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Trinity Baptist Pastor, His Wife Recover From COVID-19
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

For Imperial Valley residents
who think living in a small com-
munity protects them from the
ravages of COVID-19, Holtville
Trinity Baptist Church Pastor
Richard Moore shared an experi-
ence that paints another picture.

"You've heard about the dry
cough? I tell you that cough is
relentless, and it doesn't let you
go. I am still not 100 percent on

an oximeter machine. I am aver-
aging 95 percent now. At my
lowest I was at 80 percent. When
I got oxygen deprivation there
were times I couldn't think and
would take 25 minutes to send a
text message," said Moore during
a June 23 interview.

"On May 28, during a
Thursday night church service
(held via Zoom), I started having
allergies and a little bit of a
cough, then started running a
fever. I thought, 'oh my good-

ness, this is COVID,'" said
Moore, who immediately went
home and contacted Dr. Tien Vo
to get tested.

"I knew Dr. Vo because I
prayed before meetings he held
informing the community about
COVID. After I got tested, he
called me back and told me I was
positive. I took me 22 days to get
over it," said Moore, who attrib-
uted his ability to recover at
home in leu of a hospital visit to
Vo's prescription.

"Dr. Vo prescribed
(hydro)chloroquine, a Z-pack
(antibiotic azithromycin) and
aspirin. I also took zinc, vitamins
C and B1 and ibuprofen, which
helped with pain and fever.
Those are the things that helped
me and kept me out of the hospi-
tal," said Moore, who felt that
two weeks of his life were gone.

"I lost 20 pounds and couldn't
eat for 14 days. One of my
favorite foods is eggs, and I
couldn't even eat that. Now on
Day 27, I'm better but still recov-
ering and out of quarantine," said
Moore, whose caretaker and
wife, Tammy Moore, contracted
the virus from him. The pastor
said his wife's quarantine ended
June 23.

Throughout the storm in
Moore's personal life, his flock
did not forget about their shep-
herd.

"The city heard we got
COVID and brought food by.
Family members and church
members brought food by at their
own risk. They would run up to
the door, ring the bell and run
away. Unfortunately, I couldn't
eat for two weeks. Not even cof-
fee. Thank God I can drink cof-
fee again," Moore laughed.

Eight to 10 members of
Moore's congregation with
whom he had had no contact
have 
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Trinity Baptist Church in Holtville is shown at 722 E. Sixth St. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Holtville's Trinity Baptist
Constructs New Building;
Not Quite Done

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Trinity Baptist funded and
built a massive community hall
for its church that when complet-
ed will offer a host of new
amenities to Holtville.

"We are getting closer to fin-
ishing the new building. We
(Trinity Baptist) are paying for it
all and doing all of the work our-
selves," said Pastor Richard
Moore, before explaining
Duggins Construction Co. start-
ed the exterior of the project and
congregation members are cur-
rently completing the interior
work.

"The building would be fin-
ished by now, but we had delays
caused by the pandemic for all
sort of reasons. I expect the
building to be completed before
the end of the year," said Moore,
who said he leaves the ultimate
timing of the completion of the
project up to the Lord.

With more than 5,000 square
feet on the first floor of a 27-
feet-tall, two-story building, the
gymnasium-like structure will be
able to accommodate more than
300 people, excluding current
social-distancing guidelines,
Moore said.

"The new building has a
large cooled gym that youth in
Holtville will able to use to play
basketball or volleyball and just
cool off in the summer if they
need to do that," Moore said.

"The kitchen, bathroom,
electrical and several other inte-
rior components of the structure

still need to be finished. When
the new building is completed,
we could go up from hosting in-
person services from 40 to 100
people under the current
(COVID) standards for churches
as set forth by the state," Moore
said.

Services at Trinity Baptist
are currently taking place, but
they are not worshiping as usual. 

"We opened back up on
Father's Day but following the
state and county guidelines. The
church says we can have 50 peo-
ple. To be safe (we) only have
40," said church secretary Lynne
Ming, adding that before
COVID-19, the church auditori-
um held 160.

The kitchen in the new build-
ing will be certified by the coun-
ty and will be able to help pro-
viding meals to residents in
Holtville if the economic crisis
resulting from the pandemic get
worse, Moore said. 

"If things get worse, we will
be able to help Holtville. It's all
about helping people and loving
people," Moore said. 

Trinity Baptist Church is
located at 722 E. Sixth St.

90 COVID Cases Current
Among County Nursing
Home Residents, Staff

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN

A COVID outbreak inside Brawley's Imperial
Heights Healthcare and Wellness Centre reported
among residents there late last week appears to be
just a fraction of the cluster of coronavirus cases
tied to Imperial County skilled-nursing facilities as
of June 22, according to county Public Health
Department officials.

Some 19 residents, including four patients who
have been hospitalized outside of Imperial County
for more specialized treatment, were identified dur-
ing an interview with Imperial Heights' medical
director, Dr. George Fareed, on June 19.

However, in clarifying the spread of COVID-19
among skilled-nursing facilities in Imperial County, 

Continued on page 6

Personal Fireworks
Usage Expected To
Rise July 4

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Local use of legal and illegal fireworks is
expected to rise this year as Imperial Valley’s
largest single-day event, the Freedom Fest fire-
works show at Imperial Valley College, has been
cancelled due to social-distancing risks, Calexico
Fire Department Chief Diego Favila said June 23.

“What a better way to support your local non-
profit by purchasing fireworks from their stands to
celebrate your independence, as long as you prac-
tice appropriate social distance, avoid large family
gatherings and follow recommended fire-safety
measures,” Favila said.

KXO Radio’s June 16 announcement cancelling
Freedom Fest, which drew 60,000 attendees last 

Continued on page 2



left locals and organizers suffer-
ing the gravity that accompanies
this realization.

“This would have been our
30th year. It’s a strange feeling.
We’re thinking it’s getting closer
to the Fourth of July, but in the
next breath I realize we won’t be
doing Freedom Fest this year,”
KXO Radio’s Gene Brister said
during a June 22 interview.

There are those who have
always been more interested in
setting off their own fireworks
instead of watching a show, but
it is important to know where
you are legally allowed to do so.

“Fireworks are not allowed
in the unincorporated areas of
the county. However, each city is
different depending on what
their boards approved or did not
approve in relation to fire-
works,” Imperial County Fire
Department Chief Alfredo
Estrada stated in a June 22
email.

“For example, the city of
Imperial allows them within
their city. Also, if approved, only
‘Safe and Sane’ fireworks are
allowed to be sold and bought,”
Estrada said.

There are two different cate-
gories of fireworks but only one
classified for sale and use in
California by the state fire mar-
shal, and this “Safe and Sane,”
explained Favila.

“‘Safe and Sane” fireworks

are what are being sold at the
two stands in Calexico this year.
These are fireworks like
sparklers that do not fly.
Fireworks in the “dangerous”
category and not for sale in
California fly and continue to
burn after disbursed. 

“These are the fireworks
people buy in Mexicali,” said
Favila, who added most of the
other cities in the county have
permitted the sale and use of
“Safe and Sane” fireworks with-
in their city limits.

“Illegal fireworks have
always been a problem in
Calexico because of our proxim-
ity to the border. We always get
calls for fireworks. I expect
locals to use fireworks more this
Fourth of July because the fire-
works show was cancelled and
people want to celebrate their
independence,” Favila said, who
remind people that illegal fire-
works found by Customs agents
during border crossings will be
confiscated.

Favila was aware of national
news media reports indicating a
rising nationwide trend of the
use of illegal fireworks as prepa-
rations for the Independence
Day ramps up.

Holtville will allow fire-
works use within its city limits
this year and will begin opera-
tions at a fireworks booth man-
aged by the Chamber of

Commerce on July 1, Holtville
City Manager Nick Wells said.

“People should get a bucket
of water to have just in case
when planning to use fireworks.
They can use the bucket in case
of fire and to displace the rem-
nants of their fireworks when
finished. Also they should keep a
hose near just to be safe and
avoid using fireworks near areas
with dry grass,” said Favila, who
this year along with fire safety,
strongly encouraged the use of
social distancing to prevent the
further spread of COVID.

Holtville Tribune Thursday,  June 25, 2020 PAGE 2

HOLTVILLE 
TRIBUNE

1239 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA

92243

Publisher: 
Brenda Torres

Office Manager: 
Rosa Nogueda

Editor: Richard
Montenegro Brown

Reporters:
Jayson Barniske,

Richard Montenegro Brown,
and Elizabeth Villa
Production: Christina

Villarreal,  Photographer:
Corissa Ibarra
Online Services:  

Walter Mejia,
Andrea Redfern

Holtville Tribune (USPS
247-880) is published weekly
on Fridays for $25 per year by
Holtville Tribune/ Imperial
Valley Weekly/ Calexico
Chronicle at 1239 W. Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243.
Periodical  postage paid at
Holtville, California.

Postmaster: send address
changes to Holtville Tribune,
1239 W. Main Street., El

Centro, CA 92243.
The Holtville Tribune is a

newspaper of general circula-
tion for the publication of legal
notices, as defined in Section
4460 of the Political Code, State
of California, in the Superior
Court of Imperial County.

Subscription prices:
Imperial County - 1 Year $42, 2
Years $80; In California - 1 Year
$42.00, 2 years $80; Foreign -
(except military) 1 year $35.

E-Mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com

www.holtvilletribune.com

CALL (760) 339-4899 

A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter

at Holtville Post Office
February 27, 1905, under Act
of Congress of March 3, 1997.

(USPS 247-880).

Week of June 22nd
Little Flower Yoga for Kids

(Originally aired on October 2017)
Little Flower Yoga is dedicated to making yoga and mindfulness

available to children and teenagers. It challenges students to learn in
new ways, make connections, and recognize their capacity to achieve

their goals. Join us as founder Jennifer Cohen Harper explores the
role of mindfulness and focused movement in improved behavior and

academic performance.

Jennifer Cohen Harper,
MA

Founder of 
Little Flower Yoga, Inc.

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 22 de junio 2020
Little Flower Yoga for Kids (Pequeña Flor Yoga para Niños)

(Originalmente transmitido en octubre 2017)
Pequeña Flor (conocido en inglés como Little Flower Yoga), se 

dedica a hacer que el yoga y la atención plena estén disponibles para
niños y adolescentes. Desafía a los estudiantes aprender de nuevas

maneras, hacer conexiones y reconocer su capacidad para lograr sus
objetivos. Únase a nosotros como Carlos Villegas explora el papel de

la atención plena y el movimiento enfocado en mejorar el 
comportamiento y el rendimiento académico.

Carlos Villegas Supervisor
Programa Vista Sands
Servicios para Niños

Member of CNPA

County Issues Violations Over Salton
Sea's Red Hill Bay; IID Responds

STAFF REPORT
Imperial County Air Pollution

Control District issued a notice of
violation to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service for failure to
implement adequate dust control
on the Salton Sea playa on the
Red Hill Bay Project near
Calipatria, and a similar notice to
site landowner, Imperial
Irrigation District, according to a
county press release.

Air Pollution Control issued
these violation notices to protect
the public's health and safety,
according to the county's press
released June 23. Air pollution
violations can result in substan-
tial financial penalties. 

Fish and Wildlife Service and
IID have failed to maintain ade-
quate dust controls, which vio-
lates county Air Pollution
Control District rules 401, 801,
and 804 that establish perform-
ance requirements for construc-
tion/earthmoving activities and
open areas. An additional viola-
tion was issued to Fish and
Wildlife for failure to comply
with the conformity provisions of
the Federal Clean Air Act and
county Air Pollution Control
District Rule 925. Air Pollution
Control is committed to working
with IID and Fish and Wildlife to
bring them into compliance as
soon as possible, the release stat-
ed.

Located near the southeast
corner of the Salton Sea, Red Hill
Bay is the site of a habitat
restoration project aimed at creat-
ing hundreds of acres of shallow
marine wetlands and reducing
airborne dust from exposed playa
caused by a receding Salton Sea.
The project is a joint effort
between the landowner, IID, and
the operator, Fish and Wildlife
Service. Since 2016, construction
of the habitat restoration project
has been sporadic, causing
numerous instances of elevated
levels of airborne dust. As of
June, the site is still producing
multiple events of excessive air-
borne dust violating county Air
Pollution Control District rules,
threatening public health and
safety.

According to the California
Air Resources Control Board,
small airborne dust particles
deposit on the surfaces of the
larger airways of the upper region
of the lung. Particles deposited
on the lung surface can induce
tissue damage, and lung inflam-
mation. Exposure to small dust
particles are associated with
worsening of respiratory dis-
eases, including asthma and
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, leading to hospitalization
and emergency department visits. 

Public Health Officials Find St. Louis
Encephalitis Local Mosquito Pools

STAFF REPORT
Imperial County Public

Health Department announced
recently that four mosquito
pools tested positive for St.
Louis encephalitis (SLE). The
mosquito pools were collected in
the city of Imperial near La Paz
Road and in the New River
ravine area south of the Rio
Bend RV park. The samples
were collected June 12, and
results were received June 19.    

"It is important for our com-
munity to stay vigilant, prevent
mosquito breeding and take pre-
cautions to prevent mosquito
bites," stated Dr. Stephen
Munday, county Public Health
Officer. "These positive mosqui-
to pools are evidence that this
virus is present in our communi-
ty and that residents need to pro-
tect themselves and their fami-
lies. We urge everyone to make
it a habit to use mosquito repel-
lent to protect themselves and
their loved ones from mosquito-
borne viruses." 

The Public Health
Department's vector control pro-
gram has more than 30 traps
placed in strategic areas
throughout the county, mostly
within city limits. The traps are
checked several times a week
and mosquito pools are collected
weekly.  

Jeff Lamoure, deputy direc-

tor of environmental health, stat-
ed, "Our vector control staff is
constantly looking for the pres-
ence of mosquito-borne viruses
in our community. These posi-
tive mosquito pools were detect-
ed as a result of a robust surveil-
lance program."  

Symptoms of St. Louis
encephalitis include fever,
headache, nausea, vomiting, and
tiredness. Severe neuroinvasive
disease (often involving
encephalitis, an inflammation of
the brain) is more common in
older adults. There are no vac-
cines to prevent nor medications
to treat SLE.

SLE is transmitted to humans
through the bite of an infected
mosquito. Mosquitoes become
infected when they feed on
infected birds. Individuals can
reduce their risk of mosquito-
borne diseases by taking the fol-
lowing precautions:  

o Limit time outdoors during
dawn and early evening.  

o When outdoors, wear loose
fitting, light colored, long-sleeve
shirts and pants when mosqui-
toes are most active (during dusk
and dawn). 

o Apply insect repellent that
contains DEET, Picaridin or oil
of lemon eucalyptus according
to label instructions to prevent
mosquito bites. 

o Make sure that doors and

windows have tight-fitting
screens. Repair or replace
screens that have tears or holes.  

o Eliminate all sources of
standing water on your property
that can support mosquito breed-
ing by draining or eliminating,
old tires, buckets, plastic covers,
toys, or any other container
where mosquitoes can breed;
emptying and changing the
water in bird baths, fountains,
wading pools, rain barrels, and
potted plant trays at least once a
week to destroy potential mos-
quito habitats; draining or filling
temporary pools of water with
dirt; keeping swimming pool
water treated and circulating. 

o Contact Vector Control if
there is a significant mosquito
problem where you live or work.  

If you think you or anyone in
your household has symptoms
that are causing you concern,
contact your healthcare provider.  

For general information
about SLE or to report a problem
with mosquitoes in Imperial
County, please contact
Environmental Health at 442-
265-1888. For information about
SLE and other mosquito-borne
viruses, visit the Imperial
County Public Health
Department's website at
http://www.icphd.org/environ-
mental-health/bee---mosquitoes. 

A FIREWORKS STAND in the city of Holtville that is scheduled
to open July 1 sits at the corner of Fifth Street and Holt Avenue.
BRENDA TORRES PHOTO

Fireworks.................................from page one



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Holtville City Council mem-
bers were unsure about the city's
fiscal future as they passed a
2020-2021 budget on June 22
that reflected revenue losses from
the pandemic and the loss of a
managerial contract with the
Imperial Valley Regional
Detention Facility. 

"There were a lot of revenue
prediction changes because of
COVID-19. We are not sure how
mitigated some of our revenue
sources will be," said City
Manager Nick Wells.

Total appropriations for
Holtville's annual budget
amounted to $10,321,419.

The total revenue for the
city's general fund was

$2,783,863, of which $1,594,135
went to public safety expenses
like police, dispatch, animal con-
trol and fire services. The general
fund is the city's main operating
budget through which most
salaries are also paid.

Water, sewer, and trash
brought in a combined revenue of
$3,297,350.

The significant changes in
this year's budget dealt with rev-
enue sources tied to gas and sales
taxes that were negatively
impacted during the pandemic,
Wells said.

"Obviously, people are not
driving as much. With malls and
other stores closed people are
driving less. There has been some
lost revenue there. It is a little bit
of an unknown trying to project
for next year, but we have taken

those numbers into account on
several fronts," Well said.

Total for funds from trans-
portation taxes, which include
the sidewalk fund and SB1 Gas
tax, amounted to $4,240,206, of
which $4,083,016 was used for
expenditures, leaving net rev-
enues of $157,190.

The city lost a contract with
the Imperial Valley Regional
Detention Facility by the
Calexico East Port of Entry,
which costs the city some
$160,000 a year.  

"We were paid for managerial
services the city provided to the
facility. It is a private detention
facility paid for by the state of
California. They put a bunch of
roadblocks in the way effectively
ending our participation in that
earlier this year," Wells said.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Roseanne M. Bornt a.k.a.
Rosanne M. Bornt
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000736 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Roseanne M. Bornt
a.k.a. Rosanne M. Bornt
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Carolyn Ming a.k.a.
Carolyn Bornt Ming in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Carolyn Bornt Ming be
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any,
be admitted to probate. The will
and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be grant-
ed unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition
and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: July 17, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial

939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed
by the court within the later of
either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to
a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code,
or (2) 60 days from the date of
mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California
law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Philip J. Krum, Jr.
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Filed: June 19, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Irma De la Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6351  
Publish: June 25, July 2, 9, 2020
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Pastors...............................from page one
contracted COVID-19 since he
became ill.

"Most of the members in our
church who got COVID were
asymptomatic. The few people
who got sick, we don't know how
they got it. We haven't had any-
body in our congregation that was
seriously sick except me," said
Moore, who told county Public
Health Department contact tracers
he did not know how he contracted
COVID-19 when they contacted
him via phone.

"I am healthy, exercise, have a
good diet, and I still got it. A lot of
people in our church did get it, but
that was prior to us having our
reopening service at the end of
May," said church secretary Lynne
Ming, who contracted COVID-19
from her husband but was asymp-
tomatic.

"There are a lot of people that
don't have symptoms. There is
more of that to be honest, in my
opinion. I wear the mask and fol-
low all the rules and still got sick.

The only reason I got tested was
because I was exposed. My hus-
band and I are both fine now," said
Ming, who was frustrated that she
could not go to the bank or get gro-
ceries even though she felt great.

Having pastored at Trinity
Baptist for 39 years, Moore had
never missed more than one
Sunday in a row. By the time he
plans to return to leading church
services on July 1, he will have
been away from his church for six
weeks. 

"I came down with it and I
gave it to my wife. Pray for every-
body. It can be a serious disease.
Don't take anything for granted.
I'm trying to figure out how I got it.
I don't have the answer, but I know
it's real," said Moore, giving some
poignant words of advice to his
community.

"This has made me realize in
this time we need to make sure we
have a genuine real relationship
with Christ. If going to church is
something you're doing to feel
good about yourself, that's not it.
This has confirmed to me that I
need to be faithful in helping peo-
ple meet Jesus Christ. He is the real
deal," said Moore, who felt
throughout his recovery his
strength came from God. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Holtville City Council Passes Budget for 2020-2021 E.C. Business Owners Take
Advantage of Microloan
Program 

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

For struggling business own-
ers in El Centro, the possibility of
receiving a $10,000 forgivable
microloan through the city’s
Community Block Development
Grant program has materialized
before them like manna from
heaven.

On June 2, the El Centro City
Council allocated $200,000 of
the $333,375 the city received in
CBDG funds for a microenter-
prise loan program intended to
assist businesses prepare for and
respond to COVID-19.

At its June 16 meeting, El
Centro Economic Development
Director Stacey Mendoza pre-
sented the details of the
microloan program, which the
council unanimously approved,
immediately putting the program
into action.

“The program requires partic-
ipants to be low income.
Currently the average (annual)
median income for the Imperial
County is $55,600. Qualified
candidates for this program can
only make 80 percent of that (or

$39,150),” said Mendoza as she
shared the eligibility require-
ments for the microloan.

To be eligible for a microloan,
a business must have between
one and five full-time employees
in addition to the owner, as of of
March 17, Mendoza said.

“Businesses applying for the
grants must be located in the city
of El Centro and have a valid
business license. Businesses must
have been in operation for six
months before the pandemic and
provide proof of hardship due to
COVID-19. Business must not
have engaged in any illegal activ-
ity per local state and federal reg-
ulations,” said Mendoza.

If recipients have received
any other federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act funding,
they are not eligible for a for the
grant, said Mendoza.

Mendoza clarified that
microloans would not be avail-
able to lending and investment
institutions, golf courses and
gambling facilities, nonprofit
entities, or chain stores.

Continued on page 5

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JUNE 25: Josh Sells, Case Britschgi, Mike Hulsey, Angela 
Phillips, Larry Iten†, Willie Garcia, Cole Michael Iten, Margaret 
Sperber†, Abbie Laine Muller Cameron.
JUNE 26: Lillian Jane Hancock, Ralph Byram†, Cade Turner
JUNE 27: Elmer Couch†
JUNE 29: Carolyn Hilfiker, Johnny Saiza†
JUNE 30: Elijah Ferber, Bently Rothfleisch, Connor Van Der 
Linden, Jocelyn Emanuelli, Megan A. Smedley, Bailey J.
Santistevan†, Ava Phillips
JULY 01: Marie Crabtree, Fonzie Quevedo, Lucie Bryant

Anniversaries

JUNE 25: Mr & Mrs. Chas Hartshorn, Mr. & Mrs. Walter 
Britschgi
JUNE 27: Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Lechner
JUNE 28: Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Iten



BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ

For about two years, veteran
John Eugenio of Niland has been
trying to get a portion of State
Route 111 from Calipatria to
Niland named in honor of fellow
Vietnam veteran and Army soldier
Dwayne Maxifield Patterson.  

Patterson's legacy is one of
bravery, Eugenio said. He was
killed in action while rescuing his
fellow soldiers in South Vietnam
in 1967. Two of the medals
Patterson earned, among others,
for his bravery were the Silver
Star and the Purple Heart,
Eugenio said.

Eugenio's efforts to honor
Patterson, who was a former
Calipatria resident, are still in
process.

From Eugenio's understand-

ing, the state Department of
Transportation has approved the
4.5-mile section from Calipatria
to Niland of Highway 111, but the
resolution honoring SPEC4
(Specialist 4) Patterson has yet to
be submitted and approved by
state Sen. Ben Hueso's office.

One of Eugenio's hopes is to
get this resolution passed before
Hueso's term is up.

Additionally, it is not certain
if or how the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has delayed the process.

Once the resolution has been
approved, Eugenio said he plans
to raise for the $7,000 it costs to
have a sign made and erected on
the highway.

"I want to do something for
Dwayne; he was killed in action in
Vietnam, and I am veteran of the
Vietnam War, and I thought it
would be appropriate for some-

body to recognize Dwayne for his
actions," Eugenio said when
asked why he has taken on this
initiative.  

"Personally, I think he
should have gotten the medal of
honor for what he did. He was try-
ing to rescue his buddies, he was
wounded, and he still tried to res-
cue his buddies," Eugenio said.

Patterson's younger brother,
Charlie Patterson, shared how his
brother's act of bravery is fitting to
who he was. 

"I am very proud of him (for
his actions), and that sounds just
like him, he cared a lot about peo-
ple," Patterson said. 

Charlie remembers Dwayne
as an "all-around good guy," who
was well-liked, loyal and was
always there for his younger
brother.

"Dwayne was a hard worker,

a good guy, and everyone seemed
to like him. He had a lot of
friends," Patterson said. "He was
(also) loyal. I was his younger
brother and he protected me all
through school and got me out of
messes I couldn't get out of." 

The Pattersons are from
Oklahoma but grew up in
Calipatria. When they were
younger, they spent much of their
time playing baseball, and when
they weren't, they were out on the
family farm working long hours.  

"Most people didn't have TV
at the time, so we played ... that's
what kids did back then,"
Patterson said. "We played base-
ball most of the time and if we
weren't playing baseball, we were
working on the farm. Just doing
exactly what everybody else did."

Dwayne later married the
current Donna Davis, daughter of
Charles "Moe" Siris, the shop
teacher at Calipatria High School.

Davis said she remembers
how they both loved the outdoors,
which is where they spent much
of their time together when they
first got married.  

"We got married on Dec. 14,

1963. When we were first married
... we'd go out fishing and shoot-
ing. He was an outdoorsman and I
was an outdoorsy person, too. I
like going shooting with him,"
said Davis.

Patterson was employed by
Imperial Pre-Mix (a cement com-
pany), and Davis remembers one
of her last memories with him.

"Before he was drafted, his
boss let Dwayne and I take a load
(of cement) to the Sacramento
mountain area, and it was like a
fun trip for us, before he left for
Vietnam," she said. 

Patterson was drafted in
September 1965.

Eugenio described
Patterson's time in Vietnam on the
website Legiontown.org, a site
where veterans write about other
veterans.  

After basic training,
Patterson was transferred to Fort
Bliss, Texas, then to Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and then, Fort Knox,
Kentucky, where he learned how
to drive an Armed Personnel
Carrier (APC). He then was

Continued on page 7
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Vietnam Vet Killed in Action Set to Get Portion of Highway 111 Named After Him

U.S. Army Spec. 4 Dwayne Maxifield Patterson was killed in
action during the Vietnam War on Dec. 3, 1967. PHOTO COUR-
TESY OF DONNA DAVIS
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Farmworker Activist, Nurse Elsa Quiroz-Downs
Remembered as a 'Woman of Conscience'

Microloan.....
from page three
Once a microloan is approved, a
business can use the funds to
cover specific expenses.

“Business owners can use
their money from their loan for
operating capital for staff
salaries, or lease of space, pur-
chasing inventory supplies, com-
puter programs for accounting,
and inventory control, or furni-
ture fixtures and equipment,”
said Mendoza.

“Businesses cannot use their
funding to pay expenses from
prior loans, payment of non-busi-
ness debt, personal expenses, or
supporting of other businesses
the borrower may have interest
in,” Mendoza said.

The terms for the microloan
include a stipulation in which the
loan could be forgiven under cer-
tain conditions.

“Loans of up to $10,000
will be given to applicants with
low-interest rates based on credit
score with no loan fees or pre-
payment penalties. The loan is
eligible to be forgiven if the bor-
rower retains a full-time job for
six months or if the sole propri-
etor of business remains in busi-
ness for six months in El
Centro,” Mendoza said.

Holtville City Council Moves
to Utilize SBDG Funding

One of the items on the June
22 Holtville City Council meet-
ing agenda was the Small Block
Development Grant. Holtville
has not decided on its CBDG
program but at the last council
meeting, members voted to allow
city employees to develop a plan
to get Holtville business owners
access to SBDG funds.
Holtville’s plan will be presented
to the City Council at its July 6
meeting.

BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ

Ray Downs remembers well
his mother's efforts to stand up for
equality and civil rights for all
people in the Imperial Valley,
especially for the rights of those
who toiled under grueling condi-
tions in the county's farm fields.

"My mother had a station
wagon rigged up into an ambu-
lance, and she would drive up and
down the strike lines, nursing the
protesters, who would get blisters
on their feet, pass out, and could-
n't walk anymore," the 58-year-
old Downs said. "She would let
them rest in the air-conditioned
car and give them water."

The late Elsa Quiroz-Downs,
who grew up in Niland and lived
in El Centro later in life, was one
of many significant local figures
who would play a pivotal role in
the plight of the farmworker dur-
ing the 1960s and '70s, both as a
registered nurse and as a political
activist. 

She met United Farm
Workers leader Cesar Chavez in
the '60s and would later walk side
by side with him for the establish-
ment and protection of farmwork-
ers' rights. She died Oct. 17, 2005,
at age 77.

Ray Downs recently spoke
about his mother's contributions to
"la causa" and the farm-labor
movement, an issue that to this
day can still cause discomfort and
division among certain segments
of society.  

Quiroz-Downs, who studied
nursing at the University of San
Diego, then known as the San
Diego College for Women, would
drive along the strike lines to
assist and help anyone who need-
ed medical attention. Besides
nursing, she also marched along-
side the protesters and was mis-
treated for her actions, said her
son, a former El Centro resident
now living in Coachella.  

"I remember all the
Chavistas were gathered at the
Cattle Call Arena in Brawley and

some goons walked up to my
mom, knowing she was in charge
because she was an organizer at
the time, (they) pushed her down
on the ground and spit on her,"
Downs said. 

She also lost friends and
family who did not agree with the
cause about which she felt so
strongly.

Guadalupe "Lupe" Quintero,
a fellow activist who marched
alongside Quiroz-Downs and a
member of the California Rural
Legal Association Inc., remem-
bered her friend and all her efforts
to stand up for what she believed
in.

"We were very much
involved in the Chicano move-
ment and the farmworker fight,"
Quintero said. "We were fighting
for equal rights, and I very much
respected what Elsa did by always
believing in 'la lucha,' or the
fight."

Additionally, Quintero
described what it was like to live
in that fight and what she learned
from her time on the picket line.

"It was a bitter, very danger-
ous, and scary time of struggle,"
Quintero said. "One thing that I
learned in the picket lines was that
you had people on the other side
who didn't even know you, and all
you were asking for was for equal-
ity and a better way of life. Is it
too much to ask for water and
bathrooms? They would call me
every name, every horrible name,
and they didn't know me. They
hated you before they even knew
you, and nowadays you still have
that."

Through the efforts of
Chavez, and the support and unity
of people like Quintero, Quiroz-
Downs and others, the United
Farm Workers organization was
able to get union contracts for
field workers that required rest
periods, toilets in the fields, clean

drinking water, handwashing
facilities, protective clothing
against pesticide exposure, and
many other concessions unheard
of at the time.

Quintero said Quiroz-Downs
was always supportive of the
Imperial Valley's farm laborers.  

"Elsa was always supporting
the farmworkers, and that is what
I admired about her; she was
involved in providing support to
everyone," Quintero said. "She
knew what she believed in and
was not afraid to stand up for a
just cause ... that's how I knew
her."

It wasn't until years later that
Quiroz-Downs was recognized for
her efforts and activism.

In 1997, Quiroz-Downs
became the Mexican-American
Political Association's first
woman "Mapista" and "La Mas
Chingona Del Valle," and in 2001,
she was named a "Las Primeras"
honoree from the Imperial Valley
chapter of the Mexican-American
National Association, a Latina
organization.

Born on Aug. 12, 1928,
Quiroz-Downs was instrumental
in organizing the Imperial County
Nurses' Association. She was also
the first woman to serve on the
MAPA board and was part of the
founding of Clínicas De Salud Del
Pueblo Inc. Quiroz-Downs was
also involved in Movimiento
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan
(MEChA) and the Work Training
Center, according to her obituary.

Downs believes his mother's
legacy has uplifted not only farm-
workers in the Imperial Valley but
all Mexican-Americans.

"Her legacy confirmed that
the Mexican people will fight
back and that they have a voice.
She gave them a voice, she was a
voice for the Mexican people,"
Downs said. "Her legacy is that
she was a woman of conscience."

A BLURRED POLAROID shows Elsa Quiroz-Downs with even-
tual United Farm Workers leader Cesar Chavez.
PHOTO COURTESY OF RAY DOWNS



Public Health Department
epidemiologist Paula Kriner dur-
ing a telephonic weekly press
conference June 22 painted a pic-
ture of a much more widespread
problem among the facilities and
other "vulnerable populations,"
including jail inmates and staff.

County Public Health counts
16 COVID-positive residents
inside Imperial Heights as of June
22; one more than Fareed said
was in isolation and undergoing
treatment (15), as of June 21. That
number was strictly for those still
in the nursing home and did not
account for those who have been
hospitalized locally or transferred

out of county.
There were 12 residents with

COVID-19 in Valley
Convalescent Center in El Centro
as of June 22, Kriner said, and no
residents had been infected at
Imperial Manor in Imperial.  

However, the number of
staff members of those facilities
appears to be where the concen-
tration of novel coronavirus infec-
tions was being recorded.

Ten healthcare workers at
Imperial Heights had tested posi-
tive for COVID; 19 healthcare
workers and staff had tested posi-
tive at Valley Convalescent
Center; and 28 healthcare workers
and staff had tested positive at
Imperial Manor, all as of June 22,
Kriner said.

In all, some 32 nursing home
residents had fallen ill with
COVID and 57 staff members
were infected, according to the
county and Fareed's numbers.

Imperial County Public
Health Officer, Dr. Stephen
Munday, said during the press
conference that normally county
Public Health Nursing Manager
Steven Solis would have been
addressing questions about the
skilled-nursing facilities, but that
during the time of the press con-
ference (noon June 22), Solis and
personnel with the state
Department of Public Health were
doing a "walk-through" of nursing
homes in the region.

As far as the number of
COVID infections of other "vul-
nerable populations" monitored
by county Public Health, Kriner
said there were 28 inmates in the
Imperial County jail with
COVID, 11 corrections staff had
tested positive, and another 11
staff members who assist with
corrections, all as of June 22.

Although the state keeps
track and manages the health of
the inmate populations in the state
prison system, Munday said,
Kriner provided data for the state
prisons in the county.

She said there were 12
COVID-positive inmates in
Centinela State Prison west of
Seeley and 44 COVID-positive

Centinela staff members. At
Calipatria State Prison, there was
one inmate with COVID but 31
staff members.

As of June 22, it wasn't clear
if any deaths had been attributed
to any of the current outbreak.
However, a family member of a
COVID-positive resident of
Imperial Heights told the
Calexico Chronicle that their
uncle had died June 12 from the
virus in a Los Angeles-area
skilled-nursing facility.

Family and Fareed said the
man, whose name was being
withheld for privacy, had been
living at the facility for two to
three years, and had come up pos-

itive for the virus around May 24,
when Fareed said he personally
had the man admitted to Pioneers
Memorial Hospital in Brawley. A
day later, Fareed said the man was
discharged and transferred to a
skilled-nursing facility in Los
Angeles County that could better
manage his condition. He never
returned to the Valley.

Family members told the
Chronicle they were concerned
how their uncle contracted the
virus. Fareed said the man was
briefly sharing a room with a hos-
pice patient being treated by an
outside hospice staffer who possi-
bly could have brought in the
virus to the facility.

During repeated conversa-
tions with Fareed between June
19 and June 22, Fareed said it was
starting to become more likely
that the outbreak of COVID at
Imperial Heights began with the
May 24 positive test of the man
who died June 12.

Initially, Fareed was refer-
ring to a "patient zero" who tested
positive for COVID on June 14 as
being the start of the outbreak that
"spread like wildfire" in the nurs-
ing facility at 320 Cattle Call
Drive.

Fareed said there were 61
patients in the 80- to 90-bed facil-
ity as of June 19, leaving the facil-
ity with plenty of room to isolate
patients. During a subsequent
interview June 22, Fareed said
two of the four patients trans-
ferred out of the Valley were in
San Diego-area hospitals, one was
in Sacramento and one was in San
Francisco.

Fareed said it was unclear
how the virus made its way into
the facility. Imperial Heights has
been "extraordinarily vigilant to
protect residents with screenings
and limitations of visitors, keep-
ing residents inside," Fareed
added. What's more, he said staff
is regularly monitored and
screened as they come in.

After "patient zero" tested
positive for the virus following
his June 14 hospitalization, the
other residents and staff members
were tested last week en masse,

the doctor said.
Meanwhile, Fareed said the

Imperial County Public Health
Department "dropped the ball"
and somehow allowed its weekly
testing program with Imperial
Heights to lapse for what was
basically a two-week window. He
said the last time the Public
Health Department was to test,
"patient zero" came back with a
negative swab result from a June
1 test. He should have been tested
again the next week but was not,
Fareed said.

The doctor said the lapse
occurred sometime between June
8 and June 12.

However, on June 22
Munday refuted Fareed's claims,
explaining that it was never the
county's responsibility to estab-
lish a testing program with
Imperial Heights and that that was
the job of the facility itself, which
is under the direction of the state
Public Health Department.

Still, Munday said the coun-
ty was providing Imperial Heights
- and other skilled-nursing facili-
ties around the county - with the
materials to carry out tests. He
said if those samples or specimens
did not make it to the county
Public Health Department's labo-
ratory to be processed, then that
was a failing on the part of
Imperial Heights, not the county.

Jeff Lamoure, deputy direc-
tor for environmental health for
the Public Health Department,
oversees testing in the county
related to COVID.

Lamoure said the state
requires a testing "mitigation
plan" be in place for skilled-nurs-
ing facilities and that fact was
communicated to Imperial
Heights staff earlier in the day
June 23. Among those plans was
that alternatives for testing be in
place, but that the county Public
Health Department was there to
assist.

Lamoure said June 19 that
on June 18 the first of a four-week
block of testing was scheduled for
Imperial Heights. He added that a
four-week block was also sched-
uled for the county's other large
skilled-nursing facility, Valley
Convalescent Center.

Fareed did not want to get
into a tit for tat over the testing
issue, but an issue not all that dif-
ferent from Fareed's initial asser-
tions against Public Health reared
its head June 22 and June 23, after
Munday's press conference.

According to both Fareed
and a concerned family member
of an Imperial Heights patient
who would not give her name,
testing materials were set aside
for Imperial Heights to be
swabbed and tested on June 22,
but then those materials, or at
least the reactive agents needed to
process the swabs/specimens,
"were allocated elsewhere" June
23, Fareed said Imperial Heights'
director or nursing told him.

Nursing staff at the home
told the unidentified family mem-
ber the same thing.

Although Fareed said an
agreement was put in place with
Pioneers Memorial Hospital to
get the swabs tested, Lamoure
said by the afternoon of June 23
that 16 to 18 specimens from
Imperial Heights were being
processed, saying there had been
some "misunderstanding" earlier
in the day.

Fareed said Munday himself
contacted Imperial Heights to say
don't take the specimens to
Pioneers but bring them to public
health's lab.

Meanwhile, Fareed said the
15 patients in isolation at Imperial
Heights were undergoing a treat-
ment regimen of zinc, doxycy-
cline, and hydroxychloroquine,
the anti-malarial drug recently
revoked of its "emergency use
authorization" by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration.

Fareed said June 19 the treat-
ment is still recognized by most
physicians as an effective treat-
ment and called the FDA's recent
decision "scare tactics."

Fareed added that at least
one patient was also being treated
with dexamethasone, a potent cor-
ticosteroid "used at the earliest
signs of any breathing difficul-
ties."

Munday, unsolicited, did
address Fareed's use of hydroxy-
chloroquine during the June 22
press conference, implying the
use of that treatment could open
Fareed to issues with the state

medical board.
"The reason that it was

revoked is because the studies that
were ongoing did not show evi-
dence of benefits, the drug was
not efficacious and there are sub-
stantial issues with side effects. I
would note that physicians are
free to use drugs that have been
approved by the FDA for other
indications, for additional purpos-
es that they choose to do so,"
Munday said.

"However, I would also note
that, particularly in this case,
when actual data were reviewed
that led to this being revoked, that
this would not be considered the
Community Standard of Care and
could be something that would be
looked at by the medical board
should any adverse consequences
occur from side effects or other
issues in the patients that are
being treated with these drugs. So,
it's just important to keep that in
mind," the health officer added. 

Munday's statements about
hydroxychloroquine did stir up
Fareed a bit June 23. Fareed
maintained both the safety and
efficacy of the course of treatment
for COVID-19-positive patients,
despite what the FDA has said.

Fareed referred to story in
Galveston County, Texas, in
which one-third of the population
of a nursing home there came
down with COVID. The attending
physician, Dr. Robin Armstrong,
treated 39 patients with the med-
ication, and "all the patients have
done well," with no side effects.
Although Fareed did not say so,
the interviews with Armstrong in
the story implied the issue with
hydroxychloroquine might be as
much about politics as it is about
health.

In recent weeks, during sim-
ilar telephonic press conferences
for the media, Munday has indi-
cated both testing and COVID
cases at skilled-nursing facilities
in the county have picked up.

That appears to contrast with
what was witnessed early on in
COVID cases throughout the rest
of the nation, where skilled-nurs-
ing facilities saw some of the ear-
liest mass outbreaks. Most
notably was an outbreak at Life
Care Center in Kirkland, Wash.,
in February and March, where
two-thirds of the nursing home's
108 patients fell ill, as did 47 of its
workers. Some 35 people died in
that outbreak.

Munday theorized June 22
why he thinks Imperial County is
seeing the clusters now in the
nursing homes.

"In general, I think it has to
do with the fact that early on in
the outbreak that there was not
widespread testing available, and
so all the testing was focused only
on the high-risk populations and
people that were getting sick. And
obviously, as I think we all know
by now, that the nursing facilities
have the highest-risk patients. So,
I think, since we entered into the
outbreak of the epidemic later
than other jurisdictions, and we

learned from what those jurisdic-
tions went through," Munday
said.

"I really think it's just has to
do with the availability and the
timing of the testing as much as
anything else," he added. 

The Calexico Chronicle
sought additional comment from
the directors of Imperial Heights
on June 19, but no one from the
Brawley facility would speak
with a reporter or identify them-
selves. Questions to the corporate
owners of Imperial Heights,
Rockport Healthcare Services of
Los Angeles, also went unan-
swered. 

A message with Valley
Convalescent Center on June 19

was never returned.
More details are not known

about the nursing facility clusters,
likely due to Munday and the
county Public Health
Department's ongoing policies of
not revealing specific information
that might violate privacy issues.

County Public Health does
not address much about COVID-
related deaths, so it wasn't known
how many deaths could be attrib-
uted to the nursing homes.

As of 11:10 a.m. June 24,
Imperial County had 70 COVID-
related deaths. Of those 70, some
44 fatalities were age 70 or older,
the typical ages of those living in
skilled-nursing facilities.

Imperial County also had
5,549 total COVID-positive
cases, 915 of which are active and
4,564 considered recovered.
Some 27,013 total tests have been
administered and 21,258 have
come back negative, as of June
24.

COVID-Infected Are
Skewing Younger, Munday Says

During a June 23 report to
the county Board of Supervisors,
Munday reported that of a resur-
gence of COVID-positive cases
nationally, as well as locally, the
ages of those becoming infected is
beginning to "shift."

"Honestly, I don't find that
surprising," Munday said, adding
that is happening, especially in
other parts of California and the
United States, for two reasons.

He said the first reason is, as
testing capacity increases, more
people are tested and the demo-
graphics broaden from high-risk
and older populations, to a more
general population.

Secondly, though, as areas of
California and other parts of the
country open, so do the types of
pursuits which younger crowds
tend to participate in, such as
going to restaurants, bars, beach-
es, and other outdoor areas.

Munday said it's not that
younger people are getting sicker,
it's that more younger people are
getting "exposed."  

OptumServe Testing Site
Moves to Brawley June 29

The state-sponsored
OptumServe testing site at the
Calexico Community Center will
be moved to the Brawley Senior
Center and open June 29, county
Public Health Department offi-
cials announced.

Brawley Senior Center is
located at 575 J St., and the hours
of operation will be the same,
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays, Lamoure said.

Lamoure said the second
OptumServe site will continue in
the Imperial Veterans' Hall in the
city of Imperial.

IVC Mobile Site Has Seen
Nearly 80 Since Opening

As of June 22, the "alterna-
tive care site" at Imperial Valley
College has seen 78 COVID-pos-
itive patients since it opened May
25, according to a county
Emergency Medical Services
Agency official.

There were 11 patients in the
IVC mobile medical facility on
June 22, county Emergency
Medical Services Agency
Director Chris Herring during a
press conference earlier in the
week.

"The majority of those
patients have successfully been
discharged home after a couple of
days of treatment. Some have had
to be returned to the hospital, but
that's kind of expected with the
level of patients that they've been
accepting. The vast majority of
them have been discharged
home," Herring said.
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THE ENTRANCE TO Imperial Heights Healthcare and Wellness
Centre, 320 Cattle Call Drive in Brawley, is shown June 19. The
skilled-nursing facility is the site of a 19-patient COVID outbreak
that started June 14. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

THERE WERE 12 residents and 19 healthcare workers and staff
with COVID-19 in Valley Convalescent Center in El Centro as of
June 22. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Imperial County public health officials confirmed a number of
COVID-19 infections of its "vulnerable populations," including
Imperial County jail, inmates and jail staff, June 22. There are
currently 28 inmates in the Imperial County jail with COVID, 11
corrections staff that have tested positive, and another 11 staff
members who assist with corrections. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-290
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Imperial Valley Chrysler Jeep
Dodge Ram
Imperial Valley Jeep
2329 Highway 86
Imperial, CA 92251
619-987-3545
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
1411 S 22nd Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
Andrew’s California Auto Group
Inc
1411 S 22nd Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: 
A Corporation
Articles of Incorporation:
C4562332
Registrants commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: May 19, 2020

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  David Merrill,
Director
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State of a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 20,
2020.
NOTICE: A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration
date. This statement expires on:
May 19, 2025. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8958       
Publish: June 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
LEON M. LESICKA, aka LEON
LESICKA
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000730
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  LEON M. LESICKA,
aka LEON LESICKA Petition
for Probate has been filed by:
Kathleen Lesicka Abubo, aka
Kathy L. Abubo, aka Kathleen
J. Abubo, Kathleen Abubo, aka
Kathy Abubo in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Kathleen Lesicka Abubo,
aka Kathy L. Abubo, aka
Kathleen J. Abubo, Kathleen
Abubo, aka Kathy Abubo be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: June 26, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial

939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent,  you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed: June 9, 2020  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By  Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6344  
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, 2020

For All Your
Legal Notices, 

Call Us At
760-339-4899
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-281
The following person is conducting
business as:
Donut Ave #101
583 Pine Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
760-356-5583
Mailing Address:
1018 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:

Huot Sim
1148 Paseo De Su Majestad
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
Not Applicable
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Huot Sim, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 15,  2020.
NOTICE:  A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date. This
statement expires on: May 14, 2025.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8962     
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, July 2, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Esther E. Villalobos a/k/a/ Esther
Villalobos
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000728
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Esther
E. Villalobos a/k/a/ Esther
Villalobos
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Michelle Villalobos in the
Superior Court of California, County
of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Michelle Villalobos be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested

persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: June 19, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,  you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California

Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charles G. Johnson and Vance B.
McAlister
Ewing, Johnson & Graves
636 State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-6371
Filed: June 4, 2020  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By  Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6343    
Publish: June 11, 18, 25, 2020

Patterson was transferred to
Fort Bliss, Texas, then to Fort
Polk, Louisiana, and then, Fort
Knox, Kentucky, where he learned
how to drive an Armed Personnel
Carrier (APC). He then was trans-
ferred to Vietnam on March 26,
1967, where he was assigned to
the "Big Red 1 Division." Soon
after arriving, he was driving an
APC when his vehicle hit a land-
mine and he was awarded the
Purple Heart for injuries sus-
tained. 

Unfortunately, after
Patterson had recovered from his
injuries, he was on a night defen-
sive perimeter patrol on Dec. 3,
1967, when his unit was
ambushed by the enemy. Patterson
was assisting in evacuating
wounded personnel when he sus-
tained his fatal injury. 

Eugenio continues by writ-
ing, "SPEC4 Patterson was award-
ed the Silver Star for gallantry in
action, Bronze Star for
Outstanding Meritorious Service
and exemplary professionalism
against the enemy, Purple Heart,

Army Commendation Medal,
Vietnam Service Medal, Republic
of Vietnam Medal, National
Defense Service Medal; he wore
the 1st Infantry Badge; Army
Vietnam Class A Patch; 2nd
Infantry Regiment Patch and
Combat Infantryman Badge."

Davis said she remembers

Patterson as a hero.  
"He was an honorable man,

with a great personality, everyone
liked him. He was a hard worker,
honest, and he died a hero," Davis
said.  "And I think (naming
Highway 111 after him) would be
a great honor to him and to his
family, and it is long overdue."

Veteran...........................from page four

DONNA DAVIS AND Dwayne M. Patterson are shown on their
wedding day, Dec. 14, 1963, in Calipatria. PHOTO COURTESY
OF DONNA DAVIS
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