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Holtville City Council:Four Compete
for Three Seats in November

MURRAY ANDERSON
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN,
CELESTE ALVAREZ AND
JAYSON BARNISKE
For the first time in eight
years, members of the Holtville
City Council face a challenger.

JAMES PREDMORE

GINGER WARD

MIKE PACHECO

The three Holtville council
incumbents,
Mayor
James
Predmore, Virginia "Ginger"
Ward and appointee Mike
Pacheco, will face political newcomer Murray Anderson, the
Holtville High girls' varsity basketball coach, in the November

general election.
No election will be needed in
Holtville for the school district
board, as incumbents Matthew
Michael Hester and Jared Adam
Garewal run unopposed. The race
will not appear on the November
ballot.

The filing period closed at 5
p.m. Aug. 7 for all municipal,
school board and special district
elections in Imperial County,
with the exception of a few races
that were extended to Aug. 12
Continue on page 3

Abatti Will Appeal to State Supreme
Court this Month Over IID Ruling
BY JAYSON BARNISKE
Farmer Mike Abatti says he plans to ask
the California Supreme Court to overturn a
decision by the Court of Appeals in favor of
the Imperial Irrigation District in his yearslong lawsuit against the district over its
water-management plan, according to a statement released Aug. 10 through his attorney,
Cheryl Orr.
Abatti, after having his petition denied
Aug. 5 to have the Fourth District Court of
Appeals re-hear the successful appeal from
the IID, hopes to have the entire issue filed
with the state Supreme Court by the end of
the month.
The Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the
IID on July 16 when it confirmed the district's
position that there is no privileged class of
water users. However, the appellate court did
Continue on page 3

THE HIGHLINE CANAL is shown at full capacity as it brings Colorado River water
via the All-American Canal to the farm fields of Imperial Valley.
COURTESY PHOTO

HUSD teachers to have option to teach from home or on campus
BY CELESTE ALVAREZ
As schools prepare to welcome students
back to distance learning, teachers at
Holtville Unified School District will have
the option to instruct either remotely or in
their classrooms on campus.
"The teachers are very happy that they
have the option," said Lee Austin Quarcelino,
head of the Holtville Teachers' Association.
Classes are expected to resume through-

out the district on Aug. 17, with all students
engaging in live online classes from their
homes. Teachers, however, will be able to
return to campus and use their classrooms and
other school resources to help facilitate their
live lessons should they choose.
"The option to work from home or school
was a decision that the both the Holtville
Teachers' Association and the district came up
with working together," said Quarcelino.
Continue on page 2

IVC Hit with
Ransomware
Attack; Multiple
Systems
Impacted and
Remained
Offline
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
AND JAYSON BARNISKE
A
ransomware
attack
unleashed on Imperial Valley
College's computer system on
Aug. 6 brought down critical systems that remained offline as of
deadline Aug. 12, a college
spokesperson confirmed.
College officials sent out a
press release Aug. 10 saying the
college was working on gathering and processing as much
information as possible to "better
assess what systems and files
have been affected."
"We are following recommended precautions and protocols to fix the problem and will
alert our students, campus and
the external community when all
systems are back online," stated
Martha Garcia, IVC superintendent and president, in the press
release.
The college computer system
was shut down as a precaution
mid-morning Aug. 6, when ransomware was detected.
The release stated that key
campus systems remain offline,
although it did not specify which
systems those are. Additionally,
the telephone communications
system is down, and, at this time,
the college is unable to receive or
place calls, the initial release
stated.
"Key student-information
systems" remained offline Aug.
11, but no specifics were shared.
"The college continues to
experience significant technical
issues that have required several
of our student-information systems to remain offline. We will
notify our student body, campus
and the Imperial Valley community when systems are back
online," public information
Continue on page 6
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Central Union High School District Kicks Off First Day of Online School
BY CELESTE
SILVA ALVAREZ
Although the halls of
Southwest High School lacked the
buzz of the first day of school,
inside Cheryl Turner's science
classroom came a familiar exuberance as she welcomed her students
into their live Zoom video meeting
the morning of Aug. 11.
"I'm just so excited, I haven't
seen them since May," Turner said
as she peered over her laptop to
check if any more students were
waiting to be added to their Zoom
meeting.
Turner stood at the front of her
empty classroom as she called
attendance and checked in on her
students' online connection as well
as their health.
"It's good to see you guys,"
Turner told her students.
Southwest High School students, along with those from
Central Union High School and
Desert Oasis High School, all in El
Centro, became the first in the
Imperial Valley to resume fall
schooling with campuses closed
and distance-learning measures in
place to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus.
"My focus this year must be on
how to engage my students using
online tools like Zoom and Google
classroom," explained Turner. "In
past years, engaging students face
to face is easy and fun because it is
much easier to read the room and
respond quickly."
Returning for her ninth year of
teaching at Southwest High
School, Turner was among a handful of teachers within the Central
Unified School District that chose
to instruct live lessons from their
on-campus classrooms, rather than
in their homes.
"It is difficult to set up a class-

room environment in your home,"
Turner said.
Given that Turner teaches
chemistry, she said she chose to
return to her science classroom
because of the extensive amount
of resources that are available to
her in the room and her familiarity
with instructing from a classroom
setting for the past 18 years of her
teaching career. She will be juggling five classes this fall semester
with about 120 students in total.
"As an educator you must be
the lead in establishing the culture
and environment that will motivate students and give them the
best opportunity to learn," said
Turner. "It is 100 percent up to you
right now."
Prior to the pandemic-cautious
first day of school, the biggest
concern for most faculty on day
one would be making sure lost students are able to find their way
around
campus,
explained
Southwest High School Principal
Matt Phillips.
"The equivalent of finding
your classrooms now is being able
to log on to your student account,"
Phillips said, referencing the
online portal students use to
access information about their
classes and schedules.
Along with making sure students can properly log on, Phillips
also noted that the next concern is
making sure students have a fast
and strong-enough internet connection to carry the live video
classes that are vital to the students' educational interaction.
"We absolutely recognize how
important the in-person live
instruction is and that's one of the
things people miss most, the interaction," said Phillips.
Additionally, with an average
of more than 2,000 students
attending Southwest High School
each school year, Phillips also

notes that the school is trying to
check in on families that might not
have registered their children yet.
"Normally we expect about
2,100 students and in terms of registered right now we are under
2,000, so we are going to be making about 200 phone calls to see
where everybody is," Phillips said
Aug. 11.

Although late registration is
not unusual for the first day of
school, Phillips believes some of
the confusion may come from the
fact that the district begins high
school class sessions about two
weeks before the El Centro
Elementary School District starts
its first day of school, leaving
some students to start registering

much earlier than their younger
siblings.
"We have people who are on
the phone calling the families of
people we are expecting but
haven't registered," Phillips said.
"We need to do everything we can
to find them and just see what
Continue on page 3

Teachers.........................................from page one
HUSD Superintendent Celso
Ruiz did not return repeated phone
calls or emails seeking comment,
and district board President Kevin
Grizzle had no comment on the
decision, only acknowledging that
teachers and faculty have worked
hard this summer to make the first
day of school possible for students
next week.
Holtville
High
School
Principal Anthony Arevalo did not
respond to calls or emails by deadline.
The option to teach from home
or on campus has alleviated some
stress for local teachers, however,
they are still very much in prep
mode as they gear up for the fall
school year.
"The Holtville teachers were
doing live interaction with instruction at the end of last school year
and now we are just taking it one
step further," Quarcelino said. "I
feel that most teachers are just concerned with making sure they are
prepared and ready to go that extra

step."
Holtville
parents
were
informed in a letter from the district that unlike the hastily assembled distance-learning plan put in
place last March when the pandemic broke out locally, the fall session
is expected to differ for many
schools given specific guidelines
and expectations issued by the state
on how schools operate their distance learning.
It was reported in a school preview story from Aug. 6 that in
accordance with the state, a minimum amount of instructional time
for different grade levels has been
directed, with three hours instructed for transitional kindergarten and
kindergarten, three hours and 50
minutes advised for grades first
through third, and four hours
expected for all other grades.
"One big shift this fall will be
that (all high schoolers) will experience live online classes with their
teachers," Arevalo said in a previous story. "They'll also have the

same amount of class periods; they
will just be 30 minutes each."
These minimum time frames
will include both live interaction
between teachers and students, as
well as homework and independent
learning, according to a Holtville
Unified press release.
Holtville High students' school
schedule will generally include
live interactive lessons in the
morning, a break for lunch, followed by independent homework
with teacher consultation time
available in the afternoon if necessary.
"It's our hope that by starting
live online classes in the morning,
it will give our students, teachers
and community a sense of normalcy," Arevalo said last week.
"It's a big shift, but live classes
should still be able to allow teachers to show presentations, call on
non-volunteers, check on students'
understanding and have them write
and turn in assignments,"
explained Arevalo.

Obituary
Tomasa J. Moran
12/21/28 - 7/27/20
Tomasa J. Moran, 91, resident of Holtville, CA for 50 years, passed
away peacefully at home on July 27, 2020. Tomasa was born on
December 21,1928 in Mexicali, Mexico. She married Richard Moran on
March 19, 1944. Mr. & Mrs. Moran had been married for 64 years.
Mrs. Moran enjoyed cooking, sewing, gardening, spending time at the
casinos, and spoiling her grandchildren.
Mrs. Moran was preceded in death by her husband Richard, parents
Felipe and Carlota, and brother Esteban. She is survived by her sons
Ricardo (Consuelo), Gilberto (Pilar), Jesus, daughters Guadalupe, Maria
(Cruz), Gloria (Charlie), Leonila, and Adriana (Jose), 20 grandchildren,
30 great-grandchildren, and 6 great-great-grandchildren.

Southwest High School science teacher Cheryl Turner (from left)
and Principal Matt Phillips greeting Turner's "class" via Zoom
on the first day of school Aug. 11. The Central Union High School
District, which also includes Central Union High School and
Desert Oasis High School in El Centro, were the first schools to
come back into session this week. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Visitation will be held on Friday, August 28th, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at Hems Bros. in El
Centro. Graveside service will follow immediately at Terrace Park Cemetery in Holtville, CA.

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
AUG. 13: William Franklin Herholtz III, Paige Ries, Adam Lane,
Conner Johnson, Gregory Strahm.
AUG. 14: Joseph Jessee, Oslynn Cartee, Amy Fjeldsted, Betsy Smith.
AUG. 15: Rosalie Jacobs, Liam Schaffner, Josef Robert Iten, Chloe
DuPre, Gary Fjeldsted, Caleb Chambers, Louie Johnson†, Patricia Ann
Saiza, Laura G. Saldana†, Evan Kennedy, Stephannee Graham
AUG. 16: Lily Aragon, Ron Jessee Jr., Sandy Vogel, Sarah Hartshorn,
Galima AkhmadullinaAFS
AUG. 17: Ivettte Schaaffner, Kristi Phillips, Allyson Evans
AUG. 18: Rositta Lina Hilfiler†, Tara DuPre
AUG. 19: Anita Salcido, Stacy Britschgi, Leo Samaha†
Anniversaries
AUG. 16: Mr & Mrs. Doug Iten
AUG, 17: Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Downs
AUG. 18: Mr. & Mrs. Steve Clark
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Week of August 10th
When Love Goes Into Food: Mental Health Support From a Meal
(Originally aired on October 2019)

Research finds that people who eat home-cooked meals on a regular basis
tend to be happier and healthier and consume less sugar and processed foods,
which can result in higher energy levels and better mental health. For those
who have discovered the joy of cooking, the magic of combining ingredients
into flavors that nurture and sustain our loved ones fulfills and inspires us.
Join Rina Godoy and Roberto Perez, the owner and head chef of Antojitos
Como En Casa Restaurant as they share their story and their
passion for adding love to food.
Rina Godoy
Owner Antojitos Como en Casa
Roberto Perez
Head Chef Antojitos Como en Casa
(442)-265-1525

W. Main Street., El Centro, CA
92243.
The Holtville Tribune is a
newspaper of general circulation
for the publication of legal notices,
as defined in Section 4460 of the
Political Code, State of California,
in the Superior Court of Imperial
County.
Subscription prices: Imperial
County - 1 Year $42, 2 Years $80;
In California - 1 Year $42.00, 2
years $80; Foreign - (except military) 1 year $35.

E-Mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com
www.holtvilletribune.com
CALL (760) 339-4899
A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter
at Holtville Post Office
February 27, 1905, under Act
of Congress of March 3, 1997.

Semana del 10 de agosto
Cuando el Amor Entra en la Comida: Apoyo a la Salud Mental a partir
de una Comida
(Originalmente transmitido octubre 2019)

La investigación encuentra que las personas que comen comidas caseras de
forma regular tienden a ser más felices y saludables y consumen menos
azúcar y alimentos procesados, lo que puede dar lugar a mayores niveles de
energía y una mejor salud mental. Para aquellos que han descubierto la
alegría de cocinar, la magia de combinar ingredientes en sabores que nutren
y sostienen a nuestros seres queridos nos llena e inspira. Únase a Rina
Godoy, la dueña del restaurante Antojitos Como en Casa mientras comparte
su historia y su pasión por agregar amor a la comida.
Rina Godoy
Propietaria Antojitos Como en Casa
(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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SDSU-IV to Lead Unique Health
Disparities Research Project
Staff Report
Helina Hoyt, nursing program coordinator at San Diego
State University-Imperial Valley
campus in Calexico, has been
awarded $125,000 from SDSU's
HealthLINK
Center
for
Transdisciplinary
Health
Disparities Research (SDSU
HealthLINK Center) to fund a
yearlong project that will bring
together community leaders and
multidisciplinary
university
researchers to formalize a
research coalition and select a
pilot project focused on improving the region's minority health
outcomes.
The initiative is being funded
by the National Institute on
Minority Health and Health
Disparities of the National
Institutes of Health, according to
a SDSU press release.
"I am thrilled to be the project
leader of this research and innovation initiative," Hoyt stated in

the Aug. 10 release. "This is a
very exciting process because it
builds a collaboration through the
university that allows us to
enhance the good work already
being done here in Imperial
Valley."
"In essence we will make
SDSU-IV the hub to connect academic and scientific expertise
with community leadership,"
Hoyt stated. "This project is
about creating infrastructure that
builds
community-academic
partnerships, produces lasting
connections and a communication network that will lead to further work surrounding the quest
to decrease health disparities in
our rural, border region."
Long
before
Imperial
County's challenges in containing
the spread of COVID-19 made
headlines, the region's health disparities had been well documented

Youth Training, Air-Pollution
Projects, Business Opportunities
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

HELINA HOYT, nursing
program coordinator at San
Diego State UniversityImperial Valley campus in
Calexico.
COURTESY
PHOTO

Continued on page 5

Imperial County is gearing up
for close to $700,000 more this
year to fund youth occupational
and academic learning.
The
county
Board
of
Supervisors authorized signing an
agreement to release $3.57 million
in funds from the state for the
Workforce
Innovation
and
Opportunity Act youth subgrant.
The funding goes toward work
experience, academic tutoring,
preparation for post-secondary
opportunities and mentorship, said
Imperial County Workforce and
Economic Development Director
Priscilla Lopez. The county is getting more money this year, but it is
based on a formula that the state
has.
The supervisors also approved
air-pollution control projects that
would add an air-filtration system
at De Anza Magnet School in El
Centro and pave the staff parking

lot at Magnolia Elementary School
in Brawley.
While projects are still passing
through the Board of Supervisors,
concerns about businesses reopening are still making their way to the
board as well.
Tim Kelley with the Imperial
Valley Economic Development
Corp. spoke to the board about
working with local businesses and
the
county
Public
Health
Department to get training for businesses that are getting ready to
reopen. IVEDC and other groups
like
the
Small
Business
Development Center have already
started to offer webinars and other
training on safely reopening, he
said. These webinars and other
services are free to businesses
looking at how to operate in a
COVID-19 era.
Businesses wanting more information can call the Imperial
County Public Health Department,
IVEDC or the Small Business
Development Center.

First Day.........................................................................from page two
their status is."
Like many other school districts, Phillips and his faculty are
prepared to phase into less precocious measures of teaching based
on when they are authorized by the
Imperial County Public Health
Department to bring students back
to their campuses. Students can
anticipate that the school year will
progress in stages, starting from
distance learning and transitioning
into on-campus learning for students when it has been deemed safe
to do so.
"The last thing we want to do is
contribute to the spread of the virus
by anything we do," Phillips said
through his Southwest High School
face mask. "We want our kids back
and we want them safe, and it is
our job to do both."

Keeping a safe distance herself,
Southwest teacher Jackie Valadez
decided to spend her first day of
classes meeting with her students
virtually from the comfort of her
Brawley home.
"I will probably go into my
classroom for specific units, but as
of now I have been able to adapt
the material to work from home,"
said Valadez. "All you really need
is the connectivity."
Valadez has taught the school's
dental assistant course for the past
13 years, in which she provides
students the knowledge, skills, and
practice for those who would like
to obtain employment within a
dental facility.
"For teachers, right now it's
about looking at things outside the
box and figuring out how students

can have a similar experience
through a different lens," Valadez
said. "One way is to reevaluate
how to establish relationships in
the new learning platform."
Central Union High School
teacher Jennifer Burt was glad to
reconnect with her students while
working from campus Aug. 11.
"The most challenging part was
sitting in a classroom, with all of
the chairs up on their desks,
empty," said Burt, who returned to
teach science for her 14th year. She
will be teaching 119 students this
fall school year.
In contrast to her empty classroom, Burt was happy to see students attend online classes promptly and actively engaged.
"Students (had) positive attitudes, good energy, and good com-

munication skills," Burt said. "I'm
proud of our Central students."
Although it is a different type
of interaction, Central Union High
School teacher Elizabeth Fifer also
enjoyed the interactions she was
able to make with students on their
first day of her English class.
"The positive aspect is always
making connections," Fifer said.
"It was nice to be able to have some
one-on-one meets with students
who were doing well and those that
needed an encouraging word."
Despite running into technical
issues that required her to jump
between using her mobile device
and her home computer, Fifer was
happy to see her students persevere
on the first day regardless of
unforeseen issues.
"I think the most challenging

aspect was not being able to physically be in the same room as my
students," she said. "At times students were having technical issues
that we could power through."
Like Valadez, Fifer opted to
teach her five classes from her
home where she expects to spend
the majority of her instructing time.
She attributed her classes' successful first day to the hard work and
support her community and district
has provided her and her colleagues leading up to the day.
"I think our parents, students,
teachers, support staff, administrators, and community members are
being so helpful," Fifer said. "I
would not be ready to teach virtually without every other stakeholder
looking out for what is best for our
students."

Elections................................................................................from page one
due to incumbents not filing.
Election Day is Nov. 3, but
vote-by-mail ballots can be sent in
starting Oct. 5.
Predmore and Ward have been
on the council since 2012 and
Pacheco was appointed to the council in 2019 to replace David
Bradshaw, who resigned.
"I enjoy serving the community
… I've done it for eight years now
and continue to look forward to
serving the community some
more," Predmore said Aug. 10
when contacted.
Ward and Pacheco could not
immediately be reached for comment.
This will be Anderson's first
foray in politics. The Holtville
schools' product moved out of the
city and out of the county for some
years but returned to Holtville fulltime a few years ago.
"I know I'm the challenger
going up against three incumbents,
but I think a new perspective is
needed, on not just Holtville but all
boards every so often. I think councils and boards become complacent
if there is no challenge," Anderson
said Aug. 10. "Being Holtville
raised and educated, I want to give
back and pay it forward in the town
where I grew up.
"I grew up here and my parents
were all about civic pride, so when
I moved back here, I knew I wanted
to run for a seat on the council. I
live here, I coach here, and I want
to be part of the decision makers
shaping our beautiful town for
years to come," Anderson added.
When asked what some of the
big issues facing the city were this
time around, Predmore said he
wants to see more housing brought
in to help raise the town's population and entice some "fast-food
restaurants to Holtville," he said.
Said Anderson: "I'm not
opposed to residential growth,
especially considering how quickly
the new homes on the northeast end
of town sold. I'm not opposed to
commercial growth as long as it's
done strategically. And when things
get back to 'normal,' I'd love to see
the city and schools collaborate on
more events in town like bringing
back the Holtville rib cookoff."
Meanwhile, like Holtville,
other normally staid elections are
seeing a new infusion of life. In
recent years, the Imperial City
Council has seen more participation.
Incumbent council members
Robert Amparano and Mayor
Darrell Pechtl, who hold the only

seats available, will be pitted
against Imperial Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Susan Paradis and citizen Katie
Burnworth.
Two seats are available on the
Imperial Unified School District
board and incumbents David Ross
and Victor Manuel Lopez have
qualified for re-election. Teacher
and parent Liliana Cordova Duran
also qualified to challenge.
For political junkies, it will be
an active election season in
Calexico and El Centro.
Eleven people have filed for
four seats on the Calexico City
Council, including the four incumbents. There are also elections for
the Calexico Unified School
District Board of Trustees and
Calexico's Heffernan Memorial
Healthcare District board.
On the Calexico council,
incumbent council members Bill
Hodge, Lewis Pacheco, Morris
Reisen and Camilo Garcia have all
filed for re-election.
Going up against the four council members will be challengers
Michael Christopher Mayne, a former city planning commissioner;
former police officer and current
Calexico Wellness Center board
member Javier Moreno; current
Heffernan Memorial Healthcare
District Trustee Gloria Romo; former council member and mayor
Joong Kim; resident Michael
Anthony Jeffers; Raul Ureña, a
founding member of the Imperial
Valley Equity and Justice Coalition;
and former Calexico police officer
and current private investigator
Jason Jung.
Three full four-year terms are
available and one short-term, twoyear seat is available. Incumbent
Garcia, who now occupies the twoyear seat, has filed for a four-year
seat. He was appointed to the council in late June to replace disgraced
council member David Romero.
Reisen, who was appointed to a
four-year seat in 2018, has filed for
the two-year seat. In the short-term
race, he will be joined by Ureña and
Jeffers.
The rest of the candidates mentioned are seeking four-year seats.
With two seats up for election,
Calexico Unified School District
Board of Trustees incumbents
Michael Castillo and Enrique
"Kiki" Alvarado will defend their
seats against business owner
Margarita Magallanes.
The race to fill three seats on
the Heffernan Memorial Healthcare
District Board of Trustees extended

to Aug. 12, as incumbent Gloria
Romo is running for Calexico City
Council. Incumbents Rodolfo
Valdez and Hector Martinez have
both filed for re-election and they
will be challenged by Raul Ureña,
who also filed for the City Council.
It was not available if anyone
else filed for the extended
Heffernan seat as of this newspaper's deadline the morning of Aug.
12.
Meanwhile, in El Centro, three
seats are up for election on the City
Council, with incumbents Edgard
Garcia, Efrain Silva and Jason
Jackson all returning to defend their
places on the dais. They will be
challenged by Martha CardenasSingh, Alyssa Ibarra-Gonzales,
Silvia Marroquin, and Sonia Carter.
In El Centro, both the high
school and elementary school
boards will see much action.
There are four seats open for
election on the Central Union High
School District board, three full-

term seats and one two-year seat.
Because an incumbent has not yet
returned paperwork, the filing period on a four-year seat was extended
to Aug. 12.
So far, in the full-term race,
incumbents Jacinto Cruz Jimenez
and Diahna Garcia-Ruiz have filed
for re-election and challengers
Maria Laura Peinado and Eric
Leonard Rodriguez have qualified.
Incumbent and board President
Ryan D. Childers did not file for reelection.
Childers is in a run-off election
Nov. 3 against J.B. Hamby for the
Division 2 seat on the Imperial
Irrigation District Board of
Directors. Also, IID Division 4
Director Erik Ortega is in a run-off
with Calexico resident Javier
Gonzalez.
The race is closed for the shortterm Central Union High district
seat, which is held by appointed
incumbent Steven Martin Walker.
Walker has filed for the election

and so has Carlos Ramirez
Hernandez.
The El Centro Elementary
School District board has three
seats available and all three trustees
have filed to defend: Michael Ray
Minnix, Patricia Lou Dunnam, and
Charles R. "Chuck" Fisher. They
will be challenged by school psychologist Frances Armenta Terrazas
and elementary teacher Andrew
Arevalo.
There were several other city
council, school board and special
district races up for election Nov. 3.
The above races are those that will
be covered by the Calexico
Chronicle/Holtville
Tribune/Imperial Valley Weekly.
A complete list of qualified
races was posted by the county
elections department Aug. 10.
Those running for city council seats
in Brawley, Calipatria, and
Westmorland should be posted
directly on those city's websites.
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El Toro feedlot to expand by as much
as 1,700 head of cattle
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
El Toro Exports, which borders Heber to the south, could see
as many as 1,700 new head of cattle in the next couple of years.
The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors voted 5-0 to approve
an expansion plan for the company after nearly an hour and a half
of discussion and debate by agriculture producers and interested
parties. Once the issue went back
to the board, supervisors considered pushing the issue to a later
meeting or even sending the project back to the planning commission, before ultimately voting to
approve a zone change and mitigated negative declaration, which
states there will be minimal
impacts on the surrounding environment.
The
expansion
project
includes two phases. The first
would add 9,000 cattle to the feedlot site in an area where Bermuda
grass currently grows. The second
phase includes an additional 8,000
head of cattle in the area where the
feedlot currently houses its composting operation.
The project isn't on newly
acquired property, but rather adds
more head of cattle to the current
footprint of El Toro's operation,
said Bill Plourd, president of El
Toro Exports. New cattle pens
would be added to existing El Toro
property.
"The question is why? And the

answer is economics," he said. "In
general, the cattle industry has
been good over the last few years
... Our interest is to responsibly
grow our business."
The first expansion could be
done within a year, he said, adding
that the second expansion would
occur after a new site for the composting operations is found and
approved. That could take another
year or more.
Not only is El Toro Exports
expanding, but other feedlot
expansions have previously been
approved in the last few years,
said Tom DuBose with DuBose
Design Group, representing El
Toro Exports. Those business
expansions as a whole have the
potential to increase the cattle
industry by 25 percent, which he
said would be a great boost for the
Valley.
"Agriculture in Imperial
County is our No. 1 industry, and
within agriculture, cattle and livestock is the No. 1 agricultural
commodity," Dubose said. "Cattle
feeding and livestock is a half a
billion dollar industry in our county. … The No. 1 commodity from
the No. 1 industry in our county is
about to significantly grow."
Some agriculture and feedlot
representatives spoke out in favor
of the project, like Eric Brandt,
president of One World Beef, who
shared his "enthusiastic support"
of the project.
"Four years into our journey,
we need to expand the Valley's
cattle herd to accommodate our

growth objectives," he said. "...
Currently we're only running four
days a week as we await more cattle to process. So, we're eager for
the continued growth of local
feedlots so that we can get back to
a normal five-day production
schedule, which will result in us
hiring more team members."
However, the expansion was
not without its critics.
"We have no problem with El
Toro. Our history goes way back
with the original owners," said
Linda Scaroni-Rossi, who is part
of the Scaroni farming family
operation whose businesses are
based in Heber. "I think the point
here is just the location of this
feedlot, being so close to the
Heber community and ag land, it's
just not a good place for it to
expand. ... If the feedlot was there
before most of the homes, that's
one thing. But to let the feedlot
expand after the fact does affect
the homes, and it does have impact
on the homes and the area.
"To proceed with this development without proceeding with a
full environmental impact report is
just irresponsible in my opinion,"
Scaroni-Rossi added. "I would
like to see you send it back to the
planning department at the very
least and vote no."
Others emphasized potential
environmental impacts.
"The argument is always jobs
over health, and that should not be
the rhetoric anymore in the
Imperial Valley," said Miguel
Hernandez with Comite Civico del

Hoyt............................................from page three
The rural, border county has a
population of 180,000, 85 percent of
whom are Hispanic or Latino. The
county has among the lowest median
income levels in the state and one of
the highest unemployment rates. The
county's rate of asthma, obesity and
diabetes all exceed the state average.
A group of 17 Imperial County
leaders, representing diverse sectors
of the community have already volunteered to serve on the coalition that
will collaborate with university
researchers. The wide-ranging group
includes medical professionals, representatives of both El Centro
Regional Medical Center and
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District, and representatives from
Calipatria State Prison, the Imperial
Valley Food Bank, the U.S. Border
Patrol, and numerous other local
organizations.

Helen Palomino, executive
director of the Cancer Resource
Center of the Desert, who is on the
coalition, stated she is enthusiastic
about the process.
"It's a wonderful opportunity,"
she explained. "Creating a hub to
work with researchers on community
health needs lets us work together to
solve problems holistically."
Hoyt stated the coalition will
start by reviewing recent health
research completed in Imperial
County.
"A lot of wonderful work surrounding health improvement and
reducing health disparities in
Imperial County has already been
completed," Hoyt stated. "We want
to build on that."
The coalition members will identify research priorities and infrastructure needs in Imperial County, while

working with the SDSU HealthLINK
Center. The coalition will select a
pilot project to fund that supports
these priorities and needs to advance
research in rural, border communities. SDSU-IV social work and nursing leadership master's degree students will also have a chance to work
on the pilot project, to enhance their
skills and develop the leadership
experience needed to help solve
problems locally.
"Collaboration in this process is
key." Hoyt added. "By teaming community leaders with researchers, we
have the best chance of developing
sustainable solutions."
The parent award to this administrative supplement, the SDSU
HealthLINK Center, was funded in
2018 by a five-year, $19.9 million
grant from NIMHD and is part of the
national Research Centers in

EL TORO EXPORT’S cattle feedyard can be seen facing south
onto land in the background that will be the site of an expansion
of the operation in the future. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
Valle, adding that the group is
strongly opposed to the project the
way it was presented to the board.
"Please vote no on this resolution."
Others cited the method in
which the project came before the
board and what some said was a
lack of notifications for the Heber
community.
"In no uncertain terms this
application has been pursued illegally and has not followed a normal, lawful process for a zone
change and expansion of this magnitude and has not properly studied the impacts it places on the
community," said Steve Scaroni,
who lives close to El Toro's operation. He is also founder and owner
of the Scaroni Family of
Companies.
"Gentlemen, supervisors, you
are the gatekeepers. You are
responsible for doing things correctly and legally for the benefit of

the people who live in the communities and this county that the
board serves," Steve Scaroni
added.
Supervisors Ryan Kelley and
Luis Plancarte both emphasized
how the project has been talked
about for a number of years before
the Aug. 11 vote.
"It's not something that's just
manifested in the last 30 or 60
days," Kelley said before the vote.
Supervisor Jesus Escobar
motioned to allow the expansion,
citing sustainable growth within
the cattle industry being necessary
from a financial standpoint.
"Am I a huge proponent of
economic development through
industrial as well as manufacturing? Absolutely," he said. "But at
the end of the day we have to
remain true to our roots, and the
cattle industry is true to our roots."

Minority Institution Program. This
award was one of the largest in the
university's history to establish a center for minority health and health disparities research. The Center applies
a transdisciplinary approach to its
research where investigators leverage their networks and knowledge to
collectively "link" multiple areas of
expertise toward one goal - the development of infrastructure and services
to advance minority health and
health disparities research.
Locally, the SDSU-Imperial
Valley's
Development
and
Community Affairs Department is
also hard at work building the
Imperial Valley's only public fouryear university through philanthropy,
foundation grants, corporate investment, and public/private partnerships, Director Victor Nava said.
This work helps the university
strengthen its three pillars of excellence first established here 60 years
ago - teaching, research, and service,

which expands that which is known
in various fields and gives students
an opportunity to participate in academic research.
Throughout the years, philanthropy
has been essential in providing scholarships to thousands of SDSU-IV
students. For these students, scholarships were essential to completing
their education. Today, many scholarship recipients are now our alumni
holding key positions in schools,
hospitals and government agencies
throughout the Imperial County.
Today, SDSU-IV's Development and
Community Affairs team has the
additional responsibility of bringing
philanthropy to support the expansion of SDSU-IV's academic reach
into essential areas in healthcare, sustainable energy, STEAM, and other
academic programs that both support
the higher educational needs of
Imperial County and provide economic development opportunities for
Imperial County's future.
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Assembly Member Garcia's Lithium Commission
Bringing Economic Opportunities Closer to Imperial
STAFF REPORT
The state Senate Committee
on Energy, Utilities, and
Communications voted on Aug. 3
to approve Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia's Assembly Bill
1657 - Blue Ribbon Commission
on Lithium Extraction in
California. This measure would
require the California Energy
Commission to establish a Blue
Ribbon Commission to explore
and expand the state's emerging
lithium recovery industry.
"This is a significant opportunity for California as well as our
Imperial Valley community to
achieve our climate goals, balance the electrical grid, and stimulate economic development in
areas most in need of investment," said Garcia, D-Coachella.
"We have not come close to tapping into the potential of this
renewable power industry. By
actively expanding this energy
technology and developing a
competitive lithium industry, this
commission could serve as a
valuable lever of our state's economic recovery strategy to help
bring back jobs and recoup critical economic losses due to the
COVID-19 pandemic."
State Sen. Ben Hueso, D-San
Diego, committee chair, applauded Garcia and remarked on the

exciting renewable energy and
economic possibilities for the
state and the Imperial Valley
region they both represent.
"I support this enormously
because there is just so much
more work we need to do to help
put California in a sustainable
future and this bill is a very
important part of that," Hueso
stated in a press release.
A news release issued by
Berkeley Lab last week claimed
that "Deep beneath the surface of
the Salton Sea, a shallow lake in
California's Imperial County, sits
an immense reserve of critical
metals that, if unlocked, could
power the state's green economy
for years to come." Accordingly,
this industry has become referred
to as "Lithium Valley." They
assert that the Salton Sea
Geothermal Field (SSGF) has a
potential
inferred
lithium
resource of 15 million metric
tons and quotes CEC chair David
Hochschild, saying California's
Lithium Valley has the potential
to supply 40 percentof global
lithium demand.
Over the last few years,
Garcia and Hueso have been generating support and urging their
legislative
colleagues
to
acknowledge the enormous
potential of this industry to meet

climate benchmarks and uplift
some of the state's most impoverished areas. For Garcia, the pandemic has only heightened the
significance of this endeavor as a
way to bring much needed economic relief to Imperial County
whose economic disparities have
been further exacerbated.
Tim Kelley, president/chief
executive officer of the Imperial
Valley Economic Development
Corp., testified on behalf of AB
1657 before the senate committee
noting that geothermal producers
are the No. 1 taxpayer in Imperial
County and they provide over
500 direct jobs and 1,500 ancillary jobs in a community that was
just named by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture as a
persistent poverty county - with
an unemployment rate of over 30
percent.
In a letter of support submitted to the committee, Imperial
Irrigation District also stated that,
"Given the abundance of geothermal capacity and minerals at
the Salton Sea Know Geothermal
Resource Area, IID will continue
to advocate for this important
resource and looks forward to
continue working with the
Legislature and the Commission
on this important matter."
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Notice of Public Hearing
Imperial County
Board of Supervisors
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County of Imperial will conduct a virtual/in-person public hearing on Tuesday, August 18,
2020, at 11:00 a.m. in the Board Chambers, County Administrative
Center, located at 940 West Main Street, Suite 211, El Centro,
California to discuss the submittal of an application in response to
the State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
Coronavirus Response Round 1 (CDBG-CV1) Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) and to solicit citizen input.
The County of Imperial anticipates submitting an application under
the CDBG-CV1 NOFA in the amount of $145,805. The County has
or anticipates receiving approximately $4,000 in CDBG Program
Income that must be expended prior to expending awarded grant
funds.
The purpose of the public hearing is to give citizens an opportunity
to make their comments known on the proposed activities/application.
If you require special accommodations to participate in the public
hearing, please contact Imperial County Executive Office at 940 W.
Main Street, Suite 208, El Centro, CA 92243, or via telephone at
(442) 265-1001.
If you are unable to attend the public hearing, you may direct written comments to the County of Imperial, at 940 W. Main Street, Suite
208, or you may call Imperial County Executive Office at (442)2651001. In addition, information is available for review at the Clerk of
the Board office located at 940 W. Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.
The County of Imperial promotes fair housing and makes all its programs available to low and moderate income families regardless of
age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual preference,
marital status or handicap.
Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Imperial
Legal 8973

(760) 339-4899

For your advertising needs,
please call us at 760-339-4899 or
e-mail us at
holtvillenews@aol.com
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IVC.................................................................from page one
officer Elizabeth Espinoza told
the Calexico Chronicle when pressed
for further information Aug. 11.
The first part of that statement,
though, appears to be coming verbatim from a letter sent out to students
in an Aug. 9 letter from IVC Vice
President of Student Services and
Equity, Lennor M. Johnson.
Meanwhile, in an updated statement from the college earlier Aug.
11, Espinoza stated:
"We realize the media has further
inquiries, but this is an ongoing
investigation; therefore, we are not
going to comment beyond the information conveyed. This is a dynamic
situation, and our efforts remain
focused on taking care of immediate
student and employee needs. We will
continue to provide public updates
accordingly," she stated.
Among those questions yet to
addressed was what was the ransom
demand made against the college to
restore its systems, how did the malware infiltrate IVC's systems, and
what are the timelines pending to
decide whether the start of the fall
semester would be affected, or when
more information would be provided
to the public.
Classes are scheduled to start
Aug. 17, and when asked how that
might be affected, Espinoza
answered:
"We are considering delaying the
start date of some courses based on
the individual needs of the class and
faculty recommendations," she wrote
in the Aug. 11 statement, which did
not address when that information
might be coming.
Perhaps the largest question
looming is whether any personal data
of students or staff might have been

compromised.
"Regarding information that has
been impacted, that is still under
investigation. If it is determined that
personal identifiable information is
involved, we will be notifying the
affected individuals as well as the
proper authorities," Espinoza stated
in the updated release.
IVC's projected fall enrollment is
7,000 students.
Jeffrey Enz, chief technology
officer for the college, reported in the
Aug. 10 release the college's entire
system was taken offline as a precaution to isolate and prevent the spread
of the virus.
"At this time, IVC's IT
Department continues to work to
restore the system but cannot provide
a clear timeline as to when systems
will be back online until they ensure
the spread of the virus has been mitigated. We apologize for any inconvenience this has caused. Please be
assured that IVC has taken every step
necessary to address the incident. We
will keep the community informed as
to any additional information we
receive," the release stated.
Imperial Valley College officials
sent a message to students Aug. 9
informing them the school might
have been the victim of a ransomware attack on the college's systems.
"At this time, we believe the
campus has been impacted by ransomware. Our (information technology) department and hired (cyber
security) consultants are working
diligently to restore the programs and
files that have been affected," the letter from Vice President Johnson stated.
Imperial Community College

District Area 3 board member Jerry
Hart spoke with a reporter from this
newspaper Aug. 10 confirming the
attack, but he could not confirm what
critical systems were taken offline.
"We are trying to resolve an issue
with our software that affected our
communication and operational
process," Hart said. "We have made
efforts to get the things back online
as quickly as possible working with a
company (firm) who is helping to fix
the issue."
"As soon as we know for sure
what is happening, we want to inform
our students. We hope to have some
concrete information to share with
the public by Friday (Aug. 14)," Hart
said.
The student registration portal on
IVC's website was down, Hart said.
He was not able to confirm rumors
that teachers' ability to turn in grades
for summer school had been affected.
He also did not know whether personal data had been compromised,
how the ransomware might have
infiltrated the system, or what was
asked for as a form of ransom.
He said more would be
announced Aug. 14.
"We want to do right by our students, and this is getting in the way
right now, especially now that we are
in the pandemic and all classes are
online," said Hart, feeling this would
be disheartening for students.
Two of the board members con-

tacted Aug. 10 said they were
unaware of the attack. However,
Espinoza stated Aug. 11 that all
board members were informed of the
ransomware attack via email Aug. 9,
some three days after it was discovered.
When contacted around 10 a.m.
Aug. 10, college board Trustee
Father Mark Edney said he knew the
school sent out a message about computer problems, but he did not know
of a ransomware attack. He said he
had been out of town.
Board member Rudy Cardenas
wasn't even aware the letter had been
sent out and knew nothing of the situation when contacted Aug. 10.
Meanwhile, the letter stated the
"college continues to experience significant technical issues that have
required several of our student information systems to remain offline,
such as WebSTAR, Canvas, Starfish,
Syllabi site, Contact Forms, and
DegreeWorks. In addition, our telephone communication system is
down and is not able to receive phone
calls.
"Being that this is a week before
the fall semester, we recognize that
this is a critical time for students to
finalize their class schedules, complete any required paperwork, finish
the financial aid process and work
with student services to procure any
needed accommodations. We also
recognize there are a few of you

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing
Services for:
Winterhaven Drive Over California Wasteway, Bridge No. 58C0094, Seismic Retrofit Project in Imperial County; Federal Aid
Project No. BHLSZD-5958(014); County Project No. 58C-0094

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing
Services for:
Rio Vista St. from San Diego Ave. to Holt Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (105); County Project No. 6321

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1.
Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1.
Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".
Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under
a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:
John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .
Legal 8967

Publish: August 6, 13, 20, 2020
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Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing
Services for:
Rio Vista St. from Holt Ave. to Heil Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (106); County Project No. 6365
The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
4.
Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
5.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
6.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.
The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".
Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under
a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:
John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .
Legal 8968
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Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:
John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .
Legal 8966
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inquiring about transcripts and other
types of documents needed in order
to complete transfer requirements,"
the letter continued.
The letter from Johnson continued:
"The Student Services department is working to ensure you can
contact us while our systems are
down:
"First, we encourage all students
to check their IVC email daily for
updates and direction.
"Second, our webpages will be
updated, and we will post scheduled
open zoom meetings, where students
can log on during the posted hours
and ask a faculty or staff member a
question. The staff member will
either answer the question or refer
you to someone who can.
"Third, you can use our chatbox
feature: 'Ask Pepper.' We are frequently updating the chatbox
responses, and questions she cannot
answer will be forwarded to a staff
member, who will reply.
"Please note: students may experience delays in campus employees
responding to inquiries due to these
technical issues, but they will do their
best to answer all inquiries in a timely manner.
"We sincerely apologize for any
inconvenience this may have. I
assure you that we will do all we can
to mitigate any problems this may
cause. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me
directly. I will provide the student
body with another update as soon as
we have additional information."
The government of Imperial
County was the victim of a ransomware attack in mid-April 2019. It
took the county's website, computer
networks and phone and email systems offline for more than a week, a
process that was still being played
out late into 2019 and some of 2020
as thousands of county computers
were upgraded and new security protocols put in place.
Spending $1.9 million in software, hardware and cybersecurity
upgrades, the county Board of
Supervisors fought back against
demands to pay a reported $1.2 million in digital ransom (bitcoin). The
board unanimously decided to
rebuild its system from the floor up at
the time of the attack.
Officials have maintained that no
personal information was ever
accessed, and that the ransomware
did not have "data exfiltration capabilities," or could not copy or move
data off the infected network. That
was according to the results of a midAugust 2019 after-action report from
county information technology officials and a third-party cybersecurity
firm.
The attack was first discovered
when county officials noticed the
county website offline on April 14,
2019, a Sunday. The ransomware
was unleashed in stages after a county employee, and multiple employees
thereafter, opened infected attachments in "phishing emails." That led
to what county officials have previously described as a cascading effect
of events.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-390
The following person is conducting business as:
Villegas Insurance and Financial
Services
1074 E Cole Blvd Ste. 4
Calexico, CA 92231
(760) 768-1400
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:

Aaron Guzman Villegas
2566 Vista Del Mar
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: December 1, 2014.
I, Declare that all of the information in this statement is true and
correct.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Signature:
Aaron Villegas,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: July 13,
2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires

on: July 12, 2025. A new statement must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 5962
Publish: July 23, 30, August 6,
13, 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN
Pet Club Grooming at
301 North Imperial Avenue,
Ste. B in El Centro,
California, 92243 is a sole
proprietorship.
Noemi Garcia, Owner.
Legal 8975
Publish Aug 6, 13, 20, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8974

Publish: August 13, 2020

Legal 8971
Publish: August 13, 2020
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Legal 8970

Publish: August 13, 2020
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