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Calls for
Imperial
County

Officials
Resignations

Rescinded

Alamo River Trestle Bridge Inches
Closer to Grant Funding 

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

The recent resolution calling
for the resignation of Imperial
County's executive officer and
registrar of voters has been
rescinded, and a formal apology
has been issued.

However, the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors still
voted 5-0 during its meeting
Sept. 15 to send a letter to the
California Democratic Party
Rules Committee asking what
the California Democratic Party
intends to do to "mitigate the
impacts these false and injurious
accusations have had on Imperial
County during these difficult
times," according to the letter. 

The letter also asks that the
Democratic Party conduct a
review of the Imperial County
Democratic Central Committee's
membership and conduct.

The letter is in response to the
Imperial County Democratic
Central Committees recent

Continued on page 2

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

The charred and aban-

doned railroad trestle
bridge that stands near the
city's entrance moved one
step closer to becoming a
recreational retreat for

local residents with the
city's approval of a resolu-
tion to secure grant fund-
ing for the project.

"Restoration of the

trestle bridge would give
the public more recre-
ational opportunities
within the community,"
explained Jeorge Galvan,
Holtville city planner,
within the city's report of
the project. 

Holtville City Council
members approved a reso-
lution during its Sept. 14
meeting as part of the
third phase of the applica-
tion process for the
Recreational Trails and
Gateway Grant Program,
which the city applied for
last year through the
California Natural
Resources Agency.

"Proposed improve-
ments include the repair
of the bridge structure,
pedestrian decking and
landscaping," Galvan stat-
ed in the project's report. 

The city applied for
$1,262,000 in grant fund-
ing to repair the more than
100-year-old trestle
bridge located west of

Highway 115 near the
Alamo River bank. The
city intends to renovate
the bridge into a recre-
ational area for the com-
munity, Galvan explained
in the report. 

Along with the grant
funding, the city also
hopes to utilize $720,000
from a settlement follow-
ing a fire that caused
structural damage to the
city-owned trestle bridge. 

The fire was sparked
by welding done by a
nearby packing shed
owner, who was later sued
by the city for damages to
the trestle bridge, City
Manager Nick Wells said
during a Nov. 14 inter-
view with this paper.

Beyond those local
cash funds, the city also
has a budget of $9,000 in
local in-kind funds that
will be used to alleviate
the total project cost, 

Continued to page 6

Long a local landmark and informal greeter for Holtville, the former railroad
trestle over the Alamo River was damaged in a fire more than 10 years ago. The
city hopes to get more funding to restore it as part of a walking trail and is in
the second round of a $1.2 million grant to do the work. CORISSA IBARRA
PHOTO

Barbara Worth Country Club to Hold Fall Music Festival 
BY CELESTE SILVA

ALVAREZ

A music festival is just
one of a few ways
Barbara Worth Country
Club is hoping to wel-
come guests back through
their doors this fall as
temperatures begin to
cool. 

"Without a doubt we
are going to have a music
festival here in October,"
Holtville's country club
owner Eddie Mejorado
said. "We are going to
have to do a calendar
where we are going to

have monthly events out-
doors." 

Mejorado has spent
most of the slow summer
days brainstorming cre-
ative ideas with his busi-
ness manager Steve
Rogers as the coronavirus
pandemic has continued
to keep the club's conven-
tion center and bar closed. 

"I don't want to sound
negative, but as a business
owner I can tell you, even
if you get the greenlight to
open, you still have anoth-
er hurdle," Mejorado said.
"You have to be 

Continued on page 6

NAF El Centro
Ceremony
Remembers
Those Lost
During 9/11

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Emphasizing a country's
resolve to act, against the war on
terror that began in earnest on
Sept. 11, 2001, when hijackers
killed some 3,000 people, or
against COVID-19 that threatens
Americans today, the command-
ing officer of Naval Air Facility
El Centro paid tribute to the fall-
en and those still fighting to pro-
tect the nation.

Delivering a passionate
address at the foot of the "com-
mand flagpole" near the entrance
of the base, where federal and
local fire and emergency
response vehicles could be seen
with their light bars flashing in
the background, U.S. Navy Capt.
William "Bill" Perkins spoke of 

Continued on page 8

BARBARA WORTH COUNTRY Club Manager Steve Rogers points to an area
he hopes bands will perform at in the fall during a musical festival the club has
planned in October. CELESTE ALVAREZ PHOTO

COVID Casts Change on
Commemoration of 9/11,

'Patriot Day' 
BY ELIZABETH VILLA

From student assemblies to public memorials,
Patriot Day and remembrances tied to the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks on this nation were done
differently this year due to novel coronavirus con-
ditions around the country.

Continued on page 4

HOLTVILLE FIRE-
FIGHTER FABIAN
Ramirez (from left),

Raylene Tapiceria, fire
prevention officer, and
Fire Chief Alex Silva

placed flags represent-
ing each of the 343

firefighters who gave
their lives during 9/11
near the entrance to

the Holtville Chamber
of Commerce building

on Sept. 11.  ROSIE
ALLEGRANZA PHOTO



BY RICHARD 
MONTENGRO BROWN

Although free of the fanfare of Mexican
Independence Day, Septiembre de 16, it was likely
a welcome sight for patrons and vendors alike to see
Las Palmas Swap Meet reopen after being closed
some six months due to COVID-19.

Gates to the 50-plus-year-old swap meet were to
have opened at 6 a.m. Sept. 16 as the city and coun-
ty cleared the way for limited operation of the busi-
ness, which will open again from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. Vendor unloading and load-
ing hours will be 4 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For now, Las Palmas at 1305 Ollie Ave., will
only operate at around 25 percent of its normal
capacity Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, said
Chris Martinez, operations manager for the family-
owned business started by his grandfather, Raul

Estrada.
"I'm excited and super nervous," Martinez said

regarding opening day during an interview with this
newspaper Sept. 15. The opening occurred after the
Calexico Chronicle's deadline. 

"Are people going to respect the rules? Will
vendors be cooperative, follow the rules? … I think
everybody is ready for us (to be open). The com-
munity is ready for it, too. Everybody has been
caged up," Martinez said.

The 40-acre site that can accommodate more
than 400 vendors has been reduced for the time
being to a 20-acre footprint with from 80 to 100
vendors invited, Martinez said.

He expected there will likely be 70 to 80 ven-
dors show up this coming weekend. 

Vendors and customers can expect a very
streamlined operation, as a number of structures
have been torn down and the site graded in prepara-
tion for the opening, with a facelift given to the
office and restaurant area. More renovations will
occur, but Martinez said the idea was to get the
business up and running and making some money
before more work is completed.

Martinez said vendors are coming in from
Mexico and throughout California, from as far
north as San Francisco and Sacramento.

To account for social distancing and other meas-
ures required by the city and county Public Health
Department to reopen, vendors will be limited to
one stall each of 20 by 30 feet with a 10-foot gap,
Martinez said.

Only two gates will be open at the site to funnel
vendors and patrons through, and all those who
enter will be required to wear facial coverings.
Vendors and customers will not be allowed inside
unless they have a mask.

M a r t i n e z
said admission
into the swap
meet is $1 and a
mask can be
purchased at the
gate for $1 as
well.

As far as
what vendors
were to be on
hand, Martinez
said all the 

Continued on
page 3
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Week of September 14th

Trauma-Informed Behavioral Healthcare
(Originally aired on January 2016)

Trauma-Informed care is commitment that Imperial County
Behavioral Health undertakes to support the recovery of persons
impacted by trauma who seek our services. Join us as we explore

what trauma-informed care is and how Behavioral Health is adapting
in response to consumer needs.

Lynne Marsenich, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Consultant and Trainer

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 14 de septiembre
El Tratamiento Informado del Trauma

(Originalmente transmitido en enero 2016)
El tratamiento informado del trauma es un compromiso que el

Departamento de Salud Mental del Condado de Imperial esta llevando a
cabo para apoyar la recuperación de las personas afectadas por el trauma
y están en busca de nuestros servicios. Únase a nosotros para explorar lo

que el tratamiento informado es y como el Departamento de Salud
Mental se esta ajustando en respuesta a las necesidades 

individuales.
Juan Flores, LMFT

Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Gerente de Salud Mental Departamento de Jóvenes Y Adultos Jóvenes

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

SEPT. 17: Karley Irene Dotson, Kaycee Larios, John Allegranza, Eric 
Michael Dollente, Ron Peeks
SEPT. 18: Griffin Emery, Julia McSweeney, Landon Michaud, Daniel
Poloni, Cassie Acosta
SEPT. 19: Allesandra Garcia, Jerry Brittsan, Austin Cashe Vogel, 
Hanson T. Von Flue
SEPT. 20: Mason Nolta, Manuel Salcido†, Anne Britschgi, Kevin 
Walker
SEPT. 21: Melton Goodsell†, Jacob Gill, Kevin Grizzle, Mary 
Sperber†, Jessica Jo Garcia, Phil Parkins
SEPT. 22:  Holden Francis Strahm, Alana Bornt Graeme, Bailey Shae 
Sparlin, Becky Lachner
SEPT. 23: Jeff Pacheco, Christina Smith Garcia, Kamryn Michael 
Walker, Mabel Garcia, Betty Rodahl, Patti Sanders, Wanda 
Allegranza†, Juliana Marie Lydon

Anniversaries

SEPT. 18: Mr & Mrs. Gabe Gularte
SEPT. 19: Mr. & Mrs. Josh Sells
SEPT. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Victor Gillespie
SEPT. 22: Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Babb, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Peeks, 
Mr. & Mrs. JohnAllegranza

Happy Birthday To All!!

Calexico's Las Palmas Swap Meet Re-opens After Six Months Resignations........from page one
resolution of no confidence in
County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. and Registrar of
Voters Debbie Porter. The reso-
lution cited what they said are
racist overcharging for some
documents, delaying in copying
records requested by a Mexican-
American woman and allowing
a white candidate to submit
additional paperwork late.

Two members of the
Imperial County Democratic
Central Committee have come
out against the resolution since
its initial passing in late August.
Hilton Smith, first vice chair of
the committee and co-founder of
the local Black Lives Matter
movement, has stated that he
does not believe the perceived
irregularities in the election
process are based on race. 

"I made two mistakes,"
Smith said to another local
newspaper. "One was voting for
that resolution. The other was
putting too much faith in the
ICDCC.

"I oppose the resolution," he
said in an interview Sept. 15. "I
have some issues with it."

Marlene Thomas, a longtime
community advocate, co-
founder of the local Black Lives
Matter movement and chair of
the Imperial Valley Social

Justice Committee, called the
resolution "appalling" and
"spewed with hate, false allega-
tions and tainted with racism,"
in a letter to Annette Gonzalez-
Buttner, committee chair of the
Imperial County Democratic
Central Committee.

That resolution was rescind-
ed Sept. 14 by a 6-4 vote by the
Imperial County Democratic
Central Committee, Gonzalez-
Buttner said. The committee
also voted to issue a formal
apology to Rouhotas and Porter.

But the Board of Supervisors
still moved forward with send-
ing the letter, including all the
board members signatures.

"I am happy to see that the
committee has taking action to
rescind the resolution and send
an apology but I do believe we
need to continue to make sure
that all of our actions are taken
with counsel, that we know that
we are doing things in the right
spirit and that we're not being
demonstrative or taking actions
that can personally injure,"
Imperial County Supervisor
Ryan Kelley said. "We should be
considerate of each other, follow
the Golden Rule."

During the pandemic closure, Mexicali graffiti artist
Star27 (Etelberto "Beto" Ortiz Aguilar) painted
three murals at Las Palmas Swap Meet in Calexico as
part of a commission and renovation of the site,
including a heart logo and desert scene on a staircase
on the swap meet offices and restaurant and a hand
and cactus on a wall at the site. He still has two more
murals to complete. Las Palmas reopened for busi-
ness after six months on Sept. 16. PHOTO COUR-
TESY OF STAR27
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BY PILAR MARRERO

Rushing to increase
California's census response rate
before a shortened schedule ends
Sept. 30, community groups and
census leaders are asking people to
remember they still have time to
respond, and that billions of dollars
in education and healthcare pro-
grams depend on an accurate
count. 

In this last month of the count,
California Complete Count
Director Ditas Katague, the Census
2020 office, and community organ-
ization partners promised a robust
effort to target state areas with the
lowest participation, trying to get
California's response rate to at least
where it was in 2010. 

"Time is running out to make
an impact on the funding for the
next 10 years for your community.
Take a few minutes to complete the
census - it's safe, secure and drives
critical dollars into education and
healthcare programs," said
Katague. 

"Everyone counts in the cen-
sus, regardless of background or
immigration status. You have 30
days to make a difference," she
added. 

California's response rate was
67.2 percent at the end of August.
That's higher than the national
average of 64.9 percent and that of
the three other most populous
states - Florida, New York and
Texas - but it's 1 percent below
California's 2010 response rate. 

Locally, Imperial County's self-
reported response rate at the end of
August was 57.6 percent. 

Katague said $10 million will
be dispersed among community
partners who will target 2,000 low-
response census tracts in
California. They, in turn, will prior-
itize the 935 tracts in 21 counties
with the lowest response rates. 

One strategy involves using
phone banks to reach households,
then patching them through to the
Census Bureau so they can respond
to the questionnaire.

The success rate doing that has
been as high as 72 percent of the
people reached, she added, many
of whom were previously "unde-
cided" about responding to the cen-
sus. 

Ely Flores, California director
for civic engagement for National
Association of Latino Elected
Officials (NALEO), explained that
his organization has used a variety
of strategies to encourage and help
Latinos complete the census ques-
tionnaire. 

"We've partnered with Spanish-
language media such as Telemundo
to do census promos and virtual
town halls, and to promote the 877
ELCENSO bilingual hotline where
we get many phone calls for infor-
mation and help," Flores said. 

NALEO also has focused on
young, English-dominant Latinos
using digital buys, particularly
social media ads, and have mailed
census reminders to 25,000 house-
holds in areas that are lagging
behind in responses. 

Low response-high Latino pop-
ulation areas, including the coun-
ties of Kern, Monterey, Fresno,
Imperial, Tulare, and the area of
Southeast Los Angeles, are
NALEO's focus.

The organization also has peo-
ple in the field, doing the door-
knocking that was delayed and
restricted because of the COVID-
19 pandemic. And it has sent toolk-
its to schools to reach parents
directly with sample letters, social
media graphics and everything
needed to do outreach.

Flores said Latinos do respond
positively to the reminder that their
census response is tied to programs
that later will benefit the communi-
ty. 

"There´s also an empowerment
message around COVID, to remind
people of how important it is to get
resources to fund the health pro-
grams in our state," he said. 

Jesse Fraire, of the California
Native Vote Project, said his group
and its partners are working hard to
increase census participation by
California's Native Americans,
adding that the best way they've
found is to work with local com-
munity organizations and tribal
governments. 

Tribal communities have some
of the census' lowest response rates
so far, in part because COVID
closed many reservations, and
because many reservations have
low internet connectivity and use
post office boxes in rancherías
rather than traditional mail deliv-
ery. 

"We found that many Native
Americans know that the census is
important, but they are not sure
why," Fraire said. "When we
explain the issue of representation,
it seems that a light bulb goes off
among community members." 

About 30 canvassers are going
around the state trying to reach
Native Americans who have not
responded to the census, but the
group also uses email blasts, and
virtual phone and text banks. 

All census leaders and partners
agreed that their efforts are made
more difficult by the shortened
schedule, which the federal gov-
ernment initially said would be
Oct. 31 but later changed to Sept.
30.

"That means we have 30 days
less to make communities count,"
Katague said. "It really makes it
urgent to focus on the next month
to make sure people are counted."

Pilar Marrero is a contributing
editor with San Francisco-based
Ethnic Media Services.

California Census Leaders: "We Have 30
Days to Make a Difference" 

CENSUS PARADE FILE PHOTO

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

More businesses are receiv-
ing relief funds to help in the time
of COVID-19.

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors voted 5-0 during
its meeting Sept. 15 to lend
$260,000 from the public benefit
fund to businesses and nonprofits
facing hardship. Twenty-six
applications were approved, with
more than 20 still waiting for
documentation before funding is
sent.

The funds are part of the
Imperial County Business
Stabilization Lending Program,
where funding from the public
benefit fund goes to help busi-
nesses that have suffered loss
during the pandemic. The Board
of Supervisors released half a
million dollars' worth of funds in
mid-July and approved lending
another $500,000 in August. 

At this time, 26 applications
have been completed and
reviewed, County Executive

Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr. said.
He added those applications
headed to the Board of
Supervisors for approval Sept.
15, even though more applica-
tions are in the approval process.
The reason the first 26 applica-
tions went before the board was
to expedite funding getting to the
local businesses. 

Calexico is seeing the most
business loans at 12 through the
second round of the application
process so far, Rouhotas said. El
Centro has nine businesses on the
list, Imperial has two and
Brawley has three.

The remainder of the applica-
tions should be heading to the
board for approval in the next
couple of weeks, Rouhotas said. 

"This is definitely good news
to help our community,"
Chairman Luis Plancarte added
before the vote. 

The businesses include a sign
factory, cleaners, a flooring com-
pany, fitness studios, a nail salon,
restaurants, and more.

Calexico Leads in Second
Round of Business Relief Loans

Las Palmas.......from page two
"classic swap meet" items

should be available.
During this limited operation,

there will be no hot dog carts on
site, but the restaurant will be
open. He said cooked food will be
available soon as the restaurant is
expecting new kitchen equipment
by the end of the week, but on
Sept. 16 only drinks and cold sand-
wiches were being sold.

Martinez said all vendors are
being required to have hand sani-
tizer at their stalls, and if they do
not, Las Palmas will provide it to
them at a charge.

Although there is a limit on the
number of vendors in place, as of
Sept. 16 there was not a limit to the
number of customers who would
be let in, Martinez said.

The plan, he said, is to have
police and fire officials on hand
throughout the day to monitor the
number of people who show up
and then reassess after the weekend
crowds whether a headcount needs
to be applied.

Martinez and members of his
family met with Calexico police
and fire officials and the city man-
ager to go over some issues before
the opening of operations.
Martinez said Fire Chief Diego
Favila gave the all-clear to open
and signed off on all inspections
and corrections that had to be made
tied to the city's swap meet ordi-
nance passed in fall 2019.

Las Palmas had some lingering
fire and municipal code violations

it had to get cleared up before
reopening that it attended to during
the closure, Martinez said.

Some of the new additions
acquired during the closure include
a new public-address sound sys-
tem, Martinez said. He added that
as operations continue, Las Palmas
plans to add more amenities,
included its new restaurant menu,
and a place both onsite and online
where Las Palmas merchandise
like shirts bearing a logo designed
by Mexicali graffiti artist Star27
and sombreros or sun hats can be
purchased.

In coming months, there will
be a new "Storage Wars"-like pub-
lic storage auction taking place. In
the past, vendors could buy from
storage units left unpaid at the site,
but starting in November, Martinez
said the public would be invited to
take part in the auctions as well.

Martinez said there are also
plans in the coming months,
COVID permitting, for city-led
events at the site and he wants to
have some sort of Día De Los
Muertos festival at grounds.

In reopening, Martinez said his
family wanted to give a "huge
shout out."

"It's a family-owned business.
My brothers, sister, mom and dad,
cousins, all helped push this
reopening," Martinez said.
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Like most everywhere else,
events in Holtville and Calexico and
elsewhere in Imperial County were
done a little differently.

"For the last 19 years, we have
always gone to the Finley
Elementary School and had a 9/11
ceremony," Holtville Fire Chief Alex
Silva said Sept. 11.  

This year, to represent the 343
firefighters who gave their lives dur-
ing 9/11, the Holtville Fire
Department placed a flag with the
name of each firefighter on the front
lawn of the fire station and then at the
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
building lawn.

"The (United States) flags at the
park and at the fire station were at

half-staff since sunrise and will be
brought back up at sunset," Silva said
last week. "This is a symbol of
mourning for all the people who lost
their lives that day." 

In Calexico, some of the usual
remembrances were done differently
as well.

Wes Knowlton, a Calexico fire-
fighter and paramedic, said in years
past years, "we normally would start
with a morning Mass. However, this
time, the Knights of Columbus deliv-
ered breakfast. 

"Also, Norma Aguilar and her
family have made homemade dinner
for the Calexico firefighters for the
last 19 years," Knowlton added.
"This year, it (was) delivered and the

firefighters (had) a visit with the
Aguilar family via Zoom."

Command staff and U.S. Navy
personnel had a virtual ceremony on
Sept. 11, webcasting live from the
centrally located flagpole near the
operations center of Naval Air
Facility El Centro at 8 a.m. sharp. No
one was allowed on base during the
ceremony due to COVID, but the 25-
minute ceremony went out live via
the Internet.

Referring to the 343 firefighters
who lost their lives during 9/11,
Holtville Fire Department's Raylene
Tapiceria said, "I can't even imagine
what was running through their
minds or what they were feeling dur-
ing those moments knowing that they

weren't going to make it" out of the
Twin Towers of the World Trade
Center.

Tapiceria, a prevention officer
with the department, Chief Silva and
Firefighter Fabian Ramirez were in
charge of putting out the small U.S.
flags commemorating the 343 fire-
fighters last week.

Knowlton relayed a message to
families who lost loved ones during
9/11:

"We appreciate their sacrifice
and bravery to help others. You
should be proud of that commitment
they gave, and their death is not in
vain," he said. 

Meanwhile, Knowlton and
Tapiceria talked about how local fire
crews were busy this year helping out
their brethren during the countless
wildfires affecting the west.

"Right now, the Imperial Valley

has a taskforce out on deployment of
various agencies from the Valley. …
For Calexico, we sent a wildland
engine along with fire engineer. Also,
a fire captain and three El Centro
firefighters are all currently in
Yucaipa at the Dorado Fire since
Sept. 5," Knowlton said Sept. 11.

Two weeks ago, Tapiceria and a
Holtville crew were at the Carmel
fires. A crew from the county was
calling them for assistance. 

"They were told to leave because
the fire was coming at them. They
(Holtville and crew) made the deter-
mination to assist the other crew that
was in a compromised position and
make a stand and hold the fire,"
Tapiceria said.  

"Afterwards," Tapiceria said, "all
I thought about was my 10-year-old
son."

my2020census.gov                              (844) 330 2020

It's not too late to participate, 
Fill out the Census today! 

9/11...................................from page one
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9/11 “Patriot Day”

A close-up of the American flags posted in the ground in front of the
Holtville Chamber of Commerce building on Sept. 11 shows the names
of each firefighter who lost their life that day. In the center is a flag for
Robert McPadden, who was killed 19 years ago. | CORISSA IBARRA
PHOTO

The front of the Holtville Chamber of Commerce building is shown
Sept. 11 after 343 United States flags were put down to memorialize
those firefighters killed during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on
New York City, Washington, D.C., and in Pennsylvania some 19 years
ago. | ROSIE ALLEGRANZA PHOTO

The digital sign with the message "9/11 REMEMBRANCE" can be
shown in front of the Holtville Chamber of Commerce building on
Sept. 11. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Flags were at half-staff at
Holtville's Holt Park in com-
memoration of the lives lost 19
years ago during Sept. 11, 2001. |
ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO
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PUBLIC NOTICE

1. ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of Holtville
121 West Fifth Street
Holtville, California   92250

Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of the City of Holtville - Water Treatment
Plant Improvements Project will be received by the City of Holtville at 121 West Fifth
Street, Holtville, California  92250 until 2:00 pm (prevailing local time) on Thursday,
November 5, 2020, and then at said office will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

Project Description: The City of Holtville's Water Treatment Plant Improvements include
the following: Install a shade structure over the clarifier/mix media filters; Replacement of
Finish Water Pump Station Motors; Install a baffling system in the 1.5 MG Water Storage
Tank; Finish water piping alignment to allow the water storage tanks to operate in series;
Rehabilitate the 2.4 MG Water Storage Tank with the addition of a Cathodic Protection
System, TTHM System, and recoat of the tank; Replacement of two emergency standby
generators; and Electrical and Controls for Automation.

The work is located in the County of Imperial, State of California.  Proposals shall conform
to the requirements of this Advertisement for Bids, Bidding documents and any addenda
thereto issued in advance of the proposal opening date.

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS, SPECIFICATIONS, AND PLANS may be examined at
the following locations:

City of Holtville The Holt Group, Inc. 
121 West Fifth Street 1601 North Imperial Avenue 
Holtville, CA 92250 El Centro, CA 92243
Phone: (760) 356-2912 Phone: (760) 337-3883
Fax: (760) 356-1863 Fax: (760) 337-5997

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office of The Holt
Group located at 1601 North Imperial Avenue, El Centro, CA 92243 upon the nonre-
fundable payment of $100.00 for each set.  This includes shipping charges.  Technical ques-
tions shall be addressed to The Holt Group - El Centro Office.

A Mandatory Pre-bid Conference for prospective BIDDERS will be held at Water
Treatment Plant, located at 180 E Fourth Street, Holtville, California 92250 at 10:00 am
(prevailing local time), on Thursday, October 1, 2020. To become a qualified Bidder, all
contract documents shall be attained from The Holt Group, and a representative of the
Bidder shall be required to attend and sign the official attendance sheet at the Mandatory
Pre-bid Conference. Due to COVID-19 safety concerns only General Contractors can attend
the Pre-bid conference, and only one (1) representative for each General Contractor can
attend the Pre-bid meeting. All others are to contact The Holt Group to schedule a site visit
at a separate time.

Prospective Bidders shall be licensed Contractors in the State of California and shall be
skilled and regularly engaged in the general class or type of work called for under the
Contract.  Each Bidder shall have a Class A California Contractor's license.

Bid Security: Each Bid must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the Instruction
to Bidders and must be accompanied by a bid bond in the amount of 10% of the bid value.

Disadvantage Business Enterprise: This project is subject to Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) Program requirements in accordance with State of California Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) requirements of this Advertisement for Bids and
other documents listed herein.  All EPA funded or assisted projects performed in the United
States, must comply with the "Good Faith Efforts" described in 40 CFR Part §33.301, and
§33.211; whether by a recipient, sub-recipient, contractor, and/ or sub-contractor; for
design, construction, equipment, services and supplies.  The Contractor is cautioned that
whenever possible, posting solicitations for DBE bids or proposals for a minimum of 30 cal-
endar days before the bid or proposal closing date is required.  The Contractor shall carry
out applicable requirements of 40 CRF part 33 in the award and administration of contracts
awarded under EPA financial assistance agreements. Failure by the Contractor to carry out
these requirements is a material breach of this contract which may result in termination of
this contract or other legally available remedies.

The Contractor shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in
the performance of the contract.

The Contractor acknowledges to and for the benefit of the Purchaser (City of Holtville) and
the State of California that it understands the goods and services under this Agreement are
being funded with monies made available by the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
and/or Drinking Water State Revolving Fund that have statutory requirements commonly
known as "American Iron and Steel;" that requires all of the iron and steel products used in
the project to be produced in the United States ("American Iron and Steel Requirement")
including iron and steel products provided by the Contractor pursuant to this Agreement.
The Contractor hereby represents and warrants to and for the benefit of the Purchaser and
the State that (a) the Contractor has reviewed and understands the American Iron and Steel
Requirement, (b) all of the iron and steel products used in the project will be and/or have
been produced in the United States in a manner that complies with the American Iron and
Steel Requirement, unless a waiver of the requirement is approved, and (c) the Contractor
will provide any further verified information, certification or assurance of compliance with
this paragraph, or information necessary to support a waiver of the American Iron and Steel
Requirement, as may be requested by the Purchaser or the State.  Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Agreement, any failure to comply with this paragraph by the Contractor
shall permit the Purchaser or State to recover as damages against the Contractor any loss,
expense, or cost (including without limitation attorney's fees) incurred by the Purchaser or
State resulting from any such failure (including without limitation any impairment or loss
of funding, whether in whole or in part, from the State or any damages owed to the State by
the Purchaser).  While the Contractor has no direct contractual privity with the State, as a
lender to the Purchaser for the funding of its project, the Purchaser and the Contractor agree
that the State is a third-party beneficiary and neither this paragraph (nor any other provision
of this Agreement necessary to give this paragraph force or effect) shall be amended or
waived without the prior written consent of the State.

Davis-Bacon and Related Acts: This project requires compliance with the Davis-Bacon and
Related Acts and adherence to the current U.S. Department of Labor Wage Decision.  The
Contractor and subcontractors must comply with the minimum rates for wages for laborers
and mechanics as determined by the Secretary of Labor in accordance with the provisions
of the Davis-Bacon Act (DBA) CA140002, dated 08/08/2014, as specified in 29 CFR Parts
1, 3, 5, 6 and 7, and Related Acts.  The Contract provisions and related matters set forth in
29 CFR Part 5- Section 5.5 is hereby made a part of this Contract.  Attention is called to the
fact that not less than the minimum salaries and wages set forth in the Contract Documents
must be paid on this project.  The Wage Decision, including modification, must be posted
by the Contractor on the job site.

This is a Public Works Project subject to the rate of prevailing wages as established by the
California Department of Industrial Relations.  Bidders are notified that the higher of either
the Davis-Bacon or the State prevailing wage rate shall apply.  All contractors and subcon-
tractors who bid or work on a public works project must register and pay an annual fee to
the State of California, Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) per SB 854.   No contrac-
tor or subcontractor may be listed on a bid proposal for a public works project unless reg-
istered with the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor Code section 1725.5
[with limited exceptions from this requirement for bid purposes only under Labor Code sec-
tion 1771.1(a)].  No contractor or subcontractor may be awarded a contract for public work
on a public works project unless registered with the Department of Industrial Relations pur-
suant to Labor Code section 1725.5.  This project is subject to compliance monitoring and
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  All contractors and subcontractors
must furnish electronic certified payroll records directly to the Labor Commissioner (aka
California Division of Labor Standards Enforcement). 

The awarding body must post or require the prime contractor to post job site notices pre-
scribed by regulation. (See 8 Calif. Code Reg. §16451(d) for the notice that previously was
required for projects monitored by the CMU.)

September 11, 2020       
_____________________________

(Date) (Owner's Signature) 

Legal 8985
Publish:  September 17, 24, 2020

Alamo.............................................from page one
according to city staff reports.

If the city does receive grant
funding from CNRA, it will com-
bine it with both local funding
options to complete the proposed
recreational trail in about two
years, Galvan stated in the report.

A majority of renovations
include repairing the trestle
bridge and installing pedestrian
decking for the trail to connect to
the Pete Mellinger Alamo River
Trail. Landscaping, benches, and
signage is also planned to be
installed along the trail pathway
leading up to the trestle bridge,
planning reports note.

The proposed trail would
flow into the existing Alamo
River Trail, which runs under-
neath the bridge and connects to
Palm Avenue on one side and
Earl Walker County Park on the
other.

The city hopes the trails will
ultimately connect to the
Holtville wetlands, according to
city planning reports. 

The city's trestle bridge proj-
ect was first approved to move
past the proposal phase into
round two of the grant applica-
tion process by CNRA early this
year, Galvan stated in his report. 

A virtual site visit was attend-
ed by representatives of the state
agency, city staff and members of
the Holt Group on July 7 in order
to conduct phase two of the
application process. The virtual
visit consisted of a PowerPoint
presentation highlighting con-
nectivity between the existing
Alamo River Trail and the pro-
posed Holtville Alamo Wetlands,
according to city planning
reports. 

"CNRA conducted various
virtual site visits throughout the
state and has further refined the
applicant pool," Galvan noted in
his project report. 

The third phase of the
Recreational Trails and Gateway
Grant application process
requires the city to submit addi-
tional documents to CNRA
including environmental compli-
ance, funding plan, site control,

timeline, consultation with the
California Conservation Corps
and a resolution from the City
Council approving the applica-
tion, which the council has since
adopted. 

"All documents submitted
will then be reviewed by CNRA
and recommendations for fund-
ing are submitted by CNRA staff
to the California Secretary for
Natural Resources," Galvan
explained in the city's planning
report. "Upon approval by the
Secretary, grant awards are then
announced for successful appli-
cants."

In looking toward the future,
Wells has mentioned that
although repairing the trestle
bridge to make it walkable is the
short-term plan, a long-term
vision for the city would be to
have a side road available from
the bridge to lead from the
Barbara Worth Country Club to
the city to allow golf carts to
travel safely into Holtville.

Also Approved: Sewer
Service COVID-19 Relief 

In an effort to provide small
businesses with some economic
relief during the pandemic, the
city also approved a resolution
that would allow any Holtville-
based for-profit and nonprofit
businesses with 15 or fewer
employees the opportunity to
waive monthly sewer service
charges during the duration of the
COVID-19 economic shutdown,

according to city manager
reports. 

"Although several have
recently been able to reopen in
some capacity, many of those
establishments remain shuttered
with little or no revenue stream,"
Wells explained in his report to
the council. 

To qualify, all eligible busi-
nesses must have a current valid
Holtville business license, must
have experienced a loss of
income due to the COVID-19
shutdown on or after March 17
that resulted in hardships in pay-
ing bills to local utility service
provided between March 17 and
reopening, according to the
report.

"As the number of affected
businesses is not large, minimal
loss of revenue to the sewer
fund" is expected for the city,
according to Wells' report. 

Applicants' average monthly
water usage must not exceed
6,000 gallons and businesses
must not have received other
funding under the federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act or similar
sources that provide for utility
assistance, the resolution out-
lined. 

For more information on how
to apply contact the city of
Holtville at 760-356-2912.

BWCC..................from page one
successful, not just open."

Mejorado explained how the
club's convention center for
events, which held up to 700 peo-
ple, was often one of the most
profitable parts of the Country
Club, exceeding both the hotel and
dining sectors of the facility. 

"This room was our money
maker," Mejorado said. "It was
very lucrative. We were booked
every weekend." 

Unfortunately, as the pandem-
ic struck the Imperial Valley,
Mejorado also faced financial
hardship when he discovered the
110-acre partial property was in
default of a $3.5 million loan that
dated back to 2012, prior to when
Mejorado took ownership of the
club in 2018. 

"It's not a little bit of money,
it's $3.5 million, but we paid it
off," Mejorado said. "We took care
of it, but then it was during
COVID, so it didn't make it any
easier on me." 

Despite Mejorado's payment
to the bank having stopped the
property from heading to the pub-
lic auction block in June, the pan-
demic continued to have a tight
financial grip on the club's ability
to raise profits throughout the
summer months. 

At the moment, the only regu-
larly open portion of the club is its
hotel, which has recently changed
names to include "Ramada by
Wyndham," after Mejorado suc-
cessfully pursued a franchise
agreement with one of the largest
hotel chains in the country.

"Wyndham does help a bit, but
remember, we're a resort,"
Mejorado said. "We are made for
traveling." 

Additional measures were also
put in place to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus at the resort
hotel, including a three-day quar-
antine of recently used rooms that
cannot be reserved until cleared,
Mejorado explained. Also, the
club's golf course has implement-
ed guidelines requiring only one
person per golf cart and no more
than four players per hole,
Mejorado said. 

Most recently the club was

able to bring in some familiar
faces as dove-hunting guests
returned to the resort at the start of
September to carry out their annu-
al tradition despite the ongoing
pandemic.

"Generations of dove hunters
have been coming and staying
here," Mejorado's business man-
ager Rogers said. 

Despite some returning
tourists, Mejorado has had to
reduce staff size to adapt to the
continued closure of the club's
indoor events and bar. 

"We cut off a lot of employ-
ees," Mejorado said. "It really
hurts me to let some of the guys go
or cut their hours, but we have to,
and they'll come back as soon as
we are ready." 

Although the club is permitted
to hold outdoor events with social-
distancing measures in place, the
Imperial Valley heat has made the
idea of opening up seem unrealis-
tic, explained Mejorado. 

"It was hard enough before,
now imagine with COVID," he
said. "It's a trickle effect, no
income, less workers, worse
course … to keep a golf course
looking good, not excellent but
good, takes at least six workers." 

In the meantime, Mejorado
and his business manager are
holding out hope for the Valley's
cool fall weather to come as
quickly as possible so they can
start utilizing their outdoor dining
patio for events they've been plan-
ning all summer. 

"I think we are going to do a
little more of the outdoor festivi-
ties," Mejorado said.

Beyond the October music
festival, the country club is con-
sidering movie night on the golf
course, a mud run and possibly a
revitalization of the Holtville Rib
Cook-off at the resort, he said.

The dates for the music festi-
val and other outdoor events
planned at the club will be
announced in the coming weeks.
For more information on the
Barbara Worth Country Club and
its upcoming events, contact the
country club at 760-356-5800.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-457
The following person is conducting
business as:
Love of Mine Children Boutique
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Viridiana Rosales
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251

This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Viridiana Rosales, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common

Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 19, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
August 18, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6380        
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-454
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Pacific Genetics International
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 387
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Imperial Valley Milling Co.
250 E Fifth St.

Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C1863707
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Fred Fabre, Secretary
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common

Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 18, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
August 17, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8979       
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:

Rio Vista St. from Holt Ave. to Heil Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project

No. CML-5958 (106); County Project No. 6365

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8982 Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Re-Release of the
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material

Testing Services for:
Winterhaven Drive Over California Wasteway, Bridge No. 58C-
0094, Seismic Retrofit Project in Imperial County; Federal Aid
Project No. BHLSZD-5958(014); County Project No. 58C-0094

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. October 2, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8984 Publish: Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:

Rio Vista St. from San Diego Ave. to Holt Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project

No. CML-5958 (105); County Project No. 6321

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8981 Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE



"The U.S. Navy has always faced
challenges" but stood, Perkins said,
with "the same readiness and
resolve (with which the nation)
faced the fire on 9/11 and rushed
toward the sound of the explosions
to pull people from the wreckage."
The nation remained steadfast with
"the same resolve we as a Navy
showed in fighting the hellacious
conditions aboard USS Bonhomme
Richard to save that ship," Perkins
said, referring to the July 12 sus-
pected arson fire started aboard the
ship ported in San Diego.
"Or that our Navy firefighters are
facing today standing shoulder to
shoulder alongside Imperial
County firefighters helping the

state as wildfires rage and threaten
lives," he said.
"The same resolve our security
force shows every single day,
standing the post in near 120-
degree heat, keeping us all safe,"
Perkins continued. "The same
resolve every Navy spouse shows
for their loved ones deployed
around the world.
"And the same resolve we must all
show to prevent the spread (and
bring about) the eventual defeat of
the novel coronavirus pandemic
which still impacts our local com-
munity and around the nation,"
Perkins added.
The base ceremony, some seven
miles west of El Centro, got under-

way at 8 a.m. sharp under overcast
skies, darkened by cloud cover and
the smoke from the Valley Fire
burning in San Diego County.
A somber event, emcee U.S. Navy
Command Master Chief Eric
Hubert reminded those watching
live via Facebook of the lives lost
19 years ago, including the 2,996
people killed when 19 terrorists
hijacked four airliners, crashing
two into the north and south towers
of the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and
a fourth plane that passengers
bravely took back from the hijack-
ers and downed in a field near
Shanksville township in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania.
Hubert reminded that some 6,000
people were injured that day, and
that America was not alone in its
suffering.
"This was not an attack on the
United States, it was an attack on
innocent people around the world,"
he said, adding that citizens from
90 countries lost their lives on
American soil on 9/11.
Hubert added "today we mourn"
the 343 firefighters who lost their
lives in the attacks, including one
chaplain, two paramedics and 72
law enforcement officers.
Base chaplain, Lt. Chancellor
Jenkins, provided a spiritual mes-
sage with both the invocation to
open the ceremony and a benedic-
tion that closed the proceedings,
which was followed by the playing
of "Taps" by the NAF El Centro
Honor Guard member Petty Officer
1st Class Ehrmar Macaraeg.
"Thou art with us … our prayer
remains, stand beside us, and guide
us, through the night, with your
light, from above," Jenkins said,
drawing from the lyrics of the
national anthem, "Star Spangled
Banner."
The ceremony lasted about 25 min-
utes in all.
One of the more powerful
moments was base personnel read-
ing off the 31 names of U.S. Navy
servicemen and women who were
killed in the attack on the Pentagon
in D.C.
Additionally, Petty Officer 1st
Class Cody Bowman recounted the

timeline of the tragic events of
9/11.
"At zero 846, the first plane struck
the North Tower (of the World
Trade Center)," Bowman said.
"Seventeen minutes later, at zero 9
zero 3, the second plane struck the
South Tower.
"Fifty-one minutes later," he said,
"at zero 937, Flight 77 struck the
Pentagon. At zero 959 … the South
Tower fell.

"Four minutes later," at 10:03 a.m.,
"Flight 93 crashed near
Shanksville, Penn.," Bowman said.
"At 1028, the North World Trade
Center Tower fell."
Capt. Perkins summed up the cere-
mony and the day best, when he
said, "This was an attack on our
homeland, against our nature …
Today, we remember those lost that
day (and) draw inspiration the way
we continue to carry that torch."
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NAF 9/11..........................................................................from page one

With emcee U.S. Navy Command Master Chief Eric Hubert
standing at the center, Navy personnel stationed at Naval Air
Facility El Centro salute during the playing of "Taps" to memo-
rialize those who lost their lives during Sept. 11, 2001, during a
9/11 ceremony at the base Friday morning.  VIDEO SCREEN CAP-
TURE

A member of the Naval Air Facility El Centro Honor Guard, Petty
Officer 1st Class Ehrmar Macaraeg, plays "Taps" to memorialize
those who died 19 years ago during the 9/11 attacks during a cer-
emony at the base on the morning of Sept. 11 west of El
Centro. VIDEO SCREEN CAPTURE
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