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I.C., E.C. to Announce Joint
Business-Opening Plan

An announcement was
due May 7 on a unified,

phased-in approach to re-
opening businesses in the
Valley's cities and county

that have been closed due to
the pandemic.

BY JAYSON BARNISKE
AND RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN

Just days after El Centro
passed a plan to re-open its busi-
nesses closed due to COVID-19
that included details and hard
dates in direct defiance of state
guidelines and Imperial County
public health orders, Mayor
Efrain Silva announced May 5
that a compromise was being
worked out by city and county
officials.

That compromise was to be

revealed during a May 7 joint
press conference, which occurred
past this newspaper's deadline.

"Soon,  we wil l  have a  

Continued on page 6

RENE PEREZ, a tattooist at Inkredible Tattoo Studio in down-
town El Centro, sterilizes the tattoo shop by mopping the floors
in this recent photo. COURTESY PHOTO

Holtville Restaurant
Customers Get Royal Welcome

BY WILLIAM  ROLLER

After six weeks of sheltering
in place and nonessential busi-
nesses closed amid the pandemic,
the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce called on the Carrot
Queen and her court to encourage
locals to loosen up their purse
strings.

For the "restaurant rally" on
recent days the group literally
took to the streets. Helping cheer
on customers were the 2020
Carrot Festival Queen Alexis
Piper and her court, Lexi

Roeseler, princess, and Brytni
Valenzuela, junior princess.

Although the smallest court
member, Brytni made up for her
stature with a booming voice
made louder after chamber man-
ager Rosie Allegranza gave her a
bullhorn. That nabbed the atten-
tion of passersby along Fifth
Street with a carnival barker's
blare urging everyone to support
the Holtville eateries.

"We're rallying the (Imperial)
Valley's residents to support local
restaurants," Allegranza said.
"The intent is support our local
restaurants by ordering take

out.Tuesday we featured the Taco
Shop, Wednesday it was George's
Pizza, Thursday was Los Cerritos
and Friday was Donut Avenue.
George's is offering 20 percent
off to first responders, healthcare
workers, law enforcement and
military personnel."

Jerry Cerros, owner of Los
Cerritos, said his business did
extremely well when the
Chamber of Commerce and the
royalty court visited.

"Sales were definitely up,"
said Cerros. "We thank the 

Continued on page 3

MEMBERS OF THE Carrot Festival royal court and Holtville Chamber of Commerce rally outside
Los Cerritos Restaurant in the city last week as part of an ongoing Holtville chamber campaign to
get residents to support local eateries through takeout orders. COURTESY PHOTO

Holtville Club to 'SHiNe'
Light on Community

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Seeing its mission as helping
the most vulnerable among the
community, Supporting Holtville
in Numerous Endeavors, or
SHiNe, for short, makes a heart-
felt commitment to serve the
broadest base possible, according
to members of the nonprofit
group.

Sara Enz, a co-public admin-
istrator for Imperial County's
Area Agency on Aging, was one

of the founding members of
SHiNE. The organization previ-
ously had been a local chapter of
Soroptimist International, whose
aim was to help women, children
and families with monetary and
non-monetary assistance. 

But several years ago, mem-
bers desired to broaden their
scope to include male youths and
formed an independent organiza-
tion.

During this time of global 

Continued on page 3

VARIOUS GIFT cards provided to members of the Holtville com-
munity by Supporting Holtville in Numerous Endeavors, or
SHiNE, for short, are shown. COURTESY PHOTO

Total COVID Cases
Reach 400-Mark for

County, Approaching
3,000 Tested

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 

Total COVID-positive cases
in Imperial County reached the
400-mark on May 5, with the
number of people tested expected
to soon hit 3,000.

Active-to-recovered cases are
nearly even, as some 210 patients
were presently ill from the coron-
avirus and more than 180 people
no longer showed any signs of
sickness.

For El Centro Regional
Medical Center, however, dark
days could be ahead. On May 5,
there were 39 patients admitted to
the hospital ill with COVID, the
largest number the hospital has
seen yet, said Adolphe Edward,
chief executive officer, during a

live Facebook update that morn-
ing.

"Even for hospitalizations in
San Diego, that number is high,"
Edward said.

He added El Centro Regional
had plenty of supplies and capac-
ity, but that staff was "getting
tired," having dealt with COVID
since February, with no end in
sight.

"We're not stopping in the
next couple of months," he said.

Edward urged residents to
take caution. With the Easter hol-
iday (April 12), ECRMC saw an
upward trend in COVID cases
likely due to family gatherings
and celebrations, and he foresees
that could be repeated with three
holidays in a row: Cinco De

Continued on page 8

Lowkey nonprofit fills in the gap for community's over-
looked needs.
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Week of May 4th
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Mental Health

We are currently experiencing a global pandemic event caused by a communicable
novel (new) virus. COVID-19 has already demonstrated its effect on our daily lives,
our routines, and even our mental health. One of the best coping tools for anxiety is
information discernment. Gathering information, verifying the accuracy of the infor-
mation, and then specific planning to manage the information is an effective anxiety
reduction strategy. We have invited Imperial County Public Health Registered Nurse

Collett Ashurst, RN to discuss all things COVID-19. How it is spread, what symptoms
are experienced, how to suppress the spread, and how to manage life and stress levels
in the midst of an infectious disease outbreak. Join us and learn the best ways to pro-

ceed in the days ahead of us all.

Collett Ashurst, RN
Registered Nurse

Public Health Department County of Imperial

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 4 de mayo 2020
Coronavirus (COVID-19) y la Salud Mental

Actualmente estamos experimentando un evento global de pandemia causado por un
nuevo virus trasmisible. COVID-19 ya ha demostrado su efecto en nuestra vida diaria,
nuestras rutinas e incluso nuestra salud mental. Una de las mejores herramientas para
enfrentar la ansiedad es el discernimiento de la información. Recopilar información,

verificar la precisión de la información y luego planificar específicamente para admin-
istrar la información es una estrategia efectiva de reducción de la ansiedad. Hemos

invitado a la enfermera de Crianza del Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de
Imperial, Alhi Ingle, a hablar sobre todas las cosas COVID-19. Cómo se propaga, qué
síntomas se experimentan, cómo suprimir la propagación y cómo controlar los niveles
de vida y estrés en medio de un brote de enfermedad infecciosa. Únase a nosotros y

conozca las mejores formas de proceder en los días que tenemos por delante.

Alhi Ingle, RN, BSN, PHN
Enfermera de Crianza

Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de Imperial

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 07: Giuliana Dollente, McKenzie Peeks
MAY 10: Pepe Larios
MAY 11: Leryn Peeks, John Santistevan, Tevis W. Von

Flue
MAY 12: Wade Lyon, Sara Brown, Lacey Hester, Debbie 

Fjeldsted, Clark Garewal
MAY 13: Evelyn Isabelle Walters, Weston Vogel, Loren

Strahm

Anniversaries
MAY 07: Mr & Mrs. Bryce Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Ben Abatti,

Jr.
MAY 11: Mr. & Mrs. Dan Daniels
MAY 12: Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brady

Fun Bags More Than Just Child's Play 
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

It is never easy being a parent
but a parent never need be alone,
Yvette Garcia likes to remind the
clients she serves as executive
director of the Child Abuse
Prevention Council. 

In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, as families struggle to
stay healthy and comply with the
state's stay-at-home orders, CAP
has taken the initiative to provide
its clients with Family Fun Bags.

These lightweight totes
include school and art supplies,
age-appropriate story books,
markers, construction paper, col-
oring books and even a rope to
jump and a ball. The fun bags are
a response to help children
through the isolation of shelter-
ing in place.

"We wanted to provide par-

ents with the tools to keep chil-
dren engaged and strengthen
them in a fun way," said Garcia.
"We had a one-way alley along
our office so it was perfect to
have a drive-by to distribute the
fun bags with no contact. We
scheduled parents to arrive by
their children's class at an
assigned time and had two staff
(members) load the bags into
trunks."

The arrangement worked out
well with no more than three cars
in a line between 9 a.m. and noon
as the organization distributed 50
bags of supplies April 29-30.
CAP staffers were careful to wear
face masks and maintain social
distance. 

CAP's sponsors for the drive
included Imperial County
Behavioral Health Services, the
county Department of Social
Services, First Five Imperial,

United Way of Imperial, Imperial
Valley Community Foundation
and In-N-Out (Burger)
Foundation.

But CAP is not an organiza-
tion to rest on its laurels. It seeks
to distribute 500 fun bags and
already submitted a grant appli-
cation, is seeking support from
another benefactor and will solic-
it support from others in the com-
ing months. 

"The reason we feel Family
Fun Bags are so crucial is to ease
parental stress," said Garcia.
"Who knows in these uncertain
times, but these stresses lead to a
lot of frustration. Here in 

Continued on page 3

Correction
The Holtville City Council

raised City Manager Nick Wells'
salary by 2 percent after review-
ing his annual performance eval-
uation in a closed session meet-
ing on April 27. That was a con-
tractually obligated 2-percent
raise from Sept. 29, 2019 that
was delayed.

"My contract requires an
annual performance evaluation
and allows for the possibility of
additional salary consideration,
depending on the council's satis-
faction with my job perform-
ance," Wells said.

Wells' salary was $97,000 at
the beginning of his current
three-year contract. It was raised
2 percent on Sept. 29, 2018 and
was due to be raised 2 percent on
Sept. 29, 2019.

Wells stated that he has dis-
cussed signing a new contract
with the city of Holtville and
expects terms to be finalized in
advance of the expiration of his
current contract at the end of
September.

Plans to Use Kiosk for
Census Compliance Put on Hold

Plans to make the kiosk avail-
able at Holtville City Hall for
Census 2020 compliance in
March were put on hold due to
the current COVID pandemic. 

"It is our hope that we will be
able to offer that option when the
stay at home order is relaxed,"
Wells said.

The incorrect information
was reported in the previous edi-
tion of the Holtville Tribune
(April 30).

Detour Ahead: Imperial Ave. Interchange Work Starting
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Road construction has
already begun on the Interstate
8/Imperial Avenue interchange in
El Centro and the effects of that
work were already being felt by
motorists, explained an official
with Imperial County
Transportation Commission.

"The construction started on
May 5 but Caltrans already
installed barriers on the north
side of I-8 alongside the road,"
said Mark Baza, executive direc-
tor of ICTC. "The California
Highway Patrol will be out there
monitoring the situation and
speeds will be reduced to 60
miles per hour in the vicinity of
the area."

The project will result in a
new interchange that will allow
El Centro to extend Imperial
Avenue south of the interstate.

Construction rolls out in a
two-stage process, explained
Baza. For the time being both
eastbound and westbound on/off
ramps of I-8 remain open to traf-
fic. But after July 1, the east-
bound on/off ramps will be
closed and only the westbound
on/off ramps remain open as
work proceeds on the southern
portion of I-8, which will take

approximately 8-10 months. 
However, in Stage 2 of con-

struction the westbound on/off
ramps will also be closed begin-
ning late spring-early summer of
2021, noted Baza. 

"As an alternative, drivers
can take State Route 86/Fourth
Street exit coming from the
west," said Baza. "Or an option
could be turn off at Forrester
Road and then go to Evan Hewes
Highway. Or, for those going
southward, use SR-86/Fourth
Street to SR-86 East Heber Road
in the community of Heber and
then onto SR 111."

Meanwhile, some work
extending Imperial Avenue
south, first to Wake Avenue, will
occur about the same time. It will
require four to six months lead-
ing into late 2021. 

Full closure of the I-
8/Imperial Avenue intersection
will take place several times in
the duration of the project, some-
time after July, to set up and take
down falsework and tear down
the old structure (Imperial
Avenue bridge) during the night-
time only. Motorists are advised
to use the above alternative
routes.

Motorists are urged to slow
down as they move through the
construction zone as trucks will

be entering and exiting the work
site.

"Be mindful of speed signs
and electronic monitors to track
speeds," cautioned Baza.
"Always be conscious of
Caltrans and private contractors
walking adjacent to traffic." 

The total expense of the proj-
ect is $44 million with $42 mil-
lion funded through the states'
Regional Improvement Program,
which has been Imperial
County's share of California
Transportation Commission
funds over the years. Another $2
million comes from the Federal
Highway Priority Projects
Program. 

"The $42 million was
approved by the ICTC board and
then ratified by the California
Transportation Commission,"
Baza added. "I think it's impor-
tant to note this project was on
Imperial County's long-range
plan for the past 20 years."

In fact, the total delay has
been nearly 50 years. The origi-
nal proposal to extend Imperial
Avenue south when I-8 was first
built was halted in the 1970s
amid a lawsuit filed by down-
town El Centro merchants.

If you can’t find our paper,
you can always 

subscribe!

Call us for more 
information

(760) 339-4899.

ALMA GUZMAN, Child Abuse Prevention Council program
coordinator, helpeddistribute Family Fun Bags to parents
enrolled in parenting classes inEl Centro on April 30. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Although details are scant
and information provided broad,
Imperial County Office of
Education has put together a
four-person team meant to inves-
tigate the re-opening of local
schools on an open-ended time-
line. 

County Superintendent of
Schools Todd Finnell made the
announcement in a May 1 press
release that he had appointed
Renato Montaño, ICOE deputy
superintendent of schools;
Carlos R. Gonzalez, superinten-
dent of Calexico Unified School
District; Alvaro Ramirez, ICOE
safety and emergency prepared-
ness coordinator; and Alicia
Ramirez, Calexico Unified assis-
tant superintendent, to lead local
efforts to re-open schools.

“As we work toward reopen-
ing our schools in the Imperial
County, the safety and well-
being of our students and staff
are a priority,” Gonzalez stated

in the press release.
Gonzalez recognized the

extreme lengths teachers and stu-
dents alike are going through to
continue their education.

“Despite all the changes this
pandemic has brought to our
everyday lives and to the educa-
tion of our children, it’s inspiring
to witness the amazing work our
local educators are providing stu-
dents across the county,” he stat-
ed.

Finnell affirmed his commit-
ment to wait until the time is
right to open schools.

“Our schools play such an
important role in our recovery
from the crisis. While many
things remain uncertain at this
time, we’ll be ready to reopen
schools as soon as it is safe to do
so,” Finnell stated.

Ramirez, who also serves as
public information officer for
ICOE, spoke about the discus-
sion taking place between mem-
bers of the local committee
appointed to prepare for re-open-
ing schools.

“Rather than planning on
when, it’s really planning for the
different possibilities that are out
there. We have a lot of uncertain-
ties, and we want to make sure as
our health conditions change, we
are ready to move forward,”
Ramirez said.

Ramirez recognizes there are
immense hurdles ICOE’s admin-
istration will have to overcome
before schools can reopen.

“We have seen local and state
roadmaps to recovery. We want
to make sure that we plan for A,
B and C when school re-open,”
he said. 

ICOE is working closely
with the San Diego County
Office of Education in group
planning on how to accommo-
date all the potential circum-

stances that could arise
from the pandemic in the
coming months. 

“Opening or not open-
ing depends on local
health circumstances. We
have no specific date or
timeline,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez offered some
guidance for parents, stu-
dents and teachers,
though.

“Earlier today (May
5), we were having a dis-
cussion at the ICOE and a
colleague said, ‘We are
facing a lot of uncertainty
and really what we need is
a patience and flexibili-
ty,’” he said.
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Restaurant.........from page one
royalty court and the community for
supporting our restaurant."

Open only since January 2019,
Cerros went into business with his
wife, Adriana. Although there are a
number of Mexican restaurants in
town, Los Cerritos tries bringing
something different, such as barba-
coa with cheese on a corn tortilla. 

"Customers love the smoked
flavor of mesquite," said Cerros.

Blanca McClure, owner of
George's Pizza, explained despite
the pandemic business has been
pretty good and there is a lot of sup-
port from the entire Imperial Valley.
Although she recommended phon-
ing in a pizza order to help keep
social distancing, she reminded cus-
tomers of red lines tapped to the
floor so everybody knows to stand
six feet apart.

"Having all the kids at home
now, what they want is pizza,"
McClure explained. "Customers
have been really good about social
distancing. If it starts to get crowd-
ed, some wait in their cars. But if
there's someone in need in Holtville

with underlying health issues, we'll
deliver a pizza."

For the royalty court, the activi-
ty was a change of pace during what
should have been a time busy with
school and appearances at now-can-
celled events.

Alexis admitted online classes
are a little harder for her. She also
misses her feeder calf, Boomer, that
she keeps in the barn at school.
Boomer earned a yellow ribbon for
showmanship at the California Mid-
Winter Fair & Fiesta in March.

"I miss my friends, but we go on
walks while social distancing and
do a lot of FaceTime on iPhones,"
said Alexis. "And I play soccer with
my 6-year-old brother, Dillon."

Brytni said, "I miss my best
friend, Chelsea, from school." 

While some restaurants, such as
Wong's Kitchen, Las Palmitas and
D'Lupitas, opted to close rather than
just serve take-out, Allegranza said
once dine-in service is allowed
again the chamber will assist with a
grand re-opening.

Fun Bags............................from page two
in California child abuse reports
are down 70 percent from before
COVID."

Garcia then explained, "The
reason is because kids are no
longer in school and also missing
after-school programs and day-
care. The staff there, who are
mandated to report suspected
cases of abuse, are not seeing
these kids to know if something
is going wrong. Mandated reports
make up the majority of calls
when schools are ordinarily in
session."

The fun bags also help CAP
stay in contact with children and
parents and give them a support
network. Meanwhile, CAP par-
enting classes transitioned from
the classroom to Zoom video and
other digital platforms. 

CAP's parenting classes focus
on sharpening the skills that
smooth the path for parents to
shepherd infants to pre-school,
primary grades and into the
teenage years. This allows chil-
dren to meet challenges with con-
fidence and prepare for college
and career, Garcia said. 

Classes in session when
COVID-19 struck are just wrap-
ping up. The data CAP acquires
from reviewing the online classes
helps it change and improve the
quality of the distance-learning
approach. 

"We have parents fill out a
satisfaction survey and a pre- and
post-class questionnaire," said
Garcia. "We examine this to see
if parents have changed practices
of parenting. Obviously, there is a
learning curve as we accumulate
data. We'll know where to imple-
ment changes. Our curriculum is
such a great program it helps par-
ents to select among the many
best practices they can embrace."

Parents want their children to
be strong and confident in a pos-

itive way and CAP aims to show
how parents can successfully
raise children without physical
punishment and strengthen the
parent/child bond. 

"During the COVID crisis
it's the worst of all possibilities
since parents must wear a lot of
hats while sheltering in place.
Our programs and the Family
Fun Bags help ease some of the
stress," Garcia added. 

FUN BAGS: Items such as school and art supplies included in
tote bagsto help children of parents enrolled in parenting classes
at the Child Abuse Prevention Council office in El Centro are
shown April 30.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

ICOE Official Talks Efforts to Re-open Campuses

Todd Finnell
County Superintendent of Schools

FILE PHOTO

SHiNE.............from page one
pandemic, SHiNE members are

seeking to assist the community,
especially those suffering job losses
due to nonessential business closures
and other circumstances related to
coronavirus.

Engaging Other Support
Organizations

"We wanted to support the citi-
zens in Holtville as well as the coun-
ty. I think SHiNE already had the
Area Agency on Aging in mind," Enz
said. "We wanted to help them sup-
port the older adult population with
all the resources they provide, espe-
cially during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. But I also recommended the
Imperial Valley Food Bank."

Sara Griffen, executive director
of the food bank, explained the non-
profit has been hit hard with a 12-per-
cent surge in food requests in March.

"Most of our food comes from
the (U.S. Department of Agriculture),
but we also receive a lot of donations
from local farmers," she said. 

During 2019, the food bank pro-
vided 5 million pounds of food and in
March, fed 26,000 people in Imperial
County. When informed of SHiNE's
donation of $200 worth of gift cards
from local Holtville merchants,
Griffen was most appreciative.

"We are a nonprofit, so we rely on
the generosity of our neighbors," she
said. "We are happy to take whatever
we can acquire. And a lot of that
recent surge in requests for food is
tied to the stay-a-home order and the
related closure of dining-in restau-
rants and other businesses required to
close." 

Providing Gift That Has Its
Own Rewards

Katie Turner, SHiNE secretary,
noted the nonprofit's most recent
efforts set aside $3,600 worth of gift-
card purchases from Holtville mer-
chants. These included George's
Pizza, The Taco Shop, Los Cerritos
restaurant and the Family Dollar
Store retailer. The merchants were
pleased with the purchases, of course.

"The Holtville community has
been gracious with SHiNE by sup-
porting our fund-raising efforts, so
this was a way to give back to our
community, to families in need and a
way to help local businesses in diffi-
cult times, because of the coronavirus
and the stay-at-home order," Turner
said.

It was always SHiNE's purpose,
even when still a chapter with the
Soroptimists, to give back to its

neighbors, and in particular, women
and families.

"The reason we (SHiNE) went
independent was because we want to
give any local organizations who
were in need without following a
more narrowly defined outreach. The
schools, they donated the gift cards to
include Finley and Pine elementary
schools, Holtville Middle School and
Holtville High School." Turner noted
nonprofit had a substantial sum in its
general fund but having an idle deep-
pocketed bank account does not serve
much purpose.

"We wanted to turn it around and
see the funds go to families and the
community," Turner said. "I feel very
grateful and blessed to be a part of it."

Betty Predmore, SHiNE vice
president, encouraged the group to
also help support a nonprofit she
helped found, Mom-Sense Inc. Mom-
Sense not only gives away women's
clothing, but also nonperishable food
items. In addition, Mom-Sense con-
ducts small group classes to assist
those dealing with grief, depression,
money management and anger man-
agement. 

Seeing the Bigger Picture
Donna Brady, SHiNE treasurer,

agreed with Turner's assessment.
"I think what motivates me is

SHiNE's vision, to help many other
peoples' ventures," she said. "We help
the Boys & Girls Club of Imperial
Valley and a lot of the athletic teams
of Holtville schools."

Often, SHiNE will receive a letter
from a school basketball, baseball or
football team explaining their need
for sports equipment. And the non-
profit maintains a budget for items
such as that. They also provide col-
lege scholarships. Seven students
received awards in 2019.

Each fall during the middle of
football season, SHiNE holds its
fund-raising extravaganza with its
annual Football Margarita Night that
is held outdoors on the campus of
Vessey & Co.'s office. SHiNE sells
dinner tickets, raffle tickets as well as
holds a silent auction to support
SHiNE's many community projects.

"During the current crisis, we're
helping others through tough times,
especially those who lost jobs," said
Brady. "We all want to do our part.
And the margarita night, we get to
watch football outdoors together and
it's great fun." 



BY HERIC RUBIO

All right, Valle Impe, it's time
for some real talk, from someone
that knows a thing or two. 

This whole coronavirus situ-
ation has got the world in a tizzy.
But especially in America. 

People are worried, scared,
frustrated, annoyed, tired, and just
straight up bored. People are los-
ing jobs and businesses are shut-
ting down. Because America was
not prepared. 

It's not your fault. You didn't
see this coming. And when you
did hear about it, it was something
that was happening on the other
side of the world, a place that
seemed like it could never affect
you. But it's a place that I know

very well. 
I moved to Hong Kong

almost three years ago for a job
opportunity. I had no idea what to
expect, but it was certainly a for-
eign land with customs and tradi-
tions and practices that I had no
idea existed. In that time, I've been
through a number of experiences
that have solidified my belief that
the people of this city know what
they're doing. From surviving the
largest typhoon Hong Kong has
experienced, to going through the
months of unrest and protests
against government policies and
police brutality, and now dealing
with COVID-19; it's been a ride. 

And it's that last experience I
want to talk to you about. 

Wearing a mask is annoying.
I hate it. I've been doing it since
January, and now that summer is
coming, I'm dreading that cover-
ing on my face. 

Being stuck indoors sucks.
Especially when you live alone,
and your friends and family are a
13-hour flight away. 

Managing a restaurant that
has to cut its seating by 50 percent
and close down the bar is dreadful
when you look at your bottom line
and realize you have to let some
employees go. 

I get it. 
But just yesterday, May 5,

the government announced that
bars could re-open and restaurants
could relax their seatings, albeit
with certain regulations to ensure
for safety. 

And you know why?
Because people followed the
rules. They stayed indoors, bored
out of their minds. They wore their
masks, because it's a common
practice here when a person is sick
in the slightest. They kept their
distance. And they stayed patient. 

Hong Kong was the first to
get hit outside of Mainland China.
But after going through the SARS
epidemic in 2003, where roughly
300 people died, Hong Kong was
prepared and willing to take any
measures necessary to prevent the
same outcome. 

They are a strong-willed peo-
ple that are will protest and speak
their voice and make their
demands when deemed necessary.

This past summer saw months of
violent protests, clashes with
police, thousands of arrests, and a
number of deaths. But they were
fighting for their rights as a people
as a whole. 

Not for their right to go to the
beach. Or get their hair cut. Or go
to the bar. 

America, you are young. You
have much to experience and so
much to learn. It's a trying time in
the country right now. Even before
this, the people were divided
because of a this … ugh … in the
White House. 

But I'm urging you, this isn't
about politics. This isn't the
Democrats or Republicans, or
whomever or whatever name you
want throw around. 

This. Is. Real. 
I've seen with my own two

eyes. I've watched fully suited
emergency medical technicians
locking down buildings. I've seen
people get angry at others for not
wearing a mask. The sacrifice that
Hong Kong has made to prevent
casualties, both physical and eco-
nomic, was difficult. But they did
it. And you know what came out
of that? 

I can go get a beer at a bar
tonight. Yes, it's been four months
in the making, but tonight, it's
safe.

A native of Calexico, Heric
Rubio has led a lot of lives, but
they've always seemed to revolve
around food. From working ware-
houses, to writing about the scene,
and eventually working in food
and beverage, it's a lifestyle that
he has always been drawn to; and
one that led him to Hong Kong. He
is now managing 11 Westside, a
California-style Mexican restau-
rant in Hong Kong with a menu
designed by another Calexico
native, Chef Esdras Ochoa, of
"The Final Table" fame on Netflix.
Though he spends much of his
time within the restaurant, his time
in Hong Kong has shown him a
different perspective of the world.
A perspective that-through his
words-will help open the eyes of
his hometown.
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Happy Teachers
Appreciation Week!

Calexico Native Sends Message From Hong Kong: 'Cálmate'

Heric Rubio, a Calexico native, chef and a former music and news
writer, is general manager of 11 Westside in Hong Kong, one of
several restaurants owned by another famous Calexico native,
chef Esdras Ochoa. COURTESY PHOTO



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

On the days MexCal Cannabis
Factory operations manager Veena
Voravudhi is in, so is her 10-pound
Yorkie-poodle mix, "Mochi," cud-
dling up to guests seated in the
shop's lobby area, waiting for a
"bud tender" to help with a new
discovery or a little of the usual.

"We put him in a cannabis ban-
dana, and he runs around and
greets people. He loves to be pet-
ted. He's our little ambassador
dog," said the San Diego County
resident, who arrives in Calexico
three to four times a week to run
the city's first open retail cannabis
storefront.

Although MexCal Factory has
been open for several months, a
low-key grand-opening event in
March and a worldwide pandemic
some might have heard of has kept
tell of the shop relatively quiet.

"We feel honored and humbled
to be here … we're dedicated to
bringing wellness to the Valley,"
Voravudhi said during an April 30
interview. "It's been great to get to
know our community. … We're
learning about our customers and
embracing our community."

Taking their place alongside
hospitals and "other medical facili-
ties" in the state, yes, California's
legal pot shops are "essential busi-
nesses," deemed so by Gov. Gavin
Newsom just hours after he
announced his intention to lock
down the state with mandatory
stay-at-home orders and nonessen-
tial business closures on March 21.

Since then, with the exception
of a few poorly timed and confus-
ing interventions by local police,
MexCal Factory has been open,
strictly adhering to physical-dis-
tancing protocols and arguably
operating at half speed of what its

city and state permits allow, includ-
ing on-site consumption.

MexCal isn't the city's first
sanctioned cannabis business to
open; that distinction goes to
Trinity 341, a manufacturing facil-
ity that produced cannabis-infused
vape cartridges and was loosely
tied to MexCal Factory early on but
has since reportedly ceased opera-
tions in Calexico. MexCal is now
operated by Calexico Distribution
Co., also formally tied to Trinity
341 but now under a new partner-
ship, with new owners out of the
Los Angeles area.

The first retail business to open
in Calexico was Supreme Greens
in January, but it's a delivery-only
business. Also, Valley Greens,
another delivery-only operation,
and a cannabis-testing firm,
Imperial Valley Environmental
Laboratory Inc., have also since
opened in the city's Cannabis
Overlay Zone, a largely industrial
area of northern Calexico set aside
for pot business. (The lab is actual-
ly in downtown Calexico, an
allowable exception.)

But rest assured, MexCal
Factory, for all intents and purpos-
es, is "the first" for the city, a phys-
ical location where customers can
come in, sit down, order recre-
ational cannabis products that
range from "flowers," the smok-
able bud of the marijuana plant, to
edibles, THC- and cannabis-
infused foods and beverages, and
other assorted high-inducing prod-
ucts.

"To be the first of anything is
always a good thing," Calexico
Mayor Bill Hodge said of MexCal
Factory's opening in the city. "Not
to be too critical, but Calexico, as
fast as we were to initiate and pro-
ceed with cannabis businesses in
the city, we have lagged a little bit."

But it's better late than never,
the mayor said, as the city antici-

pates the sales and cannabis tax
revenue to come from a robust
recreational cannabis industry in
the city.
The MexCal Experience During

COVID
For the time being, the opera-

tion of the shop is a bit hampered
by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Voravudhi indicated.

No more than two people at a
time are allowed in the
lounge/lobby and no more than
four at a time can fit on the retail
floor due to physical distancing.
Also, the on-site consumption area,
which is really nothing more than a
patio table and a couple of chairs
beneath an awning where cus-
tomers can "take a few puffs"
before going home, Voravudhi
said, has been temporarily closed
and cordoned off due to COVID
restrictions.

Other than that, it's business as
usual, she said.

The 1,800-square-foot site at
2421 Enterprise Blvd. is open from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sundays.

With a 4.8-star rating on the
vaunted Weedmaps website (those
in the know understand that is the
gold standard for cannabis web-
sites and rating systems),
Voravudhi said a trip to MexCal
Factory starts with a check-in with
private security, who makes sure
you are wearing a mask, and if not,
they'll provide one.

The guard, a full-time employ-
ee contracted from a Calexico-area
security firm, will check to see if
you're age 18 with a medical
cannabis card, or if you're 21 for
adult-use recreational purchases,
before entering the lobby, she said.

Upon entering, and possibly 

Continued on page 6
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MexCal Factory: Calexico "First" Cannabis Shop Open for Business
Retail storefront opened in March, but COVID pandemic has kept its operation largely quiet.

AN UNIDENTIFIED CUSTOMER (left) is helped by "bud ten-
der" Maria Olmos, 23. "Bud tenders" are likened to highly
trained coffee baristas or wine sommeliers in their expertise of
cannabis. The two interact in the retail showroom of MexCal
Cannabis Factory in Calexico on May 4. 

THE INSIDE OF MexCal Cannabis Factory in Calexico is shown
May 4. The legal pot shop is the first retail storefront with an
onsite consumption lounge opened in the city of Calexico. The
business opened in March and has largely been quiet as social dis-
tancing and the pandemic have been in full effect. Cannabis busi-
nesses in California were deemed essential businesses by Gov.
Gavin Newsom. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS



regional plan with the county of
Imperial. More information is to
come in the next few days," Silva
said at the May 5 regularly sched-
uled meeting of the El Centro City
Council. 

A source close to the issue
told this newspaper May 6 that the
county is agreeing to some of El
Centro's terms and resisting others. 

Reportedly, all businesses
would be allowed to re-open May
11 with physical distancing.
Businesses included in phase II of
El Centro's plan are churches, the
city's Aquatic Center, all city "retail

and commercial businesses,"
indoor and outside dining at city
restaurants, nail and hair salons and
barbershops, and massage parlors
and tattoo shops, according to a
document approved by El Centro
on April 29.

Phase III of El Centro's plan,
which does not have an implemen-
tation date, includes bars and enter-
tainment venues, gyms and fitness
centers, the return of public events,
opening of the bowling alley, open-
ing of softball and baseball fields,
and opening of the city Public
Library.

The source said county offi-
cials are pressing for churches to
be moved to El Centro's third
phase. Local church leaders and El
Centro officials were to meet May
6, also past this newspaper's dead-
line, to discuss how to implement
physical distancing during servic-
es. 

Another issue still being
negotiated May 6 was what to do
about nail and hair salons and bar-
bershops. State cosmetology board
officials sent out letters to those
businesses this week threatening
disciplinary action if businesses
reopened before getting the go-
ahead from the governor's office.

The source said county offi-
cials were to contact the state
board. If the threats remained in
place, it was not immediately clear
how that would affect those busi-
nesses' inclusion in the timeline. 

As the first phase of El
Centro's plan, which was to start
May 6, all businesses were to be
allowed to take online orders or
conduct curbside pickup. The
source said nothing had changed in
that regard.

Meanwhile, El Centro City
Council members Jason Jackson
and Cheryl Viegas-Walker and City
Manager Marcela Piedra met earli-
er in the day May 5 with Imperial
County Supervisors Luis Plancarte
and Michael Kelley and County
Executive Officer Tony Rohoutas
Jr. regarding El Centro's plan to
reopen. The source said two coun-
ty Public Health Department offi-
cials were also in on those discus-
sions, Director Janette Angulo and
Deputy Director Jeff Lamoure.

After the council meeting, El
Centro Mayor Pro-Tem Jackson
was reluctant to divulge any details
about talks with Imperial County
but offered a sort of timeline in
working with county officials.

"We have a follow-up meet-
ing with the officials from the
Imperial County on Wednesday
(May 6) and will hold another
press conference on Thursday
(May 7). We are reaching out to
other cities in a combined regional
effort from all the cities," he said.

The fact that the two jurisdic-
tions are working toward a com-
promise may be of some relief to El
Centro businesses left in the dark
and uncertain about how El
Centro's initial plan was to unfold.

E.C. Merchants Unsure
How to Respond

Ricka Perez, owner of
Inkredible Tattoo Studio in El
Centro, was in a state of limbo after
El Centro's May 1 announcement.

Perez said he needs to open
his business to meet financial

responsibilities to his family and
employees, but at the same time he
said he is fearful of getting his
employees, customers, and himself
sick.

"As a business owner,
(Inkredible Tattoo Studio) is my
main source income, and of course
I want to open, but it is safe or not?
I am going with the health depart-
ment because they give me a
license. Without that license I can-
not practice. Those are state rules.
The city just gives us a business
license," Perez said May 5.

An inspector from Imperial
County Environmental Health, a
subdivision of the Imperial County
Public Health Department, called
Perez on May 4 to tell him not to
open under the consequence of a
fine.

"I already did everything in
terms of sanitization that all other
businesses are just starting to do
because of the epidemic. The only
difference is the mask," Perez said,
referring to the already-stringent
health regulations licensed tattoo
parlors are under. 

The tattoo artist pondered
whether it is appropriate for him to
reopen at this time.

"If Imperial County officials
allowed me to open today, I would
have to take some time to think
about it first." 

Perez has customers calling
him daily and said if he were able,
he would follow precautions simi-
lar to what barbers are taking - one
employee and one customer in the
business at a time.

But barbers, like tattoo par-
lors, have been deemed nonessen-
tial businesses, and both are under
state orders to remain closed until
state or local health orders are lift-
ed or eased.

At the Barber Shop(s)
Sergio Verduzco, owner of

Clip Em Up Barber Shop in El
Centro, is ready to open his busi-
ness. He is already keeping his
doors open at the most minimal
levels, which is in defiance of state
orders. 

"We alternate days between
our employees. Only one barber
gets to work each day. When
clients come to the barber shop, we
only have one customer in the store
at a time and people waiting for
their appointment have to wait out-
side," Verduzco said.

Many landlords are working
with their lessees to find ways to be
flexible about getting the rent paid.
Verduzco spoke about the agree-
ment he made with his landlord. 

"My landlord said she is
going to work with me. If I get
behind on the rent, she will let me

make payments towards the rent
throughout the rest of the year
without interest or late fees," he
said.

Verduzco takes offense to
being labeled as a "nonessential
business."

"Who can decide who is
essential and who is not? I don't
think that people washing rims at
the carwash are more essential than
a barber shop. If we don't stand up,
they'll just continue to sit us
down," Verduzco said.

Verduzco spoke about the
extensive sanitization training and
the more than 1,500 hours of train-
ing overall that all licensed barbers
must undergo.

"Licensed barbers already
know what to do when it comes to
sanitization and how to keep a
clean station," he said. "We learn
all about blood and virus in school
… at least more than anyone serv-
ing doughnut holes and tea."

At a May 1 El Centro City
Council meeting, Carlos Romero,
owner of Integrity Barber Shop in
El Centro, addressed council
before the timeline announcement. 

Romero pleaded with City
Council members to allow his busi-
nesses to re-open.

"It's a hard thing when you
open up a business and you are
striving to provide for your family.
I want to open back up. When peo-
ple get a haircut, they feel better. I
have clients that see me once or
twice a week because they have a
grooming standard they have to
maintain," Romero told council

Continued on page 7
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Mexcal.................from page five

coming in contact with "Mochi," a
customer sees a 52-inch flatscreen 
display with a digital menu of
products, specials and assorted
videos, Voravudhi said.

Greeted by one of five full-
time "bud tenders," a highly trained
and coached retail associate that
Voravudhi likens to a coffee barista
or a wine sommelier, a customer is
called back to a retail space where
MexCal Factory's various products
are on display and available in all
pre-packaged amounts with multi-
ple configurations per regulations
in highly regulated California. 

For instance, she said, "flow-
ers" come in pre-packaged units of
grams, half grams and "eighths,"
which are 3.5-gram packages, vape
cartridges (led by featured house
brand "Revolucion"), pre-rolls (the
modern-day moniker for "joints,"
or cannabis cigarettes), and edi-
bles, where there is everything
from infused gummy candies and
gold-wrapped, Tiffany-blue brand-
ed Belgium chocolates called
"Colitas," (yes, like in the Eagles'
song, "Hotel California"), to pow-
dered "beverage infusers," which
you pour into your favorite drink.

A "bud tender" assists you in
taking your order or showing you
something new, wraps it up, checks
you out, and you're on your way to
go get … well, medicated.

Due to federal banking laws,
credit-card purchases of cannabis
are not allowed in California, so
there is an ATM on site for cus-
tomers, Voravudhi said.

Marketing MexCal to
Calexico

The state-of-the-art building
has taken on a sort "steampunk"
aesthetic in its interior, Voravudhi
said, a style often described as sci-
ence-fict ion-meets-classical-
Victorian, ala Jules Verne and
"Twenty Thousand Leagues Under
the Sea." 

Although in this context, it
looks as if Voravudhi means the
décor plays off the modern indus-
trial feel of the cannabis zone itself
with more classical, romantic
flourishes inside.

For instance, although
Voravudhi speaks volumes about
the "working-man," "blue-collar"
affordability of the types of prod-
ucts sold in MexCal Factory that fit
in with the economics of the
region, she said there is also a very
intentional branding toward female
customers in Calexico, that is

meant to make women feel more
comfortable in the highly industrial
environment of the overlay zone.

There is a "ladies' happy
hour" and "ladies' swag bags" that
include lotions, and lighters, and a
notebook, she said.

Also, there is a whole world
post-COVID-19 that is planned
when the pandemic restrictions are
lifted, events that were planned
before the world changed in
March.

Voravudhi said there were
numerous events planned to bring
in different segments of the com-
munity and show how widespread
cannabis can be, including a "dog
day," in which a veterinarian from
outside the Valley would come in
and talk CBD therapies for pets
with chronic pain maladies. CBD is
the reportedly medicinal compo-
nent of cannabis and hemp that has
been seen as a miracle cure for
many ailments.

She said community events
were scheduled around
ADHD/ADD events, and events
related to autism awareness and
treatment, something that is partic-
ularly important to Voravudhi.

A Calexico woman with a
daughter diagnosed with a full-
spectrum autism disorder had pre-
viously traveled to San Diego to
purchase medications for her child.
Now, Voravudhi said, the woman
stays in Calexico and gets the same
products "for a much better price
than she used to pay in San Diego."
Voravudhi said it's important and
"great to be able to contribute to
the community's wellness."

FACTBOX
MexCal Cannabis Factory
Open: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Mondays through Saturdays;
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays.
2421 Enterprise Blvd.,
Calexico, CA 92231
On Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/m
excalfactory/
On Instagram: @mexcalfac-
tory
On Weedmaps:
https://weedmaps.com/dis-
pensaries/mex-cal-factory

EC To Reopen............................from page one

MEXCAL CANNABIS Factory at 2421 Enterprise Blvd. in
Calexico is shown from the outside on May 4. Cannabis business-
es in California have been deemed essential operations by the gov-
ernor. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

TATTOIST BUSINESS owner
Ricka Perez sterilizes his tattoo
chair in his Inkredible Tattoo
Studio in downtown El Centro
in a recent photo. COURTESY
PHOTO

THE OUTSIDE of barber Sergio Verduzco's Clip Em Up Barber
Shop in downtown El Centro is shown. COURTESY PHOTO



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

ALLEN J. COLLINS
CASE NO. EPR000713

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of
ALLEN J. COLLINS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by MICHELLE L.
COLLINS in the Superior Court of
California, County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that MICHELLE L.
COLLINS be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining

court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
05/29/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 locat-
ed at 939 WEST MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a

contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance
of letters to a general personal repre-
sentative, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept

by the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
MAHOGANY TAYLOR - SBN
246708 
LAW OFFICE OF MAHOGANY
TAYLOR, APLC
2305 HISTORIC DECATUR RD.,
SUITE 100
SAN DIEGO CA 92106
BSC218193

4/23, 4/30, 5/7/20
CNS-3360426#
IMPERIAL VALLEY
WEEKLY
Legal 6337

Crossing Guard
2 – 5 hours daily

Apply at: Holtville Unified School District
621 E 6th Street
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Holtville Unified School District
621 E. 6th Street

Classroom Paraprofessional
5.75 hours daily
Salary: $11.00 - $14.14
Yard Supervisors
2 – 5 hours daily
Apply on edjoin.org

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS

SUMMONS 
(Family Law)

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT
(Name): Martha Catalina Oliva
Jacobo 
Aviso Al Demandado (Nombre): 
You have been sued. Read the infor-
mation below and on the next page.
Lo han demandando. Lea la informa-
cion a continuacion y en la pagina
siguiente.
Petitioner's name: Daniel Lopez
Rodriguez
Nombre del demandante:
Case No.:  EFL002636
You have 30 calendar days after this
Summons and Petition are served on
you to file a Response (form FL-120)
at the court and have a copy served
on the petitioner. A letter, phone call,
or court appearance will not protect
you.
If you do not file your Response on
time, the court may make orders
affecting  your marriage or domestic
partnership, your property, and cus-

tody of your children. You may also
be ordered to pay support and attor-
ney fees and costs.    
For legal advice, contact a lawyer
immediately. Get help finding a
lawyer at the  California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), at the
California Legal Services website
(www.lawhelpca.org), or by contact-
ing your local   bar association.
NOTICE - RESTRAINING
ORDERS ARE ON PAGE 2: These
restraining orders are effective
against both spouses or domestic
partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgment is entered, or the
court makes further orders. They are
enforceable anywhere in California
by any law enforcement officer who
has received or seen a copy of them.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the clerk for a fee
waiver form. The court may order
you to pay back all or part of the fees
and costs that the court waived for

you or the other party.
Tiene 30 días de calen-

dario después de haber recibido la
entrega legal de esta Citación y
Petición para presentar una
Respuesta (formulario FL-120) ante
la corte y efectuar la entrega legal de
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o llamada telefónica o una audiencia
de la corte no basta para protegerlo.

Si no presenta su
Respuesta a tiempo, la corte puede
dar órdenes que afecten su matrimo-
nio o pareja de hecho, sus bienes y
la custodia de sus hijos. La corte
también le puede ordenar que pague
manutención y honorarios y costos
legales. 

Para asesoramiento legal,
pongase en contacto de inmediato
con un abogado. Puede obtener
informacion para encontrar un abo-
gado en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en el sitio web
de los Servicios Legales de

California (www.lawhelpca.org), o
poniendose en contacto con el cole-
gio de abogados de su condado.
AVISO: LAS ORDENES DE
RESTRICCION SE ENCUEN-
TRAN EN LA PAGINA 2: Las
ordenes de restriccion estan en
vigencia en cuanto a ambos
conyuges o miembros de la pareja de
hecho hasta que se despida la peti-
cion, se emite un fallo o la corte de
otras ordenes. Cualquier agencia del
orden publico que haya recibido o
visto una copia de estas ordenes
puede hacerla acatar en cualquier
lugar de California.  
EXENCION DE CUOTAS: Si no
puede pagar la cuota de presenta-
cion, pida  al secretario un formula-
rio de exencion de cuotas. La corte
puede ordenar que usted pague, ya
sea en parte o por completo, las cuo-
tas y costos de la corte previamente
exentos a peticion de usted o de la
otra parte.
The name and address of the court

are (El nombre y dirección de la
corte son): 
Imperial County Superior Court
939 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of the petitioner's attorney, or
the petitioner without an attorney,
are: (El nombre, direccion y numero
de telefono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante si no tiene
abogado, son): 
Daniel Lopez Rodriguez, In Pro Per
260 Hernandez St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Date: February 25, 2020
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: F. Felix, Deputy
FILED: February 25, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: F. Feliz, Deputy
Legal 5927  
Publish: Apr. 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

EC To Reopen..............................................................................from page six
members.

E.C. Announces its Timeline
The city announced its sped-up

timeline during its weekly Facebook
Live COVID update meeting May 1.
The decision to establish dates and
what levels of businesses could open
was approved by a 4-0 vote of the
council during an April 29 special
meeting in closed session. 

Council member Edgard Garcia
was absent, but council members
Jackson, Viegas-Walker, Silva and
Tomas Oliva presented a united
front, according to a member of the
council who spoke to this newspaper
the morning of May 1 on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

"We have been discussing this
topic for quite some time and have
been working with our local health-
care professionals and working with
data," Viegas-Walker said during the
Facebook Live meeting a few hours
later.

Silva said the effectiveness of
the city's plan depended on the citi-
zens of El Centro.

"The success or failure of our
plan is going to be based on our busi-
nesses. If they do not want to open,
they don't have to. I'm going to trust
our businesses do the right thing,"
Silva added.

El Centro closely coordinated

its efforts to re-open with data from
El Centro Regional Medical Center.
Fire Chief Ken Herbert said he used
hospitalization rates at the medical
center to justify the fact that rates of
COVID were stable or stagnant, a
measure by which the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
was using to determine whether com-
munities should move forward with
easing restrictions.

CDC's recommendation to the
states to re-open dictate that the rate
of infection has stopped increasing or
become stagnant for two weeks.

"If you take the suspected
COVID positives and positives in the
ICU at ECRMC and go backwards
14 days, the number is 12. Today that
number is 13. This demonstrates the
bell curve is non-existent," Herbert
said May 1.

To put that in further perspec-
tive, though, ECRMC Chief
Executive Officer Adolphe Edward
said during a live community update
May 5 that there was a total of 39
COVID-positive patients admitted to
the hospital, the highest number seen
at ECRMC so far. He said that is
even high by regional standards
when comparing to San Diego
County hospitals. 

In addition to Herbert's medical
justification, City Attorney Elizabeth

Martin Evans spoke to the legality of
El Centro's plan on May 1.

"The city of El Centro has been
looking at its legal authority since the
day this began. We are confident that
the plan gives clear authority for local
entities in a manner that supports its
community," Martin said.

"Before moving forward with
phase II of the plan, we will be sure
that the authority to move forward
still exists," she added May 1.

Even before the May 1 meeting
convened, the county had already
issued a lengthy and strongly worded
statement taking exception with the
city's plan, calling it a "unilateral"
decision that did not take into account
the Public Health Department.

Herbert said of working with the
county during the May 1 meeting:

"The Imperial County manages
resources on a county level and is
responsible for logistical needs. We
(the city of El Centro) have been oper-
ating as a liaison to county since the
epidemic started," he said. 

Expressing frustrations about
getting accurate data from county rep-
resentatives, Herbert added, "I hope
communication flow with the
Imperial County continues. We are all
professionals, and all have the same
goal. We are going to have disagree-
ments, but that does not mean we are
going to stop working together."

County's Response to El
Centro

In a press conference on May 4,
county Public Health Officer, Dr.
Stephen Munday, addressed El
Centro's interpretation of the local
COVID data.

"It is the numbers for the
Imperial County that really matter not
statistics from individual hospitals. We
look at other data that includes things
like numbers of ventilators and many
other tests," he said. "You can't just
use a single number or one seven-day
period. It is clear that you have to
watch the shape of the curve."

During the press conference,
CEO Rohoutas struck both a concilia-
tory and defiant tone when speaking
about El Centro.

"This is not an Imperial County
emergency. This started nations away
and now traveled across the entire
globe. In no way is the county trying
to create extra difficulties for its busi-
ness owners. We are damned if we do
and we are damned if we don't. If we
open too early, more people could get
sick. If we open too late, businesses
lose money. In no way is the county
trying to hold businesses up, but there
is a balance we have to find."

During a separate interview May
4, county Supervisor Jesus Escobar
told this newspaper, "I am disappoint-
ed that they're (El Centro) doing their

own thing without coordinating with
state officials or the county."

When asked about El Centro
plans to enforce "physical distancing"
on its businesses, Escobar spoke
frankly.

"How is a barber, a nail salon or
a massage parlor supposed to practice
social distancing? My understanding
is social distancing means six feet
apart. How is a barber going to do
that? How about at an Aquatic Center,
where kids will be kids? ... How do
you control that?"

Escobar said he empathizes with
small business owners; he is one. His
said his record has long shown his
bent toward job creation and econom-
ic development, but he has seen the
toll this pandemic has taken on friends
and family members. 

"When there's lint in your pock-
et, you start getting desperate. ...
You're hurting, you're strapped for
cash. I can understand that frustration
and frailty. It's not that I don't
empathize, but this is serious, and the
city of El Centro is acting out on its
own," Escobar said.



Mayo, Mother's Day (May
10) and Memorial Day
(May 25).

Pioneers Memorial
Hospital is also experienc-
ing higher numbers of the
illness, but that could not
immediately be confirmed
as data from the Brawley
area were not available.

On a positive note,
county Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen

Munday, said during a press
conference May 4 that
Imperial County has not
seen the type of outbreak of
illness coming from skilled
nursing facilities and nurs-
ing homes that the rest of
the country has experi-
enced.

Imperial County sur-
veillance data from May 5
show only 30 total cases
from those typical age

ranges, 70 to 79, and 80-
plus. 

Most cases that have
occurred in Imperial
County have been evenly
distributed between ages 20
and 49, with 78 total cases
(20-29), 83 total cases (30-
39) and 71 total cases (40-
49), as of May 5. 

Calexico continued to
lead the county with the
highest number of total

COVID-positive cases as of
May 5, with 112 people,
followed by El Centro
(100) and Brawley (90).

Imperial County has
nine recorded COVID-
related deaths.

Meanwhile, in Mexico,
the rate of infection is out-
pacing the Valley. Mexicali
reported 65 deaths and 691
total positive cases, with
271 confirmations still

pending as the morning of
May 6.

For all of Baja
California, there were 276
deaths, 1,862 confirmed
total cases, and 678 cases
pending.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

FERNANDO TAPIA
CASE NO. EPR000717

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of 
FERNANDO TAPIA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by STEVE TAPIA in the
Superior Court of California, County
of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that STEVE TAPIA be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
05/29/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 locat-
ed at 939 WEST MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance

may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
BRIAN R. KINGSTON, ESQ
KINGSTON & KINGSTON
680 TELEGRAPH CANYON RD.,
SUITE 103
CHULA VISTA,  CA 91910
1-619-421-1133
Filed: May 1, 2020
Superior Court, County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Publish: May 7, 14, 21, 2020
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