
BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

It's universally known that
behind every great man, there is a
great woman. It's no different
with giant pandas, especially
those that wield samurai swords
and perform spinning back kicks.

There would be no fully real-
ized Panda Khan character with-
out the art and ink strokes of car-
toonist Dave Garcia, and there
would be no conceptual backsto-
ry and fictional landscape with-
out the mind and words of
Garcia's life and work partner,

Monica Sharp.
Together the Holtville natives

and constants on the comic-book
convention circuit are a formida-
ble team, and now they are the
executive producers and creative
force behind "Panda Khan the
Animated Series."

Dave and Monica, as they are
generally known locally and
among friends, signed a months-
(if-not-years-)-in-the-making
development deal May 11 to turn
their 35-year-old-plus character
into six to eight animated
episodes of anthropomorphic
*ss-kicking, hopefully realized 
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Homeless in a Pandemic:
Where Have After All the
Vouchers Gone?

Contact tracers key to re-opening society,
treating community for COVID

Holtville dynamic duo inks deal for Panda
Khan cartoon series

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Although half a million dol-
lars in emergency funding to pro-
tect the county's transient popula-
tion from exposure to the coron-
avirus has already dried up, the
closed program has still launched
some controversy over how
homelessness is being defined
amid the backdrop of the pan-
demic.

Jessica Solorio, founder of
Spread the Love Charity, a group
that advocates and provides serv-
ices for the homeless in El
Centro, expressed concern
recently about a $528,000 state
hotel voucher program going to
"couch surfers" instead of to indi-

viduals with emergency needs.
"I've asked for a list of who

was given a voucher, but I was
told that I was not able to be
given access. The county has to
take it at face value. How do you
prove whether someone is sleep-
ing on a couch or (in) a tent? The
homeless definition is so broad.
Anyone unstably housed? I don't
know what their criteria was,"
Solorio said May 11.

Meanwhile, the county also
has received 10 trailers to quaran-
tine homeless persons who test
positive for COVID-19. The
trailers were to be placed at the
I.V Fairgrounds in Imperial.

The trailers were obtained . 

Continued on page 6

A ROMANTIC COUPLE and
creative team nearing 50 years
together, Holtville natives Dave
Garcia and Monica Sharp, cel-
ebrate at a carnival. presum-
ably in Holtville, is this recent
photo. Garcia and Sharp
signed a development deal as
executive producers for their
character, Panda Khan, for an
animated series. COURTESY
PHOTO

COMIC BOOK ARTIST and
Holtville native Dave Garcia can
be seen in his trademark cowboy
hat these days as he markets his
Old West/fantasy comic,
"Shadow of the West." Garcia
and his wife and collaborator,
Monica Sharp, also a Holtville
native, inked a development
deal as executive producers for
their character, Panda Khan, for
an animated series.  COURTESY
PHOTO 

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Rosalinda Garcia and Alhi
Ingle are among a growing
legion of gumshoes across the
country who will make it possi-
ble to open up America.

Re-opening Imperial County
may not be any time in the
immediate future, but certainly
the duo will play a critical role
now in investigating how
COVID-19 is moving through
communities.

Registered nurses by train-
ing, Garcia and Ingle are two of
around 20 to 25 Imperial County
employees across various disci-
plines and departments, who are
under the direction of county 

Continued on page 8

Alhi Ingle, a public health nurse II with the county Public
Health Department, is one of 20 to 25 contact-tracing investiga-
tors who has been temporarily reassigned to the epidemiology
department to track the potential spread of COVID-19. COUR-
TESY PHOTO
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Week of May 11th
Soar Above Stigma

(Originally aired on March 2019)
Imagine a high school where youth who were experiencing suffering due to

symptoms of mental health problems didn't have to hide or minimize.
Imagine there was open acceptance and support. Soar Above Stigma, a men-
tal health wellness campaign at Southwest High School have taken on this
challenge with their Healthcare Professional students playing a significant

role in reducing mental health stigma on campus.

Jackie Valadez
SHS HOSA: Future Health Professionals, Advisor

Simran Singh
SHS HOSA: Future Health Professionals, Mental Health Project Leader

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 11 de mayo 2020
Soar Above Stigma (Volando por Encima del Estigma)

(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2019)
Imagine una preparatoria donde los jóvenes que experimentaban sufrimiento debido a

síntomas de problemas de salud mental no tengan que minimizarse o esconderse.
Imagínese que haya aceptación abierta y apoyo. Soar Above Stigma (Volando por

Encima del Estigma) es una campana de bienestar de salud mental en la preparatoria de
Southwest, que ha asumido este desafío con sus estudiantes de profesionales de la
salud que desempeñan un papel importante en la reducción del estigma de la salud

mental en el campus.
Jackie Valadez

SHS HOSA: Futuros Profesionales de la Salud, Asesora
Alexa Angulo

SHS HOSA Líder de Proyecto de Salud Mental
Alice Valle

SHS HOSA Vicepresidente de Comunicaciones

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 14: Weston Ming, Felipe Irigoyen, Sarah Lannette 
Martin, Zoe Van Der Linden, Louise Hawk†, Ryah Espinoza, 
Ralph Cannon†, Alvin Immel†
MAY 15: Beau Williams, Levi Smith
MAY 16: Regan Rothfleisch, Cameron Lechner, Megan 
Kramer
MAY 17: Sawyer Jarett Hilfiker, Harper Fjeldsted, Jared 
Denning Brady, Charles Garcia, Leticia V. Groom†, Chris 
Strahm
MAY 18: Everette Nicholas Garcia, Lucas Cage Allegranza, 
Peyton Louise Brown, Adeline Selah Hilfiker, Karen Vogel, 
Eddie Tanori†, Marina Wilson, Blaze Jackson Vessey, Paul 
Chambers
MAY 19: Emily Johnson Hawkins, Jennifer Downs
MAY 20: Urbie De La Rosa, Ella Hoyt, Marion Schaffner†

Anniversaries
MAY 14: Mr & Mrs. Nick Dexter, Mr. & Mrs. Matt 
Leimgruber
MAY 16: Mr. & Mrs. Jarett Hilfiker
MAY 18: Mr. & Mrs. George Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Manuel 
Salcido
MAY 19: Mr. & Mrs. Ben Williams
MAY 20: Mr. & Mrs. Robert Massoud

If you can’t find our paper,
you can always 

subscribe!

Call us for more 
information

(760) 339-4899.

Churches Lament Over Phased Roadmap to Reopening
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Local religious leaders were
disenchanted after the Imperial
County's joint press conference
last week when they learned the
state's health metrics associated
with COVID-19 infection would
not allow churches to open for
Sunday services and mass gather-
ings any time soon. 

"Churches are essential when
it comes to meeting peoples emo-
tional, spiritual and physical
needs. It seems unreasonable to
have churches classified in phase
3," said Faith Assembly Lead
Pastor Dan Bruce, who feels reli-
gious centers offer a type of inner
guidance and peace that cannot be
derived from government. 

"Depression, hopelessness,
anxiety, alcoholism, drug addic-
tion and domestic violence are on
the rise. This is our wheelhouse. I
would like to see our county ask
the state to put churches in phase
2," Bruce said during a May 12
interview.

The Imperial-area pastor is
referring to the phases of the
state's "Roadmap to Recovery," a
timeline and description of stages
in which local businesses, faith-
based institutions and others will
be allowed to resume life in
California.

Imperial County Public Health
Department officials clarified dur-
ing a May 8 press conference that
due to "regional variance criteria"
placed on localities by the state,
various medical thresholds to
show there is containment of the

spread of coronavirus in their
respective communities must be
met before churches can open
again for services and mass gath-
ering events.

Imperial County is now in
phase 2 of the road map, and
churches can now provide servic-
es like food-pantry distributions
and certain mental-health coun-
seling to its flock with strict
guidelines such as physical dis-
tancing in place. However, tradi-
tional Sunday services and other
events in which groups of more
than 10 gather have been pushed
off to an undetermined third phase
of the plan. 

"For me, it feels reasonable to
put churches in phase 2 and I am
disappointed with that assess-
ment. I feel we can apply by the
same rules as Costco and Wal-
Mart. We (churches) can meet all
the criteria that all the other phase
2 businesses abide by," Bruce
said, who ministers out of the
Imperial area.

"I think all the churches were
disappointed that we were put in
phase 3. We thought churches
would be put in phase 2," said
Walter Colace, pastor at Christ
Community Church in El Centro
during a May 12 interview.

Colace leads one of the largest
church congregations in the
Valley, with more than 700 mem-
bers and their children in atten-
dance on an average Sunday
morning. 

"It is what it is, is the motto we
are following at our church. All
we can do is take things one week
at a time and we hope to know

more by next week," Colace said,
who like many religious leaders in
the Imperial Valley will continue
to spread the Gospel through
online services via the Internet.

Meanwhile, Bruce said he
realizes the path to re-opening his
churches' door is unclear at the
present with the escalating num-
ber of new cases of COVID-19 in
the county.

"Phase 3 seems months away.
To move into phase 3, we will
need less than 18 new cases over a
two-week span. We are far away
from that number right now," the
pastor said.

There were 38 new cases on

the Imperial County's COVID-19
Surveillance Dashboard on May
13.

E.C. Officials Meet with
Faith-Based Leaders

Religious leaders had high
hopes for re-opening after meet-
ing with El Centro city officials
on May 6 at Calvary Chapel in El
Centro.

Calvary Pastor Pete Mallinger
explained he set up the meeting at
his church to give local religious
leaders a chance to ask questions
and express their concerns to city
officials, who on that day had
already established May 11 as the
date in which churches could fully

re-open in the city with strict
adherence to physical distancing. 

El Centro City Council
Member Jason Jackson, Chief of
Police Brian Johnson and Fire
Chief Ken Herbert attended on
behalf of the city. 

Exactly a week earlier, the El
Centro council had voted in
closed session to adopt its own re-
opening plan, with dates, that
would end up contradicting the
state's guidelines and the county's
public health order. The city plan
has been rendered moot at this
point.

By May 6, however, El Centro
officials already knew their time-
line was in question, as they were
in closed-door talks with the
county and were awaiting guid-
ance from the state, which would
come the next day.

On May 6, about 50 church
leaders were in attendance for the
meeting. Doors were left open and
seats were placed seven feet apart.
Overflow rooms were made avail-
able in case the crowd grew
beyond the church's social-dis-
tancing capacity.

"We wanted to show officials
that if we were allowed to open,
we could maintain the social-dis-
tancing order. We went an extra
step by placing a space seven feet
between chairs instead of the min-
imum requirement of six feet,"
Mallinger said.

City officials fielded dozens
of questions from the concerned
audience about when churches
would be able to open, how they 

Continued on page 3

Border Patrol Arrests Armed Smuggler In Stolen Vehicle
El Centro Sector Border Patrol

agents working near the Highway
111 immigration checkpoint arrested
an armed man suspected of smug-
gling six illegal aliens in a stolen
vehicle this past Friday. 

The incident occurred at approx-
imately 9 a.m., when agents noticed
a vehicle attempting to circumvent
the checkpoint.  Agents conducted a
vehicle stop on a 37-year-old man
driving a red Volvo SUV.  Agents
approached the vehicle and conduct-
ed an immigration interview with
both the driver and front seat passen-
ger.  The driver stated he was a
United States citizen.  The front seat

passenger stated he did not have
immigration documents allowing
him to be in the country legally.
Agents took the driver and front seat
passenger into custody.  While agents
had conducted their interview, they
observed multiple individuals laying
on the back seat trying to conceal
themselves.  They also saw three
individuals in the rear cargo area of
the vehicle.  All five hidden individ-
uals were found to be illegal aliens
and taken into custody.

Agents proceeded to search the
vehicle once all the occupants were
removed, and discovered a 9mm
handgun hidden underneath the front

passenger seat.  The gun was loaded
with three rounds in the magazine.  

Agents also discovered that the
vehicle had the wrong license plates
on it and that it had been reported
stolen on April 17, 2020.

"Our agents are placed in dan-
gerous situations day in and day out.
None more than stopping an armed
man smuggling six illegal aliens in a
stolen vehicle," said Chief Patrol
Agent Gregory K. Bovino.
"Fortunately, on this occasion, our
agents were able to make the arrest
without incident."  

EL CENTRO FIRE Chief Ken Herbert speaks to a roomful of
Imperial Valley religious leaders who met inside Calvary Chapel
in El Centro on May 6 to discuss social distancing requirements
during church services when the various local pastors thought
they might re-open their churches to Sunday services. Faith-
based institutions have since learned that no timelines have been
set to resume Sunday services until certain COVID-related med-
ical bars are reached. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
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Garcia.................from page onePublic Health Clarifies 'Roadmap';
Munday Amends Health Order

BY JAYSON AND RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

With the exception of a host
of formerly nonessential busi-
nesses being re-opened to the
public for curbside pickup, little
has changed in establishing a
finite timeline to the re-opening
of churches, dine-in restaurants,
barbershops, nail salons, or many
of the types of businesses and sit-
uations people have been debat-
ing over this past week.

All these businesses and
organizations are considered
"higher risk" and the county must
reach certain virus-related med-
ical criteria before any timelines
will be established, officials said
May 8.

There were few, if any, resolu-
tions that came during the May 8
joint press conference between
Imperial County and elected offi-
cials from the Valley's seven
cities. What was announced reit-
erated Gov. Gavin Newsom's
undefined timeline to resuming
life in California on May 7.

"This plan outlines what we
can do to open up those business-
es that are higher risk. These busi-
nesses need to demonstrate a low
prevalence of risk and high level
of readiness," said Luis Plancarte,
chairperson of the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors. 

He then introduced county
Public Health Department
Director Janette Angulo, who
went over the "regional variance
criteria" set forth by the governor,
or simply, the path needed to get
businesses and institutions back
open again amidst escalating
COVID-19 cases in Imperial
County. 

"Regional variance criteria"
was the term used for many of the
public health bars that need to be
reached before any hard timelines
can be placed on opening up more
"risky" ventures.

Meanwhile, in what is
arguably the bigger development,
Imperial County Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday,
issued a modified public health
order May 9, that eased up on
some restrictions, but doubled
down on others, such as keeping
stay-at-home orders in place, the

ongoing requirement that
nonessential businesses remain
closed "with exceptions," that
people continue wearing face-
coverings at all times in public
and the requirement to continue
physical distancing, among other
tenets of the order.

"The amended order reiterates
the stay-at-home requirements for
all residents in Imperial County
but expands the list of exceptions
to include activities now deemed
permissible by the California
Department of Public Health and
the State Public Health Officer
Order. Under the amended state
and local health officer orders, in
addition to being able to leave
their homes to conduct essential
tasks (e.g., grocery shopping,
medication pick-up, reporting to
essential employment), residents
may now engage in curbside retail
from lower-risk businesses. This
includes, but is not limited to,
clothing stores, music stores,
bookstores, and florists. The
requirement for face coverings in
public and social distancing
remains in effect," according to
the county's May 9 press release. 

"Under the amended order,
non-essential businesses shall
remain closed with the exception
of those businesses permitted to
open under the State's Resilience

Roadmap and Imperial County's
Roadmap to Recovery. Under
both roadmaps, additional sectors,
businesses, or activities will pro-
gressively be allowed to reopen
with certain modifications once
set parameters are met. The
Imperial County's Roadmap to
Recovery is found on the Public
Health Department's website," the
county press release stated.

The amended order went into
effect at 5 p.m. May 9.

The Hard (Soft) Numbers
Announced May 8

Public Health Director
Angulo explained during the con-
ference that there are six "region-
al variance criteria" laid out by
the state that must be met before
moving forward and easing state
and local public health restric-
tions in corresponding stages.

The county is now at Stage 2
for "lower risk workplaces,"
according to Public Health
Department information. Stage 2-
4 is defined on the county's web-
site at
http://www.icphd.org/roadmap-
to-recovery

"The criteria we have to 

Continued on page 6

with toys and other goodies in
the not-too-distant future.

"This is amazing. Just incred-
ible. I knew when I drew him the
first time, he had an appeal, a
quality, that was almost timeless
in a way. That is what Kevin
(Eastman) and Peter (Laird) saw.
I get stopped at (comic) cons or
shopping by 30-somethings who
loved the (Teenage Mutant Ninja)
Turtles but tell me, 'Oh, Panda
Khan's my favorite turtle toy!"
the 67-year-old Garcia said dur-
ing an interview May 11.

"So, this is what I always
hoped for. Kids watching car-
toons of Panda Khan. Playing
with figures of Panda Khan and
his friends. I couldn't be more
excited," Garcia added.

Sharp feels the same way.
After Garcia created the character
in the early 1980s, it was she who
created its storyline and fully
wrought world of bio-enhanced
beasts steeped in Asian mytholo-
gy and genetically engineered
animal science.

"I'm incredulous. We were
doing absolutely nothing to
search out deals. Which is on me,
because once our son was diag-
nosed with dyslexia, ADD, sen-
sory-processing disorders,
autism, etc., I totally quit writing
fiction and became his advocate,"
Sharp said of their now-37-year-
old son, Philip Kirk, who was
born just two years after Panda
Khan was created. Sharp is 64.

Breeding Panda Khan in
Captivity

The Panda Khan character,
which was a comic series on its
own by 1985, gained a bump of
fame when it appeared alongside
Eastman and Laird's famous
pizza-eating teen turtles' between
1987 and 1990 in early incarna-
tions of the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles' comics, animated
series and line of toys. Garcia
was an artist and early author of
TMNT stories.

But now a Renaissance awaits
Garcia and Sharp as their deal
with Gaelstone Media to produce
the scripts and character design
for Global Genesis Group to ani-
mate their characters begins its
long road to reality.

As with most development
deals, although the ink is drying,
nothing is etched in stone.

"The thing I'm always telling
myself, it's just a development
deal. Maybe it won't go any-
where," Garcia said. 

Yet he's excited and hopeful.
"The plan is for Panda Khan

to guest star in an episode of one
of their (Gaelstone Media's) other
shows to introduce Panda Khan. I
imagine a lot depends on reaction
from viewers," Garcia added.
"I'm fairly confident. Most peo-
ple that see Panda Khan are usu-
ally interested."

Panda Khan is to be intro-
duced in a streaming animated
series called "Action Mice,"
which Garcia said is in develop-
ment for Amazon. Panda Khan
would spin off from there. 

This could be a big year for
the big panda in general. 

Although it hasn't been an
active comic book for many
years, Abacus Press, a small,
independent printer, is readying a
new colorized version of five
books of Garcia and Sharp's
black-and-white "The Chronicles
of Panda Khan" by comic book
veteran and well-known colorist
Mickey Clausen sometime in
2020. 

Garcia and Sharp credit
Clausen with not only giving
birth to the development deal but
renewing interest in the dormant
character and line of comics.

Still, Garcia jokes about
Panda Khan's staying power in
the pop culture zeitgeist and the
sudden spark of interest.

"What goes around comes
around? He's a bad penny? I'm

still trying to figure out why he
didn't hit sooner," Garcia said of
"PK."

Life on the Farm and the
Early Years

Garcia and Sharp are third-
generation "Holtville-ites," he
said, and they spend many of
their days in creative pursuits on
a farm outside town, living off
income from agriculture.

Although "we have goats,
man. Thirteen freaking goats,"
Garcia said, he added they are no
farmers.

"Hey, walking the Boer and
the pygmy (breeds of goat) with
my pack of dogs is as farmer-y as
I ever wanna be," he said.

Rather, Garcia and Sharp
mostly live off income from
farmland they lease to the sons of
Ernie and Walter Strahm, an old
well-known Holtville ag family.
Garcia said Sharp inherited her
grandparents' farmstead.

Sharp is retired from a 30-
plus year as a schoolteacher,
Garcia said, and his days have
mostly been dedicated to art.

He recalled that pivotal
moment when he knew his life's
passion.

"Oh, when my older sister, six
years my senior, bought an
Archie comic when I was about
5. From the moment I saw that, I
knew I wanted to draw comics
for life. I started drawing, my
mom claims, when I was 2 and I
drew all the time. But I only ever
wanted to make comics. Jack
Kirby in '61 or so became my
idol," Garcia said, referring to the
famed Marvel artist and writer.

"Me and my school buddies
made up our own strips from ele-
mentary school onward. I think I
am the only one that stuck with it,
although some stayed in the cre-
ative arts field, like Ernie Rivas
at Caliber Printing and Daniel
Thornburg writes poetry," Garcia
said.

Garcia, whose dad, Gilbert,
was an Imperial Irrigation
District zanjero, and whose
mother, Eloise, was a translator
for the county health department,
met Sharp in 1971, when he was
18. They've been together ever
since.

Best Possible Outcome for
Future

Still grinding away at his art
and with Sharp by his side as his
creative and more business-
minded partner of closing in on
50 years, Garcia has had his
brushes with fame through his
work with not just the TMNT
franchise and Panda Khan, but
with "The Tick," which later
went on to become a television
show, an animated series and a
toy line as well.

Currently, Garcia and Sharp
are hard at work in the second
story arc of the Old West/science-
fiction/fantasy series, "Shadow
of the West," a self-published
shoot-'em-up Western world that
comes face to face with dinosaurs
and other pre-historic creatures.

There's work to be done, but
both can't wait to see where
Panda Khan goes from here and
what the future brings.

Sharp said she wants to see
"people everywhere love Panda
Khan and that Dave has all the
merch his 5-year-old heart could
ever have dreamed of when he
first discovered comic books and
fell in love."

"Oh, and that people don't
refer to me as 'that's Dave's wife'
when introducing me. I have a
name," Sharp said.

"We don't envision TMNT
success. There are too many out-
lets now. If we get a good first
season (of the animated series),
that would mean merchandising.
It also means the comics get
rebooted. That would be awe-
some," Garcia said. 

County Public Health officials crystallize what businesses can open and when -
and how - while modified health order is announced effective 5 p.m. May 9.) 

Imperial County Board of Supervisors Chairman Luis Plancarte
(center) speaks to the media while being flanked by mayors and
council members from all seven Imperial County cities, and coun-
ty Public Health Department officials, during a joint press confer-
ence May 8 further explaining Gov. Gavin Newsom's "roadmap"
to re-opening California amid the COVID pandemic. JAYSON
BARNISKE PHOTO



BY RENE EDWARD
LEE JR.

What was once a magnifi-
cent country was silenced. The
busy streets … empty. The over-
crowded malls … empty. The
classrooms and school halls …
empty. 

During the height of the
pandemic in China, we were cel-
ebrating the Chinese New Year,
the nation's (and some of the
southern Asian countries')
biggest family festival. All of a
sudden, it was canceled. 

From the moment I landed
in Guangzhou, China, on Jan. 29,
after a brief holiday, I knew what
I was getting myself into. I was
immediately isolated, locked in
my apartment, blocked from
everyone. 

But most importantly, I was
protected, just like everyone else
was in China. We are now in
May. You do the math on how
long I have been locked in. How
long have you been locked in? 

Despite these hardships,
China's government had to pro-
tect its people first. Of course,
everyone continues to point a fin-
ger toward China. Everyone con-
tinues to blame them for the
virus. But have you ever stopped
and wondered, "Why did the
cases go down? How did these
cases go down in China?" 

China survived one pan-
demic (maybe more). America
survived multiple pandemics, and
even other countries around the
globe have survived pandemics.
Yet, all these countries' citizens
still did one common thing. They
understood. 

The numbers in China went
up quickly, and then Italy became
the next country with significant
numbers. But America skyrocket-
ed out of nowhere, surpassing
China and Italy. As I sit in my liv-
ing room, watching every bit of
news from home, from "fake
news" to real news, it didn't (and
still doesn't) matter to me. I
watch and it hurts. I fear that a
second wave will hit you, my

people! Mi Gente. China did not
get a second wave because,
again, they did one thing. 

They listened. 
I know that I am not the only

Calexican or American out and in
other areas of the world. They
can share their experiences of
being locked in their apartments.
They can even express how well
their governments have and are
protecting them. They can tell us
the differences between our gov-
ernment and the other country's
government. Of course, nowa-
days, many people think that
such stories are fake, or that it's a
" g o v e r n m e n t - c o n t r o l l i n g
scheme" dealing with amend-
ments and rights. This isn't about
your amendments, your freedom,
or your rights. 

IT'S ABOUT YOUR SAFE-
TY and the safety of your family
and your community. 

Put all that away for one
minute and please listen. There's
an old phrase that goes, "You
can't teach an old dog new
tricks." I understand the hard-
ships that everyone has taken,
from closing down a business, to
not being able to pay their
employees. I know that many
businesses (both big and small)
want to open again, but how can
you safely do it? 

How can you protect your
business? Your employees, your
costumers, your family? I hope
that I can teach, or at least guide
you, in this matter. Wearing a

mask became law in China.
America took up that idea and
even enforced it, which is a great
first step. China took it to the
next level with an app that shows
your health information. Again,
without that app, you can't come
in a place, and this applies from
the elderly to the children
because safety comes first. 

Here are some other easy
steps that I have seen and learned
from here in China:

All employees and cus-
tomers must wear a mask and
have hand sanitizer.

Take everyone's temperature
and have them sanitize their
hands.

Politely asked them to write
their name, cellphone number,
and temperature upon entry (This
is to keep a record that way if
something happens, you can con-
tact people to get tested).

Remind people to keep their
space and limit the number of
customers you allow in your
business. 

Most importantly, keep your
workstation clean. 

If they are going to lift the
"stay-at-home" orders, try these
steps. Train your employees on
these safety measures. You can be
one step ahead of everyone by
showing that you care about busi-
ness and about the health of both
your customers and your employ-
ees. You have made it this far. It's
time to try something new. Wear
a mask. You can do it. Si se

puede.
At this time, I would like to

give a shout out to everyone that
is in the Imperial Valley and out-
side the Valley. Together we can
fight and win this pandemic.
Please keep yourself safe and
protected. Stay strong, mi gente.
Mi familia. Saludos. And remem-
ber to wash your hands. 

Rene Edward Lee Jr., a
Calexico native (born and raised)

from the beautiful Kennedy
Gardens area, graduated from
Calexico High School, class of
2007 (GO BULLDOGS!). He
also graduated from Imperial
Valley College and San Diego
State University, then worked at
Calexico Unified School District
for five years. Currently, he is a
kindergarten teacher in
Guangzhou, China. 

Holtville Tribune Thursday, May 14, 2020 PAGE 4

RENE EDWARD LEE Jr., a Calexico native and Calexico High
School Class of 2007 graduate, wears his mask on the streets of
Guangzhou, China. COURTESY PHOTO

Calexico Native Teaches Kinder In China During Pandemic



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

With cerveza supplies tapped
out in Mexico due to COVID-relat-
ed measures enacted by the gov-
ernment, Mexicali residents appear
to be looking to Calexico to fill
their needs.

If they want duty-free beer,
however, they'll have to look else-
where.

Calexico police shut down the
UETA and Baja duty-free stores
this week and access to their inex-
pensive supply of alcohol, ciga-
rettes and perfume for being open
but "nonessential" businesses,
Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo said
May 7.

"Beer is not essential,"
Gerardo said, and duty-free stores
are not selling water or food.

Gerardo went into the UETA
Duty Free on May 6 and wanted to
see the "bread, milk, eggs, etc." but
was only shown a "five-pound bag
of European chocolates, gum,
mints, and potato chips … not real-
ly essential."

"Several times we've asked
them to close for being nonessen-
tial businesses," Gerardo said,
adding officers closed Baja Duty
Free near Third Street and Imperial
Avenue on May 4.

Officers went to UETA near
Second Street and Imperial a day
later when police saw trucks
unloading several pallets of Tecate
Light beer at the store, with a sign
posted that stated, "No beer."

The issue, Gerardo said, is
Mexicali residents are coming into
Calexico to buy beer at the duty-
free stores and returning to
Mexico, which the chief called
"reckless" and potentially aiding in
the spread of COVID within their
own communities ahead of the
Mother's Day weekend.

Gerardo said his officers
approached UETA employees off-

loading the beer May 5, and his
officers were presented with a let-
ter on UETA corporate stationary
declaring the chain, which operates
locations in San Ysidro in San
Diego County, as an "essential
business" by San Ysidro-area
Assembly Member Lorena
Gonzalez, D-80th.

But after speaking with
Imperial County Public Health
Deputy Director Jeff Lamoure,
Gerardo and Lamoure agreed that
UETA and the duty-free shops in
Calexico do not fit the definition of
"essential businesses."

While it is not illegal to con-
sume alcohol in Mexico during the
pandemic, Mexicali residents are
under stay-at-home orders and
government health officials in
Mexico halted beer production and
declared brewing a "nonessential"
activity more than a month ago.

Since then, the stockpile of
beer in the country has become
nearly nonexistent. Although some
Mexican breweries continue to
produce cerveza for the lucrative
U.S. export market, beer is not
being brewed for domestic con-
sumption.   

"Mexicans like to drink beer,"
Cuauhtémoc Rivera, director the
National Alliance of Small
Merchants, or Anpec, said in an
article on the Guardian website
May 7. Anpec represents smaller-
sized retailers in the country.

Rivera told the Guardian that
the businesses he represents are run
by families, and during hot weath-
er, beer sales make up about 40
percent of sales.

"This is a big money-maker
for small stores," he said.

Anpec told the Guardian it
has lobbied for brewing to be
declared an essential activity, argu-
ing that it would help people cope
with COVID-19 clampdowns.

"States of anxiety, despera-
tion and fears that could end in
episodes of irascibility and intoler-

ance" are inevitable during stay-in-
place orders, Anpec has argued.
"The consumption of beer at home
operates as (a) relaxant, which
helps with enduring a difficult
trial," the Anpec statement contin-
ued.

Meanwhile, in Calexico …
"It's reckless to allow people

just to come over here to buy beer
and go home and have celebra-
tions," Chief Gerardo said, imply-
ing alcohol-fueled gatherings
might exacerbate the spread of the
coronavirus in Mexicali and there-
by affect local COVID conditions.

Calexico already has the
highest number of COVID-positive
cases in Imperial County by zip
code at 124 total cases as of May 7.
Mexicali had 815 confirmed cases
of COVID and 205 cases pending
confirmation, also as of May 7.
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'No Hay Cerveza' for Mexicali Residents Looking to Calexico Duty-Free

CALEXICO POLICE RECENTLY shut down two duty-free stores
in the city for operating as nonessential businesses due to the fact
they were primarily selling beer to Mexicali residents. Beer is almost
impossible to find in Mexico after government officials there halted
all domestic production of cerveza a month ago due to the COVID
pandemic. COURTESY PHOTO

Calexico police chief says "beer is not essential" in May 6 decision to shutter stores
selling to parched patrons ordered home during pandemic; Calexico chamber oppos-
es decision.

would be able to operate and what phase church-
es would be categorized into.

Pastor Pansak "Ekkie" Tepsupornchai of Western
Avenue Baptist in Brawley made a plea to officials
that rallied those in attendance.

"Please do not categorize us with sporting events
and concerts. We answer to a higher authority.
Everyone who comes to church knows each other.
Sporting events and concerts are held for financial
and entertainment purposes. Churches gathers for a
spiritual purpose and some find it offensive that
churches are grouped with the types of events in
phase 3," Tepsupornchai said.

"Our churches are a point of conversation and it
really depends on whose plan you are looking at
whether they should fall into phase 1, 2, 3 or 4. What
the plan is today could be completely different than
what it was yesterday," council member Jackson
said.

When an unidentified member of the crowd
asked if how church operations would be regulated
by the city, Police Chief Johnson answered, "If we
wanted to clamp down and be a police state, we
could not. We do not have the resources."

"People must follow the guidelines, or we will
have spikes (in COVID-19 cases) and have to bring
back restrictions," Johnson said.

Jackson was clear in saying, "I do not foresee get-
ting to normal until there is a vaccine and that could
be 12, 14, 16, to 18 months."

During the meeting, Pastor Colace acknowledged
how his church community had evolved during the
pandemic and encouraged other religious leaders to
search for the silver lining. 

"What we need to do is not so much look at what
is, but focus on what we can be, and I am seeing a lot
of strength in the community right now," Colace
said.
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follow as put forth by the governor
to move into Phase 2 are epidemi-
olocal security, protecting essen-
tial workers, minimum daily test-
ing capacity of 1.5 per 1,000 resi-
dents, testing 15 percent of the
homeless population, (ensuring)
our hospitals are able to operate at
a surge (increase in beds) of 35
percent and 15 contract tracers
(those who track exposure to
COVID from person to person) per
100,000 residents," Angulo said.

Angulo recognized that if there
were a second wave of the virus,
county officials would revert to
earlier stages in the four-stage plan
if needed. 

Gov. Newsom's regional vari-
ance criteria keyed in on several
points, some Imperial County is
close to attaining and some that,
due to the continued spread of
COVID-19 in the community, the
county is far from achieving. 

For example, the state mandat-
ed there be no more than one "new
case" of COVID per 10,000 in the
last 14 days. Under these guide-
lines the Imperial County would
be required to have fewer than 18
new cases for two weeks based on
an estimated 180,000 population,
Angulo confirmed. 

This number of importance
here is not the number of active
cases as seen on the Imperial
County Health Department's web-
site. Rather, it is the number of
new cases. 

The number of "new cases" on
May 8, according to the county's
COVID-19 surveillance dash-
board was 56.
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/o
psdashboard/index.html#/684c
52c01a0c4dbda380d7b905ef0b
46

Although there were 262
active cases on May 8, there were
56 "new cases" according to the
"cases overview" pie chart on the
dashboard.

Numbers of positive cases in
the Imperial County are expected
to rise as the Governor's criteria
requires increased testing num-
bers. The plan requires a minimum
daily test of 1.5 per 1,000 residents
to move deeper into Stage 2. In
Imperial County that would mean
the minimum number of tests
administered has to be about 273
per day, Angulo said.

Imperial County is not far from
that number with the Public Health
Department's testing and the
mobile testing from the state that
begin at the I.V. Fairgrounds last
week. Both of those combined
already have increased the testing
capacity to about 230 per day, not
to mention testing being done by
hospitals and private healthcare
providers, Munday has confirmed
during a prior press conference.

"That metric criteria, we're
working hard toward meeting,"
Angulo said May 8. On follow-up
questioning, however, Angulo said
the county is under 200 a day in
testing.

"Right now, we are under 200
tests a day," she said when pressed
by a Calexico Chronicle reporter.
It wasn't immediately clear why
Angulo's numbers are off from
Munday's prior estimates.

The same can be said for con-
tact tracing. Newsom is requiring
15 contact tracers per 100,000 res-
idents. The Imperial County would
need 27 contract tracers to move
further into Stage 2 of the plan,
according to projections.

Contact tracing is manually
tracing who COVID-19-positive
patients have come in contact
with, and who those people have
come in contact with, and so on.

Imperial County Public
Health's epidemiology staff has
cross-trained numerous county
employees to take on the job, as
many as 20 people as of May 8.

Angulo said county public
health officials have been working

hard to disseminate information
about that state's roadmap to
recovery.

"We have a dedicated staff
making the roadmap template
available online. It's not my
roadmap, it's everyone's roadmap."

The live interactive document
will answer users' questions and
take their feedback. Residents can
refer to this document on the
Imperial County's website, she
said.

Important Takeaways in
'Roadmap'

In Stage 2, "lower risk work-
places," personal grooming busi-
nesses like hair salons, barber-
shops and nail salons remain
closed; massage and tattoo parlors
remain closed; gyms, fitness cen-
ters, public and community pools,
splash pads, etc., remain closed. 

Further, bars and entertainment
venues, community events like
health fairs and cook-offs, all
remain closed.

Church services and gatherings
remain closed, although faith-
based institutions and organiza-
tions can provide food, mental
health guidance and essential serv-
ices to its parishioners and the
public, as long as social distancing
is enforced and face coverings are
worn.

Schools remain closed.
Stage 3 will be - once the

"regional variance criteria" is met -
where retail stores, dine-in estab-
lishments, personal care and serv-
ices establishments, church servic-
es and select other businesses and
situations can be allowed to re-
open with limitations and certain
health order rules still in place.

Stage 4 will be marked by the
end of stay-at-home orders and the
re-opening of the "highest-risk
environments and venues once
therapeutics (medicines and vac-
cines) have been developed,"
according to Public Health's
description.

What Led to May 8 Meeting?
Imperial County and city offi-

cials were forced into an emer-
gency meeting of the minds,
arguably, by a decision April 29 by
the city of El Centro to adopt a
document to open nonessential
businesses and allow certain kinds
of gatherings on a sped-up time-
line.

Approved by the El Centro
City Council in closed session 4-0
and presented to the public at its
May 1 weekly COVID update
meeting on Facebook Live, the
plan immediately drew the ire of
county and other city officials. It
also drew lots of support, from
some cities and from a lot of the
general public, including faith-
based leaders in Imperial County
and small business advocates.

El Centro's plan would have
restored almost all access (with
strict physical-distancing proto-
cols) to dining-in establishments,
churches, barbershops and hair
and nail salons, and even El
Centro's water park, on May 11
despite warnings from county
Public Health officials that the
timeline was too soon.

A business community hurting
from the economic effects of the
closures and restrictions, and a
public feeling the fatigue of stay-
at-home orders, likely emboldened
the city to act first and consult with
the county and other cities second.

Clearly, El Centro officials
thought they had the legal standing
to move forward with their plan -
their city attorney and other city
officials said as much on the
record. But county health-permit-
ting officials and state-licensing
boards held the trump cards to the
operation of things like dine-in
restaurants, hair and nail salons,
and barbers and tattooists.

More from May 8 Press
Conference

Following Angulo's presenta-

tion, which clarified many ques-
tions that were lingering up until
that point, each city spoke on the
issue of re-opening and emphasiz-
ing a positive approach to working
together in the county toward a
return to normalcy.

Some were blunter than others,
though. There were lots of plati-
tudes and pronouncements of
unity, and then there was Calexico
Mayor Bill Hodge.

"In my opinion, we shouldn't
go any further. Why are we open-
ing businesses when we have not
met the metric to do so? If you
have an increased number of peo-
ple getting sick and are opening, it
is counterproductive."

Tying politics and healthcare
on the macro and micro levels,
Hodge took some swipes at the
White House in attempting to
bring the issue home.

"The problem with the Trump
administration is everybody's
doing their own thing. I teach his-
tory, and historically, it has been
proven that when we have a crisis
like this it is better to have the gov-
ernment manage the situation," he
said.

"This is the time for a concert-
ed effort by the federal govern-
ment. That is how we got through
World War II, the Great
Depression, and the Marshall
Plan," Hodge said.

Hodge could be felt trying to
equate Trump and his hot-and-cold
deference to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control, to local policy-
makers and their challenges of the
Governor's and health officer
Munday's local health orders to
keep private enterprise at bay dur-
ing this pandemic.

Where Do We Go from
Here?

When asked about a timeframe
to return to the new normal,
Supervisor Plancarte said, "This is
a fluid plan the county makes
today. The governor may change
the plan by Monday. Please be
flexible with us.

"A month ago, there were peo-
ple who couldn't sleep at night.
Now, we are getting better. If we
take all these preventative meas-
ures, we will get there sooner,"
Plancarte continued. 

"I don't know if pressure from
local business owners and church-
es to re-open will continue. I can
tell there has been clear signs
showing that congregating with
large numbers of people heightens
exposure and increases the rate of
transfer" of COVID-19, he said.
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under the governor's $500 million
emergency funding package
authorized by the Legislature, with
$150 million of that funding set
aside for local emergency homeless
actions. That funding was divided
into two uses, including $100 mil-
lion to local governments for shel-
ter support and emergency housing
for the homeless. 

Some $50 million went to the
state Department of Social
Services and the state Office of
Emergency Services to purchase
the travel trailers and lease rooms
in hotels, motels and other facilities
in partnership with counties and
cities to provide immediate isola-
tion placements throughout the
state for homeless individuals,
according to a May 8 county press
release.

Imperial County Department
of Social Services, in conjunction
with the Imperial Valley
Continuum of Care Council and
other county services, received
some $528,000 to provide housing
to the homeless who otherwise
would be unable to shelter in place,
mostly to be used for the hotel
voucher program. Most recently,
according to a county press release,
the county has launched the trailer-
based COVID-19 Homeless
Housing Program as a step to shel-
ter homeless persons who test pos-
itive for the virus but are not ill
enough to be hospitalized.

"This is going to take a com-
munity-wide effort," Veronica
Rodriguez, director of the Imperial
County Department of Social
Services, stated in the May 8
release. "It does spark a conversa-
tion about the importance to work
as a community to address the big-
ger system issues we have of
homelessness in our county."

Vouchers Gone, But
Questions Remain 

Rodriguez said the pandemic
has forced more open discussion
on how to care for the homeless,
whether it involves those living on
the streets or those who live
"couch-to-couch." 

It's precisely the "couch-to-
couch" definition that has Solorio
and other homeless advocacy
groups concerned over who the
voucher program went to help.

Imperial County Public
Information Officer Linsey Dale
confirmed the $528,000 program
has run out of funding and ended.
She said it was being run through
the Workforce and Economic
Development Department and
county Public Administrator.  

Solorio was frustrated local
nonprofits with boots already on
the ground were not involved in
selecting recipients for the voucher
program.

"Me or Maribel Padilla from
Brown Bag Coalition in Calexico
would have known who was home-
less. Neither Maribel nor myself
were given the opportunity to be a
part of the voucher program. They
ran out of vouchers already and
there is a long waiting list," Solorio
said.

The homeless population
Solorio said she knows has been
unaffected by the voucher pro-
gram.

"We are running at full capac-
ity. The only difference is we are
not seeing homeless in our facility.
We are going out and serving the
homeless at their campsites, and
they are not the ones who are
receiving the vouchers. With
$500,000, how many were they
being able to house anyways. It's
not a lot of money and of course
not all $500,000 goes to hotels,"
Solorio added.

Dale said the county does not
have any documentation that sug-
gests the recipients of the vouchers
are considered "living couch to
couch."  

"Recipients of the voucher
hotel program must sign a self-cer-
tification or affidavit indicating
they are homeless and meet the pri-
ority criteria for the hotel voucher,"
Dale said.

Dale was to provide more 

Continued on page 7

SOME 10 TRAILERS that will be used to quarantine the homeless
who test positive for COVID-19 were provided by the state to the
county under the governor’s $500 million emergency funding
package authorized by the Legislature. The trailers were to be
placed at the Imperial Valley Fairgrounds. COURTESY PHOTOS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-243
The following person is conducting
business as:
FLX FITNESS
2451 Rockwood Avenue, Ste. 108
Calexico, California 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2451 Rockwood Avenue, Ste. 108
Calexico, California 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Juan Moran
1130 Torquoise Street
Calexico, California 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above on: January 1,

2014
I, Juan Moran declare that all of the
information in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature:  Juan Moran, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: April 23,  2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
April 23, 2025. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6341       
Publish: May 14, 21, 28, June 4,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

FERNANDO TAPIA
CASE NO. EPR000717

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of 
FERNANDO TAPIA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by STEVE TAPIA in the
Superior Court of California, County
of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that STEVE TAPIA be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining

court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
05/29/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 locat-
ed at 939 WEST MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a

contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance
of letters to a general personal repre-
sentative, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept

by the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
BRIAN R. KINGSTON, ESQ
KINGSTON & KINGSTON
680 TELEGRAPH CANYON RD.,
SUITE 103
CHULA VISTA,  CA 91910
1-619-421-1133
Filed: May 1, 2020
Superior Court, County of Imperial

Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Publish: May 7, 14, 21, 2020
Legal 6338

Crossing Guard
2 – 5 hours daily

Apply at: Holtville Unified School District
621 E 6th Street
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Holtville Unified School District
621 E. 6th Street

Classroom Paraprofessional
5.75 hours daily
Salary: $11.00 - $14.14
Yard Supervisors
2 – 5 hours daily
Apply on edjoin.org

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS

SUMMONS 
(Family Law)

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT
(Name): Martha Catalina Oliva
Jacobo 
Aviso Al Demandado (Nombre): 
You have been sued. Read the infor-
mation below and on the next page.
Lo han demandando. Lea la informa-
cion a continuacion y en la pagina
siguiente.
Petitioner's name: Daniel Lopez
Rodriguez
Nombre del demandante:
Case No.:  EFL002636
You have 30 calendar days after this
Summons and Petition are served on
you to file a Response (form FL-120)
at the court and have a copy served
on the petitioner. A letter, phone call,
or court appearance will not protect
you.
If you do not file your Response on
time, the court may make orders
affecting  your marriage or domestic
partnership, your property, and cus-

tody of your children. You may also
be ordered to pay support and attor-
ney fees and costs.    
For legal advice, contact a lawyer
immediately. Get help finding a
lawyer at the  California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), at the
California Legal Services website
(www.lawhelpca.org), or by contact-
ing your local   bar association.
NOTICE - RESTRAINING
ORDERS ARE ON PAGE 2: These
restraining orders are effective
against both spouses or domestic
partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgment is entered, or the
court makes further orders. They are
enforceable anywhere in California
by any law enforcement officer who
has received or seen a copy of them.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the clerk for a fee
waiver form. The court may order
you to pay back all or part of the fees
and costs that the court waived for

you or the other party.
Tiene 30 días de calen-

dario después de haber recibido la
entrega legal de esta Citación y
Petición para presentar una
Respuesta (formulario FL-120) ante
la corte y efectuar la entrega legal de
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o llamada telefónica o una audiencia
de la corte no basta para protegerlo.

Si no presenta su
Respuesta a tiempo, la corte puede
dar órdenes que afecten su matrimo-
nio o pareja de hecho, sus bienes y
la custodia de sus hijos. La corte
también le puede ordenar que pague
manutención y honorarios y costos
legales. 

Para asesoramiento legal,
pongase en contacto de inmediato
con un abogado. Puede obtener
informacion para encontrar un abo-
gado en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en el sitio web
de los Servicios Legales de

California (www.lawhelpca.org), o
poniendose en contacto con el cole-
gio de abogados de su condado.
AVISO: LAS ORDENES DE
RESTRICCION SE ENCUEN-
TRAN EN LA PAGINA 2: Las
ordenes de restriccion estan en
vigencia en cuanto a ambos
conyuges o miembros de la pareja de
hecho hasta que se despida la peti-
cion, se emite un fallo o la corte de
otras ordenes. Cualquier agencia del
orden publico que haya recibido o
visto una copia de estas ordenes
puede hacerla acatar en cualquier
lugar de California.  
EXENCION DE CUOTAS: Si no
puede pagar la cuota de presenta-
cion, pida  al secretario un formula-
rio de exencion de cuotas. La corte
puede ordenar que usted pague, ya
sea en parte o por completo, las cuo-
tas y costos de la corte previamente
exentos a peticion de usted o de la
otra parte.
The name and address of the court

are (El nombre y dirección de la
corte son): 
Imperial County Superior Court
939 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of the petitioner's attorney, or
the petitioner without an attorney,
are: (El nombre, direccion y numero
de telefono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante si no tiene
abogado, son): 
Daniel Lopez Rodriguez, In Pro Per
260 Hernandez St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Date: February 25, 2020
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: F. Felix, Deputy
FILED: February 25, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: F. Feliz, Deputy
Legal 5927  
Publish: Apr. 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-262
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Desert Fence
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc #33
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 4191 
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrant:
German Almazan
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc. #33
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business

under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, German Almazan Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  German Almazan,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 5,  2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: May 4, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-

Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6341       
Publish: May 14, 21, 28, June 4,
2020

Homeless.............................................................................from page 6
information May 13 on how the
vouchers were to be distributed,
but that information was not avail-
able by deadline.

More on the Trailer
Initiative  

The trailers provided by the
state to Imperial County are
expected to meet the needs of those
homeless who test positive,
Rodriguez said in the release.

"If a homeless individual is
diagnosed COVID-19-positive and
he/she do not require hospitaliza-
tion, the medical facilities conduct-
ing the test will notify county
Social Services through a homeless
hotline," the press release states.
"At that time, a facilitator for the

county will begin the coordinated
effort and enroll the individual into
the COVID-19 Homeless Housing
Program to provide care and
address the most immediate needs
such as the quarantined shelter as
well as medical care and food."

Individuals quarantined will
have access to coordinated support
through a centralized operation
center, according to the county.

"Our coordinated care servic-
es are strictly to help them recuper-
ate from COVID-19 and aim to
transition them to sustainable hous-
ing options upon their return to the
community," Rodriguez stated.

Dale was to provide more
information on how many of the

trailers were in use as of May 13,
but that information did not come
before deadline.

Pandemic Forces Counties
to Address Homelessness

As part of Gov. Gavin
Newsom's plan to re-opening the
state from mandated closures and
stay-in-place orders, counties must
address their homeless populations
in general.

Dale said the county has
made extensive efforts to help the
homeless to meet the governor's
standards.

"There are various efforts in
the county to house the homeless
population. The systemic issue of
homelessness is related to the limi-

tations of housing options in addi-
tion to engagement. The solution is
simple: housing options," Dale
said. 

The governor's reopening
plan requires Imperial County
house 15 percent of its total home-
less population, Dale said, adding
that means sheltering 211 individu-
als of the county's 1,413 homeless
persons. 

"Since the voucher program
started, the agencies have been able
to provide shelter to over 140
homeless individuals, which is
over half the targeted 15 percent
and it does not include those home-
less housed through other county
programs such as Housing Support

Program for CalWORKS families
experiencing homelessness." 

Dale continued, "The HSP
program has housed 150 families
in temporary and permanent hous-
ing.  Through the partnership with
Imperial County and the Imperial
Valley Continuum of Care Council,
we will continue to shelter/house
homeless through the COVID cri-
sis and recovery, projecting we will
surpass the 15 percent target num-
ber indicated by the governor's re-
opening plan."
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HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that the Holtville Unified School District (hereinafter referred to
as "Owner") will receive sealed bids prior to the date and time stated for the Bid Opening
for the award of a contract for: 

Site Work and Installation of Low Voltage Systems
for the Gymnasium

at
Holtville Middle School

800 Beale Avenue
Holtville, CA 92250

Scope Of Work:
This project will include: Site work and installation of low voltage systems.

Project Bidding Documents are available from the Holtville Unified School District
Office located @ 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA. There will be a $150.00 (one hundred
and fifty dollars) non-refundable charge to purchase each set of bid documents. No par-
tial sets will be available. Make checks payable to Holtville Unified School District.

Public works projects shall be subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the
Department of Industrial Relations.  A contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified
to submit a bid or to be listed in a bid proposal subject to the requirements of Public
Contract Code Section 4104, unless currently registered and qualified under Labor Code
Section 1725.5 to perform public work as defined by Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1,
Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code.  A contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to
enter into, or engage in the performance of, any contract of public work (as defined by
Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1, Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code unless currently registered
and qualified under Labor Code Section 1725.5 to perform public work.  

Bids must be sealed and filed at the District Office of the Owner at:

Holtville Unified School District Office
621 E. 6th Street

Holtville, CA 92250

on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, before 11:30am on the clock designated by the Owner or its
representative as the bid clock, after which they shall be opened.  No bid will be accept-
ed by the Owner after this time.  Facsimile (FAX) copies of the bid will not be accepted.  

There will be a Mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit for this project held on
Tuesday, 
June 2, 2019 at 3:30pm, at Holtville Middle School Campus, 800 Beale Ave, Holtville,
CA 92250. Please meet in the Front Parking Lot.

Bids must be accompanied by a bidder’s bond, cashier’s check, or certified check for at
least ten percent (10%) of the amount of the base bid and made payable to the Owner, as
detailed in the Contract Documents.    

Owner, or its designee, has determined that certain materials, services, products or things
designated by specific brand or trade name shall not be subject to Public Contract Code
section 3400(a) in order that a field test or experiment may be made to determine the
product’s suitability for future use; in order to match other materials, services, products
or things in use on a particular Owner public improvement either completed or in 

the course of completion; in order to obtain a necessary item that is only available from
one source; and in order to respond to an emergency declared by Owner.  These specif-
ic materials, services, products or things are identified in the contract documents.

Pursuant to the Contract Documents, the successful bidder will be required to furnish a
Payment (Labor and Material) Bond in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of
the Contract Sum, and a Faithful Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred per-
cent (100%) of the Contract Sum.  

The successful bidder will be allowed to substitute securities or establish an escrow in
lieu of retainage, pursuant to Public Contract Code Section 22300, and as described in
the Agreement Between Owner and Contractor and General Conditions. 

The Owner will not consider or accept any bids from contractors who are not licensed
to do business in the State of California, in accordance with the California Public
Contract Code, providing for the licensing of contractors.  In accordance with Section
3300 of said Code, the bidder shall have a Class "A" License and shall maintain that
license in good standing through Contract Completion and all applicable warranty peri-
ods.   

The Contractor and all Subcontractors under the Contractor shall pay all workers on all
work performed pursuant to this Contract not less than the general prevailing rate of per
diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work as deter-
mined by the Director of the Department of Industrial Relations, State of California, for
the type of work performed and the locality in which the work is to be performed with-
in the boundaries of the District, pursuant to Section 1770 et seq. of the California Labor
Code. Prevailing wage rates are also available from the District or on the Internet at:
http://www.dir.ca.gov.

This Project is subject to labor compliance monitoring and enforcement by the
Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.4 and subject
to the requirements of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations. The Contractor and
all Subcontractors under the Contractor shall furnish electronic certified payroll records
directly to the Labor Commissioner weekly and within ten (10) days of any request by
the District or the Labor Commissioner. The successful Bidder shall comply with all
requirements of Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1, Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code.

Bidder Qualifications:

A. The bidder must have a Class A License to perform the work of this contract
and has been in 

good continuous standing with the CSLB for a minimum of Five (5) years. 

B. Bidder must have a current DIR number. 

C. Bidder must have minimum Liability Insurance equal to a minimum of $2M 
per occurrence and $4M aggregate. 

D. Bidder must have a bonding capacity of $6,000,000.00 ($6M)

E. Bidder must complete the Bidder Qualification Questionnaire and submit 
with the bid. The Questionnaire is included as part of the bid documents.  

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and/or waive any irregularity in
any bid received. If the District awards the Contract, the security of the unsuccessful
bidder(s) shall be returned within sixty (60) days from the time the award is made.
Unless otherwise required by law, no bidder may withdraw its bid for ninety (90) days
after the date of the bid opening.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Covid.................................................................from page one
Public Health Department's epi-
demiology staff, to trace the path
of coronavirus from those infect-
ed, outward to those in their
respective families and who they
work and live among.

"As a nurse, we're used to
treating one patient at a time.
Now, we're treating the whole
community," said Garcia, a 19-
year veteran of the county Public
Health Department, who normal-
ly works in the occupational clin-
ic doing physical exams and
tuberculosis tests, among other
duties.

"Our work is making a dif-
ference and helping the commu-
nity keep safe in stopping the
spread of the disease," Garcia, a
community health nurse II, said
May 12.

"We're here to slow the pro-
gression (of COVID), and allow
a strategic approach" to investi-
gating coronavirus in the com-
munity, said Ingle, who has been
a public health nurse II assigned
to work with children on psy-
chotropic medication under the
Department of Social Services
for one year.

"Without herd immunity, it's
important to re-open society in a
safe manner," Ingle said, adding
what she is doing in her current
assignment ensures that.

It's a process known as
"contact tracing," and Garcia and
Ingle are "contact-trace investi-
gators," albeit temporary, enlisted
to meet certain public health met-
rics suggested by the state to ease
out from under mandated busi-
ness closures and stay-at-home
orders but also to form the back-
bone of an understanding of the
entire county as a COVID

patient.
Gov. Gavin Newsom is

requiring 15 contact tracers per
100,000 residents, and Imperial
County would need 27 contract
tracers to move further into his
"Roadmap to Recovery" plan,
public health officials have said.

While Public Health Officer,
Dr. Stephen Munday, said May
11 that Imperial County can be at
that number in almost an instant,
the county is still far away from
other metrics needed to move fur-
ther along the roadmap.

As of May 12, Imperial
County has recorded 13 COVID-
related deaths, 603 total positive
cases, 298 of which are active
and 38 considered new cases.
The new case number is one in
which the county is far from
reaching the state's bar of no
more than 14 new cases a day per
population for two weeks straight
to begin to open up more types of
businesses and ease some restric-
tions.

Meanwhile, during a May
11 press conference, Munday
explained more about the con-
tact-tracing process.

"So essentially what contact
tracing is, is kind of what it
sounds like. … It's when we have
a (positive COVID) case, then we
want to know what other people
are in contact with that person. …
So what we do is somebody who
has training in this area sits down
with this person … it could be
over the phone or whatever, but
has a conversation with them
with regard to where they've been
and whom they've been around in
the period of time before they got
sick," he said.

"What we normally do is we

try to go back two days before
their symptom onset, if we can,
because that's when we believe
they start becoming contagious.
So, in the case of a death, then we
try to get information from the
people, say in the family, or other
people who know the case who
could give us that information,"
Munday said. 

"Then what happens is our
people who are trained in contact
tracing go on to contact the other
people that are identified and
determine what, if any, exposure
they really had. How close it was,
and then of course, whether or
not they've become ill," he added.

Garcia and Ingle said there
is also a degree of educating
involved, meaning they share
with family members of the
afflicted how to further prevent
the spread of the virus. Part of the
job, on a rotational basis, is also
delivering isolation and quaran-
tine orders to households in per-
son.

Another job in contact trac-
ing is preparing a family or indi-
vidual for being released from
isolation/quarantine. Ingle was
working her first day on that
assignment May 12.

"I'm following up on posi-
tive cases, finding out how they
feel, see how they can be released
safely," she said.

It's not an easy job. It's more
than working the phones and ask-
ing prescribed questions.
Munday has said previously the
candidates are highly skilled and
highly intelligent in their respec-
tive fields and undergo special-
ized training from the four-per-
son epidemiology staff.

Garcia and Ingle said the

position can be emotionally tax-
ing, too.

"I delivered quarantine
orders where the person had
passed away. It was a sad situa-
tion," Garcia said. "This is some-
one's mother, grandmother, sister,
daughter. It hit me, like, this per-
son actually passed away from
coronavirus."

"When we give out isolation
and quarantine orders, I get emo-
tional. Every house or person I go
to in the community … I get to
know their story, and sometimes
their family members are hospi-
talized," Ingle said. 

"My heart breaks in those
situations. You just want to be in

your house with your family. It's
heart breaking," Ingle added.

Munday said that although
county Public Health can ramp
up to the required number of trac-
ers, more help is needed locally.

"The state is gearing up a
program. I was on the phone with
the state Health Officer several
times (May 10) and she con-
firmed that the plan is for this
program to be up and running by
the end of this week," he said.
"We are certainly on the top of
the list to get additional help. …
Besides what we've done inter-
nally, we will have additional
external help as well. And we
welcome that very much."

In addition to tracking the potential spread of COVID-19 from
person to person, contact-tracing investigators at county Public
Health Department also hand-deliver isolation orders to homes in
Imperial County where COVID patients and their family mem-
bers have been ordered under quarantine. COURTESY PHOTO
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