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Pentagonal Brewing Co.Takes
Over Bar, Restaurant at
Barbara Worth Country Club

Salton Sea Subject of First Federal
Hearing in Two Decades

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Should the Salton Sea be left
to dry up?

It's the question one con-
gressman asked during the first
U.S. Congressional hearing about
the Salton Sea since 1997, which
also included political jabs about
climate change and COVID-19.

State and federal representa-
tives came together to talk about
the federal government's obliga-
tion at the receding sea during the
Sept. 24 Water, Oceans, and
Wildlife hearing, a subcommittee
of the U.S. House of

Representatives' Natural
Resources Committee. 

As California Natural
Resources Agency Director
Wade Crowfoot and others point-
ed out during the hearing, the
federal government is a major
landowner at the Salton Sea,
through the U.S. Department of
Interior's Bureau of Reclamation
and Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Army Corps of Engineers
is the permitting agency for some
projects at the sea.

The federal government's
"partnership with California to
stabilize the sea is essential,"
Crowfoot said. "It's essential

because the sea provides incom-
parable habitat on the Pacific
Flyway, which is the largest
migration of life on the planet.
It's particularly important
because California has lost
approximately 97 percent of its
wetlands in the last 200 years, but
perhaps more important because
a receding sea worsens air quali-
ty. That is a major public health
crisis in Imperial and Riverside
counties, to tens of thousands of
Californians and, of course,
Americans."

Continued on page 6

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Both the bar and restaurant at
Barbara Worth Country Club are
now under the operation and
management of Pentagonal
Brewing Co., which closed up
operations in Imperial and have
permanently moved to Holtville.

The first day of business was
to be Oct. 1, with doors opening
at 4 p.m.

"It's going to be great. We've
got a brewing company that's
going to handle the running of the
bar and do steaks. … I'm excited.
I think it's a great marriage. It's
going to be good for us and good 

Continued on page 8

The Pentagonal Brewing Co. sign hangs in the bar area
of the Barbara Worth Country Cub resort, which was
to reopen to business Oct. 1. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO 

Holtville High Works to
Keep Students Engaged

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

At this time last year, the stu-
dents and faculty of Holtville
High School could be seen in the
hallways or walkways running to
get to their classes, the parking
lots full of vehicles.  

However, that is clearly not
the case this year as COVID has
forced Holtville High, like all
schools in Imperial County, into
distance learning, so school offi-
cials have to find new and inno-
vative ways to engage students
and make them feel connected to
campus.

One tool being used to
engage Holtville High students is 

Continued on page 2

The receding Salton Sea is shown from its western edge near the community of
Desert Shores in this July 2020 photo.  GETSOMEPHOTO

Imperial County nursing
homes had problems
before COVID-19

A screen capture from the most recent Viking Times Podcast meant
to keep students and staff engaged during distance learning shows:
top row (from left to right) Mrs. Duarte (co-ASB advisor), Mrs.
Arevalo (co-ASB advisor), Mr. Johnston (dean of students/athletic
director); middle row: Mr. Arevalo (principal), Ms. Velarde (ASB
co-commissioner of spirit), Mr. Smith (government/economics
teacher); bottom row: Ms. Iniguez and Ms. Gonzalez (both ASB
co-commissioners of spirit). | VIDEO SCREEN CAPTURE

A sign along a walkway at Valley Convalescent Center
in El Centro asks people to maintain social distancing,
June 2020. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

BY JENNIFER BOWMAN

Before they battled major
coronavirus outbreaks, Imperial
County's nursing homes had track
records riddled with infection
control issues, inadequate
staffing and low facility ratings.

Some violations were more
dire: In 2016, staff at Imperial
Heights Healthcare and Wellness
Centre in Brawley waited 12
hours to inform a hospital that
one of its transported residents

may have ingested hand sanitizer. 
The 82-year-old woman died

of acute ethanol intoxication. The
facility was fined $6,000.

Now, as COVID-19 sweeps
across the U.S. and devastates
nursing homes, studies are find-
ing correlations between the
severity of facilities' outbreaks
and their quality of care.

A September report found the 

Continued on page 8



BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Three lawsuits have been
filed against Imperial County
over feedlot expansion plans for
Heber-based El Toro Exports.

Comite Civico Del Valle, the
Heber Public Utility District and
Scaroni Properties have each
filed petitions for writs of man-
date against the county, calling
on the expansion to stop until fur-
ther environmental impacts are
looked into.

Comite Civico Del Valle is a
nonprofit focused on environ-
mentally responsible develop-
ment and environmental justice.

It filed its writ Sept. 11.
Scaroni Properties, owned by

Linda Rossi and Steve Scaroni,
has interest in the case because
Scaroni owns and manages land
in the immediate vicinity of the
expansion project. Scaroni
Properties also filed Sept. 11.

The Heber Public Utility
District provides water, sewer,
solid waste and parks services in
Heber, and whose constituents
and ratepayers are affected by the
project approval, according to the
district's writ filed Sept. 14.

The project "poses various
significant environmental
impacts including, but not limited
to, air-quality and greenhouse gas

emissions, and threatens public
health and human safety,"
according to the court filing from
Comite Civico Del Valle. 

Each of the lawsuits ask that
the project's approval be voided,
pending full compliance with
environmental regulations, and
that the company halt any action
to expand the feedlot for now.

On Aug. 11, the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
voted 5-0 to approve an expan-
sion plan for the El Toro Export's
feedlot expansion after nearly an
hour and a half of discussion and
debate by agriculture producers
and interested parties.

At that meeting, supervisors
considered pushing the issue to a
later meeting or even sending the
project back to the Imperial
County Planning Commission,
before ultimately voting to
approve a zone change and miti-
gated negative declaration, which
states there will be minimal
impacts on the surrounding envi-
ronment.

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors discussed two of
the suits during closed session at
its Sept. 22 board meeting. No
reportable action was taken.

County Public Information
Officer Linsey Dale replied in an
email that the county is aware of
the suits, but she added that con-
sidering this is active litigation,
there is no comment that can be
provided at this time.

The El Toro expansion proj-
ect includes two phases. The first
would add 9,000 cattle to the
feedlot site in an area where
Bermuda grass currently grows.
The second phase includes an
additional 8,000 head of cattle in
the area where the feedlot now
houses its composting operation.

All three lawsuits claim the
county violated the California
Environmental Quality Act by
approving the mitigated negative
declaration instead of pushing for
a full environmental impact
review.

An EIR is done if the initial
study of a project identifies one 

Continued on page 3
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Week of September 28th

Madness: A Bipolar Life
(Originally aired on November 2016)

“Madness will push you anywhere it wants. It never tells you
where you’re going, or why. It tells you it doesn’t matter, it persuades

you. It dangles something sparkly before you, shimmering like that
water patch on the road up ahead. You will drive until you find it, the

treasure, the thing you most desire.”
–Marya Hornbacher, Madness: A Bipolar Life

Marya Hornbacher
Author, Professor and Journalist

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 28 de septiembre

Diario de Una Joven Bipolar
(Originalmente transmitido en octubre 2016)

Un gran libro que nos introduce al lado desconocido del trastorno
bipolar, desde la perspectiva personal de la persona quien fue 
diagnosticado desde muy temprana edad. La autora nos da un 

recuento del día a día, de como es vivir con esta enfermedad. Milza
Lopez, nos hablara de su experiencias personales de vivir con el

trastorno de Bipolar

Milza Lopez
Autora y fotógrafa

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

OCT. 01: Eric Lyerly, Jewell Vencill†, Terri Schaffner, Rose Patzloff, 
Ladonna Hieber
OCT. 02: Audriana Baro, Hans Vogel, Paula A. Cook
OCT. 03: Susi Realmuto Mitchell, Russell Immel
OCT. 04: Colbey Ethan Groom, Joanne Bornt, Helen Chavez, Dennis 
Downs, Rudy Schaffner
OCT. 05: Brian Claverie, Katie Stacey, Jessica Lorensen Gaucin, Jeff 
Von Flue, Melissa Johnson Benefield, Emma Maureen Lyon  
OCT. 06: Aiden Lyerly, Kelsey Dee Thompson, Sevin James Hilfiker, 
Timothy J. Walters, Micheal Monahan, David Velasco, Michael 
Ludwig†
OCT. 07: Samuel Aragon, Minerva Gallaher, Amaris Rothfleisch, 
Autumn Plourd, Frank Van Der Linden III

Anniversaries

OCT. 01: Mr & Mrs. Gio Cotero
OCT. 02: Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Vasquez
OCT. 04: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Vogel
OCT. 05: Mr. & Mrs. Buck DePaoli
OCT. 06: Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Kennedy
OCT. 07: Mr. & Mrs. Emil Schaffner

If  you can’t find our
newspaper, call us for a 

subscription only 
$42.00/a year!

Call us at 

760-339-3899

High School........from page one

Viking Times "podcasts." Via
Facebook, Holtville High has
been having weekly video pre-
sentations to gather and deliver
information and keep students
and staff informed on latest news
and updates.  

Recently, Viking Times
Podcast No. 5 covered a variety
of topics, including synergy
glitch, g mail account changes,
athletic packages, 9/11 presenta-
tion, attendance matters, CSF
applications, yellow ribbon posi-
tive quote, deficiency notices,
higher education week, and much
more.

The team on the podcast usu-
ally consists of Holtville High's
principal, Anthony Arevalo,
Associated Student Body com-
missioners and advisors, Dean of
Students/Athletic Director, C.J.
Johnston, and sometimes special
guests or speakers.

Behind the scenes, each par-
ticipant comes together at 2 p.m.
every Friday for the recording of
their individual video. The videos
are edited together over the
weekend are made available on
Facebook as well as Instagram
the following Monday.  

Arevalo, who has been princi-
pal at the high school going on
four years, said he tries to join all
the podcast meetings and provide
an update on major occurrences
such as deficiencies or technical
issues that students may be hav-
ing.  

"The majority of the podcast
is covered by the ASB students,"
Arevalo said. "The ASB students
are a group of students who rep-
resent the entire student body.

Lately, we have been bringing in
new teachers, and the ASB co-
commissioners to interview
them." 

An Update on Distance
Learning

"Our model (for distance
learning) is very interesting for
high school," Arevalo said.  

From 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
students have seven 30-minute
periods live with teachers.  

Lunch is from 12:30 p.m. to 1
p.m. From 1 to 2 p.m. teachers
are available online to provide
tutoring assistance to students, he
said. 

The teachers assign 20 min-
utes of independent work per stu-
dent which may consist of read-
ing, watching a video, project,
etc.  

"One of our biggest chal-
lenges," Arevalo said, "is dealing
with the unknown in terms of
technology. We have had
instances in which certain
Internet providers are down
which has led to some students
and teachers having glitches with
their meetings. Our hope is that
teachers, students, and parents
continue to work together during
this difficult and strange time in
education."  

Arevalo emphasized, "Please
don't hesitate to contact us at
Holtville High School if we may
be of any assistance." 

Arevalo gave thanks to the
teachers for all the work that they
are doing during this time.  

"They are going above and
beyond … we appreciate all their
efforts."

A screen capture from the Vikings Times Podcast on Facebook is
shown. | VIDEO SCREEN CAPTURE

Trio of Suits Filed Against Imperial
County to Halt El Toro Expansion 

El Toro Export's cattle feed yard can be seen facing south onto
land in the background that will be the site of an expansion of the
operation in the future. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO



BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Who owns the water from the
Colorado River that comes into
the Imperial Valley?

It's a question that divided the
Imperial Irrigation District
Division 2 runoff candidates in a
forum hosted by the San Diego
State University-Imperial Valley
Borderlands Institute on Sept 26. 

Candidates Ryan Childers
and J.B. Hamby are in a Nov. 3
runoff to succeed current
Division 2 IID Director Bruce
Kuhn, who lost his re-election
bid during the March primary. 

Childers spoke of his experi-
ence as a reason to elect him
while fellow challenger Hamby
zeroed in on his preparation and
having traveled along the
Colorado River to discover the
issues facing the region.

Each touted their beliefs in
the opening remarks during the
forum.

"The IID is one of this com-
munity's most important institu-
tions," Childers said. "The issues
they face are complex and they
are of great importance to all of
us. That's why I think it's impor-
tant that we elect leaders that
have the experience and vision to
lead the IID and move it forward.

"I believe I bring that experi-
ence and vision to this election. I
believe that my experience as a
lawyer and my education as an
accountant will help me be a
more effective IID board mem-
ber, and I believe that my 12
years as a school board member,
working with other board mem-
bers in a collaborative way and
making progress on a variety of
important issues to our communi-
ty, make me uniquely qualified to
serve in this capacity as an IID
board member.

"Beyond that, I am a parent of
two children, William and
Abigail, who are now 12 and 9
years old," Childers added. "I
have a vested interest in seeing
that there is opportunity for them

to return to here in our communi-
ty. Without the economic devel-
opment that the IID can help
spur, without a secure water
resource, without the protection
of our water rights, without a
clean environment, without the
Salton Sea that isn't emitting
8,000 tons of dust into the air as
it did this last year and it's
expected to go to 20,000 tons in
the next four years, then this is
not going to be the type of place
our young people are going to
want to return to. 

"But I believe if we have the
right leadership on the IID board
we can make a difference on
these important issues, but it's
going to take somebody with the
right experience, the right vision,
and the ability to collaborate with
the other four board members to
get important things done,"
Childers said.

Hamby trumpeted his knowl-
edge of the issues in his opening
remarks.

"Imperial Valley is the single
largest user on the Colorado
River, and the challenges we're
facing on the river are attempts to
move water from primarily rural
communities to continued
sprawling growth in other areas
across the Colorado River basin,
effectively destroying opportuni-
ties and quality of life across the
river for these communities,"
Hamby said. "It's important that
we have a long-term vision there
about keeping our water in our
Valley and cooperating with oth-
ers in those situations.

"... On issues of power, now
we're in the coronavirus pandem-
ic, and just for context both San
Diego County Water Authority
and Coachella Valley Water
District, some of our neighboring
districts, have either had pro-
posed rate increases that they've
scaled back or they've signifi-
cantly reduced their budgets
through efficiencies so they're
not taking out a credit card on the
backs of ratepayers and so we're
protecting everybody, especially
their wallets, in a time of this
pandemic when they can't afford
higher power bills. 

"And then on the Salton Sea
and New River issues, these are
long emergencies we've experi-
enced, 80 years in the case of the
New River and 17 years in the
case of the Salton Sea," Hamby
said. "We have federal protec-
tions when it comes to clean
water across the country and
clean air as well, and those are
both being violated in Imperial
Valley. … What's in the New
River today ends up in our lungs
tomorrow as the sea declines,
recedes and all that toxic dust
gets blown into the air and lungs
like mine for those who have

asthma. It's going to create a hor-
rific situation that makes
Imperial Valley a less desirable
place with a lessened quality of
life. And everything is down-
stream of water in Imperial
Valley. That's why I'm running
for IID, to keep our water here,
because at the end of the day,
water is life."

When asked who owns the
Colorado River water in the
Valley, the two were divided. 

"IID holds the water right in
trust for the users within its serv-
ice area, so that includes all of
us," Childers said.

Hamby disagreed, saying,
"No one really owns it. We all
know that it's a public resource so
it's a resource for use in Imperial
Valley. We should not be selling
it to other places because that's
been so devastating to Imperial
Valley, most specifically at the
Salton Sea. ... 

"IID has a contract," he
added. "Those who need it in
Imperial Valley have a right to
service. That's simply the way it
works."

Childers, in his next
response, rebutted Hamby's
response. 

"If no one owns it, what's to
stop someone from coming in
and taking it," Childers said.

Hamby doubled down on his
response about not selling water
to other users outside of the
Imperial Valley.

The full forum can be viewed
on YouTube
https://youtu.be/6bm2PKRscpw

STAFF REPORT

San Diego State University-
Imperial Valley campus' all-time
record for full-time equivalent
students attending classes has
been shattered this semester,
according to newly released uni-
versity census figures.  

The census shows SDSU-
Imperial Valley now has full-time
equivalent students (FTES) of
873.95, up from the record set
last year at 829. FTES is figured
by taking the total number of
credit hours for which students
are enrolled and dividing by 15.
The previous campus high FTES
of 791.2 was set in 2015. 

"We can all celebrate these
numbers today," SDSU-Imperial
Valley Dean Gregorio Ponce stat-
ed in a press release. "They are a
sign that the hard work we are
doing to grow the opportunities
our campus offers students and
the Valley are working."

SDSU-Imperial Valley's con-
tinued growth is even more
impressive when compared to
other colleges within the univer-
sity. 

In a message to the campus,
Ponce wrote, "We celebrate, too,
in comparison with all the other
colleges, that SDSU-IV showed
the largest growth at 105.4 per-
cent. … A big thank you and a
bigger felicidades to all of you
for this great accomplishment!" 

The increase in FTES comes
as the campus continues the work
of implementing an ambitious
goal of doubling total SDSU-
Imperial Valley enrollment to
2,000 students over the next five
years. To that end, the campus

has added full-time, four-year
degree programs, advanced
degree programs and other offer-
ings. 

This fall, the campus added a
full-time freshman psychology
program following the start of a
full-time freshman criminal jus-
tice program in 2019. It had been
nearly a decade since full-time
bachelor's degree programs were
offered at SDSU-Imperial Valley.

In addition to the freshman
courses, the campus hired as its
new Associate Dean for
Academics Mark Wheeler, the
immediate past President of the
SDSU University Senate, to help
expand the local academic offer-
ings. It also added two new facul-
ty positions and enhanced servic-
es to assist students attending
courses on virtual platforms. 

The increase in FTES is even
more impressive because it
reflects students' dedication to
getting a university education at a
time when almost all instruction
has had to move to virtual plat-
forms due to the pandemic. 

And while many universities
have lost students because of the
shift to virtual learning, SDSU-
Imperial Valley's head count of
1,064 is just one down from
2019's record enrollment.  

Meanwhile, SDSU-Imperial
Valley students continue to enjoy,
though virtually, small class
sizes, an outstanding global fac-
ulty, research opportunities for
students and internships.
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El Toro................from page two
or more significant impacts

on the environment that cannot
be mitigated to a less-than-signif-
icant level. An EIR considers the
potential impact and mitigation
measures, as well as alternatives
to the project that would not
cause those impacts.

While each lawsuit calls for
the Imperial County Superior
Court to void the approval for the
feedlot expansion, there are dif-
ferent reasons in each suit.

The Heber Public Utility
District and Scaroni Properties
suits cite a lack of public engage-
ment in the process due to Gov.
Gavin Newsom's stay-at-home
order for the Valley during the
project's review period. The
HPUD lawsuit also includes
noise and traffic circulation con-
cerns in addition to health issues
for people living around the proj-
ect site.

Both the Comite Civico Del
Valle and Scaroni Properties law-
suits point out that the county
board didn't consider conditions
placed on the feedlot in 2007
when the feedlot had gone
through a zone change to allow
for composting onsite.

Those two suits also point out
that no analysis was provided for
the relocated composting activi-
ties, which amounts to improper

project "piecemealing."
The Scaroni Properties suit is

the only one to address the poten-
tial impact to the value of the
agricultural land in the area.

The land is remaining in agri-
culture, according to the lawsuit,
but "this is misleading and fails
to analyze the significant differ-
ence between a grass crop and a
cattle feedlot. ... Simply stating
that the land will be in the gener-
al category of agriculture is insuf-
ficient. 

"... Major buyers such as
McDonalds, Yum Brands and
many other buyers of leafy
greens who supply grocery, food
service and schools, all require a
minimum one-mile buffer radius
of any cattle feedlot operation.
Some retail and food service
retailers have created internal
protocols that call for a two-mile
buffer as an added precaution.
Expanding a feedlot, given these
limitations on fruit and vegetable
production, significantly impacts
neighboring agriculture by limit-
ing not only the crops that can be
grown, but the value of land for
local owners as a result," reads
the Scaroni lawsuit. "This impact
on agriculture and health was not
analyzed by the board."

SDSU-IV Exceeds Enrollment
Records - Again

IID Div. 2: Candidates Childers,
Hamby Square Off in Forum

RYAN 
CHILDERS
FILE PHOTO

JB HAMBY
FILE PHOTO



Holtville Tribune Thursday, October 1, 2020 PAGE 4

my2020census.gov                              (844) 330 2020

It's not too late to participate, 
Fill out the Census today! 

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Shipping containers may soon
dot an area in Salton City, the site of
a new cannabis cultivation industrial
facility.

A conditional use permit for the
three-phase project was approved by
the Imperial County Planning
Commission on Sept. 23. The facility
would include on-site cultivation,
harvesting, curing, packaging and
bulk product sale.

And it has the potential for
investing in restoration at the Salton
Sea, said Nathan White, chief execu-
tive officer of Agess, the company
preparing the project. 

Agess, or Alternative Generating

Energy & Sustainable Solutions,
works on environmental restoration,
residential development, and indus-
trial development. The goal, accord-
ing to the company's website, is to
make "a global difference by taking
actions at the Salton Sea. No matter
how big or small the project is, our
main goal is to manage and create
innovative projects that will better
the environment."

The project was developed as a
potential funding source for some of
Agess' environmental restoration
efforts, White said.

Those restoration efforts current-
ly include a Desert Shores restoration
project, Salton City dust mitigation
efforts and importing sea water to the
Salton Sea.

There were a few reasons to
choose the Salton City area, he said.
It's close to areas like San Diego, Los
Angeles, and Coachella, but develop-
ing in the Imperial Valley area also
has the benefit of bringing in tax dol-
lars to an area where it could really
benefit the community.

While early stages of the project
may be built by Agess, the company
is looking for funding partners to
build and operate the cannabis facili-
ty, he said. It's just about finding the
right partner that will be responsible
and fair with the operation.

The concept, for Agess, is to cre-
ate turnkey operations that could
benefit and fund restoration at the
Salton Sea, he added. They started
with a cannabis facility because it's

the most complex type of permit.
"If we can crack that nut, every-

thing else falls in place," he said. "It
takes building a self-sufficient econ-
omy to really expand. Once you have
a product and you're making a profit,
everything else comes together."

The project includes three phas-
es. Phase one of the project will
include 640 square feet of cultivation
area consisting of five shipping con-
tainers and associated work includ-
ing utilities. 

Phase two would be an addition-
al 1,600 square feet of cultivation
area consisting of 11 shipping con-
tainers. 

Phase three includes three 24-
foot by 204-foot greenhouses, one
detached shipping container unit for

water treatment, a detached water
tank and a secured garage.

Imperial County has created per-
mitted locations - the Gateway of the
Americas and Keystone Planning
Area specific plan areas  - but other
light and medium industrial zones
and medium and heavy commercial
zones throughout the unincorporated
area of Imperial County can be uti-
lized if the builder gets a conditional
use permit.

The county also allows for
indoor cultivation, manufacturing,
virtual retail with delivery, physical
medicinal with delivery, testing labo-
ratories and wholesale distribution
within the unincorporated areas as
permitted.

Co. Looking to Grow Cannabis at Salton City Facility



BY ELIZABETH VILLA

When the governor gave the
go-ahead to open barbershops in
an outdoor-only capacity several
weeks ago, Holtville barbershops
opted out, especially because
temperatures were well above
105 degrees.  

But late last month, barber-
shops were among some of the
last businesses to be able to open
their doors and let in customers.
Of course, that included many
restrictions, such as social dis-
tancing and temperature checks,
and other demands required to re-
open.

Holtville businesses gladly
obliged in order to start doing
business again. Here are a few of
their stories.  

Park View Barber Shop
As you come into Park View

Barber Shop, 528 Holt Ave., you
are welcomed and asked how
they can help you. 

After checking that certain
restrictions are met, they will
either ask you to take a seat
inside or outside to meet the dis-
tancing requirement. They also
might ask if you can come back
in 20 to 30 minutes depending on
the distancing requirement.  

Barber Claudia Gutierrez has
a container labelled "new capes
and aprons" on top of her styling
station.  

"I change the disposable cape
and apron each time I get another
customer," Gutierrez said.

Park View hours of operation
are weekdays from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.  

Gutierrez works another job
in the morning and works at the
barbershop in the afternoon.  

"I don't know what I would
have done without that income,"
she said.

Within a 30- to 45-minute
span, Gutierrez attended two cus-
tomers.  

"The business is slow, and I
tend to believe that people are
still afraid of the virus," she
noted. 

Roberto Barraza, one of
Gutierrez's first customers three
years ago, was at the shop getting

a trim recently.  
"Today, I am getting a skin

fade with Claudia, my main bar-
ber," Barraza said. "I was cutting
my own hair at home when they
were not open. The difference is
that it is a cleaner cut and easier
to maintain. … I can call her at
any time. If she is busy at home,
she will be here for me."  

Another Park View customer,
Jose Niebla, was headed to Ace
Hardware when he saw the "bar-
ber" sign and decided to check it
out.   

"My barber from Calexico
got another job and doesn't have
time to cut my hair anymore,"
Niebla said. 

Gutierrez said Park View
takes both walk-ins and appoint-
ments, and is maintaining strict
standards of cleanliness and sani-
tation required by the county
Public Health Department. 

"People are very happy and
say it is a good thing we are
cleaning (between customers),"
she said. "We are doing our part
to keep the barber shop open,
especially after being closed for
six months."  

Holtville Cuts & Fades
Barber Shop

Just a block away from Park
View is Holtville Cuts & Fades
Barber Shop, located at 136 W.
5th St.

Owner Diana Garcia, a
Holtville resident all her life, has
had the barber shop business
since 2010, and has been at this
location for six years.  

There is a connection
between the barber and the client,
she said. Cuts and Fades
reopened Aug. 31, and that con-
nection was clearly seen.  

"Some of our clients did not
even shave or cut their hair; they
were waiting for us to reopen.
Just to talk to them and see our
clients was icing on the cake,"
Garcia said.  

An American flag is out when
the shop is open for business.  

"When the 'open' sign is on,
they are welcome to come in as a
walk-in, always taking into con-
sideration the COVID restric-
tions," Garcia said. "We allow
enough time between appoint-
ments to clean and sanitize prop-

erly. 
"I am very strict," she said.

"have caution tape at entrance,
and they cannot come in until
they are checked (mask, tempera-
ture check, etc.).  

"We deal with people who do
not believe it is a problem any-
more and don't want to wear a
mask," Garcia explained. "They
are not allowed inside without
their mask. We have to be really
strict and I tell my barbers not to
let their guard down."

Breaking Point of a Small
Business

Before COVID, with three
people cutting hair, Garcia noted
that they would have 18 to 25
people a day per person. Now, the
average is about nine customers
each.  

"This is OK to minimize the
risks … it is a hard financially,"
said Garcia. "But we are still liv-
ing through a pandemic, and it is
better to be safe than sorry."  

Financially, it has been a
struggle for many smaller busi-
nesses who may not have quali-
fied or chosen to go for a loan. 

"August was my breaking

point," Garcia said. "I did look
into a loan, but I didn't meet the
minimum. And if I qualified, I
would have had to pay it back.  

"Thank God we were able to
come back to work, and now we

can keep the shop," she said. 
Cuts & Fades is open week-

days from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
However, hours may vary by
appointment.

Holtville Tribune Thursday, October 1, 2020  PAGE 5

Holtville Barber Shops Slowly Fading In

Barber Claudia Gutierrez is cutting customer Jose Niebla's
hair at Park View Barber Shop, 528 Holt Ave., Holtville. |
ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Diana Garcia, owner of Holtville Cuts & Fades Barber
Shop, 136 W. 5th St., is cutting hair for customer Mr.
Hughes. | ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO



The state has started phase 1 of
the Salton Sea Management
Plan, and part of the hearing
allowed the federal representa-
tives to check in on that manage-
ment plan.
"This hearing is intended to
examine both federal and state
efforts to restore the Salton Sea,"
said subcommittee chair

Congressman Jared Huffman, D-
San Rafael, Calif. "It's disap-
pointing that the administration
has chosen once again to not
attend these proceedings. The
committee invited Commissioner
(Brenda) Burman of the Bureau
of Reclamation, which is the
largest landowner at the Salton
Sea. We also invited Director

(Aurelia) Skipwith of the Fish
and Wildlife Service, which has a
wildlife refuge at the sea and is
partnering with the state on wet-
land habitat creation. Neither are
here today to tell us about the sta-
tus of their agencies' work
because in the middle of a global
pandemic the administration has
chosen to deride our committee
for doing what so many responsi-
ble Americans have been forced
to do this year, to convene virtu-
ally to protect ourselves and our
communities."
Huffman has spoken multiple
times with representatives of the
region about the Salton Sea.
"There are some who would call
the Salton Sea an accident …
because it was created due to the
failure of a major irrigation canal
in 1905, but I think that that nar-
row perspective overlooks both
history and present reality,"
Huffman said. "This is an ancient
lakebed after all previously
known as the Salton Sink. It had
over time intermittently filled
over the last several thousand
years. 
"More importantly, that dismis-
sive viewpoint ignores the envi-
ronmental justice imperative to
ensure that local citizens have
clean air to breath, not polluted
with arsenic and other contami-
nants, and it ignores 400 species
of migratory birds that stand to
lose major habitat along the
Pacific Flyway," he added.
Some Not So Impressed
The subcommittee's ranking
member, Rep. Tom McClintock,
R-Roseville, Calif., was not so
impressed with the Salton Sea.
"While California's watersheds
are going up in smoke right now
due to years of bad forest man-
agement, this subcommittee
holds a virtual hearing about per-
petuating a historic accident, the
Salton Sea. So as our watersheds
burn, let's talk about the Salton
Sea.
"... It was not nature, but rather a
man-made engineering accident
that sent water from the
Colorado River into this dry
lakebed for 18 months before it
could be stopped," he continued.
"Ever since then, this colossal
environmental mistake has been
perpetuated by using surplus
Colorado River water. 
"As that surplus is claimed for
other purposes, water flow to the
Salton Sea has decreased, and the
accidental lake continues to obey
nature's preference that it dry
up," he said. "So, the question is
now what to do.
"The state of California seems
committed to continue to pour
millions of dollars and billions of
gallons of fresh water into the
Salton Sink. ... It seems to me
there are two ways to address
this issue. One is to continue to
spend enormous sums of money
to maintain a salt lake where

nature doesn't want one. That's
money much better spent on
watershed and forest manage-
ment and water development. 
"The other is to recognize that
there are much higher priorities
that should take precedent,
including providing fresh water
for people," McClintock said.
"Perpetuating an engineering
accident that the federal govern-
ment had nothing to do with is
certainly not a high federal prior-
ity. Now sure that would mean
more dust kicking up from a dry
lakebed, but that's true of any dry
lakebed. And though cloth masks
are useless in stopping
aerosolized viral particles …
they are very effective at stop-
ping dust particles. And they're
already required apparel for the
radical chic of California. 
"It's true it would mean lost habi-
tat to the non-native species that
still inhabit the dying lake, but a
fish hatchery and more viable
habitats could easily compen-
sate," he added. "And as we've
seen in Northern California,
thriving agriculture can provide
plenty of refuge for migrating
fowl. 
"It's the responsibility of
California to decide what it
wants to do with this mistake and
then do it. It's the responsibility
of the federal government to
change the laws that make active
forest management, watershed
protection and water storage cost
prohibitive. At the moment, nei-
ther the state nor the federal gov-
ernment is meeting its responsi-
bility."
McClintock questioned state
officials on whether they were
coming to the federal govern-
ment to bail the state out of the
responsibility of restoring the
sea.
E. Joaquin Esquivel, chair of the
California Water Resources
Control Board, was quick to say
the state is not looking to be
bailed out, but rather the federal
government is a large landowner
and has a historical involvement
at the Salton Sea.
"What is going to be incumbent
upon us if we're going to be suc-
cessful is to not continue to cre-
ate this idea that it can be any one
entity that will be what creates
success here," he said. "We're
here in 2020, and it's obvious it's
going to take the full cooperation
of the federal government if
we're going to be successful."
Legislation in the Works
Some are working to move the
federal government to action.
U.S. Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-
Coachella, who called for the
hearing to take place, plans to
introduce legislation called "The
Salton Sea Public Health and
Environmental Protection Act."
The bill aims to require the
Department of Interior to take
action and work with California,

while also increasing coordina-
tion between agencies and
requiring the Environmental
Protection Agency to do addi-
tional air-quality monitoring at
the sea.
"This issue isn't theoretical for
me or my constituents. ... I
understand first-hand what the
dying Salton Sea means to my
constituents and that it has rami-
fications for public health, the
economy, and the ecosystem as a
whole," Ruiz said. "Today's hear-
ing is the first congressional
hearing since 1997, which means
that 23 years ago Congress saw a
need to address the federal role at
the sea and yet today we find
ourselves on the verge of a crisis.
I'm committed to making
change, and I am urging every-
one here to commit with me and
Rep. (Juan) Vargas (D-Chula
Vista) to making change at the
Salton Sea."
Momentum is building with the
state and local groups, but there
is still federal inaction, he said.
"My patience is running thin,"
Ruiz added. "I've called for an
all-hands approach to break
ground, expedite and complete
projects at the Salton Sea, and
that must include the administra-
tion. 
"The federal government owns
half the land at the Salton Sea
and has a significant impact in
managing that land. They cannot
sit on the sidelines and leave my
constituents high and dry while
the shoreline disappears in front
of their eyes."
Vargas, Imperial County's
Congressional representative,
was also in attendance at the
Sept. 24 hearing. 
The full Salton Sea hearing can
be viewed at the link
https://youtu.be/jC9cqP1nzBs
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Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) 

Design Engineering Services for Aten Road Class I Bicycle Path
State Project Number ATPL-5958(118)

County Project No. 6267

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject State-Only Funded Project:
1. Design Engineering Services

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/projects-out-to-bid/ under
the section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted
under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should
be submitted before the due date of October 23, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

County of Imperial, 155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Lorena
Alvarez, Civil Engineering Technician at lorenaalvarez@co.imperi-
al.ca.us and Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III, at josecas-
taneda@co.imperial.ca.us of the County of Imperial Department of
Public Works.

Legal 8987 Publish: Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) 

Design Engineering Services for Sidewalk Improvements on
Heffernan Avenue from 11th Street to 14th Street

State Project Number ATPSB1L-5958(117)
County Project No. 6516

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject State-Only Funded Projects:
1. Design Engineering Services

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/projects-out-to-bid/ under the
section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submit-
ted before the due date of October 23, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

County of Imperial, 155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Lorena
Alvarez, Civil Engineering Technician at lorenaalvarez@co.imperi-
al.ca.us and Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III, at josecas-
taneda@co.imperial.ca.us of the County of Imperial Department of
Public Works.

Legal 8988 Publish: Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCU-
LATION
1. Publication Title: Holtville
Tribune
2. Publication Number: 247-880
3. Filing Date: Oct. 1, 2020
4. Issue Frequency: Weekly
5. Number of Issues: 52
6. Annual Subscription Prices: $42
7. Complete Mailing Address of
Known Office of Publication: 1239
W Main Street, El Centro, Imperial
County, CA 92243. Telephone: 760-
339-4899.
8. Complete Mailing Address of
Headquarters of General Business
Office of Publisher: Same as Above
9. Full names and Complete Mailing
Addresses of Publisher: Brenda
Torres, 1239 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243 
10. Owner (If the publication is
owned by a corporation, give the
name and address of the corporation
immediately followed by the names
and address of all stockholders own-
ing or holding 1 percent or more of
the total amount of stock. If not
owned by a corporation, give the
names and addresses of the individ-
ual owners.  If owned by a partner-
ship or other unincorporated firm,
give its name and address as well as
those of each individual owner.  If
the publication is published by a non-
profit organization, give its name and
address.) Brenda Torres, 1865 E.
Thiesen Rd., Holtville, CA 92250.
11. Known bondholders, mortgages,
and other security: None.
12. Tax Status: N/A
13. Publication Title: Holtville
Tribune

14. Issue Date for Circulation Data
Below: Sept. 24, 2020
15. Extent and nature of Circulation.
Average no. copies each issue during
proceeding 12 months. No. copies of
single issue published nearest to fin-
ing date.
a. Total no. of Copies (new press
run): 800
b. Paid and/or requested circulation:
(1) Paid/Requested outside-county
sale subscription stated on form
3541: 33, 33
(2) Paid in-county subscriptions
states on form 3541: 40, 40
(3) Sales through Dealers and
Carriers, street/vendors, counter
sales, and other non-USPS paid dis-
tribution: 550, 550
(4) Other classes mailed through the
USPS: 0, 0.
c. Total paid and or/requested circu-
lation [sum of 15b (1), (2), (3), and
(4)]: 623, 623
d. Free or Nominal Rate Distribution
(By Mail and Outside the Mail) 
(1) Free or Nominal Rate Outside-
County Copies included on PS Form
3541: 0,0.
(2) Free or Nominal Rate In-County
Copies included on PS Form 3541:
20, 20
(3) Free or Nominal Rate Copies
Mailed at Other Classes Through the
USPS (e.g. First-Class Mail): 0,0
(4) Free or Nominal Rate
Distribution Outside the Mail
(Carriers or other means): 0, 0
e. Total Free or Nominal Rate
Distribution (Sum of 15d (1), (2), (3)
and (4): 20, 20
f. Total Distribution (Sum of 15c and
15e): 643, 643
g. Copies not distributed: 157, 157

h. Total (Sum of 15f and g): 800, 800
i. Percent Paid (15c divided by 15f
times 100): 96.890  
16. Electronic Copy Circulation
Average No. Copies Each Issue
During Preceding 12 Months
No. Copies of Single Issue Published
Nearest to Filing Date
a. Paid Electronic Copies  0
b. Total Paid Print Copies  + Paid
Electronic Copies (Line 16a) 0
c. Total Print Distribution (Line 15f)
+ Paid Electronic Copies (Line 16a)
0
d. Percent Paid (Both Print &
Electronic Copies) ( 16b divided by
16c x 100) 0
I certify that 50% of all my distrib-
uted copies (electronic and print) are
paid above a nominal price.  
17. Publication of Statement of
Ownership: Publication required.
Will be printed in the Oct. 1, 2020
issue of this publication.
17. Signature and Title of Editor,
Publisher, Business Manager, or
Owner: Brenda Torres, owner-pub-
lisher.
I certify that all information fur-
nished on this form is true and com-
plete. I understand that anyone who
furnishes false or misleading infor-
mation on this form or who omits
material or information requested on
the form may be subject to criminal
sanctions (including fines and
imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions
(including civil penalties).
Legal 8989 
Publish:  Oct. 1, 2020
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Salton Sea............................................................................from page one

Salton Sea

U.S. Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-
Coachella, plans to introduce
legislation called "The Salton
Sea Public Health and
Environmental Protection
Act." | COURTESY PHOTO



SECOND AMENDED
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Alvie Lee Winters
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000767
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Alvie Lee Winters aka
Alvie Winters
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Karren Gonzales in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Karren Gonzales be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without

obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date:  October 8, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  7
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-

tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-

tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice

form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Law Offices of Thomas W.
Storey, APLC
222 South 8th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
760-352-1311
Filed: September 17, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court 
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Legal 6390  
Publish: Sept. 24, Oct. 1, 8, 2020

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899
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Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Re-Release of the
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer and Material

Testing Services for:
Winterhaven Drive Over California Wasteway, Bridge No. 58C-
0094, Seismic Retrofit Project in Imperial County; Federal Aid
Project No. BHLSZD-5958(014); County Project No. 58C-0094

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1. Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
2. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
3. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. October 2, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8984 Publish: Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, 2020

Public Notice

Re-Release Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) 

Material Testing Services (Acceptance Testing and Independent
Assurance Program Verification) for:

Clark Road Improvement from Wahl Road to 0.5 mi. N. of SR-
98 and from Heber Road to 0.5 mi. N. of Heber Road in

Imperial County
Federal Project Number STPL 5958(114)

County Project Number 6598

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1. Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2. Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/projects-out-to-bid/ under the
section titled "Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in
accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted
under a contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be
submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. October 20, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Civil Engineering Technician
Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III

County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Lorena
Alvarez, Civil Engineering Technician at lorenaalvarez@co.imperi-
al.ca.us and Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III, at josecas-
taneda@co.imperial.ca.us of the County of Imperial Department of
Public Works.

Legal 8986 Publish: Oct. 1, 8 , 15, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Nursing Homes..........................................from page three

the majority of California's 25
worst nursing home outbreaks
occurred at facilities with poor
inspection records. 

"We found that their average
federal star rating was lower. We
found that they had more infection
control violations. We found that
they had less staffing, particularly
less registered nurse staffing," said
Anthony Chicotel, an attorney
with the San Francisco-based
California Advocates for Nursing
Home Reform.

"So, yeah, we're less surprised
that bad facilities have had worse
COVID-19 outbreaks," Chicotel
said.

More than 200,000 people in
the U.S. have died from the virus.
In California's nursing homes, it's
killed more than 4,400 residents
and roughly 150 employees.

The three skilled nursing facil-
ities in Imperial County, a region
that quickly became a hotspot dur-
ing the pandemic, were no excep-
tion. 

As of late September, residents
and health care workers at the
nursing homes are linked to 214
cases and at least 26 deaths, with
the state's most recent public
health data reporting two of the
homes still with active cases.

None of the facilities, which
are all operated by for-profit busi-
nesses, responded to inquiries
from inewsource.

Infection Control, Low
Staffing Among Citations

The number of citations at
some of the county's nursing
homes had already surpassed state
and federal averages when

COVID-19 began to spread.
Many citations were minor

and considered to have carried
minimal potential harm at the
facility. But some came with
financial penalties - and severe
consequences for residents.

Last year, Valley Convalescent
Center in El Centro was ordered to
pay $2,000 after a 96-year-old res-
ident fell near her bed and broke
bones in her leg. The injuries
resulted in an amputation below
the knee. 

An inspection later found staff
didn't follow the woman's care
plan and failed to provide mats on
both sides of her bed to help pre-
vent injuries. 

Valley Convalescent, a two-
star facility under the federal gov-
ernment's quality rating system,
was hit with 19 citations in its
health inspection last year. The
statewide average is about 13 -
compared to eight nationwide.

Imperial Heights also was
fined $2,000 after officials con-
cluded two employees last year
failed to report a resident's allega-
tion of abuse to management. The
three-star facility received 22 cita-
tions in its last health inspection. 

The county's third nursing
home, Imperial Manor, doesn't yet
have a federal star rating. Its most
recent health inspection, conduct-
ed in March 2019, found 11 defi-
ciencies.

Each facility has been cited in
the past 18 months for infection-
control rules:

o In September 2019,
inspectors at Valley Convalescent
found oral hygiene products in a

shared restroom were unlabeled,
and the facility didn't follow its
own hand hygiene policy.

o Imperial Heights didn't
use a hamper to handle soiled
laundry and bed linens, and a staff
member didn't use gloves when
removing trash, according to a
December report.

o Imperial Manor was
cited in March 2019 after a feder-
al inspector observed "a soiled
incontinence brief" lying in the
middle of a resident's unmade bed.
It should have been disposed of
immediately to prevent cross-con-
tamination, the report said.

Infection prevention is the
most common citation for nursing
homes. A Kaiser Health News
analysis in March found that 63
percent of skilled nursing facili-
ties, including those with top rat-
ings, have been cited for deficien-
cies in recent years. 

Infections are common in
nursing homes: The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reports 1 million to 3 million seri-
ous infections occur annually in
long-term care facilities.

"Prior to COVID-19, we
would see a couple of infection
control deficiencies and say, 'Well,
everyone gets those, not a big
deal.' Even though we know that it
is a big deal," said Chicotel with
the nonprofit that advocates for
nursing home reform. "And there's
lots of statistics that say even pre-
COVID-19, there were a lot of
preventable deaths from infectious
disease in nursing homes that we
were just willing to accept."

He expects the pandemic will
bring more stringent penalties for
infection-control issues. 

Hit Hard By Virus
Already suffering from high

poverty, poor health indicators and
high unemployment, Imperial
County has had one of the highest
hospitalization rates in the state
for COVID-19. Its hospital system
became so overwhelmed that offi-
cials were forced to divert patients
elsewhere in May.

Each nursing home has report-
ed cases among residents and
employees. Seventeen residents at
Valley Convalescent and nine at
Imperial Heights have died. 

One of the county's assisted
living facilities, Blossom Valley
Inn in Holtville, also has reported

fewer than 11 COVID-19 deaths.
The actual number is not public
because the state doesn't provide
exact numbers if a facility has
fewer than 11 cases. 

Imperial Manor has yet to
comply with a federal requirement
to submit coronavirus numbers,
but state data shows it has report-
ed zero deaths. 

Dr. Stephen Munday, the
county's health officer, said during
a June news conference that offi-
cials saw earlier outbreaks at nurs-
ing homes elsewhere and began to
target the local nursing homes for
intervention. 

The county provided personal
protective equipment, made
appointments a priority for nurs-
ing home staff at public testing
sites and processed some of the
facilities' tests in its own lab.
Officials are continuing to conduct
site visits as needed and are regu-
larly in contact with the homes for
any updates.

Each of the county's nursing
homes submitted mitigation plans
to the state, and the facilities were
found in recent state surveys to be
in compliance with infection con-
trol regulations and federal
COVID-19 recommendations. The
county's request in August to the
state to reopen some businesses
said the nursing homes had ade-
quate supplies of personal protec-
tive equipment.

Chicotel said the pandemic
has reinforced many concerns that
his nonprofit already had. 

"In the best of times, nursing
homes don't do particularly well,"
he said. "But with COVID-19, the
burden of that really exposed these
weaknesses in the system and
preyed on it so that we had this
huge number of deaths in them."

Jennifer Bowman is an inves-
tigative reporter for inewsource,
an independent, investigative
news nonprofit based in San Diego
that is supported by foundations,
philanthropists, and individual
donors. For more information, go
to inewsource.org.

inewsource investigative data
reporter Jill Castellano con-
tributed to this story.

The Imperial Heights nursing home in Brawley is shown
in this June 2020 photo. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Pentagonal.......
from page one
for them," Barbara Worth owner
Eddie Mejorado said.

The business will ease into
operations at first, said
Pentagonal Brewing Co. owner
Chad Grieve, with limited hours,
menus, and beer options, due to
COVID-19 limitations and other
considerations, but Pentagonal is
looking at the long game. 

On the bar side, it will be the
full-on Pentagonal Brewing Co.
experience recreated in Holtville,
with a family friendly atmos-
phere that allowed family mem-
bers of all ages to come in during
the days and early evenings to
enjoy food and drinks, Grieve
said, adding that later in the
evening the bar would be adults-
only.

While the transfer of state
and federal licensing won't see
beer being brewed on site until
after the first of the year, there
will be a full compliment of craft
beers on tap and available at the
bar. He said there will also be a
focus on music returning to the
venue.

On the restaurant side, the
patio-only dining was to start
with steaks on Oct. 1, a fish fry
on Oct. 2 and burgers Oct. 3.

Eventually, though, Grieve
said Pentagonal is looking to
restore fine-dining to the Barbara
Worth.

"Everybody really has fond
memories of Barbara Worth
Sunday brunches, fine steaks,
going out with family. We want
to bring that back again," he said. 

Grieve said he wants to com-
bine the unique experiences that
made Barbara Worth's restaurant
so memorable and Pentagonal
Brewing Co. so unique during its
three years of operation in
Imperial.

Pentagonal will be open from
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Oct. 1 through
Oct. 3 and 4 p.m. (Thursday
through Saturday) to 8 p.m. Oct.
4 (Sunday). 

Normal hours of operation
will be 4 to 10 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays and 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. Fridays through
Sundays.
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