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Holtville Holds 
Back-to-School/Census Parade

ABOVE:A minivan decked out with a
book decoration affixed to its hood and
Finley Elementary signs takes part in the
Back-to-School/Census parade around
the city of Holtville on Aug. 17. 
BELOW: Finley students stand in their
front yard introducing themselves to
their teachers with handmade signs dur-
ing a Back-to-School/Census parade
around the city of Holtville on Aug. 17. 

A LINE OF cars, trucks, SUVs and vans can be seen from the rear during a Back-to-School/Census parade around the
city of Holtville on Aug. 17. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ

Sirens and car horns echoed along the streets of Holtville
as educators and city officials led a parade to welcome stu-
dents back to school following their first day of online classes.

“It’s important because the teachers and students are going
through a really tough time right now,” Rosie Allegranza,
Holtville Chamber of Commerce manager, said. 

The Welcome Back to School/Census parade came togeth-
er around 5:30 p.m. Aug. 17 near Emmett S. Finley

Elementary School on Seventh Street, right before Beale
Avenue. By 6 p.m., more than 20 decorated cars formed a line
of educators and city officials led by the Holtville Fire
Department. 

The parade traveled along Beale, passing in front of
Holtville Middle School and then moved left onto East Ninth
Street until it reached Olive Avenue, where it then passed
Holtville High School. The procession came to an end on West
Sixth Street in front of City Hall in Holt Park.  

Continue on page 3

Holtville’s
ACE

Hardware set
to open 

BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ

For Holtville High School teacher Keith Smith, the first day of fall
online classes were really focused on creating a sense of normalcy for
his students. 

“I have my classroom setup exactly as if students were going to
walk in on the first day,” Smith said. “I want the students to feel like
they are at school as much as they can.”

Smith, a civics and U.S. history teacher, addressed his 120 senior
students from his  familiar green Viking podium at the front of his

Continue on page 2

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

In the summer it’s a chal-
lenging walk, but each day one,
two, maybe a couple more peo-
ple from Slab City will make the
four-mile trek down dusty Beal
Road into Niland, to shop for
essentials at the community’s
lone grocery store.

These are the people living
life their own way, on the
fringes, and in the “Last Free
Place in America,” the popular
moniker that seemed to start
being applied to the legendarily

lawless enclave by writers, film-
makers, photographers, and
even the Slabbers themselves,
about a decade or more ago as
the area marked its claim as an
alternative hitching post for peo-
ple done with the American
Dream in the haze of the coun-
try’s economic crash.

But anyone from Imperial
County knows the Slabs have
been a destination for many of
society’s castoffs long before the
artists of East Jesus made it it
look sexy, even before a more fear-
less breed of snowbird looking for 

Continue on page 6

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

In less than two weeks resi-
dents will be able to shop locally
for hardware supplies as the
newly remodeled ACE Hardware
store at the former location of the
Imperial Do-It Center prepares to
open its doors.

“We are hoping to do a soft
opening toward the end of (this)
week, if not the beginning of the
following week,” said David
Bayles, owner of the ACE
Hardware store. 

The local store, located at
123 E. Fifth St., has been closed
to customers and staff throughout
the renovation process due to
repairs to the store’s plumbing,
updates to the interior and a fresh
paint job to the exterior along
with the installation of a new
sign, explained Bayles. 

“It had a lot of construction
and repairs, so for the safety of
our customers and employees we
had to close,” he said. 

Continue on page 4

Mystery Surrounds Lost Soul Who Died in Niland Fire

HOLTVILLE HIGH
SCHOOL

civics and U.S. histo-
ry teacher Keith

Smith stands at the
front of his class on

the first day of
classes Aug. 17. 

PHOTO
COURTESY OF
KEITH SMITH

Holtville Schools Begin Virtually on First Day of Classes

An unidentified man braves the heat Aug. 9 as he walks along Beal Road
between Niland and Slab City. He was heading back to the Slabs after
buying groceries in Niland. One theory suggests that the unknown,
unidentified person who died in the June 28 Niland fire might have been
one of the many people who venture into the township from the Slabs
each day, which is a four-mile walk. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO



familiar green Viking podium
at the front of his empty class-
room. Although much of his class
appeared the same, Smith did
include a 65-inch screen in his
room, which he placed near the
front podium to better view his
students while they attended his
live daily sessions. 

"As a rule, students are going
to have their cameras on as they
are participating in class," Smith
said. "It's very important for
everyone involved to stay on top
of things and communicate. If
there is something you're strug-
gling with, don't wait but com-
municate." 

Smith is one of several
Holtville Unified School District
educators who returned to teach-
ing either in their classrooms or
in their homes Aug. 17, as dis-
tance-learning measures continue
to be followed countywide to pre-
vent the spread of the coron-
avirus. 

"Teachers and counselors
have been working very hard
towards preparing for the first
day of school," Holtville High
School Principal Anthony
Arevalo said. "We are excited to
see our students again as well as
to have meaningful discourse
with them."

The biggest priority educators
and administrators had while
starting day one of live online
classes was making sure each stu-
dent was able to properly connect
with their teachers, explained
Arevalo.

"The most difficult aspect of
the first day of school will be in
relation to having all of our stu-
dents login to their Google class-
rooms for their Google Meets
sessions," Arevalo said. 

Smith's daughter, Vera Smith,
a Holtville high school junior,
was among the students who
logged in for their first day of
classes from home. 

"She wants to be here," said
Smith of his daughter. "It's been a
struggle for her and a great num-
ber of kids."

Smith offered his daughter
the same advice he's been passing
on to his own students.

"Attitude is everything,"
Smith said. "Life is 10 percent
what happens to you and 90 per-
cent how you react to it."

Likewise, for Holtville High
School teacher Bonnie Sorenson,
building her students' confidence
and getting them to be actively
engaged in the class curriculum
has been a fundamental part for
her as she returned to educating
Aug. 17.  

"The advice I am giving to
my students while preparing to
return to class virtually is to
remain confident, calm, follow
new procedures attentively, (and)
do the best they can," said
Sorenson.

Sorenson, the instructor for
four courses including anatomy
and physiology, anatomy honors,
integrated science II, and inte-
grated science II honors, was one
of the many Holtville teachers

who decided to hold her live
classes from her home. 

"I had to access link codes
from our school's system through
my computer to communicate
with my students," said Sorenson
as she recalled using live video
conferences to meet her students
rather than personally shaking
their hands as they entered her
class.

Sorenson organized a place in
her home where she could hold
her classes online, making sure
that her computer camera was
placed in a fixed area where the
background, lighting, and outside
sounds would be properly set up
to avoid any unnecessary disrup-
tions, she explained. 

"I believe while we keep
those high incidence numbers of
cases of COVID-19 patients here
...  we must always prevent
instead of suffering the risk of
contamination in our schools
with our students, teachers, staff,
administrators, and everyone in
our communities," Sorenson said.

In moving forward, Sorenson
hopes to continue to work closely
with fellow educators and school
staff to provide the best-possible
educational experience to her stu-
dents.

"Let's navigate it together
safely, positively, learning, and
caring for everyone so we can all
reach our goals, and no one is left
behind," she said. 

These sentiments were also

shared by Patricia Harrison, prin-
cipal for Pine School in Holtville.
17. 

"As a staff we will work
together to overcome all obsta-
cles that we come across," said
Harrison. "The staff at Pine
School are all here with the goal
of ensuring that our students are
successful."

In addition to their united
front, all Pine teachers will also
be working out of their class-
rooms this fall, Harrison
explained. 

"I am very proud of the work
that Pine teachers did last year to
end the year strong and am very
confident that they are up to the
challenges of the new school
year," she said. 

Harrison's faith in her staff
was mirrored by Lupita Perez,
principal of Emmett S. Finley
Elementary School, following the
first day of online classes.

"Distance learning may be
new, but as our mission statement
reads, 'we will create lifelong
readers and learners' with staff
modeling this for the students,"
said Perez. 

She also noted that only one-
third of teachers can return to
campus to work from the conven-
ience of their classrooms.
However, the administration has
also provided teachers with addi-
tional technology support when
they've needed it, she added. 

"I do know that many of our

teachers have created classroom
offices at home that they have set
up with their instructional materi-
als and visual aids to help stu-
dents learn," Perez said. 

A majority of Holtville
administrators, including Perez,
have also stressed the importance
of all students making the con-
scious effort to attend and partic-
ipate in all their courses. 

"It is extremely important that
they be present, engaged and ask
questions of their teachers,"
Perez said. "I cannot stress
enough how important it is for
students to make daily connec-
tions with their teachers and
peers … (It) is essential for their
social-emotional and academic
well-being."

In looking toward the future,
all administrators have also men-
tioned that although they want
their students back at school, they
will be following the local, state,
and federal guidelines regarding
distance learning until it is
deemed safe to re-open to stu-
dents. 

"I would like to thank all par-
ents and community members for
their support and patience," said
Perez. "We are excited to blast off
on our new mission and encour-
age the community to be a part of
it." 
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Week of August 17th
Substance Use Disorder (SUD)  Treatment Services

We believe that substance use problems are treatable and we pro-
mote the use of treatments that have proven to work at reducing or

eliminating substance use. We provide quality professional services,
to achieve independence and recovery for youth and young adults.

Join Julie Luna, as we discuss youth substance use in our community,
when it meets the criteria for treatment, and how treatment works.

Julie Luna, AMFT
Registered Associate Marriage and Family Therapist

Mental Health Counselor
Adolescent Substance Use Disorder Program

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 17 de agosto
Servicios de Tratamiento por Trastorno de Uso de Substancias
Creemos que los problemas de uso de substancias son tratables y 

promovemos el uso de tratamientos que han demostrado que 
funcionan para reducir o eliminar el uso de sustancias. Brindamos

servicios profesionales de calidad, para lograr independencia y 
recuperación para jóvenes y adultos jóvenes. Únase a Richard Luna,

mientras discutimos el uso de sustancias entre jóvenes en nuestra
comunidad, cuando cumple con los criterios de tratamiento y como

funciona el tratamiento.
Richard Luna

Consejero Especialista Certificado en Adiciones
Programa de Trastorno por Consumo de Sustancias para 

Adolescentes y Jóvenes

First Day..................................................................................from page one

IVC Online Classes Delayed Until Aug. 24; No Personal Data Stolen, Officials Say
BY RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN

Distance-learning classes at
Imperial Valley College will be
delayed at least until Aug. 24 due
to a ransomware attack on the
college's computer systems Aug.
6 that affected "the main teaching
and learning service used in
online schooling," according to a
press release.

Fully online courses were to
start Aug. 17, but have been
pushed back a week, although
hybrid courses (a mix of distance
learning with a "face-to-face

component") and fully face-to-
face classes started as scheduled
this week, an official confirmed.

Additionally, college repre-
sentatives do not think any per-
sonal data was compromised as
part of the ransomware attack,
and it was not believed that the
virus infiltrated the system
through a phishing email, said
Martha Garcia,
superintendent/president, during
a call to this newspaper Aug. 15.

Students and staff were
informed at the end of the busi-
ness day Aug. 14 when news of
the delays was posted directly to
the campus website homepage,

imperial.edu, and through corre-
spondence.

"We appreciate the patience
of our students, faculty, staff and
the community as our experts
work through this incident," stat-
ed Garcia in the Aug. 14 press
release. "Once the investigation
is complete and all the facts are
collected, we will be providing
an update to the students, campus
and the community."

Adjunct English professor
Esteban Ortiz, who was prepar-
ing for the Aug. 17 start of school
despite not having full access to
the Canvas online-learning plat-
form or WebSTAR, the student

portal, said he was informed Aug.
14 by another English professor
that classes had been delayed.

"We knew there was some-
thing going on," said Ortiz, who
is also a full-time teacher at
Imperial High School preparing
for the Aug. 17 start of online-
only classes there. "Our job was
to know that they (the school)
were taking care of it."

The college has been selec-
tive in the information officials
have made public since inform-
ing students and staff of the ran-
somware attack a few days after 

Continue on page 6

HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL junior Vera Smith attends the
first day of school from home on Aug. 17.  PHOTO COURTESY
OF KEITH SMITH

Martha Garcia,
Superintendent/President

of IVC



“Our teachers mean a lot to us
and we very much appreciate
everything they are doing,"
Allegranza said. "Our community
is always so generous, and we
have quite a few gifts here."

Under normal circumstances
the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce hosts a Welcome
Back Teachers' Luncheon on the
first day of school, so to adapt
during the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, the chamber held a
Teacher Appreciation Raffle
inside its offices and recorded the
winners live to the Holtville
chamber's Facebook page. 

Meanwhile, as parade partici-
pants slowly drove past homes,
they made sure to honk their car
horns and cheer on students and
community members as they
came outside to watch the parade
go on by. Each car featured in the
parade varied in their decora-
tions, with some supporting indi-
vidual schools, to others sharing
inspiring messages to their stu-
dents, and even spreading aware-
ness about the 2020 Census. 

"People have been doing
these parades, so we figured let's
kill two birds with one stone,"
Allegranza said. 

The parade was the first of its
kind organized by the chamber
and the Holtville Complete
Count Committee, which hopes
to continue to support educators
by encouraging local residents to
participate in the 2020 Census,

explained Haley Dowsey, person-
nel technician for the city of
Holtville.

"The 2020 Census will
inform decisions about allocating
hundreds of billions of dollars in
federal funding to communities
across the country," Dowsey
explained Aug. 4. "That includes
funding and support for school
programs and services such as
special education, free and
reduced-price lunch, classroom
technology, teacher training,
after-school programs, Head
Start and more."

Prior to the parade, city offi-
cials provided parade participants
with material to decorate their
cars, including blank white poster
boards, five markers and a census
poster, along with seven possible
census phrases to add to their
cars, Dowsey noted. 

Michele Foss, a librarian for
Finley Elementary School, was
more than ready to decorate her
van and join the evening parade. 

"I do miss my kids, so that's
why I wanted to join the parade,"
Foss said. "To show them that we
are here. Even though we can't be
together, we are still a united
community."

As a school librarian, Foss
said she knew she wanted to
focus her decorations on reading-
related items from popular books
to messages about the importance
of reading. 

"Being a librarian, reading is

my main goal," she said. "I love
my job and to help kids find their
passion for reading." 

Among the parade cars was
Crystal Arias, a fourth-grade
dual-language teacher for Finley
Elementary School, who decided
to join the parade despite having
earlier finished up a full day's
worth of classes.

"Today had its challenges, but
it went overall well," Arias said.
"This is just a way for the kids to
see me, and I think that's the
important part, to know you're
still thinking about them and are
willing to take time out of your
day to come out."

Arias hopes that the parade
will keep her students motivated
throughout the school year
despite distance-learning meas-
ures in place. 

"I hope my students can cope
with the changes and know they
are cared for and supported," she
said. "We are here to support both
students and parents the best we
can."

Behind Arias' car within the
parade was Nayeli Garcia, a spe-
cial education teacher at Finley,
who also wanted to spend her
evening supporting her school
and students after receiving an
email about the event from the
city. 

"I replied to Haley at the city,
and she sent me a poster right
away to put on my car," Garcia
said. "I was going to go ahead
and do this to come out and rep-
resent Finely." 

Pine School fourth-grader
Aden Lyerly, 9, was one of many
students who came out to watch
the parade go by. He stood at the
edge of the sidewalk beside his
grandmother and Holtville resi-
dent, Debbie Fjeldsted. 

"My daughter-in-law is a
teacher, so I heard about the
parade from her," Fjeldsted said. 

Although Aden felt "very
good about doing homeschool at
my home," he did want to come
out to the parade to see a few for-
mer teachers that he had missed. 

"I know (Mrs. Phillips isn't
my teacher anymore) I just
missed her," he said after he
waved and shouted "hi" to her as
she drove past him.  

If any teachers were not able

to watch the live Teacher
Appreciation Raffle on
Facebook, the Holtville chamber
will be posting a full list of all the
winners Aug.18 with prize pick-
up instructions. For more infor-
mation, contact the chamber at
760-356-2923

Also, the Holtville Complete
Count Committee is continuing
to urge community members to
fill out their Census or encourage
family and friends to do so. For
questions regarding the census,
visit the website www.2020cen-
sus.gov
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Parade...........................................................................from page one

HOLTVILLE MAYOR JAMES Predmore rides in a pickup
truck during a Back-to-School/Census parade around the city of
Holtville on Aug. 17. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

HOLTVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL eighth-grader Lexee Roeseler
(from left to right), 12, helps Holtville chamber manager Rosie
Allegranza draw the next winner of the Teacher Appreciation
Raffle, which was held following the Back-to-School/Census
parade on Aug. 17.  PHOTO BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

AUG. 20: Macci Gallaher, Rylee Van Der Linden, Alex Knight, Jim 
Lowrey, Harold Hawk†, Ashley Lorensen, Reece Wilson†
AUG. 21: Demi Vogel, Elias Culp, Kalli Ries, Patricia Irungaray, 
Fidelia Irigoyen, Carter Hawk. Analise Irigoyen
AUG. 22: Brooke Julianne Strahm, Cecil Denning†, Logan Layton
AUG. 23: Norberto Irugaray III, Caitlin Nicole Garcia, Mary Castro†, 
George Miller Jr.†
AUG. 24: Sheila Ming, Jazmin Marie Clunn, Braden Hays, Bill Stacey
AUG. 25:  Glen Bornt, Trish McLaughlin, Chato Garcia, Bobby 
Martinez
AUG. 26: Kena Baker, Jo Thornburg†

Anniversaries

AUG. 21: Mr & Mrs. Richard Baro
AUG. 23: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Sudduth

IV Transit Riders Enjoy Free Fares Program Utility assistance on the way for
Imperial Valley residents facing
COVID-19 hardship

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Families facing financial hard-
ship due to COVID-19 may soon
get a break, at least in their utility
bill.

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors voted 5-0 to request
nearly $150,000 from the
Community Development Block
Grant funds set aside for COVID-
19 relief. That money will go
toward utility bill payments for
some Imperial Valley residents.

The county is now developing
guidelines for those who can
receive utility payment assistance. 

"This program will ease it a lit-
tle bit so these people can get
ahead of the game," said Deputy
County Executive Officer
Esperanza Colio. "It's only
$145,000, but it's an opportunity
to secure additional funding in the
future."

The money is part of about
$18.5 million available nation-
wide from the Community
Development Block Grant pro-
gram. Colio added that she has
been told once this money is gone,
there will likely be more that will
become available at that point for
the agencies who have applied for

the funding. 
Colio asked the board for

direction during a public hearing
as to whether the supervisors
wanted funding to go toward busi-
ness help, residential utility assis-
tance or rent relief. Colio added
that the utility relief would be able
to help the most people of the
three options available.

District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar made the motion to apply
for the funding and gave direction
to pick the project that would be
most beneficial to the community,
which was the utility assistance
program.

The board also approved hir-
ing an epidemiologist and admin-
istrative analyst for the public
health department, both positions
that would be geared toward the
epidemiology department within
the public health department.
Funding for the two position
comes from California
Department of Public Health
grants that the county has
received, according to Public
Health Director Janette Angulo.
The total cost, including salaries,
benefits, and retirement, is nearly
$158,000.

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

When Brawley resident Olga
Ramos first stepped into her normal
transit bus to Calexico, she was sur-
prised to notice she didn't have to
pay her usual fare. 

"I think that this will help out,
especially for the people that ride the
bus daily," said Ramos, an Imperial
Valley Transit rider for the past nine
years. "The fares add up and by the
end of the month you can be paying
about a hundred dollars for just rid-
ing the bus." 

Ramos was among several local
transit riders who have started to
experience some financial relief
made possible by the Imperial
County Transportation
Commission's newest Free Fares
Program, which became available
Aug. 7 and will remain in effect until
further notice, according to David
Aguirre, transit program manager.

"This situation is rough for
many right now, the fact that we can
help make an impact with this pro-
gram is just one of the ways we are
trying to give back to the communi-
ty," said Aguirre. 

The program currently provides
free fares to four of the five Imperial
Valley Transit services, including
IVT Fixed Route, IVT Circulators'
Blue, Green and Gold Lines, IVT
ACCESS and IVT RIDE, which
covers trips to and from El Centro,
Imperial, Heber, Brawley, Calexico,

and West Shores, according to a
press release by the Imperial County
Transportation Commission. 

Although it's still not certain
when the Free Fares Program will be
discontinued, Aguirre did note the
program was made possible through
grant funding and will likely remain
in place until that funding runs out. 

"We would like to sustain (the
program) for as long as possible,"
said Aguirre. "If there are more pas-
sengers, then the funding may run
out sooner than later."

Ridership on Ramos' local direct
route to Calexico has seen a notice-
able decrease in passengers since
late March when stricter safety
measures were implemented to com-
bat the spread of COVID-19. 

"Normally, if you ride in the
morning, there's 18 to 20 people, and
when I'd ride Thursday evenings,
there were 25 to 30 people riding the
bus," Ramos recalled prior to the
pandemic. "Now there's almost
nobody riding and only sometimes
there's more than two of us." 

During such uncertain times,
Ramos views the program as an
opportunity for locals to travel
freely, without fearing they won't be
able to afford riding back.

"There's very few people riding
now, but this will be a great help to
them all," Ramos said. "Even the
virus hasn't stopped some people
from traveling and visiting family." 

Also sharing Ramos' sentiments
was Soledad Cruz-Vargas, who has

been an Imperial Valley Transit rider
for the past six years. 

"This will, of course, help peo-
ple," the Brawley resident said.
"Now that it's free I can use it every
day. Before, I would have to budget
when I would take it and where." 

Cruz-Vargas rides the direct
transit bus from Brawley to Calexico
to visit family every Saturday and
Monday. She, too, has seen a drop in
passengers since the pandemic
required stricter safety measures and
forced a reduction in certain transit
services back in March. 

"The buses used to be full of
people, now there's at most four or
six people riding," said Cruz-Vargas. 

On March 30, Imperial County
Transportation Commission sus-
pended its Imperial Valley College
Express routes 21 and 22, its Direct
AM and PM routes 31 and 32, along
with its Brawley Fast route 31 and
32, according to a press release by
ICTC. 

The company also altered the
IVT Access paratransit services and
most of the Imperial Valley Transit
routes to operate on a Saturday
schedule, according to the release. 

Although Cruz-Vargas has
adapted to the reductions in certain
IVT services, she is happy to see that
new programs like Free Fares are
being implemented to help fellow
riders. 

Continued on Page 5



Holtville Tribune Thursday, August 20, 2020 PAGE 4

Imperial County Looks to Build List of Emergency Vendors to Respond in Times of Need 
STAFF REPORT

With support from the
Imperial Valley Business
Recovery Task Force, Imperial
County has launched an effort to
build a list of local businesses
willing and able to respond to
emergencies as has been experi-
enced through the COVID-19
pandemic and the June 28 fire in
Niland, according to a joint press
release from the county and the
task force.

Since March, when the coron-
avirus began to spread in the
Imperial Valley, a number of local
businesses have responded to the
county’s need for emergency ven-
dors in what has proven to be a
mutually beneficial effort — the
emergency needs are met by local
businesses and those businesses
that participate receive what
amounts to an economic boost
during these challenging times,
according to the Aug. 17 release.

The emergency vendors have
been so helpful, county officials
said, that now it only makes sense
to bolster the list of local busi-
nesses able to participate in diffi-
cult times, whether it be natural
disasters, pandemics or other
emergencies that may arise.
Throughout the county, restau-
rants have stepped forward with
meals, hotels have provided
rooms, RV parks have provided
spaces, and hardware businesses
have provided needed equipment
to support their community
through the pandemic and the
Niland fire.

Recognizing the need for local
business support, County

Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas
Jr. stated, “We wanted to look into
how we can make a list of emer-
gency vendors when emergencies,
like we’re experiencing now, do
occur.”

To help seek more businesses
for inclusion on the county’s
emergency procurement list, the
county enlisted the aid of the
Imperial Valley Business
Recovery Task Force, a group of
business resource agencies,
formed to support business in the
wake of the pandemic.

The task force has recently
sent an email countywide to busi-
nesses seeking their interest in
serving as an emergency vendor
and providing information and a
form on how to join the county’s
procurement list.

“We understand that every
opportunity, no matter how big or
small, is critical for the business
community right now. With that
mindset, we have come alongside
the county’s effort, and boosted it
with outreach to the business
community,” stated Brawley
Chamber of Commerce Chief
Executive Officer Katie Luna, the
coordinator of the business recov-
ery task force.

“Despite the challenges local
businesses have faced, many have
kept their doors open to ensure the
community has food and shelter,
along with other necessities. For
some businesses, the emergency
vendor contracts have been the
critical piece needed to remain
open,” Luna added in the release.

“I think that mutually benefi-
cial outcome is a story that needs

to be told,” Rouhotas stated.
Zendejas Hardware in

Calipatria was one of the busi-
nesses that has served as an emer-
gency vendor in response to the
Niland fire. Chris Zendejas, an
owner of the hardware company,
said the contract with the county
was beneficial both to his compa-
ny and in return to the communi-
ty.

“We were able to help out a lot
of victims of the fire,” Zendejas
said, adding if the county needs
help again, his business will be
there.

Mitch Matthews, owner of
Del Yermo RV Park in Calipatria,
has also served as an emergency
vendor, opening up his park to
house more than 20 travel trailers
that are now serving as shelter for
the families who lost their homes
in the Niland fire.

“The county reached out to
me, and I understood there was a
need,” Matthews said. “There
were a lot of families that were
displaced.”

Having the travel trailers
placed at his RV park also came at
the right time to help his business,
which has had just gone through
renovations. “It was great timing
to fill our park. We were able to
fill up the park and help some of
these families,” he said.

In addition to accepting the
travel trailers into his park,
Matthews said he was happy to be
able to raise donations of clothing,
toys, and other necessities to help
the families. Other local business-
es also stepped up with donations
when it was most needed.

Bloom to Box, based in
Calipatria, was one of the busi-
nesses that donated to help in the
wake of the Niland fire by donat-
ing water trucks to help with dust
mitigation during the cleanup of
the properties destroyed in the
fire.

“Whatever we could do, that’s
what we were going to do,” said
Mark McBroom, owner of the
Bloom to Box.

County officials stated they
are thankful to all the local busi-
nesses that have played a role in
helping their communities during
these challenging times and while
looking to thank each one of those
businesses, they also want to pre-
pare for the future by expanding
the list of emergency vendors.

“Our businesses are going to
play a critical part in our recovery,

after COVID” Luna stated, adding
the task force is happy to be work-
ing with the county to expand the
list of emergency vendors. “We
want to make sure we are support-
ing our local businesses, so they
remain part of our communities,
and that there are jobs for people
to come back to.”

To help businesses join the list
of emergency vendors, the task
force, in its email to local busi-
nesses, includes a vendor registra-
tion form that must be filled out
and emailed back to the county
purchasing department at pro-
curement@co.imperial.ca.us.

For questions on the emer-
gency vendor procurement effort,
contact Katie Luna at the Brawley
Chamber of Commerce, 760-344-
3160.

The north entrance of the Del Yermo RV Park in Calipatria is
shown, where about 21 new travel trailers are being parked for
the victims of the Niland fire. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

ACE Hardware.........................................................from page one

Bayles, owner-operator of the
Blythe-based Inland Builders Supply,
finalized the purchase of the 111-
year-old Holtville family-founded
business, Imperial Hardware Co., on
July 20. The purchase included all
three Imperial Do-It Center store into
ACE Hardware store brand was sub-
mitted and approved by the city of
Holtville back in May, according to
Jorge Galvan, Holtville city planning
consultant. 

Holtville was the only store that
was required to close during the
remodeling project, while both the El
Centro and Brawley stores remained
open to customers throughout their
conversion to ACE Hardware, Bayles
explained. 

Employees of the former busi-
ness will be retained as new ACE

Hardware team members will be
added throughout all local stores,
Bayles noted. He also mentioned that
Holtville's store location was fully
staffed by temporary employees who
will be brought back to the store as
new permanent ACE Hardware
employees following renovations.

"I absolutely love Holtville, the
people have been so welcoming and
have made us feel at home," Bayles
said. 

The Holtville hardware store
location was the first store founded
by Howard Meyer in 1908, which
later saw three generations of his
family help expand his business
throughout the Imperial Valley.
Meyer's grandson, Imperial
Hardware Co. Chief Executive
Officer Phil Heald, now 81 years old,

will be the last of his family members
to run the local business following
the company's sale to Bayles,
explained Holtville Chamber of
Commerce manager Rosie
Allegranza. 

"I'm a little nostalgic; it's sad to
see a company like Imperial
Hardware that was founded in
Holtville ... come to an end," said
Allegranza. "That is three genera-
tions of the Heald family."

Although one chapter has come
to a close, another is set to open in
good hands, according to Allegranza. 

"The new owner, Dave Bayles,
comes from a history of generations
working in the hardware business,"
she said. "His grandfather ran their
business in the '50s, his dad in the
'70s, and Dave took over in the early

2000s."
The new store is expected to pro-

vide a wider selection of hardware
products with more quantity avail-
able, along with items for home
décor, explained Allegranza.

"They pretty much gutted the
Holtville store and are remodeling
from the ground up," Allegranza
said. "New flooring, new fixtures,
new everything."

The Holtville chamber is expect-
ed to help coordinate ACE Hardware
store's formal grand opening ceremo-
ny with a ribbon-cutting scheduled
for later this fall. 

"They plan on opening the week
after next (next week) and will have
a grand opening later when the
weather is cooler in October," she
said during an interview last week.

"This is going to be so great for
Holtville." 



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

With his hands and his heart,
Christian Redondo has become
an ambassador for the Imperial
Valley’s Deaf and Hard of
Hearing community by interpret-
ing local public meetings and
advocating for the hearing-
impaired.

Redondo is neither deaf nor
hard of hearing, but he wanted to
learn sign language because his
mother has always been deaf and
was always difficult to commu-
nicate with, he said in a recent
interview.

‘My mother taught me a few
signs, but when I was an adult,
she married a deaf person after
which I realized a few signs
would not be enough,” said
Redondo, who started studying
American Sign Language at
Imperial Valley College in 2012. 

“As I was starting to take my
first couple of ASL classes at
IVC and developing fluency, it
touched my mom,” Redondo
said. “It changed things
immensely in my life. It is easier
to communicate at home and I
was finally able to open up to my
mom and have a conversation.”

Developed from French Sign
Language in 1817, ASL is only
used in Canada and the United
States. 

“Every language has their
own sign language just like
every country has their own lan-
guage or dialect. In England,
they use British Sign Language,”
Redondo said.

After earning an associate
degree in ASL at IVC, Redondo
became a certified interpreter
through the Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf.

“To become an interpreter,
you first have to take ASL class-
es to learn the language.”
Redondo said. “Next, you enter
an interpreter-training program,
where you learn technical
aspects like a code of ethics, and
a socio-linguistic model, which
has to do with multitasking all
the elements of communicating
in sign.”

ASL has become so popular
at IVC, that it is common for the

class to be full and have a wait-
ing list, Redondo said, who start-
ed learning ASL with the goal of
becoming an interpreter but has
since set his sights on becoming
a teacher. 

When schools closed
because of COVID-19, Redondo
started working with the
Imperial County Public Health
Department because it required
an ASL interpreter for public
meetings.

“It is legally required to have
interpreting services for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing at public
hearings because of the
Americans with Disability Act.
Good captions can only give you
so much. Much of closed cap-
tions are generated by autotype
and have many mistakes. In
addition, captioning does not
show emotion,” said Redondo,
who showed great emotion when
singing a song in ASL at the end
of IVC’s virtual commencement
ceremony in July.

Work with the county has not
been as consistent as Redondo
would like, but he has found
other avenues to articulate his
hard-earned skill.

“I work as a sign-language
interpreter for IVC and interpret
for various community events. I
also do medical interpreting and
theatrical interpreting,” said
Redondo, adding that for theatri-
cal interpreting he stands in the
front right of the stage.

“My mom cried when she
saw me interpret my first musi-
cal in Palm Springs,” said
Redondo, who is now recruiting
his younger siblings to take ASL
classes.

Redondo apprenticed under
IVC’s ASL department head
Lisa Mendoza when first step-
ping onto the theatrical stage. 

“I got feedback from the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing when
I started doing theatrical inter-
preting that boosted my confi-
dence to keep going and keep
learning,” said Redondo, citing
an ASL Motto. “You are an eter-
nal student and you never cease
to learn.”

It is hard to quantify how
many Deaf people there are in
Imperial County, Redondo said.

Nonetheless, he encourages
everyone to take an ASL class.

“Anybody in the Valley
should take an ASL class,
because if you ever communi-
cate with a Deaf person, it will
be so much easier to communi-
cate through sign than instead of
having to use your phone,”
Redondo said. 

Calexico Native Attends
Prestigious School for the Deaf

Eduardo Martinez was born
Deaf and started learning sign
language around the age of 3 or
4. In 2019, he began attending
Gallaudet University, the pre-
mier ASL university in the
world. 

“Gallaudet is In Washington,
D.C. The school requires a cer-
tain proficiency in ASL for stu-
dents to attend,” Martinez said.
“You have to pass an ASL profi-
ciency interview with a level 2.0
or higher and it is hard to pass.”

Because his goal is to
become an ASL teacher,
Martinez needed to pass the pro-
ficiency interview with a level of
4.0 or higher.

“To be accepted into
Gallaudet, you need to formally
study the language and know the
cultural aspects within the lan-
guage,” said Martinez, who
plans to go for a master’s degree
after completing the bachelor’s
degree program at Gallaudet.

Martinez admitted he had
never been asked what it was
like to grow up Deaf in Calexico.

“I’m from Calexico and in
the Valley, you tend to learn ASL
in the public-school system,”
said Martinez. “Compared to a
different city or county, in the
Valley you will encounter Deaf
people of varying abilities in
sign language. If you encounter
somebody who went to a school
for the Deaf, they will communi-
cate differently than someone
who learned in a more rural, iso-
lated area.”

Martinez was mainstreamed
in local schools when he was
younger, which meant that as a
Deaf person, he went to class
with hearing people.

“The experience in Calexico
was really different.  In elemen-
tary, I already had to navigate

between three languages
(English, Spanish, and ASL). It
was overwhelming not only in
the sense I could not communi-
cate accurately with my peers
but with my family. I had to take
a lip-reading class there, which
was a burden and made things
harder,” said Martinez, who
mentioned things started to
improve for him in high school.

Throughout elementary and
high school Martinez was
enrolled in remedial English, lip
reading and sign language class-
es.

Earlier Redondo explained
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
prefer using sign language and
tend to frown on lip eading
because the discipline is chal-
lenging, not as effective as sign
and cannot communicate emo-
tion.

“As a sophomore in high
school, I noticed Deaf people
were in a small close-knit group.
We were able to communicate in
the group and there was a barrier
to communicate with other peo-
ple,” said Martinez, who encour-
ages the hearing unimpaired to
take an ASL class to get rid of
the barrier and further their own
education. 

“Everything changed for me
when I went to IVC. I had Deaf
Services and people around me
who I could communicate with,”
Martinez said. “The community
encouraged me to keep going

and increase my fluency in
ASL.”

The most popular way to
communicate with the Deaf,
especially from their perspec-
tive, is by writing. Yet that is not
the best way to communicate
with a Deaf person, explained
Martinez.

After learning of Martinez’s
inspirational story, it is easy to
understand why he is such a
strong advocate for learning
American Sign Language.

“Learning ASL is going to
benefit you no matter what.
Don’t put it in terms of easy or
hard. It will take practice and
you need time to get better, but it
will open up so many avenues,”
Martinez said. “Treat Deaf peo-
ple with respect. Just like if you
were meeting people from
another country, you would want
to treat Deaf people with the
same respect and integrity.”

When asked if there was any-
thing else he wanted to add,
Martinez responded with a bold
and personally triumphant state-
ment.

“Deaf people can do any-
thing a hearing person can do
except hear,” he said.
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Local Deaf And Hard Of Hearing Create A Local Community

"It's great because now I'm able
to ride it multiple times if I need
to go to different places," she
said. "Before, I would have to
choose one or two trips between
the places I needed to go."

All of IVT-affiliated services
remain committed to providing a
safe and healthy passenger expe-
rience during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond, according
to the ICTC release. As a result,
IVT and affiliated services have
also implemented enhanced
cleaning and distancing proto-
cols on all buses to help ensure
safe utilization of our transit sys-
tems, noted the ICTC release. 

Additionally, other grant funding
options are also being explored
to help support Valley transit rid-
ers, explained Aguirre. 

"It was essential for us to find
various different grant pro-
grams," Aguirre said. "This is a
service that helps people go to
work, go to the store and move
around the community."

Imperial Valley Transit riders
are encouraged to visit the com-
pany website, ivtransit.com, or
call 760-482-2900 with any
questions or issues. 

Transit ........................from page three



free camping ground flocked
to the former military compound. 

Slab City has long been
known as a place you go when
you don't want to be found, where
dropouts and derelicts, drunks and
drug addicts, the mentally ill and
the constitutionally strong, squat
for decades anonymously among
the ramshackle dwellings and
rusty trailers with no running
water or power.

Theories suggest this could be
the origin of the one person never
identified in the June 28 Niland
fire, the one person in a communi-
ty of 500 to 600 people who were
evacuated en masse as wind-
whipped flames destroyed homes
and trailers, leaving an official toll
of 43 structures in ruins and 31
families made up of 75 people
displaced and homeless.

That one person is the only
person to perish in the blaze, and
his identity is still a mystery to
law enforcement and first-respon-
ders as well as members of the
Niland community. For all intents
and purposes, this dead man is a
ghost.

"In the area we have lots of
transients, people who haven't
been to their hometowns where
people know them for a decade or
more," said Chief Deputy Robert
Benavidez, who as third in com-
mand at the Imperial County
Sheriff's Office is well-acquainted
with who is and isn't at the Slabs. 

"Nobody is looking for them,
and they don't want to be found,"
he explained. "Many of these peo-
ple are running away from their
past."

And when they die, sadly, it
often takes the Sheriff's Office
"forever to locate next of kin;
sometimes many years, maybe

never," Benavidez said.
As county fire and planning

department officials combed
through the still-smoldering ruins
together the day after the Niland
fire, June 29, the man's body was
discovered. It was initially
believed the remains were located
in a burned structure, as planning
officials were busy red-tagging
razed homes around the time of
the gruesome find.

Naturally, many in the com-
munity made their own connec-
tions and began to concoct their
own stories about who this lost
soul could have been. After all,
everybody in town knows every-
one else, said Maria Nava-
Froelich, coordinator of the
Calipatria-Niland Family
Resource Center run by the
Calipatria Unified School District.

Nava, who was raised in
Niland and is a member of the
Calipatria City Council, knows
just about everyone in the unin-
corporated township a stone's
throw from the southern end of
the Salton Sea. She spoke to this
newspaper Aug. 6.

She said the deceased could
have been among the several
already homeless people she
knows of who showed up at the
evacuation center set up at
Calipatria High School the night
of the fire, when first-responders
cleared out every last person
while the fires raged on.

Without revealing too much
about what she heard from whom,
Nava said people in town were
insisting the body might be the
son of an ex-girlfriend of a well-
known Niland resident who had
died some years earlier. It was
believed the decedent was squat-
ting in the man's abandoned

home.
Nava had names, but she

declined to state them on the
record, and other contacts she pro-
vided this newspaper with did not
return phone calls seeking more
fleshed out theories on who the
man could have been. 

However, with the investiga-
tion into the blaze in its early
stages, it wasn't revealed for some
weeks that the remains were in
fact found far from any structures,
with the burnt body located near
some brush in an open area near
the origin of the fire several hun-
dred feet southwest of the Niland
Apartments and the Niland
Chamber of Commerce building,
both near Fourth Street and
Highway 111, Imperial County
Fire Chief Alfredo Estrada said.

More specifically, Estrada
explained, the body was found
among some brush about 100 feet
north of a communications tower,
in the area where the brush fire
started.

"He was just found lying
down," Estrada said. "No incendi-
ary devices around, no matches …
we're not saying he couldn't have
been the one to start the fire, but
there was no evidence that he did
start it, either."

At least with Nava's rumor,
the story seemed reasonable and
plausible. But with Estrada dash-
ing that theory and providing a
definitive location, the truth
seems even stranger than the fic-
tion.

What's more, even though
Benavidez and Nava know there
to be a transient population that
moves in and out of Niland freely,
county officials charged with
keeping track of those displaced
by the fire have no evidence that

anyone considered "chronically
homeless" was affected by the
inferno.

Although Estrada confirmed
that a homeless encampment of
temporary structures located near
the ignition site was destroyed in
the blaze, it wasn't known if they
were populated at the time.

"That area was notorious for
those type of folks," Estrada said.
"The sheriff's department often
responded to calls in that area and
actually went out there one week
before the fire."

Yet the 31 families assessed at
Calipatria High School on June 28
and accounted for were all living
in permanent structures and none
were homeless, said Deputy
County Executive Officer
Esperanza Colio, during an inter-
view with this newspaper Aug. 7.
Colio-Warren was also in charge
of coordinating the Local Access
Center the county opened at
Calipatria High in the days after
the fire to serve the needs of
Niland residents.

Just as Estrada still doesn't
know what sparked the fire based
on the evidence at the scene, other
than being quickly consumed by
smoke and fire, it wasn't known
under what circumstances this
man died.

Benavidez said Aug. 7 that
there were no signs of foul play
and no reason to believe that the
man was placed at the site. 

At the moment there is noth-
ing "suspicious" about the manner
of death, he said. Can that
change? Absolutely, Benavidez
suggested.

"But right now, we have noth-
ing. Just a dead body within a
fire," he added.

But how could a man simply
be found lying peacefully in a
field, with a raging inferno all
around him, and it not be suspi-
cious?

"We've seen the potential for
these fields to light up like the
proverbial Christmas tree,"
Benavidez said, adding it's rea-
sonable to think that someone
could be overcome so quickly
there would be little time to run.

Fire Chief Estrada said Aug.
16 that on the afternoon of the
fire, Niland saw sustained winds
of 45 to 48 miles per hour headed
due east, and the reason the blaze
got out of control so quickly is
embers from the origin point car-
ried far through the township,
lighting up palm trees and other
ignitable sources along the way.

At this point, attempting to
find out who died in the fire is a
waiting game with potentially
zero payoff, unless this is a known
individual whose DNA or dental
records are on file somewhere.

So far, there have been no
missing persons reports filed with
authorities, sheriff's officials have
said, and no one has come looking
for any next of kin. In the early
days of the investigation, Niland-
area county Supervisor Ryan
Kelley also acknowledged the

man's identity was a mystery, say-
ing he might have been someone
just passing through at the wrong
time.

"It is still a John Doe,"
Imperial County Senior Deputy
Coroner Emanuel Ramirez said
Aug. 6. "We don't have any leads
to go on."

The county Coroner's Office
has since sent the remains out of
the area to a forensic odontologist
to try to identify the deceased
through dental records, Ramirez
said.

"I have not heard of any den-
tal record databases locally or in
the state," Estrada cautioned,
however. "When using dental
records to identify an unknown
person, investigators usually fol-
low leads and compare records
with a possible living next of kin."

There is no next of kin in this
case, which will make it virtually
impossible to ID the individual
with dental records, Estrada said.

"Along with sending the body
to get the teeth inspected, we also
sent away samples for DNA test-
ing," Ramirez said. "It will take
one year to receive the results
from the DNA test."

If the deceased did not have a
criminal record, it will make the
possibility of identifying the indi-
vidual through DNA less likely,
Ramirez added.

As far as an ongoing criminal
investigation is concerned,
Benavidez said there is no crime
and thus no active case, at least
not really.

This is "not a closed case, but
not an open pending case, either,"
Benavidez added, describing the
situation as more fluid depending
on what happens down the road.

It's this fluid nature from
where Benavidez posited the pos-
sibility that this one man, this one
unidentified soul who died a grue-
some death by fire, might have
wandered into town from the
Slabs, never to be seen or heard
from again. 

Because in life, he might not
have wanted that either. He might
have been one of the countless
people who seek anonymity in
Slab City and prefer it that way,
Benavidez said.

Surrounded by beer cans and
flies, and the strumming sounds of
his drinking buddy James on gui-
tar, the late Mike Bright captures
that idea perfectly in the final
verse of what looks to be a self-
penned ode to life in the Slabs
posted to YouTube in late 2008:

"So, if yer getting' tired of
fightin' the system/If the man is
calling in all yer tabs/

"If yer troubles are so many,
you can't list 'em/then just chuck it
all and join us on the Slabs/

"Just chuck it all and join us
on the Slabs."

Jayson Barniske contributed
reporting to this article.
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IVC .........................................................................from page two
it had already occurred and sys-

tems had been taken offline.
Among some key questions

IVC had been slow to answer were
whether personally identifying pri-
vate information of students, staff or
faculty had been compromised or
stolen.

Father Mark Edney, Area 5
Imperial Community College
District board trustee and president,
said Aug. 15 "that to my knowledge
no personal data has been compro-
mised."

Edney said he had spoken to
Garcia on Aug. 14 and that the
attack was quite "severe," so the
investigation into the breach was
extensive and had been occurring
on almost a 24-hour basis since it
was carried out.

Garcia reiterated what Edney
said and added that she intended to
email faculty and staff to "explicit-
ly" inform them that no personal
data had been stolen in the hack.

Although the scope of the
breach is still being investigated,
Garcia said if any data was thought
to be stolen she would have contact-
ed the state Department of
Education and each person thought
to be affected.

Edney said there has been sig-
nificant progress in bringing some
systems back online, like
WebSTAR, but there are still some
"glitches."

"The fear right now, really, is

saying too much" regarding the
details of an ongoing investigation,
Edney explained during a brief
interview.

Imperial Valley College has a
projected enrollment this coming
semester of 7,000 students and hun-
dreds of faculty and staff members,
so there is potentially a lot of infor-
mation contained within the col-
lege's network.

Ortiz said he feels like his per-
sonal information was safe, and that
the college adequately addressed
those concerns.

He wasn't too concerned about
his personal information, though.
He said he pays for a third-party
service that protects his personal
info online and alerts him to poten-
tial activity using things like his
Social Security number.

Earlier in the week, through
press releases and statements, the
college acknowledged it is working
with outside cyber security firms in
the restoration of the system and
probing into the systems breach.

Garcia told this newspaper that
unlike the county's ransomware
attack in April 2019, IVC is not
rebuilding its systems from the floor
up; rather, the IT department and
consultants are extensively repro-
gramming.

The college made the decision
to take its network offline Aug. 6 to
protect its core information system
called the BANNER student infor-

mation system, which is a database
of all student records.

"We shut it off for our protec-
tion," Garcia said Aug. 15. "If
(BANNER) would have been
impacted, we'd have been in trou-
ble."

Meanwhile, the campus
Information Technology
Department, has restored capabili-
ties in some of the systems, the lat-
est press release states.

"The IVC IT team has been
working diligently with our consult-
ants and fortunately we are seeing
positive progress," Garcia stated in
the Aug. 14 release. "Special thanks
to our IT team."

School officials said computer
systems are gradually coming back
online: "Some of the systems may
be available only intermittently and
users may experience delays or
have difficulty in accessing certain
information systems." 

"We are prioritizing the teach-
ing and learning services systems
that directly impact students and
faculty," Garcia stated in the
release. "I recognize this has been a
difficult and confusing time, but we
will get through this together and
persevere."

Key on-campus systems still
temporarily unavailable as of Aug.
15 were listed as WebSTAR,
PortalGuard, Canvas (the online
learning platform), Syllabi Site, and
Contact Forms, according to a post

directly to the website.
The press release nor the mes-

sage on the website addressed
whether the phone system was back
online, but as of the morning of
Aug. 15, the main number appeared
to be functional, 760-352-8320.

The phone system had been
down from the time of attack
through at least Aug. 12. It wasn't
immediately known if it had been
fully restored.

Garcia said Aug. 15 IVC is
looking into how the ransomware
infiltrated the network. She said it
doesn't appear that the malware
entered through a phishing email
being opened, like the virus that
impacted the county last year.

Garcia declined to reveal the
ransomware demand made by the
hacker or hackers to regain control.
As far as the financial burdens of
the system breach, all should would
say is that the college was insured
against such attacks.

IVC is in Imperial County
Supervisor Ray Castillo's fifth dis-
trict, and he knows a little about
ransomware attacks.

The attack against Imperial
County's systems in April 2019 was
crippling and made nationwide
headlines.

"This will be a learning experi-
ence for Imperial Valley College,
like it was for the county," he said
Aug. 15, adding he planned to reach
out to President Garcia to offer any

assistance he could.
Early last week, County

Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas
Jr. was asked if anyone from the
college had reached out to the coun-
ty for advice or technical assistance,
and he responded that no one had.

The county shared information
about the attack early and often with
the public and its own staff, espe-
cially regarding whether personal
data had been compromised, which
to this date, county officials say
none was.

An "after-action," post-attack
report showed that the malware
used in the attack did not possess
the capability to move data off the
county's system, or what was
referred to as "data exfiltration."

The attack took the county's
website, computer networks and
phone and email systems offline for
more than a week. Spending $1.9
million in software, hardware and
cybersecurity upgrades, the county
Board of Supervisors fought back
against demands to pay a reported
$1.2 million in digital ransom (bit-
coin). The board unanimously
decided to rebuild its system from
the floor up at the time of the attack.

The malware entered the coun-
ty's systems through employees
answering email phishing scams
that allowed dormant viruses to
infect the system before attacking
the system several weeks later.



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Jose Luis Armando Valdez, Jr.

CASE NUMBER:  EPR000756
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Jose
Luis Armando Valdez, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Karla Medina in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Karla Medina be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless

an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: August 21, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Filed: August 3, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By Astridd Weirner,  Deputy
Legal 6375
Publish: August 6, 13, 20, 2020
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing

Services for:
Rio Vista St. from San Diego Ave. to Holt Ave. (South Side)

Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (105); County Project No. 6321

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under
a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8967 Publish: August 6, 13, 20, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing

Services for:
Winterhaven Drive Over California Wasteway, Bridge No. 58C-
0094, Seismic Retrofit Project in Imperial County; Federal Aid
Project No. BHLSZD-5958(014); County Project No. 58C-0094

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8966 Publish: August  6, 13, 20, 2020

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material Testing

Services for:
Rio Vista St. from Holt Ave. to Heil Ave. (South Side)

Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (106); County Project No. 6365

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
4. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
5. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
6. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under
a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. August 26, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8968 Publish: August 6, 13, 20, 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
Pet Club Grooming at 

301 North Imperial Avenue, Ste. B in El Centro, California, 92243 is a sole 
proprietorship.  Noemi Garcia, Owner.

Legal 8975 Publish Aug 6, 13, 20, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer
and Material Testing Services for:

Clark Road Improvement from Wahl Road to 0.5 mi. N. of SR-98 and from Heber Road to 0.5
mi. N. of Heber Road in Imperial County
Federal Project Number STPL 5958(114)

County Project Number 6598

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide the following services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:

1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department
of Public Works Web site at https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled "Projects
Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. September 3, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst
III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8976
Publish: August 20, 27, Sept. 3, 2020
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243

• 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org  • Facility #134603706
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