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Holtville Ag Station in Action: Bachie
Completes Two-Year Insecticide Study

"TODDLER" BY HOLTVILLE artist Gina Varela is shown.
COURTESY PHOTO

Young Holtville Family
Paying it Forward with Art
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
OLI BACHIE, AN agronomist and director of the University of California Cooperative ExtensionImperial County Desert Research and Extension Center in Holtville, and his assistant, Tayebeh
Hosseini, worked together to collect insect samples for their experiment that wrapped a two-year
study July 21 in search of an alternative for the banned insecticide chlorpyrifos.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Oli Bachie swung his net
from side to side collecting the
final insect samples in a sugar
beet field at the Desert Research
and Extension Center in Holtville
on July 21.
Although the director of the
University
of
California
Cooperative Extension-Imperial
County appeared a bit mad, he
was in fact carrying out the final
experiment in a two-year study in

OLI BACHIE, AN agronomist
and director of the University
of California Cooperative
Extension-Imperial County
Desert
Research
and
Extension Center in Holtville,
shows off a sugar beet from his
experiment. July 21 was the
final day of Bachie's study in
search of an alternative for the
banned insecticide chlorpyrifos.
JAYSON
BARNISKE
PHOTO

search of an alternative for the
banned insecticide chlorpyrifos.
Many local farmers use the
pesticide to control flea beetles,
armyworms, and grasshoppers in
several different crops, primarily
sugar beets and alfalfa, Bachie
said.
"Chlorpyrifos is a broadspectrum insecticide that kills
insects. It is widely used, but in
recent years has been considered
a carcinogen. As of February
2020, the EPA banned the insecticide," Bachie said. "The growers in Imperial Valley who are
heavily dependent on chlorpyrifos expressed their concerns to
the ag station" to find an effective
alternative.
The study is significant in
that this is one of the many functions of a UC Cooperative
Extension agricultural advisor to
help make Imperial County's
multi-billion-dollar farm economy tick.
From similar studies, to field
trials on new and developing
varieties of produce, to studying
pests and pathogens themselves,
a farm advisor such as Bachie,
whose specialty is agronomy (the
study of crops and soils) but
whose experience is broad-based,
his assistance is key to assisting
the agricultural community.
Agriculture contributes more
than $4.5 billion to Imperial
County's economy, directly
through crops and livestock values and indirectly through affected businesses like fertilizer and
pesticide brokers, banks that
work with farmers, seed companies, and dozens more, according
to reports from the Imperial

County
Agriculture
Commissioner's office.
Continued on page 7

Long-needed
positions soon
to be filled at
Desert
Research
Center
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Local farmers are getting
closer to having a much-needed
full-time integrated pest-management specialist at the
University
of
California
Cooperative Extension-Imperial
County Desert Research and
Extension Center in Holtville.
"This five-year position is cofunded between the University of
California and Imperial County
and will also cover Riverside and
San Diego counties. It is a very
broad discipline covering entomology, the study of insects,
pathology, the study of plant disease and weed sciences, the
study of plants that are not desirable," said Oli Bachie, a
University of California agronomist and director of Holtville's
Desert Research and Extension
Center.
The integrated pest-management specialist will be based out
of Holtville.
Continued on page 6

A young family's love story
and creative vision started with a
single piece of art.
"I saw his artwork on the
wall, and my mind just blew,"
Gina Rivas Varela of Holtville
said.
About eight years ago, Gina
was the coordinator of art
exhibits at the Café 101 restaurant in El Centro for about four
years.
That same art piece was seen
by Ramon Villa, another
Holtville resident.
"It was a zombie head, and it
looked like it was flying through
the air. It was super detailed - it

looked realistic," Villa said. That
art piece was by Gabriel Varela.
"Gina provided an outlet for
the youth to stay out of trouble
because they were doing something positive instead of just
roaming the streets, because that
is how kids get into bad things,
drugs, vandalizing, gangs, etc.,"
Villa said.
Villa recalls attending about
four art shows at Café 101, where
he displayed about eight of his
own pieces.
"Sometimes I didn't have
anything to display, but I would
hang out because they would
have music and free food and a
lot of my friends were there. It
Continue on page 4

Still Reeling From COVID,
Fundraiser For Rosas
Family Planned July 25

Edward Rosas (left) of Calexico died May 29, although family
members remain uncertain if his death was ruled due to COVID.
His brother Luis Rosas (right) also of Calexico died June 14 from
complications due to COVID-19. COURTESY PHOTO
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
AND CHARLIE M.
ZAMARRIPA
The Rosas family's story is
likely becoming all too familiar
in Imperial County, as waves of

COVID infections spread among
siblings, mothers and fathers,
husbands and wives, some with
more devastating effects than
others.
For the Rosas family of El
Centro, they know for certain that
Continued on page 5
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Letter to the Editor:

12.5-Hour Road Closure
Long-time Holtville Band Director Thanks Community On I-8 July 23-24
THANK YOU, THANK
YOU. I would like to give my
greatest sincere thanks for all the
support everyone in Holtville has
given to me and my bands, and
entire music program over the
last 49 years.
With 33 years as the Holtville
High School "Band of Pride"
director, 11 years as the Holtville
Middle School "Warrior Pride"
director, for 44 of the 49 years at
Holtville schools; two years at
Imperial High School, and three
years at Heber Elementary
School, which makes the 49.
Thank you for the kind words
given to me after our half-time
shows, during our parades with
people yelling out my name,
coming out to shake my hand,
giving me excellent comments
about my band after the parade,
and the same with our concerts,
always positive comments, and
the support for all our fundraisers
and much, much more.
Holtville was always there to
support me. Even giving me a
"Retirement Parade" in front of
my house, which was a total surprise and will always be memorable to me. Thank you so much
to all the alumni band members
and band parents who participated and to those that were not able
to.
I would like to thank the
Holtville boards of education and
the support they gave to the
music programs and myself.
Also, thank you to my superintendents and assistant superintendents that supported me as
well as my principals and vice
principals, a special thank you to
my last Board of Education, Mr.
Kevin Grizzle, Mr. Jared
Garewal, Mr. Ben Abatti Jr., Mr.
Matt Hester, and Mrs. Robin
Cartee. Also, to my last administrators,
Superintendent
of
Schools Mr. Celso Ruiz,
Assistant Superintendent Mr.
John Paul Wells, my HMS
Principal Mr. Eric Velazquez, and
my Elementary School Principal
Mrs. Lupita Perez. No music program would not make it without
the support of leadership, both
morally and financially. Thanks
to all of you.
Also, I would like to thank all
the teachers I taught with over
the past 49 years. It has been a
pleasure to have you as colleagues and friends. I wish you
all the very best in the coming
years. For those that have already
retired, I now join your ranks.
A special thank you to all my
band booster clubs at all three
school districts. I can tell you no
high school band would ever survive without the support of the
band parents I called band boosters. Most especially thank you to
my 33 years of my Holtville
Band Boosters Club, a special
group of band parents. It would
take too long for me to name all
my band boosters, and I don't
want to leave anyone out, so I
won't try.
There were some that were
very special to me, very hard
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workers for the kids and you
know who you were. A special
thank you, too, all of you.
Thank you to the secretarial
staff that no school could do
without. All the secretaries, they
know what, when, where, how
and more about what is taking
place at our school. If I wanted to
know something, it was the secretary that usually had the answer
and most of all helped me. Thank
you to all of you. Again, there
were some that were very special.
Thanks also to the transportation, custodian and cafeteria
departments for all you did to
support my band and music programs over the years. Again, no
school could do without these
departments, yet they get little
notice. Thank you so much for
your help.
Last but definitely not least,
thank you to all my students in all
my classes that I taught. I don't
want to leave anyone out, so I
won't give names, but every one
of you were special to me. Not
only did I teach band, but I also
taught chorus, a capella choir,
estudiantina, music appreciation,
fourth-grade recorders. I taught
beginning band, shield corps and
flag corps at the high school,
drum majors, jazz band, guitar,
plus 23 years of World Cultures
(history), Survey of World
Cultures and Survey of Reading.
I may have left one or two classes out that I forget over my 49
years of teaching.
Thank you to all my students
I had in all the classes above at
all three school districts. A few
thousand I know. I tried to count
them at one time, but I gave up
because of the large number.
However, I enjoyed each and
every student and they will
always be my friend and I will
always love them. If I run into
you sometimes please forgive me
if I can't remember your name
after so many years, but I will try
my best, but you may need to
help out. I recognize faces more
than names.
Thank you for helping my
dream come true, my dream of
being a band director/music
teacher and the history and reading classes were a "plus." You are
the best students that any teacher
could ever wish for in their
career, thank you and God bless
you all.
My dream as a fifth-grader
was to someday become a band
director. Thanks students for
helping my dream come true.
Thanks for helping me in receiving the accolades that were given
to me. Being named, "Grand
Marshal" at the 2009 Carrot
Parade, in 2007, being inducted
into the "Green and Gold Hall of
Fame," and of course you helped
me and our bands to win the,
"Perpetual Sweepstakes Trophy"
at the Brawley Cattle Call
parades, still to this day the only
band in Southern California to do
so, and in my last 11 years, as the
Holtville Middle School "Warrior
Pride Band" director winning
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first place 10 out of 11 years in
the Carrot Festival Parade, and
the most memorable ones were
the naming of the band room
after me, done so by the Board of
Education
and
my
Superintendent, now called the,
"The Lendal E. Macon" Music
Scholarship, given in my name
by the, "Green and Gold Hall of
Fame."
Again, I feel very humbled,
and my most memorable was my
band playing "Hall to the Chief"
for President Ronald Reagan on
Jan. 3, 1986 at the Navy base in
Seeley.
I will end by saying a most
special thank you to my mom,
Pearl Elizabeth Macon, my dad,
Richard Edwin Macon, my wife,
Victoria Macon, my daughter,
Melissa Macon, and my family in
Tennessee. My daughter was
always at my parades and concerts to give me help in many
ways and was so much help to
me. Most of all I thank "God"
who loved me and gave me the
knowledge and skills to do what I
loved to do, being a band director/music teacher.
Thank you, everyone for your
love and support and God bless
you all.
Lendal Edwin Macon
Band Director 1971-2020

STAFF REPORT
Construction crews were to
close all freeway lanes on
Interstate 8 between Forrester
Road and Fourth Street/State
Route 86 in the city of El Centro
from 6:30 p.m. July 23 to 7 a.m.
July 24, according to a July 17
press release from the state
Department of Transportation.
The 12.5-hour closure is
needed to remove and demolish
the existing bridge as part of the
I-8/Imperial Avenue Interchange
Project.
Closures will also take place
at the Forrester Road on-ramp to
eastbound I-8, the westbound I-8
on- and off-ramps at Imperial
Avenue,
and
the
Fourth
Street/SR-86 and Dogwood Road
on-ramps to westbound I-8.
Detour signs will be posted at
adjacent interchanges. Motorists
on eastbound I-8 will be detoured
to Forrester Road north to Evan
Hewes Highway east, to southbound Fourth Street/SR-86 to I-8.
Motorists on westbound I-8
will be detoured to northbound
Fourth Street/SR-86, to Evan
Hewes Highway west, then to
Forrester Road south to I-8.
The recommended detour
map for the closure can be found
at
https://dot.ca.gov/caltransnear-me/district-11/current-projects/i8-imp-interchange.
The nighttime bridge demolition will be loud and dusty,

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
JULY 23: Jennifer Hulsey, Brittney Hernandez, Shavaun King,
Charley Kemp,Clifford Strahm.
JULY 24: Hannah Perdomo, Dion Ashurst, Kennedy Hannom,
Savannah Kennedy, CeCe Byram, Michelle Velasco
JULY 25: Eugene Smith†, Stephanie Negrete Iten, Brian Strahm
JULY 26: Alanni Guzman, Kendal Gillespie, Dick Ludwig.
JULY 27: Chelsea Van Bebber, Seth Thomas Hilfiker, Eva Ewing Enz,
Shelly Kennedy
JULY 28: Faith Juliette Hilfiker, Alex Nielsen, Loren Cradic, Justin
Wellcome†, Jerami Cheatwood, Christie Tanori, Janet Ogler†
JULY 29: Kamil Marie Omlin-Perez, Joanie Birger, Hayley Christine
Farias, Frances Strahm, Pam Schmidt.
Anniversaries
JULY 25: Mr & Mrs. Herb Holdridge, Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Hill
JULY 26: Mr. & Mrs. Ron Jessee, Mr. & Karl Vogel,
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Fjeldsted
JULY 28: Mr. & Mrs. Bick Briseno, Mr. & Mrs. John Santistevan
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Week of July 20th
Teen Dating Violence Awareness
(Originally aired on March 2018)

February marked the inaugural Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month
for Imperial County. One in four women will fall victim to relationship
violence. Early prevention is key. Only about one in five teens who experience teen dating violence tell their parents. Join us as Judi Klein-Pritchard,
provides more in-depth information about this important and sometimes
overlooked topic.

Judith R. Klein-Pritchard, M.S.F.S.
Director of Legal Services
WomanHaven,
A Center for Family Solutions

(442)-265-1525

Semana del 20 de julio 2020
Conciencia Sobre la Violencia en el Noviazgo Adolescente
(Originalmente transmitido en junio 2018)

En febrero del 2018, marcó el primer mes para crear conciencia sobre La
Violencia entre Parejas Adolescentes en el Condado Imperial. Una de cada
cuatro mujeres será víctima de violencia doméstica. La prevención temprana
es clave. Solo alrededor de uno de cada cinco adolescentes que experimentan
violencia entre parejas se lo dicen a sus padres. Únase a nosotros y
escucharemos a Tomas Olivas; él nos dará información detallada sobre este
tema tan importante, que en muchas ocasiones se pasa por alto.

Tomas Olivas
Vicepresidente del
Consejo de Administración WomanHaven
Centro para Soluciones Familiares
(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA

according to the Caltrans press
release. Crews will work to
reduce noise and dust as much as
possible during construction.
Caltrans and the city of El Centro
will monitor/detour traffic to minimize delays.
Motorists are reminded to
allow additional travel time, slow
down, watch out for construction
personnel and equipment and "Be
Work Zone Alert," the Caltrans
press release states.
The construction schedule is
subject to change based on weather and other unforeseen factors.
The I-8/Imperial Avenue
Interchange Project will remove
the existing bridge and eastbound
on- and off-ramps, then reconstruct the structure and the onand off-ramps in both directions.
Construction will include a new
entrance loop ramp from southbound Imperial Avenue to eastbound I-8 and create access to the
City of El Centro's upcoming
extension of southbound Imperial
Avenue to city areas south of I-8.
Project construction began spring
2020 with Stage 1 closures of the
eastbound on- and off ramps in
early July for eight to 10 months.
Stage 2 will require closing the
entire interchange for six to eight
months in spring 2021.
The interchange is expected to
open to traffic in mid-2022 with
completion in 2023.
For real-time traffic information including traffic speeds, lane
and road closures due to construction and maintenance activities,
go to http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/.
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Parents Relieved, Concerned by Decision to
Keep Schools Online Only

El Centro resident Alejandra Noriega and her daughter, Zuria D.
Lemus-Noriega, are shown in this courtesy photo. Noriega is
relieved to find out that classes will be distance-learning-only in
the late summer/fall for her daughter. Although she thinks her
daughter's ADD would benefit from hands-on instruction, she
worried exposure might sicken her mother, who is battling cancer.
COURTESY PHOTO
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
When Alejandra Noriega
learned no Imperial County
schools would be re-opening in
the late summer/fall to physical
classes, she said her first emotion
was one of "relief."
"I am so relieved that now I
know what will happen with

schools in the fall and can plan
accordingly. I will figure out a
way to make my daughter's education work and am grateful I do
not have to worry about my
mother getting sick," Noriega
said in a July 20 interview.
Gov. Gavin Newsom's July
18 announcement that closed
most schools in the state (including those in Imperial County) to

in-person education in the fall
gives local parents cause for both
relief and concern.
"Schools can physically open
for in-person education when the
county that they are operating in
has been off our monitoring list
for 14 consecutive days," said
Newsom, who mandated distance
learning for 32 of 58 California
counties where COVID-19 is still
considered out of control.
Prior to Newsom's announcement, Noriega was worried. She
favored the specialized intensive
instruction her daughter received
in a face-to-face environment,
but worried that going back to
school might also due her mother
harm, who is battling cancer.
"My daughter has ADD, so
they send her to a class called
'Little Learners' at McCabe with
a maximum of three students per
tutor for one hour every day. She
goes to regular class, but they
send her there when she is struggling," said Noriega, who felt her
daughter benefitted from the
classes in a way Noriega could
not help her daughter with on her
own.
Continue on page 6

IID Scores Big Win in
Abatti Case Appeal
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Although Imperial Irrigation
District officials are pleased
with the outcome of last week's
decision by the Court of Appeals
siding with the district's position
that there is no privileged class
of water users, the case could
still be challenged in state
Supreme Court by plaintiff and
farmer Mike Abatti.
For now, though, the district
is claiming victory over a case
that challenged IID's domain as
the stewards of the Imperial
Valley's water rights on behalf of
all water users. The district won
a decision to the state's Fourth
Appellate District, Division 1
Court of Appeals, on July 16 that
some years earlier saw Imperial
County Superior Court Judge
Brooks Anderholt side with
Abatti.
"It's definitely a victory for
the rule of law that water should
be distributed equally to all
users," IID board Chair Norma
Sierra Galindo said. "If the ruling had not gone in our favor, it
would allow special interests to
determine how we use our water.
The ruling affirmed that the
water is held in trust by the district to be distributed."
However, the court ruling
stated that the district would
have to go back to the drawing
board and re-evaluate its
Equitable Distribution Plan with
farmers. The plan, which determines how IID's share of
Colorado River water would be
divided among farmers in a
drought condition, had drawn
sharp criticism from some growers and was the basis for the IIDAbatti lawsuit in the first place,
which dates to back to 2017.
Despite multiple attempts for
an interview, Abatti nor his attorney, Cheryl Orr, could be
reached for comment.
"At this point in time, we
need to look at the ruling and see
how we are going to make the
Equitable Distribution Plan.
This lawsuit was about one special group trying to control how
IID could use its discretion.
How it shapes up for the future,
that is for the board to determine. It is a very complicated
process," said Frank Oswalt,
IID's legal counsel.
This case has a long background and has been ongoing
since September 2017, said
Antonio Ortega, IID's government affairs and communications officer.
"IID filed its appeal at the
Fourth Appellate Court. The oral
arguments in the case took place
on June 12. We've been waiting
for this decision since then," said
Ortega.
He said that page 11 of the
court's ruling sums up IID's most
important victory in the case:
"The district is the sole owner of

appropriative water rights of
Colorado River water, all users
possess only a right to service."
In its ruling, the Court of
Appeals reversed the ruling of
Anderholt, stating there were
errors in the judgment, Ortega
said. The Court of Appeals in
turn reversed the ruling of the
lower court.
"Mike Abatti and his attorneys believe it is the farmers
who own the rights to the water.
IID's position is that it is the
public, all the public that the IID
serves who has those rights to
service not private interest
groups. IID holds those rights on
behalf of those customers,"
Galindo added.
She explained the decision
makes it possible for the IID to
move forward with plans to
issue a water-use contract to
Ormat for its Heber geothermal
energy facility.
IID officials argue the ruling
does not negatively impact farmers.
"Farmers have the same
rights to water service than anyone else does. To extend or go
beyond that is what this case was
about. The decision stated that
farmers have a right to service
like everybody else but that is
where those rights stop," Ortega
said.
"The court rejected Abatti's
argument and reaffirmed what
we knew all along. It's not for a
private interest group to determine how we should allocate our
water," Galindo said. "The victory is a win for our users. Not all
farmers were empathetic to this
particular lawsuit. This was a
special interest group made up
of some specific farmers who
share Abatti's views."
When asked if this ruling
could prevent future attempts
against the IID's claim to
Colorado River water, Galindo
affirmed the IID will always
have to fight for its rights to
water.
"What part of 'no' don't they
understand. This does not preclude them from bringing future
claims to our water. This is never
going to stop because our water
is very valuable. What it says
after all these attempts is that it
affirms that the water is held by
the board to determine how the
water is distributed. It does not
preclude the parties involved to
take it to the Supreme Court or
bring about future lawsuits, but
for now we are back to where we
should be, which is to distribute
water equally to everyone who
uses it."
Customers can rest assured
that the IID will continue to fight
for the Imperial Valley's water
rights no matter what hurdles
present themselves in the future,
Galindo said.

For Publication of Your
Legal Notices Call Us,
Your County Adjudicated
Newspaper.
Holtville Tribune!

760-339-4899
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Chicano Perspective As Seen
Through Two Calexico Generations

CALEXICO NATIVE AND
Imperial Valley College professor Javier Rangel, 59, views
Chicano studies is through the
lens of Chicano literature, which
he finds fills in many of the gaps
of the whole narrative of
humanity. COURTESY PHOTO

BY MAYELLA VASQUEZ
Calexico natives Javier
Rangel and Michael Aguirre have
dedicated their careers in academia to learning, recording, and
teaching others about the struggles that many MexicanAmericans face in the United
States, albeit from two different
generational perspectives.
On one end is Rangel. At age
59, the Imperial Valley College
professor's interest in the
Chicano perspective began as
Rangel was growing up, when he
did not see his identity acknowledged in the United States until
he moved away from the
Imperial Valley.
"My interest in Chicano culture and Chicano literature began
because I knew very little about
it," Rangel said. "I didn't know
about Mexicano/a history in this
country."
On the other end is Aguirre.
At age 34, the Chicano movement was pretty well-defined by
the time he came of age, yet he
brings in the element of casting
an eye toward the future of the

movement by evaluating the past
and present, what men and
women like Rangel experienced
firsthand.
"I want to write about the
Imperial Valley because this is
my hometown, and I care about
it, and this is my history," Aguirre
said. "A history I started knowing
through hearing stories from my
grandparents and family members when they would point
things out that happened that
wasn't common knowledge,
because it wasn't history that was
discussed, let alone discussed in
history textbooks."
Aguirre, a historian, is using
the past to rewrite the future,
through his postdoctoral fellowship with Harvard University's
Inequality in America Initiative.
The initiative "is a multidisciplinary effort to elevate and energize teaching and research on
social and economic inequality
and to use what we learn to
inform the public debate and
public response to these challenges," he said.
Aguirre's work focuses on the
Imperial Valley and hopes that by
recording the full complexity and
problems found in labor and
migrant communities of the past,
the future can be informed by the
"public debate and public
response to these challenges."
"I decided that my dissertation and first book should be on
Mexicali and Imperial Valley
because there is just a real magnetic pull about wanting to write
about the place you are from and
that is a place that has a lot of
acknowledged but not written
history," Aguirre said. "For better
or for worse, when you write
things down, that history is captured, and I wanted to capture
that history, and preserve the history and bring the MexicanAmerican, Mexicano/a and
Chicano/a experience in the
Imperial Valley to the forefront."
Aguirre said he hopes to
influence the way the MexicanAmerican is viewed in the United
States.

His work with the World
Economic Forum, whose mission
is cited as "committed to improving the state of the world by
engaging business, political, academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and
industry agendas," is an example
of how and what is reported on
and given priority.
To Aguirre, conversations
about the past from a MexicanAmerican perspective brings to
light struggles of his community
that he never saw acknowledged.
Without a Chicano perspective
taken into consideration, society
in the United States becomes
unaware of how multi-dimensional current issues such as
migration are in some communities.
Through history, one can ask
and answer questions of how the
past has shaped society, Aguirre
said. As a community, awareness
of the past informs the way that
community views the future, and
how it acts moving forward
through its conversations, he
said.
One way to be informed
about a Chicano perspective is
through studying in Imperial
Valley College's first Chicano
studies program, which now
allows the Chicano narrative to
be an option to be learned and
discussed by students living in a
valley affected by many Chicano
issues.
Rangel is the man who will
make that experience possible, as
he begins the program in the
spring.
Telling the stories of
Chicanos, and recording them,
gives a full picture of history, and
shares a perspective that Aguirre
describes as "history from
below."
"Chicano studies and ethnic
studies are critical to writing
about 'histories from below,' or
the history of the people living
day to day, not the history made
Continued on page 5

Varela...............from page one

"CARDI B" BY Holtville artist Gina Varela is shown and displayed at the Varela Collective in Holtville an on the web. COURTESY PHOTO
was something to do honestly,
because in the Valley there is nothing to do," he said.
Through the Café 101 collective of loosely affiliated artist, Gina
stated, we "built this safe haven for
people to show case their work,
with music groups, local bands,
poetry, even artists from Yuma and
San Diego came to the events. It
was a big legit thing, but Café 101
had to make a business decision
and had to relocate."
That was the end of the Café
101 collective.
Out of the Ashes, Varela
Collective is Born
Several years later, Varela
Collective was born. An art studio
and exhibit collective, the Varela
Collective art studio offers instructional classes for youths and is
based in Holtville.
Varela Collective is made up of
Gina and Gabriel Varela, Raymond
Rivas, and Nina Earls. The collective contains artwork from various
artists from the Imperial Valley.
Gina does the commission
work, reaching out to organizations, and other people. Gabriel is a
mentor to the collective and does
commission work as well.
Raymond Rivas (Gina's brother) is the technical person and is
also a digital artist. He is the gatekeeper for the website. He loads up
the pictures of art pieces and handles emails, logos, mass media, etc.
Nina Earls (Gina's sister) does
family friendly live craft videos on
Facebook every Friday. Because it
is summer break, it is another tool

given out for free.
"It (art) is more than a distraction," it's a method of expressing
themselves, Gina, an advocate for
art who believes it saves lives.
"With what is happening in the
world right now, it (art) is a way of
coping with your emotions."
Varela is using Facebook and
Instagram and other methods of
media to help people during this
time.
Helping the Schools During
Pandemic
"Due to COVID, all schools
were closed, and they turned to
Zoom and virtual learning," Gina
said. "At end of this school year, a
friend from El Centro Elementary
School District reached out to me.
She asked if I would mind teaching
a Zoom class for her students K-6th
grade. I worked on something for
each age group. Within a week we
came up with real art basics starting with paper and pen."
The class noted the endless
possibilities in the art world, from
makeup, costume designs, drawing, mockups, production, all starting with pen and paper.
"This Zoom class was held the
last three weeks of school, and it
was a huge success. The kids loved
it, and we (Varela Collective) were
recognized by the school board,"
Gina said.
Taking a New Path for the
Betterment of the Community
Pre-COVID-19, the Varela
family was planning to stage art
Continue on page 7
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Rosas......................from page one
brother, father and son, Luis
Rosas, 36, lost his battle with the
virus on June 14, but according to
sister, Melissa Rosas, it's still a
bit murky whether younger
brother, Edward, 32, who tested
negative for the virus but later
died from pneumonia on May 29,
might have succumbed to
COVID-related complications as
well.
Melissa, 29, is still recovering herself from a severe bout
with the illness, which apparently
started with Luis' wife, Anna
Rosas, who works at El Centro
Regional Medical Center, which
then spread to Luis, possibly
Edward, and for certain spread to
Melissa's mother, Rosa, and
Melissa's girlfriend, who asked
not to be named for this story.
Further illustrating the need
for even the closest of family
members to stay clear of each
other during this pandemic, the
transmission started with a backyard get-together on the night
before Mother's Day, Saturday,
May 9.

Local public health officials
have noted a community surge of
cases can be traced to Mother's
Day weekend, when many families defied stay-at-home orders to
party and celebrate with family
members and friends.
"I want to let people know
this is no joke. I lost two family
members," said Melissa, who
spoke with this newspaper last
week in an effort to prevent what
happened to her family.
"I was like a lot of people
who don't take it seriously. I see a
lot of my friends and family
members out and about traveling,
vacationing; it's not time for
that," Melissa said.
Melissa, too, thought she
might die as she lay in an
Oceanside hospital breathing
with the help of a ventilator. Not
only was Melissa intubated, but
so was her mother, Rosa, 59, who
was treated in El Centro Regional
Medical Center but rehabilitated
in an El Cajon facility.
Luis died in ECRMC, while
Edward died at home. He initial-

ly tested negative for the virus,
but fell ill some days later,
showed up at the El Centro ER
and was sent home to be treated
for his pneumonia, Melissa said.
Edward had pre-existing conditions including obesity and diabetes, she said.
Luis's wife, Anna, and
Melissa's girlfriend both recovered in isolation at home.
It has been a devastating
experience for the Rosas family.
Although Melissa said Anna
spoke with a reporter early on
from the national media, she has
since declined to be interviewed
on several occasions about her
family's ordeal due to how difficult the first interview was.
For Melissa, though, she
wants to get the word out that
even a casual get-together with
just a few people can have tragic
consequences.
Speaking through her daughter, Rosa Rosas agreed "that people need to be conscious of what
they're doing, about their decisions.

Professor’...............................from page four

MICHAEL AGUIRRE, 34, is a
Calexico native and historian of
labor, migration, social movements, and political economy,
whose research is centered in
Imperial County. He is currently
a postdoctoral fellow with
Harvard University's Inequality
in America Initiative.
COURTESY PHOTO
and told by politicians or congressional leaders, but by those who are
affected by their choices," Aguirre
said.
Historically, these "histories
from below" often are not taught in
most classrooms in the United
States, which has left many gaps in
the narrative of the past. And often
Aguirre thinks these fields of study
have been disregarded, which limits
what people are able to acknowledge and learn about in higher education.
When this other narrative is
taught, the full complexity of history is realized.
"In these studies, their
(Chicano/a's) history and presence
is validated, for all its complexity,"
Aguirre said. "There is no one narrative, there's no one historical trajectory, it's wide, and that's why
Chicano studies fill in many of the
gaps that are not always present in
U.S. history -- it's another lens."
The desire to fill in gaps in history and share another perspective
is the purpose behind Aguirre's
work.
"Chicano studies and ethnic
studies have often been critiqued as
"erasing history," or that these people are not studying "real history,"
because it's not a part of a continuous line of Enlightenment thought,"
Aguirre said. "But what Chicano
and ethnic studies does is that it
captures this other portion of history that people know is there and feel
is there, but haven't had access to
study it in a formal way that is also
acknowledged by institutions, communities, and systems of higher
education."
Rangel, who moved back to the
Imperial Valley a decade ago to help
start the program at IVC, recognizes

the importance of discussing the
Chicano perspective inside the
classroom, but realizes how the
conversations over issues that affect
Mexican-American communities go
beyond academia.
"University was an enlightening
experience, but the people that I
met, my classmates, were who challenged me beyond the classroom.
That was an important and enlightening way of educating myself
beyond the classroom, beyond what
the professor tells you to read,
beyond the basic experience,"
Rangel said.
During college, Rangel strayed
from classes that taught subjects
like history and literature in a traditional structure and looked for
classes that gave him another world
view that represented him, and the
problems that he identified with.
"There was no 'me' in some curriculums, no mention of strikes and
a resistance that has been going on
for almost 200 years, there's no
mention of my way of looking at
life through traditional ways of
coming of age, music, oral poetry,
traditional theater," Rangel said.
Rangel has a background in literature and earned his Bachelor and
Master of Arts degrees from San
Diego State University main campus in the 1970s and in the 1990s,
he earned a Ph.D. in Hispanic literature and culture from University of
California Los Angeles. And he
finds that through the lens of
Chicano literature, many of the gaps
of the whole narrative of history are
filled.
While in San Diego and Los
Angeles, Rangel was exposed to
other Chicano/as that shared, spoke
out, and fought for many of the
issues he identified and stood by.
These experiences in college are
what has led Rangel to believe that
the Chicano/a perspective provides
a counter text to the ways the world
was being viewed.
"You have to reflect on what the
Chicano perspective does, in any
field ... if you are a Chicano historian, sociologist, or someone who
deals with literature, which is my
field; they will give you the counter
text, the other version of history,
sociology, and literature," Rangel
said. "In that sense, we point out
what is missing from the narrative,
the poetic voice, and what is on
stage, and many times it's what people don't want to hear."
By giving a counter text and
responding to past narratives (or
lack of) of Chicano/as in the United
States, Rangel believes he is making a difference in the Chicano/a
community. If the Chicano perspective is not discussed, then the past
struggles of the Chicano community are not represented, and this may

leave many issues still unresolved
in the future.
"What draws me to Chicano/a
issues are because they are my
issues and the issues of my ancestors that haven't been resolved
either here in the U.S. or Mexico,"
Rangel said. "I see myself continuing on with the Chicano struggle,
probably with different tools, but
that's a way to make a difference. I
don't necessarily have to be in a
march, but my education and teaching are a way of being active ... you
have to respond, and you have to
answer back, you have to try to be
committed and make a difference in
people's lives."
Rangel's work through education, and in particular his contribution to IVC's Chicano studies program, matters. Programs such as
these give a community a place to
discuss struggles that, as Aguirre
had expressed, "feel are there, but
haven't had access to study it in a
formal way that is also acknowledged,"
and
"where
their
(Chicano/a's) history and presence
is validated, for all its complexity."
Education is just one tool, as
Rangel said, his tool to how he
responds, answers back, and makes
a difference in people's lives, in the
continued Chicano struggle.

Musician Luis Rosas jams with his band, Hijos Del Hombre,
these undated photos. CHARLIE ZAMARRIPA PHOTO
"She said this is going to be a
very hard tragedy and journey
(for the family)," Rosa said in
Spanish through Melissa. "We're
still recovering from it."
Melissa said the night of the
get-together, Anna was already ill
but did not know it. Melissa
remembers sharing drinks with

her brothers and sister-in-law,
including drinking from Anna's
cup. Basically, everyone was tasting each other's drinks and in
close proximity with no face coverings.
Continued on page 8
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Positions............from page one

Education..........................from page three
Yet she worried her daughter's exposure to others at school
might endanger Noriega's mother, who has cancer.
"I will do the best I can to
make my daughter's education
work and possibly find a tutor
to help her with distance learning
and thankfully I no longer have to
worry about my mother getting
sick," Noriega said.
Although the decision has been
made for her, Amanda Venuti of El
Centro struggled at the end of the
last school year with distance
learning.
With six children in five different grade levels and only three
computers in the household, it is
easy to see how Venuti could be
challenged by the process of educating her children.
"I feel like my kids deserve
better than distance learning and
that I am not qualified as a teacher
to help them. They would receive a
better education if they were in
school," said Venuti in a July 14
interview.
With so many children in the
house, Venuti explained how
extraordinary complications often
arise when educating her children
at home.
"It happened more than once

where I had four kids who all had
an 11 o'clock Zoom meeting. What
am I supposed to do?" said Venuti,
who was hoping for local schools
to open in the fall.
After learning of the governor's
announcement, Venuti said she is
panicked and does not know how
she will educate her children.
Kevin Grizzle, who serves on
the Holtville Unified School
Board, said in a July 15 interview
that the board has regularly been in
meetings with colleagues about
how to handle fall's distance learning classes.
"We are going to have virtual
school for sure in the fall," said
Grizzle, who added he feels safe
having his children go back to
schools when they ultimately
reopen.
"When we eventually go back,
there will be part-time classes and
social distancing. If and when my
school comes back, they will have
a staggered system," said Grizzle,
who has two kids attending college
at Cal Poly and one at Holtville's
middle school.
Grizzle said he and his colleagues have discussed the topic of
how to open schools in the fall, but
the decision falls on the COVID-19
numbers and the state's response.

Grizzle said he would send his
daughter to on-campus classes if
school opened, because he feels
confident that when schools open,
they will do so in a manner that
keeps the students safe.
"I would like to go back to regular classes at school, but I do not
think I will get the chance this year.
If we were allowed to go back to
classes, I would not be worried
about catching COVID-19, but
since the numbers are going up, it's
probably safer to stay at home,"
said Kate Grizzle, 13, who attends
Holtville Middle School.
Though Gov. Newsom's action
has taken the decision out of the
hands of local schools, eventually
local education administrators will
decide the next step in the re-opening process.
McCabe Union Elementary
School District board member
Alexa Horne, who previously
taught kindergarten for 30 years,
shared her guidance for parents for
when they will have to send their
children back to school.
"My advice is to do what you
think is best for your own family.
Also believe the school district is
going to do everything they can to
ensure the health of their employees," Horne said.

Subscribe to your community
newspaper today!!
Call 760-339-4899.

Agriculture contributes more
than $4.5 billion to Imperial County's
economy through crops and livestock
values and other ancillary means,
according to reports from the
Imperial
County
Agriculture
Commissioner's office. The industry
supports nearly 25,000 local jobs,
with one in every six workers tied
directly to farm and livestock operations, so it's easy to see how vital a
fully staffed a Desert Research and
Extension Center can be.
In recent years, as the university
has had intermittent funding issues or
as agriculture advisers have retired or
moved on, the number of scientists
assigned to Imperial County has
dwindled. Now, there seems to be an
ongoing effort to reconstitute staffing
at the Holtville ag station.
In November 2019, the county
Board of Supervisors moved to half
fund a pest adviser position for the
University of California Cooperative
Extension-Imperial
County
at
$385,000 over five years from the
county's Agricultural Benefit Grant
Program. UC would take care of the
other half of the position.
"We have a large pool of applicants and the committee has done
extensive screening to come up with
three applicants. The selection committee finally recommended one,"
Bachie said. Negotiations with the
individual are ongoing.
Bachie said he anticipates the
individual ultimately hired will be on
board in January, which is not a
major issue because research at the
center has slowed due to COVID-19.
Bachie also announced that
another position will soon be filled at
the Desert Research and Extension
Center.
"I have been here for eight years
and the vegetable production adviser
position has not been filled since I
have been here," Bachie added. "The
position covers organic food production particularly for vegetable crops
and horticultural crops (including
tree crops)."
Research Center administrators
have already begun interviewing

potential candidates and whittled the
large pool down to nine candidates,
Bachie said.
"The final round of interviews is
going to start very soon. Candidates
for both of these positions are from
all over the world. Some are from
close by. It is the UC policy that
when they recruit, they advertise
globally," said Bachie, who himself
hails from Ethiopia.
As for the integrated pest-management post, one of the key functions will be to monitor invasive
insect species, which unchecked and
uncontrolled can be nothing short of
cataclysmic.
In fall 1990, the sweet potato
whitefly arrived and made county
farmland its dinner table, devastating
that season's melon, broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower crops. It stuck
around for a couple of years.
By fall 1992, the county
Agricultural Commissioner's office
estimated whitefly damage at $111
million in losses in gross value and
production, according to published
academic reports.
From November 1991 through
January 1992, the whitefly's effect on
fall vegetable crops resulted in a 21
percent upsurge in unemployment
insurance filings by field workers
from the same period a year earlier, it
was reported.
"The whitefly is a good example
of why we need pest management,"
District
5
Imperial
County
Supervisor Ray Castillo said in a
Nov. 9, 2019, interview with the
Holtville Tribune. "It just came suddenly and caught everybody off
guard. Whole fields (of cantaloupes)
had to be plowed under. I can recall
driving through the Valley, and there
were swarms and swarms everywhere."
He added, "To avoid a catastrophe of that type to other products, we
need to have someone with that background and knowledge."

PUBLIC NOTICE
PART I
BIDDING INFORMATION
COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at the
County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street, Suite 209 in El Centro, California
92243, until 3:00 O'clock p.m. on _August 21, 2020_at which time they will be publicly opened
and read at the above stated time and place, for construction in accordance with the specifications therefore, to which special reference is made, as follows:
RIO VISTA ST. FROM HOLT AVE. TO HEIL AVE. (SOUTH SIDE) IMPROVEMENTS IN
SEELEY - IMPERIAL COUNTY
Federal Aid Project No. CML-5958 (106)
County of Imperial Project No. 6365
The DBE Contract Goal for the projects is 12%
The contractor shall possess a California contractor's license, Class A, at the time this contract
is awarded. In all contracts subject to this part where federal funds are involved, no bid submitted shall be invalidated by the failure of the bidder to be licensed in accordance with the laws
of the State of California. However, at the time the contract is awarded, the contractor shall be
properly licensed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. The first payment for
work or material under any contract shall not be made unless and until the Registrar of
Contractors verifies to the agency that the records of the Contractors' State License Board indicate that the contractor was properly licensed at the time other contract was awarded. Any bidder or contractor not so licensed shall be subject to all legal penalties imposed by law, including, but not limited to, any appropriate disciplinary action by the Contractors' State License
Board.
THIS PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO THE "BUY AMERICA" PROVISIONS OF THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1982 AS AMENDED BY THE
INTERMODAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY ACT OF 1991.
Bids are required for the entire work described herein. The contractor does not have the option
to submit a bid proposal on only a portion of the following described work. The contractor must
respond with a bid proposal for Base Bid.
For purposes of determination of the lowest bid, Public Contract Code Section 20103.8 (a) will
be used.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening. Any such inquiries or questions, submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.
Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier's check, or a Bid Bond
for ten (10) percent of the maximum bid amount being proposed.
The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to
100% of the contract amount.
Bidders are advised that, they may substitute securities in place retained funds withheld by
County. Cal. Pub. Cont. Code Section 22300. Alternatively, an escrow agreement, in the form
prescribed by the code, may be used by the bidder.
The County of Imperial hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consideration
for an award.
Federal, State and local regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work
must be complied with for this project.
Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the County
in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro,
CA 92243.
These wages are also available from the California Department of Industrial Relations' Internet
web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov. Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which have
been predetermined and are on file with the California Department of Industrial Relations are
referenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage rates.
Attention is directed to the Federal minimum wage rate requirements set forth elsewhere in
these special provisions. If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of Labor and the general prevailing wage rates determined by the
Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate. The Department
will not accept lower State wage rates not specifically included in the Federal minimum wage
determinations. This includes "helper" (or other classifications based on hours of experience)
or any other classification not appearing in the Federal wage determinations. Where Federal
wage determinations do not contain
the State wage rate determination otherwise available for use by the Contractor and subcontractors, the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less than the Federal minimum wage
rate, which most closely approximates the duties of the employees in question.
If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of
Labor and the prevailing wage rates determined by the State for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and his subcontractor shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.
Bidders are advised that, as required by federal law, the State has established a statewide overall DBE goal. This County of Imperial federal-aid contract is considered to be part of the
statewide overall DBE goal. The Agency is required to report to Caltrans on DBE participation
for all Federal-Aid contracts each year so that attainment efforts may be evaluated.

Plans, specifications, and proposal forms (bid documents) for bidding this project can be
obtained at the office of the Imperial County Department of Public Works; 155 South 11th
Street, El Centro, CA 92243. A $100.00 fee is required (no refund will be made). Mail service is available at an additional cost of $15.00 per set of documents. Make checks payable to
the County of Imperial Department of Public Works.
Alternately, the bid documents can be found on Imperial County Public Works website under
"Projects Out to Bid" at www.co.imperial.ca.us/PublicWorks/Index.htm.
Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents and the required trade journals will be
directly provided any addendums that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening
date. Every attempt will be made to post addendums on the above mentioned Imperial County
Public Works website as well.
This contract is subject to state contract nondiscrimination and compliance requirements pursuant to Government Code, Section 12990.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free "hotline" service to report
bid rigging activities. Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071. Anyone with knowledge
of possible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the "hotline"
to report these activities. The "hotline" is part of the DOT's continuing effort to identify and
investigate highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction
of the DOT Inspector General. All information will be treated confidentially and caller
anonymity will be respected.
Withdrawal of bids shall not be permitted for a period of seventy five (75) days after the date
set for the opening thereof.
Monies withheld by the owner to ensure performance under the contract may be released in
accordance with Government Code Section 4590 and these contract documents.
Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Legal 8965

Publish: July 23, 2020

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, July 23, 2020 PAGE 7

Varela........................................from page four

Oli....................from page one

workshops for youth ages 5-18 in a
one-on-one classroom environment with a nominal fee of $10 per
person for materials.
"Unfortunately, this had to be
cancelled due to COVID," said
Gina. "We also reached out to the
virtual world for online but didn't
get a lot of engagement, so instead
we started to work on Imperial
Valley charitable work."
Each month a different charity
was chosen.
The first charity month was
May, starting with Holtville High's
Yellow Ribbon Club, which is a
suicide prevention club. June was
Cancer Resource Center of the
Desert. July was for the Niland fire
fund.
The collective "gathered artwork from different artists in the
Valley and did an auction for the
Niland fire victims. Within one
week (ending July 8), we raised
over $840 after expenses. We partnered with Spread the Love
Charity, who had a fire fund going
on, and the proceeds were donated
to that fire fund," Gina said.
How Gina and Gabriel Found
Their Inspiration
Gina started art at a young age.
"Going through an emotional
period, we had just lost our brother who was only 32. I was 13 and I
didn't know where my life was
going; however, I was very passionate - I wanted to be an artist …
I did apprentice work at a local tattoo shop but figured this is not the
place for me," she said.

Data has also shown that the
industry supports nearly 25,000
local jobs, with one in every six
workers tied directly to farm and
livestock operations, and nearly
that same amount touched by
agriculture dollars circulating in
the community in some capacity.
In the case of studies that seek
viable alternatives to banned substances, the work Bachie is doing
can have a tremendous affect on
what the growers do locally.
Those crops affected by chlorpyrifos, sugar beets and alfalfa,
are two of the biggest cash crops
the county has.
Chlorpyrifos was banned in
California in 2019 when the pesticide was found to be linked to
brain damage in children and
some types of cancer. The toxic
substance was pulled off the market in early 2020 and growers
have until the end of 2020 to
exhaust their supplies. DDT,
which is also banned, was the
predecessor to chlorpyrifos,
Bachie said.
"As part of the research, we are
sampling insects after we do the
treatment. In this one field, we
did 10 passes collecting pests and
this will give us data on which
treatment works the best," Bachie
said.
Insects collected in the study
were immediately taken to the
on-site lab and frozen until
researchers could further analyze

After the tattoo shop, she went
off doing own thing, going to different art forms. Then she got
pregnant at a young age and her
priority shifted to provide for her
daughter. Gina started working at
age 18.
"One day, while I was at work,
the owner of Café 101 showed up
and asked if I would be interested
in displaying my artwork at his
restaurant," she said. From there,
Gina started getting artists together and promoting the art exhibits at
Café 101.
"Local businesses were donating $50, $100 here and there for
materials. It took a lot of work and
materials. The exhibits continued
every month for about three to four
years," Gina said.
Gabriel and Gina have a young
family - two girls (ages 10 and 3)
and one boy (7 months old).
Gabriel is the drawer and Gina
is the painter. Gabriel works with
pastel, graphite, charcoal, etc., and
he specializes in ballpoint pen and
ink. Gina specializes in coloredpencil portraits. She recently
painted a mini-mural in front of
her house that represents unity.
Gina graduated from Holtville
High School. Gina says she was
inspired by her art instructor,
Eddie Shiffer, Holtville High
School.
"He opened my eyes to a
whole other world of art - different
medias and tools."
In addition to coordinating the
Varela Collection, Gina cares for

her children and husband.
Gabriel has an Associate
Degree in Fine Arts. He is a paraeducator who works strictly with
the students, and most of the time
works with special education students. He has a teaching background and is finishing his teaching credentials and hopes to be
certified by 2021.
Gabriel started at a young age
loving art with his earliest memory
doing kindergarden projects. He
recalls saying to himself I like
doing this. Also, while growing
up, Gabriel would see his brother
drawing all the time. His brother,
unfortunately, died at a young age,
but he was the inspiration for his
love for drawing.
"When we were young, we
were both exposed to art culture
and now we take those tools and
give them to our community,"
Gina said.
"Art is a dying subject and it is
considered a No. 1 target for being
cut. Music, fine arts, theatrical all
being cut," Gina said.
"Me and my husband are art
fanatics/influencers," stated Gina.
They started the Varela Collective
with the Rivas brother and sister.
The Varela Collective art studio offers instructional classes for
youth and is based in Holtville,
Calif. Visit their site to subscribe
to their newsletter and events. You
can shop for art pieces and also
donate to the Varela Collective or
the Niland Donation fund.
https://varelacollective.com/

and record the data they provided. Beet samples were also collected from the field and weighed
to determine the biomass of the
yield. The beets would then be
sent to Spreckels Sugar to determine their sugar content.
"For beets, when the yield is better, it is expected the sugar content will be higher, but not
always. In some cases when you
control the insects, it does not
necessarily mean you improve
the sugar content. That is what
this experiment is testing,"
Bachie said.
Bachie received funding from the
county to research different
insecticides that can be used in
lieu of chlorpyrifos. Part of his
findings will be published in the
Imperial Ag brief, an industry
paper.
He experimented with five alternatives for the banned insecticide
and with the use of a seed coating
called Pancho Beta to help in germination and survival of the
seedling. Bachie found two to
three alternative insecticides that
may do as much effectively as
chlorpyrifos. Although he could
not yet release any details of the
study, Bachie was optimistic
about the results of his experiment.

PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No.: 2020-00889-CA
A.P.N.:053-371-022-000
Property Address: 1025 West Hamilton
Avenue, EL CENTRO, CA 92243
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED
COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT
ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO
THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER:

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 04/11/2003. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: VIRGINIA A. VASQUEZ, A MARRIED WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEPARATE PROPERTY
Duly
Appointed
Trustee:
Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 04/17/2003 as
Instrument No. 2003-011262 in book 2195,
page 443 and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California,
Date of Sale: 09/04/2020 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale:
MAIN
ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
939 W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $
145,804.26
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND
LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED

IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation
of real property: 1025 West Hamilton
Avenue, EL CENTRO, CA 92243
A.P.N.: 053-371-022-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address
or other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances,
under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale is:
$ 145,804.26.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to
convey title for any reason, the successful bidder's sole and exclusive
remedy shall be the return
of monies paid to the
Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the
Deed of Trust has executed
and delivered to the undersigned a written request to
commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned
caused a Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county
where the real property is
located.
NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you

are considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you are or may
be responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site

http://www.altisource.
com/
MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/Trust
eeServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2020-00889-CA.
Information about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information
or on the Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale.
Date: July 3, 2020
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServic
es/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.as
px
____________________________________
____________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
July 16, 23, 30, 2020
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Rosas...........................from page five
profit organization, Friends of
Kegger.
Luis' passion for music (he
was a bassist) and for promoting
local bands led him to start a
promotions group where bands
could book shows. Luis and
Hijos band member and guitarist/vocalist Arellano formed
the I.V. Music Collective to promote the music scene in the
Valley. They had known each
other for 10 years.
"What I am going to miss the
most about (Luis) is his motivation and drive to accomplishing
goals," which Arellano said
included helping nurture a hungry music scene here in the
Imperial Valley.
One goal that Luis and
Arellano had was recording
under the Hijos Del Hombre
moniker. The album has been

recorded, Arellano said, and is
now being produced and mixed
by friend Ayon.
"It's been hard to complete,"
Arellano said. "It's hard to listen
to … I got chills all over my
body. It was crazy, man."
He goes on to express the
difficulty he will have July 25
when he performs a solo
acoustic set dedicated to Luis.
Ruben Hernandez, who will
perform a solo set without his
band mates in Los Esmiths, has
also shared the stage with Hijos
on several occasions.
It is during "times like these
that (we prove that we are a)
strong community ... we come
together, which Luis was all
about," Hernandez said.

Four of the seven Rosas family members shown in this family photo came down with COVID-19 after a
family get-together, including brother. husband and father, Luis Rosas, who died June 14 from the illness.
Shown are sister Melissa Rosas (foreground, and clockwise from left), her mother and father, Rosa and
Jose Luis Rosas, brothers Luis and Edward Rosas, and Luis's wife, Anna Rosas, all of El Centro. COURTESY PHOTO

Luis is survived by Anna,
along with their 8-year-old son,
Diego. And while Edward was
single, the uncertainty around
his manner of death, has the
musical community, of which
Luis was heavily involved, raising funds for Luis and Edward
through an online memorial concert July 25.
Details About "Jamming for
Luis" July 25
To be livestreamed on a

"Jamming for Luis" Facebook
event page (https://www.facebook.com/events/728356381042
885) from 5 to 9 p.m. July 25, a
virtual benefit concert will raise
funds for Anna, Diego and family.
Almost immediately after
learning of Luis' death, close
friends Maricella "Chela"
Moreno and Fernie and Brenda
Ayon got the ball rolling for the
benefit. With Anna's blessing,

Moreno and the Ayons knew
who to ask for help.
Luis' passing hit home for
Moreno, who was compelled to
act: "He deserves so much
more," she said.
She remembered how Luis'
band with long-time friend Aldo
Arellano, known collectively as
Hijos Del Hombre, volunteered
to play for a music festival
Moreno was a part of putting on
during her time with local non-

Musician Luis Rosas jams with his band, Hijos Del Hombre, these
undated photos. CHARLIE ZAMARRIPA PHOTO

PUBLIC NOTICE
PART I
BIDDING INFORMATION

This contract is subject to state contract nondiscrimination and compliance requirements pursuant to Government Code, Section 12990.

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening. Any such inquiries or questions, submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at the
County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street, Suite 209 in El Centro, California
92243, until 2:30 O'clock p.m. on August 21, 2020 at which time they will be publicly opened
and read at the above stated time and place, for construction in accordance with the specifications therefore, to which special reference is made, as follows:
RIO VISTA ST. FROM SAN DIEGO AVE. TO HOLT AVE. (SOUTH SIDE)
IMPROVEMENTS IN SEELEY - IMPERIAL COUNTY
Federal Aid Project No. CML-5958 (105)
County of Imperial Project No. 6321
The DBE Contract Goal for the projects is 12%
The contractor shall possess a California contractor's license, Class A, at the time this contract
is awarded. In all contracts subject to this part where federal funds are involved, no bid submitted shall be invalidated by the failure of the bidder to be licensed in accordance with the laws
of the State of California. However, at the time the contract is awarded, the contractor shall be
properly licensed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. The first payment for
work or material under any contract shall not be made unless and until the Registrar of
Contractors verifies to the agency that the records of the Contractors' State License Board indicate that the contractor was properly licensed at the time other contract was awarded. Any bidder or contractor not so licensed shall be subject to all legal penalties imposed by law, including, but not limited to, any appropriate disciplinary action by the Contractors' State License
Board.
THIS PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO THE "BUY AMERICA" PROVISIONS OF THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1982 AS AMENDED BY THE
INTERMODAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY ACT OF 1991.
Bids are required for the entire work described herein. The contractor does not have the option
to submit a bid proposal on only a portion of the following described work. The contractor must
respond with a bid proposal for Base Bid.
For purposes of determination of the lowest bid, Public Contract Code Section 20103.8 (a) will
be used.

Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier's check, or a Bid Bond
for ten (10) percent of the maximum bid amount being proposed.
The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to
100% of the contract amount.
Bidders are advised that, they may substitute securities in place retained funds withheld by
County. Cal. Pub. Cont. Code Section 22300. Alternatively, an escrow agreement, in the form
prescribed by the code, may be used by the bidder.
The County of Imperial hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consideration
for an award.
Federal, State and local regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work
must be complied with for this project.
Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the County
in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro,
CA 92243.
These wages are also available from the California Department of Industrial Relations' Internet
web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov. Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which have
been predetermined and are on file with the California Department of Industrial Relations are
referenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage rates.
Attention is directed to the Federal minimum wage rate requirements set forth elsewhere in
these special provisions. If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of Labor and the general prevailing wage rates determined by the
Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate. The Department
will not accept lower State wage rates not specifically included in the Federal minimum wage
determinations. This includes "helper" (or other classifications based on hours of experience)
or any other classification not appearing in the Federal wage determinations. Where Federal
wage determinations do not contain the State wage rate determination otherwise available for
use by the Contractor and subcontractors, the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less
than the Federal minimum wage rate, which most closely approximates the duties of the
employees in question.
If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of
Labor and the prevailing wage rates determined by the State for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and his subcontractor shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.
Bidders are advised that, as required by federal law, the State has established a statewide overall DBE goal. This County of Imperial federal-aid contract is considered to be part of the
statewide overall DBE goal. The Agency is required to report to Caltrans on DBE participation
for all Federal-Aid contracts each year so that attainment efforts may be evaluated.

Plans, specifications, and proposal forms (bid documents) for bidding this project can be
obtained at the office of the Imperial County Department of Public Works; 155 South 11th
Street, El Centro, CA 92243. A $100.00 fee is required (no refund will be made). Mail service is available at an additional cost of $15.00 per set of documents. Make checks payable to
the County of Imperial Department of Public Works.
Alternately, the bid documents can be found on Imperial County Public Works website under
"Projects Out to Bid" at www.co.imperial.ca.us/PublicWorks/Index.htm.
Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents and the required trade journals will be
directly provided any addendums that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening
date. Every attempt will be made to post addendums on the above mentioned Imperial County
Public Works website as well.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free "hotline" service to report
bid rigging activities. Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071. Anyone with knowledge
of possible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the "hotline"
to report these activities. The "hotline" is part of the DOT's continuing effort to identify and
investigate highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction
of the DOT Inspector General. All information will be treated confidentially and caller
anonymity will be respected.
Withdrawal of bids shall not be permitted for a period of seventy five (75) days after the date
set for the opening thereof.
Monies withheld by the owner to ensure performance under the contract may be released in
accordance with Government Code Section 4590 and these contract documents.
Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Legal 8964
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