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Holtville Wetlands
Project Stuck in the
Mud by Engineers

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

The wetlands project in
Holtville seems to have hit every
snag during its 15-year journey to
completion and is now being held
hostage by an engineering firm
two years behind in finishing its
work.

The Holtville City Council
was recently given a status report
from City Manager Nick Wells
on the wetlands project during a
June 8 meeting.

"I have been in contact with
the representative from (U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation). While
she is concerned about the
progress (of the project), the con-
versation did calm the waters a
bit on their end," Wells wrote to
the council in his report.

Some $2.85 million in fund-
ing from the Bureau of
Reclamation has been blowing in
the wind as the city awaits design
work for the wetlands project to
be completed by contractor
George Cairo Engineering Inc. of
Imperial.

The goal of the wetlands proj-
ect is improving the water quality
of the Alamo River by acting as a
natural filtration system, with a
secondary benefit of creating

valuable wetlands habitat for
birds and other critters. 

Diverting water to and from
the Alamo River to the wetlands
project will filter water through a
system of channels before return-
ing it to the river. The Alamo is
primarily made up of farming
water runoff.

Calexico Mayor James
Predmore declined comment on
the situation with the wetlands
project and no other council was
immediately avaliable.

The wetlands project is also a
key component of the city's pop-
ular trail system that includes the
Mellinger Alamo River Trail, that
once complete will give nature
lovers and pedestrians an off-
shoot trail through the wetlands
that links back up with the city
sidewalk system from which
walkers can navigate through all
of Holtville.

Much like the twisting Alamo
River, the journey of Holtville's
wetlands project has been an
arduous one.

"The project fell apart and
was put on the shelf five years
ago due to a loss of its original
source of funding," Holtville City
Manager Nick Wells said during 

Continue on page 4

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Holtville-area farmer Jack
Vessey is among those growers
still deciding whether it is even
worth their while to plant for the
fall season.

Rising produce prices and the
uncertainty of industrial-scale
contract farming are likely to be
the next hurdle ahead for a coun-
try facing a marathon worth of
woes brought on by the COVID
pandemic.

"If we don't plant before the

demand goes up, then the supply
will not be adequate, and prices
will rise for the consumer. If we
plant right now before the
demand goes up, we might not be
able to even harvest our crop,"
Vessey said.

The president of Vessey and
Co. Inc. said the fall planting sea-
son regularly takes place in the
months of September and
October.

The biggest changes that have
affected Vessey's business have 

Continue on page 5

Cloudy
Skies

Ahead for
Future of
Farming

Local Police, Protestors Disagree on
'Defunding,' Agree on Some Aspects

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Lisa Valenzuela of El Centro
held a sign above her head call-
ing for the "defunding of police"
during a recent protest and can-
dlelight vigil in her hometown
park.

"It seems law enforcement
have money for riot police,
drones, helicopters and snipers
but (states) don't have enough
money for (personal protective
equipment) for healthcare (work-
ers) or pencils for teachers," said
Valenzuela, who feels she is liv-
ing in a police state that is keep-
ing the community's resources
for itself.

As the nation deals with
ongoing protests over the death
of Black Americans at the hands
of law enforcement in the wake
of the George Floyd killing and 

Continue on page 7

County Talks with State About
'Local Control,' Answers
Await As COVID Cases Spike

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Imperial County's status as
the country's COVID-19 hotspot
has been cemented in recent
weeks as the national media keys
in on the increasingly grim statis-
tics surrounding coronavirus
cases in the region, but demand-
ing equal attention has been some
of the internal struggles concern-
ing the county's efforts to wrest
"local control" from the state to
address what some officials say
will be long-term public health,
economic and social issues that
outlast the virus.

County government officials
and city leaders finally got their
audience with the state the after-
noon of June 16 to not only advo-
cate for more resources locally
and for state authorities to visit
the Imperial Valley personally to
witness what is happening first-
hand, but to continue to advocate
for what Gov. Gavin Newsom
has referred to as "localism" and

allow county public health and
government officials to have
more say in making decisions
that affect Imperial County.

Specifics on what was dis-
cussed was not available as of
deadline, or when or if the tele-
conference with state officials
yielded any results.

Opponents of this "local con-
trol" call it a purely economically
driven decision that does not take
into account the dire state of
COVID in the community, while
local government officials insist
some of their requests have been
taken out of context.

"It's not about business, it's
about families," Imperial County
District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley said the morning of June
16 in clarifying the county's posi-
tion to lobby Newsom for local
control and grant an exemption
from the "variance criteria" set by
the state that Imperial County
simply cannot achieve with the
escalating spread of the virus 

Continued on page 5

A PAIR OF Calexico police officers apprehend a suspect in down-
town Calexico in a photo posted to the Calexico Police Officers'
Association Facebook page on May 12. COURTESY PHOTO



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

State prisons in Imperial
County are making positive
changes among inmates by teach-
ing art as a means to personal
development, says a local artist
instrumental in their instruction.

"The inmate population never
seems to cease to amaze me to
this day. All the time they have

by themselves benefits them. You
take something away and they
get something in return. They are
deep and introspective and draw
just from listening to you," said
Joe Gaxiola, who has taught art
in the prison system for the past
26 years. 

"I'm from Calexico and grad-
uated Calexico High School in
'76, and after I started at IVC and
ended up in a creative studies art

school and graduated with a
Bachelor of Art in painting and
art history in Santa Barbara," said
Gaxiola, but he strongly believes
that one doesn't have to be classi-
cally trained like him to be a
great artist.

"As a rambunctious boy, my
parents lost track of me during a
dinner and were scared when
they couldn't find me. They
found me drawing on the wall
with lipstick I found in a purse in
the kitchen. My mom taped
butcher paper to the wall and that
became my first canvas," Gaxiola
said as he recounted his first
memory as an artist.

He was always the "art guy"
in high school, designed floats,
yearbook, and any poster that
staff needed throughout his four
years at Calexico High.

Gaxiola credited his art
teacher at Imperial Valley
College, Juanita Lowe, with con-
vincing him to switch his major
from business to art, which dra-
matically changed the trajectory
of his life. 

"If it wasn't for her (Lowe), I
wouldn't be where I'm at now.
The new gallery at IVC is named

after her. She was such an influ-
ential person who taught me how

important it is to teach art,"
Gaxiola said.

"I consider myself as an
expressionist painter, and I am
doing some abstracts right now
for the first time in decades. I was
trained as a photorealist, which
uses a lot of trickery with layer-
ing shapes and hues. I decided to
paint in a more expressionistic
way. I was impressed as a young
man and realized how easy it
was, but found it to be very time
consuming," said Gaxiola when
describing his style of art.

"With a soft lead, a hard lead,
and a blender pencil, I could basi-
cally do a drawing that looks like
a black and white photo. It is time
consuming and that develops dis-
cipline. Once you are done it, is
exactly what you thought it was
gonna come out as," said
Gaxiola, who feels that even 40
years later he is never disappoint-
ed with the finished product of
his art, which he said is always
better than he could have envi-
sioned.

"I would never have got to
this point in my art if it wasn't for
my photorealistic training and the
freedom of expression I got from
other professors," Gaxiola said.

He was originally lured into
the prison system by a program
called "Arts in Corrections" and
worked there for 16 years until
the program was stopped during
the transition between Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger and
Gov. Jerry Brown. Gaxiola is
currently working to start an art
program at Centinela State
Prison, where he works.

"Later, I worked at CRC in a
program called the 'Actors' Gang'
started by actor Tim Robbins and
would supply backdrops and
props for inmates to use. This
program just got to Centinela
through the self-help program,"
Gaxiola said.

"At the program at CRC, I
would procure the talent from the
real world and bring it into the
prison like a voice coach, play-
wright, actors, ceramicists,
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Week of June 15th
Adult Anxiety and Depression Services

(Originally aired on July 2018)
The Adult Anxiety and Depression Clinics, located regionally in El

Centro, Brawley and Calexico, provide services to individuals diagnosed with
Depression, Anxiety or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). The Anxiety
and Depression Clinics strive to help individuals who meet criteria to find the
best way to manage stress and alleviate symptoms and impairments. Join us
as Marie Arroyo talks more in depth about the services that are provided to

adult populations through the clinics and how to access support for life-
affecting depression, anxiety and PTSD symptoms

Marie Arroyo, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Program Supervisor Adult Anxiety and Depression Clinic ICBHS-
Calexico

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 15 de junio 2020
Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión para Adultos

(Originalmente transmitido en julio 2018)
Las Clínicas de Ansiedad y Depresión para adultos, son localizadas regionalmente en
EL Centro, Brawley y Calexico, proveen servicios a individuos diagnosticados con
depresión, ansiedad o trastorno de esteres post traumático (TEPT). Las Clínicas de

Ansiedad y Depresión se esfuerza para ayudar a individuos que cumple con el criterio
para encontrarle la mejor manera para administrar el esteres y aliviar impedimentos y
síntomas. Únase a nosotros mientras Marie Arroyo, habla más en detalle sobre los ser-

vicios que son proveídos a la populación de adultos a través de las clínicas y como
acceder al soporte para la depresión, la ansiedad y los síntomas de TEPT que afectan la

vida.
Marie Arroyo, LMFT

Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Supervisora Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión ICBHS-Calexico

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JUNE 18: Caelynn Andrea Iten, Samantha Chimits, Ted Vogel,
Jovanney Predmore, Hartley Silva, Donnie Martinez
JUNE 19: Samara Aliya-Rain Nunez, Christina Pesqueira, Leo 
Allegranza, Payton Chase Iten, Jessica Seals, Melanie Strahm,
Sammy Byram
JUNE 20: Ryder Schaffner, Brandon Chimits
JUNE 21: Anna Bell Montenegro, Margaret McDonald†
JUNE 22: Shaina Strahm, Sterling Schaffner, Isaiah De La 
Rosa, LeAnn M.Wood Davis
JUNE 23: Becky Nilson†, Norman Chandler
JUNE 24: Bailey Dyann Young

Anniversaries

JUNE 18: Mr & Mrs. Walter Strahm
JUNE 19: Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schmidt
JUNE 20: Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Iten
JUNE 22: Mr. & Mrs. Matt Hester
JUNE 23: Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Rothfleisch, Mr. & Mrs. 
Taylor Banister
JUNE 24: Mr. & Mrs. Don Smedley

Local Artist Makes Life's Work
Teaching in State Prisons

IID com-
pletes

restoration
of electrical
system dam-

aged by
storm

Imperial Irrigation District
has completed restoration of the
2.5-mile span consisting of over
50 transmission and distribution
poles on its 92kv K-Line and
13.5kV distribution circuit sys-
tems damaged during a
microburst storm that occurred
June 5. 

A total of 1,839 IID cus-
tomers were affected when high
winds knocked down poles and
interrupted power service. The
utility quickly responded by dis-
patching its own crews and
brought in additional external
contractors emergency response
crews to make repairs and restore
service to the rural area outside
of Mecca, California. Despite the
significant damage to its infra-
structure, the district's quick
response restored power service
to almost 1,800 customers within
90 minutes of the outage.

"Implementing an emergency
response plan in a storm event
always has challenges, but coor-
dinating this type of effort in the
midst of a pandemic adds anoth-
er layer of complexity," said
Marilyn del Bosque Gilbert,
manager of IID's Energy
Department. "I commend our
employees, contractors and
emergency response partners for
their tireless effort, working
around the clock to restore criti-
cal services. I'd be remiss if I did
not acknowledge the gracious-
ness and patience of our cus-
tomers during an uncustomary
extended outage."

When compared to neighbor-
ing electrical utilities, IID's relia-
bility and outage restoration are
exemplary. The American Public
Power Association recently rec-
ognized the district with its pres-
tigious Reliable Public Power 

Continued on page  4

LOCAL ARTIST AND Calexico native Joe Gaxiola is shown
inside his art studio in El Centro. COURTESY PHOTO
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CityServe, Through Local Assembly Of God Network, Connects With Community 
BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Since the start of 2020,
some 10 Assembly of God
churches in the Imperial Valley
have teamed with Bakersfield-
based CityServe, a collabora-
tive network of churches and
community leaders, to provide
food and other essential items
to those most in need in the
community. 

"We really don't know the
need that is out there until we
talk and listen to the people,"
said Emilio Agundez, director
of the CityServe program at
Bethel Asamblea de Dios in El
Centro.  

"With CityServe distribu-
tion, we are now able to put
God's word to practice," Bethel
Asamblea de Dios Pastor John
Quinonez said. 

"Early 2020, through its
partnership with CityServe,
Bethel started distributing a
variety of merchandise for free
to help serve community needs.
The main purpose is not only to
deliver a service but to deliver
the Word and invite them to
church," Agundez said. 

CityServe gets overstocked
merchandise from big-box
stores such as Lowes and

Costco. This merchandise is
shipped to CityServe's main
hub in Bakersfield, which ships
out the items to regional distri-
bution centers. The Imperial
Valley has its own regional dis-
tribution center, where individ-
ual churches pick up items to
distribute to the needy.

"We are blessed to help
people," said Yolanda
Quinonez, wife to Pastor
Quinonez.

She described how the
church recently helped a young
family who had just moved to
an apartment and had no furni-
ture except a table and an air
mattress for their three kids.  

"We had an opportunity to
bless this family with a living
room set, bedroom set, TV
stand, well worth over $2,000,"
Agundez said. "It's an opportu-
nity to show the compassion of
God."

Due to a recent partnership
between CityServe and the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture, it was announced
May 21 that CityServe and its
partners would be designated
as a regional "Community of
Faith and Opportunity." 

Under that designation,
churches, as partners to
CityServe, are now able to dis-

tribute USDA food to the
needy, said Pastor Dan Bruce
of Faith Assembly of God in
Imperial and administrator for
the CityServe regional distribu-
tion center in the Imperial
Valley.

Due to COVID-19, many of
the food crops raised in the
U.S. have no market and now
through a grant, USDA and
CityServe are working together
to get this food to people in
need, Bruce said.

Through this partnership,
Bethel has had a weekly drive-
through distribution over the
last three weeks. The last distri-
bution on June 11 saw some
480 boxes of fruit and vegeta-
bles handed out at Bethel's
property at 1099 W. Pico Ave.
in El Centro. In addition, deliv-
eries were made to homes of
the sick or elderly who could
not come.  

"When we are notified by
the (regional distribution cen-
ter) that they have food, we
advertise it in Facebook,"
Agundez said.    

Barbara, a recipient of a box
of USDA commodities who did
not provide her last name, said
(translated from Spanish), "I
thank the church for giving at
this time of hardship to people
in need."

So far, it has only been fresh
fruit deliveries. "We are told
that vegetables and even meat
and cheese, and possibly dairy
are coming," Bruce said. 

"As far as Assembly of
God, we have been looking for
ways to give to the poor and
work with people who are
struggling and have been
addressing this but in small
ways. We now have 10
Assembly of God churches in
the Valley partnering with
CityServe," said Bruce, who
oversees all the Valley's
Assembly of God churches.

Bruce credits American
Honey, Ashurst Honey Co., and
Sierra Air with being able to
carry out CityServe's mission. 

"They probably would not
want any credit, but those are
the guys that help us distribute
(the truckloads) to the Valley.
These are businesspeople that
have really stepped up to help
the Valley," Bruce said, adding
they donate their facilities, their
labor and transportation.

"The food or supplies are a
tool to build relationships - fill
economic situations and their
emotional and spiritual needs
as well," Bruce explained.  

"In this day of mostly bad
news, quarantine, in our
nation," Bruce added, "we (the
church) get the privilege of
handing them a free gift and
showing kindness and hopeful-
ly we can restore their faith in
God and mankind as well."

painters anyone in the cre-
ative fields and the arts. I
worked at Centinela,
Ironwood, Chuckwalla,
Calipatria," Gaxiola said.

"Right now, I am working
at Centinela from within the
system planning operations.
Many artists have told me
they would feel uncomfort-
able working in the prison
system, but the way I see it is
my greatest benefactor as an
artist is the state of
California," laughed Gaxiola,
who recognized that in work-
ing for the state he has never
been asked me to sacrifice his
integrity as an artist.

To receive funding for his
upcoming program at
Centinela, Gaxiola will need
two self-taught artists to
assist him teaching the pro-
gram. He is having difficulty
finding teachers and encour-
ages anyone interested to
contact him through
Facebook.

Gaxiola works out of a
private art studio in El Center
on corner of Fifth and Main
streets on the second floor,
where he holds workshops
and creates art. 

A grateful community member picks up a 20-pound box of fruit
on June 4 at 1099 W. Pico Ave. in El Centro through the Bethel
Asamblea de Dios church. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Volunteers unload 20-pound boxes of fruit given to the needy on
June 4 at 1099 W. Pico Ave. in El Centro through the Bethel
Asamblea de Dios church. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Gaxiola................from page two
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other incidents, a rallying cry
from the Black Lives Matter
movement has been to defund
police departments.

Since Floyd died May 25,
Twitter has seen calls to defund
police increase to around 740,000
references as of June 8, according
to social analytics data in a recent
CNBC article on the defunding
movement.

In that same article, some 64
percent of Americans oppose
defunding police departments,
according to an ABC News/Ipsos
poll released June 12. 

Calls to defund police were
heard loud and clear during a
June 13 memorial for Floyd at
Bucklin Park in El Centro put on
by Imperial Valley Black Lives
Matter and the Imperial Valley
Social Justice Committee, a fol-
low-up event to the police brutal-
ity awareness event on the steps
of the Imperial County
Courthouse held two week earli-
er.

Local Black Lives Matter
leaders and other social activists
were interviewed on their views
on the issue, as was a police ser-
geant and police union official.
The sides were clearly divided in
their opinions, but they came
together on certain things, like
the idea of seeing mental-health
professionals or people trained in
mental health-related response
paired with police.

"I am all for reallocating
funds from the police depart-
ment. The money that the police
department receives should not
be used for any … military equip-
ment. That money should be real-
located for the community, par-
ticularly for mental health servic-
es. We have a lot of people out
there who need mental health
services," said Hilton Smith, a
coordinator for Imperial Valley
Black Lives Matter and a retired

30-year veteran of the Imperial
County Sheriff's Department.

When an officer goes to a
call and deals with a person who
is mentally distressed, the officer
is not medically trained to deal
with that person, Smith said. 

"So many deaths that occur
happen when an officer is not
trained for the circumstance, they
end up using deadly force. If all
you've got is a hammer, every-
thing looks like a nail," Smith
said.

He feels the best-case sce-
nario would have mental-health
professionals and police officers
responding to these types of calls
together.

"Police should be guardians
of the community. They should
not be warriors, and we don't
want to continue funding the mil-
itarization of our police force. We
want to reallocate those funds
into different community alterna-
tives in creating a whole new sys-
tem that is about protecting and
serving," said Aeiramique Glass
Blake, executive director of
Generation Justice.

Her organization is a San
Diego-based youth-led activism
and advocacy organization.
Blake said she feels police should
only be out in the community
when there is a problem commu-
nity members cannot solve them-
selves.

"Reallocating funding from
police to mental-health services
would create a de-escalation in
police brutality," Blake said.

Calexico police Sgt. Sean
Acuña agrees with the idea of
pairing cops and mental health
professionals; he's seen it work in
other communities. As president
of the Calexico Police Officers'
Association, he is an advocate for
anything that would better train
police officers, but defunding
departments is not the answer.

"I totally disagree with
defunding the police. It makes no
sense and is something that is
extreme. I don't think protestors
mean that. Look at Seattle. They
have a six-block section taken
over by a radical group.
Defunding is not the answer,"
Acuña said, referencing an ongo-
ing incident that began June 8 in
Washington state where protes-
tors expelled police from a sec-
tion of Seattle and dubbed the
area, "Capitol Hill Autonomous
Zone." 

"If anything, there needs to
be more police and more training.
When you have a well-trained
department, you have a well-dis-
ciplined one. They go hand in
hand. Training is important
because laws are constantly in
change. A major erosion of public
trust and whatever we have
gained has … to be rebuilt
again," Acuña said.

"I think what they (demon-
strators and defunding advocates)
mean is reallocating, and when
you do that, you short-hand the
police. Thank God in the
Imperial Valley we have not had
the same type of situations that
bigger cities have had like San
Diego and Los Angeles. When
there is a protest, it should be
peaceful," the sergeant said.

Through Police Officer
Standards and Training (the
state's peace officer training pro-
gram), officers
are required to
do an annual
" p e r i s h a b l e "
skills course
that requires
driving tactics,
baton, defensive
tactics, and
more, for a full
40-hour week,
Acuña said.

"All the

police reforms are great for the
compliant person, but nobody has
talked about the non-compliant
person. There has to be police
reforms, but we've come a long
way from before. Anytime there
is use of force, it has to be report-
ed by the officer. The body cam-
eras are the biggest things that
show what occurred," said
Acuña.

He said he thinks that some
type of training or education for
youths in the community is need-
ed that shows them how to con-
duct themselves when they
encounter police. He believes
such training would prevent most
police encounters that require use
of force.

"All these situations could
have been avoided if the person
complied. It's a lack of respect for
the law. Ninety-nine percent of
the time police officers do the
right thing. You'll never rid all

police brutality or instances of
misconduct because they (offi-
cers) are human," Acuña said.

When asked about local
police departments' ability to
help people who are suffering
from mental illness, Acuña
agreed with Smith.

"San Diego County has got
a great Psychiatric Evaluation
Response Team. Civilians ride
along with police officers
responding to mental health calls
and (a) PERT officer evaluates
the person in question. (The) offi-
cer is there as a security. Police
officers in the PERT team go
through 40 extra hours of train-
ing," Acuña said.

Acuna feels the PERT pro-
gram works well in San Diego
County, and he said he would be
happy to see the program enacted
at law enforcement agencies in
the Imperial Valley.
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Ida Mae Claybrook
July 5, 1936 - June 10, 2020

Ida Mae Claybrook passed away on June 10, 2020. Ida
was born in El Centro California to James Carson and
Edna Gunn Carson. 

Ida attended school in El Centro and graduated from
Holtville High in 1955.  Ida was a member of Jobs
Daughters and participated in 4H sewing and raising
steers.  She was a cowgirl at heart and loved riding and
taking care of horses.

Ida met the love of her life Ronald Claybrook on a Blind
date. She was 16 and he was 17. Shortly after, they tried
to elope to Yuma, but the sheriff called her dad and it was

stopped. Nevertheless, they soon married on March 14th,
1954. They were married for 65 years.

Ida was involved in the community. She was a member of Beta Sigma Phi sorority
and held offices in the Holtville Jr. and Sr. Woman's Clubs. She was also active in
the Native Daughters of California.

Ida's careers were in Childcare, and the produce industry. She worked in Holtville
Carrot sheds as a sorter., Holtville Veg Vac Cooling as a weighmaster, and as a truck
dispatcher in Firebaugh, CA.

Ida followed her husband on all his adventures. They loved camping in the desert,
the beaches of Mexico, and the beautiful Colorado Rocky Mountains.  They loved
houseboating, traveling to many places all over the world. She was also an avid
reader and always had a book in hand. 

Ida's nickname (CB handle) was "Smiley".  She brought a smile to everyone she
met, had a fun-loving spirit, and was a true romantic.
She was preceded in death by her husband Ronald Claybrook, brothers Col. Jim
Carson and Kit Carson. 

Ida is survived by daughters, Ronda (Hal) King, Rhoda Claybrook, Renita and
(Rudy) Schaffner, Gandchildren, Ian and (Brittni) King, Skyler and (Carol)
King,Chase and (Renee) Schaffner, Clay Gudde, Great Grandsons, Milo King, Joel
Gomez

Raul Alaniz
2/16/67 - 6/10/20

Raul Alaniz passed away June 10th, 2020 in his
home in El Centro, CA due to the COVID 19 Virus. He
was 53 years old. 

Raul was born on February 16, 1967 in Mexicali,
Baja California to Edward and Francisca Alaniz. He
grew up in Holtville with his little sister Rosa. He
attended Holtville schools & graduated from Holtville
High School in 1985. Friends and family remember
him being very intelligent, especially in math, and
maintained a 4.0 in high school. He was also a member
of the track & field team, as well as wrestling team. 

In 1986 his only daughter Rebecca was born. He
raised her as a single father, making sure her needs
were always met. She knew she would always be loved

& supported by her daddy. He volunteered at her school functions, was in the stands
for band competitions and performances, and cheered her on in her sport activities. 

No matter which company he worked for, he almost always worked as an
accountant or bookkeeper. He loved his work because he loved numbers - something
he passed down to his daughter as well. He loved to brag about excel charts and
graphs, and always had a system for bills and finances at home. 

He loved tattoos and enjoyed finding new ideas for the next one he'd get. He also
loved all the dogs & cats he ever owned. In his free time he liked to go to San Diego
for the swap meets, and every summer he would plan trips to the Del Mar Fair, Sea
World, or Disneyland with his wife and their grandchildren. He also attended lots of
concerts with his wife. But his favorite thing of all was just sitting in his favorite
recliner, relaxing with a can of Coca-Cola, and watching reruns of Law & Order or
the marathon run of The Godfather. It has given our family some peace knowing he
was doing what he loved the most when he passed away. 

He was preceded in death by his father Edward Alaniz. He is survived by his
mother Francisca Alaniz, sister & brother-in-law Rosa & Jared Everson, daughter
Rebecca, wife of 15 years Ana Barraza, step-children
Jesus, Joel, Jenny, Karen, Yessenia, grandchildren
Alexander, Anastasia, Aaliyah, Aaron, Andrew Aiden,
Valerie, Natalie, Martin, Roxy, Danny, and one more
baby girl on the way. 

At his daughter's request, viewing will be held on
June 21st, 2020 - so appropriately on Father's Day -
at Frye Chapel in Brawley, CA from 6pm - 9pm. 

The family understands that visiting may be diffi-
cult due to the virus, but if you may choose to come,
please bring a mask to wear & stay socially distanced. 

Defunding...............................................................................from page one



locally.
As of the morning of June

17, Imperial County was No. 1 in
the state for the last two weeks
with 1,473 cases of coronavirus
per 100,000 residents, some
three times higher than Kings
County, which was in a distant
second.

This also comes as Imperial
County's seven-day average of
those testing positive for the
virus was more than 23 percent
on June 17, well above the 8-per-
cent seven day average Imperial
must achieve to allow it to move
to a higher stage of opening cer-
tain businesses and allowing
other practices that are now
resuming throughout much of
California.

So far, 54 Imperial County
residents have died, nearly 4,500
total positive cases have been
recorded, there were 986 active
cases, and just over 21,000 peo-
ple have been tested in the
Valley, as of June 17. There were
18 COVID patients in the inten-
sive-care units of both hospitals,
with no ICU space left, and 78
total hospitalized COVID
patients, again as of June 17.

Kelley, during his board
member comments at the weekly
Board of Supervisors meeting
June 16, attempted to clarify
some of his comments from June
3 when he first asked for the
county board to request local
control of the governor through a
letter.

Before Kelley spoke, more
than 10 Imperial County resi-
dents, many apparently aligned
with the new Imperial Valley
Equity and Justice Coalition that
sent out its own letter to the gov-
ernor June 5 and again June 8
refuting the county's initial letter,
flooded the phone lines during
public comment to admonish the
county for call for "local con-
trol."

Our letter to the governor
was "asking for local control to
exercise how we feel our condi-
tions can be applied most effec-
tively, and we have a very
knowledgeable group of people
at the Public Health Department
and with the county government
that can make those decisions,"
Kelley said.

"Too often, Imperial County
is dismissed as not having the
competency or not having the
expertise to be able to govern
itself, and others advocate that
we need to have somebody over
our shoulder whenever we want
to make determinations about
our area," he said.

"In this regard, the county
was not advocating for a general
opening, but was advocating for
the ability to, as the governor
mentioned, (have) 'localism' to
be applied, and allow us to
implement as we saw our com-
munity ready to implement.

"There have been changes

in the past two weeks. I acknowl-
edge the numbers are significant-
ly different then they were two
weeks ago, but they were still
bad two weeks ago," Kelley said.

He said the county was not
advocating for a full re-opening
of its businesses then, nor is it
now, as the county would not
have met the state's variance cri-
teria for epidemiological stability
at either point.

Kelley said in requesting
such local control, "we are not
jeopardizing any federal or state
funding."

"We were only asking that
our county be able to have the
authority to, as was mentioned
by our governor," to be able to
move for on the state Roadmap
to Recovery with all the neces-
sary "safety protections and pre-
cautions in place," Kelley said.

He said he acknowledges
and understands the disagree-
ments the callers on public com-
ment have, and he has heard the
comments from those out in the
community through letters,
emails, and personal conversa-
tions. He also understands his
words might have been misun-
derstood when he said we have
to learn to live with the disease,
"but I put in context what was
not discussed."

Kelley spoke of all the
essential workers who have been
working through the viral condi-
tions all along, undertaking city
services that have remained
ongoing and working at stores
where residents have gone to
shop for their necessities.

He said he appreciates the
assistance the state has given the
local government and public
health and hospitals as far as per-
sonal protection supplies, testing
materials, and personnel from
the state and federal levels to
treat the infirmed.

But he said more is needed.
The situation here is that critical,
and "local control" is a part of
that "because I'm looking down-
stream," Kelley said.

"I'm looking at the social
impacts, what has happened with
a closed community. We all have
to take our own protections and
pre-cautions and protect our-
selves and our family. But this
isn't going to go away, and we
have to be able to re-open … this
is not about business, this is
about the social fabric of our
community," Kelley said.

He said the many of the
social safety-net programs con-
tained within March 27's federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES
Act) are set to expire on July 31. 

Imperial County had high
unemployment in mid-March,
and that has only gotten worse
and will be some time before it
even returns to those mid-March
levels. He said the county needs
to be prepared for that.

Kelley said he worries
about the community, about
"alcoholism, domestic violence,
the family structure, all the
stress."

"It weighs on me every sin-
gle day," Kelley said. He added
the Valley needs to dictate its
own re-opening that makes sense
and "fits our needs," not
"leapfrog" the state or advance
past what anyone else is doing.

I.V. Equity and Justice
Coalition Hears Kelley, Still
Disagrees

Calexico resident Luis
Flores said he was "surprised"
and "frustrated" by Kelley's
lengthy response and clarifica-
tion when contacted June 17.

Flores, who with about nine
other like-minded friends of his,
crafted the letter making the
rounds that opposes the county's
call for local control. His group's
letter/petition had around 1,800
signatures as of June 17.

He called Kelley's response
"transparent," but stopped short
of saying it was disingenuous.

Flores said the early letter
from the county made no refer-
ence to the spike in cases being
experienced two weeks ago, and
he doesn't think Kelley adequate-
ly made reference to the spike
and surge of cases being experi-
enced today.

He said it was clear then
that the initial county letter was
about economics and he thinks
that continues to be the case.

One of the reasons his
group has such a problem with
this idea of local control and the
idea that there are public health
officials in place to make the
right decisions is a "lack of
capacity."

Flores does not believe
there are the right people in place
to make those decisions. He
points to a part-time public
health officer in Dr. Stephen
Munday and a county Public
Health Department director in
Jeanette Angulo, who has a mas-
ter's degree in public administra-
tion, not a "relevant public health
degree."

"I'm suspicious" of local
control given local and state
tracks records on how public
health issues have been handled
in the county now and in the
past," Flores said.

His group's letter was a
statement of "crisis" and to reach
out for more resources to help
stem the disease and spread of
the virus, something that his
group feels is not the county's
main concern.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2020

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR&R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment) states
rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the Consumer Price
Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States
Department of Labor and changes in cost for processing and state reg-
ulatory mandates.

A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for pub-
lic review at City Hall. If additional information is required, please
call the Finance Department at 760-356-2912.

May 21, 2020
June 18, 2020                                                          Legal 8950

COVID 19................................from page one Ag....................from page one

come from the food service
sector because it is the largest
consumer of leafy greens.

"Restaurants and cruise
lines are a big segment of our
business, and they have been
wiped out. We are trying to figure
out how to adjust acreage to get
back to normal. Commodities
involved in salad bar items are
about 50 percent down," he
explained.

Projecting the demand
retailers will have to fill contracts
in the future is the most difficult
challenge facing local farmers
when deciding whether to plant
or not. 

"We are going to be down
on acres on every commodity.
The acres won't be what they will
be before spinach and spring mix
sales to the big food-service
industries are down 40 to 60 per-
cent. Grocery stores have been
doing well but did not pick up
enough to cover food-service
losses," Vessey said. 

Some types of produce have
done well because of the pan-
demic, while other types have
fallen off the map in terms of
sales.

"A lot of the staples like car-
rots, potatoes, and onions went
through the food in demand
because people can store them.
Kids staying at home makes par-
ents want to have things on their
shelves that will last. On the
other hand, leafy greens have
taken a hit of over 50 percent in
sales," Vessey said, implying
their more perishable nature
makes them less desirable for the
home buyer.

Farming is always a risky
business, but the conundrum
local farmers find themselves in
today is harder to navigate than in
previous years. Most farmers
work with or for a Northern
California-based farming proces-
sor or marketer in financing their
operations and must work with
them in deciding if making a
profit is viable in the current mar-
ket.

"Salinas-based shippers and
processors account for contracts
for most of the produce acres in
the Valley. We are hoping that it
picks up by planting time from
September to February so that we
can get something going. The
risk is that if we plan and the
market goes down, we won't even
be able to harvest the crop,"
Vessey said.

Vessey is a joint-venture
partner and shares ownership and
the initial investment of his crop
with his distributor.

"Together we decide to plant
in order to meet the appropriate
demand. We are talking weekly
about spring mix. I spent money
to prepare ground for planting.
We flood every field before we
plant to leach the salt. We are
dragging our feet to stay behind
instead of ahead, which is not
normal," Vessey said of the
extensive preparation each
farmer must undergo months in
advance of planting.

"Every year there is a curve
ball in farming. It can come from
trade wars, increasing cost of
labor, new regulations surround-
ing pesticides. This year the
curve ball from the pandemic is
bigger than ever," said Kay Day
Pricola, executive director of the
Imperial Valley Vegetable
Growers Association.

Cattle is the biggest industry
in the Imperial Valley. So far,
because of COVID, the local cat-
tle industry has had issues pro-
cessing, milk is being dumped
because schools are closed, and
less alfalfa is being purchased to
feed next year's cattle, Pricola
said.

Farmers normally schedule
what they will plant two years in
advance, but recent changes in
the market are requiring farmers
to have a greater degree of flexi-
bility in projecting their future.

"Farmers started planning
only one year in advance last year
because of E. coli in romaine.
Many decided not to do romaine.
With the outbreak, farmers are
having to wait to the last minute
in deciding what to plant based
on the market," said Pricola.

When deciding what to plan,
farmers must consider if schools
and restaurants will open or even
if COVID could make a resur-
gence, she explained.

"If they invest now and the
market crashes, farmers won't be
able to harvest. Farming is the
biggest gamble of all," said
Pricola, highlighting that the
biggest variables in farming are
weather and market volatility.

"Some farmers go broke and
others make it. There is big
money every season. Because of
our diversified crops in the
Imperial Valley, we are usually
OK. Like we always, have farm-
ers will adapt," Pricola said.

Vessey also kept a positive
outlook for the future of farming.

"As an industry we are
going to make it through this, and
when it gets back to normal, we
are going to be able to fill the
marketplace," Vessey said.



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Billed as a memorial to
George Floyd with a poignant
moment of silence that lasted 8
minutes, 46 seconds, the amount
of time a Minneapolis police
officer kneeled on Floyd's neck
that led to his death, the June 13
event at Bucklin Park had a
much different feel than its pred-
ecessor two weeks earlier.

The weekend event in El
Centro's central park had more
of a feel of a call to arms and a
call to action then the June 1
rally on the steps of the Imperial
County Courthouse, where more
than 400 members of the com-
munity and local law enforce-
ment officials gathered to peace-
fully demonstrate against police
brutality. 

This time around, the
Imperial Valley Social Justice
Committee and the local Black
Lives Matter movement were
looking more toward enacting
change than simply bringing
about awareness. 

"At the first protest, it
seemed like the organizers just
wanted to see who would show
up. Now it feels like they want
to see who will get involved,"
said Juan Andres Real, 22, a San

Diego State University-Imperial
Valley campus criminal-justice
major who volunteered to help
during the June 13 gathering.

"A lot of people feel like
we are disconnected because we
(Imperial Valley) are a rural
community. We see things hap-
pened in San Diego, LA or New
York and think we are isolated.
We feel like our voice doesn't
matter much, but it does," said
Real, who is contemplating run-
ning for the Imperial Unified
School District board in the next
election.

Real said his first step to
enact change was to get more
informed. It was early in the
June 13 event that he learned of
four local men who died during
Imperial County law enforce-
ment-related actions.

At the rally, I.V. Social
Justice Committee chairperson
Marlene Thomas shared the sto-
ries of Tommy Yancy, Adrian
Parra, Edmund "Bubba"
Gutierrez and Charles Sampson,
all of whom lost their lives while
either in the custody of local law
enforcement officers or during
traffic stops in the Imperial
Valley. When Thomas asked
members of the crowd who was
aware of all four incidents, only
one among the 200 people raised

a hand. 

"What was different about
tonight was that those present
have reflected and looked into
the mirror. These young people
out here want to make a change.
I have had at least four people
come up to me and say that they
want to run for office," said
Thomas.

"There was definitely a dif-
ference in attendance today.
This time it was activism time,
time to get organized, get sys-
tematic, rally around the cause
and be more intentional in what
we are trying to do, like educat-
ing people about their rights,
teaching them how to vote and
getting people into office," said
Elijah Bañaga, organizer of the
Collective Movement, an
Imperial Valley-based, faith-
based social justice group.

"We brought people down
from San Diego that are teach-
ing us. We are being systematic
in creating change in the
Imperial Valley and getting con-
nected to the larger movement,"
Bañaga said.

"I teach young people
about restorative justice, which
is an alternative to our punitive
justice system. We've been
around before George Floyd
because there have been many
George Floyds," said
Aeiramique Glass Blake, execu-
tive director of Generation
Justice, a San Diego-based
youth-led activism and advoca-
cy organization that attended the
protest to support, offer guid-
ance and speak during the rally.

Generation Justice centers
its work around helping young
people in advocating, doing
activism work, and organizing
their communities and their
schools around criminal justice
reform, Blake said.

"Most recently, we just got
a resolution passed with San
Diego Democratic Central
Committee to no longer take
money from police unions or
police associations. We know

that it is a huge conflict of inter-
est that our political system is so
interconnected with our police
system," Blake said.

When politicians and dis-
trict attorneys are funded by
police unions, they are less like-
ly to take action against crimi-
nally accused officers, she
added. 

"I have met with many law
enforcement leaders in the
Imperial Valley, and I can tell
you that people here are more
progressive and ahead of other
communities, but you still are
not where you need to be and
there has been trust broken in
the cases of locals being beaten
or killed by police that were
mentioned during the protest,"
said Blake, whose stated mis-
sion in attending the event was
to give local youths tools to
enact change in their communi-
ties.

"A lot of people were
asleep before George Floyd, not
because these things weren't
happening, but because before
the pandemic everyone could
sweep things under the rug. A lot
of young people have the ability
to say we are not gonna play by
your rules, continue to allow

you to have your knees on our
necks, harm us or brutalize us in
any way. We are going to fight,
and we have the energy to do it,"
Blake said. 

During the protest, Mark
Wheeler, SDSU-IV's new asso-
ciate dean of academic affairs,
spoke in support of the BLM
movement and announced that
SDSU has made a requirement
for all criminal-justice majors to
take an African-American law
studies course.

The event ended with a
silent candlelight vigil for Floyd
during which everyone in atten-
dance held up an electric candle
for 8 minutes, 46 seconds.

"This memorial showed
people how long the 8-minute,
46 seconds George Floyd had a
knee on his neck actually was.
I'm glad the young people came
out tonight to show their solidar-
ity and their demand for justice
and equality," said Hilton Smith,
a coordinator for Imperial Valley
Black Lives Matter.

Black Lives Matter and the
I.V. Social Justice Committee
are planning their next demon-
stration for some time in early
July.
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BLM, Social Justice Demonstrators Ready to Take Action After Bucklin Park Rally

DEMONSTRATORS RAISE THEIR fists in the air during a
memorial event and call to action for George Floyd, who was
killed by a Minneapolis police officer who kneeled on his neck for
8 minutes, 46 seconds, which also the name given to the June 13
event at Bucklin Park in El Centro put on by the Imperial Valley
Social Justice Committee and the local Black Lives Matter move-
ment. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

PASTOR ELIJAH Bañaga from the Collective Movement speaks
during a memorial event and call to action for George Floyd held
June 13 in Bucklin Park in El Centro. The event was staged by the
Imperial Valley Social Justice Committee and the local Black
Lives Matter movement. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
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a recent interview.
Permitting, environmental

analysis and other work was
completed by 2006 in anticipa-
tion of funding for the wetlands
project was never realized
because of the nation's economic
downturn at the time, he said.

A decade later, in February
2016, the city learned of an
opportunity from the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation to
finance the project and began
reviving it and figuring out how
to secure funding. 

The bureau contacted the
city about utilizing a $2.966 mil-
lion grant to finance construction
of the wetlands along the Alamo
River west of Holtville. Some
$117,500 of grant funds were

allocated for preparation and
permits for the project and the
remaining $2,848,500 was to be
utilized for construction costs.

Since its longtime incep-
tion, the city, the Imperial
Irrigation District, the county of
Imperial, the Salton Sea
Authority, local conservation
group Desert Wildlife Unlimited
and Bureau of Reclamation have
worked in collaboration to see
the wetlands project through,
Wells said.

A May 17, 2017, report to
the city of Holtville stated that in
the early 2000s, Bureau of
Reclamation deeded 15 acres of
wetlands to the city, IID deeded
16 acres, and the city acquired
the remaining 26 acres needed to

support the project. 
The report said the 57.71-

acre project is located on one of
36 sites identified for "water
quality improvement" on the
New and Alamo rivers.

The 2017 report stated that
the Holtville City Council select-
ed George Cairo Engineering of
Imperial as the engineering con-
sultant for the project, with a
price tag of $164,848. The city
expected the design to be com-
pleted by the end of that year.

Three years later the design
for the wetlands project has yet
to be presented to the City
Council by George Cairo
Engineering.

"The design crew has been
slower than hell. They are three

years overdue and they are doing
a very bad job. The excuses they
have given us are not good. We
have considered doing more
drastic things, but it's very diffi-
cult to say we should start all
over. We are at their mercy at
this point," said a disappointed
Wells during a June 16 inter-
view.

George Cairo Engineering
has told the city it is in the final
stages of completing the design
of the project, Wells said, and
that once the firm finishes, a bid
will go out to contractors to
compete for the project.

After several attempts, a
Holtville Tribune reporter was
unable to contact a representa-
tive from the George Cairo
Engineering firm. Wells said it is
not uncommon for the engineer-
ing firm to take two weeks to
return his calls.

City officials have talked
about timelines for the project
once the design is finished and
construction begins. Wells said
that could be six months to a
year, but he is unsure of specifics
because the city needs the design
plans to determine that.

When completed, the wet-
lands project will add to the
city's trail system.

"We have a trail system in
Holtville that makes a circle
starting at the skate park, passing
under the railroad tracks and
ending at the city sidewalk sys-
tem around where the new
Dollar General is located," Wells
said.

At this point, the trail sys-
tem is designed; it's only concep-
tual but it sounds like something
we will do once this project is
complete," Wells said.

THE HOLTVILLE WETLANDS project's 15-year journey to completion continues to be delayed
by an engineering firm two years behind in finishing its design work so the city can fully utilize
nearly $3 million in federal funding to develop the project. The wetlands are also a key component
of the city’s popular trail system that includes the Mellinger Alamo River Trail, that once complete
will give nature lovers and pedestrians an off-shoot trail through the wetlands that links back up
with the city sidewalk system from which walkers can navigate through all of Holtville. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Association recently recog-
nized the district with its presti-
gious Reliable Public Power
Provider designation at the
Diamond Level, the highest
achievement possible. The pro-
gram recognizes utilities that
demonstrate high proficiency in
reliability, safety, workforce devel-
opment, and system improvement.
Contrary to the district's reputable
response times, approximately 17
residential customers were left
without power for the majority of
the week. To mitigate the delay, IID
provided impacted residential cus-
tomers with temporary generators
until full restoration could be
achieved.

The 13.5 kV circuit was
restored as of 7:45 p.m. and the K-
line restored by 11:18 p.m. on June
13. Crews continue to work to
clean up the debris associated with
the damage in the area.

"We regret that a small pro-
portion of affected customers had
to wait longer than desired for
power to be restored," said Gilbert.
"The time it took to achieve full
restoration fell a little short of the
high standards of service we hold
ourselves to.  Now that the system
is restored, our response to this
event will be analyzed to identify
opportunities for improvement,
including the frequency and extent
of communication with our cus-
tomers. IID strives to be a utility
our customers trust and respect."

The IID Board of Directors
adopted an emergency resolution
on June 10 due to the severity of
the windstorm damage. Although
this temporary restoration effort
returned service to customers as
quickly as possible, additional per-
manent repairs are required on the
42-mile span of the K-line to
ensure system integrity and to
address the harsh environmental
conditions.

IID will seek grant funds
from the California Office of
Emergency Services to assist with
a resilient plan to prevent events
like these from happening.
Restoration costs are estimated to
be in the tens of millions. 

IID....from page two
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-290
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Imperial Valley Chrysler Jeep
Dodge Ram
Imperial Valley Jeep
2329 Highway 86
Imperial, CA 92251
619-987-3545
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
1411 S 22nd Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
Andrew’s California Auto Group
Inc
1411 S 22nd Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: 
A Corporation
Articles of Incorporation:
C4562332
Registrants commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: May 19, 2020

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  David Merrill,
Director
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State of a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 20,
2020.
NOTICE: A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration
date. This statement expires on:
May 19, 2025. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8958       
Publish: June 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
LEON M. LESICKA, aka LEON
LESICKA
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000730
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  LEON M. LESICKA,
aka LEON LESICKA Petition
for Probate has been filed by:
Kathleen Lesicka Abubo, aka
Kathy L. Abubo, aka Kathleen
J. Abubo, Kathleen Abubo, aka
Kathy Abubo in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Kathleen Lesicka Abubo,
aka Kathy L. Abubo, aka
Kathleen J. Abubo, Kathleen
Abubo, aka Kathy Abubo be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: June 26, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial

939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent,  you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed: June 9, 2020  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By  Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6344  
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, 2020
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-299
The following person is conducting
business as:
Cynthia’s Flower Connection
739 N Imperial Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Imperial County
760-370-3222
Mailing Address:
739 N Imperial Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Cynthia Derma

526 Lee Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: A
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
June 8, 1992
I, Cynthia A. Derma, Owner
Declare that all of the information in
this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Cynthia A. Derma
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 26,  2020.
NOTICE:  A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date. This
statement expires on: May 25, 2025.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8957      
Publish: May 21, 28, June 4, 11,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-244
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Two Sisters
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
760-960-5896
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Robin Cartee
2096 Murray Drive

Holtville, CA 92250
Carly Schaffner
1590 Worthington
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrants have not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I, Robin Cartee, Partner Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature:  Robin Cartee, Partner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 24,  2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
May 24, 2025. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  8951      
Publish: May 21, 28, June 4, 11,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-281
The following person is conducting
business as:
Donut Ave #101
583 Pine Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
760-356-5583
Mailing Address:
1018 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Huot Sim

1148 Paseo De Su Majestad
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
Not Applicable
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Huot Sim, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another

under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 15,  2020.
NOTICE:  A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date. This
statement expires on: May 14, 2025.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8962     
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, and July 2,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Esther E. Villalobos a/k/a/ Esther
Villalobos
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000728
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Esther
E. Villalobos a/k/a/ Esther
Villalobos
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Michelle Villalobos in the
Superior Court of California, County
of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Michelle Villalobos be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested

persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: June 19, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,  you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California

Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charles G. Johnson and Vance B.
McAlister
Ewing, Johnson & Graves
636 State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-6371
Filed: June 4, 2020  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By  Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6343    
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, 2020
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