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Holtville Chamber Of Commerce
Airs 'Shop Local' Commercials

Celebrated Band Director Retires
From Holtville High School

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

The Holtville Chamber of
Commerce began airing commer-
cials on July 7 featuring several
of its businesses in an effort to

encourage residents to "shop
local," a chamber official said.

"We are going to get about
300 commercials over the next
three months on ABC, Fox and 

Continued on page 2

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

After 49 years of teaching,
Holtville High School's beloved
band director Lendal Macon has
decided to hang up his baton, but
his legacy will live on in the
hearts and songs of his students.

"Most kids are in band for all
four years and we become like a
family. I had the best career that
any teacher could hope for. They
were all great, always remained
my friends, and I will always
love them," Macon said.

A few weeks ago, past stu-
dents and parents surprised
Macon with a drive-by retirement
parade, where they honked horns
and held signs with messages like
"Happy retirement Mr. Macon,"
"We Love You Mr. "Macon."

"It was very special for me. I
can still hear it and see it now. It
made me feel so humble happy
and such a memorable thing they
did for me. Those are the kind of
students and parents that I had,"
Macon said.

Macon will be replaced as
band director at Holtville High by
former student Yvonne Marino.
During high school, Holtville
Middle School Principal Eric
Velasquez used to play trombone
for Macon.

The band director's illustrious
career had humble beginnings.

"My music career began in
the fourth grade as I entered the

band. Half way through the year,
Franklin County High School,
the high school band director
asked if I was willing to partici-
pate in the band," said Macon,
who played percussion from
fourth grade to the second semes-
ter of my sophomore year at
Winchester, Tenn. He moved to
Holtville in February 1963 with
his parents. 

"After high school I went to
IVC and graduated there with an
associate's degree before going to
Winchester, Tenn., to attend
Middle Tennessee State

University. I studied music there.
Percussion was my primary
instrument," said Macon,
explaining beginner music teach-
ers learn how to play all the
instruments in order to be able to
teach students how to play them.

Macon didn't graduate in
Tennessee and moved back to
Holtville and went to work in
grocery stores and other similar
jobs and ended up falling in love
and getting married.

Continue on page 8

BELOVED HOLTVILLE HIGH School Band Director and
music instructor Lendal Macon is shown in the Vikings' band
room. After 49 years, Macon decided to retire this summer.
COURTESY PHOTO

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

After the June 28 fire in
Niland, residents from every city
in the county heeded the call to
help the 43 families displaced
from their homes by the disaster.

"It started the night of the fire.
We went quietly on behalf of the
Calipatria Chamber of
Commerce and bought $150 of
food from Jack in the Box and a

big pot of coffee for victims of
the fire who were at Calipatria
High School. There were about
20 families there who needed
food," Calipatria Chamber
President George Prieto said dur-
ing a July 7 telephone interview.

Prieto made eight trips to
from Calipatria to Niland in his
truck over the next few days
delivering supplies to families
who lost their homes.

"The response to calls on
Facebook to help the community
of Niland were so overwhelming.
The Niland Community Center,
the Calipatria Chamber of
Commerce and the
Calipatria/Niland Family
Resource Center, the three ware-
houses used to store donations
area overflowing with goods,"
said Prieto, confirming that dona-
tion centers have asked locals to
stop donating goods for the time
being as those affected have little
space for storage in temporary
hotel rooms.

"I think it was out of their
heart from the people in the coun-
ty to donate. Spread the Love,
Black Lives Matter, the IID,
Brawley (American Legion) Post
60, the Latter-day Saints
(Mormon church), the Brawley
wrestling teams, parolees from
Calipatria State Prison and many
other local non-profits were gen-
erous in their assistance to those
in need," said Prieto, mentioning
there was also a giveaway in
C a l i p a t r i a  o n  J u l y  8  f o r

Continue on page 4 

Supervisors
Make $100K
Available for
Niland Fire

Response, Declare
Emergency

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

As much as $100,000 is
available to help Niland residents
impacted by the June 28 fire that
destroyed a huge swath of the
community and razed some 40
structures.

However, an exact amount
that will be needed for those who
lost everything won't be known
for a while, Imperial County
Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. said.

More than 150 residents were 

Continue on page 4

Ulloa Brothers: Looking Back On Broken
Barriers As Broadcasting Execs 

BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ

From B Street in "B-Town,"
the Ulloa brothers are literally

and figuratively miles removed
from their humble roots in
Brawley at a time when Latino
segregation was the norm.

Today, these brothers can be

seen as key figures in a Brown
Pride movement that might not
readily recognize their names,
but their influence on generations
of Latinos and Hispanics in lega-
cy media cannot be overstated. 

They are pioneers in Spanish-
language broadcasting who part-
ly got their start in the Imperial
Valley and went on to much suc-
cess, as few Mexican-Americans
have done in the corporate world,
becoming major players in tradi-
tional media formats of television
and radio, creating space for
Hispanic/Latino communities to
see and voice themselves in the
United States.

As executives of each of their
own media stations, the Ulloa
brothers - Walter, Roland, and
Ronald -say they have never had
the opportunity to reflect on the
contributions over their 30-plus-
years in the industry to a publica-
tion from their home, Imperial 

Continued on page 5

RAISED IN BRAWLEY, the Ulloa brothers have gone to success-
ful careers in Latino/Hispanic legacy media, running television
and radio stations. Shown are brothers (from left to right)
Ronald, now 65, Walter, now 71, and Roland, now 69. COURTESY
PHOTO

THE HOLTVILEL CHAMBER of Commerce started a 300-com-
mercial advertising campaign on a local television station July 7 to
promote local businesses. COURTESY PHOTO/SCREEN SHOT

Community Overwhelms
Donation Center In Niland



Telemundo. I did the voice over on it and
am really excited about (it) and thought it
came out very well," said Rosie Allegranza
of the Holtville chamber, who saw the com-
mercial on television before leaving to work
on July 7.

There are different versions of the com-
mercials, each featuring Holtville businesses
with Spanish versions also being made for
Telemundo, Allegranza said. She described
the commercial as a carousel advertisement
for businesses in Holtville.

The businesses included in the commer-
cials are the Holtville Taco Shop, Los
Cerritos, George's Pizza, Coopers West
Insurance, Imperial Hardware, which is now
Holtville Ace Hardware, Vic's Air
Conditioning and Electrical, Dr. Soum's
office, Parkers Pharmacy, Baja Desert Tire
Company, and D'Lupitas Mexican
Restaurant.

Allegranza mentioned that long-time

Holtville business Imperial Hardware was
recently bought out by Ace Hardware.

"I found out about the commercial by one
of the representatives from the Chambers of
Commerce. Rosie Allegranza personally told
me about the commercial. I saw the commer-
cial and it is very good," said Anuj Shukla of
Parkers Pharmacy, who hopes the commer-
cial will help his business.

"Rosie (Allegranza) goes to church with
Laura Goodsell, one of the owners of
Coopers West, and asked her about partici-
pating in the commercial," Holtville City
Council Member Mike Goodsell, who also
works at Coopers West Insurance, said. "It
looks pretty good. Not bad at all for little ol'
Holtville. It is a high-quality commercial and
I think any kind of advertisement we get will
help business."

"It's amazing that we got to come out in
a commercial. We found out through the
Holtville Chamber of

Commerce. It is a very good opportunity for
us to get our name out there and support
small businesses about us. I had a few cus-
tomers that actually saw it already," said
Blanca McClure, owner of George's Pizza.

The Holtville chamber has made it a
point of going through great lengths in the
past few months to help its members during
the pandemic.

"In June I was going to one business a
day with the Carrot Festival Court to stand in
front of the businesses with a bullhorn and
sign, and it helped to boost up customers,"
Allegranza said.

Irene Imhoff of KECY TV, a Holtville
native, reached out to the chamber and gave
the organization a good deal on the block of
commercials, Allegranza said. 

"I took a few weeks to gather photos and
information and create the commercial. We
had fun doing it," Allegranza said.
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Week of July 6th
Community Development of Mental Health Innovation

(Originally aired on June 2018)
The Mental Health Services Act of 2004 provides funding for counties to

develop innovative mental health programming in conjunction with their
community and areas of need. These opportunities to add new types of men-

tal health supports that have added permanent programing success. We’ll
review the process and potential new innovative program possibilities await-

ing Imperial County, with Behavioral Health Manager Sylvia Bazan.

Sylvia Bazan, AMFT
Registered Associate Marriage and Family Therapist

Behavioral Health Manager
Mental Health Triage Unit

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 6 de julio 2020
Desarrollo Comunitario de Innovación en Salud Mental

(Originalmente transmitido en junio 2018)
La Ley de Servicios de Salud Mental del año 2004, proporciona fondos para
que los condados desarrollen una programación innovadora  de salud mental

en conjunto con su comunidad y áreas de necesidad, Estas oportunidades para
agregar nuevos tipos de apoyo de salud mental que han agregado el éxito de
la programación permanente . Revisaremos el proceso y las posibles nuevas
posibilidades de programas innovadores que espera el Condado de Imperial.

Maria Wyatt
Gerente de Salud Mental

Programa de Prevención e Intervención Temprana
Servicios Infantiles y Adolescentes 

ICBHS – El Centro

Member of CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JULY 09: Anne Irigoyen, Philip Vessey†
JULY 10: Ted Ming†, Jim Hurt, Andrew Jorge Pacheco, Lynn Wilson 
Sr.†, Jimmy Diez, Carson Peeks, Justin Stacey.
JULY 11: Kenna Evelyn Wilson, Sean McLaughlin, Derrick Strahm. 
JULY 12: Erin Enz, Nick Briseno Clay Brook Gudde, Colbey Daniel
Groom, Baleigh Heger, Tassa L. Allegranza Alexander.
JULY 13: Helen Nogales†, Taylor Nicole Groom, Kristy Ann Curry, 
JoEllen Cradic Hannom, Maureen Stahm, Beth Kennedy
JULY 14: Karen Gallaher, Charlie Garcia, Jacob R. Tanori, Billy 
Bingham, Gannon Gregory Strahm, Paityn ELizabeth Hoff.
JULY 15: Rhoda Hilfiker, Logan Lee Nelson, Alan Scott McLaughlin, 
Colby Peeks, Roy Schaffner†

Anniversaries

JULY 09: Mr & Mrs. Jake Velasco, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Nilson
JULY 10: Mr. & Mrs. Hal King
JULY 11: Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Fusi
JULY 12: Mr. & Mrs. Bill Daniell

Central American Refugees and Their Problems Compound at the Border
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

COVID-19 has not stopped the cara-
vans of Central American refugees head-
ing for the United States border that are
fleeing violence in their home countries to
seek asylum, say Robert Holzman of El
Centro and Sue Massey of Holtville.

Holzman and Massey have taken on
the responsibility of helping the multitudes
of refugees held up in Mexicali shelters.

Around the start of the pandemic, in
mid-March, the United States government
stopped accepting any asylum applications
from the refugees, although there was not
much being done by the President Donald
Trump administration to accommodate
those requests in the first place during
2018 and 2019.   

Families, many of which are just
women and children, have fled Honduras,
El Salvador and Guatemala in the tens of
thousands over the last three years due to
the threat of gang and other forms of vio-
lence in those nations.  

"We are supporting five shelters in
Mexicali. It's hard to say how many people
are in these shelters. It's probably
approaching 1,000 people and there are
twice that many people in Mexicali in need
of shelters on the street," said Holzman,
who feels the government in Mexico and
the United States have done little or noth-
ing to help the refugees.

"These people's move had nothing to
do with economics. Asylum cases are
about escaping violence. I haven't spoken
to anybody (at the shelters) who has an
immigration case and is not seeking asy-

lum," Holzman said. "Many of these peo-
ple have families and a life waiting for
them in the U.S., but none of them expect-
ed the changes that came with the current
administration."

Despite the termination of the asylum
process, there are new refugees coming in
from Central America to shelter in
Mexicali every day, Holzman said.

"Asylum has always been a slow poli-
cy. They can't wait safely in the country
until their application is approved and
can't go back to their own country because
it isn't safe. We wind up creating these
people without a country," Holzman said.
"Personally, I don't know anyone that I
have met in the shelters since I started

traveling there in fall of 2019. When I talk
to people, they may have one or two hear-
ings, but they are still waiting to hear
whether their request has been approved or
denied."

"The refugees who are coming to
Mexicali are mostly fleeing violence.
Teenagers are being forced into the gangs.
Gangs approach teens and threaten to kill
them if they don't join the gang. When you
ask people, (they) generally tell you they
are fleeing violence," Massey said.

"There are common denominators
when it comes to stories among people in
the shelters. Most of them came escaping 

Continue on page 8

ROBERT HOLZMAN OF El Centro poses with children housed in a shelter in
Mexicali who were part of the immigrant caravans of refugees from Central
America that began arriving en masse in 2018 and 2019. PHOTO COURTESY OF
SUSAN MASSEY

IID Asks Public To
Report Suspicious
Activity Around
Energy Facilities

The Imperial Irrigation District is
asking the public to report suspicious
activity, suspicious persons, and any
suspicious vehicles they may see around
IID energy substations and generation
facilities.

IID’s Security Section has been
investigating incidents where individu-
als have entered substations and genera-
tion facilities in an attempt to remove
copper wire and vandalize equipment,
seriously risking their own lives and
safety.

Substation facilities 'step down' high
voltage electricity from the transmission
system to lower voltage electricity so
that it can be supplied to homes and
businesses through distribution lines.

In addition to putting themselves
and the public in danger, these crimes
can lead to power outages and tens of
thousands of dollars in repair costs,
which ultimately affects customers.

“IID has taken steps to make substa-
tions and generation facilities more
secure with patrols, motion-activated
lighting, identification coding on copper
wire and a video-alarm system that
immediately alerts authorities when ille-
gal entry is attempted,” said Mike
Beltran, revenue protection coordinator
for the district.

IID asks the public to contact local
law enforcement and the district when
witnessing suspicious activity at or
around substations and generation facil-
ities. “Doing so, could save a life, pre-
vent power disruptions and helps keep
utility costs low,” Beltran added.

To report suspicious activity, please
call:

IID: 1-760-482-3688
Imperial County Sheriff’s

Department: 1-442-265-2021
Riverside County Sheriff’s

Department:1-760-863-8990 or 1-760-
836-3215

Your local police department.
IID is the third largest public power

provider in California, serving upwards
of 155,000 customer accounts represent-
ing a population of about 450,000 in the
Imperial and Coachella Valleys.

Chamber................................................from page one
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Imperial County Residents Weigh In on Rollbacks, Masks
BY RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN
AND JAYSON BARNISKE

It's been slightly more than a
week since Gov. Gavin Newsom
accepted Imperial County's pro-
posal to "toggle back" and scale
down the opening of some
nonessential businesses in the
community as well as continue to
"enforce" stay-at-home orders
and the mandatory use of face
coverings in public spaces.

While opinions continue to
vary, what has not varied is the
rapid spread of COVID-19 with-
in the community, with the death
toll speeding up in recent days
and the rate of infection remain-
ing consistently high.

County Public Health
Department officials have made
few public statements regarding
COVID-19 in the community this
past week, as the weekly Monday
press conferences for the media
to provide updates on the virus
were canceled for a second con-
secutive week.

Meanwhile, as of July 8, there
have been 125 COVID-related
deaths reported. On July 2, the
death toll broke 100 for the first
time. There were 7,464 total

COVID-positive cases reported
in the county, with 1,059 active
cases as of July 8.

Epidemiological stability, one
of the state metrics the county has
not been able to get a handle on
in order to move further into the
state and county's Roadmap to
Recovery, ticked upward in
recent days, reaching 18.42 per-
cent positives for those tested in a
seven-day average as of July 8. It
was 17.4 percent just a day earli-
er, up from around 11 percent
over the several previous days.

In fact, cases all over the state
have been surging in recent
weeks, as the state puts the pres-
sure of various counties to bring
the spread under control by
demanding counties step back on
various openings of public spaces
and businesses.

"The governor's recent state-
ments about moving back to
Stage 1 (in Imperial County)
makes sense. We have the highest
rates in the state and something
has to be done. But in saying this,
I feel like I am agreeing to put a
noose around my community's
neck," said Lorenzo Ortiz of
Brawley, who recently contracted
COVID-19 working for a compa-
ny installing electrical equipment
at big-box stores around the state.

"I think I got COVID work-
ing in a Starbucks in the Bay
Area. I had a fever, but it wasn't
as bad as the flu in December,"
said Ortiz, who had one week left
in quarantine when he spoke to
this newspaper.

Ortiz, who said he was strug-
gling in isolation and missing his
children, said the United States
needs to close the border to
improve its COVID numbers.

In essence, Mexicali officials
have done the same to the United
States, turning back motorists for
various COVID-related reasons
during a series of checkpoints at
the southbound ports of entry
there in recent weeks. Hundreds
of people were sent back to
Imperial County over of the
Independence Day weekend, it
was reported. 

"I'm torn about the conversa-
tion between the county and the
state to move back to Stage 1. I
believe in COVID, but I am skep-
tical about our numbers and how
accurate our data is. Supposedly
with people bringing the virus
over from Mexico are increasing
our numbers," said Lisa
Martinez, owner of Desert Yoga
and Wellness and a mother of
three.

"We want to plan a trip for

our family to Mexico, but it's
hard to plan when you don't know
what the future will hold for the
Imperial Valley," Martinez said.
"I am responsible as a parent pro-
tecting my family and want to be
responsible as a business owner,
but I can't keep my business open
like this forever, and other local
businesses (can't) last any longer,
either."

Martinez said she pays
$1,000 in rent for her business

and is left unable to pay even that
after the quarantine drove her
customer base to 25 percent of its
norm, as she is only allowed to
offer classes via Zoom.

Since last week's compromise
between the county and the state,
its been clear some businesses
have decided just to close down
altogether rather than continue in
yet another modified fashion. 

Continue on page 6

THE IMPERIAL VALLEY Mall is shown around 11:30 a.m. July
1, where many stores remain closed and nearly no shoppers were
seen. County officials are proposing a list of measures that would
have the county in a "tweener" between Stage 1 and Stage 2A of
the state's Roadmap to Recovery. State officials have not respond-
ed to the proposal as of noon July 1. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Imperial County Extends COVID Eviction
Ordinance, Talks Other Virus Matters

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Through the end of
September, renters facing hard-
ship due to COVID-19 can't be
evicted from their homes in the
unincorporated areas of Imperial
County.

But that does not excuse not
paying rent, said County Counsel
Adam Crook at the July 7
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors meeting.

A previous ordinance doing
the same thing expired June 30,
and at the July 7 meeting the
county board voted 4-0 for an
urgency ordinance to prohibit
pandemic-related evictions
through Sept. 30. Chairman Luis

Plancarte had left the meeting
early and wasn't able to vote on
the ordinance.

The ordinance was not
approved without concerns by
District 5 Supervisor Raymond
Castillo, who spoke of a call he
received from an Imperial prop-
erty owner living in Hemet who
would face financial hardship if
the ordinance were to pass. He
cautioned the board to think of
both the renters and property
owners, as well as asking staff
how it is confirmed that renters
are facing COVID-19-related
hardships.

It is the responsibility of the
tenant to provide forms that
prove there is substantial eco-
nomic hardship from something

like furloughs, losing a job, med-
ical expenses related to the pan-
demic, or reduced hours, Crook
said. And while the local ordi-
nance is more comprehensive
than the state's current rules,
there are still state and court rul-
ings that include some of these
regulations.

The county ordinance does
include a 120-day period where
landlords cannot assess late fees
or penalties on rent for those
impacted by the pandemic, but
that doesn't excuse not paying
rent, Crook added.

In other county news, staff
from the Area Agency on Aging,
Workforce and Economic

Continue on page 6

County Budget Unknowns:
Actions Needed Throughout
Year to Keep Budget Balanced

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Although the new fiscal year
started July 1 and an Imperial
County budget has been in place
since late June, the county won't
likely get the first true picture of
its finances until a first budget
update at the end of August.

While the county Board of
Supervisors passed a balanced
fiscal 2020-2021 budget, 3-2, on
June 23 anticipating lost rev-
enues and other expenses tied to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the county - at the urging of
Gov. Gavin Newsom - has rolled
back in some ways that have yet
to fully reveal themselves in
terms of potential loss of sales-
tax revenue.

Some nonessential businesses
that were allowed to open to lim-
ited foot traffic, have rolled back
to curbside delivery. It's been
apparent locally that some of
those businesses have opted to
close until the county moves fur-
ther forward in its Roadmap to
Recovery and some restaurants
have begun to close their opera-
tions due to lack of business.    

"It is anticipated that sales-

tax-revenue projections will be
impacted due to COVID-19 and
public health order's stay-at-
home limitations and business
restrictions," county Public
Information Officer Linsey Dale
wrote in an email.

Dale added that the 2019-
2020 fiscal year budget, which
ended June 30, will be closed out
by the end of this month, at
which time there will be an accu-
rate general fund balance for the
previous year. 

Accepting a proposal to bal-
ance the budget was not a unani-
mous decision as Supervisors
Jesus Escobar and Ryan Kelley
questioned staff about transfer-
ring funds and other decisions
made to balance the overall $531
million budget. They voted
against the budget June 23, while
Supervisors Luis Plancarte, Mike
Kelley and Ray Castillo voted for
the budget.

Escobar asked how the coun-
ty could justify an increase to its
general fund when it already
faced financial strain before
COVID-19.

The county was looking at a 

Continue on page 6
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Niland Grassroots..........................from page one

JOEL GONZALES OWNER of Desert RV Service in Brawley
used his business as collection to gather donations for those dis-
placed by the fire. COURTESY PHOTOS

less-fortunate families not
involved in the fire to utilize the
surplus of goods donated.

"Seeing this fire is really sad.
My mother-in-law (Porfiria
Correa) lost her house on the
Fourth Street and she is receiving
help from both the Family
Resource Center and the Niland
Chamber of Commerce," Victoria
Chavez, secretary at the Calipatria
Chamber of Commerce, said. She
is also a Niland resident.

"Niland never used to look like
this, but now it is depressing
because we need help from the
county to clean up," Chavez.

It was only by a miracle
Chavez avoided losing her own
home.

"We heard it was a brush fire
on the night of June 28 and before
we knew it, boom, the fire was
everywhere. I told my kids to grab
the most important things. My
youngest grabbed a PlayStation 4
and the controllers. My oldest,
Noah, grabbed water bottles and
the bottle. I thought that he was the
sweetest for doing that," said
Chavez, as she started crying when
she remembers the experience.

Chavez feels that her neighbors
are grateful for the help from
Imperial Valley residents who
pulled together support them in
their time of need.

"It is such a sweet and nice
thing because not that many people
know about Niland. It took this to
happen for people to remember
that we are on the map. So much
stuff is coming daily. We have

nowhere to keep our goods,"
Chavez said.

"People have donated every-
thing, like of tons of water and
food. That alone means a lot. They
also donated clothes, shoes, books,
household items, dishes. It's like
you see some of the stuff and we
already know what family it would
go to because that's their style,"
said Chavez, who wanted to reiter-
ate to her neighbors, they are not in
this alone.

Nena Lopez of Fallen Angels
built a reputation serving Niland
through her organization, which
has hosted a Christmas party for
the less-fortunate children of
Calipatria, Niland, Bombay Beach
and Slab City for the past 15 years. 

"My house is close to the fire
and we are lucky it did not burn
down. The day after the fire, Joel
Gonzales from Desert RV Service
dropped off three truckloads of
goods. Niland residents were
unfortunate to lose their homes but
very fortunate to that they got so
much help," said Lopez, whose
home in the epicenter of the fire
was saved by her son and husband
hosing down the structure with
water from their pool.

The first phase of donations
was intended to help displaced
families with clothes, food and
things they could keep in the hotel,
and the second phase is to get beds
and furniture, which are being
stored in units rented in Niland,
Lopez said.

"We have received so much
that we can no longer take any

donations. Everything is under my
porch. Food is in my house. My
kids and neighbors help me sort out
clothes when people call us. We get
families little things like an electric
skillet and pot to use at their hotel,"
Lopez said. 

Three related families who all
lost their home in the Niland fire
are going to stay in one house and
came to Fallen Angels asking for
shower curtains Lopez said plan-
ning to personally buy the items
the family needed. 

"It's a great feeling to let them
know they are not alone but it is
very important we help these peo-
ple because most of them do not
have insurance," Lopez said.

SA Recycling of El Centro
brought bins for people to clear out
their yards, Lopez said.

"Lots of locals came to me. I
don't know how they got my phone
number, but I got calls from people
in Calexico, El Centro, Holtville,
Brawley and every other city in the
county. I'm not gonna stop until
they have a home and everything in
there. It could have been me," said
Lopez. 

When Joel Gonzalez of Desert
RV in Brawley caught wind of the
fire and found out how many
homes were lost, he wanted to do
anything he could to help.

"Right away, I went to Nena
Lopez to check if she was OK and
asked what I could bring. It wasn't
just me. It was the whole commu-
nity. My business was just a drop
off and distribution center for
donations," said Gonzalez, who
starting a giving frenzy with his
post on Facebook asking for sup-
port from family friends and the
community the day after the fire.

"The support was unreal. I
can't take credit for it. We opened
our shop for people to drop things
off. I worked with the American
Legion who is helping to make
deliveries. People from all over the
county were coming all together to
drop stuff cases," said Gonzalez,
who led a team of five trucks
pulling trailers full of essential
goods from Brawley to Niland.

"I am really proud of my com-
munity. People complain about the
heat or restaurant choices, but we
sure do come together in a time of 

Continue on page 8

NENA LOPEZ OF Fallen Angels stored perishable donation
items for victims of the JUne 28 Niland fire inside her home and
organized clothes outside. COURTESY PHOTO 

$100,000..............from page one
displaced and 38 properties were
affected after a fire swept through
the township. The fire was a major
topic of discussion at the county
Board of Supervisors meeting July
7, with board members talking
about the situation, thanking the
community for its support of the
residents and thinking of ways to
keep the overgrown grass through-
out the county from causing simi-
lar problems in the future.

The board also voted 4-0 to
utilize up to $100,000 of
Community Benefits Funds to
assist those affected by the fire as
well as ratifying a proclamation
declaring a local emergency.
Chairman Luis Plancarte had to
leave the meeting early and wasn't
able to vote on either issue.

This is not as simple as a reg-
ular emergency where a shelter
can be set up, Rouhotas said. With
COVID-19 and six-foot social dis-
tancing requirements, it's not fea-
sible to have a shelter for those
affected.

The immediate concern is
housing and food vouchers, he
said. There are partnerships with
local agencies to work on this, but
some of those vouchers are going
to be expended quickly.

"The goal is to make sure peo-
ple don't become homeless," he
said, adding it will help "expedite
them back to some normalcy of
life."

District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar said he was in favor of the

funds going to help those in need,
but he pushed county staff to set a
specific dollar amount before vot-
ing. 

Deputy County Executive
Officer Esperanza Colio said the
goal is to continue to look at state
funding to help offset hotel vouch-
ers. It could cost as much as
$72,000 to house 30 families for
one month, and more individuals
than that are in need. The funds
approved July 7 would go toward
housing and cleaning up the site of
the fire.

Rouhotas added that he would
be comfortable setting a limit of
$100,000, as more could be added
if needed later. 

District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley, who represents Niland and
much of the north county, ques-
tioned staff about how quickly
cleanup could start and how to
address transportation issues as
many lost vehicles in the fire.

While no timeline has been
set, Jeff Lamoure, deputy director
of environmental health, said a
hazardous waste assessment can
happen within a day, and the actu-
al cleanup could take between
seven and 10 days. A timeline
should be available for the super-
visors next week.

Staff also said they would con-
tact transportation authorities to
work on getting access for those
who need it.



County, or to an audience to whom
they've spent their careers giving
voice to, the brothers say.

Walter Ulloa, the eldest among
the brothers at 71 years old, found-
ed Entravision Communications
Corp. and LATV Networks in the
late 1980s and has Spanish-lan-
guage stations that serve Mexican
and Latin populations. 

He was appointed by then-
President Barack Obama to the
board of trustees of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in Washington, D.C. and has
served as a member on the board of
directors of the Los Angeles Music
Center. Also, Walter served on the
LA84 Foundation Committee, the
board of La Plaza de la Cultura y
Artes and the board of the
US/Mexico Foundation.

Middle brother, 69-year-old
Roland Ulloa, is an immigration
lawyer and president of Dos Costas
Communications Corp. and has
represented thousands of clients in
many legal cases. He also owns,
operates, and manages four radio
stations that broadcast in both
English and Spanish in the high
desert city of Barstow.

Finally, youngest of the three,
65-year-old Ronald Ulloa, is the
owner of television stations
KVMD and KXLA in Los Angeles.
He is also a chairman of the corpo-
rate advisory council of the
University of Southern California's
Latino Alumni Association, which
raises scholarship funds for Latino
students attending USC.

Growing Up in the Imperial
Valley 

Before becoming broadcast
and television executives, all three
brothers moved from Brawley to
Los Angeles to earn bachelor's
degrees at USC and attend law
school in the middle of the Chicano
Movement.  

While in Brawley, city zoning
restrictions determined which side
of the railroad tracks families
would live on, and "the East Side,"

as it was known, was the area
where most immigrants, Mexican-
Americans and those considered
low-income, were relegated to,
while the west side was known to
be predominantly 

"Anglo" and where profession-
als and affluent farming families
lived, Ronald said. 

Ronald reflected on how the
Ulloa family crossed the tracks
dividing the city and eventually
moved to the west side.    

"Before I was born, I think our
home was on B Street, which you
could say was in the more Latino
part of town," he recalled. "For
whatever reason, my father and
mother wanted to have different
options for us, and there was a por-
tion on the west side of Brawley
where my dad felt like we needed a
different home."

Their parents' efforts are what
allowed the family to get ahead.
Efforts that all three Ulloa sons
admire to this day. Their late father,
Walter Ulloa Sr., was one of the
first Mexican-American account-
ants in California. He eventually
earned his law degree by driving
from Brawley to San Diego for
four years to attend law school.
Their mother, Margaret Vasquez,
provided a family life for her chil-
dren and educated them on how to
treat others.  

"My dad is my role model, a
person with integrity, with honesty,
a person with a work ethic that you
don't find in many people, who
worked hard to make sure his sons
got a college education," Ronald
said. "And my mother was there
with her motherly duties, to sup-
port him, make sure we had very
nice things. And she made sure we
had a family life and worked to
ensure we were well-rounded and
kind to people."

Growing up, the three brothers
became friends with the Padilla
family, who admired the Ulloas.
Jose Padilla, now state director of
California Rural Legal Assistance
Inc., spoke to a reporter from this
newspaper recently on what the
Ulloa family represented for the
Brawley community. 

"The Ulloa family represented
a successful commercial business
family, and my family looked up to
them because they were a positive
influence on our community,"
Padilla said. "They were good role
models that demonstrated the fact
that you could still be successful in
a segregated community."

Being an Ethnic Minority in
a Corporate World 

Throughout their careers, the
Ulloa brothers were some of the

only Hispanics involved in pursu-
ing their desire to own, operate and
manage their Spanish-language
stations.

Such was the case with Walter
when starting in the television
industry. He reflected on the state
of the industry. There were few
Spanish-language television sta-
tions in his market.

"I've been involved in Latino
media since 1976. Before I left
KMEX TV in 1988, my job was to
educate Latinos involved in the
Latino community," Walter Ulloa
said. "Every position I held at
KMEX, I was involved in serving
the community. It's only objective
was to serve the Latino community
because Spanish television in Los
Angeles was relatively new. Flash
forward to today, and it's different,
but that wasn't always the case."

Additionally, the brothers also
found themselves as some of the
only Hispanics in the room while
gaining work experience. Being a
minority in the workplace drove
Ronald to work harder than most to
prove himself.  

"When I started in television,
which goes back to 1974, but more
so in 1980, is when I got my first
big opportunity to work for the
ABC television network," Ronald
said. "It was challenging because I
was being placed in a white work-
ing environment and had to adjust
to the Anglo ways and customs
because I was the only Latino in
the department I worked in. It was
challenging because I was alone,
but I just kept adapting to the new
culture and method of doing busi-
ness and proving that I could work
as hard as anybody else … that I
could handle the assignment and
get the job done … I just had to
work harder to prove myself."

Roland shared similar senti-
ments.

"Based on my education and
experience, I was often the only
Latino there amongst Anglos," he
said. "Discrimination and racism
are obstacles I fight all the time.
People of color have to work twice
as hard to get half as far, which is
an obstacle; 400 years later, we are
dealing with that now."

Roland continued by express-
ing his views on his identity as a

Mexican-American and what that
means for us as a community. 

"When I was growing up, peo-
ple used to say, because we could
feel the racism and the discrimina-
tion, go to Europe, and that was
true, in other countries we were
more respected, my ability to speak
Spanish, our color, our culture was
more respected," Roland said. 

"In many respects, we are still
strangers in our own land, and one
of the factors of being Chicano,
and Mexican-American is that we
are bastard children. We have to
accept that and discipline ourselves
even more because that means we
are not really wanted in the United
States, and we are not really want-
ed in Mexico or our other countries
of origin, so we have to have our
own and stop waiting for people to
lead us and lead ourselves," Roland
added.
Impact of the "Latino Gaze" in

Media
In expressing the importance of

the Ulloa brothers' legacy in the
context of Latino/Hispanic self-
expression, one academic spoke of
their early place in the
Latino/Hispanic "gaze," or the idea
of reflective imagery.

"There are three traits of identi-
ty: it is assigned, it is self-assigned,
and it causes conflict," said Javier
Rangel, a professor at Imperial
Valley College who specializes in
Chicano/a culture, with an empha-
sis on literature. "And often it is the
gaze of the media that dictates an
identity, that is later appropriated
by the community, or it is self-
assigned like calling yourself
Chicano/a, and this can cause con-
flict because calling yourself
Chicano/a creates boundaries and

breaks boundaries with those you
come in contact with."

Additionally, Rangel recog-
nizes the importance of the
Hispanic gaze in the media because
it is often the media and the issues
that they choose to report that
influences our priorities and the
views of ourselves and our identity.
The Spanish-language broadcast-
ing by the Ulloa brothers is one
way that the media gaze can repre-
sent and report on issues that con-
cern Spanish-speaking communi-
ties. 

"From what I've read, it's been
a harsh struggle being the only
Brown face in the crowd in a cor-
porate room and that deserves great
merit, especially for the Chicano
Movement generation," Rangel
said. "Hopefully, (the Ulloa broth-
ers) will be a guiding light for the
new generation."

And it's a steadily growing
generation the Ulloa brothers play
vanguard to, as an estimated 36.6
million Hispanics of Mexican ori-
gin lived in the United States in
2017, according to a Pew Research
Center analysis of the U.S. Census
Bureau's American Community
Survey. Mexicans in this statistical
profile are people who self-identi-
fied as Hispanics of Mexican ori-
gin; this includes immigrants from
Mexico and succeeding genera-
tions who trace their family ances-
try to Mexico.

Mexicans are the largest popu-
lation of Hispanic origin living in
the United States, accounting for
62 percent of the U.S. Hispanic
population in 2017. Since 2000, the 

Continued on page 6
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"Discrimination
and racism are 

obstacles I fight all
the time. People of
color have to work
twice as hard to get
half as far, which is

an obstacle; 400 years
later, we are dealing

with that now."

"Education is the
only way people can

rise and create a
place themselves,"

he said.

WALTER ULLOA, NOW 71, is shown with his wife, Alexandra
Seros, and former President Barack Obama. Ulloa was appointed
by then-President Obama to the board of trustees of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.
COURTESY PHOTO



The real changes for nonessen-
tial retailers who were allowed to re-
open to limited foot traffic some
weeks ago through the order of
Newsom himself, have been told to
return to curbside delivery-only.

Social media postings are reveal-
ing some of those nonessential busi-
nesses have decided just to close, and
some local restaurants, likely antici-
pating a fuller re-opening several
weeks ago, in recent days have said
their goodbyes via Facebook and
Instagram accounts.  

"I don't want to criticize the way
the county is handling the situation in
regards to moving back to Stage 1,"
said Dr. Andrew Martino of Imperial
Valley Chiropractic in Imperial. "It
seems like the whole argument is
happening because we are being
invaded by a virus that we need to
eradicate, and you need time to do
that. You need time to have an auto-
immune response and everyone
needs to have that immune response,
which takes time."

Martino urged people to think
about something federal, state and
local health officials are not talking
about, the strength of their immune
system.

"Focusing on building a stronger
immunity still makes sense to me.
Focusing on a healthy lifestyle and
making sure your body gets enough
rest are very important and chiro-
practic is essential to that," Martino
said.

Rene Ruiz of El Centro just
returned to the Valley on July 1 hav-
ing completed a cross-country drive
to St. Louis, Missouri, helping a
friend move. 

During his trip, Ruiz said he was
able to survey how different states
across the nation are handling the
COVID resurgence now underway.

"What I've seen is that the way
different states handle the COVID
situation was very similar to here. In
some states, stores posted on their
doors that customers need to wear
masks but left the decision up to their
customers' discretion."

"I feel that things should be
allowed to stay as is, and I think that
people should be allowed to make
their own decisions regarding
whether to wear a mask or not," Ruiz
said. "COVID is eventually going to
go away regardless whether we stay
home or go out, but business still
need people to interact with to stay
open."

Imperial County government
and public health officials held a
press conference the evening of July
1 to announce that Newsom had
accepted the county's 13-point plan
to respond to COVID. During the
conference, county Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday,
explained there was no true return to
Stage 1, and that really there were
only two significant changes to what
the county was already doing.

"We had meetings over the
weekend (June 27 and 28) with state
officials and received guidance, did
research and used that to make
amendments to our Roadmap to
Recovery," Munday said.

The major changes in the plan
had to do with non-essential retail
businesses, churches, and parks,
Munday said, highlighting the
biggest modifications to the original
plan placed the county somewhere
between the Stage 2A the county was
already on in its roadmap and Stage
1.

Imperial County District 1
Supervisor Jesus Escobar character-
ized the proposal during a brief con-
versation with the Calexico
Chronicle on June 30 as "a tweener"
between stages 1 and low-risk 2.

In-store shopping of non-essen-
tial retail businesses will be ended,
and now limited to curbside pickup
only; churches will be limited to out-
door services only; and all county
parks will be closed, Munday said.

Previously, churches had been
allowed to resume in-door services at
25 percent building capacity, with
social-distancing rules and face cov-
erings, or limited to 100 people in the
building, whichever number was
smaller.

"Face coverings will be required,
and they are not intended to replace
social distancing. All non-essential
gatherings of any size are not permit-
ted," said Munday, who encouraged
all non-essential businesses to utilize
telecommuting for its workforce as
much as possible.

"For our efforts to be successful,
we require the support of all local
city leaders. Restrictions related to
COVID-19 have become necessary
so we can protect our family, friends
and neighbors," Imperial County
Board of Supervisors' Chairman Luis
Plancarte said, urging residents to
wear a mask and avoid gathering
during the Independence Day week-
end.

Plancarte encouraged residents
to be conscious of the "three Cs" to
help remember the risks COVID-19
poses, and how to go about protect-
ing themselves.

"Avoid gathering crowds, con-
fined spaces and closed areas outside
of your house," Plancarte said.

The county's complete 13-point
plan includes:

1. Reiterate stay-at-home order
and face covering requirements
through increased public messaging.

2. Strongly encourage businesses
to enforce face-covering require-
ments.

3. Close all non-essential busi-
nesses to in-store traffic, allowing
curbside pickup only.

4. Increase educational activity
with restaurants further clarifying
curbside pick-up.

5. Strongly encourage families to
limit the number of people visiting a
store to one person per family for
each visit.

6. Prohibit non-essential gather-
ings of any size.

7. Continue encouraging faith-
based organizations to conduct virtu-
al religious services; indoor services
prohibited, outdoor services will be
limited to 100 participants, as long as
can implement social distancing
measures.

8. Encourage telecommuting
services, as much as possible, for all
businesses.

9. Close all county parks and
recreational areas to public access.

10. Strongly encourage cities to
close their parks as well.

11. Continue to collaborate and
increase targeted engagement with
local cities and law enforcement
agencies regarding local health
orders.

12. Engage additional communi-
ty-based organizations and faith-
based groups in a reinvented out-
reach plan.

13. Continue binational partner-
ship with Mexicali to mitigate
impacts of COVID-19 in both com-
munities.

Although they have not yet been
contacted since, the night of the
county's announcement, July 1,
Imperial Valley Business Recovery
Task Force officials declined com-
ment on the 13-point plan and
Newsom's acceptance of it.

Calexico resident Luis Flores Jr.,
who represents the relatively new
Imperial Valley Equity and Justice
Coalition, has banded together with
other local social justice groups like
Comite Civico Del Valle and
Imperial Valley Community Health
Coalition, to issue some strong state-
ments against the county's response
to COVID-19.

The morning after the county's
press conference, July 2, Flores send
a statement through email.

"Supervisor Plancarte sought
credit for county leadership, but
community members remember that
just a week ago their preoccupation,
stated two official communications
to the governor, was in skipping
ahead of state guidelines for reopen-
ing. Supervisor Plancarte asked,
'What have we learned in the last few
weeks?' One lesson is that it took a
threat from the Governor for the
county to implement restrictions
amid the highest COVID spike in the
state," Flores' group stated.

"We are optimistic by the Board
of Supervisors' inclusion of a com-
mitment to engaging community
groups, many working with hard to
reach populations and advocating for
expanded economic protections like
an eviction moratorium. However,
the 'closed session' discussions on
Friday (June 26) and Monday (June
29), meant that their measures were
arrived at with no community input
or transparency. Supervisor
Plancarte's answer to the question,
citing 'a threat to public services' (as
the reason to going into executive
session per the provisions of the
Brown Act, California's open meet-
ings law) was evasive to the root
issue of a lack of transparency in the
board's response," Flores' group's
statement continued.  

"More substantively, our coali-
tion is dissatisfied with the strategy
of 'encouraging' that all the measures
are framed by. ('Strongly encourage
businesses to enforce face coverings
.... Strongly encourage families...
Encourage telecommuting...' etc).
The measures make no reference to
mechanisms for accountability, for
cities and employers for adhering to
public health guidelines. This was a
missed opportunity to - following the
Governor's example - tie accounta-
bility to business relief, to city funds,
and to, as the governor did, signal the
seriousness of the recommendations
by committing to county action
should cities and employers fail to
abide. With the crisis of our magni-
tude we are not looking for mere
encouragements, but for bold leader-
ship and clear mechanisms for
accountability," according to the
statement.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Dale Miller 
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000741 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Dale
Miller
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Russell O. Hunter in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Russell O. Hunter be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: July 24, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or

file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed: June 30, 2020  
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By Irma De La Rosa,  Deputy
Legal 6353    
Publish: July 2, 9, 16, 2020 
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COVID.........................................from page four Budget................from page four
more than $17 million deficit in its
budget, though that will be made
up for in transfers from realign-
ment and trusts, as well as reducing
overtime, out-of-county travel,
extra help and special department
expenses. The county board also
approved freezing vacant funded
positions to help balance the budg-
et. 

"Overall, this was a particular-
ly challenging budget process,"
said Deputy County Executive
Officer Mayra Widmann during the
June 23 meeting. "We are obvious-
ly working through the pandemic.
There are a lot of unknowns as far
as the true tax impact."

Some areas of the county's
budget are set to increase, with
public assistance, public safety,
health and sanitation seeing the
biggest increases. They combine
for more than $29.5 million of the
$31 million increase from the
approved 2019-2020 fiscal year
budget.

This increase comes as the
county faces more than $2.5 mil-
lion less in projected sales-tax rev-
enue as compared the previous fis-
cal year. However, intergovern-
mental revenue is expected to
increase by $7 million because of
federal and state funding increases
to the Department of Social
Services.

Overall, the economic picture

isn't looking positive, said Michael
Bracken, managing partner and
chief economist for Development
Management Group, which is a
contracted economic consultant for
the county.

"Please don't shoot the messen-
ger, but it's still bad out there,"
Bracken said during the June 23
meeting.

However, the true economic
impact of COVID-19 on the budg-
et won't be known until sales tax
figures become available at the end
of the (June), he said. Sale-tax fig-
ures are released on a quarterly
basis.

While the board approved a
proposal to balance the budget,
there is still much discussion that
will take place, Plancarte, who is
also board chairman, said at the
June meeting.

"Obviously, we need to be very
cautious of the budget going for-
ward," he said. "Over the next
week this will be moving tiles. It
will be constantly adjusting."

There are still many unknowns
including what the state and feder-
al government will be doing in the
coming weeks, he added.

"Today, we took a very impor-
tant decision and that is to begin
the process. We can adjust as we go
and we will have plenty of oppor-
tunities to fine tune as we go."

Ulloa Brothers.......from page five
Mexican-origin population has

increased 76 percent, growing from
20.9 million to 36.6 million over
the period. At the same time, the
Mexican foreign-born population
living in the U.S. grew by 29 per-
cent, from 8.7 million in 2000 to
11.2 million in 2017.

Voting, Education As a Means
to Uplift Community

All three brothers have support-
ed the Mexican-American and
Latin communities throughout their
careers by sponsoring organizations
such as the California Rural Legal
Assistance, the Latino Alumni
Association of USC, and making
themselves available to young
Latino students and professionals. 

They have come to realize that
it is through education that new
opportunities become available,
and that is the advice that they have
for young Latino/as.  

Walter views education as vital
to one's livelihood.

"Education is the only way peo-
ple can rise and create a place them-
selves," he said.

Ronald has similar advice for
the younger Latino generation. 

"The best advice I can give
Latino students is never give up and
get an education. Turn over every
rock and every stone to make that
happen," Ronald said. "Stay disci-
plined, stay focused and don't let
anyone tell you no. If there is a pro-
fession you want to pursue, it's up
to you to make that happen. Don't
let anyone get in the way of that,
don't let money get in the way of

that."
Education is the factor that

Roland credits as the driving force
of his family.  

"We prioritized education in my
household, we were always driven,
educationally driven, and we
believed and inspired to push and
speak out," he said. 

Additionally, not pushing and
speaking out is what Roland has
come to regard as failure.

"Failure is not acting, not nec-
essarily losing, but it's not acting.
We used to fight hard in the '60s, we
had to fight for many things, espe-
cially in the Imperial Valley, since it
was segregated, and I am (not) sure
if younger Latinos have understood
the fight," he added. 

"Life is not a dress rehearsal; it
is one shot, if you haven't attempt-
ed, then you can't fail, but the idea
is to attempt, to act, to test," Roland
said.

Besides education, Ronald
believes that voting is also a power-
ful force in getting the Hispanic
voice heard.  

"We as a population, for the
non-Latino community, to take us
seriously we have got to vote. I
cannot say that enough, we have
got to vote and only then will the
Anglo-owned businesses take us
seriously, because they see our buy-
ing and voting power, and we have
to, for individuals that have our best
interest at heart, (see) someone who
will go out there to work hard and
go out to the playing field," Ronald
said.

Evictions............from page three
Development, Department of
Social Services, Behavioral Health
Services and the Public Health
Department presented how they
have responded with additional
services and sometimes new serv-
ices to help those in need during
COVID-19. This has involved
making sure vulnerable groups of
people like the elderly receive
meals, medical supplies and even
wellness checks.

While staff took time to update
the board on efforts being made,
some asked for more transparency
when it comes to COVID-19.

Two representatives from the
American Civil Liberties Union,

San Diego and Imperial Counties,
spoke to the board during public
comment, including Crystal
Quezada, senior community advo-
cate for the local ACLU group.

"We continue to call on the
county to share with the public
additional demographic data asso-
ciated with COVID-19 testing,
confirmed cases, hospitalizations
and deaths," she said.  "Data col-
lection is essential. We cannot
manage what we do not measure."

She added that she sees a dis-
proportionate impact on people of
color, especially Latino and Black
communities. 



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Roseanne M. Bornt a.k.a.
Rosanne M. Bornt
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000736 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Roseanne M. Bornt
a.k.a. Rosanne M. Bornt
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Carolyn Ming a.k.a.
Carolyn Bornt Ming in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Carolyn Bornt Ming be
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-

dent’s will and codicils, if any,
be admitted to probate. The will
and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be grant-
ed unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition

and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: July 17, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,

you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed
by the court within the later of
either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to
a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code,
or (2) 60 days from the date of
mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California
law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person

interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Philip J. Krum, Jr.
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Filed: June 19, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By: Irma De la Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6351  
Publish: June 25, July 2, 9, 2020
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Macon.........................................from page one

"I decided to go back to
school again but at SDSU-
Imperial Valley and this time fin-
ished my college education and
started teaching at Heber in '71,"
Macon said.

In 1971, Macon became the
first band director in Heber
Elementary and three years later
became a full-time teacher.

"Next, I moved to Imperial
and became the band director. I
did that two years in Imperial
before the job for band director at
Holtville High School became
available. Since I graduated
Holtville and was a band member
there, I thought it would be great
to work there," said Macon, who
lettered in five varsity sports at
Holtville.

"Once I got to Holtville, I
taught at Holtville for 33 years. I
taught band my first 23 years and
I also taught world history and
survey world history (a remedial
world history class). After the
first 23 years I became the full-
time band teacher at Holtville
and also taught chorus, a capella
choir, guitar, and music apprecia-
tion, jazz band and I also worked
with the flag and shield core and
my drum majors," Macon said.

"We are still the only high
school in the Valley to ever have
won the perpetual sweepstakes
trophy at the Brawley Cattle Call

Parade. To earn the trophy, you
have to win the best band for
three consecutive years," said
Macon, who explained the trophy
was 6 feet tall before sharing
more accolades from his career.

The school board and super-
intendent named the band room
at Holtville High the Lendal E.
Macon Music and Art Center and
had his portrait painted on a wall
in the middle of the room.

"I said if you were gonna
put my picture up there, you
should have at least put some hair
on my head," said Macon, who
was inducted in to the Green and
Gold Hall of Fame for alumni
and teachers in 2007.

Macon was named grand
marshal of the Carrot Festival
Parade in 2009.

"My most memorable was
when my band played for
President Ronald Regan on Jan.
3, 1986 at the navy base. We
played 'Hail to the Chief' for the
president's arrival. I got a call
during Christmas vacation asking
if we would like to play for the
president," said Macon, who
thought the call was an early
April fool's joke. 

"My students learned 'Hail
to the Chief' and several patriotic
marches. Several secret service
agents came to my classroom to
vet the quality of my students. It

was such an honor to play for the
president of the U.S.," Macon
said.

With the pandemic still in
effect, the future of music in
schools may be in question, he
said.

"I can see them still doing
band via the internet the way they
did it this past year, but it is going
to be very difficult. I am not sure
how they will set it up but it is
possible. You can't have all the
kids there at one time, but you
can teach them in sections. You
have to teach only one group of
instruments per day," said
Macon, who cancelled plans to
visit family in Tennessee during
his retirement because of the pan-
demic.

"For the foreseeable future,
I believe and pray this virus will
go away hopefully by the begin-
ning of next year. Once school
goes back to normal, the admin-
istration will make sure band is
what it was. What will we do in
our parades? A parade will not be
a parade without bands," Macon
said.

Music is the only class that
teach students how the "left
(thinking) and right (creative)
brain" at the same time, Macon
said.

"You learn to think and be
creative at the same time. It also
has been proven over and over
again and it helps students with
math and reading. Students who
are in music do better in every
subject, on the SATs and in col-
lege. Most of my students were A
and B students," said Macon,
who recommends band or any
kind of music class for every stu-
dent.

"I always gave 110 percent
every day and say a little prayer
each day asking God to make me
a better teacher. I always wanted
to teach students a love of music,
how to play and how to read
music. I was always there before
and after school to help my stu-
dents," said Macon, who credits
his success as a band director to
the help of my band parents and
to his daughter, Melissa Macon,
for always helping.

LENDAL MACON, WHO has taught band at Holtville High and
Middle schools over the years, recently retired after nearly 50
years total in Holtville.
FILE PHOTO

Niland..............from page four
crisis," said Gonzalez.

"I heard there was a five-
alarm brush fire from a Calexico
Chronicle article. The next morn-
ing I saw there were 40 homes
destroyed and families dis-
placed," Chris Nunn of Christ
Community Church said. "I knew
my people wanted to help and I
just wanted to give them the
opportunity to help. I made a post
so we could mobilize, and people
responded."

Christ Community members
donated lots of clothing and food,
Wal-Mart donated pillows, tow-
els, Top Ramen and water and
Target employees put together
kids for individuals with tooth-
brush toothpaste deodorant wash

cloths, Nunn said.
"Alex Tacos, a taco cart,

catered 250 meals on Wednesday.
Maranatha (Steakhouse) catered
for 250 on Thursday. The
Landeros family of El Centro
donated 150 meals last Tuesday
and they made 250 more meals
today (July 7). CCC set up a fund
to help pay for those meals," said
Nunn, who mentioned more than
100 cars participated in a dona-
tion drive to help victims the day
after the fire.

Brawley Elks Lodge mem-
bers also prepared a number of
breakfasts and delivered them to
hotels housing the fire displaced
in Brawley and Calipatria.

Migrants............from page two

violence related to drugs and
gangs or to keep a family member
away from the gangs, but they all
have a specific background and
story which was powerful enough
to force them to leave their family,
their homes and their country
winding up with uncertainty," said
Holzman, who believes most
Americans are numb to the
refugees' plight.

"We work with an organiza-
tion in Mexicali called Cobina.
They rent various buildings in
Mexicali to be used as shelter for
Central American refugees," said
Massey, adding two of the shelters
are in previously abandoned
hotels in Mexicali near the border.

Cobina is a non-profit human
rights organization in Mexicali
founded in 1987 that has been
dealing with migrants since 2011,
Massey said.

"Most of the donations we
receive are given to them
(Cobina) in cash. Some of the
money went to groceries and it
also went to purchase and repair a
few old air-conditioning units as
the shelters did not have central
air," said Massey, who also pro-
cured a few children's pools to put
in the courtyard of the hotel to
help refugee children escape the
summer heat.

The last time Massey went to

one of the shelters, a banner from
the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees hung in
the lobby of the shelter.

"They (United Nations High
Commission for Refugees) put up
isolation tents to have a place for
people to put COVID (infected
people). I know people have got-
ten COVID in the shelters, but it
seems they doing a pretty good
job containing it," Massey said.

Holzman and Massey have
raised $1,815 of their $5,000 goal
as of July 7 through a Go Fund Me
page. Those interested in support-
ing the cause visit their page at
gf.me/u/xw3gku.
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