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In Holtville Tonight!

Holtville High School
Graduation Parade

6:30 p.m.
(Please follow map 

published in last weeks
Tribune)

Please pickup a copy of
next week’s Tribune
for photos Holtville

Middle School 
promotion parade.

Owner: Barbara Worth Country
Club in Financial Transition, But
Remains Open

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Although Imperial County is
far from meeting state-mandated
COVID infection rates, one
county supervisor thinks "we
have to learn to live with it" and
that the time has come for the
governor to return decision-mak-
ing to local public health and
government officials.

Despite a continued surge in
the number of local novel coron-
avirus infections that has yet to
peak, Imperial County District 4
Supervisor Ryan Kelley thinks
the county's inability to stabilize
its rates of infection is "out of our
control" and hopes Gov. Gavin 

Continued on page 12

'Personal
Responsibility'

Key to
Fighting Local
COVID Surge

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Although iconic Holtville insti-
tution the Barbara Worth Country
Club is in the midst of a financial
transition, owner Eddie Mejorado
assured that the hotel, events cen-
ter and golf course will remain
open while new funding is
secured.

A legal advertisement pub-
lished in the Holtville Tribune on
May 28 announced that the proper-

ty was headed for the public auc-
tion block, as the property is in
default of its $3.5 million loan and
deed of trust and is due to be sold
on the steps of the County
Courthouse at 2 p.m. June 23.

Although the announcement
took some Holtville officials by
surprise, including the city's cham-
ber of commerce, Mejorado
explained to this newspaper and
the chamber that the bank has
come calling on a loan that dates 

Continued on page 3

A SIGN OUTSIDE the Barbara Worth Country Club is shown.
Owner Eddie Mejorado said the property is in the midst of a finan-
cial reorganization but will remain open. A legal advertisement pub-
lished in the Holtville Tribune on May 28 announced that the prop-
erty was headed for the public auction block, as the property is in
default of its $3.5 million loan and deed of trust. FILE PHOTO

Together, #BLM Protestors,
Police 'Still Have A Dream' 

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Peace would win the day in El Centro as
hundreds of people came together at the foot
of the County Courthouse to demonstrate,
loudly but calmly, the killing of George Floyd
at the hands of a Minnesota police officer. 

Unlike the violent protests that have
rocked the nation in recent days in the after-
math of Floyd's death, members of the local
Black Lives Matter movement, Imperial
Valley Social Justice Committee, and their
supporters joined with Imperial Valley law
enforcement on June 1 to peacefully honor
Floyd and other unarmed black men who have
died in recent weeks and call for an end to
police brutality. 

"The rally was a success. We are here to
stand for a cause. Our lives matter. All lives
cannot matter until black lives matter. This is
a testament of what we can do when we all
come together as one people," said El Centro
resident Hilton Smith, a coordinator for
Imperial Valley Black Lives Matter. 

Smith, who is a retired Imperial County
sheriff's deputy with more than 30 years on
the force, spoke with a reporter on the steps of
the Imperial County Courthouse. "You are 

Continued on page 7

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Pregnant at age 15 and a
teenage bride a few years later, life
has been a series of struggles for
Kimberly Schiltz. Yet through faith,
the inspiration of her mother and
two children, and a drive to inspire
others, the Holtville working single
parent has come a long way.

Recently, after a long, cir-
cuitous path to get where she is
today, Schiltz completed her final
class on April 18 for a Bachelor of
Arts in Liberal Studies (multi-sub-

ject education) through San Diego
State University-Imperial Valley
campus in Calexico.  

"I aspire to make a difference in
young children and hope they can
grow up with good morals and val-
ues if they are instilled in children
at a young age," she said. Schiltz
plans to become an elementary
school teacher.  

As a counselor announced the
various awards students earned
during Schiltz's class of 2020 grad-
uation ceremony via Zoom, she 

Continued on page 5

RECENT SAN
DIEGO  State

University-
Imperial Valley
campus gradu-
ate Kimberly
Schiltz poses

for the camera. 

CORISSA
IBARRA
PHOTO

Holtville Woman, Wanting A Better Future, Reached for Her Dreams

CROWDS SPREAD OUT along the lawn
and common areas of the Imperial County
Courthouse during a peaceful protest
against police brutality and racism organ-
ized by the Imperial Valley Social Justice
Committee and the local Black Lives
Matter group on June 1. In the distance,
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo
can be seen addressing the crowd from a
podium on the courthouse steps.

JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
Look inside for our
virtual graduation 

coverage!
Central Union High

School... Page 5

Vincent Memorial
Page...3



BY ELIZABETH VILLA

Two God-fearing woman and
community contributors can be
found in Dora De Paoli and Ruth
Chambers; but most of all, a true
friendship. 

Holtville hallmarks in the city,
the women are of Swedish descent,
with their families being immi-
grants who came from Switzerland
to the United States. 

Dora and Ruth developed a
strong bond shortly after Ruth's
husband died 14 years ago.  

"They started doing things
together like going on outings to
see flowers and cactus blooming in
the desert, visiting home gardens
and taking daily walks," said Tony
De Paoli, Dora's son.

But these ladies have gone
beyond just caring for their fami-
lies, they are trying to keep
Holtville clean by picking up trash
during their walks.  

Dora DePaoli
Dora, a mother of five children

and grandmother to six, said pass-
ing the trash she walked by daily
wasn't an open.

"I hated to see paper and stuff
(on the ground), and Ruth and I
just started cleaning this up during
our walks."  

"She is able to adapt to things
and tries to do her best," Tony said
of his mother. "She lives by scrip-
ture Bible verse Proverbs 3:5-6,
'Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct your paths.'" 

Dora follows up with her
favorite phrase, "if it's not a broken
leg, it is OK."

"My mom and dad, Dr. John
'Buck' De Paoli Jr., were a team,
and mom is still concerned with
IVC. She was so excited because
they resurfaced Aten Road going

to IVC, and the landscaping is
beautiful," Tony said.  

Ruth Chambers
Ruth Chambers is a mother of

two and grandmother of five. She
has taught piano for over 25 years
and was a homemaker. She also
worked in her husband's office
while their kids were in college.

"It was God's gift to me to have
such a special person in my life.
Dora reached out to me when my
husband died, and we used to walk
every day in the evenings," Ruth
said of her friendship with Dora.  

"Life is full of experiences, and
we are not all robots. It is really
important to learn from people
around us especially the elderly
who have wisdom," said Ruth.

COVID-19 Thoughts
During this COVID-19 pan-

demic and the heat coming on,
Ruth and Dora have not been
going on their walks as frequently.  

"It is kind of nice with all these
things stopping (referring to
COVID-19), you don't have to feel
you are on the treadmill going and
going.  Patience during the
COVID-19 (pandemic) is truly try-
ing to see what God is telling us
during this season, gives us a lot of
time to reflect," said Ruth.  

Woman's Club of Holtville
Ruth has been in the Woman's

Club of Holtville for many years.
Ruth said there are many groups,
but the one that she enjoys the
most is the garden group of which
she was chairperson in 1994.  

Referring to the different flow-
ers and plants that can be found in
the desert, "(It's) fascinating how
God plants the flowers and God
waters them," said Ruth.

Ruth mentions some locations
she has visited through the garden
group of the Woman's Club of
Holtville, which include
Coronado, Julian, Ocotillo,
Borrego, community farms and
residential homes. 

"You can appreciate what the
Indians always looked for to make
medicine and baskets - they lived
off the land," she said.  

Some of the flowers and plants
Ruth mentioned were the desert
calico, blazing star, desert unicorn,
rock daisy, monkey flower bush,
purple verbena, desert willow,
orchid trees (purple and pink),
lilan goldfield, wildflowers, smoke
tree, and chupa rosa. 

"During COVID-19, the
Women's Club is closed," said
Ruth. She has found other areas to
keep herself busy.  

In recent days, Ruth has been
focusing on getting more organ-
ized, reading more, and spending
time with her five grandchildren.  

"I am busy thinking about what
they need. Also enjoy swimming at
my son's house," she said.

Both Dora and Ruth are an
example to those around them.
May their friendship continue as
they care for others and their com-
munity. 
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Week of June 1st
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Mental Health

(Originally aired May 2020)
We are currently experiencing a global pandemic event caused by a communicable

novel (new) virus. COVID-19 has already demonstrated its effect on our daily lives,
our routines, and even our mental health. One of the best coping tools for anxiety is 
information discernment. Gathering information, verifying the accuracy of the infor-
mation, and then specific planning to manage the information is an effective anxiety
reduction strategy. We have invited Imperial County Public Health Registered Nurse

Collett Ashurst, RN to discuss all things COVID-19. How it is spread, what symptoms
are experienced, how to suppress the spread, and how to manage life and stress levels
in the midst of an infectious disease outbreak. Join us and learn the best ways to pro-

ceed in the days ahead of us all.

Collett Ashurst, RN
Registered Nurse

Public Health Department County of Imperial

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 1 de junio 2020
Coronavirus (COVID-19) y la Salud Mental

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2020)
Actualmente estamos experimentando un evento global de pandemia causado por un

nuevo virus trasmisible. COVID-19 ya ha demostrado su efecto en nuestra vida diaria,
nuestras rutinas e incluso nuestra salud mental. Una de las mejores herramientas para
enfrentar la ansiedad es el discernimiento de la información. Recopilar información,

verificar la precisión de la información y luego planificar específicamente para admin-
istrar la información es una estrategia efectiva de reducción de la ansiedad. Hemos

invitado a la enfermera de Crianza del Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de
Imperial, Alhi Ingle, a hablar sobre todas las cosas COVID-19. Cómo se propaga, qué
síntomas se experimentan, cómo suprimir la propagación y cómo controlar los niveles
de vida y estrés en medio de un brote de enfermedad infecciosa. Únase a nosotros y

conozca las mejores formas de proceder en los días que tenemos por delante.
Alhi Ingle, RN, BSN, PHN

Enfermera de Crianza
Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de Imperial

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JUNE 04: Victoria L. Von Flue
JUNE 05: Marcy Bingham, Brian “Duke” Strahm, Bryce Allin 
Denton, Katie Bon DeLong
JUNE 06: Gina DePaoli Wright, David Garcia, Triston Cradic
JUNE 07: Taylor Rene Hulsey, Lou Robinson†
JUNE 08: Aleah Marie Enz, Margie Leimgruber, Betty Brady, 
Jeff Dollente
JUNE 09: Patience Byram, Steven Samuel Hilfiker
JUNE 10: Pete Cradic, Eric Fjeldsted, Blaike Gaxiola, Luke 
Chambers

Anniversaries

JUNE 05: Mr & Mrs. Jim Lowrey
JUNE 08: Mr. & Mrs. Joel Hilfiker, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Layton, 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Strahm
JUNE 09: Mr. & Mrs. Chris Holdridge, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Roth
JUNE 10: Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Christie Tanori, Mr. & Mrs. 
Skyler Byram

If you can’t find our paper,
you can always subscribe!

Call us for more 
information

(760) 339-4899.

Paths of two wonderful women cross, resulting in a long-lasting friendship 

DORA DE PAOLI (left) and Ruth Chambers, both of Holtville,
take a photo after one of their recent walks. COURTESY PHOTO 

Holtville Chamber of Commerce
Open For Business

The Chamber is now
open with its new
hours to serve the

community.
New hours of 

operation:
Tues., Wed., and

Thurs., from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. (Closed from

12 to 1)

The Chamber and
Carrot Royalty Court

Queen Alexis Piper and
Princess Lexee Roeseler

are out supporting
D’Lupitas which

reopened on Monday,
June 1 after closing due

to COVID-19.



back to 2012 that was never in his
name.

He said he is in the process of
securing a new source of funding
from an investor in Utah to pay
off the existing debt in the next
week. 

"It's simple, I've been doing
this a long time. The bank loan is
up in June and they came call-
ing," Mejorado told the Holtville
Tribune on May 28. "We're going
to wire the money in a week or
so. It's going to be paid."

Mejorado and another group
of investors bought the country
club out of bankruptcy in an auc-
tion in June 2018, and he has
been operating it since then, only
his name has not been on the loan
or the title. He explained that the
lending bank, Clearinghouse
Community Development
Financial Institution, wants its
money and initiated the auction.

It's not clear whether
Mejorado stopped paying his
bills, considering the legal adver-
tisement does say the property is
in default. Mejorado acknowl-
edged he will be buying it out of
bankruptcy again, like he did in
2018.

The public auction is
arranged by MK Consultants Inc.
of Phoenix on behalf of deed of
trust holder, First American Title
Insurance Co. of San Diego. The
loan was originated May 1, 2012,
and still lists the title holders as
Imperial Palms Resort, LLC.

Former owners Darrell
Readshaw and Kevin Smith oper-
ated the county club as Imperial
Palms Resort until it closed due
to massive debt. A similar auction
was pursued by the county tax
collector in 2017 after property
taxes were in arrears and numer-
ous liens were issued against the
property, according to past
Tribune stories.

To Mejorado's credit, Barbara
Worth Country Club has
remained open since he "bought"
it in 2018, and recently, accord-
ing to his social media postings,
improvements have been made to
the golf course.

Also, under Mejorado, he has
successfully pursued a franchise
agreement for the hotel with
"Ramada by Wyndham," one of
the largest hotel chains in the
country.

Although locally the hotel
doesn't appear to be actively mar-
keted as a Ramada by Wyndham
as of yet, Barbara Worth Country

Club's hotel is live on Ramada's
website here: https://www.wynd-
hamhotels.com/ramada/holtville-
c a l i f o r n i a / r a m a d a -
holtville/overview

Under the Ramada brand,
there were more than 810 hotels
across 63 countries in operation
as of late 2018.

Holtville Chamber of
Commerce executive Rosie
Allegranza said Mejorado told
her May 28 that with the new
infusion of cash he will soon
receive, she said he plans to make
additional improvements to the
facilities and the golf course.

Mejorado told this newspaper
the hotel has been doing much
better business since it became a
Ramada franchise in January. He
added he also has plans for the
events center, which he calls a
"lucrative" piece of the business.
He said he plans to rename it
"BW Ballroom."

Additionally, the course will
continue to be called the Barbara
Worth Golf Course, and Caddies
Sports Tavern and the restaurant
will re-open once the COVID-19
conditions allow them to resume
operation, Mejorado said.

Meanwhile, once the new
money comes through, he said,
the loan will be paid off and the
auction will stop.

In another twist, however, the
property is listed on an active real
estate website, LoopNet.com, for
$5.5 million. The site was last
updated May 26.

Mejorado said the property is
not on the market, but it was pre-
viously listed for $7.5 million on
that same site. He could not
explain why it was still up or why
it had been recently updated. He
said May 28 he would contact the
site about taking the listing down.
It was still active as of 6 p.m.
May 29.

"Barbara Worth resort is on
solid ground. It was not opera-
tional when I acquired the prop-
erty. Since then, I have invested a
substantial amount in improve-
ments to the property and golf
course. We obtained a liquor
license. The COVID pandemic
has been a pothole in the road but
we are back up and running with-
in permitted restrictions. The
future for the resort is good,"
Mejorado said in a prepared
statement to this newspaper and
the Holtville chamber on May 28.
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BWCC..............from page one

A SCREEN SHOT shows the Barbara Worth Country Club in
Holtville as an active Ramada by Wyndham location on the
Ramada website.

During this time of year,
flowers, personalized cards and
balloons are popular gifts for
graduation ceremonies as well as
Father's Day.

Due to recent outages caused
by metallic balloons made of
Mylar, Imperial Irrigation
District's Energy Department
wishes to remind customers to
not release these balloons in the
outdoors.

"The metallic coating on
these balloons conducts electrici-
ty, and can cause a short circuit or
power surge when in contact with
power lines," said Marilyn

Gilbert, IID's Energy Department
manager. 

This can lead to large-scale
power outages, melting of elec-
trical wires, and fires, leading to
possible injuries and property
damage. In addition, outages
caused by balloons can result in
traffic congestion due to disrupt-
ed traffic signals, and cause sig-
nificant inconvenience for resi-
dents and businesses.

To reduce the risk of outages
and potential injury, IID suggests
the following tips to safely and
properly handle Mylar balloons:

•Never release a Mylar bal-

loon outdoors.
•Keep Mylar balloons away

from power lines.
•Use balloon weights.
•Never use metallic ribbon

with metallic balloons.
• Always deflate metallic bal-

loons and dispose of them prop-
erly when no longer in use.

If you see a Mylar balloon
that has contacted a power line,
keep yourself, your equipment,
and all other items and people, at
least 20 feet away. Always
assume the power lines are ener-
gized.

IID reminds customers to keep metallic
balloons away from power lines

Domestic Violence Takes Former E.C.
Woman's Life; Ex-Boyfriend, Also of E.C.,

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Two days after former El
Centro resident Miranda Sage
Milowski was sworn in as a
Texas correctional officer,
authorities say she was brutally
stabbed May 24 by her ex-
boyfriend and the father of their
three young children in San
Antonio, Texas.

Although Central Union High
School District officials refused
to confirm their attendance, it is

believed the 27-year-old
Milowski was a graduate of
Southwest High School in El
Centro. Her alleged killer,
Michael Gonzalez, also 27, is
identified as a Southwest High
graduate on his Facebook page.

Gonzalez was in a Bexar
County jail as of June 1 being
held on $600,000 bail on suspi-
cion of felony first-degree mur-
der charges for the stabbing death
of Milowski, who succumbed to
her injuries on a West Bexar
County street near where she was
attacked, a victim of domestic

violence, sheriff's officials say.
"This poor young lady paid

with her life … We had had some
dealings with both of them before
over some custody issues, but
never anything that had turned
violent," Bexar County Sheriff
Javier Salazar said during a tele-
vised May 27 press conference.

A Bexar County Sheriff's
Office public information officer,
Deputy Johnny C. Garcia, said
the tragic death of Milowski calls
attention to the need to report
instances of domestic violence if
they are happening to you or
whether you are witnessing them
happen to others. He said call the
authorities in the community
nearest where the abuse is occur-
ring.

A public GoFundMe page set
up for Milowski's funeral
expenses by her El Centro family
members had raised more than
$36,700 in just a few days. It was
no longer taking donations as of
May 28. Funeral services were
held for Milowski on May 31 and
June 1 in San Antonio.

"Miranda Milowski has the
biggest heart this world has ever
seen. She was selfless, extremely
empathetic, and free-spirited.

Continued on page 4

FORMER EL CENTRO resident, Southwest High School gradu-
ate and slain mother of three, Miranda Sage Milowski, 27, of San
Antonio, Texas, is shown dressed her in Texas state correctional
officer's uniform in a screen capture from a KENS5 CBS news
report in San Antonio. Milowski was the victim of domestic vio-
lence at the hands of her former boyfriend, Michael Gonzalez,
also 27 and a former El Centro resident.



Holtville Tribune Thursday, June 4, 2020 PAGE 4

COVID Cuts Short 'Peak of Happiness'
for VMCHS 2020 Grad After leaving an extremely

abusive relationship, she started
over in order to provide both her-
self and her three children with a
better future. She was just sworn
in as a corrections officer on May
22, 2020 and was even starting to
get abs like she always wanted!
Unfortunately, her achievements
weren't allowed to progress any
further," according to a personal
note on the GoFundMe site, pre-
sumably written by family mem-
bers.

"Her ex-boyfriend lured her
away, dropped off the kids with a
relative, and took her life. She was
stabbed in the chest several times,
jumped out of the moving vehicle
in hopes of saving her life, and
died at the scene. We're certain all
she had in mind was seeing her
children again. Miranda Milowski
is a fighter and deserves the world.
Please help us send her off the
right way," the account states.

Bexar County sheriff's
deputies were dispatched to a West
Bexar County residential neigh-
borhood in San Antonio the after-
noon of May 24 after 911 callers
reported "seeing a female jump
out of a moving vehicle. When the
area residents went to check on
her, they discovered she had sev-
eral stab wounds and was bleeding
heavily," sheriff's officials stated
in a news release.

"Area residents performed
life-saving measures until (emer-
gency medical services) arrived. A
description of the vehicle seen
fleeing was provided to respond-
ing deputies and the vehicle was
found wrecked out near" a resi-
dential intersection, authorities
reported.

"After deputies set up a
perimeter, the suspect would later
be found hiding at a residence …
and was placed into custody with-
out incident. Back at the scene
where the stabbing victim, despite
the life-saving measures, the 27-
year-old victim was pronounced
deceased," authorities stated.

The Bexar County Medical
Examiner's Office reported
Milowski died at the scene at 1:56
p.m. from multiple stab wounds.

"I know (the suspect's) been
living out of state, and I know they
have children together," Sheriff
Salazar said during the press con-
ference. "My understanding is, he
was in town for her graduation."

Milowski's mother told
KENS5 news, the CBS affiliate in
San Antonio, that her daughter had
moved from Phoenix, Arizona, to
San Antonio to escape the violent
relationship.

On Gonzalez's Facebook
page, he is listed as an electrician
for a company in Chandler,
Arizona.

Gonzalez had not been
arraigned on the charges as of June
1, Deputy Garcia said. A Bexar
County website stated Gonzalez's
next court date was listed as June
24.

KENS5 reported Milowski's
children are with her family.

"It's a horrible thing that hap-
pened. I don't even know what else
to say about it," Judith Klein-
Pritchard, director of legal servic-
es for WomanHaven, a Center for
Family Solutions, said during a
May 29 interview.

El Centro's WomanHaven, a
Center for Family Solutions, pro-
vides a slate of services for vic-
tims of domestic violence and
abuse, including help with tempo-
rary-restraining orders, emergency
and transitional sheltering options
and other services.

From anywhere in the nation,
victims of abuse can call the
national domestic violence hotline
at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233), Klein-
Pritchard said.

In Imperial County, local vic-
tims also can call WomanHaven's
24-hour hotline at 760-353-8530,
the SURE Helpline crisis/rape hot-
line numbers at 760-352-7873 or
760-352-7273, or Center for
Family Solutions' Walk-in Center
at 760-6922, she said.

"When COVID-19 started,
we discussed with (WomanHaven)
staff and Domestic Violence
Response Team members
(Imperial County District
Attorney's Office) the fear this
(stay-at-home order) would sky-
rocket family violence," Klein-
Pritchard said.

She said it's already difficult
to live under the same roof with
someone with a propensity toward
violent behavior, but to be locked
down with them at a time of stress,
when the children are at home
constantly and someone might be
out of work, the situation can be
much worse, she said.

"I don't know if that played a
part," Klein-Pritchard said. "But
there has been an increase" in
domestic violence under those
conditions.

"The very first week (of stay-
at-home orders in mid-March)
there was nothing; quiet," she said.
"Then, like a rolling stone, gather-
ing moss, gathering stuff rolling
downhill, things are increasing.

"What we're waiting for is
the proverbial ball to drop," Klein-
Pritchard explained, and there to
be a "backlash."

"We're mentally preparing
for it," she said.

She said under these condi-
tions, the abused feel like they
have nowhere to go and that it's
more difficult to get out. She
added even calling the authorities
can be more difficult, considering
COVID has affected bail sched-
ules and how long offenders are
kept in custody.

Klein-Pritchard said
WomanHaven is open throughout
the lockdown and can provide the
same level of assistance, albeit in
different ways and under modified
conditions.

"Our services are still open
here; our legal department is still
helping with restraining orders,"
Klein-Pritchard said. "We're here,
even if the process is a bit differ-
ent."

BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ

Calexico's Anna Gabriela
Davalos defines her senior year
at Vincent Memorial Catholic
High School as a peak of happi-
ness in her life. She described
how she came to this realization
while at a senior retreat centered
around personal reflection, faith
development, and bonding.

"My senior year was the
best year. I have never had (this)
many friends that I truly think are
real." Davalos said. "These peo-
ple make me feel like I have a
second family. We just all love
each other." 

Due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, her senior year was cut
short. She got the news on her
birthday.

"When it was announced
that we weren't going back to
school, it was my birthday,"
Davalos said. "I didn't think it
was going to last this long."

She is saddened by the real-
ity that she did not celebrate her
last birthday in high school, her
18th birthday, with her teachers
and classmates.

"I do feel like the pandemic
affected not only my life but the
life of seniors everywhere,"
Davalos said. "I do have very
close friends whose family mem-
bers have died, who have cried to
me over the pandemic. I know we
are praying for so many people
everywhere."

Davalos is one of the 57-
member Vincent Memorial
Catholic High School class of
2020, which graduated May 29
during a virtual ceremony.

Although it could not imme-
diately be confirmed, it is
believed this is the first time in
many years that a Vincent
Memorial graduating class did

not have a combined Mass and
graduation ceremony in a house
of worship, due to the novel
coronavirus pandemic.

Instead, the graduating class
watched the pre-recorded online
ceremony at home with family.

Continued on page 12

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-244
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Two Sisters
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
760-960-5896
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Robin Cartee
2096 Murray Drive
Holtville, CA 92250
Carly Schaffner
1590 Worthington
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrants have not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed

above.
I, Robin Cartee, Partner Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature:  Robin Cartee, Partner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 24,  2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
May 24, 2025. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  8951      
Publish: May 21, 28, June 4, 11,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-299
The following person is conducting
business as:
Cynthia’s Flower Connection
739 N Imperial Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Imperial County
760-370-3222
Mailing Address:
739 N Imperial Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Cynthia Derma
526 Lee Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: A
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
June 8, 1992
I, Cynthia A. Derma, Owner

Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Cynthia A. Derma
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 26,  2020.
NOTICE:  A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
This statement expires on: May 25,
2025.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elize Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8957      
Publish: May 21, 28, June 4, 11,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-290
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Imperial Valley Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Ram
2329 Highway 86
Imperial, CA 92251
619-987-3545
Imperial County
Mailing Address:
1411 S 22nd Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243
Imperial Valley Jeep
2329 Highway 86
Imperial, CA 92251
Mailing Address:
1411 S 22nd Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243
Imperial County
Full Name of Registrants:
Andrew’s California Auto Group Inc
1411 S 22nd Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: 
A Corporation
Articles of Incorporation:
C4562332
Registrants commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
May 19, 2020
I, David Merrill, Director, Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  David Merrill, Director
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
State of a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 20,  2020.
NOTICE: A new statement must be
filed prior to the expiration date.
This statement expires on: May 19,
2025. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8958       
Publish: June 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Milowski............from page three

FORMER EL CENTRO resi-
dent Michael Gonzalez, 27, is
shown in a Bexar County,
Texas, booking photo. He is in
a Bexar County jail on first-
degree murder charges on
$200,000 bail, accused of stab-
bing to death the mother of his
three children.       BEXAR 
COUNTY JAIL PHOTO

Clockwise from top left: Most of the 57-member Vincent Memorial
Catholic High School class of 2020 gathers in the school gym in
Calexico for a group picture in a photo provided by graduate Anna
Gabriela Davalos of Calexico from fall 2019. The Rev. Kenneth
"Father Ken" Del Priore, who is a fixture at the Kairos fellowship
retreat in Pine Valley that many Vincent seniors attend each year,
addresses students during the Catholic school's virtual graduation cer-
emony May 29 in an online screen capture. Seniors gather on campus
during fall 2019 for the school's "Water Day" festivities in fall 2019 in
a photo provided by Davalos. Vincent Memorial High's principal,
Sister Lupita Hernández, speaks to the graduating class during the
online ceremony: "Use your gifts and talents to be the best person you
can be, remember that is what makes you a great person is your heart
- kindness and humility." 
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BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ

After Alana Villa was sent to
an alternative education school as a
freshman for misconduct, she spent
her sophomore year working her
way back to Central Union High.

"I started getting into fights at
school, so because of my behavior,
they sent me to Valley Academy,"
Villa said. "When I got there, I was
so unmotivated, and I fell into a
depression because I let myself
down. I knew I was better than
that."

While there, she started to
reflect and work on herself.

"I had a good amount of time
to re-evaluate my decisions and
think about why I was there," Villa
said. 

She soon started to realize
how great Valley Academy was,
and all the ways that it could help
you if you took advantage of it.

"I started pushing and getting
everything (done) I needed to get
done," Villa said, to get back to
regular high school.

On June 2, the 18-year-old
Villa's journey came full circle,
when she was able to call herself an
official graduate of the Central
Union High School Class of 2020.  

"(I'll) never regret how my
journey, my high school experi-
ence, went. I learned so much,"
Villa said.

As she was pushing herself to
get those requirements done, she
grew as a person. She prioritized
academics, rebuilt relationships
with her classmates and teachers,
and became involved in a journal-
ism class, which boosted her confi-
dence and speaking skills.

After all her work to get back
to CUHS, she was sad that she
could not walk to receive her diplo-
ma alongside the approximately
428 students in her graduating

class.
Their principal, Craig Lyon,

addressed these unprecedented cir-
cumstances during CUHS' virtual
graduation.  

"I want to let the class of 2020
know how proud I am to be princi-
pal at Central Union High School,"
Lyon said. "Your dedication and
resiliency during this difficult time
of distance learning and the
COVID-19 pandemic is
unmatched."

He continued by thanking the
teachers, staff, administrators, and
everyone who had helped support
the school, and the graduates.  

Senior class president, Marcia
Chavez, continued the ceremony
by leading the pledge of allegiance.
The Great Spartan Band then
played the "Star-Spangled Banner,"
and continued to play different
pieces such as "I'm So Glad" and
"Spartan Medley" between speech-
es. Senior Erica Garcia

Soberanes addressed her class-
mates. She started by thanking
everyone who supported her and
then spoke about how the pandem-
ic has affected her high school
experience.

"I've realized I never wanted
high school to end. I was extreme-
ly sad and devastated ... when I
heard the announcement." Garcia
Soberanes said. "We are all hurting
in different ways, and it's unfair.
Something was taken away from us
within a blink of an eye. This was
supposed to be our year, this was
supposed to be our senior year." 

She listed some of the things
"we were supposed to do," like
having cap-and-gown and
panoramic pictures, or dress-up for
that last prom. And how they were
not able to go on all the senior trips
and pull senior pranks.

"Most importantly, we were
supposed to graduate, walk across
the stage and receive our diploma
before starting our new chapter of
our lives," said Garcia Soberanes.
"I feel your pain ... but we have to
look at what we did have and cher-
ish those moments. Moments we
are not going to give up on." 

She continued by thanking
everyone for being a part of the pep
rallies, assemblies, and other
moments that are part of high
school. She concluded by address-
ing her classmates and the class of
2021.  

"And to the upcoming class of
2021, don't blink, enjoy every
moment you have, because you
never know what could happen,
live your life to the fullest, and
most importantly, don't take things
for granted,"  Garcia Soberanes
said. "To my graduating class of
2020. This is definitely a year no
one will ever forget. ... We can say

we made history. So, congratula-
tions, we finally made it. Thank
you and good luck."

Senior Daniel Villicana fol-
lowed with some words for his
classmates.

"We all dreamed of the day
we would stand on the field with
our family and friends cheering us
on as we marched towards the
stage; instead, we are the genera-
tion that was struck with the
COVID-19 pandemic," said
Villicana. "However, the greatness
of our generation is not defined by
our misfortune but how we respond
in the face of adversity. We will be
remembered as the generation that
was able to overcome."

He spoke on how high school
was a transformative experience
for him.  He also reminded his
classmates to think about what they
have worked toward.  

"I've had so many great expe-
riences in the last four years. These
experiences have all led me to
become a more confident and
determined person without losing
sight of who I am." Villicana said.
"We all worked on something dur-
ing our time at Central. Take pride
in what you have accomplished
and remember the memories we
have made."

Holding onto the memories
that have been made is something
Alana Villa also tries to remember.
She spoke about how a parade in
their honor, and "Swag Night," an
in-car impromptu graduation, are
also heart-warming high school
moments.  

"Sometimes things happen,
and it's just life, so you just have to
take from what you got," Villa said. 

Schiltz.........................................from page one

she was surprised to receive the
BRAGG award, which stands for
"be kind, respect your reputation,
act with accountability, grow with
your experiences, and grow a
growth mindset."  

Schiltz was one of three
Imperial Valley students awarded
this honor. When asked what she
attributed her getting this award,
she said, "Displaying academic
responsibility and honesty."    

Pursuing a college degree to
build a better tomorrow for her
children has been challenging -
childcare, housing, and putting
food on table proved difficult - but
Schiltz was determined to suc-
ceed.

Schiltz's inspiration has been
her mother, Angela Marlow, and
her two children, Alexis Piper, a
14-year-old freshman at Holtville
High School, and Dillon Anzures,
her 6-year-old son in first grade at
Finley Elementary School.

"My mom is my inspiration,"
Schiltz said. "She raised me as a
single mom and always did every-
thing that she needed to do to pro-
vide for me and my two sisters.
My kids are also my inspiration,
and I can be an inspiration to them
as well."

When asked how she has
overcome challenges in life,
Schiltz said, "I faced them head
on with the support of family,
friends, and my church family."    

Seeking a Different Way
Schiltz tells how she grew up

in Holtville and moved to Indiana
after her freshmen year in high
school at age 14. Then she got
pregnant at age 15 and had a
daughter two days after she turned
16. Six months after her daughter
was born, Schiltz and her mother
moved back to Holtville.  

"I became a mother at age 16
and basically I knew I needed to
grow up and push forward. I grad-
uated high school about a year
early so that I could get my life
together for my daughter," she
said.  

"I have known Schiltz since
a child but got to know her more
about age 17. Being a single
mother, she has had numerous
obstacles, but she had determina-
tion and never quits, said Pastor
Norman Chandler of Turning
Point Ministries in Holtvile.
"Through adversity, she has
shined." 

She is very dependable and
trustworthy, which is reflected in
her contribution at church through
children's Sunday school and
vacation Bible school.  

Chandler tells how the mem-
bers of the church did a drive-by

parade celebrating her graduation,
letting her know how proud of her
they were.  

Stacie Chandler, wife of pas-
tor Chandler, said, "Kimberly is a
Godly woman. She carries herself
with dignity and has been an
inspiration to others. She has a
special way of teaching the chil-
dren and encouraging others."  

"I have a group of 'women
who persevere' and she is definite-
ly a warrior … puts her heart and
mind in it and follows the Lord.
She will be able to provide and be
a great educator," Stacie Chandler
said.

"I have actually been going
to Turning Point off and on since I
was about 17 years old," Schiltz
said.  

When Schiltz turned 18, she
left to Job Corps in San Diego.
She completed child development
studies at age 19.  

"It was a difficult decision to
try to get something done and
leave my daughter with my mom,
but I saw her often but not every
day," Schiltz said.  

Shortly after that, she got
married at age 19. Without going
into detail, Schiltz said, "Marriage
was a struggle. I stood married for
nine years and got divorced two
years ago."  

When I got back to Imperial
Valley (from Job Corps), I went
through the (Imperial Valley
Regional Occupational Program
certified nurse assistant) program
and worked as a CNA for a while.
Then worked at ARC (Imperial
Valley) for several years. She con-
sidered getting an LVN (licensed
vocational nurse), but she has
always had a passion for working
with children. 

She "prayed about it and
something told me that teaching
was a career path that I needed to
take. From that moment on, I
knew that was the path to take and
have been confident about that
decision."

Schiltz said, "I trusted God
to lead me, and that is the only
way I have been able to accom-
plish everything and go through
everything that I have."  

"It took me nine years to
graduate from IVC because I was
working and taking courses on
and off part time," she said.  

In 2018, Schiltz graduated
from Imperial Valley College with
an associate's in liberal studies.  

"Then after graduating from
IVC, I got a burst of determina-
tion and was able to complete my
bachelor's within two years at San
Diego State," Schiltz said.

Part of the liberal studies

program included a two-week
study abroad program where she
traveled to Merida, Mexico. "I
created lesson plans and taught
English to kinder through sixth-
grade children."  She stated that
she did a barbacoa sale and a TV
raffle to raise money to help fund
the trip.    

"It (abroad program) gave
me understanding of a different
culture and was beneficial
because a lot of Imperial Valley
students are Hispanic, and this
would help me with students in
the future."

COVID-19 Influence
"My last semester at SDSU-

IV was affected by the coron-
avirus, and it was definitely diffi-
cult," Schiltz added.  

Schiltz was juggling several
major areas at one time during this
last semester. "Being a teacher at
home for my two children and
staying on top of school work, but
(I) felt successful once I received
my grades - all A's in all my five
classes, which is the first time,"
she said.

Schiltz has now successfully
completed her long goal of getting
a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal
Studies but she is not finished.

"I have submitted an applica-
tion for CalState teaching creden-
tials program," she said, adding
she expects to finish in December
2021.

Becoming a mom, Schiltz
said she saw the impact a teacher
can make. "I have worked with
kids for a long time through dif-
ferent programs, and I always
known that I want to work with
kids.  

Schiltz emphasizes that her
success has been attributed to her
mom and children in addition to
her church family. "Turning Point
Life Center has always been sup-
portive of me, and (I) definitely
give credit to Suzanne and Julia
who are my closest friends who
graduated with me," said Schiltz. 

Failure was not an option for
Schiltz. When asked, what piece
of advice would you give to any-
one going through a challenge,
she responded, "Never give up." 

RECENT SAN DIEGO State University-Imperial Valley campus
graduate Kimberly Schiltz stands with her two children, Alexis
Piper (right), a 14-year-old freshman at Holtville High School,
and Dillon Anzures, her 6-year-old son, who attends Finley
Elementary School. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

CUHS' Villa Works Her Way Back to Graduating with Class of 2020

Clockwise from top left: Scenes from Central Union High School's Class
of 2020 virtual graduation ceremony include Principal Craig Lyon's
address to seniors, the Great Spartan Band performances from football
games, a "senior speech from Erica Garcia Soberanes, a submitted
photo from graduate Alana Villa from the recent CUHS car parade, and
a "senior speech" from Daniel Villicana.
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going to have those who try to
disrupt a peaceful protest on social
media. I want to say to those peo-
ple, your attempt to silence us
failed. This is going to be peaceful.
That's how we do it," Smith said.

He was referring to the rumors
that caught fire through social
media much of May 31 and came
to a head early June 1 warning that
busloads of "out-of-town" protes-
tors were descending on the
Imperial Valley to cause mayhem,
similar to that in many American
cities and as near to the Valley as
La Mesa, where buildings have
burned and some ill-intentioned
protestors have looted and attempt-
ed to injure law enforcement per-
sonnel.

While business owners
throughout the Valley, from big-
box chains like Walmart, Target
and Home Depot, to local busi-
nesses along downtown Main
Street near the site of the protest,
boarded up their entrances and
windows in anticipation of trouble,
no trouble ever transpired. 

Younger protestors got a little
boisterous later in the night as
crowds left the courthouse follow-
ing the rally and moved their cries
for social justice to the sidewalks
of Imperial Avenue near Main. By
and large, though, the demonstra-
tion remained peaceful and were
certainly not violent.

"Our actions speak louder than
words," said one anonymous pro-
testor when asked whether the late-
night crowd would remain peace-
ful.

No reports of unrest were
immediately reported.  

Earlier, law enforcement offi-
cials and first responders spent
much of the day June 1 getting
ready for the protest by searching
the city and other communities for
signs of groups from out of the
area, dispelling the rumors but
being prepared nonetheless,
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo told this newspaper a few
hours before the protest started. 

I.V. Social Justice Committee
Chairperson Marlene Thomas fur-
ther put to bed rumors that out-of-
town protestors would attend the
event.

"Absolutely not. No one came
from out of town for this rally.

There is a lot of fake news, a lot of
people trying to discourage us
from this event. We worked close-
ly with law enforcement in putting
this event together."

Thomas explained that she
does not see law enforcement as a
problem; rather, they are a part of
the solution and that everyone in
the community is part of that solu-
tion.

At the courthouse, organizers
brought together several hundred
supporters who were representa-
tive of the Valley's ethnic diversity,
as vehicles driving by the protest
honked their horns in support non-
stop throughout the event.

Smith was adamant about
keeping the protest peaceful.

"Violence deters from peace.
This rally brought us together as a
community. We are trying to
bridge the gap between the com-
munity and the police. We are not
anti-police. We are anti-police bru-
tality," Smith said.

"I know that there are some
(police officers) in every depart-
ment who are racist. The Ku Klux
Klan and white supremacists have
infiltrated police departments
across this country. The fact that
they are killing blacks indiscrimi-
nately is proof that they have anti-
black people in every department
across this country," Smith added.

Still, Smith knows there are
good officers out there, and event
organizers invited local law
enforcement agents to speak at the
rally. Gerardo spoke, as did El
Centro Police Chief Brian
Johnson, who gave a powerful
speech in support of the movement
to end racism and police brutality.

"I denounce the actions that we
saw that took a human life. I can't
stand in your shoes, but God gave
me two ears to listen to you. There
have been times when our actions
as law enforcement agents may not
have met your expectations."
Johnson continued, "I am a
Chinese-American, bi-racial
American, like many of you. Like
you, I know the pain of racism and
bigotry, the color of your skin, the
slant in your eyes, or the accent in
your voice."

Demonstrations and law
enforcement agents stood together
on the steps of the courthouse in

urging America and the local com-
munity to unite and overcome this
challenging moment in history.

"I know God has united us in
one simple way. It's my blood. It's
everybody's blood. We know life is
not going to be easy and the things
we face as a community are not
easy, and that is why we are here
every single day," Johnson said,
"It's an honor to be your chief of
police. You are my boss. I work for
you."

Adrian Lawson of El Centro
felt inspired after the rally.

"We showed the other cities,
counties and states that we can do
a peaceful protest without violence
and looting. I am glad we
(Imperial Valley residents) came
together today to stand for the
injustice against African-American
people," she said.

Paul W. Cox of El Centro
stood on the sidewalk in front of
the courthouse during the rally
burning a bundle of sage.

"I think the town overreacted a
little bit out of fear by boarding
everything up, but I understand it.
There is more love here than that,"
Cox said. "Maybe there is a little
ignorance on some peoples' behalf.
Some of the signs were on both
extreme beliefs. I hope this will
help move the pendulum towards
the middle."

Cox said he feels that bigger
cities could have prevented looting
during recent protests and that put
more fear in citizens of small
towns.

"If we could just preach love
and peace, less crazy looting will
happen. But is makes sense
because America was built with a
lot of violence. It kind of happens
here," he said.

Although no trouble ever
occurred, there was a heavy law
enforcement presence around
town.

About a dozen mounted U.S.
Border Patrol agents gathered on
horseback behind the Calexico
Chronicle office parking lot during
the rally.

Border Patrol Agent Mike
Matzke, who is president of the
local patrol agents' union, spoke to
a Chronicle reporter. 

"My biggest concern is the
safety of our guys. Nobody wants

to see their town burned down,"
Matzke said.

Also, El Centro Police
Department's Facebook made
posts before, during and after the
protest to urge "calm and unity in
light of events in other cities."

Meanwhile, Linda Gardner,
owner of In Your Home Health
Care, attended in support of the
rally.

"I think that rally is a good
thing as long as it stays here. I am

concerned because I have a busi-
ness on Main Street in El Centro. If
they were to burn us up, it would
take us a long time to get back to
helping people."

Gardner said she has not expe-
rienced any racism from the local
law enforcement community but
does have two Hispanic employees
who have.

James Brooks of Brawley
attended the rally to support the
cause. 

"It shows there are a lot of peo-
ple who care. I honestly didn't
think this many people would be
here. I'm with it. I like the move-
ment, it's heartfelt," Brooks said.

Brooks said he feels racism
runs rampant through law enforce-
ment communities across the
country. 

"Of course, racism is every-
where. It needs to stop. This is a
step and hopefully it can open peo-
ple's eyes. That's why we are here,

to bring peace to all the racists," he
said.

"I feel our community learned
from the rest of the other counties
and states what happens when we
weren't heard," Ashley Rodriguez
of El Centro told a reporter after
the rally. 

"I appreciated that the cops
were quick to kneel and show us
that we had a voice and we were
heard," she said.
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Protest..........................................................from page one

AN UNIDENTIFIED PROTESTOR stands atop a base in front
of the columns of the iconic County Courthouse with his arm
raised and a Black Lives Matter poster in his other hand near the
end of the evening rally against racism and police brutality on
June 1. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Son, Graduating high school is just one accomplishment on the list of many more that you will
achieve in your lifetime. Here's to hoping you have the desire and commitment to achieve even

better greatness throughout your lifetime.
Happy Graduation!! You've Made Us Proud!

SDSU San Diego Will be waiting for you!!
Love Dad, Mom, Brothers and Family
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Trustee Sale No. CA1700278769
Notice Of Trustee's Sale
Title Order No. 8697137 APN
045-100-055-00; 045-100-057-
000; 045-100-069-000 You Are
In Default Under A Deed Of
Trust Dated 05/01/2012.  Unless
You Take Action To Protect Your
Property, It May Be Sold At A
Public Sale.  If You Need An
Explanation Of The Nature Of
The Proceedings Against You,
You Should Contact A Lawyer.
On 06/23/2020 at 2:00PM, First
American Title Insurance
Company as the duly appointed
Trustee under and pursuant to
Deed of Trust recorded on May 9,
2012 as Document Number
2012-010231 of official records
in the Office of the Recorder of
Imperial County, California, exe-
cuted by:  Imperial Palms Resort,
LLC, as Trustor, Clearinghouse
Community Development
Financial Institution, as
Beneficiary, Will Sell At Public
Auction To The Highest Bidder
For Cash (payable at time of sale
in lawful money of the United
States, by cash, a cashier's check
drawn by a state or national bank,
a check drawn by a state or feder-
al credit union, or a check drawn
by a state or federal savings and
loan association, savings associa-
tion, or savings bank specified in
section 5102 of the Financial
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state).  At: the front
steps to the County Courthouse,
939 Main St., El Centro, CA, all
right, title and interest conveyed
to and now held by it under said
Deed of Trust in the property sit-
uated in said County, California
describing the land therein:
See Exhibit "A" attached hereto
and incorporated by reference
herein The property heretofore

described is being sold "as is".
The street address and other com-
mon designation, if any, of the
real property described above is
purported to be:  2050 Country
Club Drive, Holtville, CA
92250. The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if
any, shown herein.  Said sale will
be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided
in said note(s), advances, if any,
under the terms of the Deed of
Trust, estimated fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of
Trust, to-wit:  $3,528,511.81
(Estimated) Accrued interest and
additional advances, if any, will
increase this figure prior to sale.
The beneficiary under said Deed
of Trust heretofore executed and
delivered to the undersigned a
written Declaration of Default
and Demand for Sale, and a writ-
ten Notice of Default and
Election to Sell.  The under-
signed caused said Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the
real property is located and more
than three months have elapsed
since such recordation. Notice To
Potential Bidders: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bid-
ding at a trustee auction. You will
be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the high-
est bid at a trustee auction does
not automatically entitle you to
free and clear ownership of the

property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. Notice To Property
Owner: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee,
or a court, pursuant to Section
2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale
postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may
visit the website below using the
file number assigned to this case.
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in dura-
tion or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected on the
Internet Web site. The best way
to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled
sale. For information on sale
dates please visit our website at:
http://www.firstam.com/title/com
mercial/foreclosure/ Date:
5/21/20 First American Title
Insurance Company 4380 La
Jolla Village Drive Suite 110 San
Diego, CA 92122 (858) 410-
2158 /s/David Z. Bark,
Foreclosure Trustee Exhibit "A"
Parcel 1: That Portion Of Tract
46, Township 15 South, Range 15
East, S.B.M., In An
Unincorporated Area Of The
County Of Imperial, State Of
California, According To The
Official Plat Thereof, Described
As Follows: Beginning At The
Southeast Corner Of Said Tract
46; Thence Along The Boundary
Of Said Tract 46 As Follows:
North 0° 08' West, 1320.14 Feet
To The Northeast Corner Of Said
Tract 46; Thence South 89° 56'
10" West 1361 Feet To The
Northwesterly Corner Of Land
First Described In Book 885,
Page 521 Of Official Records Of
Imperial County, Dated May 17,

1954; Thence Continuing Along
The Northerly Line Of Said Tract
46, South 89° 56' 10" West,
184.89 Feet To The Most
Westerly Corner Of That Parcel
Of Land Described In Book
1271, Page 1184 Of Official
Records Of Imperial County,
Dated December 30, 1968;
Thence Along The Boundary Of
Said Parcel Last Above Referred
To, South 35° 50' 30" East,
1626.27 Feet To The Southerly
Line Of Said Tract 46; Thence
Along The Said Southerly Line
North 89° 58' East, 62.34 Feet To
The Southwesterly Corner Of
Said Land First Described In Said
Book 885, Page 521 Above
Referred To; Thence Continuing
Along Said Southerly Line North
89° 58' East, 530.88 Feet To The
Point Of Beginning. Excepting
Therefrom That Portion Lying
Within Tract 820 According To
Map On File In Book 12, Page 34
Of Final Maps In The Office Of
The County Recorder Of
Imperial County. Also Excepting
Therefrom That Portion Lying
Within Tract 839 According To
Map On File In Book 13, Page 14
Of Final Maps In The Office Of
The County Recorder Of
Imperial County. Also Excepting
Therefrom That Portion Of Tract
46 Described As Follows:
Beginning At The Southwest
Corner Of Lot 6, Tract 820
According To Map On File In
Book 12, Page 34 Of Final Maps,
In The Office Of The County
Recorder Of Imperial County;
Thence West 5 Feet; Thence
North 72 Feet; Thence East 5
Feet To The Northwest Corner Of
Said Lot 6; Thence South Along
The West Line Of Said Lot 6 To
The Point Of Beginning. Parcel
2: Lots 16 And 17, Section 33,
And Lots 4, 15 And 17, Section
34 And That Portion Of Tract 68,
Township 15 South, Range 15
East, S.B.M., In An
Unincorporated Area Of The
County Of Imperial, State Of
California, According To The
Official Plat Thereof, Described
As Follows: Beginning At The
Southwest Corner Of Said Tract
68; Thence East Along The South
Line Of Said Tract, 3005.6 Feet;
Thence North Parallel With The
West Line Of Said Tract, 540.7
Feet To The South Line Of The
Right Of Way Of Holton Inter-
Urban Railway; Thence
Southwesterly Along The South
Line Of Said Right Of Way To
The Intersection Thereof With
The West Line Of Tract 68;
Thence South Along Said West
Line To The Point Of Beginning.
Excepting That Portion Of Tract
68, Conveyed To W.G. Driver By
Deed Recorded October 2, 1917
In Book 128, Page 84 Of Deeds.

Also Excepting That Portion
Conveyed To The State Of
California By Deed Recorded In
Book 885, Page 522 Of Official
Records. Also Excepting
Therefrom That Portion Of Tract
68, Township 15 South, Range 15
East, S.B.M., Described As
Follows: Beginning At The
Northwest Corner Of Tract 47,
Township 15 South, Range 15
East, S.B.M.; Thence North 0°
08' West Along A Line Which Is
The Northerly Prolongation Of
The West Line Of Said Tract 47,
389.28 Feet To A Point; Thence
South 84° 30' 20" West, 895.70
Feet To A Point On The South
Right Of Way Line Of U.S.
Highway 80, Said Point Being
Highway Station 371 +90.80 As
Shown On State Of California
Division Of Highway Right Of
Way Map On District Xi, County
Of Imperial, Route 27, Section C,
Sheet 31, Survey Of 1952 And
Said Point Also Being The True
Point Of Beginning; Thence
South 5° 29' 40" East 150 Feet To
A Point; Thence South 84° 30'
20" West, 150 Feet To A Point;
Thence North 5° 29' 40" West,
150 Feet To A Point On Said
South Right Of Way Line Of U.S.
Highway 80; Thence Along Said
South Right Of Way Line Of U.S.
Highway 80, 150 Feet To The
True Point Of Beginning. Also
Excepting All Of Tract 729,
County Of Imperial, State Of
California, According To Map On
File In Book 9, Page 35 Of Final
Maps In The Office Of The
County Recorder Of Imperial
County. Also Excepting From
Said Lot 15, Any Portion Thereof
Lying Within Tract 839,
According To Map On File In
Book 13, Page 14 Of Final Maps
In The Office Of The County
Recorder Of Imperial County.
Parcel 3: All That Portion Of
Government Lot 6, Section 34,
Township 15 South, Range 15
East, S.B.M., In An
Unincorporated Area Of The
County Of Imperial, State Of
California, According To The
Official Plat Thereof, Lying West
Of The County Road Now
Established And Used Over Said
Lot, Said Road Commonly
Known As Barbara Worth Road.
May 28, June 4, 11, 2020
Legal 8952

CLASSIFIED ADS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-262
The following person is conducting
business as:
Desert Fence
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc #33
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 4191 
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrant:
German Almazan
1850 Lincoln Ave. Spc. #33
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I, German Almazan Declare that all

of the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature:  German Almazan,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 5,  2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: May 4, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6341       
Publish: May 14, 21, 28, June 4,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the Budget of Holtville Unified School District/ROP
of Imperial County

The governing board of Holtville Unified District/ROP will hold a
Public Hearing on the BUDGET OF THE DISTRICT FOR THE
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021, prior to final adoption as required
by Education Code Section 42103.

The Public Hearing will be held at: HUSD Board Room, 621 E. 6th
Street, Holtville, CA 92250 on June 22, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

The public is cordially invited to attend this meeting.

The proposed budget will be on file and available for public inspec-
tion at the following location(s) and dates should members of the
public wish to review the budget prior to the public hearing.

Location: HUSD Office,  621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA 92250
Dates available for inspection: June 17, 2020
During the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

J. Todd Finnell, Ed.D.
County Superintendent of Schools
Publish: June 4, 2020
Legal: 8954



Gavin Newsom can recognize this and
restore the same type of "localism" and
local control to Imperial County offi-
cials that he has ceded to 48 other
California counties, which continue to
return to some semblance of normalcy.

Kelley said with Mexicali resi-
dents with U.S. citizenship or essential
travel documents coming and going,
San Diego County opening further and
more lax standards in neighboring
Arizona, conditions don't allow for
Imperial County to meet the state crite-
ria to move deeper into the so-called
state Roadmap to Recovery.

"We'd like to submit a variance
report to Sacramento (showing we have
met the criteria to open further), but
conditions don't allow that. It's out of
our control," Kelley said June 2. 

"I request this board send a letter
to the governor to let us open up," he
said. "Our community for nine weeks
has been following everything asked of
us."

But, Kelley said, Imperial County
is at the mercy of many factors sur-
rounding our isolated community,
including internal factors that necessi-
tate "personal responsibility."

Speaking directly to the public
during the June 2 county board meeting,
Kelley said, "You make that choice to
go to a pool party, or an assembly, or to
not wear a mask."

He added it's time to explain to
Newsom "who and where we are," and
that his office "can't tell the public it's a
local control issue and then fail to honor
that" here.

Surging COVID-19 conditions in
Imperial County are not "going away
anytime soon. We have to learn to live
with it," Kelley said. "This (letter)
needs to be sent now, as soon as possi-
ble."

The letter was sent out June 3,
according to county Public Information
Office Linsey Dale. Kelley asked it be
sent out without the Public Health
Department's "variance report," but
county executive staff suggested the
report be included even if it does not
meet the state's criteria to move further
into the state roadmap.

The State of COVID in the
County

True to form as in past holidays,
such as Mother's Day (May 10), El
Centro Regional Medical Center offi-
cials reported a surge in COVID-posi-
tive cases some seven to 10 days fol-
lowing Memorial Day weekend, which
was celebrated May 23-25.

On June 3, ECRMC Chief
Executive Officer Adolphe Edward said
a surge of patients began June 2 that
required numerous transfers by
REACH and Mercy air ambulance to
more acute-care facilities outside
Imperial County. 

He said there were a total of 98
patients - 43 of whom were COVID
positive - in the hospital as of midday
June 3, including 11 intensive-care unit
patients.

Additionally, ECRMC officials
confirmed what appears to be the first
COVID-related death of a frontline
healthcare worker. 

"It is with great sadness that we
inform you of the passing of Adan
Maldonado from the medical-imaging
division. Adan passed away on Monday
(June 1). He had been a valued member
of our team since September 2011 and
will be greatly missed," Edward said
during a Facebook Live update. "Please
keep Adan's family in your thoughts as
they go through this difficult time. The
family wishes to thank all of Adan's col-
leagues and everyone who was by his
side assisting him in his care."

Maldonado died in the El Centro
hospital, confirmed Chief Strategy
Officer Cathy Kennerson.

Edward said a memorial honoring
the life of Maldonado, who was report-
edly an ultrasound technician, will be
set up in the hospital's lobby at 7 p.m.
June 9.

Total COVID patient count in
Imperial County between El Centro and
Brawley's Pioneers Memorial Hospital
was 60 COVID patients as of June 3,
with 17 in the ICUs. Twenty-nine venti-
lators were in use Valley-wide.

While Edward described a non-
specific number of transfers outside
Imperial County from El Centro
Regional on June 3, as of June 1, coun-
ty Emergency Medical Services Agency
officials confirmed that since May 19
some 200 individuals have been trans-
ported out of the area via air or ground
ambulance to other acute-care hospitals
around the region.

"It has slowed in the last few
days, but transfers continue to occur,"
county EMSA Medical Director Dr.
Kathy Staats said June 1.

She added that after a full week of
operation, some seven people were
recovering in the Imperial Valley
College Federal Medical Station, which
she said had been renamed an
"Alternative Care Site," in keeping with
other such sites around the state. She
said as of June 1, three people had been
discharged from the short-term facility.

Cases of COVID in Imperial
County have yet to peak, with Imperial
County Public Health Director, Dr.
Stephen Munday, reporting June 2 that
he expects the Memorial Day surge to
extend past a seven- to 10-day period,
and possibly into 14 days, due to what
has been previously witnessed with
incubation periods for the virus.

"We feel we are still on the
upswing of our epidemiological curve,"
Munday said.

Imperial County passed the
1,000-mark for active cases, as of 10:30
a.m. June 3, with 1,010 active COVID
cases. There have been some 2,025 total
positive cases so far, 986 recoveries, a
total of 12,700 patients tested, and 29
deaths. The number of deaths has been
holding at 29 since 9 a.m. June 1, so it
wasn't immediately known if
Maldonado's death at ECRMC is con-
sidered No. 29 or an as-yet unaccounted
No. 30.

Although the rate of COVID hos-
pitalization per 100,000 residents can
vary greatly from day to day due to a
smaller number of county residents,
Munday said Imperial County is still
consistently high on the list.

As of June 1, Munday stated the
county was still No. 1 with 40.1 hospi-
talized patients per 100,000 residents.
That ranking dropped several places
just a day later, according to the state
Public Health Department website. 

Testing Capacity and Vulnerable
Populations

Even as the county board seeks
state approval to open more businesses
in Imperial County, including those
businesses firmly established in higher-
risk areas of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the
roadmap, like barbershops, hair salons,
fitness centers and dine-in eateries,
county officials push to get more people
tested for COVID to get a handle on the
numbers.

The county is requesting more
"local" control over what it can and
cannot open despite being far from
achieving state metrics for "epidemio-
logical stability," or the ability for local
containment of the virus. 

The percentage of those testing
positive for COVID-19 over a seven-
day period remains extremely high.
Whereas the state is requiring 8 percent
or fewer over a seven-day period,
Imperial County was at 24.57 percent as
of June 3.

Increased testing is proving a
blessing and a curse. Often increased
numbers of tests have resulted in lower
percentages, yet in Imperial County, the
opposite has been seen, Supervisors'
Chairman Luis Plancarte has said previ-
ously.

Munday earlier in the week said
Imperial County was utilizing its single
state-funded OptumServe testing site
that recently moved and opened in
Calexico on June 1 to 85 percent of its
capacity, qualifying the county to
receive a second state-funded site,
which opened in Veterans' Memorial
Hall in Imperial on June 3.

County Environmental Health
Director Jeff Lamoure, who has been

coordinating with OptumServe, said the
second site greatly increases Imperial
County's daily testing capabilities. He
said what was around a testing capacity
of 400 a couple of weeks ago increased
to 550 tests per day as of June 2, which
he indicated would increase to a capac-
ity of 682 tests a day as of June 3.

Some Imperial County residents
were reporting backlogs of appoint-
ments at the first OptumServe site and a
diminished number of available tests at
local providers' offices.

Munday, however, disputed that
local testing capabilities were in any-
way being overrun during a press con-
ference June 1. He said the Public
Health Department was able to get test-
ing samples to San Diego County labs
for processing when needed.

Lamoure did confirm that there
was about a week and a half wait to get
an appointment at the initial
OptumServe site as of June 1. One of
the reasons that could be happening was
that is where Imperial County officials
were sending some staff to get tested
who are serving "vulnerable popula-
tions" like jail inmates and those at
skilled nursing facilities, Munday said.

There is a push to address a grow-
ing number of infections among the vul-
nerable populations. "We're aggressive-
ly testing people" going into skilled
nursing facilities, workers, and patients,
Munday said. He indicated that while
infections had previously not presented
themselves at skilled nursing facilities
like other areas of the country, that has
begun to change here. He also said there
has been more of an emphasis to test jail
inmates and jail staff.

In terms of available data for vul-
nerable populations, 23 jail inmates and
10 jail staff members have tested posi-
tive, two nursing facility patients and
eight staff members have tested positive
and four homeless individuals have test-
ed positive for the virus, public health

spokesperson Andrea Bowers con-
firmed June 2. 

Messaging and Personal
Responsibility

One of the key pieces of logic
behind Ryan Kelley's desire to lobby
state officials to return some local con-
trol over the decision-making process is
the need for personal responsibility,
something fundamentality lacking
throughout the region as locals watch
counties and states around us - and their
residents - move more freely. 

Local officials can only remind
Imperial County residents so often that
stay-in-place orders, requirements to
socially distance and requirements to
wear face coverings remain in place.

While Chairman Plancarte
acknowledged the "county and its peo-
ple have done everything they can to
make the criteria and metrics," he said,
"No way can we make those numbers if
you don't change your social distancing
and your practices.

"The moment you leave (home)
and go do your own thing … and move
like nothing is happening," he said,
"you ruin everything we're trying to do.

"We need your help," Plancarte
implored.

County Public Health Director
Janette Angulo took it even further
when she said there has been a team of
public information officers at public
health sending out "messages" in multi-
ple formats and languages since
February, including through websites,
social media, radio, print, video, live in-
person presentations in outlying areas,
weekly press conferences.

Yet it's all for naught without pub-
lic accountability and responsibility, he
said.

"What you do after work mat-
ters," Angulo added. Employers can do
extra sanitizing, require masks and
social distancing, "but those workers
have to do that, too, outside."
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VMCHS.............from page four
"Father Ken" opened the virtual

ceremony.
"This graduation of 2020 is like

no other," said the Rev. Kenneth Del
Priore, better known as "Father Ken"
to the many Vincent Memorial youths
over the years who have attended the
Kairos fellowship retreat in Pine
Valley that Davalos was referring to
earlier.

"But your youth, your intelli-
gence, and especially your love of
what is right and true, will carry you
and allow you to fulfill your dreams
and desires," Del Priore said.

In the spirit of Vincent Memorial's
Catholic tradition, Del Priore contin-
ued the ceremony with a prayer and
concluded with a reminder to continue
social distancing.

Vincent Memorial High's princi-
pal, Sister Lupita Hernández, of the
Sister Servants of the Blessed
Sacrament, addressed the graduating
class.  

"God has a unique path for each
one of you, but you need to have
goals, motivation, courage, and most
importantly, faith to follow your path
and get whatever God wants you to
be," Hernandez said. "Use your gifts
and talents to be the best person you
can be, remember that is what makes
you a great person is your heart, kind-
ness and humility." 

Lourdes Ramirez, a teacher at
Vincent, introduced each of the gradu-
ates, including Davalos, who attended
the private Catholic school for all four
years of her high school career.

Davalos was active on campus
and was a part of the Hispanic litera-
ture drama club, film club, choir,
youth group, softball and soccer
teams, and volunteered to help on her
class' board.

She wasn't always so outgoing.
Actually, high school got off to a
rocky start for Davalos.

Still known as the girl who sings
at Vincent, that wasn't always a good
thing, she explained.

It's a central theme in one of the
memories that stands out most from
her high school career. It was also a
turning point for her, of sorts.

"Being a freshman was hard
already, but people, knowing I was a
singer, signed me up for the talent
show," Davalos said. "It was a boy
who played the ukulele, a beatboxer,
and I." 

They were nervous since they
were new to the school and were about
to perform in front of everyone.  

"My voice was nervous at first,
but then I started to sound better," said
Davalos. "You start hearing everyone
cheering, wanting me to succeed when
I thought everyone wanted me to fail.
We finished, and everyone loves it. It's
amazing you can hear the crowd
cheering and people standing up." 

Soon after, seniors were coming
up to her and congratulating her.

"My little freshman heart wanted
to die," Davalos said with a laugh. "I
think that little thing, singing, defined
me in high school - I became known as
the girl who sings at Vincent."

Davalos shared how her high
school journey was full of ups and
downs.

"I didn't have many friends at the
beginning. There was a while I was
alone, and I didn't know what to do,"
said Davalos. "Because I could not
find where I fit in for the first years - it
was hard because I felt alone."

But things started to look up for
Davalos in the second part of her
sophomore year. 

"I started hanging out with people,
being more outgoing, playing soccer,
and I got closer to people," Davalos
said. "And I started having so much
fun at Vincent. I met people I never
thought would think the same way as
me, and we had fun together." 

That's why having her senior year
cut short by the novel coronavirus
pandemic had such an impact on her.

Still, Davalos is grateful that the
pandemic brought her closer to family.

"This pandemic has taught me
that I am fortunate enough to have my
whole family here," Davalos said.
"Even though we get tired of each
other, I am very grateful for them. I
have a new appreciation for them." 

Hopefully, depending on the state
of the pandemic, Davalos will be
attending Westmont College in Santa
Barbara to study English and Spanish
literature. Eventually, she would like
to study literature abroad and possibly
go to graduate school. Having been a
tutor for many years, she is passionate
about teaching and hopes to do so for
a living.

"Other than that, I want to take it
a step at a time because the future
holds many things that we can't plan
for," said Davalos. Legal 8956 Publish:June 4, 2020
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