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Blossom Valley Inn Denies
Negligence Complaints
from Anonymous Letter 

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

Management at Holtville's
Blossom Valley Inn deny allega-
tions of negligence raised in an
anonymous letter allegedly writ-
ten by employees of the local
assisted-living facility. 

The anonymous letter, which
was typed and sent to the
Holtville Tribune, appears to

have been driven largely as the
result of an outbreak of COVID-
19 at the facility. The letter
claimed that some 30 patients
became sick from the coron-
avirus and that management,
even prior to that, neglected to
provide proper training and
screenings to deal with COVID
or adequate personal protective
equipment, in addition to several
other charges. 

"Those are unfounded accu-

sations," the facility's administra-
tor, Ian Baylon, said. "A lot of the
attacks seem to be from a dis-
gruntled employee."

The anonymous letter was
received by the Tribune on Aug.
13 and began by stating, "We the
employees ARE VERY CON-
CERN for the 72 tenants,
because 30 tested positive June
30." 

The letter went on to state
how the facility lacked an on-site
manager and detailed how unpre-
pared the facility had been in pro-
tecting its residents from the
spread of coronavirus since
March. 

The letter also alleged that
management never provided
employees with any PPE, train-
ing or conducted temperature
checks to combat the spread of
the coronavirus. It also stated that
although employees have all
been recently tested, the owner
has allegedly indicated that there
will be no further investments
made on gloves, masks, or ther-
mometers. 

It went on to reference the
facility's "long history of
deferred maintenance issues for
the past six years" and how
employees have attempted to
involve local health officials but 

Continued on page 5

Border Wait Times Reach
Eight Hours Under New
Enforcement
BY ELIZABETH VARIN AND
RICHARD MONTENEGRO

BROWN

Imperial County and
Calexico officials were caught
off-guard over the weekend when
border-crossing wait times com-
ing into the U.S. reached up to
eight hours.

This caused some govern-
ment and private sector employ-
ees to be late or miss work alto-
gether, said District 1 Supervisor
Jesus Escobar, who fielded calls
over the weekend from Imperial
and Mexicali valley residents
caught up in the traffic at the

Continued on page 4

BLOSSOM VALLEY INN at 708 E. Fifth St. in Holtville is
shown. PHOTO BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ

State Approves Imperial County
Re-openings, But Mostly to
Outdoors Operations

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Although its yet unclear how
some of this might work at the
height of summer temperatures

and stifling humidity, Imperial
County restaurants, movie the-
aters, churches, gyms and fitness
centers, and barbershops and
beauty salons were all given the
OK by the state to re-open Aug.
25 in an "outdoors only" capacity

after five months of trying to get
COVID under control.

County government and
Public Health Department offi-
cials, flanked by the mayors of
the region's largest cities,
announced that the state had
accepted the county's request for
a "variance" to fully step into
Stage 2 of the Roadmap to
Recovery, which means many
businesses were allowed to re-
open in a modified capacity start-
ing at 5 p.m. Aug. 25, it was
announced during a press confer-
ence.

However, because Imperial
County remains on the state's
data-monitoring list, along with
more than two dozen other
California counties, there will be
a number of modifications and
limitations to the openings
allowed, with an emphasis placed 

Continued on page 7

Vehicles heading north from Mexicali can be seen leaving the
Calexico West Port of Entry on Aug. 25. Changes to operating hours
and conditions at the Calexico West port and ports in San Diego
County meant to slow the number of nonessential travelers into the
United States have caused traffic to back up on the Mexicali side for
as long as eight hours, officials said. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

HELEN WILSON, AN American Legion auxiliary member, in
Holtville helps distribute student care packages in the meal line at
Emmett S. Finley Elementary School on Aug. 20.  
PHOTO COURTESY KAREN GIBBS

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

The first 50 students that
drove through Emmett S. Finley
Elementary School's morning
meal line were all happily sur-
prised to receive a free care pack-
age on Aug. 20. 

"They were very happy and
thankful," Karen Gibbs, president
of the American Legion Bradley
Keffer Unit 138 auxiliary, said.
"We are so happy we can help
them." 

Gibbs and fellow members of
her local auxiliary organized the 

Continued on page 4

Holtville Students Receive
Care Packages American
Legion Auxiliary

Jeanette Angulo (center), Imperial County Public Health direc-
tor, flanked by other county and city officials, speaks about the
county’s “variance” to move into Stage 2 on the Roadmap to
Recovery being accepted with modifications. VIDEO SCREEN
CAPTURE



BY ELIZABETH VARIN

A family with deep roots in
the Imperial Valley was on the
hunt for true barbecue in the
Valley, but never found anything
that really fit that definition for
them. 

That is, until they decided to
start their own smokehouse out
of their home.

760 Smokehouse, owned and
operated by the Luna family in
Calexico, smokes their brisket
and ribs, sometimes for hours,
which gives it the distinct taste
and tender meats, said owner
Aurelio Luna. It's something the
family has quite a bit of experi-
ence with, as they're making
meals they usually make for their
family.

"We came up with what we
eat on a Sunday," Luna said.
"We're still changing things.
We're learning as we're going,
and going by what people are
telling us."

New items are being added to
the menu, and the family is lis-
tening to what its customers
want, he said. An added benefit is
that the family is able to work
together at home through the
county health department's
Microenterprise Home Kitchen
Operation permit.

The program started earlier
this year, and, so far, three
Imperial Valley families have
taken part in it. That was one of
the facts the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors learned
during a presentation about the
Microenterprise Home Kitchen
Operation program that took
place at the Aug. 25 board meet-
ing.

District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar asked for the refresher
on the microenterprise program
because it could provide an alter-
nate income during the current
COVID-19 pandemic.

"There's a lot of people that
are hurting financially that for
whatever reason may not be get-
ting unemployment benefits,"
Escobar said. "This is just an
additional avenue where people
can get additional dollars."

The program began in
January after state legislation
made it possible for counties to
opt in or opt out of allowing
these home-based kitchen opera-
tions, said Jeff Lamoure, deputy
director for environmental
health. Through this program,

food facilities can be operated
out of a private home. 

To date, Imperial, Riverside
and Santa Barbara counties are
the only jurisdictions in
California to opt into the pro-
gram, though San Mateo and San
Bernardino counties are conduct-
ing pilot studies, Lamoure said. 

There are some limitations,
of course, with food being
required to be prepared, cooked,
and served on the same day, as
well as limits on the number of
meals per day or week, depend-
ing on the business, he added.
Food can currently only be
picked up or delivered.

Through this program, these
small restaurant businesses are
exempt from unannounced risk-
based inspections and certain
equipment and sanitation
requirements, Lamoure said. 

This particular program isn't
right for all home-based cooking
businesses, he added. Some
baked goods operations work
better under different permitting
options as they would have to
sell all their baked goods the day
they are made or throw away or
donate what's leftover.

Currently three businesses
are operating under the
Microenterprise Home Kitchen
Operation program: Brawley-
based Under Pressure Deli, El
Centro-based Tello's Grill &
Barbecue and Calexico-based
760 Smokehouse. 

While the Luna family has
only been operating 760
Smokehouse for about two and a
half months, it's been going well,
owner Luna said. Customers
have been saying they love the
food, and that the meat tastes like
something they've never tried in
the Valley. That was part of the
goal, Luna continued, not to be
the typical food chain.

"It's been really good," he
said. "Hopefully once COVID-
19 goes away, we can expand to
something bigger, but with this
situation it's really hard."

Luna said he is simply happy
someone is bringing "legit barbe-
cue to the Valley," and why
shouldn't it be him?
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Week of August 24th

The Mental Health Support of Pet Ownership
(Originally aired on September 2019)

The mental health benefits of owning a dog or cat have been
proven by many scientific studies. Animals help bring joy, a sense of

companionship and responsibility. Join Devon Apodaca, the
Executive Director of the Imperial County Humane Society as we

celebrate the mental health support of pet ownership.

Devon Apodaca
Executive Director

Humane Society of Imperial County

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 24 de agosto
El Apoyo a la Salud Mental de Tener Una Mascota

(Originalmente transmitido en septiembre 2019)
Muchos estudios científicos han demostrado los beneficios para la

salud mental de tener un perro o un gato. Los animales ayudan a traer
alegría, un sentido de compañía y responsabilidad. Únase a Dalia

Rodriguez, presidenta de la Junta de la Sociedad Protectora de
Animales del Condado de Imperial mientras celebramos el apoyo a la

salud mental de la tenencia de mascotas.

Dalia Rodríguez
Presidente de la Junta de la

Sociedad Protectora de Animales del Condado de Imperial

NEED TO PUBLISH
YOUR LEGAL NOTICES? 

NAME CHANGE, 
FICTITIOUS 

BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENTS OR PROBATES? 

PLEASE CALL US. WE
CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.
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Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

AUG. 27: Remi Zach Van Der Linden
AUG. 28: Mike Emery, Candice Turner, Demi Chavez, George Morris 
Jr., Rayleen Strahm, Rosie Johnson, Judy Siquerios, Elizabeth 
Highley†
AUG. 29: David Young, Delbert Chambers†, Hope Charlotte Hawkins
AUG. 30: Ashley Ries, Talon Clyde Cartee, Cher Watte Angulo, Wanda 
Byram†
AUG. 31: Lauren Huyler Hoff, Ruth Chambers, Tommy Faretta
SEPT. 01:  Kara Brown, Mary Bornt, Howard Vencill†, Jack Aguirre, 
Jonathan M. Velasco, Darline McLaughlin†
SEPT. 02: Charlotte Lynn DeLong, Kaizlee Denise Valdez, Blanca 
McClure, Audrey Lane, Chris Hill, Hans Frank†

Anniversaries

AUG. 27: Mr & Mrs. Ron Thornburg
AUG. 30: Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Kramer
SEPT. 02: Mr. & Mrs. Spike Lorensen

Home-based Restaurants Possible for
Residents Hurting Financially, County Says

As Excessive Heat Persists,
IID Continues to Encourage
Energy Conservation 

STAFF REPORT

With the recent wave of very
high temperatures in the Imperial
Irrigation District's service area
and recent issuance of an exces-
sive heat warnings by the
National Weather Service for the
region, IID reminds customers of
the importance of being energy
conscious while staying cool.

The excessive heat warning
expired Aug. 25, but the extended
forecast calls for daytime temper-
atures through the weekend to be
between 108 and 114 degrees.

"IID continues to optimize its
energy operations and, as neces-
sary, procure resources to meet
the demand of its customers
while avoiding service interrup-
tions during this time of exces-
sive heat," said Marilyn del
Bosque Gilbert, IID's energy
manager. "We also want to thank
our customers who are doing
their part to stay cool while con-
serving electricity as this helps
take stress off the local electric
grid."

As a balancing authority, IID
is not a member of the California
Independent System Operator
and CAISO's rotating outage
orders do not apply to IID cus-

tomers. Although IID does have a
plan in place where, if necessary,
temporary service interruptions
could be implemented should
energy demand surpass available
supply, the district has met con-
sumer energy demand this sum-
mer.

To help stay cool and con-
serve energy, IID reminds resi-
dents and businesses to:

•Avoid using major appli-
ances like washers, dryers, dish-
washers, pool pumps, applicable
industrial equipment, etc.,
between peak hours of 4 p.m. and
9 p.m.

•Set thermostats at 78 degrees
or higher when home.

•Use floor or ceiling fans to
cool off for less; however, be sure
to turn fans off when you leave a
room as they only cool people,
not spaces.

•Turn off all unnecessary
lights.

•Block the sun from overheat-
ing your home. Inside, use
shades, blinds, and drapes.
Outside, use awnings, trees, and
shrubs.

For more cooling and energy-
saving tips, please visit:
www.iid.com/summersavings. 

A TO-GO order from Calexico-based 760 Smokehouse is shown
from the company's social media page. The Luna family utilizes
the county health department's Microenterprise Home Kitchen
Operation permit to run the small businesses from their home.
COURTESY PHOTO



Holtville Tribune  Thursday,  August 27, 2020 PAGE 3

For Publication of Your
Legal Notices Call Us,

Your County Adjudicated
Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune!

760-339-4899

Two Charged in Unsolved Murder of El Centro Man Found Burned in 2019
BY RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN

Two El Centro residents have
been charged with and arraigned
in the nearly year-old unsolved
homicide of Raul Esparza, a 30-
year-old man whose body was

discovered burned in a trash bin
in September 2019.

Rosita Deborah Torres, 45,
and Daniel Alexander Munguia,
39, were both charged with one
count each of murder and con-
spiracy to commit murder by the
Imperial County's District
Attorney's Office on Aug. 24,
according to an El Centro Police
Department press release sent out
Aug. 25.

Torres, who was arrested
Aug. 20, was arraigned the day
she was charged and is still in
custody in Imperial County jail.
She was due a bail hearing
review Aug. 27.

Munguia was to be arraigned
on the murder and conspiracy
charges Aug. 26, which occurred
after this newspaper's deadline.
He has been in custody since July
30 on an assault with a deadly
weapon charge, according to the
El Centro police press release.

He was picked up by patrol
officers July 30 but was already
identified as a person of interest
in the Esparza killing. The ECPD
press release indicates Munguia

was questioned on the Esparza
murder by investigators the day
of his arrest but was only held in
county jail on the assault charge. 

Torres was taken into custody
in her home Aug. 20.

Although they were arrested
separately, Torres and Munguia
were charged under the same
complaint by the DA's Office.

"On or about Sept. 17," Torres
is alleged to have driven to the
home of Esparza, where she
picked him up, drove him to an
apartment and then picked up co-
conspirator Munguia, according
to the complaint.

Torres then "drove vehicle to
railroad tracks," the complaint
states, where Esparza was beaten
and killed.

In a previously published
media report, Esparza's body was
discovered at 7:10 a.m. Sept. 17,
when an El Centro fire crew
responded to a report of a trash
bin fire near the railroad tracks.
The report also listed the location
of the bin behind some business-
es in the 900 block of Second
Street, just east of the tracks.

In addition to the murder and
conspiracy charges against both
suspects, it appears Munguia is
being charged under the three
strikes rule for "two or more"
previously serious or violent
felonies, according to the com-
plaint.

Meanwhile, El Centro police

are asking anyone with addition-
al information regarding this
murder investigation to the
department's investigation
bureau, Detective Jeff Malcomb,
at 760-335-3661 or 760-337-
4502. RAUL

ESPARZA

ROSITA DEBORAH 
TORRES

DANIEL ALEXANDER
MUNGUIA

IID Responds to Abatti Petition for State Supreme Court Review
STAFF REPORT

The legal team for Imperial
Valley grower Michael Abatti
formally filed a petition for
review Aug. 24 with the state
Supreme Court over a recent
Court of Appeals decision that
came down in the Imperial
Irrigation District's favor over a
lawsuit that has been ongoing
since 2013. 

While not having had time to
fully analyze and respond to the
recently filed petition for review,
the initial impression by IID offi-
cials is that Abatti's attorneys
remain mistaken in their charac-
terization of the law and the
Court of Appeal's recent deci-
sion, according to a press release
issued by the district Aug. 25.

Abatti's attorney, Cheryl Orr,
initially announced Abatti's
intent to file for a state Supreme
Court review in an Aug. 13 story
in the Calexico Chronicle. 

"The IID has consistently
argued that Mr. Abatti and all
other water users within the IID
service territory have a right to
service," stated Frank A. Oswalt,

IID general counsel, the press
release. "Decisions on how it
should be allocated among all
water users is within the sound
discretion of the IID. These two
principles were confirmed by the
Court of Appeal's decision."  

He added that IID does not
expect the California Supreme
Court to grant review of Abatti's
petition because the Court of
Appeal's decision was correct,
and based on a very thoughtful
and clear analysis of the law.

The IID has 20 days to file a
response and will oppose Abatti's
petition, according to the district.

The Aug. 24 filing asks the
state's highest court to rule that
Imperial Valley farmers have a
right to water ownership, which
is currently held in trust by the
IID.

The Court of Appeals ruled in
favor of the IID on July 16 when
it confirmed the district's posi-
tion that there is no privileged
class of water users. However,
the appellate court did direct the
district to evaluate its water-shar-
ing management plan, or equi-
table distribution plan, with

farmers that was the basis for
Abatti's initial lawsuit against the
IID back in 2013.

In the Court of Appeals' rul-
ing, it overturned a 2017 decision
by Imperial County Superior
Court Judge Brooks Anderholt in
Abatti's favor that stated the
water rights held in trust by IID
were in fact "appurtenant to the
land."

Although it had historically
been IID's assertion that the
Valley's water rights were equal
among all water users, and that
IID was the steward of those
rights on the users' behalf,
Anderholt's decision essentially
said the water rights were tied to
the ownership of the land, and
that the farmers who owned that
land could do what they saw fit
to do with the water.

Three years after that deci-
sion, the Fourth District Court of
Appeals overruled that opinion.

Abatti's team stated in its
Aug. 24 filing that the Court of
Appeals ruling - that body denied
Abatti a review as well - conflict-
ed with a 40-year-old U.S.
Supreme Court decision, Bryant

v. Yellen, which also dealt with
questions of irrigation in the
H Y P E R L I N K
"https://supreme.justia.com/case
s/federal/us/447/352/"Imperial V
H Y P E R L I N K
"https://supreme.justia.com/case
s/federal/us/447/352/"alley.

In the petition, Abatti's legal
team stated the appellate court's
opinion "will have adverse con-
sequences on water planning,
water markets, and agricultural
water conservation programs
statewide, because they rely
upon irrigating landowners pos-
sessing definable rights to water
on their lands that may be trans-
ferred, sold, or credited," it was
reported in the Desert Sun. 

Additionally, "These water
issues are of fundamental impor-
tance to farmers in Imperial
Valley whose property interests
and livelihoods are at stake and
to the state as a whole," the
Desert Sun reported from the
petition.

For your
political

advertising
needs, call

us. 
(760)

339-4899
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Border...............from page one
border. And the San Diego and

Imperial Valley region seemed to
be the only border crossing
regions caught up in trouble over
the weekend.

"It's incredibly unfortunate
because it's affecting a lot of peo-
ple who are crossing the border
for essential and nonessential pur-
poses," Escobar said. "Sunny San
Diego may be going through 
a heatwave, but 85 (degrees) is
much different than 115, especial-
ly with our humidity levels at 20
or 30 percent, which makes our
heat index that much higher. So,
we need to be very stern and very
aggressive with our elected offi-
cials at the federal level."

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors is putting together a
group to address federal officials
to try and get answers as to how
long this increased inspection is
going to last.

Border officials say the action
is designed to reduce the spread
of COVID-19, but they had a
strange way of announcing the
move. No prior warnings were
sent out to local or county offi-
cials, no press releases or media
advisories were issued. 

The new changes were simply
adopted, leaving local officials
and members of the media to try
to find their own answers over the
weekend, and hear reports of the
northbound traffic start stacking
up starting Aug. 21.

Several inquiries were sent to
Customs and Border Protection
spokespeople at the local and
regional level. The Calexico
Chronicle was finally able to get a
statement from a regional
spokesperson late in the day Aug.
24.

A recent survey of more than
100,000 travelers on the south-
west border found that the vast
majority of cross-border travel by
U.S. citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents is for purposes that
are not deemed essential, accord-
ing to a Customs and Border
Protection spokesperson. 

"In order to reduce the risk of
further spread of COVID-19 in
the United States, CBP is adjust-
ing operations at select ports of
entry on the Southwest border to
assist with the reduction of the
movement of nonessential travel-
ers," according to the spokesper-
son. "In the San Diego region that
includes San Ysidro, Otay Mesa
and Calexico West crossings."

Ports will have the discretion
to refer nonessential travelers to
secondary inspection and to pro-
vide those travelers with educa-
tional material, according to the
spokesperson. Nonessential trav-
elers should expect more disrup-
tion to their travel, including
increased wait times and the
potential for secondary inspec-
tion.

"We need people to think
twice about nonessential travel
and to ask themselves if the trav-
el is worth risking their lives and
the lives of others," according to
the spokesperson. "Mexico con-
tinues to experience spikes in
positive COVID-19 cases along
the Southwest border, and it is our
duty to do everything we can to
protect our nation, including edu-
cating citizens and even discour-
aging non-essential travel to
Mexico."

Supply chains, including
trucking, are not subject to the
temporary travel restrictions,
according to the spokesperson.

Lines crossing the border over
the weekend stretched to seven to
eight hours on the night of Aug.
22 and six hours on Aug. 21, said
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo.

"For us it's good and it's bad,"
he said on Aug. 24. "It keeps peo-
ple who shouldn't be coming
across from coming across, but it
hurts our essential workers, like
farmworkers, doctors, nurses,
healthcare workers."

The city of Mexicali instituted
similar measures on southbound
traffic in early July, which contin-
ues as an effort to limit the spread
of COVID there.

For southbound travel, the
city of Mexicali is continuing its
southbound inspections every
Friday through Sunday, Gerardo
said. However, although it, too,
initially caught local officials by
surprise, it is manageable at this
point. Calexico has enough traffic
controllers out and southbound
traffic, even at its heaviest, is only
backing up to Grant Street and
Cesar Chavez or Grant and
Imperial Avenue. 

Gerardo added that people are
avoiding southbound travel over
the Friday through Sunday peri-
od. 

Some couldn't avoid the traf-
fic concerns heading north over
the weekend.

One example is CR&R,
which provides trash services to
some communities in the Valley.
The company had seven employ-
ees who were four to five hours
late, said Victor Carrillo with the
Calexico Chamber of Commerce.
The former county supervisor
shared concerns at the Aug. 25
Board of Supervisors meeting. 

"The people that are impacted
the most are the hourly workers
living in Mexicali," he said.
"Those are the people that have
been hit the most economically.
And the idea that its essential vs.
nonessential has created a lot of
confusion as to how we're going
to address this or how we're going
to open this."

He asked that the board
address federal officials about the
need in the Imperial Valley to get
people through the lines quickly.

"We have triple-digit weather
five months out of the year," he
added. "Twenty minutes we used
to protest. When it became two
hours, that became the norm. But
now, six to nine hours, that's inhu-
mane. We can't put our residents
and the people that live in both
Imperial and Mexicali valleys
under those dire conditions."

The San Diego Union-
Tribune reported that several
drivers dozed off in their cars or
abandoned their vehicles to find
restrooms after eight hours of
waiting. An 87-year-old woman
suffered a heart attack and died
Aug. 23 in her car while waiting
to cross into San Ysidro, accord-
ing to Tijuana police. A handful of
vehicles ran out of gas and one
car engine caught on fire during
the weekend implementation of
the new measures.

Budget Discussions Get Heated as Supervisors
Ask for Solution to Continuing Problem

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Budget discussions got heat-
ed, with one county supervisor
saying the board was "robbing
Peter to pay Paul," with moving
funds to cover the county's budg-
et deficit.

"This is my second budget as
a county supervisor, and the red
ink continues to be eight digits,
and if we don't do anything about
it, it will continue to be eight dig-
its," said District 1 Supervisor
Jesus Escobar. "We are not fixing
the problem, and we need to fix
the problem."

He said he has requested a
five-year plan to look into fixing
the county's overblown budget
instead of short-term solutions to
solve the budget deficit each
year. He added he would rather
explore outsourcing one or two
county departments as possible
cost-saving solutions, instead of
facing furloughs and lost wages

for employees.
The county held its annual

budget hearing Aug. 25, with a
final vote on the almost $505
million budget scheduled get its
final airing for Sept. 15. The
board heard from county depart-
ment leaders about requested
changes to the budget, most of
which were denied. The Board of
Supervisors also approved a vol-
untary early-retirement incentive
package that will offer up to 456
employees incentives to retire
from the county as a cost-savings
measure.

"I see this as a lifeline. It's not
going to get us where we need to
get," Escobar said. "Do we need
to reconsider how we run the
county? Abso-freaking-lutely."

Escobar was not alone in his
criticism of county budget talks.
District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley voted against a majority
of the budget votes, adding that
the county needs to live within its
means right now.

The county was looking at a
more than $17 million deficit in
its budget, though that will be
made up for in transfers from
realignment and trusts, as well as
reducing overtime, out-of-county
travel, extra help and special
department expenses. The county
board also approved freezing
vacant funded positions to help
balance the budget. 

County department leaders
were asked to submit changes
they want to the county budget
for the Aug. 25 budget hearing.
One of the departments that
requested budget changes includ-
ed the District Attorney's Office.

District Attorney Gilbert
Otero said his department has not
only made its budget but has
included savings for the county
as well. His department has given
a lot to balance other depart-
ments, which aren't making their
budgets. 

Continued on page 7

Care Packages.............................from page one

care-package distribution in
the hopes of alleviating the bur-
den of purchasing school sup-
plies following the start of fall
online classes throughout the
school district Aug. 17.

"The way the economy is
right now, people can't afford a
lot of stuff," Helen Wilson, a
local auxiliary member who
helped with the distribution, said.
"I thought it would be slow, but it
went by so quickly."

The 50 care packages were
distributed just after 7:30 a.m.
and were nearly all gone in less
than an hour, Wilson said.
Besides showing up to help dis-
tribute bags, Wilson also has
spent the last three days sewing
face masks for each student
receiving a care package that
morning. 

"They were excited when I
gave them the masks," Wilson
recalled. "They said, 'hey mom,
look a mask.'"

Wilson's masks came in a
variety of patterns including
leopard, zebra, hearts, and flow-
ers. No stranger to creating pan-

demic protective masks, Wilson
said she's created hundreds of
masks for different local agen-
cies, including Holtville's
Turning Point Ministries, Betty
Jo McNeece Receiving Home for
children and for the county of
Imperial.

"I have made a little over a
thousand masks since March, and
I did those all by hand," Wilson
said. "It's a hobby I like."

Gibbs explained each care
package also came with an
assortment of school supplies,
including pencils, crayons, a dry-
erase whiteboard, erasers, col-
ored pencils, and pencil sharpen-
ers, along with the face masks
Wilson created.

"We got it together two
weeks ago," Gibbs said. "We
went shopping for supplies at
Staples."

Gibbs was joined by fellow
auxiliary member Hannah Nilson
to help select the care-package
items. 

"Hannah has a daughter in the
first grade so she was able to
know what we should put in the

bags," Gibbs said. 
One of the items Nilson made

sure to include was a dry-erase
board for each bag as she has
come to learn how useful they
can be for the elementary stu-
dents as they attend online class-
es from home. 

"The dry-erase boards are for
the Zoom meetings," Nilson said,
having had to attend a few meet-
ings with her daughter's first-
grade teacher at Finley
Elementary School. 

"It's been an adjustment,"
Nilson said. "There's more bur-
den on the parents to provide for
their students' education."

Understanding this burden,
Nilson and her fellow auxiliary
members came together to help
support the local students with
each care package bag. 

"We always find out how we
can help out," Gibbs said. "We
are always helping out who needs
us."

With about 15 members
locally, Holtville's auxiliary
group routinely holds events to
help the community. One upcom-
ing event will include helping a
family from each of the five
schools in Holtville on
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
After contacting each school, the
group creates festive meal care
packages for the families to enjoy
during the holidays, Gibbs
shared. 

"Hopefully, we can get the
veterans breakfast if everything
goes back; it's in November,"
Gibbs said.

Although it's still uncertain if
Holtville's American Legion aux-
iliary will be able to hold its more
popular annual events, its mem-
bers are nevertheless determined
to continue to adapt to the ongo-
ing pandemic as they help the
community. 

"We have a great unit and our
women all work together," Gibbs
said. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES INTENDED for the students of Emmett S.
Finley Elementary School during a care-package distribution
organized by members of the American Legion Bradley Keffer
Unit 138 auxiliary on the morning of Aug. 20. 
PHOTO COURTESY KAREN GIBBS



"We, the employees are ready to
walk out of the facility due to the
owner's negligence," the anony-
mous individual(s) wrote while end-
ing the letter: "Please help our resi-
dents survive." 

In reference to the 30 residents
who tested positive for the coron-
avirus, county Public Health
Nursing Manager Steven Solis was
able to confirm that the outbreak
mentioned was accurate based on
cases addressed more than a month
ago. 

"Currently there is no one active
at this time," Solis said, in reference
to there being no active cases of
coronavirus among tenants at the
facility on the day the letter was
received by the Holtville Tribune. 

Solis did mention that once the
initial cases were discovered they
referred concerns to the local
ombudsman at the California
Department of Social Services,
Community Care Licensing divi-
sion, which is charged with oversee-
ing assisted-living facilities in the
state. Solis also completed a follow-
up at the facility on July 11 with
members of the state licensing
agency and was accompanied by a
member of the state's department of
Public Health Infection Control's
Healthcare-Associated Infections
Program. 

"If (these allegations) were the
case, I don't know how it would be
possible, because first of all, it took
so long for us to get affected (by the
pandemic) because we were doing
our due diligence," Baylon told a
reporter while sitting at his desk in
his administration office within the
facility the morning of Aug. 27. 

A Holtville Tribune reporter
showed up to the facility unan-
nounced but was granted an
unscheduled interview.

Even upon entering the facility
to speak with Baylon, a reporter was
met with a formal temperature
check conducted in the lobby and
the reporter was required to fill out
a form indicating where they had
travelled in the last two weeks,
whether they had been in contact
with anyone possibly infected by
the coronavirus and whether they
were suffering from any symptoms
related to COVID-19. 

"This isn't a center of people
who are not caring, because I
believe our staff really do care for
the residents, and if any of those
accusations were true, I'm pretty
sure none of the staff would be
sticking around," Baylon said. 

The facility has maintained
about 33 employees throughout the
pandemic, which includes staff who
became ill from testing positive for
coronavirus, were quarantined and

who later returned to work when
they were cleared to do so, Baylon
said.

"They were maybe disgruntled
knowing they might not be able to
come back, even though we encour-
aged them to come back," Baylon
said of certain former employees he
lost following the start of the pan-
demic. "A lot of them didn't want to
work in an environment where they
can put themselves at risk."

There were few employees that
decided against returning to the
facility following their two weeks
of quarantine and had to be replaced
by new staff, Baylon explained. 

"They realized that this industry
is risky, and I can understand that,"
he said. "Putting themselves at risk
and possibly getting their families
infected, they probably don't want
that to happen again."

Beyond the pandemic, some
employees had felt they deserved to
be compensated more for returning
to work in such a high-risk environ-
ment even though they were being
paid properly, Baylon maintained.

"A lot of disgruntled employees
leave on a bad note because they
thought they were going to be paid
more than what they expected and
others were honestly overpaid and
still demanded more," he said. "I'm
guessing that's maybe the one who's
been saying this stuff."

Baylon suspects the letter was
written by a former employee given
that the number of residents at
Valley Blossom Inn has since
declined from the previously men-
tioned 72, which they had in June,
to only about 65 residents currently. 

"We have less and that's because
we did incur some unfortunate
deaths," Baylon said. "Of those
deaths, they all happened outside
the facility, half of them were not
COVID-related ... some have died
from unrelated causes."

Apart from these deaths, other
residents have also moved out of the
facility at the request of family
members who feared the risk of
keeping them among such a large
community during the ongoing pan-
demic, Baylon explained. 

The facility does often transi-
tion residents out of their care given
that they are not a licensed nursing
home or medical facility that can
properly treat patients with more
severe health issues, Baylon added. 

"The misconception with these
kinds of facilities is that we provide
medical care when we don't," he
said. "We can't because we don't
have the proper experienced staff,
meaning that we don't have the
licensed staff."

When patients do require imme-
diate medical attention, the facility

contacts an ambulance to take them
to a hospital right away. Other
patients have doctors and nurses,
who conduct monthly health visits
at the facility through their various
home health agencies. 

"When the resident needs a
higher level of care, we always
make a note to the responsible par-
ties that they need to transition to a
higher-level-care nursing home,"
Baylon said. 

The Holtville assisted-living
facility focuses on helping residents
with daily life activities, including
aiding residents with grooming,
brushing their teeth, toileting, feed-
ing and taking daily medicine, along
with bed management, Baylon
explained. 

"It's caregiving without the
medical attention," Baylon said of
the facility's services. 

Like many other community
living facilities, Valley Blossom Inn
has made some transitions to the
way in which they provide their
services amid pandemic concerns. 

"What I mean by transition is,
our operations are just completely
different," Baylon said. "The pre-
ventative measures we have to do is
according to the licensing recom-
mendations."

In accordance with the facility's
Community Care Licensing agency,
Baylon said he's made sure to abide
or increase safety precautions for
residents throughout the pandemic. 

"For example, we don't serve
meals in the dining room," he said.
"There's no regulation from licens-
ing that says we can't, but because
we want to make sure everyone
stays safe, we serve them in their
rooms." 

Although the Community Care
Licensing agency only requires that
dining for residents be staggered
and follow distancing measures of
one person per table, Baylon
believed the amount of space avail-
able in their dining room would not
be able to sufficiently serve the
amount of residents while protect-
ing their health. As a result, he has
since implemented individuals din-
ing in their own rooms. 

"We even go beyond that
because everything we serve is dis-
posable," Baylon said. "That comes
at a cost, but at the same time,
licensing doesn't say you have to
use disposable."

Prior to the pandemic, the facil-
ity would routinely wash dishware
and utensils used by each patient
but has since shifted to disposable
plates and utensils to prevent any
possible contamination, Baylon
explained. 

"Those accusations don't make
sense considering everything we
do," Baylon said. 

Additionally, Baylon has main-
tained that the facility was inspected
as recently as Aug. 19 by a licensing
evaluator from the Department of
Social Services, who informed him
of no wrongdoing and encouraged
him and his staff to continue operat-
ing the same way.

The Tribune was provided with
that evaluation report and it can be
read with the online version of this
story. 

"If there was any evidence …
(the licensing evaluator) would
have told me about it," Baylon said.
"When they were here, they said to
continue what I've been doing."

According to a facility evalua-

tion report issued by the state's
Department of Social Services,
members of the Community Care
Licensing Division did conduct an
on-site visit to Valley Blossom Inn
on Aug. 19. 

The visit, which found no defi-
ciencies issued to the facility, was
made by the division's regional
manager, Icela Estrada, and licens-
ing program manager Simon Jacob.
The pair interviewed and provided
consultations to caregivers, kitchen
staff, and cleaning staff, according
to the report. 

A walk-through of the facility
was done, in which Estrada also
spoke with five in-care residents.
Additionally, PPE, signage related
to PPE, and training material were
provided to Valley Blossom Inn
staff, the report detailed. 

The visit concluded following a
debriefing with Baylon, which ulti-
mately required no deficiencies to
be issued, according to DSS's facil-
ity evaluation report. 

The anonymous letter is not the
first time the facility has received
allegations of negligence. 

In April, this paper reported on a
previous complaint on the facility
that alleged neglect of an elderly
resident, that was later determined
not to bear out initial suspicions
when investigated by state Social
Services' licensing agency. 

The department did establish
that the complaint was unfounded,
according to the evaluation report
conducted by agency licensing pro-
gram analyst Nicholas Walker.

The allegation at the time was
deemed false by Walker, who deter-
mined it could not have happened
and/or is without a reasonable ori-
gin. The complaint was therefore
dismissed by the department. 

Prior to 2020, the facility had
been reported on by the Holtville
Tribune for allegations the assisted
living facility had not met state
standards for care, according to
reports by Social Services.

Valley Blossom Inn was issued
a $10,000 civil penalty in March
2019 for failing to provide adequate
care and supervision for a resident
in 2017, according to the depart-
ment's community care licensing
division report. 

Also, in August 2019, it was
confirmed that the local facility had
complied with all of the orders from
the departments of social services
for corrective action in relation to a
separate Aug. 12 incident. 

As for the final claim in the let-
ter that two wrongful death cases
against the facility were pending,
the Holtville Tribune did not dis-
cover any such cases as of press
time.

Blossom Valley....................................................................front page one

BLOSSOM VALLEY Inn's sign stands outside the assisted-living
facility at 708 E. Fifth Street in Holtville. PHOTO BY CELESTE
SILVA ALVAREZ

A.P.N.: 045-296-004-000Trustee
Sale No.: 2020-1021 Order No:
1429062CADNOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST DATED 5/31/2019.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLA-
NATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER.Will sell at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder,
payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States,by a
cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a state
or federal credit union, or a check-
drawn by a state or federal savings
and loan association, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified in
Section5102 of the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appoint-
ed trustee asshown below, of all
right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter describedproperty under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described below. The sale will be
made, but without covenant orwar-
ranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining princi-
pal sum ofthe note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and late
charges thereon, as provided in the
note(s), advances,under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount(at the
time ofthe initial publication ofthe
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated
to be set forth below. The amount-
may be greater on the day of
sale.Trustor: RENATO PANTAS
BAYLON AND ESTRELLA
APOLINARES BAYLON,
TRUSTEES OF THE BAYLON
FAMILY TRUSTDuly Appointed
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED NET-
WORK, A CALIFORNIA
CORPORATIONDeed of Trust
recorded 7/11/2019 as Instrument
No. 2019012204 in book XX, page
XX of Official Records inthe office
of the Recorder ofIMPERIAL
County, California,Date of

Sale:9/17/2020 at 2:00 PMPlace of
Sale: AT THE NORTH ENTRANCE
TO THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
939 MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CALIFORNIAAmount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable esti-
mated charges:$191,604.50Street
Address or other common designa-
tion of purported real property:708 E.
5TH STREET HOLTVILLE, CA
92054 AKA 708 E. 5TH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250 AKA 708
E. 5TH ST #17A HOLTVILLE,CA
92250-1514A.P.N.: 045-296-004-
000 EXHIBIT A The North half of
Block 120 of the Townsite of
Holtville, in the City of Holtville,
County of Imperial, State
ofCalifornia, according to Map No.
908, on file in the Office of the
County Recorder of San Diego
County, a copy ofsaid Map being on
file in the Office of the County
Recorder oflmperial
County.Excepting therefrom the East
40 feet thereof.Also excepting there-
from any Mobile Home or
Manufactured Home situated on said
land.The undersigned Trustee dis-
claims any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the street address or other
commondesignation, if any, shown
above. If no street address or other
common designation is shown, direc-
tions to thelocation of the property
may be obtained by sending a written
request to the trustee within 10 days
of the date of firstpublication of this
Notice of Sale.NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property lien,
you should understandthat there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property
itself.Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatical-
ly entitle you to free and clear own-
ership of theproperty. You should
also be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If you
are the highestbidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off,before you can
receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and sizeofout-
standing liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county

recorder's office or a title insurance-
company, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources,
youshould be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mort-
gage or deed of trust on the proper-
ty.NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more timesby the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The lawre-
quires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made avail-

able to you and to the public, as a
courtesyto those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, therescheduled
time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call FOR SALES
INFORMATION, PLEASECALL
(855) 986-9342 or visit this Internet
Web site www.superiordefault.com,
using the file number assigned tothis
case 2020-1021. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time
tothe scheduled sale may not imme-
diately be reflected in the telephone

information or on the Internet Web
site. Thebest way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend the
scheduled sale.Date:8/12/2020.
S.B.S TRUST DEED NETWORK, A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
31194 La Baya Drive, Suite 106,
Westlake Village, California,
91362.818-991-4600By:Colleen
Irby, Trustee Sale Officer (08/27/20,
09/03/20, 09/10/20 | TS#2020-
1021SDI-19327) 
Legal 8977
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer
and Material Testing Services for:

Clark Road Improvement from Wahl Road to 0.5 mi. N. of SR-98 and from Heber Road to 0.5
mi. N. of Heber Road in Imperial County
Federal Project Number STPL 5958(114)

County Project Number 6598

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide the following services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:

1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department
of Public Works Web site at https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled "Projects
Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. September 3, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst
III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8976
Publish: August 20, 27, Sept. 3, 2020
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Calexico Brewing Co. Introduces New Flavors, Thrives Online
BY ANDY VELEZ

As the pandemic wears on,
and many Imperial County
businesses are entering their
fifth month either closed or in
modified openings, some oper-
ations like the Calexico
Brewing Co. have moved to a
hybrid of curbside
pickup/delivery and a more
online approach. 

At the start of the pandemic,
Mexico began the enforcement
of “la ley seca,” or “the dry
law,” which prevented the
brewing of beer throughout the
country in an effort to mitigate
the further spread of COVID-
19. This later resulted in a huge

demand for beer throughout the
Imperial Valley, and with an
increased demand for beer, Jose
Luis Yepez, brewer, co-founder
and president of Calexico
Brewing Co. decided to shift
their services and promote an

online order option. 
“We have found a decent

success from our website, after
we were forced to shift our for-
mat to online sales for curbside
pickup or delivery. It was a
learning curve for some cus-
tomers, but for the most part we
got positive feedback,” Yepez
said recently.

This change has allowed for
a more organized purchasing
system that abides by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines and
county Public Health
Department health orders to
limit exposures.

In addition to helping keep
the company going during the
pandemic, the switch to online

has allowed the company more
time to work on new beer fla-
vors and introduce them to the
public, Yepez said.

Calexico Brewing Co.’s
new Eight East is an example. A
hazy pale ale, or “East Coast-

style pale ale,” the 5.2 percent
alcohol by volume (ABV) beer
was given its name after east-
bound Interstate 8, the road
traveled from San Diego that
brings people back to Imperial
County and Calexico. 

The beer features “solid
notes of tropical fruit, citrus and
gooseberry, imparted by the
ample amounts of Nelson,
Motueka and Mosaic hops used
in the process,” according to the
description from the company’s
website. 

Yepez said the hops were
picked from a Julian farm,
which also will be used to fea-
ture a new beer the company
will release later this month that
is “a seasonal wet hop beer.”

“We look forward to serving
beer lovers in the Imperial
Valley. We also look forward to
opening back up as soon as we
are allowed to, while following

safety guidelines, of course,”
Yepez said. 

Yepez and Calexico
Brewing Co. have intentions to
push their services outdoors. He
referenced that like other brew-
eries around the world, an out-
door setup would allow for
them to expand their kitchen
and offer more food and drink
options in a to-go format. 

For now, the company is
still operating with new hours.
Calexico Brewing Co. is open
from curbside and delivery
from noon to 6 p.m. Tuesdays
through Sundays at 2320 M.L.
King St. 

Delivery is free depending
on location, with a minimum
purchase of $20.

Calexico Brewing Co. can
be found online at www.calexi-
co HYPERLINK "http://www.
c a l e x i c o b r e w c o . c o m / " b
H Y P E R L I N K

"http://www.calexicobrewco.co
m/"rewco.com 

Calexico Brewery Company's newest Eight East beer is shown in
a promotional image. COURTESY PHOTO

Jose Luis Yepez, brewer, co-founder and chief executive officer of Calexico Brewing Co., is shown
picking hops from a hop farm in Julian, which were used in developing the company’s newest beer,
Eight East. COURTESY PHOTO

Need to
publish your

Fictitious
Business 

Name
Statement,

Order To Show
Cause 

For Name
Change,

Summons or
Probates?

Give Us A Call  
(760) 339-4899



on only allowing many business-
es, services and gatherings to
resume outdoors, Imperial County
Public Health Director Jeanette
Angulo said during the press con-
ference. 
Imperial County Public Health
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday,
released a revised health order
later in the afternoon Aug. 25
reflecting the approvals by the
state but keeping in place orders
on social distancing and the use of
face coverings to keep the trans-
mission of COVID at a minimum.

"I do understand, given our
weather conditions, it may seem
less than ideal for some business-
es to be limited to outdoor opera-
tions at this time. However, this is
a sign of significant improvement
for our county. And with our con-
tinued diligence, I'm hopeful that
we can continue to move towards
regaining a greater sense of nor-
malcy in our community,"
Munday stated in a county press
release announcing the amended
health order.

"I'm extremely proud of the
progress our county has made,"
Munday stated.

"Our community has experi-
enced difficult times over the past
several months, including illness,
loss of lives, economic hardships,
and concerns due to COVID-19.
Amid the adversity we have
faced, we are sharing this exciting
news in an effort to provide some
hope for our community," county
Board of Supervisors' Chairman
Luis A. Plancarte said.

As of Aug. 26, there were 283
deaths reported, 10,509 total
COVID-positive cases reported,
with 813 active cases and 9,413
considered recovered.
Epidemiological stability surged
to 11.93 percent Aug. 26 after
hovering around 7 percent and 8
percent for the past week.

Meanwhile, in addition to the
list of businesses and sectors that
Angulo announced could open to
outdoors-only traffic, she said
some indoors re-openings were
permitted on a limited basis as
well, including all retail business-
es in general, childcare centers,
libraries and day camps.

Sectors still not allowed to
open include bars, brewpubs, and
breweries, unless they were serv-
ing food outdoors, and night
clubs, tattoo and piercing shops,
and street festivals and gather-
ings. K-12 schools cannot open
until the county has been off the
data-monitoring list for 14 con-
secutive days, she said.

All re-openings would be in
accordance with state guidelines
on safe practices and measures for
individual sectors that take into
account physical distancing,
facial coverings, specialized sani-
tation and sterilization, and barri-
ers in some cases, Angulo noted.

Although the mayors or coun-
cil members from Imperial,
Calexico, Brawley, and Holtville
were on hand, the only city offi-
cial to speak Aug. 15 was El
Centro Mayor Efrain Silva, of the
county's largest city and seat of
government.

"This is a very important day
for our communities," Silva said,
adding that while El Centro has
shared in the collective frustration
of the past five months, this latest
news was a step toward a "semi-
normal way of life."

"We're far from where we
need to be," he said. "Outdoors
activities this time of year are not
ideal, but this is progress."

"The people, our residents,"
and "leaders" from sectors like
business, faith-based organiza-
tions, and schools, not just politi-
cal leaders, are responsible for
getting the county to this point
through "mutual aid" and cooper-
ating with health orders, said

County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr.
He said people made significant
changes to their lives and
remained "Imperial County
Strong," Rouhotas said.
Openings in More Detail
Those sectors and types of busi-
nesses that can open "outdoors
only" include:

•Places of worship/religious and
cultural services (100 maximum
has been removed, tarps permit-
ted, no walls or blowers)

•Campgrounds, RV parks, out-
door recreation (playgrounds,
conference spaces, meeting rooms
must remain closed)

•Restaurant services
•Family entertainment centers
•Gyms and fitness facilities
•Movie theaters
•Zoos, museums, and galleries
•Personal care services (beauty

shops, barbershops, nail salons)
•Racetracks (open without spec-

tators)
•Wineries/tasting rooms
•Malls
•First Amendment protest (100

maximum has been removed,
tarps permitted, no walls or blow-
ers)

•Cardrooms
Those sectors and types of busi-
nesses that can open indoors
include:
•Counseling services at places of

worship
•Retail (that is, bookstores, cloth-
ing and shoe stores, florists, home
and furnishing stores, jewelry
stores)
•Higher education (in person lim-
ited to specialized courses)

•Day camps
•Childcare
•Libraries
•Music, film, and TV production
•Youth sports
•Casinos

Sectors or businesses not allowed
to open until Stage 3 or 4 include:

•Bars/breweries/pubs (unless
offering outdoor dine-in meals)

•Convention centers
•K-12 schools (waiver options

once county is off state data-mon-
itoring list for 14 days)

•Public events and gatherings
•Recreational team sports
•Saunas and steam rooms
•Tattoos, piercings, and electrol-

ysis
•Theme parks and festivals

What About the City of
Imperial?

Although it was a message of
solidarity Aug. 25, it was made
clear by Imperial Mayor Darrell
Pechtl after the press conference
that the city will forge ahead with
its own timelines on openings,
which was the message sent to the
county and state on Aug. 21, when
the city approved a resolution
allowing all manner of businesses
to re-open immediately, outdoor
or indoor.

"Our businesses have suffered
beyond what is acceptable to this
point," Pechtl said. 

He said other counties in
California have been given the
chance to move forward on the
roadmap and open for a limited
time before being forced to close
again due to resurgences in
COVID. In Imperial County, that
has never been the case.

"We have countless business-
es that have never opened since
March," Pechtl said.

County officials let it be
known last week that Imperial
allowing businesses to open early,
outside the state's operating time-
frame or approval, would be sub-
ject to enforcement actions.

Angulo was asked during the
county weekly COVID press con-
ference with the media on Aug. 24
how Imperial's actions might
affect the county and what was
county intending to do in that
regard. She limited the answer to

mostly public health and not
licensure or permitting enforce-
ment.

"When responding to an
emergency, operating in silos
brings about its own complica-
tions. Operating in silos just
places challenges on the overall
emergency response efforts and
may put at risk the overall health
and well-being residents in very
direct or indirect ways. It affects
the overall operations and efforts,
as it relates to community pre-
paredness, emergency operations
coordination, mass care, medical
surge, responder safety and
health, just to name a few," she
said.

"Now, public health under-
stands that widely re-opening
more sectors of this community
may mean increased transmission
and hospitalizations, and there-
fore, reduced hospital capacity. So
Public Health and everyone that is
taking part in this response effort,
we must take steps to move for-
ward, but in a very thoughtful and
responsible and in a collective
way, to lessen the impacts, you
know, to the residents of this com-
munity, and of course businesses,
agencies, and the workforce,"
Angulo added.

"Imperial County knows what
it means to double, triple or
quadruple COVID-19 cases in a
matter of a few weeks. We also
know what it means to have to
transfer an unprecedented number
of patients (if you remember, over
600 transfers out of county in a
lapse of just a few weeks) and,
you know, to set up systems (such
as the alternate care site) to help
address the needs of our commu-
nity. And while we agree that
livelihoods are very important …
people's lives stand on top of it. I
will not speak for the state or fed-
eral government, but what we do
know is, that there have been
repercussions for other California
cities for opting to take a different
path. So, I'll just stop there,"
Angulo added.  

The city of Imperial is already
aware that the county and state
could send inspection teams into
Imperial to close down business-
es. Pechtl said he is also aware
that the resolution the city passed
Aug. 21 might have effectively
ended the city's access to
$245,500 in federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act funding
Imperial is due.
He said Aug. 19 that such an
amount was a small price to pay
for the livelihood of city mer-
chants.
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NEW SIGNS AT the Barbara Worth Country Club showing
the hotel's status as a Ramada By Wyndham property are seen
in this Aug. 23 photo. With the hotel and country club's $3.5
million loan paid off and a June auction averted, Barbara
Worth owner Eddie Mejorado has new partners in place and
is awaiting for COVID conditions to improve so operations
can get back to normal. Look for an update on what's going on
at the Barbara Worth Country Club in an upcoming edition of
the Holtville Tribune. 
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Budget................from page four

BWCC Hotel Now A Ramada
By Wyndham Property

Otero asked for nine adjust-
ments to the county budget, includ-
ing providing increases in funds for
a few positions and some stipend
increases totaling a $68,000
increase to the county's almost
$213 million general fund.

"It seems like every year we're
getting into this rut," Otero said.
"These are the tough times and
we're trying to do things. I don't
want to seem greedy. I just want it
to be fair."

His requests, along with
requests from human resources, the
public administrator's office, pro-
bation, and county counsel were
denied. 

The county will see the budget
again on Sept. 15 when a final vote

will take place. 
The county will also request $3

million to go toward improvements
at the Niland Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The county has
already received a $3.2 million
grant from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, but that funding is not
enough for the project, said Deputy
County Executive Officer
Esperanza Colio. The county is
requesting $3 million more from
the state Community Development
Block Grant-Colonias grant.

The county board also ratified
spending $1,026 from the District 4
discretionary community benefit
fund for expenses related to hotel
lodging for families impacted by
the fire in Niland.

Covid..........................................from page one
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Legal  8980

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale of the
contents of the following units on September 10, 2020.
Chrystal Salinas Unit #99 $405.00
Alan Ruiz Unit #101 $515.00
Jose Vizcarra Unit #34 $235.00
Legal 8978
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-457
The following person is conducting
business as:
Love of Mine Children Boutique
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Viridiana Rosales
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Viridiana Rosales, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 19, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
August 18, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6380        
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-454
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Pacific Genetics International
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 387
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Imperial Valley Milling Co.
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C1863707
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.

I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Fred Fabre, Secretary
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 18, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
August 17, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8979       
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243

• 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706
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