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Federal Medical
Station Comes to

IVC as
Hospitals,

Region Struggles
with COVID

Numbers

Father Moreno Feeds his
Flock in Drive-By Blessings

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

The ever-changing onslaught
of news concerning the novel
coronavirus can seem daunting to
anyone, but for some it creates an
air of mistrust of the media, poli-
tics, and science.

That's precisely what San
Diego State University-Imperial
Valley campus professor Linda
Abarbanell is interested in, as she
looks at society's "new normal"
through the polarizing lens of
misinformation in the media
related to COVID-19. 

Abarbanell, who has a Ph.D.
in cross-cultural cognitive psy-
chology, is planning a study for
the fall at the Calexico campus
that delves into people's percep-
tions, or rather, their mispercep-
tions.

"I'm interested in how people
form healthcare misconceptions.
With my students, we have been
looking into misconceptions
about cancer and other illnesses
on the border. We are turning this
pandemic into an opportunity to
see how people form misbeliefs
about illnesses," she said.

"I have been having my stu-
dents forward me examples of
things they come across on social
media that present possible mis-
conceptions about COVID,"
Abarbanell explained on how she
is preparing for her study. She
said she is having students gather
articles and memes on the sub-
ject.

Abarbanell said she thinks
the pandemic has created a rift in 

Continued on page 3

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

As public health officials con-
tinue to press forward with meet-
ing state criteria to continue
opening up businesses and modi-
fy health orders in Imperial
County, the high rates of hospital-
ization and the infectiousness
related to COVID-19 have put
any real movement on the
resumption of normal life on
hold.

Over a three-day period, start-
ing May 18 through May 20, an
explosion in COVID-positive
patients requiring hospitalization
has caused rates to skyrocket,
Imperial County's two hospital
emergency departments to tem-
porarily divert COVID patients to
other facilities, and necessitate
the establishment of a "federal
medical station" inside the
Imperial Valley College gym as
soon as May 22 to handle the
overflow of COVID patients.

Some of the issues with hos-
pitalization rates are homegrown,
but public health officials
acknowledged May 19 that a
great deal of the rapid rise in hos-
pitalizations were due to novel
coronavirus conditions in
Mexicali, where local health offi-
cials say the health system in
Baja California's capital is
becoming overwhelmed. Many
U.S. citizens who live in Mexico
have traveled north to seek treat-
ment in local hospitals, causing
the rapid rise in hospitalizations.

Meanwhile, ever-evolving
changes to health metrics at the
state level is allowing Imperial
County Public Health
Department officials to inch clos-
er to being able to speed up its
efforts to open businesses consid-
ered higher risk in what is consid-
ered Stage 2 of the state and
county's four-stage Roadmap to
Recovery.
The Latest Developments: IVC

as a 'Field Hospital'?
The U.S. Army Core of

Engineers has identified and des-
ignated the IVC gymnasium,
known as the DePaoli Sports
Complex, for use as a "federal
medical station" with the ability
to accommodate 80 COVID-
patients to be medically treated
and quarantined, Imperial County
Emergency Medical Services 

Continued on page 8

WEARING A MASK
and his Holy vestments, the
Rev. Father Jose Moreno of
St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Holtville blesses parish-

ioners in their cars during a
"drive-through" delivering

of the Sacrament on May 10
at the corner of Maple

Avenue and Fifth Street,
outside the church. During
the pandemic, while church

services are suspended,
Moreno will continue to

offer "drive-by blessings"
each Sunday. 

COURTESY PHOTO

BY ANDY VELEZ

While many clergy members
in the Valley have taken to online
services to feed their parish-
ioners' souls in this time of pan-
demic, the Rev. Jose Moreno,
priest of St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Holtville, prefers the
more human touch.

Wearing a surgical mask that
is a telling symbol of the times,
Father Moreno can be found each
Sunday morning donning his full
Sunday vestments, carrying the
solar monstrance, the Roman
Catholic Church's enduring sym-
bol of Jesus Christ, and standing

on the street corner outside his
church bestowing blessings on
the faithful who drive up in their
cars. 

"I am outside for 45 minutes
each Sunday giving blessings to
those who seek it. I start at 10:30
and run to 11:15, and so far, I've
been doing this for four Sundays
now," Moreno said in a phone
interview May 18. "As a priest, I
must have this contact with my
community. Although they know,
I must remind them that God is
with them."

Moreno performs such bless-
ings in an effort to bring joy to
his community, all while abiding
by the Center of Disease Control

and Prevention guidelines of
wearing proper protective equip-
ment, maintaining a safe dis-
tance, and ensuring he repeatedly
washes his hands and sanitizes. 

"Although the vehicle win-
dows don't all come down, I see
the excitement and love they
(parishioners) receive from this
blessing. It is important to feed
the faith of the Holy Sacrament to
our people. This gives them hope
and strength to overcome such
times as we will unanimously
make it past the COVID-19 pan-
demic," Moreno said. 

The church may not be open
for Mass just yet, but the drive-
through blessings provide com-
fort to many of those who have 

Continued on page 2

St. Joseph Catholic Church priest has been blessing his church members in their
cars for about one month, following COVID-19 suspending Sunday services.

COVID
Pandemic

Leads SDSU-IV
Prof to Study

Media
Misinformation

Educators Talk Stark Realities
of Distance Learning

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Corralling kids and pressing
parents for cooperation, all from
afar, is the new reality for teach-
ers like Brenda Castillo, who
instructs fourth grade for
Holtville's Finley Elementary
School.

When schools across the state
ended physical classes in late
March due to the COVID pan-
demic, so did the sense of nor-
malcy and accountability that
comes from daily face-to-face
interaction, Castillo said.

"When we first shut down,
students weren't doing the
(schoolwork) packets we sent

home. It was like a five-week
vacation for them. I chose to do
Google Classroom so I could
monitor my students," Castillo
said, explaining Holtville school
administrators gave her the
option to teach using take-home
packets, live online classes or
Google. 

"I am not able to teach live
classes because kids wake up at
random times. I have a Google
Classroom, where students can
log in and do the assignments at
the same time. I decided not to
have live classes for different
reasons. Everyone is on a differ-
ent schedule," she said.

In general, distance learning
has been a mixed bag for teach-

ers, clearly showing more initial
pitfalls than promise, as the list
of challenges are many, said
Richard Rundhaug, superinten-
dent of the Brawley Elementary
School District.

"For (younger, elementary-
age) students I believe the most
difficult transition is not having
the daily personal contact with
their teachers. The element of
human support is definitely
diminished, and a lot of research
has been done which upholds the
value of human support and how
much human interaction supports
learning. Students are having to 

Continued on page 6

SAN DIEGO STATE   University-
Imperial Valley campus pro-
fessor Linda Abarbanell is
studying society’s “new nor-
mal” through the polarizing
lens of misinformation in the
media related to COVID-19.
COURTESY PHOTO 



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 
AND JAYSON BARNISKE

Due to the ongoing threat
posed by COVID-19, Imperial
Valley College will start the
2020-2021 school year focusing
on distance learning and online
services to students, a college
spokesperson confirmed.

"Imperial Valley College will
remain mostly online for fall
2020," college public informa-
tion officer Elizabeth Espinoza
told the Calexico Chronicle in a
May 12 email.

"We will continue to provide
distance education and services
remotely to students while most-
ly online for fall 2020," Espinoza
reiterated.

She said IVC administrators
have been closely monitoring
"scientific data" and COVID-19
guidelines in making their deci-
sion.

"The health and safety of our

students and employees is our
upmost priority.  In reviewing
scientific data, trends and public
health guidance it was deter-
mined that is best to continue
offer most of courses and servic-
es virtually. I express gratitude to
the IVC employees and students
because during this difficult time,
the spirit of collaboration and
compassion has been evident,"
IVC Superintendent and
President Martha Garcia stated in
a May 13 email to the Calexico
Chronicle.

"IVC's campus community
has demonstrated remarkable
courage, patience and strength
while ensuring students make
academic progress and receive
supportive services. Imperial
Valley College is committed to
student success and to contribute
to the recovery of our local econ-
omy through education," Garcia
continued.

There are programs/courses
such as: the Peace Officer
Standards and Training (POST)
Academy, Nursing, Industrial
Technology and some science
labs that may not be able to con-
vert online, Garcia stated in the
email. The goal of IVC is to offer
these courses/programs face-to-
face and adhere to social-distanc-
ing measures, she added.

A "four-phased plan is cur-
rently under development and
will be shared with campus con-
stituencies under our shared gov-
ernance process in late May and
will then be presented to the IVC
Board of Trustees on June 17,
2020," Espinoza stated in her
email.

Meanwhile, San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley cam-
pus officials informed the

Chronicle that Calexico campus
Dean Gregorio Ponce would not
be speaking with the newspaper
on reports that SDSU would also
remain closed and mostly online
to start the 2020-2021 school
year.

SDSU main campus public
information officials did not
immediately return inquiries into
the status of the Calexico cam-
pus.

Still, in a May 12 story posted
to the SDSU News Center, uni-
versity President Adela de la
Torre announced the university
would offer the majority of fall
2020 courses "via virtual means,
following updated guidance and
direction from the California
State University system and
respecting existing and projected
public health orders," according
to a press release.

"After thorough and careful
assessment and feedback from
faculty and staff who have shared
their expertise, and following this
directive from the CSU, our cam-
pus community will launch
SDSU Flex," de la Torre stated in

the release.
The SDSU Flex model will

reportedly offer maximum oppor-
tunities for students to remain
fully engaged with faculty, staff,
peers and SDSU alumni, de la
Torre stated. "It also provides
flexibility to our faculty, reducing

the number of courses that may
be needed to transition to fully
virtual in the event of a second
wave of the virus," the president 

Continued on page 3
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Week of May 18th
Mental Health Awareness Event at IVC

Imperial Valley College will host an annual celebration of Mental
Health Awareness with a series of informative workshops, recovery-

based activities, and community-specific information during this
event at Imperial Valley College. Join the Let’s Talk About It hosts as

we speak to presenters, students, faculty and other community
members about the local value of collective community behavioral

health support.

Imperial Valley College: 
May is Mental Health Month Event
Students, Faculty, Administration, 

And Program Presenters

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 18 de mayo 2020
Evento de Crear Conciencia Sobre la Salud Mental

El Colegio del Valle Imperial será el anfitrión de una celebración anual
de creación de conciencia de Salud Mental con una serie de talleres infor-
mativos, actividades basados en la recuperación e información especifica

de la comunidad durante un evento de un día en el Colegio del Valle
Imperial. Únase a los anfitriones de ¡Exprésate! mientras hablamos con

los presentadores,  estudiantes, profesores, invitados y otros miembros de
la comunidad sobre el valor local del apoyo de salud mental comunitaria 

colectiva.

Colegio del Valle Imperial:
Evento de Mayo es el mes de la Salud Mental

Estudiantes, Facultad, Administración, y Presentadores de Programas

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 21: Jennifer Holdridge, Pat Kramer, Ron Gallaher, Jag 
Gill
MAY 22: Bryce Smith, Molly Massoud, Brecken Angulo
MAY 23: Doug Byram, Connor Anthony Lydon, Desi Von Flue,
Carly Schaffner
MAY 24: Barbara Marchman, Donald Byram†, Jim Kenny, 
Larry Hulsey, Andrew Thomas Angulo, Brian Hanns Burgun, 
Liam Banister
MAY 25: Jean Neale, Kelley Peeks, Jerilyn Cortez, Carol Fast
MAY 26:  Peggy Goodsell, Tanya Turner Hawk, Colt Dommic 
Britschgi
MAY 27: Talia Rothfleisch, Lance Brown, Steve DePaoli, 
Arayona Ludwig, Sam Underwood

Anniversaries

MAY 21: Mr & Mrs. Sammy Nelson
MAY 23: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Omlin
MAY 24: Mr. & Mrs. Troy & Melanie Cherry
MAY 25: Mr. & Mrs. Paul Iten

If you can’t find our paper,
you can always 

subscribe!

Call us for more 
information

(760) 339-4899.

St. Joseph.............................from page one
been missing it. 

"The lives of many older indi-
viduals revolve greatly around the
church environment and without it
their lives are much more distant.
For my parents, who attended
Mass two and sometimes three
times a week, it has really put them
in a slump," said Holtville resident
and St. Joseph member Ericela
Bolin.

Although Bolin acknowledged
Catholic Mass can be celebrated
online from a number of Imperial
Valley churches, she said there's
something different about the
human connection that comes with
what Father Moreno is doing.

"You know, if someone calls
(while watching online Mass), we
put it on pause, start or rewind. It is
just not the same. You are not com-
pletely focused because you are not
in the house of God," she said. "I
like the drive-through blessings
because it gives us our weekly or
even monthly offering to the
church. It also provides us with
that hope and connection that we
need during this pandemic. Like
many other non-essentials, the
church, too, has taken a hit and it is

our responsibility as parishioners
to give back."

Father Moreno said he plans to
continue this newfound tradition in
hopes of bridging the gap and help
to maintain or even grow one's

faith during this COVID-19 pan-
demic. He'll be the man in the
mask, standing at the corner of
Sixth Street and Maple Avenue.

St. Joseph Catholic Church is
at 560 Maple Ave. in Holtville. 

IVC Joins SDSU-IV in Not Re-opening In Fall

SAN DIEGO STATE University-Imperial Valley campus in
Calexico is shown. SDSU will also remain closed to start the fall
2020 school year, with classes mostly taking place online. | 
COURTESY PHOTO

Imperial Valley College
Superintendent and President

Martha Garcia 

Wearing a mask and his Holy vestments, the Rev. Father Jose
Moreno of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Holtville blesses parish-
ioners in their cars during a "drive-through" delivering of the
Sacrament on May 10 at the corner of Maple Avenue and Fifth
Street, outside the church. During the pandemic, while church
services are suspended, Moreno will continue to offer "drive-by
blessings" each Sunday. COURTESY PHOTO



STAFF REPORT
San Diego State University-

Imperial Valley campus Class of
2020 stands out for many reasons -
including the fact that it is the
largest graduating class in the
Calexico campus' 60-year history,
according to a press release. 

This class includes graduates of
the campus' first cohort of the
Master of Science in Nursing
Leadership in Healthcare program.
And, the class has endured, and
even thrived, amid extraordinary
changes as it moved to online
coursework in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

While an in-person commence-
ment has been postponed until
December, the entire SDSU com-
munity participated in a "virtual
celebration" for the Class of 2020
on May 16.

The SDSU-IV graduating class
is 382 students, up from 329 last
year. The Class of 2020 graduation
caps a year of tremendous growth
at the local campus that included
the highest-ever enrollment in both
the fall and spring semesters and
the first full-time freshman class in
nearly a decade.

In a message to the graduates,
SDSU-IV Dean Gregorio A.
Ponce, wrote, "Over the past few
years, you joined and helped form
a unique community of learners
and researchers at SDSU-Imperial
Valley intent on expanding minds
and opening doors for everyone.
Your example will inspire future
generations of students and your
presence here inspires us in our
journey to be of service to our stu-
dents and our community."

Three students in the SDSU-IV
graduating class are being recog-
nized for their special achieve-
ments. Carlos Montaño received
the campus' Academic Excellence
award. Julie Crothers, who is
receiving a Master of Science in
Nursing Leadership in Healthcare
Program, was named SDSU's top
nursing-program graduate. Elvira
Reyes-Hernandez was named
SDSU-IV's Outstanding Graduate
for her academic work and service
to the campus and community.   

Montaño, who received his
degree in Liberal Studies with an
Emphasis in Mathematics, aspires

to teach math at middle school or
high school. He is planning to
study for his teaching credential
and master's degree.  

He said professors Bret
Kofford and Stacy Bodus further
inspired and motivated him to
become a teacher. Another high-
light of his college career, Montaño
said, was the chance to study
abroad in Ireland. "It impacted me
greatly because it allowed me to
experience a new culture." 

Crothers, an RN with Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District for
10 years, said she got her bache-
lor's degree in nursing "because I
knew early on that I wanted to help
and take care of people."

However, she said, "Until I
started the master's program at
SDSU-Imperial Valley, I didn't
realize how broad the scope of
nursing can be, how large a role a
nurse can play in a community, in
creating change for the better."

At PMH, she was recently pro-
moted to supervise nursing care for
all adult services, including med-
ical-surgical, ICU and OB/GYN.

As part of the master's degree
program, each student is required
to lead a change project.  Crothers
identified concerns surrounding
end-of-life cases at the hospital.
She led a team that developed and
implemented a program that pro-
vides information and a sense of
closure for surviving family mem-
bers and the nursing staff.

Of the master's program,
Crothers said, "It really broadens
your perspective and makes you
more confident in what you can
do."

She selected as her most influ-
ential faculty member and role
model, Helina Hoyt, SDSU-IV
nursing program coordinator.,

"She (Hoyt) is such a positive,
bright personality," Crothers said,
"And, she is at the table for so
many positive changes in the com-
munity."

Hoyt said, "Julie is humble, yet
confident, which is a truly amazing
attribute for transformational lead-
ership. Her love for nursing, her
patients, and community is evident
in all she does."

She added, "Julie is deserving
of this award and is a testament to

the amazing students we have at
SDSU-Imperial Valley."

Reyes-Hernandez transferred
to SDSU-IV from Imperial Valley
College as a psychology major
eager to get on with the education
she delayed when she got married
and started her family. She imme-
diately immersed herself in oppor-
tunities she had not known existed.

"It was like, wow, this place is
a jewel," Reyes-Hernandez said.
"People have no idea what is avail-
able here."

She was captivated by cultural
psychology, relished the chance to
help conduct research, became a
campus leader as president of the
campus Psychology Club in 2019
and served a term as Associated
Students Senator. She named Linda
Abarbanell as her most influential
faculty member.

Abarbanell said, "Elvira was
not only an excellent student aca-
demically, she enhanced the class-
room environment and the learning
of the other students."

Reyes-Hernandez co-presented
five poster presentations at both
student and professional confer-
ences. Her poster presentations
won two Dean's Awards and a
SDSU-campus wide Research
Award for Diversity, Inclusion and
Social Justice.

Continued on page 6
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Misinformation..........from page one
in the public eye between science

and politics.
"Science is always political. In

the philosophy of the scientific
method, the concept of science is
objective and there is always some
sense of subjectivity in the cases
we look at. In this instance, at a
widespread level, there has been
mistrust about science itself," she
said.

"In the research about COVID,
we won't know about everything
yet. There are a lot of revisions and
the public is seeing these revisions
and developing mistrust when
looking at two different articles
that contradict each other. They
lose trust in science," she added.

"In general in our society, there
is a sense of mistrust and a lack of
confidence in institutions and that
has been severely undermined for a
variety of reasons, and because of
that there is a belief that knowledge
from science is the same as knowl-
edge from anywhere else,"
Abarbanell continued.

The professor highlighted an
unavoidable reality about under-
standing COVID-19:

"Reasons people are liable to
have misconceptions is that viruses
themselves are non-visible; we
can't see it with the human eye
without special instruments (and
that) makes people more suscepti-
ble to mixed emotions because
they don't understand what it is.
Like with the 5G conspiracy, elec-
tricity can't cause a virus."

Abarbanell is referring to the
conspiracy that began in early
March that purports the rollout of
faster 5G internet is either causing
or accelerating the spread of the
coronavirus. 

Conspiracy theories become
prevalent with the onset of disease
or epidemic because people tend to
engage in "correlation thinking,
where our brains are looking for a
regularity in our society,"
Abarbanell explained.  

"Many believe in conspiracy
theories about 5G network, or Bill
Gates and a group of elites control-
ling the world and insert a vaccine
to control people. It seems to be a
common trope that there is some
group that is controlling the world
and that might take different shapes
or forms in different countries," she
said.

"Different beliefs are more
prevalent in some cultures than
others. It is an open question to see
the exchange across the border and
how the bicultural environment at
the border will see exchanges of
information," she said.

The relatively recent invention
of "fake news" has helped to dwin-
dle trust in the media as well,
Abarbanell said.

"What happens in our society
(is) people feel that everything is
fake, and anybody's opinion is
valid, and people have lost their
trust completely in the media and
science and politics," she said.
"The sense of how knowledge in
science is established through the
process of the scientific method"
has been eroded.

El Centro resident Robert
Estala identifies himself as a
Constitutional Libertarian, believ-
ing in the right to complete free-

dom from the state. Estala is
inclined to entertain conspiracy
theories, and in many ways is just
the type of person to whom
Abarbanell is referring. 

"For me, (the plot around
COVID-19) it's more of a political
attack out of desperation to remove
Trump from office. Blaming the
economic attacks, blaming every-
thing he does, is delivered by the
media," Estala said. 

"Mainstream media is a joke.
It's all agenda-driven. It's ratings,
it's money. You get a lot of misin-
formation and people take it is
fact," he said.

"The media as a whole is con-
sumed with COVID-19, trying to
maintain that fear factor. I'm not
personally too concerned with
COVID-19. One of the things the
media is not emphasizing on is,
who is infected by this. How many
of the fatalities are people who had
pre-existing conditions?" Estala
said.

Meanwhile, Abarbanell
explained how people can proac-
tively search for accurate news.

"You need to be skeptical of
things in science, the media and
society. But there is a scientific
method. The media goes through
an extensive process of checking
sources and vetting information
before going to press. There is a
method of gathering data, doing
experiments, and vetting the infor-
mation through peer review. It is
the best process we have for gain-
ing the best sense of an objective
reality and the way it happens," she
said.

Abarbanell also spoke of the
innate problem of gathering infor-
mation on social media.

"You can lie with statistics by
presenting accurate data the way
you choose to explain it because it
will promote different reactions in
people. People tend to ignore data
or confirmation bias. We have a
tendency to only read what fits into
our world view. We are friends
with people that believe what we
do and block people that disagree
with us, so people only see infor-
mation that supports their prior
beliefs," she added.

The professor's study will be in
two parts. First, it will look at the
type of language and presentation
that is used in the media. The sec-
ond part will be more experimental
and look at factors that make peo-
ple more likely to believe misinfor-
mation, both important facets and
key to why Abarbanell wanted to
do the study in the first place.

"Initially, I was interested in
misconceptions about the virus
itself. Looking what the miscon-
ceptions are and how they are
spread through different linguistic
divisions and what makes those
misconceptions effective, like
faulty metaphors intentionally or
unintentionally can create miscon-
ception, using sensationalist lan-
guage. Types of urban legends and
things that get more readily trans-
mitted are things that are highly
emotional (such as) fear, disgust or
useful information to guide peo-
ple's information," Abarbanell
explained.

SDSU and IVC...........................from page two
explained. "Our model will

also provide extensive time for fac-
ulty to prepare and modify their
courses for the fall, in ways that
differ drastically from the emer-
gency move this spring."

The notice followed CSU
Chancellor Timothy P. White's
announcement during the Board of

Trustees meeting that all 23 cam-
puses in the system will move for-
ward with plans for virtual instruc-
tion, with some exceptions, for fall
2020, the release states. 

"It would be irresponsible to
wait until summer to plan for virtu-
al learning across the curriculum,"
White said during the board meet-

ing. "It is wise to plan now and
over the next several months for
enriched training and virtual learn-
ing environments and to be able to
pull back again in the fall as in-per-
son circumstances might be further
allowed. It would be irresponsible
to approach it the other way
around."

SDSU-IV Graduates Largest Class Ever

CARLOS
MONTANO

ELVIRA REYES-
HERNANDEZ

JULIE
CROTHERS
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4-H Ambassadors Make Hundreds of Masks, Kits During Quarantine

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

When the Imperial County
4-H Young Ambassadors were
forced to cancel their annual
leadership project due to the
county's stay-at-home order,
group members still found a way
to make a difference in the com-
munity, demonstrating how tough
times can make great leaders.

The group of 18 ambassa-
dors (ages 11 to 14) representing
4-H clubs from all over Imperial
County had to quickly shift their
efforts from a project that had
been months in the planning, into
something they could do during
and related to the pandemic.

The 4-H members decided
to make face-mask kits for the
community that could be assem-
bled at home with nothing more
than a needle and thread.

"Normally, people don't
have sewing machines, but that
one is so simple you can do it
with a needle and thread.
Originally, we were going to

make 500 kits, but we got so
much fabric we made 1,000 kits,
and instead of one we ended up
putting two face masks, so that
one could be washed and used.
We also made 1,350 pre-made
facemasks," said Linda Sanchez,
a past 4-H Club adviser, who is
working with the Imperial
County 4-H Young Ambassadors.

Sanchez worked with Yu
Meng, Imperial County
Cooperative Extension 4-H,
youth, family and community
adviser, to create the Imperial
County 4-H Young Ambassador
project.

Initially, the group named
this year's annual leadership proj-
ect "Americanism" and focused
on proper American flag dispos-
al. Youth members would help
lead the community in following
the proper guidelines and cere-
monial steps to dispose of tat-
tered and torn U.S. flags. 

Planning for the project
began last fall. The pandemic
immediately changed the direc-
tion of the original plan for the

project, Sanchez explained.
"I talked to my kids about

doing a 4-H project. We had all
the flags lined up and when
COVID hit, there went all our
plans. We talked about what we
could do as an alternative with
the kids and they decided to do
this," she said.

In a chance meeting with the
Imperial Valley Community
Foundation Chief Executive
Officer Bobby Brock at the
Carrot Festival Parade in
Holtville, Sanchez found a source
of funding.

Brock encouraged Sanchez
to apply for the Ocotillo Wind
Fund Benefit Program, a compet-
itive grant program set up years
ago, when the wind-farm project
went up and the company decid-
ed to set up some ongoing
endowments to help the commu-
nity. 

"In light of the current pan-
demic, we understand the needs
and priorities change. The fact
that 4-H was able to respond to
the pandemic to meet these needs
and develop leadership among
their youth makes us glad that we
are able to assist them," Brock
said of awarding 4-H the grant,
even thought it's original intent
had shifted.

An unavoidable hurdle the
group faced because of the quar-
antine was having to organize the
entire production of mask kits
through Zoom meetings and for
members to make the kits indi-
vidually.

Donations by community
members of supplies to make the
kits were dropped off at
Brickhaus Coffee in Imperial and
Sanchez's house before being dis-
tributed to individual 4-H groups
for the production process. 

"We gave every first-
responder agency in every city in
the Valley face masks. We
hooked up with I.V. Transit, and
now if you get on one of their
buses and don't have a face mask,
they give you one (of ours),"
Sanchez said. 

Fourteen-year-old Shelby
Rolfe is member of Verde 4-H

Club and spent the past few
weeks cutting fabric to form into
face coverings. She also prepared
a video to teach others how to
prepare the face coverings. 

"I think it's really important
to help," Shelby said. "This is
something our community needs
right now."

A leader of the group,
Shelby came up with the idea to
make an instructional video for
those who received their masks.

"I watched a lot of demon-
stration videos and I thought I
could so something like that. My
mom helped me to film it," she
said. "I got a lot of leadership
experience. It was hard to organ-
ize a lot of things, but I got a lot
of out of it, and I'm grateful for
the experience."

Brothers Thacker and Oliver
Popejoy of El Centro are mem-
bers of the Mt. Signal 4-H Club.
They said the youths were divid-
ed into groups of "phone
tree/callers," "fabric cutters," and
"those in charge of collating and
distribution."

The Popejoy brothers
helped by making phone calls
seeking fabric donations and
community support. The duo put
together a video on Facebook to

help further their outreach
efforts.

"Everything about COVID-
19 has been a bit scary and lone-
ly. It's created a lot of real-life
problems for people. The news
can be very depressing. But our
Imperial County Young
Ambassador Project group fig-
ured out a way to band together,
stay in contact even with physical
distancing and used our com-
bined skillset and youthful ener-
gy to solve at least one problem
for as many people as we could,"
14-year-old Thacker said. 

"I agree with my brother,
Thacker. It feels good to help our
community in the best way possi-
ble to protect their health with the
gift of respiratory protection,"
Oliver, 12, said.

Imperial County
Cooperative Extension 4-H
Director and Adviser Anita
Martinez said a lot of work went
into the project.

"This was happening simul-
taneously as our virtual presenta-
tion day, April 25, based on
working on public speaking kids
have to learn a script create
poster boards. It takes weeks of 

Continued on page 6

SUSANNA NORIS, Imperial County 4-H Young Ambassador
Project member, is pictured collating cotton and flannel fabric,
pre-cut elastic, pattern and instructions on how to properly wear
face coverings for the Fabric and Patter in One Face Covering kit
that was a donation to Imperial County Public Health
Department for distribution throughout the Imperial Valley.
COURTESY PHOTO

YOUNG AMBASSADOR PROJECT member Kate Grizzle
delivered face coverings to first responders from the Holtville
Fire Department recently. COURTESY PHOTO  
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Dozens Turn Out For Drive-By Tribute To Farmworkers
A CAR FULL of
parade-goers hold
onto signs from inside
their vehicles while
driving in the proces-
sion meant to cele-
brate farmworkers on
May 15 in Calexico.
The event, organized
by the Imperial Valley
Car Parade
Committee, honored
field laborers who
continue to work
despite the COVID-19
pandemic. 
CORISSA IBARRA
PHOTO

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Honking horns and clutching
signs outside car windows pro-
claiming, "Si Se Puede (Yes, you
can)" and "Gracias por su lo fuer-
zo (Thank you for your strength),"
dozens of people took to the
streets of Calexico the morning of
May 15 to celebrate farmworkers.

Up before the sun, like the
farmworkers themselves, the cele-
brants were behind the wheels of
their vehicles, practicing social
distancing amid this COVID-19
pandemic, to honor the men and
women who despite local manda-
tory stay-at-home orders and, in

many cases, international travel
restrictions, are still out in the
fields harvesting the vegetables
and crops that help feed the coun-
try.

The event started around 3:15
a.m. and saw masses of vehicles
and volunteers meet near the
Calexico Police Department on
Fifth Street and Mary Avenue
before driving in a chain through
the downtown areas of the city.

Organized by the Imperial
Valley Car Parade Committee and
done almost all entirely from vehi-
cles, the parade culminated in
goodie bags being handed out to
the farmworkers present in the
city. 

Obituary

Procoro Velasquez
Hernandez

April 9, 1927 -May 15, 2020

Procoro Velasquez Hernandez passed away in his sleep on
Friday, May 15 at Eisenhower Hospital in Palm Desert,
California after four months in the hospital. He was born in
Acapa Hidalgo, Mexico to Lasara Hernandez and Juan
Velazquez. 

He arrived in Holtville in spring of 1956 to work for D. A. Brady. He worked for D. A.
Brady until Brady's retirement in 1987 and then he worked for Charly Desert past his
retirement until 1998. 

Procoro was well known in the farming community in Holtville. He is survived by his
wife Teresa Velasquez of Holtville;  Sons Arturo Velasquez of Holtville, Gerardo
Velasquez (Patricia) of Holtville and Miguel (Alejandra) of Oceanside, California;
Daughters Eduvijes Mendoza (Daniel) of La Quinta, California and Irene Velasquez of
Holtville. Also survived by nine grandchildren and one great grandson. 

Services will be held at Frye Chapel in Brawley on Thursday, June 4 from 6 to 9 pm.
Burial will be held on Friday, June 5 at Terrace Park in Holtville at 12 pm.

He will be greatly missed by family and friends. 

4-H......................from page four

preparation. Them doing their
practicing on top of the time to do
their schoolwork and make these
facemasks is impressive," she
said. 

"When you have parents'
support there to this extent, you
know you have a good program.
Seeing the value and ability to
develop in so many ways is
inspiring. We are very proud of
the kids," Martinez said. 

Martinez a 4H member since
childhood said, 

"This countywide project is
an amazing opportunity for our
youth to become prepared for not

only future leadership roles in
their own 4-H Clubs, but leader-
ships roles in life. The opportuni-
ties for growth and development
are endless and Imperial County
4-H leadership is very proud of
their accomplishment thus far. We
know we will see these members
as Senior County Ambassadors
one day," Martinez added. 

Local 4-H administrators
have high hopes that the Imperial
County 4-H Young Ambassador
project will be used as a model for
4-H clubs across the state.

IMPERIAL COUNTY 4-H Young Ambassador Project member
Brooke Peterson is shown with 500 pieces of 10-inch by 6-inch fab-
ric she cut for the 4-H Face Covering Fabric and Pattern in One
kits. COURTESY PHOTO 



adjust to that support in new for-
mats," Rundhaug said.

But the pandemic might
have just introduced modern edu-
cation to its new reality moving
forward, the superintendent said. 

"Distance learning may
become a permanent part of our
future. We are trying to plan for
that. On one hand, we are plan-
ning for our traditional school
year, which may or may not exist
as we know it. At the same time,
we are planning for how we will
execute an online presence," he
added. 

Concerns for Holtville;
Ground-Level Teachers

Elsewhere 
For Castillo, dealing with

the disappearing act from stu-
dents and parents at the onset of
stay-at-home orders was a test.

"April 20th was a trial week.
Only half of the students showed
up. We harassed parents to the
neck. The principal and teachers'
aides went and did home visits
distributing technology to stu-
dents who did not have it. I have
a teacher's aide and she is doing
that for me," Castillo said. 

Scheduling and procrastina-
tion have become major issues
for all teachers. Finley requires
that teachers meet with each stu-
dent at least once a week in a
video chat. This was the first
week Castillo has met with all
her students in one-on-one meet-
ings.

"Students weren't getting
their work done so I started hold-
ing three meetings a week with
students in groups of five to six
to do assignments and go over
each student's project. One of the
three days we do an art project
together. I also have individual
meetings with each studently
weekly to express students' con-
cerns," she said. 

The work can be daunting,
Castillo said, reporting that one
morning she spent two hours tex-
ting 22 individual messages to
parents about what assignments
their child was missing.

Parents' responsibilities
have also increased during this
transitory period, Castillo
explained.

"Parents are overwhelmed.
Sometimes they have more than
one student at home. They do not
know how to get their children to
do their work. The kids will not
listen to them. It's like the kids
are bossing the parents around."

Castillo agrees with
Rundhaug's assessment that dis-
tance learning is toughest on ele-
mentary-age students.

"Because I get to see how
kids are spending their time
working online, I can see that it's
not really working out. Even as
adults we procrastinate. A 9-year-
old doesn't have the skills to jug-
gle all the responsibility," she
said.

Although there is a sense of
inevitability creeping in for the
future of distance learning,
Castillo does not believe the
present education system can
thrive under online classes.

"Packets or online classes is
not a suitable replacement for
these children's education in the
future. They are not taking it seri-
ously. There are English
Language Arts standards children
must meet. The state determines
the math standards. We need to
make sure we are targeting the
common core," she said.

Although adherence to state
standards has been suspended for
this school year, it's still
unknown what will happen next
school year.

Further Dissecting
Distance-Learning Issues

Rundhaug sees getting up to
speed with technology as a major
hurdle in education, from a stu-
dent, teacher, and administrative
perspective.

"For teachers, many have
had to go through training and
use resources they never had to
use before like Google
Classroom and Zoom. It is easier
to plan to cover a certain amount
of work from a textbook. But to
say, 'you need to get this point in
the electronic format' is a chal-
lenge," he said.

"For administrators, we
have to hold nearly all our meet-
ings electronically. This has been
an interesting transformation. For
instance, setting a meeting in
WebEx is a new skill we have all
had to learn," Rundhaug added. 

"Boundaries between each
other is less defined. I believe we
are working longer hours because
we each feel more entitled to call
each other at nearly all hours of

the day. We are also working
longer hours because none of our
tasks are repeated tasks," he said
of his fellow administrators.
"Much of what we are doing, we
are doing for the first time and
having to figure things out as we
go along." 

Students, however, are who
might be experiencing the most
sea change, even though they can
acclimate to technological shifts
more quickly. 

"Younger students have
advantages and disadvantages.
The greatest disadvantage is that
they probably are in greater need
of that human support I men-
tioned. … However, younger stu-
dents also tend to be more flexi-
ble and less driven by tradition,"
Rundhaug said. 

Brawley Elementary School
District has taken steps to help
students overcome hurdles pre-
sented to their education by dis-
tance learning with a focus
toward the summer.

"My greatest concern right
now is the gap in learning that
students most likely encountered
as a result of them not reporting
to our facilities on a daily basis.
We have initiated a summer
online academy to help make up
the difference in the that gap.
However, this could be a gap that
takes years to fill in," he said.
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Education..................................from page oneCounty Board Ayes Loan
Program to Help Local
Businesses
STAFF REPORT 

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously
May 12 to set aside $500,000 for
a loan program to aid local for-
profit and non-profit businesses
struggling because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, according
to a county press release.
Funding for the program, titled
the Imperial County Business
Stabilization Lending Program,
will come from existing commu-
nity and agricultural benefit
funds. Those businesses and non-
profits will be able to receive up
to $10,000 in loan funding.
The loan program has come
about as a response to the eco-
nomic impacts of COVID-19,
and as a result of requests for
help from the community.
"There have been a lot of lacklus-
ter loans in the past" tied to the
community and agricultural ben-
efit funds, but "this is a good pro-
gram," Imperial County District 1
Supervisor Jesus Escobar said in
an interview with this newspaper
May 19.
County officials, in approving the
program, said they are committed
to doing what they can to help
local businesses beyond seeking
state and federal support. The
limit of $10,000 per qualifying
applicant was set to try to assist
as many businesses as possible.
The program had the full support
of the Board of Supervisors,
Escobar said.
As part of the program, the coun-
ty board will create an ad-hoc
committee to review applica-
tions.
To qualify for the loan, a business
must meet the following require-
ments:
o They must be a for-prof-
it or non-profit business in
Imperial County
o They must be an agri-

culture, commercial manufactur-
ing, retail or service business
o They must have a physi-
cal establishment within Imperial
County
o They must have a cur-
rent city/county license and be in
operation as of Dec. 31, 2019
o They must have a
demonstrated hardship due to
COVID-19
o Funds must be used for
short-term working capital needs
such as lease/mortgage pay-
ments, payroll, materials, sup-
plies and services
o They must comply with
the county's non-discrimination
policy
o They can only receive a
one-time loan per state business
entity
o They must be in good
standing with cities and/or coun-
ty
o Corporate and personal
loan guarantees of applicant at 20
percent
Those businesses already receiv-
ing community or agricultural
benefit funds and are in good
standing with the county are eli-
gible to receive the new loan
funding.
Escobar said terms of the loan are
its repayable in two years, fully
amortized at 2 percent.
The loan will include a forgive-
ness clause should the business
prove it has maintained or hired
back its previous workforce.
The application process started
May 18. See the county's website
at www.co.imperial.ca.us for
applications and additional infor-
mation on the information and
materials that must be included
with the application. Applications
must be submitted electronically.
For questions on the loan pro-
gram, contact the County
Executive Office at 442-265-
1001.

Abarbanell said, "Elvira is one
of those students that takes advan-
tage of every opportunity and does
not take her education for granted.
… Elvira is more than deserving
(for this award) and I could not be
more proud of her."

Of her experience at SDSU IV,
Reyes-Hernandez said, "This is
where I was meant to be. I am nat-

urally curious. With qualitative
research I get to talk to people and
what we're doing is increasing our
knowledge."

While Reyes-Hernandez plans
on entering the Master's in Social
Work program at SDSU Imperial
Valley in the fall, she said she plans
to continue to work on Abarbanell's
research projects.

SDSU...............from page three

IID Starts Second Wave
of Sheltering Employees
at Work 
STAFF REPORT

Imperial Irrigation District
will be extending its voluntary on-
site shelter-in-place program at
designated critical facilities for a
core group of employees, the dis-
trict announced in a May 15 press
release.

To keep employees safe and
to ensure that the district's water
and energy systems remain opera-
tional during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, 32 district employees have
been living and working at their
job sites since April 25.

Employees in the initial
group headed home for the first
time in three weeks when their
shifts ended May 16-17. Those
shelter-in-place positions were
filled by a second wave of district
employees starting May 16. The
sheltered employees will continue
to maintain the district's essential
water and energy operations,
which are important to customers
who rely on these services in the
harsh desert climate of the
Imperial and Coachella Valleys.

"We are extremely proud of
our dedicated employees who are
heeding the call to voluntarily step
up to serve the district and its cus-
tomers during one of our most dif-
ficult times in history," stated
Henry Martinez, IID general man-
ager.

"Their dedication allows IID
to continue to provide essential
water and energy services without
interruption and is a testament to
IID's mission of providing reli-
able, efficient and affordably
priced water and energy service to

the communities we serve, despite
any challenge we may face," he
added.

The second wave of the shel-
ter-in-place program, which began
at 6 a.m. May 16, reflects a slight
readjustment from 32 to 28
employees, to continue maintain-
ing reliability and reducing
expenses. It, too, will continue for
three weeks, at which time the dis-
trict will reassess the continued
need for the program.

IID's Energy Department
serves 155,000 customer accounts
in the Imperial and Coachella
Valleys, representing a population
of 450,000 residents and IID's
Water Department delivers water
to nearly 500,000 acres of farm-
land, municipalities and industries
in the Imperial Valley. Critical
employees from both IID's Water
and Energy departments are par-
ticipating. 

The shelter-in-place program
is a part of the district's Pandemic
Response Plan to mitigate
employee exposure and assist in
ensuring the continuity of cus-
tomer service. The emergency
measure recognizes the impor-
tance of the district's employees in
continuing the delivery of critical
utilities to customers and the
importance of maintaining a safe
workplace.

The employees who have the
skills and qualifications to per-
form the required duties work 12-
hour shifts, seven days a week,
remaining at the designated work-
sites 24 hours a day for the dura-
tion of the program.



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

FERNANDO TAPIA
CASE NO. EPR000717

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of 
FERNANDO TAPIA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by STEVE TAPIA in the
Superior Court of California, County
of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that STEVE TAPIA be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good

cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
05/29/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 locat-
ed at 939 WEST MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance
of letters to a general personal repre-
sentative, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person inter-

ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
BRIAN R. KINGSTON, ESQ
KINGSTON & KINGSTON

680 TELEGRAPH CANYON RD.,
SUITE 103
CHULA VISTA,  CA 91910
1-619-421-1133
Filed: May 1, 2020
Superior Court, County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Publish: May 7, 14, 21, 2020
Legal 6338

For publication of
your legal  notices,

FBNS, Name Changes,
Probates, etc.

Call Us
760-339-4899
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Raymond Dale Vanderford
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000622
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Raymond Dale Vanderford
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Robert Vanderford in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Robert Vanderford be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: May 28, 2020

Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as

a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Robert Vanderford
640 Euclid Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
(619) 674-3973
Filed:
May 7, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Irma de la Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6340
Publish: May 14, 21, 28, 2020

Notice of Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Imperial County Citrus Pest
Control District #1 (ICCPCD#1) will hold a budget hearing on
Wednesday, June 3, 2020, at 2:30 p.m.  Governor's Executive Order
N-25-20 (March 17, 2020) allows the Board and the public to partic-
ipate in the meeting via teleconference. The call-in number for this
meeting is (442) 265-7999, passcode 72874705.  Members of the
public are strongly discouraged from attending in person, however
the following location has been designated for public participation:
1000 Broadway, El Centro, CA 92243. Public comments may be sub-
mitted in advance via email to agcom@co.imperial.ca.us.

The summary of the FY 2020-2021 preliminary budget is as follows:
Expenditures for administration, facilities and equipment, and servic-
es is $308,255.00.  Revenues are $315,000.  It is the intention to raise
$210,000.00 of the revenue by levying an assessment of $30 per acre
upon the assessed value of the citrus acreage within the district. It is
the intention to raise $105,000 of the revenue by levying an addi-
tional assessment of $15 per acre to cover the cost of materials for the
treatment of the citrus acreage within the district. The original budg-
et is on file with ICCPCD#1 and is available for review.

Legal 8949
Publish: May 21, 28, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2020

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR&R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment) states
rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the Consumer Price
Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States
Department of Labor and changes in cost for processing and state reg-
ulatory mandates.

A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for pub-
lic review at City Hall. If additional information is required, please
call the Finance Department at 760-356-2912.

May 21, 2020
June 19, 2020                       Legal 8950FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-262
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Desert Fence
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc #33
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 4191 
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrant:
German Almazan
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc. #33
El Centro, CA 92243

This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, German Almazan Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  German Almazan,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 5,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: May 4, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6341       
Publish: May 14, 21, 28, June 4,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-244
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Two Sisters
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
760-960-5896
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Robin Cartee
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250

Carly Schaffner
1590 Worthington
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrants have not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Robin Cartee, Partner Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Robin Cartee, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 24.,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: May 24, 2025. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  8951      
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Manager Chris Herring said dur-
ing a May 20 press conference.

"This is not a hospital.
Patients admitted to the federal
medical station will be trans-
ferred from local hospitals. The
patients admitted here are not the
sickest patients in the hospital,"
Herring said.

The facility will be staffed by
the U.S. National Guard and
California Assistance Medical
Teams (CAL MAT) and is sched-
uled to open by May 22.

"This facility will be used to
quarantine patients that do not
need much attention to open up
space in the hospitals for high-
risk patients," Imperial County
Public Health Officer, Dr.
Stephen Munday, said during the
press conference May 20. "The
ability to the handle a surge has
multiple components like having
the ability to send patients to
other facilities."

On the morning of May 19,
the chief executive officers of El
Centro Regional Medical Center
and Pioneers Memorial Hospital
in Brawley put their emergency
departments on "divert," meaning
they would no longer accept any
new COVID patients following a
surge in COVID-positive cases
from Mexicali that started late
May 18.

The diversion, which ended
sometime in the evening May 19,
did not affect patients seeking
treatment at either of the hospital
E.R.'s for conditions or problems
not related to COVID, ECRMC
CEO Adolphe Edward said.
Edward announced the diversion
was called off during his daily
Facebook Live chat around 9
a.m. May 20.

"Yesterday (May 19) we were
notified that there was a 27 per-
cent increase in hospitalization of
new COVID patients between
(May 18 and 19)," Herring said
May 20. "There are currently 93
patients in both hospitals in the
Imperial Valley (with COVID)." 

Munday confirmed that
Imperial County was ranked No.
1 in the state on May 19 for
COVID hospitalizations per
100,000 residents, with 37.4
COVID patients per 100,000 res-

idents.
He said that was a 13 percent

change from one day to the next.
Imperial County is still "on

the front-end of our epidemiolog-
ical curve," Munday told the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors during a Public
Health Department update May
19.

Herring said that local med-
ical officials were working close-
ly with the state government to
meet the care needs presented
from the two-day surge.

"Our mutual-aid system has
been working well from our per-
spective. We were notified about
the surge around 7:30 (a.m. May
19) and immediately reached out
for help from the state, who only
took two to three hours to
respond. We feel we are getting
the help we need," Herring said
during the press conference.

He explained how the state
was able to help local hospitals.

"We reached out to the state
because we needed to move
patients out of the hospital to free
up space. The ambulance strike
team helps find hospitals that can
handle the sickest patients and
arrange transportation," Herring
said May 20.

Some 40 patients were moved
from local hospitals to other
healthcare facilities in Southern
California, he said.
The Mexicali Effect on Local

Conditions
It has never been precisely

clear how serious the conditions
are in Mexicali and Baja
California, but anecdotally local
officials are described the situa-
tion as dire and that hospital
facilities there are "over-
whelmed."

While Edward said earlier in
the day May 19 that reports were
that all hospitals in Mexicali
were full and no longer accepting
COVID-positive patients,
ECRMC officials modified that
message toward the end of the
day.

"Patients presenting at the
emergency room (were) report-
ing hospitals in Mexicali weren't
taking any more COVID patients.
We have confirmed two of the

private hospitals were not accept-
ing additional COVID patients as
of this morning. Keep in mind
this is a very fluid situation, so
what was true this morning, may
have changed," El Centro hospi-
tal officials stated in an email to
this newspaper around 3:30 p.m.
May 19.

County public health officials
have long said that conditions in
Mexicali would mirror condi-
tions in Imperial County, and
they confirmed the situation with
COVID cases in the city of more
than 1 million people was wors-
ening.

The numbers Imperial
County are seeing are a direct
reflection of what is happening in
Mexicali and along the Baja
California border, Munday said
May 19.

Although he had no firm data
available at the time, "There is a
very difficult situation in north-
ern Baja (California)," Munday
told the county board.

Mexicali hospitals and emer-
gency services are "over-
whelmed," supplies of personal
protective equipment are
exhausted and "overwhelmed,"
and COVID hospitals have
"turned people away, because
there's not enough capacity to
help them," Munday said May
19.

As of noon May 20, Mexicali
had reported 134 COVID-related
deaths, a total of 1,463 COVID-
positive cases and 207 cases
pending confirmation. Baja
California as a whole reported
590 deaths and nearly 3,500 con-
firmed positive cases.
Roadmap to Recovery Status

Imperial County Public
Health Director Janette Angulo
updated the county board May 19
regarding the department's efforts
to meet state health metrics,
known as "regional variance cri-
teria," to move further along in
opening more high-risk business-
es and ease up on health orders.

Part of that presentation was
informing the board and the pub-
lic that what were hard and fast
metrics established by the state as
little as two weeks ago, had shift-
ed over the weekend to make it

easier to meet certain health bars
to open businesses more quickly.

Angulo informed the board
that her department has just about
completed a report for the state
that shows Imperial County has
met nearly every "regional vari-
ance criteria" standard with the
exception of one: the all-impor-
tant "epidemiologic stability of
COVID-19."

Formerly (as in last week),
based on the population of
Imperial County, Public Health
had to show that there were no
more than 14 new cases a day of
COVID-19 for 14 consecutive
days, something the county was
nowhere near achieving as new
cases have consistently been in
the upper 30s to 60s for a least a
week or more.

However, Angulo said May
19 those epidemiological stabili-
ty standards were substantially
"modified over the weekend" by
the state.

Under the new rules, the cri-
teria went from 14 days to a
seven-day period of stable or
decreasing numbers for testing
positive. The state is now requir-
ing less than 8 percent positive
tests for the past seven days,
while Imperial County was at an
average of 24 percent for the
seven-day period between May 8
and May 14, which is significant-
ly above the metric.

However, in every other cate-
gory, Angulo said Imperial
County met the metric, including
a second requirement in epidemi-

ological stability related to hospi-
talization rates. 

Other categories successfully
met are ability to protect essential
workers; county-wide testing
capacity/availability; contain-
ment capacity; local hospital
capacity; and plans for protecting
vulnerable populations, including
skilled nursing facilities and the
homeless.

Angulo informed the county
board that the report to the state is
considered all but complete, so
that the minute Imperial County
meets the final criteria, the report
can be approved by the health
officer and sent to the Governor's
office.

Meanwhile, even though so
many of the metrics have been
met, Munday and Angulo
reminded the public that it will
take significant work to reach the
final bar and to do that the stay-
at-home health orders and face-
covering requirements must
remain.

"We're counting on the pub-
lic's continued compliance with
the orders to enable us to relax
restrictions. We are committed to
making sure that Imperial County
is in the best position to continue
to protect the health and safety of
our community as we progres-
sively get back to normal,"
Munday said. 
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HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that the Holtville Unified School District (hereinafter referred to
as "Owner") will receive sealed bids prior to the date and time stated for the Bid Opening
for the award of a contract for: 

Site Work and Installation of Low Voltage Systems
for the Gymnasium

at
Holtville Middle School

800 Beale Avenue
Holtville, CA 92250

Scope Of Work:
This project will include: Site work and installation of low voltage systems.

Project Bidding Documents are available from the Holtville Unified School District
Office located @ 621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA. There will be a $150.00 (one hundred
and fifty dollars) non-refundable charge to purchase each set of bid documents. No par-
tial sets will be available. Make checks payable to Holtville Unified School District.

Public works projects shall be subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the
Department of Industrial Relations.  A contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified
to submit a bid or to be listed in a bid proposal subject to the requirements of Public
Contract Code Section 4104, unless currently registered and qualified under Labor Code
Section 1725.5 to perform public work as defined by Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1,
Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code.  A contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to
enter into, or engage in the performance of, any contract of public work (as defined by
Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1, Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code unless currently registered
and qualified under Labor Code Section 1725.5 to perform public work.  

Bids must be sealed and filed at the District Office of the Owner at:

Holtville Unified School District Office
621 E. 6th Street

Holtville, CA 92250

on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, before 11:30am on the clock designated by the Owner or its
representative as the bid clock, after which they shall be opened.  No bid will be accept-
ed by the Owner after this time.  Facsimile (FAX) copies of the bid will not be accepted.  

There will be a Mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit for this project held on
Tuesday, 
June 2, 2019 at 3:30pm, at Holtville Middle School Campus, 800 Beale Ave, Holtville,
CA 92250. Please meet in the Front Parking Lot.

Bids must be accompanied by a bidder’s bond, cashier’s check, or certified check for at
least ten percent (10%) of the amount of the base bid and made payable to the Owner, as
detailed in the Contract Documents.    

Owner, or its designee, has determined that certain materials, services, products or things
designated by specific brand or trade name shall not be subject to Public Contract Code
section 3400(a) in order that a field test or experiment may be made to determine the
product’s suitability for future use; in order to match other materials, services, products
or things in use on a particular Owner public improvement either completed or in 

the course of completion; in order to obtain a necessary item that is only available from
one source; and in order to respond to an emergency declared by Owner.  These specif-
ic materials, services, products or things are identified in the contract documents.

Pursuant to the Contract Documents, the successful bidder will be required to furnish a
Payment (Labor and Material) Bond in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of
the Contract Sum, and a Faithful Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred per-
cent (100%) of the Contract Sum.  

The successful bidder will be allowed to substitute securities or establish an escrow in
lieu of retainage, pursuant to Public Contract Code Section 22300, and as described in
the Agreement Between Owner and Contractor and General Conditions. 

The Owner will not consider or accept any bids from contractors who are not licensed
to do business in the State of California, in accordance with the California Public
Contract Code, providing for the licensing of contractors.  In accordance with Section
3300 of said Code, the bidder shall have a Class "A" License and shall maintain that
license in good standing through Contract Completion and all applicable warranty peri-
ods.   

The Contractor and all Subcontractors under the Contractor shall pay all workers on all
work performed pursuant to this Contract not less than the general prevailing rate of per
diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work as deter-
mined by the Director of the Department of Industrial Relations, State of California, for
the type of work performed and the locality in which the work is to be performed with-
in the boundaries of the District, pursuant to Section 1770 et seq. of the California Labor
Code. Prevailing wage rates are also available from the District or on the Internet at:
http://www.dir.ca.gov.

This Project is subject to labor compliance monitoring and enforcement by the
Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.4 and subject
to the requirements of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations. The Contractor and
all Subcontractors under the Contractor shall furnish electronic certified payroll records
directly to the Labor Commissioner weekly and within ten (10) days of any request by
the District or the Labor Commissioner. The successful Bidder shall comply with all
requirements of Division 2, Part 7, Chapter 1, Articles 1-5 of the Labor Code.

Bidder Qualifications:

A. The bidder must have a Class A License to perform the work of this contract
and has been in 

good continuous standing with the CSLB for a minimum of Five (5) years. 

B. Bidder must have a current DIR number. 

C. Bidder must have minimum Liability Insurance equal to a minimum of $2M 
per occurrence and $4M aggregate. 

D. Bidder must have a bonding capacity of $6,000,000.00 ($6M)

E. Bidder must complete the Bidder Qualification Questionnaire and submit 
with the bid. The Questionnaire is included as part of the bid documents. 

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and/or waive any irregularity in
any bid received. If the District awards the Contract, the security of the unsuccessful
bidder(s) shall be returned within sixty (60) days from the time the award is made.
Unless otherwise required by law, no bidder may withdraw its bid for ninety (90) days
after the date of the bid opening.
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COVID 19 Update...................................................from page one
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