have the full cadre of personal pro-
tective equipment, what law
enforcement and medical officials
have been referring to as "PPEs":
"We have goggles, masks, gloves,
hand sanitizers, Clorox wipes,"
Gerardo said.

Calexico Fire Chief Diego
Favila made sure the Police
Department has three 55-gallon
drums of a bleach solution to disin-
fect their patrol cars each day.

El Centro Police Chief Brian
Johnson recently announced that
the El Centro police station's lobby
is closed to walk-up traffic through
the pandemic.

"We still need to protect and

serve, but we are implementing our
own social distancing, ensuring my
workforce is available internally,"
Johnson said April 3. "We have to
provide service 24-7." 

An example of how some of
this separation affects crime
enforcement, Loera said in cases of
"petty theft, where there are no sus-
pects and no chance of arrest," his
department is content with online
reporting and taking reports over
the phone.

Addressing the Public's
Needs

Changes to the way the public
is living and behaving has affected
the types of calls and reports police
and deputies deal with daily.

In Calexico, for instance, a
town that depends on the vibrant
border economy from Mexicali,
Gerardo said ensuring that
nonessential businesses close and
remain closed is important, and
enforcing social distancing in a city
that still sees an influx of migrant
farmworkers milling in the down-
town despite a federal travel advi-
sory is also key.

During the day Calexico's
downtown is comparatively empty,
as most of the businesses there and
along large areas of Imperial
Avenue are closed for being
nonessential, meaning they do not
provide necessities or services the
public requires to survive.

That is compounded by the loss
of daily visitors to Calexico from
casual shoppers from Mexicali.

However, farmworkers who
participate in the harvest in
Imperial County are considered
essential workers and have been
cleared to come across the border.
They tend to congregate in the
downtown between 3 and 5 a.m.
weekdays and around 4 to 6 p.m.
weeknights.

"They're essential. Since we're
a border community, (people) think
we're not following the quaran-
tine," Gerardo said. "When (the
farmworkers) are getting off work
and cashing their checks, we tell
them they can't hang around, that
they have to leave." 

Johnson said his department
continues to field complaints about
price-gouging from businesses and
people not practicing social dis-
tancing while in line at essential
businesses like grocery stores and
banks.

During a recent conversation
with this newspaper, Johnson said
he had gotten a text from someone
in the public saying people in line
at a local bank we're standing too
close to each other. He said he sent
out a couple of officers to educate

the public.
Same with price-gouging. His

officers have looked into a half-
dozen complaints, but nothing has
been found to merit an actual cita-
tion. The law does allow a markup
of 10 percent even in times of cri-
sis.

Gerardo said he has asked busi-
nesses to produce their delivery
receipts to make sure they are pric-
ing their products inline with what
they are purchasing them for.

Social Distance Assistance
Perhaps not surprisingly, some

calls Gerardo has seen increase in
recent weeks are those for domestic
disturbances and child-custody dis-

putes.
"People are getting on each

other's nerves," Gerardo said.
He said there are homes where

both parents work and the children
are at school or in school-related
activities, yet they are now all
together in a single spot, and tem-
pers flare and nerves get frayed.

"We come out and try to keep
the peace," he said.

In child-custody situations,
parents with primary custody don't
want to give up their children to
leave the home and go with the
other parent. The chief said, "We
won't demand they turn them over
right now."

What About People Out and
About?

Some departments do give a
certain amount of latitude in terms
of running people out of parks or
off the streets.

For example, El Centro parks
remain open as long as social dis-
tancing is in place.

"Nobody can be cooped up in
the house 24-7, but be responsi-
ble," Johnson said.

He added that people need
exercise and if they do so in a
responsible manner, they don't
need to be near each other.
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months. This spring, 4-H events are
being video-conferenced via
Zoom. It is certainly unconvention-
al, but it's the only way 4-H can
still offer these important events to
the membership.

Members will sign up online
and be assigned a time slot to give
their demonstrations, speech, or
fashion presentations. Members
download an app and then click a
provided link that takes them to a
virtual meeting.

Each member is paired with an
evaluator for their video confer-
ence at the appointed time. Judging
is divided among beginning, inter-
mediate and senior segments so
members compete among their
own age group. Point values are
awarded but it also weighted by a
rubric (scoring guide) that takes in
consideration various quality
measures. 

"The judging of the quality is
fluid, we don't want to limit
aspects," Martinez said. "And
we're trying to incorporate as many
aspects as we can from the tradi-
tional hands-on event but do it vir-
tually now. Obviously, we can't
have a fashion show right now. But
members are excited and hopeful
that they will have just as many
participate in the events virtually.
These are the biggest events after
the Mid-Winter Fair."

Fashion Week will showcase
some of the work members had
entered in the Fair. But it is not just
about the quality of stitching. It
incorporates more than the con-
struction of outfits and focuses on
aesthetics, especially the overall
fashion vision of members. For
example, a simple pair of short
pants ought to be versatile, be able
to pair well with a shirt or other
accessories Martinez noted. 

The members practice and look
forward to them for months.
Members can sign up via links sent
to them from the 4-H office or by

their community leaders. 
Presentation Day will require

members to deliver a speech, an
illustrated talk and participate in an
interview. 

"The intent is to develop life
skills they can use as they become
adults and polish those attributes as
they move into high school, college
and a job interview," said Martinez. 

Cooking with the 4-H All-
Stars

Other social media events
include a real time, "Cooking with
Our 4-H Clubs" on Facebook. 

Currently the Imperial County
All-Star Ambassadors, a group of
high-ranking 4-H members are tak-
ing to social media and cooking
with viewers.

"Cooking with our 4-H Clubs"
will be in full swing next week,
said Martinez. 

To watch online, go to the I.C.
4-H Facebook page. The sessions
will be livestreamed through
Facebook Live. The lineup
includes:

" Easy Peasy Mac n'
Cheesy with Hannah, 3 p.m. April
14

" Lemon Bars with
Kennedy, 3 p.m. April 15

" Homemade pizza with
Taylor, 3 p.m. April 16

" Breakfast sandwiches
with Gabby, 9 a.m. April 17

"This was a perfect way to
incorporate a project and social
media trends," said Martinez. "It
gives members the opportunity to
organize a meal and prepare it
with, and for an audience of all
ages. Plus, the best part is, the kids
are having fun. We will be offering
the hosting opportunity to mem-
bers in all clubs (15) and we hope
they will join in."

An awards ceremony,
Achievement Day, depending on
weather social distancing, must be
extended beyond spring and is ten-
tatively planned for June 25.

4-H..................from page one

COVID 19 Update.......................................................from page one



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Common sense and individ-
ual responsibility prevailed at El
Centro City Council's third spe-
cial meeting intended to update
the public and answer questions
regarding the shifting situation
surrounding the coronavirus
pandemic.

The special meeting was
April 3 and streamed live on var-
ious city of El Centro-related
Facebook pages.

Focusing on the positive
aspect, El Centro Regional

Medical Center Chief Executive
Officer Adolphe Edward
explained that at least in the
county, developments seem to be
stabilizing.

"There's a flatlining of the
number of cases, and we're lucky
because we expected a lot
more," Edward said.

He explained at ECRMC
there were 13 positive coron-
avirus cases, but eight of them
were sent home for quarantine
and only five remained at the
hospital. On April 3, it was
reported that Imperial County
had its first COVID-19-related

death. 
Contemplating the Worst
"For the moment, just

assume we have all been in con-
tact with a positive COVID-19
case," said Jeanette Angulo,
director of Imperial County
Public Health Department, as
she offered up sobering advise in
addressing the El Centro coun-
cil. 

"Wash your hands with
soap and water, wash them
before eating, wash after eating,
use a tissue if you cough or
sneeze, and then throw it away.
Stay home if you are sick and

don't touch your face," she said.
Angulo cautioned the pub-

lic to seek information from
trusted sources and be wary of
some social media posts. She
also warned that personal protec-
tion equipment, widely referred
to as PPEs, is not a substitute for
social distancing. She also asked
that people not buy the N95
masks and leave them for hospi-
tal staff.

The Public Health director
said the city was about to launch
a dashboard (an interactive com-
puter graphic to better under-
stand COVID data at a glance)
fairly soon. The dashboard was
revealed on Public Health's web-
site later that day.

"We're a very small com-
munity and it can be difficult to
provide the latest data," Angulo
said. "But we will always safe-
guard people's information."

Personal Protection
Equipment

El Centro City Council
Member Cheryl Viegas-Walker
questioned Edward about rumors
of local hospitals having insuffi-
cient supplies, including PPEs.
He assured the public ECRMC
has plenty of face shields,
gowns, N95 masks, long-
stemmed thermometers and ade-
quate ventilators.

"We're a world away from
New York and San Francisco,"
Edward assured, referring to
efforts in those cities to find ven-
tilators.

Mayor Pro Tem Jason
Jackson asked about commercial
lab testing and where they send
out their samples. Edward
assured that private testing firms
such as Quest and Health Net
have pricing comparable to pub-
lic facilities and all test results
are checked by the county Public
Health Department, but as of
April 3 ECRMC did not do test-
ing themselves.

Jackson also inquired about
schools that started doing drive-
by parades for students taking
classes online. Edward deferred
to Angulo, who had never heard
of the concept, yet said without
hesitation, "If it is nonessential
travel, people should stay at
home."

Mario Beltran, from the
Mexican consulate, advised the
consulate is closed as per federal
and state guidelines and the
office will attend to only immi-
gration matters while visas and
passports can be handled online.
He assured cross-border traffic
will continue and no one will be
stranded on either side.

El Centro Mayor Silva
noted that March 26 the city held
its first separate Spanish-lan-
guage-only meeting. The April 3
meeting had Spanish-language
translation concurrently. 

"The only complaints we
received was some couldn't hear
clearly. So, I ask all speakers to
get close to the mic," Silva said. 
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Health Expert Cautions PPEs No Substitute For Coronavirus Guidelines
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

NUMA Inc., doing business
as La Resaca Mexican seafood
restaurant and The Loft event cen-
ter at 201 N. Imperial Ave. in El
Centro, is being readied to move
into the downtown part of the city
as the company transforms the
former Masonic Temple on State
Street.

The project has been two
years in the making, including
roots in a 2019 decision by the El
Centro City Council to unani-
mously approve the company's
application for a revolving loan
fund (RLF) loan, explained
Adriana Nava, director of the El
Centro Community Services
Department. 

NUMA Inc. operates several
more restaurants in Calexico and
Yuma, but its main vehicle is the
restaurant and event center on
Imperial Avenue. NUMA is
owned by David and Diana
Nuricumbo and has been in busi-
ness seven years.

NUMA, referred to as Le
Resaca for this story, is renovating

a building at 143 S. Sixth St. Yet
the company required a city loan
of $100,000 to cover the complete
cost of the $ 2,291,286 project. 

Initial loan approval
The Nuricumbos put up

$401,286 of their own funds. But
they still needed a way to close
the gap of the entire project cost.
Diana said she found out the city
receives funding to assist com-
mercial growth to local businesses
that will create or retain jobs.

"When we first started look-
ing into the possibility of expand-
ing our business, we met with
staff from the Imperial Valley
Small Business Development
Center and worked with them to
develop our business plan and
procure our funding," she said. 

It was the SBDC that intro-
duced the Nuricumbos to the RLF
program and recommended work-
shops at the San Diego SBDC to
find other sources of funding. Yet
securing funding for the project
was quite difficult, Diana recalled.
It took two years to locate a lender
that was willing to invest such a
large sum in this project. 

For the city's end, David and

Diana Nuricumbo applied for the
RLF loan in March 2019 and it
was approved Aug. 29, 2019.

The low-interest RLF loan
from the city is backed by the U.S.
Economic Development
Administration, which provides
grants to state and local govern-
ments to assist businesses that
cannot get traditional bank financ-
ing. The city's aim is to use the
federal support to achieve busi-
ness development and beautifica-
tion in blighted areas like down-
town El Centro, where the
Masonic Temple is located, Nava
explained. 

Small bank offers hope
The Nuricumbos path to

secure private lending is where
the story had its twists and turns.

"We first applied with a local
smaller bank who required that
the business invest at least 20 per-
cent of the total project cost from
the business proceeds, known as
having skin in the game," Diana
said.

Yet because the Nuricumbos
were dealing with a smaller bank,
there was a limit to the amount of
financing the bank would commit
to. That is why David and Diana
also applied for the city's RLF
loan in March 2019. 

Between the local bank's
loan and the city loan and their
own 20 percent investment, they

had enough to cover the project
costs. 

But ultimately, the small
bank's loan committee decided the
project was too large for what
they were comfortable lending
and backed out.

"We then went to large banks
to fund this project, but one we
went to didn't feel comfortable
investing in the Imperial Valley
due to its economic assessment of
the area, and the other wasn't will-
ing to invest in downtown because
of so many vacant buildings in the
area," Diana said.

Broker rescues project

Continued on page 8
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El Centro OKs Loan For La Resaca
Rehab Of Old Masonic Temple Continues

A BEAUTIFUL NEW mural stands on the east wall of the former
Masonic Temple on State Street in El Centro, where the building
is being rehabilitated and renovated for the new location of La
Resaca seafood restaurant on April 6. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

Project: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT
UPGRADE SERVICE PANEL and INSTALLA-
TION OF ONE (1) EV CHARGING STATION

Bid Deadline: Friday May 1, 2020 2:00pm PST
Place of Bid Receipt: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

DISTRICT OFFICE
621 E. SIXTH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the HOLTILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT of
IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, acting by and through its Governing Board,
hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT," will receive up to, but not later than, the above -
stated time, sealed bids for the award of contract for the above project. 

Scope of Work

The upgrade of one 200amp service panel to a 400amp service panel, reconnection of all
old service panel connections, reconnection of the IID power source, and the installation
and electrical connection of an EV Power Station for the purpose of charging one Lion
D model Electric Bus. 

The bidder is responsible to secure all permits, develop all plans, and take care of all
other necessary parts of the project as required by local, State and Federal rules and reg-
ulations. The bidder is to provide a complete upgraded 400amp service pane and install
and connect one (1) EV charger with all warrantees, guarantees, and instruction that is
necessary for the operation use of the completed project. 

Opening of proposal  March 30th, 2020
Walk through               Scheduled as requested,

(Subject to COVID 19 rules and  Regulations)
Proposal Questions due   April 28th, 2020 by 4:00 pm
Proposal due by May 1st, 2020 by 2:00 pm

Bids shall be received at 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville CA, 92250 to Holtville Unified
School District Administration Office no later than May 1st 2020 2:00pm. All bids are
to be sealed and include three (3) individual printed complete original copies of your
proposal and one electronic copy on a flash drive. All bids are subject to all the rules,
regulations, standards as presented in the RFP, and all requirements of the Department
of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725. 5..

RFP's can be picked up at the Holtville Unified School District Office (see above) or the
RFP can be down loaded from Holtville High School's web site at www.husd.net.  If you
have questions, please email Mr. Drye at mdrye@husd.net or call at 760-791-0105.
District Office located at: 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA 92250, Phone: 760-356-2974,
Fax: 760-356-4936

In accordance with the provisions of California Business and Professions Code Section
7028.15 and Public Contract Code Section 3300, the District requires that the bidder
possess applicable classification(s) of contractor's license (s) at the time the bid is sub-
mitted. Any bidder not so licensed at the time of the bid opening will be rejected as non-
responsive. 

All work must be completed within TWENTY-EIGHT (28) consecutive calendar days
from the date specified on the Notice to Proceed issued by the District. Time is of the
essence, failure to complete the work within the time set forth herein will result in the
imposition of liquidated damages for each day of delay, in the amount set forth in the
information for Bidders.   

Each bid shall be accompanied by a fid security in the form of cash, a certified or 
cashier's check or bid bond in an amount not less than FIVE percent (5%) of the total bid 
price, payable to the District.

L886F14,21 NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

The DISTRICT reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregularities
of informalities in any bids or in the bidding process.  

As required by Section 1773 of the California Labor Code, the California Department of
Industrial Relation has determined the general prevailing rates of per diem wages in the
locality in which the work is to be performed, Copies of these wage rate determination,
entitled PREVAILING WAGE SCALE, are maintained at:

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
DIVISION OF LABOR STATISTICS AND 

RESEARCH 455 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, 8TH
FLOOR

PO BOX 420603
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102-0603

415-703-4774
www.dir.ca.gov/disr/pwd

and are available to any interested party upon request. The successful bidder upon award
of the contract shall post a copy of this document at each work site, It shall be manda-
tory upon the successful bidder to whom the contract I awarded, and upon any subcon-
tractor listed, to pay not less than the specified rates to all workers employed by them for
the project. 
No contract or subcontract may be listed on this bid proposal unless registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. No
contract or subcontractor may be awarded this project unless registered it the DIR pur-
suant to labor Code Section 1725.5. This project is subject to compliance monitoring and
enforcement by the DIR.
No bidder may withdraw any bid for a period of SIXTY (60) calendar days ager the date
set for the opening of bids. 
Pursuant to Section 22300 of the Public Contract Code, the Agreement will contain pro-
visions perming the successful bidder to substitute security for any monies withheld by
the DISTRICT to ensure performance under the Agreement or permitting payment of
retentions earned directly into escrow. 
Location of work is on the south side of the bus barn located between the back of the bus
parking structure and the fence running down the length of 6th street.  
Site:  Holtville Unified School District

Bus Yard (Transportation)
Viking Way, Corner of Viking Way & 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250

Holtville Unified School District reserves the right to make any necessary changes, in
order to comply with any existing or new COVID-19 rules, regulations, restrictions, and
other as set by the authorities, at any time during the RFP process
Legal 8937                                                                     Publish: April 2, 9, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORES CALLING FOR BIDS

Project: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Removal and Replacement of Drinking Fountains

Bid Deadline: Friday May 1, 2020 2:00pm PST
Place of Bid Receipt: HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

DISTRICT OFFICE
621 E. SIXTH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the HOLTILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
of IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, acting by and through its Governing Board,
hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT," will receive up to, but not later than, the above -
stated time, sealed bids for the award of contract for the above project. 

Scope of Work

This RFP is requesting bids for the removal and installation of approximately thirty-
four (34) old drinking fountains with approximately thirty-eight (38) new drinking foun-
tains spread around at all Six of Holtville Unified School District schools. The install of
approximately thirty-eight drinkers includes approximately four (4) that will need deep
well pit drains and new water supplies and base mounting, the rest have existing mount-
ing surfaces, drains and water supplies. HUSD is to supply all new drinking fountains.
RFP is for the labor of the removal and replacement of existing drinking fountains and four
(4) new game field drinkers along with all necessary materials for installations, replace-
ment or repair of mounting surfaces, plumbing including drainage and water supply, and
other items related to the project. The bidder will be responsible for required changes in
such things as adjustments for height and placement of drinkers, and cost related to rea-
sonably necessary adjustments to these changes as required by State, Federal, local and
Education codes. 

The bidder is responsible to secure all permits, develop all plans, and take care of all
other necessary parts of the project as required by local, State and Federal rules and regu-
lations. The bidder is to provide a complete removal and replacement of all old drinkers
and labor related to the four (4) new drinkers.  

Opening of proposal March 30th, 2020
Walk through (Not Mandatory)                 April 14, 10:00 am starting

at the HUSD District Office
(Email Mr. Drye At  mdrye@husd.net  by April 13th     
If you plan on attending, so we can schedule accor
ing to the rules set by the authorities for COVID-19)

Proposal Questions due            No later than April 28th, 2020  by 4:00 pm
Proposal due by May 1st, 2020 by 2:00 pm

Bids shall be received at 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville CA, 92250 to Holtville Unified
School District Administration Office no later than May 1st, 2020 2:00pm. All bids are to
be sealed and include three (3) signed original copies of your proposal and one electronic
copy on a flash drive. All bids are subject to all the rules, regulations, standards as pre-
sented in the RFP, and all requirements of the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR)
pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725. 5..

RFP's can be picked up at the Holtville Unified School District Office (see above) or
the RFP can be down loaded from Holtville High School's web site at www.husd.net.  If
you have questions, please email Mr. Drye at mdrye@husd.net or  call at 760-791-0105.
District Office located at: 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA 92250, Phone: 760-356-2974,
Fax: 760-356-4936

In accordance with the provisions of California Business and Professions Code
Section 7028.15 and Public Contract Code Section 3300, the District requires that the
bidder possess applicable classification(s) of contractor's license (s) at the time the bid is
submitted. Any bidder not so licensed at the time of the bid opening will be rejected as
non-responsive.

All work must be completed within TWENTY-EIGHT (28) consecutive calendar
days from the date specified on the Notice to Proceed issued by the District. Time is of
the essence, failure to complete the work within the time set forth herein will result in the
imposition of liquidated damages for each day of delay, in the amount set forth in the
information for Bidders. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a fid security in the form of cash, a certified or cashier's
check or bid bond in an amount not less than FIVE percent (5%) of the total bid price,
payable to the District.

L886F14,21 NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS

The DISTRICT reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregulari-
ties of informalities in any bids or in the bidding process. 

As required by Section 1773 of the California Labor Code, the California Department
of Industrial Relation has determined the general prevailing rates of per diem wages in
the locality in which the work is to be performed, Copies of these wage rate determina-
tion, entitled PREVAILING WAGE SCALE, are maintained at:

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
DIVISION OF LABOR STATISTICS AND 

RESEARCH 455 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, 8TH
FLOOR

PO BOX 420603
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102-0603

415-703-4774
www.dir.ca.gov/disr/pwd

and are available to any interested party upon request. The successful bidder upon award
of the contract shall post a copy of this document at each work site, It shall be mandatory
upon the successful bidder to whom the contract I awarded, and upon any subcontractor
listed, to pay not less than the specified rates to all workers employed by them for the proj-
ect. 

No contract or subcontract may be listed on this bid proposal unless registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) pursuant to Labor Code Section 1725.5. No con-
tract or subcontractor may be awarded this project unless registered it the DIR pursuant to
labor Code Section 1725.5. This project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforce-
ment by the DIR.

No bidder may withdraw any bid for a period of SIXTY (60) calendar days ager the
date set for the opening of bids. 

Pursuant to Section 22300 of the Public Contract Code, the Agreement will contain
provisions perming the successful bidder to substitute security for any monies withheld by
the DISTRICT to ensure performance under the Agreement or permitting payment of
retentions earned directly into escrow. 

Location of work is at different school sites, maps showing the number and location of
each drinker is available upon request.  

Site:  Across all Six school Sites at Holtville Unified School District
621 East 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
Maps and location of drinkers are available by requesting them from
mdrye@husd.net

Holtville Unified School District reserves the right to make any necessary changes, in order to
comply with any existing or new COVID-19 rules, regulations, restrictions, and other as set by the
authorities, at any time during the RFP process. 
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Morgan Dale Griggs
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000708
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Morgan Dale Griggs
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Carol Griggs in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Carol Griggs be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: April 10, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-

son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Andrew S. Krutzsch
104 West I Street
P.O. Box 1381
Brawley, CA 92227
(760) 344-8121
Filed:
March 19, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6330
Publish: Mar. 26, April. 2, 9,
2020

For Publication of
Your Legal Notices

Call Us, Your County
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(760) 339-4899
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
John Kubler, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03664
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  John Kubler, Jr
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Paul R. Kubler in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Paul R. Kubler be appoint-
ed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by

the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: May 8, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-

tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-

ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-

ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Mark G. Spencer
450 B Street, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 997-6275
Filed:
March 27, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 8940
Publish: April 9, 16, 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE                                                                                    NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OF PROPOSAL FOR IMPLEMENTING
SCHOOL FACILITIES FEES AS AUTHORIZED BY

EDUCATION CODE SECTION S 17620 AND GOVERNMENT CODES 65995

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that immediately following a public hearing on the matter, a proposed
resolution(s) will be considered by the Governing Board of Holtville Unified School District at its regu-
lar meeting on April 20th, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., which if adopted by the Board will implement development
fees established by the District against residential construction and reconstruction at $4.08 per square foot
and against new commercial or industrial construction at $0.66 a square foot.  Education Code Section
17620 and Government Code Section 65995 authorize the proposed fees.  Data pertaining to the cost of
school facilities is available for inspection during regular business hours at the District's administrative
offices.  The fee, if approved by the Governing Board, will become effective on June 19th, 2020, which
is 60 days after the proposed adoption of the resolution levying such fee by the Governing Board
Legal 8939
Publish: April 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8942 Publish: April 9, 2020
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706

Although our office is closed to the public we are still
serving the community, call us with your 

news tips or publication needs.

760-339-4899

Resaca.. .....from page five

But when all seemed lost for
the project, Diana encountered a
broker she was introduced to
through the San Diego SBDC and
she and David were directed to
Clearinghouse CDFI, which spe-
cialized in underdeveloped com-
munities and Diana and David
were told that their project was a
perfect fit for Clearinghouse.

"So, from the beginning
Clearinghouse was told that we
had already invested 20 percent in
this project from our own business
proceeds," Diana said. "And also,
because we applied for the city's
RLF loan, Clearinghouse felt
comfortable that the city was will-
ing to contribute to this project."

The city-backed loan was
enough to meet Clearinghouse's
loan requirements, so the deal
could move forward, Diana indi-
cated.

Minimum job creation
wins city backing

As a provision of the RLF
approval from the city, La Resaca
must create one job per $35,000

of loan underwriting, or in this
case three jobs. But the
Nuricumbos said they intend to
create 12 full-time jobs and
approximately 20 part-time jobs.

Those kinds of job-creation
numbers struck a chord with
Clearinghouse, so it agreed to
back La Resaca with a $1.79 mil-
lion loan. 

"We've been in the restaurant
business 16 years and have
degrees in business management
and run three other successful
restaurants," Diana said. "We've
planned this project for many
years now, and we've had the
assistance of financial advisors
for our sales projections. We truly
believe we will succeed."

The Nuricumbos have said
they expect to be open in the old
Masonic Temple site in May. It
was not immediately known how
the current COVID-19 closures
would affect that timeline. 

THE PRESENT LOCATION of La Resaca Mexican seafood
restaurant on the corner of Imperial Avenue and State Street is
shown April 6 in El Centro. La Resaca is planning to move to
the old Masonic Temple building on State Street in downtown El
Centro, which is currently being renovated.  WILLIAM ROLLER
PHOTO

Boys and Girls.............................from page one
online platform for club

members to share media proj-
ects."

With MyFuture, club mem-
bers can take virtual field trips to
Disneyland or the San Diego
Zoo, two of the more popular
destinations, Renteria said. 

Any club member can log in
once they provide the required
personal information and register
a password to gain access to
MyFuture. The site covers a vari-
ety of computer science skills
including coding, producing vari-
ous media communications,
photo editing, or creating web
designs.

"A member might do an
hour of coding, then switch to
Minecraft (or other) video games
that helps them learn how to
develop an app," she said.
"MyFuture has other programs
such as, Healthy Habits, which
members learn to maintain
healthy lifestyles by keeping
physically active and discovering
how to create a daily healthy
menu."

Old-School Hard Copy
Helps, Too

For those without a comput-
er or printer, Renteria is creating
a paper packet that covers aca-
demic subjects but also guides
them through a variety of crafts
such as gardening activities, as
well as money matters aimed to
instill financial literacy.

"Shop 'till you drop has
members imagine they have $1
million to spend, but they first
learn that money is taxed, which
leaves them $750,000," Renteria
said. "But we want to see how
practical they can be by spending
the money, yet still have plenty
left over while learning to distin-
guish between want and need.
And they get scored on how well

they make difficult decisions that
rewards sound budgeting over
rash indulgence."

Renteria was to distribute
packets the week of April 6
through April 10. Members will
be assigned a time to arrive at the
Brawley Club, including
Holtville members, in one or two
at a time to retain social distanc-
ing.

Facebook A Resource for
General Info

For members with Internet
access, they can check out Boys
& Girls Club's Facebook page or
their video posted each week
with new information as well as
meet-and-greet events with past
members (now adults).

Parents report to Renteria
they are grateful for the club's
online programs but also look
forward when members can
return to the club's brick-and-
mortar facilities. 

Meanwhile, the club will
have an Easter coloring contest
for which the clubs already
received donated prizes. 

Also, since school has been
cancelled for the remainder of the
academic year, the clubs will also
be closed to kids. 

Safety is the number one
concern and the organization will
act on the direction given by local
health authorities as well as Gov.
Gavin Newsom to ensure chil-
dren, staff, and community are
safe, Misty Lee, Boys & Girls
Club executive director, said. 

"We have been deeply
impacted by this crisis not only
because we cannot serve our
kids, but also financially," said
Lee. "We have been forced to
cancel our upcoming fundraiser,
Derby Days, which is a signifi-
cant part of our budget (and the
El Centro club because of a budg-

et crunch, several years ago). We
know we will survive this, as our
community has been incredible
in supporting our clubs and youth
since 1966. We have no other
option than to survive this for the
sake of our kids."

As for Renteria, as much as
she enjoys designing virtual
activities, she admits she liked
shepherding the members one-
on-one in crafts and computer
science to help refine their skills.

"I do miss the kids," she
said. "It's kind of sad now as I
arrive at the Brawley Club (165
S. Plaza) and I notice I no longer
hear their voices as I approach.
We thought of having a drive-by
parade. It's in the works. But we
need to cover both the Brawley
and Holtville clubs for the virtual
program."

RAQUEL RENTERIA, Boys
& Girls Clubs of Imperial

Valley
Brawley-Unit Director


	Tribune Sun Page 01
	Tribune Sun Page 02
	Tribune Sun Page 03
	Tribune Sun Page 04
	Tribune Sun Page 05
	Tribune Sun Page 06
	Tribune Sun Page 07
	Tribune Sun Page 08

