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Former Holtville Mayor
Jerry Brittsan Dies at Age 84

STAFF REPORT
A former two-term mayor and member
of the Holtville City Council, Jerry Myrle
Brittsan, 84, died in Goose Creek, S.C., on
July 18, according to family members.
Burial of Brittsan’s cremains will be at
Terrace Park Cemetery in Holtville at a
date to be determined, family stated in his
obituary.

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, to Russell
Brittsan and Waltzia Landers on Sept. 19,
1935, Jerry Brittsan graduated from
Holtville High School.
He was a veteran, having served in the
U.S. Navy from 1953 to 1973 and retired
as an Electrician’s Mate 1st Class.
Later, Brittsan worked at the
Charleston Naval Shipyard in South
Carolina before returning to Holtville,
where he married Jeanne and lived here for
more than 30 years.
He was a member of the Holtville City
Council in the 2000s and 2010s and was
mayor for three terms.
He was a 50-year member of the Fleet
Reserve, a member of the Masonic Lodge
of Goose Creek, S.C., the Omar Shrine in
Charleston, S.C., and the Al Bahr Shrine in
San Diego. He was a faithful member of
Trinity Baptist Church of Holtville and the
Holtville Athletic Club. Brittsan enjoyed
watching his grandchildren participate in
their sports events and awards ceremonies,
family stated. He loved spending time at
the Al Bahr Shriner Campgrounds, he had
Continued on page 2

Finding Fun in the Dog Days of
Summer … and the Pandemic
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
"I'm bored" - those dreaded words that
parents often hear during the summer
months. But what about this summer,
when the pandemic has many of us at
home and some usual summer destinations
and spots closed or plans on hold?
So, what's a kid and his or her family to
do? What activities are keeping the young
and the restless entertained these days?
Emma, Anne, and Colt Britschgi
John and Stacey Britschgi, Holtville
residents, have two daughters and one boy
- Emma, 11, Anne, 17, and Colt, 14.
"I try to get them out of the house.
Otherwise, they won't get up till noon and

will be on the phone or on games all day,"
mom Stacey said.
Stacey Britschgi, a Verde 4-H Club
leader, noted she and her husband take
their trailer to Campo and the kids spend
time fishing and swimming.
"I have a day care, and don't go outside
during the day, so I have a lot of playtime
and they have so much fun dancing, and
we get a little mosh pit going on in the living room," she said.
When asked what have her kids have
been doing this summer for fun, she noted,
"My 14-year-old son Colt goes fishing or
goes to grandpa's house to go help papa in
shop. Oldest daughter Anne enlisted into
Continue on page 6

Desert Shores Latest Focus of
Salton Sea Restoration Efforts

KNOWN AS THE Desert Shores Keys or the Desert Shores Channels, this area in
the community of Desert Shores on the eastern edge of the ailing Salton Sea is the
site of one of the newest restoration projects planned around the manmade body
of water that has been the cause of much concern over the last several decades. As
the sea dries up and the waters recede, officials fear exposed playa could exacerbate asthma and other health conditions for Imperial and Coachella Valley residents. Currently the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District and the
California Natural Resources Agency are entering into a memorandum of understanding as the start of the restoration project. GETSOMEPHOTO
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Ron Spears' first experience with the
Desert Shores community was a trip down
Monterey Avenue in 2004.
"It was beautiful," he remembered. "It
was full to the top of the water. There were
birds, pelicans. So, I was like, 'Why aren't
people doing anything about this?'"
He joined the Desert Shores Chamber
of Commerce, bought a vacation house in
the community, created the Salton Sea
Centennial Committee, but eventually

COLT BRITSCHGI, 14, of Holtville
reeled in this three-pound catfish
while fishing recently.
COURTESY PHOTO

Continue on page 4

ECRMC Doc Says 'Curve is
Flattening' Despite Week of
Record-Setting ICU Numbers
BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

EMMA BRITSCHGI, 11, of Holtville
helps her mother flour tortillas as a way
to keep busy during the dog days of
summer. COURTESY PHOTO

became somewhat disillusioned by a lack
of projects on the ground that could help
restore the Salton Sea.
However, there is hope on the horizon
for the Desert Shores area.
The state and Imperial County are
finalizing an agreement to work toward the
Desert Shores Channel Restoration project. The county Air Pollution Control
District signed the draft agreement after its
July 28 meeting.
"This is a ready-made project," said

Imperial County hospitals experienced
some of their highest intensive-care unit
head counts last week, with El Centro
Regional Medical Center reporting a
record-setting 24 patients in its ICU on
July 22, yet hospital officials announced
they believe the numbers have started to
come under control.
"First of all, I want to thank the public
for doing a great job. We're seeing some
control to the numbers. The numbers were
escalating like crazy; (but) it seems to be
flattening the curve," said ECRMC Chief
Medical
Officer,
Dr.
Christian
Tomaszewski, during a July 24 daily
report.
"So, thank you for keeping your physical distancing. Thank you so much for
wearing your masks. I think it's working. I

know it hurts a lot, but it's paying off,"
Tomaszewski added.
Although the number of ICU patients
peaked July 22, the patient count was
steadily decreasing to 18 patients in ICU
(14 of whom are COVID-related), hospital
Chief Executive Officer Adolphe Edward
said July 24.
"That has been the highest amount of
beds we've actually had in ICU being full"
since 2016, said Edward during a similar
daily census update report July 22, clarifying later that day he had the available
staffing for up to 26 ICU beds, which will
soon be increasing to 30.
There are a total of 41 ICU beds available between El Centro and Brawley's
Pioneers Memorial Hospital, which had
eight ICU patients on July 22, seven of
whom were COVID-positive.
County public health officials
Continue on page 12
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Holtville City Council Takes Times to Brittsan..............from page one
many friends there. He also survived by his brother and sisloved
to cook.
ter-in-law, Carol and Josie
Understand CDBG Complications
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Holtville City Council, along
with other smaller cities in
Imperial County, is wrestling
with the complexities of how to
use
state
Community
Development Block Grant funding to assist residents who are
suffering financially as a result of
the pandemic.
The council recently tabled
taking any action during its July
27 meeting to learn more, which
appears to be a common problem, indicated Holtville City
Manager Nick Wells during a
recent interview.
"The CDBG (program) is a
pretty complex funding source
and they have some pretty serious strings attached with that
program. We and some other
cities are going to work with the
program alongside the county to
figure out what direction we can
go," Wells in a July 28 interview.
Cities with populations of
fewer than 50,000 have far more
hoops to jump through than cities
the size of El Centro, which is
considered an entitlement city
under state grant guidelines,
Wells said.
"El Centro is a different type
of situation because they are an
entitlement city. It means the
money passes through the state to
them. They just get it. We have to
apply for it and do a lot of reporting and justify how we use,"
Wells said.
Under CDBG's current regulations for small cities, to access
CDBG funds Holtville would

have to acquire tax returns and
prove everyone participating in
the program is low income, Wells
said.
"Our argument is, if this is
COVID-19 money, why is it so
hard for us to get business to use
it? They put it together so hastily,
but they (put it) through all the
regular stipulations," Wells said.
"The City Council and that
staff would like nothing more to
be able to access the funds and
distribute the to the city.
Unfortunately, that process is
made very difficult by the way
the California is trying to distribute those funds."
Another critical issue that
gave rise to caution for council
members was the quagmire stemming from the city's past attempts
to use the CDBG fund, Wells
said.
"'We have had CDBG programs in the past and it was not
the fault of the program or the
city, but we had to pay back
funds in good faith and that happened because of the all the complex rules and Byzantine regulations. We are trying to figure out
all the rules to create a program
that we don't have to pay back,"
said Wells, lamenting that just
about any program in the state
can be described in the same
manner.
Wells described the mishap
Holtville had after utilizing
CDBG program funding 20 years
ago.
"I'm not saying the CDBG
program is all bad. Long before
my time, the city participated in a
CDBG program and one day

received a letter from the program asking the city to pay back
$700,000," Wells said. "We were
able to work out most of the
problems but still had to pay
$30,000 worth of loans at the end
of the day."
The council is waiting for the
state to determine new parameters for the program before acting, because initial requirements
for small cities were far too
restrictive and would take up to
six months to distribute funds,
Wells said.
Several Holtville business
owners have called the city manager's office inquiring about status of the city's CDBG program.
Wells affirmed the city would not
apply for the funding if there was
no way to get it to the businesses
that need it.
"The danger here is if we
have to turn our back on the
CDBG program because the state
made it too hard, it will still be
hard to tell people we couldn't
access funding," he said.
Recently, Wells said a CDBG
representative previously recommended that if the city had difficulty with the process, it should
hire a consultant.
NEED TO PUBLISH
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damage, IID stated. In addition,
outages caused by balloons can
result in significant inconvenience for residents and businesses.
To reduce the risk of outages
and potential injury, IID suggests
the following tips to safely and
properly handle Mylar balloons:
•Never release a Mylar balloon outdoors.
•Keep Mylar balloons away
from power lines.
•Use balloon weights.
•Never use metallic ribbon
with metallic balloons.
•Always deflate metallic balloons and dispose of them prop-

erly when no longer in use.
If you see a Mylar balloon
that has contacted a power line,
keep yourself, your equipment,
and all other items and people at
least 20 feet away and report it by
calling IID at 1-800-303-7756.
Always assume that power lines
are energized, the press release
stated.

Mary Jane Dower
June 10, 1953 – July 27, 2020

In the arms of the angels, Mary Jane Dower has
joined her mother and father in Glory Land. She was
always happy, teasing and hugging.
Survivors include her sister, Susanne (Susie and Ray)
Garner of Holtville, nieces, Candi Benton of Imperial,
Beth Pucillo of Lakeside, nephews, Mark Garner of
Nevada, and Don Garner of Holtville.
No services are planned at this time.
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Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
JULY 30: Saige Mayfield, Mallory Merten, Brian Hoff, Taylor James
Brown, Emily Byram, Kelsey Monahan Moseback, Doyle Hill, Mary
Martinez.
JULY 31: Sophia Ruiz, Delaney Fjeldsted, Jeana Faretta, Larry
“Chase” Iten, Debbie Cheatwood, Rachel Chambers
AUG. 01: Alexander Zachry Briseno, Parker Smith, Brittany Burgun,
Weiderman, Luis Osuna, Colin Harold Hoff, Audrey Chi, Pam Downs
AUG. 02: Gerald Gettle Jr., DeeDee Lucas, Lynda Barlow
AUG. 04: Jimmy “Papas” Zarate, Luke Van Der Linden, Steven
Winford, Klinton Kenneth Thompson, Joel Chambers†
AUG. 05: T.J. Babb, Mattias Ruben Leimgruber, Pep (Joe) Velasco,
Heidi Hilfiker Gill

Landers of Jacksonville, Oregon,
and Jeanne’s brother and sisterin-law, Mike and Ruth Wheat of
San Marcos, and numerous
nieces, nephews, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.
“The family of Jerry Brittsan
wishes to extend our sincere
appreciation to the many doctors
and staff of Trident Hospital and
Vibra Hospital who cared for
him. We would also like to thank
his caregivers Amy Rivera,
Arlene Bermudez, and Nicole
Herring for their kind devotion to
his care,” according to the obituary prepared by family.
Memorials may be given to
The Al Bahr Shriners Children’s
Hospital
fund
http://albahrshrine.org/donate.ht
ml or Trinity Baptist Church of
Holtville Building Fund at
www.holtvillebaptist.com. Or
you can mail a check to Trinity
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 776,
Holtville, CA 92250.

Obituaries

CALL 760-339-4899.

IID Reminds Customers to Keep Metallic Balloons Away from Power Lines
STAFF REPORT
Due to recent power outages
caused by metallic balloons made
of Mylar, Imperial Irrigation
District officials ask customers to
not release these balloons in the
outdoors.
The metallic coating on these
balloons conducts electricity and
can cause a short circuit or power
surge when they come in contact
with power lines, according to a
district press release from July
27.
This can lead to large-scale
power outages, melting of electrical wires, and fires, leading to
possible injuries and property

He is preceded in death by his
wife of 31 years, Jeanne Brittsan;
his parents, Russell Brittsan and
Waltzia Landers; and two of siblings, Edward Ormand and Jean
Sack.
Brittsan is survived by his
daughter, Carol Brittsan of Mt.
Pleasant, S.C.; daughter and sonin-law, Karen and Michael
Hubert of Goose Creek; daughter,
Cheryl Brittsan of Jacksonville,
Florida; son and daughter-in-law,
Jerome and Janice Brittsan of
New Palestine, Indiana; son and
daughter-in-law, Timothy and
Manda
Brittsan
of
Fort
Lauderdale, Florida; daughter
and son-in-law, Janet and Eddie
Green of Holtville; daughter,
Sandra Claverie of Holtville;
daughter, Dana Potter of
Glendora; daughter and son-inlaw, Cathi and Jose Larios of
Holtville; son, Dale Phillips of
Holtville;
daughter,
Kristi
Phillips of Chula Vista. He is also

Week of July 27th
Evidenced-Based Model: Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for
Depression (CBT-D)
(Originally aired on June 2018)

The Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Depression (CBT-D) is
used to treat clients that are 25 years or older that are diagnosed with
depression. Join us as Laura Lugo introduces us to the model and the
processes, that when used, commonly achieve significant long-term
relief from depression.
Laura Lugo, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Anniversaries
(442)-265-1525

AUG. 02: Mr & Mrs. Donnie Cradic
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Semana del 27 de julio 2020
Terapias Basadas en la Evidencia: Terapia Cognitiva Conductual
para la Depresión (TCC-D)

CALL (760) 339-4899

La Terapia Cognitiva Conductual para la Depresión (Conocido por
sus siglas en inglés cómo CBT-D) se usa para tratar a clientes
mayores de 25 años de edad, los cuales son diagnosticados con
depresión. Acompáñenos mientras Daniela Hernandez nos introduce
al modelo y a los procesos usados para alcanzar el alivio de la
depresión.

A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter
at Holtville Post Office
February 27, 1905, under Act
of Congress of March 3, 1997.

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo del 2016)

Daniela Hernandez, LMFT
Terapeuta Matrimonial y Familiar con Licencia Estatal

(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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El Centro Council Blasts Homelessness Imperial County Board Ayes
Dropping Residency Requirements
Agency as a “Bureaucracy of Waste”

SPREAD THE LOVE Charity in El Centro received some
$144,000 in grant funding, a portion of which was used to purchase a van and a trailer that contains mobile showers and toilet
facilities used by the homeless. The van is shown here. COURTESY PHOTO
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
(UPDATE July 25: Additional
information was added from two
local homeless advocacy organizations)
Members of the El Centro City
Council blasted their police chief
recently for the way a countywide
organization is spending state grant
money meant to aid the region’s
homeless population, calling the
organization a “bureaucracy of
waste” where emergency funds are
being funneled to “couch surfers”
rather than the chronically homeless.
Police Chief Brian Johnson,
who is a member of the nine-person Imperial Valley Continuum of
Care Council executive board, was
updating the City Council on July
21 about his board’s use and plans
for millions of dollars in state funding for emergency homeless programs — most of which has gone
unspent after a year — that are
being administered by the IVCCC
when council members made those
comments.
Of some $4.6 million the
IVCCC was awarded in July 2019,
only half a million dollars of those
funds have been spent, Johnson

said. He blamed the delay in
spending the funds on local nonprofit organizations’ inability to
work with the IVCCC in navigating the complicated grant-application process.
Despite Johnson mentioning
the IVCCC’s plan to spend the
remaining $3 million of state
Homeless Emergency Assistance
Protection grant funds on capitalimprovement projects, El Centro
City Council Member Cheryl
Viegas-Walker expressed grave
concerns about the organization’s
effectiveness to date.
“Listening to how the project
has been defined, the intent is not
to provide a solution for our chronic homelessness (problem). It’s to
provide for low-income (housing)
or for folks who have a risk of
homelessness, or something like
that,” Viegas-Walker said. “Too
much of the emergency funds have
gone to help ‘couch surfers’ instead
of the chronically homeless.”
“It is the bureaucracy of waste,
in my opinion,” El Centro City
Council Member Jason Jackson
said furiously.
“Of that $4.6 million in HEAP
funds, $400,000 went to rapid
rehousing, $45,000 for emergency
shelters. Vouchers, food, case man-

agement, and counseling services
got $350,000. $365,000 went to
homeless prevention,” Johnson
said, mentioning Imperial Valley
College received HEAP funding to
prevent college students slipping
into homelessness.
Meanwhile, some homeless
advocates took exception with
Johnson’s characterization on why
the funds have gone largely
unspent.
“Our grants were all in by the
deadline,” Jessica Solorio, founder
of Spread the Love Charity, said
July 24. “The grant-application
process takes time, and you can’t
blame that on local nonprofits.
That’s just the way grants work.”
Spread the Love applied for
$144,000 in HEAP grant funds on
June 30, 2019, and received the
money in April.
“This money has really helped
us out. It was our largest grant to
date.” Solorio then landed a few
jabs at the city of El Centro’s
actions: “It’s wrong for El Centro
to bash the IVCCC. The city
should apply for its own grants
instead of relying on another entity.”
The process was so complicated that some smaller local nonprofits were cut out of the process.
“The thing is, my organization
is so small. I did not know how to
do all those plan proposals. It was
too much for me,” said Maribel
Padilla, co-founder of the Brown
Coalition, which feeds the homeless seven days a week, primarily
at Border Friendship Park in
Calexico.
“For some of the programs, I
would have to spend money, turn
in receipts and wait to be reimbursed by the county. My organization does not have that kind of
funding,” Padilla said during a July
24 interview.
During the July 21 council
meeting, council member Jackson
alleged the IVCCC of squandering
funds.
Continued on page 6

for County Workers

FILE PHOTO
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Imperial County employees
are no longer required to live
within the county.
That's according to a new
ordinance that was preliminarily
passed at the July 28 county
Board of Supervisors meeting.
The ordinance rescinds a previously unenforced ordinance
that required county employees
to live in the United States.
County Counsel Adam Crook
said the old ordinance could open
the county to litigation as it could
be seen as discrimination based
on
the
California
Fair
Employment and Housing Act
and Title 7 of the U.S. Civil
Rights Act. A different ordinance
that may require county employees to live within a "reasonable
distance" is still being looked at
and will be brought to the board
at a later date, Crook said.
The new ordinance is not
without its opponents, as former
county employee and twicedefeated Imperial County Board

of Supervisors' candidate Claudia
Camarena called it an "appalling
decision" to apply federal and
state discrimination rights to residents of another country.
She made the statement during the county board meeting
July 28, but Camarena has previously spoken out about what
she's sees as an unfair practice of
Mexicali residents assuming
high-level positions within the
county. She spoke about the situation during public comment at
the last board meeting and has
sought county public employment records related to the issue.
Allowing a pool of more than
1 million people in Mexicali to
compete for county jobs against
Imperial Valley residents isn't fair
and will hurt the county,
Camarena said during the meeting July 28. She said Mexicali
residents don't pay property tax
to the county.
"There is an impact to our
county financially, and there is
impact to the residents,"
Continue on page 7

El Centro’s Historic Elks Lodge
Burns July 25, a Total Loss Declared

Brawley P.D. Gets Federal Assistance in Homicide Case
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Brawley Police Department
requested and has received assistance from the FBI, the
Department of Homeland Security
Investigations Unit, and the
California Department of Justice
in the ongoing homicide investigation of Nathan Daniel Cazares,
Brawley police announced in a
July 28 press release.
Cazares’ body was found
burned on July 13 in the 1100
block of Main Street on a couch in
front of an abandoned building in
Brawley. Cazares was a transgen-

der woman who also identified by
the name Marilyn. The family
alleges Cazares’ death was the
result of a hate crime.
The press release stated the
request for assistance was result of
information gathered during the
course of the investigation regarding a need for “digital evidentiary
resources needed in the investigative effort,” according to the press
release.
“This is still an active murder
investigation and we cannot
release any information regarding
the case at this time,” said Brawley
Police Department Cmdr. Brett
Houser in a July 28 interview with

this newspaper.
“As soon as we reach a point in
our investigation when we can
inform the public of the results of
our investigation, we will immediately announce that information to
the community,” Houser said.
Imperial County Sheriff’s
Office has and will continue to
assist with investigative resources
since the initial time of the incident, Houser said.
“We have dedicated all available resources towards this case
and will continue to do so,”
Houser affirmed.

A PHOTO OF the fenced-off former Salton Sea Elks Lodge No.
627 on El Centro’s east side shows the building collapsed from the
rear due to a three-alarm fire July 25. The photo was taken July
27. El Centro fire officials were still investigating the blaze to
“rule out the possibility of arson,” but fire officials say the building was known as a place transients congregated. The address of
the building is 196 ½ State St. and was the city’s “Black lodge” for
African-American Elks Lodge members. CORISSA IBARRA
PHOTO
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
What was described as the
“historic” Salton Sea Elks Lodge
No. 627 on the east side of El
Centro, a known spot for transients in the city, went up in

flames July 25, a fire official
reported.
El Centro fire investigators
were following up leads in an
effort to “rule out the possibility
of arson,” said Battalion Chief
Continue on page 6
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Salton Sea...............................................................................from page one
Spears, chairman of the Salton
Sea Restoration Committee.
"You already have your infrastructure there."
Acapulco Lane in Desert
Shores used to be the water outlet
that would go out to the sea, he
said. That outlet, though, has
dried up.
This had led to discolored
water channels and standing
water that can't be replenished.
The restoration plan would
include installing a berm and
devising a pump system to get
Salton Sea water flowing back
into the channels, he said.
While some proposed projects at the Salton Sea are just mitigation for a receding water level,
this one could "possibly re-establish the entire town of Desert
Shores," he said.
Once water can be moved
back into the channels, work can
be done to bring the salinity
down, get tilapia back in the
water and bring the birds back to
the area, Spears said.
The project involves saving
the habitat, which is the environmental side, but it also has a
human health component, said
Imperial County Air Pollution
Control District Officer Matt
Dessert. There is open ground, so
reinvigorating the water channels
in the community would help
mitigate dust exposure.
"It's a very positive project, a
project that is long overdue," he
said.
The Air Pollution Control
District is interested in stepping
forward in any way it can to

move this project forward,
Dessert said.
Imperial County Supervisor
Ryan Kelley, whose district
includes the area of Imperial
County that surrounds the Salton
Sea, motioned to approve the
agreement, saying it should be a
model for projects around the
sea.
"I think it's going to be a
focus point of activity that can
happen at the Salton Sea that will
be able to add value to not just
the natural habitat but also the
residents and communities," he
said.
Though the Desert Shores
project is a smaller project, it can
be applied to bigger areas of the
sea, too, to help stabilize shoreline and reduce hazards in people's backyards.
The memorandum of understanding, which was approved by
the county Board of Supervisors
seated as the county's Air
Pollution Control District board
with a 5-0 vote on July 28, is just
one of a number of changes happening at the Salton Sea.
The state budget signed by
Gov. Gavin Newsom earlier this
month, authorized 10 new positions for the Salton Sea
Management Plan, including six
staff members located at a local
Salton Sea office and two at the
Department of Fish and
Wildlife's Bermuda Dunes office.
The budget also included
$19.3 million in Proposition 68
funding for the Salton Sea
Authority to implement the North
Lake Pilot Project, a 156-acre

pilot project near the community
of North Shore that would create
new deep-water habitat to replace
the habitat lost as the Salton Sea
recedes, according to the state's
Salton Sea website. It would also
create shallow habitat that would
suppress dust along over one
mile of receding shoreline.
The budget also included $28
million in funding for the New
River Improvement Project,
which aims to address pollution
exposure, create public health
benefits, and enhance access to
healthy spaces.
While there is movement
toward Salton Sea restoration,
Spears is still somewhat weary as
he says it's going too slowly.
He's been building a database
of people to push legislators forward and hold officials responsible. While funding for these projects has to come from the state
and other government levels,
locals have to hold these officials
accountable, he said.
"People are getting tired of
hearing things are going to come
and projects are going to happen," he said.
He's encouraging his network
of Salton Sea supporters through
the Salton Sea Restoration
Committee on Facebook to contact state officials and make sure
they know people support projects like the Desert Shores
Channel Restoration project.

GETSOMEPHOTOS
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'Jamming for Luis' Raises $1,500 for COVID-Affected Rosas Family
BY CHARLIE M.
ZAMARRIPA
Before Nydia Flores had the
entire room in tears with her
musical performance, in a back
room at Dr. Tien Vo's Medical
Center in Calexico, for the
"Jammin' For Luis" benefit live
Facebook event and concert, she
mentioned how she could feel the
spirit of Luis Rosas was with her.
As she read a prepared statement, expressing condolences,
with her voice obviously struggling to control her emotions, it
was uncertain if she could overcome this wave of sadness. She
took two long breathes and gave
what might have been her best
performance to date. It was magical.
The livestreamed event that
raised $1,500 for the Rosas family, who lost two members, brothers Luis (who died from COVID19 on June 14) and Eddie (from
complications of pneumonia on
May 29), was filled with emotional anecdotes and well wishes.
Luis Rosas a well-known
member of the local music community as bassist for the band
Hijos Del Hombre and a local
music promoter who often
booked shows.
The Facebook live broadcast
was filled with a mix of live performances streamed from Vo's
office in Calexico and pre-recorded feeds from special guests.
Once such surprise guest was
Alex Gonzalez, drummer for

Grammy-winning and international Spanish rock legends,
MANA, who offered his condolences and a message of hope for
the Rosas family through a prerecorded feed. Gonzalez asked
for everyone else to love one
another during this horrible time
in our lives.
Southern California's Home
Grown, also via pre-recorded
feed, dedicated their song
"Midnight City Sky" to Luis and
Eddie Rosas.
The surprises would not end
there, as two members of local
punk-ska band, SPAZZOIDS,
Ceczar Hernandez (rhythm guitar) and Lupe Chavarin (lead guitar and singer), both decided to
emulate Luis Rosas' stage look.
"Luis was all about attitude
and he always showed it through
his appearance … the (black and
white striped) socks was the first
thing that caught my eye, the first
time I saw him perform,"
Chavarin recalled, and added that
wearing similar socks on stage
July 25 "is my way to pay tribute
to the bass man."
"I played with sunglasses the
way Luis would play … we were
trying to honor him," Hernandez
added.
During a short break to retune
guitars and rearrange drums and
cymbals from the onslaught,
Hernandez took over the microphone to dedicate the next song to
another friend who had died of a
sudden heart attack several hours
earlier. Still hurting from that sentiment, when asked to expand on

his words from the night before,
he simply responded how his
friend Rudy Acosta "meant so
much to me."
Emcee Daniel Chairez related
that the "Jamming for Luis" event
"exceeded (their) expectations."
Since this type of event was a
first for everyone involved, they
went into this event just hoping
that they could actually pull it off.
The number of viewers during the event reached 1,000 viewers, Chairez said. After the show
that number had grown to 1,200
views. By July 29, viewers had
climbed 3,400.
On July 26, Anna Rosas, Luis'
wife, posted the following message on her Facebook page:
"I'm so blessed and blown
away by the turnout of yesterday's event. I'm thankful for
every single person who helped
make it possible and everyone
that has donated. I know Luis is
happy and enjoyed every moment
of it. I miss him so much but last
night made me feel like old times
as he has not left us. Luis lives on
in everyone through the powerful
connection of music. I love and
appreciate everyone that made it
possible. From the Rosas Family
much love and let's continue the
passion for music."
Promoters and volunteers for
the event will soon meet to decide
if they want to keep the event
going. Maricela Moreno, one of
the promoters, expressed that she
would love for this event to continue.

LOCAL SKA PUNK band the SPZZOIDS perform during the "Jamming for Luis" benefit concert
on Facebook live on July 25 to raise money for the family of Luis Rosas, who died of COVID on
June 14, and his younger brother, Eddie, who died of pneumonia, a few weeks earlier. CHARLIE
ZAMARRIPA PHOTO

LOCAL MUSICIAN NYDIA Flores brings the room to tears with
an original song dedicated to Luis Rosas, a local musician who
died of COVID-19 on June 14. Flores performed live inside Dr.
Tien Vo's Medical Center in Calexico on Facebook during a virtual benefit for Rosas family on July 25, "Jamming for Luis."

SINGER AND GUITARIST Ruben Hernandez covers
Soundgarden's "Fell on Black Days" during the "Jamming for
Luis" benefit concert on Facebook live on July 25 to raise money
for the family of Luis Rosas, who died of COVID on June 14, and
his younger brother, Eddie, who died of pneumonia, a few weeks
earlier. CHARLIE ZAMARRIPA PHOTO

ROY DORANTES AND Dr. Tien Vo asks viewers to practice
social distancing and wear their masks during the "Jamming for
Luis" benefit concert live on Facebook on July 25. Vo told the
audience, "This is real." CHARLIE ZAMARRIPA PHOTO
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Brawley Chamber Talks
Cattle Call Theme Amid
Pandemic Uncertainty
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Plans to hold the 2020 Cattle
Call Rodeo are still up in the air
due to the pandemic, but the
Brawley Chamber of Commerce
announced it would involve
rodeo fans in its annual theme
contest for the rodeo in a
Facebook post on July 22.
In the video, Brawley
Chamber of Commerce Chief
Executive Officer Katie Luna
addressed the community to
answer questions surrounding the
63rd edition of Cattle Call and
the corresponding Jamboree,
which includes the Chili CookOff, Monday Night Kick-Off
Mixer, and the Cattle Call
Parade.
"At this time, it is uncertain if
the rodeo will continue or not due
to circumstances that are out of
our control locally," Luna said.
"As soon as we know if the rodeo
will continue, I will be sure to
bring you some updates and let
you know what is going to happen there."
This Cattle Call will not look
like a regular year of celebration,
but Luna expressed a strong
belief in the community to persevere.
"The chamber is in the
process of creating contingency
plans for our events. Our direction will largely be based on our
current COVID-19 situation in
the county, and realistically, this

may mean that we have some
events virtually or it may mean
that we can have some events
outside," said Luna, noting that
as things change regarding the
pandemic, the Brawley chamber
will adapt its plans.
Rodeo fans who want to participate in the in the theme contest can submit their ideas at
www.brawleychamber.com
Meanwhile, during a July 20
press conference by the Imperial
County
Public
Health
Department, health officer Dr.
Stephen Munday was asked
about late fall and winter events,
including Cattle Call, which traditionally occurs in November,
and Christmas parades and farmers' markets.
"The first thing I would say is
that I wouldn't make any specific
determination as to a time frame.
It's only July. … What will happen, say in November or
December, it's hard to predict
now. But what I can tell you is
that gatherings at this point in
time are not allowed. They are
not allowed by the state and they
are not allowed by the county
either," Munday said July 20.
"It is certainly possible that if
there is a change in the way the
outbreak is going that that would
change. And since the end of the
year is still about five months
away, it is certainly possible that
the situation could change significantly before that time," Munday
added.

Imperial County Health Officer
Isolation Orders Updated
STAFF REPORT
Imperial County Public
Health Department officials
announced that an amended
Health Officer Order related to
isolation requirements for nonimmunocompromised individuals has been issued, according to
a July 24 press release.
In addition, a new Health
Officer Order, which provides
isolation instructions specific to
individuals who are severely
immunocompromised or have a
severe or critical illness, has also
been released.
Both orders are based on
updated guidance recently published by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and outline criteria that must be met
before discontinuing isolation.
Each order also specifies that

once criteria for discontinuing
isolation have been met, no medical evaluation or written verification of the Health Officer or
other medical provider is
required for an individual to be
released back to the workplace or
other public areas.
Further, follow up COVID-19
testing is not necessary.
The amended order changes
the time frame for discontinuing
isolation for non-immunocompromised persons who have tested positive for COVID-19 or who
are suspected to be positive for
the virus.
According to the CDC, evidence now supports discontinuing isolation once the following
conditions have been met:
Continue on page 8

Summer...........................................from page one
the U.S. Army straight out of
high school. She is at boot camp.
Youngest daughter Emma is the
crafty one who is a YouTube
learner. She is currently working
on a latch hook rug. She is also
teaching herself sign language."
Giawna Aguirre
Jesse and Crystal Aguirre, El
Centro residents, keep their
daughter, Giawna Aguirre, 6,
busy with special art projects and
crafts. She also has a Slip 'N
Slide, rides her bike, and skates
in the evening hours.
During the day, she plays
with her toys and sometimes
talks to family and friends via
Facetime.
But recently, she was super
excited because her 10-foot pool
arrived - literally Christmas in
July for her. Her father ordered it
online a week ago because he had
no luck finding one locally or at
neighboring cities.
"Imperial Valley is an
extremely hot desert where the
water in the swimming pool is
relatively cool anytime of the
day. The swimming pool creates
an escape for the kids especially
that the park and playgrounds
and the community pool are not
doable right now," dad Jesse said.
Ellie and John David
Moiola
John and Ayron Moiola,
Holtville residents, have a daughter and a son - Ellie, 12, and John
David, 4.
"We quickly turned to 4-H
involvement when we moved to
Holtville in May. We did a virtual 4-H class through the state of
California, two sessions a day,"
mom Ayron said.
"Ellie also has been sewing,
cooking and taking care of puppies," she added.
"John David has discovered
water balloons and riding his
bike and playing outside with his
tractors," Ayron Moiola said. "He
made slime for the first."
When asking John David
what he likes to do during summertime, he responded cheerfully, "Going to the beach."
Ayron quickly clarified: "We
haven't been able to go to the
beach this summer, but that is his
favorite thing to do."

ELLIE MOIOLA, 12, of
Holtville participates in her
virtual dance recital through
Dancing Feet in El Centro.
COURTESY PHOTO
Both John and Ayron are
active in 4-H John is a rocketry
leader and Ayron is a project
leader. She also leads cooking
and public speaking, and fashion
review for 4-H.
"4-H has transitioned to the
virtual world so well," Ayron
said. "Ellie was able to compete
in local, regional and state for her
cultural arts presentation."
"This weekend," she said,
"dancers of Dancing Feet are
videoing themselves individually
and then splicing where they will
all be dancing."
They found a way to help
them all dance together.
"I think the world of people
who are trying to give an opportunity to kids," Ayron said.
When asked what it takes to
join 4-H, Ayron said, "You can go
on their website and look at the
different clubs and find the one
that meets your schedule. In
August they have an orientation,
like a membership drive. It used
to be held at the mall. Don't know
at this point where this will be.
There is a small fee."
"The 4-H has all kinds of programs for all kinds of families,"
she explained. "4-H is not just the
fair and just animals. It is endless
what kids can learn. (It) involves
public speaking, citizenship, and
opportunities that expand your
horizons beyond school. It is a
great place for those who are not

JOHN
MOIOLA, 4,
of
Holtville has tried to keep
busy through the summer. He
can be seen studying and participating in virtual vacation
Bible school.
COURTESY
PHOTO
finding their place elsewhere."
Recently, Rosie Allegranza,
manager of the Holtville
Chamber of Commerce, was
approached by the 4-H Club to
give a presentation of the history
of the Holtville park.
"We met in June at the park,
kept distance, and had masks. I
was able to determine how many
palm trees were planted at the
park back in the day. I gave the
history of the park. I informed
them there was a circus in town,
and the monkeys were left at the
park in cages - don't know the
reason. Also there used to be a
fishpond on the west side of the
park."
Ideas for the Rest of the
Summer
To keep kids and youth entertained for the rest of the summer,
you may find some ideas in the 4H Club website https://4-h.org/
such as gardening, photography,
exercise, crafts, art, jewelry making, coloring, rocket projects,
building a fort from cardboard
boxes, virtual learning/projects,
and origami.
Remember to be safe while
having fun. Never swim in a
canal. Get wet with a sprinkler,
Slip 'N Slide, supervised pool, or
water balloons.

Homeless...................................from page one
“The thing we are missing in
Imperial County is transitional
housing, and although we spent
$196,000 for 36 (motel) rooms for
three months, to me that’s a complete waste of money, because
without transitional housing all
you are doing is putting somebody
in a room and kicking them out on
the street three months later,”

Jackson said.
Johnson agreed with Jackson
and said to meet the need for transitional housing, the IVCCC
awarded $3 million of the HEAP
grant funds in July 2019 to a capital-improvement project in Heber
where 24 housing units would be
built that are eligible to use for
low-income housing and for people experiencing homelessness.
Despite funds having been
awarded more than a year ago,
ground has not yet broken on the
project, Johnson said.
Solorio, a proponent of the
voucher program, explained why
vouchers are only one step in the
process.
“Vouchers were a much-needed program. We needed to do it in
this order. There has to be stepping
stones to complete this long journey. This is one more step before
transitional housing and, ultimately, permanent residence,” Solorio
said.
Until 2018, Catholic Charities
managed the IVCCC and received
around $300,000 to $400,000 a
year in funding until the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
directed the county’s Social
Services Department take over
managerial responsibilities of the
organization, Johnson said.
He credited county employees
for navigating the complicated
grant process and increasing the
IVCCC’s funding to more than $1
million in 2019, of which
$150,000 went to rapid rehousing,
$408,000 to emergency housing
intervention, $119,00 to system
support, $100,000 to street outreach and $10,000 to housing
placement and retention. To meet
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development regulations,
the IVCCC spent another
$265,000 for administrative
expenses.
In March 2020, the IVCCC
received another $528,000 from
state and federal emergency funding sources.
“Imperial County Welfare and the
Area Agency for Aging were the
primary recipients of these funds,
receiving $170,000 for vouchers

and different rental-assistance programs. Thirty-seven individuals
have received these services,”
Johnson said. “This funding also
went towards the (10) trailers
(from the state) used to house
homeless with COVID-19 at the
(I.V.) Fairgrounds that have
housed 11 people (since) May.”
Johnson said the IVCCC has two
other federal Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act grants in the works.
“The IVCCC just received an
Emergency Solutions Grant
(through the state Department of
Housing
and
Community
Development) for $322,000 to be
used for some form of housing. We
decided on the recipient last week
but have not announced recipient
yet,” Johnson said. “We just
applied for another CARES Act
grant for over $1 million to help
homeless find housing, which
should be infused in the community within the next 30 to 90 days.”
Despites the IVCCC’s surplus of
COVID-19 grant money intended
to house the homeless, county
homeless numbers are up 2.6 percent.
“County numbers for those sheltered went from 188 in 2019 to
193 in 2020. Homeless numbers
went from 1,225 in 2019 to 1,344
in 2020,” said Johnson, before
dropping the most disturbing number yet: “In 2016, there were only
128 sheltered and 252 unsheltered
in the county.”
“From an economic standpoint, we
have the highest unemployment
rate in the state, if not No. 2. All of
these compounding factors make
this an issue we can never give
up,” Johnson said.
When Viegas-Walker asked
Johnson if the public would have
an opportunity to review the
IVCCC’s strategic plan, the
answer was a gentle “no.”
“I would say, this one (the strategic
plan) has been a long time coming.
There has been a lot of sweat equity put into this one. Let’s let this
one be published and maybe we
can take another bite at that apple
next year,” Johnson said.
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County Workers.............................from page three

Elks Fire...........from page three

Camarena said. "Every job is necessary in this county for our residents."
County
Supervisor
Ray
Castillo countered that some
Imperial Valley businesses would
not be able to stay afloat without
the customers who cross the border to shop.
"To require employees to live
in Imperial County could be a
source of discrimination," he said.
"I think we need to move forward
with this. ... That law is outdated,
and I personally feel we need to do
away with it."
The new ordinance passed 4-1
and will go back to the board for a
second reading at a later meeting.
If given final approval then, the
ordinance will become effective
30 days after the final approval.
Supervisor Ryan Kelley was
the sole opposition to the ordinance.
After the meeting, Kelley said
he voted against the ordinance
because there was no alternative
presented to the board, and
because he feels if someone is an
employee of Imperial County,
they should live in the county.
County Makes $500,000
Available
Half a million dollars from the
county will now be available to
Imperial Valley businesses facing
hardship from COVID-19.
The money will come from the
Imperial County Public Benefit
Fund after the Board of
Supervisors approved moving for-

Cedric Ceseña on July 27, who
also serves as the department's
public information officer.
The building was abandoned
and being used by the homeless
for shelter, Ceseña said.
The former Salton Sea Elks
Lodge was considered the "Black
lodge" in the city, according to
former Elks exalted ruler, the late
Jimmy Staton, who called it such
in a story about a Juneteenth
event there in 2010. Staton was
quoted in a story on the event
written by Calexico Chronicle
contributor Elizabeth Varin.
The Salton Sea lodge is different from the Elks lodge on
downtown Main Street in El
Centro.
The registered address of the
building was listed as 196 ½ State
St., which is one block south of
Main Street near Second Street,
just east of the railroad tracks.
Although it's unclear who
actually owned the building, an
"agent" in charge of the property
was listed as El Centro resident
Albert Newton, who took over as
agent in 2018, according to information from California Secretary
of State's office.
The fire, which Ceseña
explained was of "unknown origin," was reported to ECFD at
4:27 p.m. He said fire crews
arrived on scene at 4:32.
Initially, the blaze was called
out as a two-alarm fire, with
Imperial County, Imperial city,

ward with a second round of
COVID relief funds.
The new application period
will likely start at the end of the
first week in August, County
Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas
Jr. said during the July 28 meeting. That will give county staff
time to get the word out to businesses and translate the application to Spanish.
While the initial proposal was
to allow the county to loan
$250,000, Supervisor Jesus
Escobar said that amount is too
small and proposed the $500,000
total, half of which comes from
the Public Benefit Fund and half
from the Agriculture Benefit
Fund.
"There is light at the end of the
tunnel, but that tunnel is looking
very long," he said. "I would prefer to move forward with additional funding."
The first round of funding provided $100,000 to Brawley businesses, $102,000 to Calexico businesses, $10,000 to a Holtville
business, $153,000 to El Centro
businesses, $10,000 to an Ocotillo
group, $80,000 to Imperial businesses and $10,000 to a
Westmorland church.
As of the July 28 meeting, 22
applicants were awaiting a second
round of funding, Rouhotas said.
The second round of funding
was approved with a 5-0 vote by
the board.
First "Skimmers" Found in
County

Although its been a widespread problem around the country, no credit-card "skimmers" had
been found in any Imperial
County gasoline pumps until
recently.
Carlos Ortiz, agricultural commissioner and sealer of weights
and measures, the latter of which
oversees regulations pertaining to
gas pumps in the county, said his
staff discovered six skimmers, all
at one location in the county.
Ortiz made the announcement
during department reports at the
county board meeting July 28. He
later revealed in an email that the
skimmers were found at a business in El Centro, but he did not
say which service station.
He told the county board his
office removed the skimmers and
proceeded to give a brief presentation of the theft devices.
Card skimmers allow criminals to potentially steal money,
personal information, and identities by using information gained
when people swipe their debit
cards, he said.
People can protect themselves
against skimmer fraud by paying
inside instead of at the pump,
looking at the security seal at the
pump to make sure there is no sign
of tampering, using a credit card
or cash instead of a debit card and
choosing a pump closest to the
cashier, he said. Consumers
should also keep receipts and
watch their accounts for suspicious charges.

Holtville, and Calexico crews
assisting. After a third alarm was
sounded, crews from Centinela
State Prison, federal crews from
Naval Air Facility El Centro,
Brawley fire and a Westmorland
crew were called out.
"The fire was contained
around 5:30 p.m. and the last
units cleared the scene at 10:27
p.m.," Ceseña said.
Ceseña no civilians or firefighters were injured in the blaze.
Although he did not have a monetary value for the damages,
Ceseña said the building was a
total loss.
No other information was
available July 28.
This is the second vacant Elks
Lodge fire in Imperial County to
be connected with transients this
year.
A massive four-alarm blaze in
downtown Calexico on Jan. 20
required mutual aid response
from as far away as Yuma,
Calexico fire officials said at the
time.
About 50 firefighters from
every department in Imperial
County and from both Yuma's
city and Rural Metro departments
assisted to stop the spread of the
fire in the 300 block of
Rockwood Avenue that left the
two-story vacant former Elks
Lodge building partially collapsed.

PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No.: 2020-00889-CA
A.P.N.:053-371-022-000
Property Address: 1025 West Hamilton
Avenue, EL CENTRO, CA 92243
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED
COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT
ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO
THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER:

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 04/11/2003. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: VIRGINIA A. VASQUEZ, A MARRIED WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEPARATE PROPERTY
Duly
Appointed
Trustee:
Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 04/17/2003 as
Instrument No. 2003-011262 in book 2195,
page 443 and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California,
Date of Sale: 09/04/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale:
MAIN
ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
939 W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $
145,804.26
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND
LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED

IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation
of real property: 1025 West Hamilton
Avenue, EL CENTRO, CA 92243
A.P.N.: 053-371-022-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address
or other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances,
under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale is:
$ 145,804.26.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to
convey title for any reason, the successful bidder's sole and exclusive
remedy shall be the return
of monies paid to the
Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the
Deed of Trust has executed
and delivered to the undersigned a written request to
commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned
caused a Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county
where the real property is
located.
NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you

are considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you are or may
be responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site

http://www.altisource.
com/
MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/Trust
eeServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2020-00889-CA.
Information about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information
or on the Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale.
Date: July 3, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServic
es/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.as
px
____________________________________
____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
July 16, 23, 30, 2020
Legal 8963

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Update...............................................................................from page one
confirmed this week, July 28, that
case of positive COVID patients
in the hospitals are beginning to
decrease slightly and the number
of community cases are also
beginning to slightly decrease,
although the county public health
officer has yet to say we are on the
other side of the curve.
Although the COVID numbers for Imperial County in general have remained consistently
high since mid-May, other areas
of California, including San
Diego County, have begun to
experience new surges of coronavirus cases in recent weeks,
which might be having an effect
on ICU rates and hospitalizations
in general for Imperial County,
according to area health experts.
There's also the continuing
high volume of cases crossing the
border, as Mexicali residents with
U.S. citizenship continue to seek
treatment locally.
While ICU staffing numbers
in Imperial County are increasing
due to an influx of state and federal assistance, which allows for
more serious cases to stay in the
county, there are also a dwindling
number of beds available for
patient transfers outside Imperial
County due to surges elsewhere,
explained county Emergency
Medical Services Agency Medical
Director, Dr. Kathy Staats.
"We do continue to transfer
patients out. However, the number
that we have transferred out have
decreased. We think this is likely
for a few reasons. First, both hospitals have increased their ICU
capacity, so they are able to keep
more ICU patients within (the)
county," Staats said during a
weekly county Public Health
Department press conference on
July 21.
"Second … as we're seeing
COVID-19
cases
increase
throughout California, other hospitals' capacity is less. … We are
really trying to focus on being
able to increase our ability to care
for patients. That being said, the
state is still looking for ways to
help Imperial wherever they're
able. … We do continue daily
conversations about transferring
patients out if needed," Staats
said.
Staats reported that nearly 600
patients had been transferred from
local hospitals since May 19.
Further, Staats said recently
that the alternative care site she
runs at Imperial Valley College is
equipped to handle more acute
cases of COVID that had previously required people be transferred from the Valley.
"We are now back to normal
transfers, which are all nonCOVID but critical ill patients
that needs higher levels of care,

and that is what we would be
doing daily on a normal day
minus all the COVID infections,"
El Centro Regional's Edward said
July 22, referring to the day's
record-setting ICU traffic.
Raw COVID numbers for
Imperial County as of July 28,
were 188 deaths, 9,189 total
COVID-positive cases, 1,042 of
which are considered active and
7,959 of which are considered
recovered.
Meanwhile, in assessing
weekly data, county Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday, was
asked July 21 what numbers he is
most concerned with when getting
a snapshot of present conditions in
the county.
"All of the numbers are
important, and they give you different snapshots about what's happening. So, the testing positive
percentage is really a measure of
what's going on in the community.
… Let's just assume if the testing
that we're doing is stable, meaning
the number of tests, then changes
in that percentage give us an idea
of how this might be spreading in
the community," Munday said.
"If the number of people we
can test changes, then it makes
that number more difficult to
interpret. But in general, if you
assume that the testing capacity
stays constant and you're testing
people, then if the testing percentage is going up, that suggests that
there's more spread in the community. And when it goes down,
there's less spread," he said.
On July 28, the epidemiological stability of the virus for the
last seven days was at 14.04 percent. Overall, the number has
been consistently in the 16 percent
to 17 percent range last week and
has been around 14 percent this
week.
During a report to the county
Board of Supervisors this week,
county Public Health Department
Director Jeanette Angulo said
positive cases were coming back
in the 200-case-per-day range,
whereas two weeks earlier there
were hundreds more a day.
This comes amid many news
reports about the lack of testing
materials and increased testing
times around the country, with
county public health officials
acknowledging those conditions
the last few weeks.
However, Munday said July
28 that the shortages in materials
has yet to have a significant effect
on testing in Imperial County. He
said testing capacity is still at high
levels in Imperial County.
Munday said there are "four
lanes" of state-sponsored, free
testing at the three OptumServe
sites in Imperial County, with one
lane each in Calexico and

Brawley and two lanes (or double
the daily capacity) at the site in
the city of Imperial.
The county is also processing
more test samples with the assistance of a federal mobile analytical laboratory in the parking lot of
the County Administrative Center,
which will leave at the end of the
week.
"There's typically a delay
between what happens with the
testing in the community and what
happens in the hospital. They both
give us useful information
because if we start seeing an
increase in the percentage of positive tests in the community, then
we are very careful to watch our
hospital numbers, our emergency
department visits, our hospital
admissions, our ICU beds and our
ventilator use, because we have an
expectation that if the (positive
numbers are) increasing in the
community, then there may be (an
increase in the hospitals,)"
Munday said July 21.
An Update on Health Order
"Enforcement"
In El Centro during a oneweek period that ended at the July
21 El Centro City Council meeting, the city's police department
had seven calls for a variety of
COVID-19 related issues, primarily a person or group not wearing
face masks, El Centro Police
Chief Brian Johnson reported.
Other complaints include a
business open that is not essential
and a group gathering.
Five of those calls were
unfounded, and two resulted in
warnings being given, he said.
Most of the time, though, people are willing to comply with the
regulations.
"We believe that really nine
times out of 10, the warning has
been sufficient," Johnson said.
"There's a unique balance for all
communities dealing with this
coronavirus. Our community has
really been very supportive of
helping to do their part to help us
get through this pandemic."
There had been one person
cited by the El Centro Police
Department a couple weeks ago
for not wearing a face covering,
and that case has been sent to the
District
Attorney's
Office,
Johnson added. It might be weeks
or months before the department
hears back on whether the District
Attorney's Office will pursue that
case, as it was a misdemeanor
citation and no one is in custody.
Some are concerned, though,
that suggesting might not be
enough. It was reported last week
that Imperial County Supervisor
Jesus Escobar had grown tired of
the suggestive nature of the language around health order
enforcement and wanted the
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Tomaszewski, ECRMC chief medical officer, thanks Imperial
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cases in the region during a July 24 daily report. VIDEO SCREEN
CAPTURE
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors to take up whether
stricter enforcement was needed.
"Do we need to move from a
'strongly encouraging' to an actually administrative fine, citation
or penalty for people not wearing
face coverings, for the lack of
social distancing, for the lack of
people respecting social gatherings, for businesses not respecting
social distancing and numbers
required when they open up their
doors?" Escobar asked during a
COVID-19 update at the July 14
meeting.
"I just don't see us flattening
the curve and the strongly encouraging overall is not working. Do
we need to take it to the next
level?"
Munday reminded the board
members that there is an enforcement mechanism written into the
health order that discusses fines of
up to $1,000 and even arrest, but
he said it was always the intention
that enforcement was educational
and, hopefully, self-policing.
Munday added that was never
something that could be undertaken at the public health level but
must come from law enforcement.
"We don't have the option of
fining people," Munday said. "We
don't want to fine people. We want
to keep people safe."
Escobar suggested during the
meeting that enforcement of the
Public Health Order is the only
way to hold everyone accountable
and recommended the issue come
back to the board at a later meeting.
District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley understood where Escobar
was coming from.
"Encouragement with a hammer behind it," Kelley said during
the meeting.
County staff also recommended addressing it administratively
during weekly meetings with area
city managers and public safety
chiefs.
The issue was revisited briefly
during the July 28 county board
meeting, where Escobar asked
whether any progress had been
made on enforcement issues.
There really no answer and
Escobar further pressed that the
county should look into some sort
of citation levels on the books.
Similar Concerns Brought Up
in Calexico
Meanwhile, Calexico City
Council members Lewis Pacheco
and Bill Hodge brought up similar

concerns about health-order
enforcement in their city with
Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo at
the tail end of the council's July 15
meeting.
Because it was not an issue on
the agenda, no action was taken,
and it was more of an informal
update. The Calexico council is
not scheduled to meet again until
Sept. 5.
Pacheco asked whether police
were enforcing the county's rollback of nonessential businesses to
curbside-only pickup, and Hodge
inquired whether there would be
stricter enforcement of the mask
rule, especially at businesses like
Wal-Mart, where he has witnessed
the store not enforcing its own
mask policy and not taking temperatures.
Gerardo told Hodge it comes
down to enforcement and manpower, adding the fines and mechanisms are in place to issue the
citations, but there are not enough
police on the streets to seek out or
respond to every report of someone not wearing a mask.
"We'll take enforcement
action when we have to, but people who are out there having parties, shame on them," Gerardo
said.
Speaking to the council, but
expounding on the issue for
whichever community members
were listening or watching via
livestream, Gerardo told members
of the community that the numbers will not go down and the
curve will not flatten significantly
until people report the parties and
get-togethers going on in their
neighborhoods.
"If they don't listen to us, we'll
cite them. And we'll cite them for
every time that they violate it. If
it's a party at 11 o' clock at night
and we go back at 1 in the morning, that's two citations," Gerardo
explained. "The thing is, we
shouldn't be reaching that citation.
Why do we have to be punishing
people for that?"
The community needs to do
its part, he said.
"We are mentally tired as city
employees," the chief said. "We
have to clean and fog and disinfect" in addition to enforcement
and all the other jobs required of
public safety and city workers.
Elizabeth Varin contributed
writing to this story.
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•At least 10 days have passed
since their first positive test
and
•At least 24 hours have passed
since no longer having fever,
without the use of feverreducing medications, and
•Symptoms (e.g., cough,
shortness of breath) have
improved.
Previously the period for no
longer having a fever, without
fever-reducing medications
was 72 hours.
For persons who are considered severely immunocompromised or have a severe or
critical illness, based on guidance from the CDC, guidelines for discontinuing isolation are as follows:
•At least 20 days have passed
since symptoms first appeared
and
•At least 24 hours have passed
since last fever without the

use of fever-reducing medications and
•Symptoms (e.g., cough,
shortness of breath) have
improved.
Individuals who test positive
will be provided instructions
from their healthcare provider
regarding isolation and given
guidance to share with close
contacts who must quarantine.
Health care providers and labs
that conduct COVID-19 testing are still required to report
positive results to the agency
which will monitor the individuals and their close contacts for symptoms and compliance with local health officer orders. The full text of
these orders is available on the
Imperial County Public
Health Department website.

