VOL 116 NO 37 IMPERIAL COUNTY, CA

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving Your Community Since 1905

Measure G: Holtville Middle School
Upgrades Underway
BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ

Air Quality Could Suffer
in Imperial Valley Due to
Valley Fire
BY ELIZABETH
VARIN
Though not in the
Imperial Valley, the Valley
Fire is still having an
impact on local residents,
as air quality levels have

reached unhealthy or very
unhealthy levels in parts of
the region.
"We're seeing the
impacts (from the fires),"
said Luis Olmedo, executive director of Comite
Continue on page 3

Flames burn across a mountain ridge in San Diego
County’s Valley Fire on Sept. 7.
JOHN LEERSKOV PHOTO

Weekend Power Outages
Affect 22,000 IID Customers
BY ELIZABETH
VARIN
Why
were
some
Imperial Valley residents
without power for up to an
hour and a half on Sept. 5?
It comes down to cut
power and a mechanical
issue.
During a period of high
energy demand, with little
notice, Imperial Irrigation
District was informed that
300 megawatts of power
imports
from
the
California Independent
System Operator would be
cut, according to an email
from IID spokesman

Robert Schettler.
It triggered an immediate response, starting up
power units that were on
standby, utilization of the
district's battery, a search
for additional capacity,
cutting the energy load and
triggering load shedding,
he explained.
The way load shedding
is programmed to work is
some customers are without power for 15 minutes
at a time, and then it
rotates to a different area.
"Unfortunately,
in
some cases the outages
lasted longer due to
Continued on page 2

As Holtville students
continue to learn from
home, renovations to the
local middle school's new
gymnasium are underway
following a two-year effort
to upgrade parts of the
facility.
"Unfortunately, this
project has seen some
delays due in part to the
COVID-19 crisis," JohnPaul Wells, assistant superintendent at Holtville
Unified School District,
said of the renovations.
"Because of these delays,
we believe the project is
likely to be completed by
February 2021."
The construction project was initially planned by
the school district in
November 2018 as a way
to address the growing
need to improve the quality
of certain school sites. To
fund these efforts the district placed Measure G, a
$10 million general obligation bond program, on the
ballot that year, Wells
explained.
Given that Measure G
is a general obligation
bond, it will have to be
paid over a 25- to 30-year
period and is expected to
be repaid through an

WORK IS UNDERWAY on Holtville Middle School's new gymnasium, part of a two-year process that was funded by a voter-approved,
$10 million general obligation bond titled Measure G. The bond was
passed by Holtville voters in November 2018. BRENDA TORRES PHOTOS
increase in property taxes
on the properties within the
school district's boundaries. Based on Imperial
County's
valuation,
Holtville Unified plans to
issue bonds that would
increase property taxes by
$40 per $100,000 of
assessed value per year,
according to a district fact
sheet.
"Things
definitely
began moving after the
community
approved
Measure G, giving us the
Continued on page 4

CAMPAIGNING DURING COVID
No shaking hands and kissing babies during this election cycle
BY ELIZABETH
VILLA

CAMPAIGN SIGNS CAN be seen on at the corner of Holt Avenue and Fifth Street in Holtville.
Campaigning in the age of COVID-19 has
changed how candidates are reaching voters.
ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO

Although candidates'
campaign signs can be
seen at Imperial Valley
intersections and along
roadways like any other
election season, this year is
anything but typical thanks
to COVID-19.
During previous election years, by now one
might see candidates meeting and greeting the public
in various venues such as
through public events,
forums, and face-to-face
visits at homes. But conditions have changed and
have required candidates to
find creative methods of
reaching their constituents

without a lot of up-close
contact or among large
gatherings.
While businesses are
opening and gatherings
have begun to slowly begin
again
after
five-plus
months of stay-at-home
orders, the transmission of
COVID is still a concern
for many, and physical distancing and facial coverings are still required by
the county amid declining
rates of coronavirus transmissions.
But that hasn't slowed
the democratic process, as
a general election is just
about eight weeks away.
"The campaign tools
previously used have been

R e a d u s o n l i n e a t H o l t v i l l e T r i bu n e . c o m
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El Centro Library Building Inches Closer to Construction
BY CELETE SILVA
ALVAREZ
Plans to construct El Centro's
newest public library building
moved closer to fruition following a planning commission meeting Sept. 8.
"The project is a new public
library building to replace the
existing library west of the project site," Associate Planner Angel
Hernandez with the Department
of Community Development stat-

ed in the Planning Commission's
permit findings.
The city of El Centro received
approval on a conditional use
permit for the construction of the
new 19,295-square-foot public
library building.
The proposed new building
would be constructed on the corner of Villa Avenue and Frontage
Road, paralleling North Imperial
Avenue and located directly in
front of the existing public
library's parking lot, according to
the planning commission's agen-

da document.
"The project is a desirable use
for the community since it is an
essential service provided by the
City of El Centro," Hernandez
noted in the permit findings. "The
project will be a benefit to the
area and will not be detrimental
to surrounding uses."
The new public library building is expected to include a community room space, staff area,
reading areas, bookstore, and
exterior patios, according to the

planning commission's agenda
document. Additional site work
will include reconfiguration of
existing parking, landscaping,
and storm water management
improvements.
"The project site is large
enough to accommodate the proposed public library," Hernandez
also stated in the permit findings.
"The project site plan is in compliance with city development
standards regarding stormwater,
parking,
landscaping,
and

access."
The planning commission
also determined that the construction of the new library building would have no impact on traffic operations on nearby streets.
Minor pedestrian improvements
will be required such as the construction of a new ADA curb
ramp to comply with existing
City standards, according to the
Continue on page 3

Outages...............from page one
mechanical issues in some
parts of the electrical system;
some customers were out of
power for one hour to an hour
and a half, but in all cases, IID
worked as quickly as possible to
restore
power,"
Schettler
explained.
It's estimated that around
22,000 customers were without
power at some point, most of
those customers affected by the
rotating outages were impacted

for 15 minutes, he said.
The district is looking into the
mechanical issues that caused the
extended outages in certain areas.
But what about the 300
megawatts of power that was
supposed to be there?
"At this time, the district is
planning to send a letter to
CAISO seeking an explanation
for what happened," Schettler
said.

Base plans virtual 9/11
memorial ceremony
EL CENTRO, Calif. - NAF
El Centro is scheduled to hold a
virtual 9/11 remembrance ceremony on Sep. 11, 2020 at the
main flagpole at 8:00 a.m.
Command Master Chief Eric
Hubert will act as the Master of
Ceremonies for this virtual event,
to be livestreamed on the installation's Facebook page, www.facebook.com/nafec, featuring comments by the Commanding
Officer, Captain William Perkins,
and static displays of federal first
responder units.
This special event is to honor

those individuals in the U.S.
Navy who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their country on that
tragic day.
Due to COVID19 restrictions,
this event is not open to the general public or media and is
intended to be viewed online.
Media inquiries should be
addressed to the Public Affairs
Officer, Kristopher Haugh at
760-339-2673,
NAFECPAO
@gmail.com or Kristopher.haugh
@navy.mil .

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
SEPT. 10: Vincent Merten, Kari Brown, Ashlyn Hester, Ben
Charles
Abatti III, Rose Muller, Kendall Marie Parkins
SEPT. 11: Ryder Dean Crosby, Morgan Elyssa Hilfiker, Cella Muller,
Shiloh Williams, Marsha Cradic, Lisa Brady, Pat Weaver, Amanda
Nicole Strahm
SEPT. 12: John Kirchenbauer†, Jeremy Richard Hilfiker, Robert
Bornt, Leighan J. Sells, Lola Telles, Jaime Groom Leon, Lucille
Muller†, Cristina Moncayo AFS
SEPT. 13: Jackson Irungaray, Mark Allegranza, Justin Diez, Jenell
Layton Kenny, Francine M. Dollente, David Garcia Jr.
SEPT. 14: Brooklyn McBride Hill, Jenae Bailey, Todd Salcido, Kim
Hester, Geoffrey Ritter, Barrett Walter Silva
SEPT. 15: Eden Peeks, Spencer Ryan Hilfiker, Jeff Immel, Danny
Garcia, Lee King Jr., Hannah Mae DeLong, Dan Carey, Loren
Schaffner, Andrea Cooksley, Julie Moses Gray
SEPT. 16: Julian Ashurst, Bobby Lucas†, Kristol Ferber, Paul Hoyt.

Anniversaries

SEPT. 10: Mr & Mrs. Rod & Keri Valdez
SEPT. 13: Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hilfiker
SEPT. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Chavez, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Poloni
SEPT. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Mike Johnston

Artistic renderings of the proposed new El Centro library building. COURTESY
PHOTOS

If you can’t find our
newspaper, call us for a
subscription only
$42.00/a year!
Call us at
760-339-3899

Week of September 7th
Parenting for Mental Health During The Pandemic
There is no written guide to healthy parenting during a pandemic. We’re
building the plane of family management in a pandemic as we fly it. Now
that school is going to resume via distance learning, we’re sure the
experiment will continue. Join us as we sit down and talk with Licensed
Clinical Social Worker and Children's Behavioral Health Therapist Stephanie
Ramirez about what we’ve learned about parenting and supporting our
children so far and how to apply these emerging best practices of
pandemic-parenting in ways that are balanced and effective.

Stephanie Ramirez, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Supervising Therapist Children Services

Happy Birthday To All!!
(442)-265-1525
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Semana del 7 de septiembre
Crianza para la Salud Mental Durante la Pandemia
No existe una guía escrita para una crianza saludable durante una pandemia.
Estamos construyendo el avión de gestión familiar en una pandemia mientras
lo volamos. Ahora que la escuela se reanudara a través del aprendizaje a distancia, estamos seguros de que el experimento continuara. Únase a nosotros
mientras nos sentamos y hablamos con la trabajadora social clínico licenciada
y la terapeuta de salud mental conductual infantil Grisel Ruiz sobre lo que
hemos aprendido sobre la crianza y el apoyo a nuestros hijos hasta ahora y
como aplicar estas mejores practicas emergentes de crianza pandémica de
maneras que son equilibrado y eficaz.

Grisel Ruiz, ACSW
Asociada Registrada en Trabajo Social Clínico

(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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Hearing in Esparza murder trial pushed back to Sept. 30; no word yet on how cases are connected
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
There has been little movement in the local murder trial of
Raul "Bubba" Esparza as court
dates get continued or rescheduled for those allegedly involved
in his 2019 killing, with the next
preliminary hearing now set for
Sept. 30 for suspects Rosita
Deborah Torres and Daniel
Alexander Munguia.
Although Torres pleaded not
guilty Aug. 24 and Munguia
pleaded not guilty Aug. 27 on one
charge each of murder and con-

spiracy to commit murder, little
else has occurred in the case
against the pair, who so far are
being tried together by the county prosecutor for Esparza's Sept.
17, 2019, death in El Centro.
Torres, 45, of El Centro, was
arrested on the charges Aug. 20,
while Munguia, 39, also of El
Centro, was already in jail from a
July 30 arrest on unrelated
charges. Both are being held on
$1 million bail in the county jail.
The Imperial County District
Attorney's Office filed charges
against the pair Aug. 24.
What makes the case particularly unique is what may yet

prove to be a connection to the
unsolved murder of Torres' son,
Christopher Erasmo Torres, who
was shot and killed in almost the
identical spot that prosecutors say
Esparza was killed, and just several weeks apart. Twenty-fouryear-old Chris Torres was killed
Aug. 4, 2019.
El Centro police nor officials
with the Imperial District
Attorney's Office have officially
connected the cases, other than El
Centro police acknowledging the
familial relationship between
Torres and her son.
Torres and Munguia are
alleged by the DA's Office to

have beaten and killed 30-yearold Esparza "on or about Sept.
17, (2019)."
The remains of the 30-yearold El Centro man were found
burned beyond recognition in a
trash-bin fire by El Centro fire
crews around 7:10 a.m. that
morning behind some businesses

near the railroad tracks on the
east side of El Centro in the 900
block of Second Street near East
Hamilton Avenue.
Prosecutors allege in court
documents that Torres drove to
Continued on page 6

Fire....................from page one

Library........................................from page two
"Incorporating the recommended conditions of approval,
the project as proposed is compatible with the surrounding area
and consistent with General Plan
and development standards,"
Hernandez stated as the staff recommendations for the proposed
permit. "It is staff recommendation that the change of zone and
general plan amendment be recommended for approval."
The city of El Centro's next
step will be to submit an application to the El Centro Building
Department to acquire a building
permit for the new library building, according to the commission's agenda document.
Four sets of engineered plans
and structural calculations will
also need to be submitted along
with the application for review
by the building department.
Construction documents submitted for a plan review must be
designed based on the 2019
California Building Codes,
including 2019 Building Energy
Efficiency Standards and 2019
California Green Code, according to Department of Building
and Safety documents.
The El Centro Police
Department also recommended
the
planning
commission
approve the conditional use per-

mit for the city, however they did
request to have IP based security
camera systems installed at the
new library building.
In a memorandum by El
Centro police Cmdr. Aaron Reel,
the security camera systems recommendation was followed by
the police department requesting
to have "real time" access to the
live security feed in order to
"assist in the identification of
criminal offenders and activities."
Reel suggested that the security cameras would help to safeguard library goers and property
during operational hours and
immediately after hours, according to the memorandum.
Along with the planning commission's conditional use permit
approval, were general conditions that must be made in order
for construction of the site to
commence. Such conditions
include an ADA accessible pathway from the building entrances
to Villa Avenue and Frontage
Road, according to planning documents.
Additional conditions involve
the removal and replacement of
any severely broken, lifted, or
non-compliant sidewalks curb
and gutters along the construction site frontage, states the plan-

ning documents.
El Centro City Council members approved funding for the
construction of the $20 million
library building during a regular
meeting held earlier this year on
Feb. 4.
During the council meeting,
officials discussed how funding
for the $20 million project will
result from the sale of about $56
million in bonds financed by the
proceeds of Measure P, which
was approved by voters in 2016
to implement the half-cent sales
tax increase.
Additional updates on the
new library building will be presented in future planning commission meetings once the necessary progress is made toward the
permit's conditions and the project is determined to comply with
all applicable federal, state and
local codes, ordinances and resolutions, according to the commission's planning documents.
Construction on the public
library building is expected to get
underway by February, with its
opening projected for March
2022, according to the city of El
Centro agenda documents.

Artistic renderings of the proposed new El Centro library building. COURTESY
PHOTOS

WITH ASH AND smoke in the sky over San Diego County to the
east due to the Valley Fire, the sun during sunset SePt. 8 was an
orange orb amid a hazy sky. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
Civico del Valle. "We certainly see the biggest impact in the
north part of the state, but we are
definitely getting the particulates
from the Valley Fire. They're here
in the community. People are
waking up to see their cars full of
ash."
The Valley Fire started at 4:02
p.m. Sept. 5 southeast of Alpine
in San Diego County, and it has
spread to encompass 17,565
acres as of 9 a.m. Sept. 9.
CalFire's website indicates that
the fire was 11 percent contained
at that time.
The area was facing minimal
air-quality impacts from the
Valley Fire during the morning of
Sept. 8, said Air Pollution
Control Officer Matt Dessert.
However, Santa Ana winds were
predicted for the afternoon and
overnight, which could blow particles into the region.
Humidity during overnight
and the morning hours of Sept. 8
capped the particles in the air,
said Monica Soucier, Air
Pollution Control division manager. However, once that humidity burned off during the day, the
wind brought in particles to the
region. The air pollution control
district is still working to determine where those particles came
from, and that could take a few
weeks as local sources need to be
eliminated before the district can
conclusively say it was caused by
wildfires.
With the way the weather is,
particulate matter has headed to
the Valley, which makes it appear
overcast, Olmedo said. Some see
this as a break from the sunlight
and are encouraged to go outdoors, but that could be dangerous with the air quality.
Brawley had very unhealthy
levels of concentrated particulate
matter
10,
according
to
ImperialValleyAir.org as of 6
p.m. Sept. 8. That means that
people with heart or lung disease,

older adults and children should
avoid all physical activity outdoors. Everyone else should
avoid prolonged or heavy exertion.
El Centro, Niland and
Westmorland all had unhealthy
levels of the concentrated particulate matter, according to the
website. At-risk individuals
should avoid prolonged or heavy
exertion, and everyone else
should reduce prolonged or
heavy exertion.
Particulate matter like those
from the fire can be very risky for
people with respiratory issues,
Olmedo said.
"It's not very helpful as we're
entering what has been defined as
the 'twindemic,' the flu season
and COVID-19, just creating a
much greater risk to the local
population."
It is important that people
keep an eye on the air quality in
the region, through sites like
http://www.imperialvalleyair.org/
, Olmedo said. The monitors
allow residents to see what the air
quality is like in real time so they
can make informed decisions.
"We'll get through this crisis,
and we're praying for all these
people who are victims to these
fires," he said.
While local firefighters aren't
at the Valley Fire, a strike team is
assisting with the El Dorado Fire
in the San Bernardino mountains.
That fire began Sept. 5 and has
consumed 11,479 acres as of an
update on the CalFire website on
Sept. 9.
The local strike team left
Sept. 6 and may be there a few
more days, said Holtville Fire
Chief Alex Silva. It depends on
conditions at the fire scene, he
added.
Silva is an area strike team
coordinator.
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Border Patrol News
Agents Rescue Six
Individuals Including a
12-year-old Boy
in Three Separate Events
Over Labor Day
Weekend
OCOTILLO, Calif. - U.S.
Border Patrol agents from El
Centro Sector rescued six illegal
aliens in distress in the Yuha
Desert and Jacumba Wilderness
region over the weekend.
The first incident occurred on
Saturday at approximately 1:50
p.m., when El Centro Sector
Communications (ELC Dispatch)
was notified by Imperial County
Sheriff's Office Communications
(ICSO) of a 9-1-1 distress call
made by an individual who illegally crossed the international
boundary west of Calexico. The
individual stated that there was a
12-year-old boy with him and that
he had fainted. He also stated that
they had passed a rescue beacon
30 minutes prior to calling for
help. The information along with
Global Positioning System coordinates (GPS) was relayed to El
Centro Station agents performing
their assigned duties in the area
and they responded to the location
to begin searching for the pair.
The El Centro Sector's Border
Search Trauma and Rescue
(BORSTAR) as well as air support from the California Highway
Patrol (CHP) both advised that
they would be responding to
assist.
At approximately 2:45 p.m.,
agents located foot sign for two
individuals near a rescue beacon
in the Yuha Desert. They followed the foot sign and successfully located the two individuals
approximately 30 minutes later.
Agents provided cold water and
assessed the two individuals. The
two appeared to be suffering from
heat-related illnesses. Agents
coordinated with emergency medical services and transported the
two individuals to the Dunaway
Road off-ramp on Interstate 8.
The two individuals were then
transported by an ambulance to
the local hospital for treatment.
The boy was released after treatment while the man was admitted
for further medical treatment.
Agents took the unaccompanied juvenile, who lost contact
with his mother after they illegally entered the United States, to El
Centro Station for further processing. There, the boy was reunited
with his mother who was apprehended earlier that day. The
mother and child were both determined to be illegal aliens from
Ecuador, and were expelled from
the United States after a criminal
background check and further
medical screening.
The man, a 57-year-old illegal
alien from Mexico was transported to the El Centro Station processing center after being medically cleared from the hospital.
He will be presented for prosecution for 8 USC 1326, reentry of

removed aliens and will remain in
federal custody pending his hearing.
The second incident occurred
on Sunday at approximately 6:40
p.m., when ELC Dispatch was
notified that the Calexico Police
Department Communications had
received a 9-1-1 distress call from
a group of three who illegally
crossed the international boundary west of Calexico. The information along with GPS coordinates was relayed to El Centro
Station agents performing their
assigned duties in the area and
they responded to the location to
begin searching for the group.
At approximately 7 p.m.,
agents successfully located the
group and provided cold water.
The three individuals were taken
into custody after their medical
evaluation. No further medical
attention was required.
The three men, all illegal
aliens from Mexico, were transported to a rally point for processing where agents conducted a
criminal background investigation
and further medical screening.
They were all expelled back to
their country of origin immediately after they cleared the screening
process.
The third incident occurred
Sunday at approximately 10:10
p.m., when the El Centro Station
received information from the
Foreign Operations Branch (FOB)
of an individual that was lost and
in distress in the mountains of the
Jacumba
Wilderness
near
Ocotillo. The information along
with GPS coordinates was relayed
to El Centro Station agents performing their assigned duties in
the area and they responded to the
location to begin searching for the
individual. The Mountain Disrupt
Unit as well as San Diego Sector's
BORSTAR team responded to the
area to assist in the rescue.
At approximately 12:20 a.m.,
BORSTAR agents informed El
Centro Station that a San Diego
County Sheriff's Department air
support was in the area and assisting with the search. The Sheriff's
Department informed BORSTAR
that they had observed a fire near
the area where the search was taking place. MDU agents responded to the area of the fire and successfully located the lost individual. Agents provided him with
cold water. The individual admitted to starting the fire to make it
easier for agents to find him. The
individual was taken into custody
after their medical evaluation. No
further medical attention was
required.
Agents ensured that the fire
was no longer active before transporting the man, an illegal alien
from Mexico, to a rally point for
processing. Agents conducted a
criminal background investigation
and further medical screening.
The illegal man was expelled back
to his country of origin immediately after he cleared the screening process.

Measure G......................................from page one
green light to pursue this project," Wells said. "In early 2019,
we at the district began researching different construction methods for pre-fabrication gymnasiums."
By March 2019, the district
had already decided on the building type that fit both the district's
needs and budget and were able
to bid for the design and construction of the building, Wells
explained.
"Unfortunately, due to a complicated approval process and
some site prep work we had to do
to conform with geological
requirements, we were not able
to begin construction until
February 2020," Wells said.
"Since then, the construction
contractor has been making great
progress at the site in spite of all
the challenges, such as work
crew and supply shortages
brought on by the COVID-19 crisis."
The new gymnasium will be
named Patrick Ward Memorial
Gym after the beloved former
Holtville Middle School teacher,
Patrick Ward, Wells said.
Ward's first official teaching
job was at Holtville Middle
School and he remained at that
school for his entire 33-year
career teaching physical education before retiring in 2010,
according to a 2016 obituary for
Ward following his death at the

age of 68.
Beyond the new gym, field
lighting improvements for one
soccer field on the southeast side
of the campus is also planned at
Holtville Middle School, Wells
noted. This upgrade is expected
to benefit the local Little League,
Pop Warner, soccer leagues and
Holtville High School team practices.
"The most important thing I
would like the community to
know is that we at the school district are just so appreciative of
the trust we have been given
through the passage of Measure
G," Wells said. "We are working
very hard to earn this trust by
putting these funds to good use in
as efficient a manner as possible."
The total project cost is
expected to be substantially
lower than what most other
schools have had to spend to construct middle school gyms
because the district decided to
choose prefabricated construction, which is a construction
process where some building elements are built off-site and when
completed, shipped to the construction site for installation,
explained Wells.
"There are so many people
working hard behind the scenes
on this project," Wells said.
"Many have contributed so much
time and effort to making this

Legal 8983

project possible for our community."
The primary contractor for
the Holtville Middle School project is ESR Construction, which is
working with Greg Cox of GA
Cox
Construction,
Wells
explained.
"The architect of record is
Pedro Newbern from Pasadena,
who has been a tremendous help
to the district," Wells said. "We
also could not have gotten this
project moving if not for Mr.
Craig Rush and his team at the
Division of State Architect."
Holtville Unified has also
eyed additional improvements to
other school sites including a
new cafeteria, gym and multipurpose room for both school and
community use at Holtville High
School, a student services modular building at Pine School to
increase counseling and speech
therapy services and modernizing
and renovating classrooms and
offices at Finley Elementary
School to increase school safety,
according to a district fact sheet.
"We are hoping that once this
project is completed, the economy will be recovered enough to
issue the remaining Measure G
bond funds, so that we can continue on to the rest of the projects
we would like to complete,"
Wells said.
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Campaigning.............................................from page one
stripped away for obvious
reasons," said Ryan D. Childers,
who is in a run-off for the
Division 2 seat on the Imperial
Irrigation District board against
J.B. Hamby. "As a result, we
have had to pivot to other means
of voter engagement."
"Yes, the normal before was
to maximize face-to-face interaction," stated Raul Ureña, a candidate for the Calexico City
Council and the Heffernan
Memorial Healthcare District.
"In person is the best - you have
the visual, the hand gestures, and
the voice - all those things send a
message. Not the same now with
COVID."
IID Division 4 Director Erik
Ortega, having campaign experience from his previous runs for
Calexico Unified School District
board and his first IID term, is in
a run-off with Javier Gonzalez.
"I am not new to campaigning, but COVID is a new wrench
in the road. New rules make
reaching voters a challenge. My
campaign has adapted using
social media to deliver message.
We all need to adapt," Ortega
said.
For
Imperial
County
Registrar of Voters Debbie
Porter, who has worked in the
county elections department for
23 years, this year has shown her
one thing for certain.
"You really had to step up as a
candidate this time," Porter said,
adding those seeking office had
to work to get on the ballot and
the "hand holding" county election officials might have done
before was a thing of the past this
year.
Safely
Campaigning
Through COVID
Candidates are safely delivering their messages through this
pandemic.
Although this is Murray
Anderson's first-ever political
campaign, the candidate for
Holtville City Council is well
aware of what's expected of him.
"I think using masks and not
being able to shake hands is
understood and expected nowa-

days. Obviously when you go to
someone's door, you have a mask
on and step back to respect the
social-distancing guidelines,"
Anderson said.
Childers has plenty of experience campaigning, and the Nov. 3
election will be his fourth campaign. He feels that COVID has
completely transformed the way
he communicates with voters. He
now looks for a safe way to deliver his message in a way that voters are comfortable.
"In addition to social media
outlets, in the coming days we
will reach out to voters through
mail, telephone banking, and
other means of providing voters
(our) message without physical
contact," Childers said.
"I have pledged not to do
physical events, and we've managed to do this," said Ureña.
"Face to face is better, but the
health of community comes
first."
"With raised concerns about
basic safety during COVID, not
sure how wise it is for candidates
to go out and knock on doors …
too many unknowns … especially in Calexico as we have been
hit harder than other cities in
Imperial Valley," Ortega added.
Margarita Magallanes, candidate for Calexico Unified School
District board, is a first-time campaigner.
"As a business owner, I am
used to hand shaking, building a
bond, a relationship with people,"
Magallanes said. "As a candidate,
I cannot go up to them. I have to
leave enough space, a security
measure. If they (public) can't
hear me, I go farther back and
remove my face mask so words
can be more clear."
New
Strategies
for
Spreading the Word
Yard signs and banners are
one method of spreading the
word, but some candidates are
trying to think outside the box to
reach their constituents. The following are just few examples
some candidates will be doing to
reach voters hearts and minds.
Enrique "Kiki" Alvarado,

who was first elected in 2016 to
the Calexico Unified School
District board, said "my campaign will change closer to the
election date. I will be utilizing
(vehicle) parades, driving out and
honking.
"Last time I ran it was grassroots, but this time I will be more
dependent on media - newspaper
outlets and news channels - to get
out my message," Alvarado said.
Magallanes is also using
methods that other candidates are
using, such as banners, signs,
cards, and giveaways, but she is
also trying something different.
While still in planning stages,
Magallanes said she is looking
into sponsoring some local hot
dog places, donuts, or raspados
and "giving free food to the first
100 people."
"At that time," she said, "following COVID rules, I'll be able
to be there in an open space
where I can speak to them and
hand out a palm card in
English/Spanish and provide
giveaways in bags."
Magallanes is planning on
running ads and messages to
local groups on social media such
as Facebook and Instagram. She
has also spoken to teachers and
parents via Zoom calls.
"Now what I am doing a lot
more is word of mouth … more
dependent on lot of people to
spread the word, the message, to
their family on social media that I
won't be able to give out,"
Alvarado said.
Ureña has managed campaigns for others for about 10
years. This election year will be
his first time campaigning for
himself. He is utilizing virtual
methods to communicate his
message. He does have two
strategies he is utilizing to spread
the word.
"First is a physical map (your
neighborhood)," said Ureña. "I
come from a mathematics background. I am using grassroot networking strategies. Second is
family. For example, when you
talk to five people, they can
spread to their family and their

neighbors."
"Tienes que correr la voz y
tambien saber como corren las
aquas," he said, which translates
to "you need to get the word out
and you need to know how the
waters flow."
Some of the ways Calexico
Unified incumbent Mike Castillo
is spreading his message is
"reaching the older group through
Facebook, the youth through
Instagram, and focusing on those
different applications, including
using more video to put online.
There is also discussion of an
online forum."
In years past, the El Centro
Chamber of Commerce, Imperial
County Coalition of Labor,
Agriculture, and Business, the
American Citizens Club in
Brawley and the students' association at Imperial Valley College
have all done candidates' forums.
But it wasn't immediately clear if
those organizations will be doing
anything differently this year.
COVID's Affect on the
County Elections
Although the Imperial County
Elections Department did go
through the March primary
before the pandemic hit, a lot of
things have been done differently
since, chief election official
Porter said.
She said with much of the
County Administrative Center
still closed to the public, as it has
since late March, Porter said a lot
of what her department has done
has been done by appointment,
online or over the phone.
And some of it has created
greater efficiencies for her
department, she said.
For example, administering
the "oath" to take the candidacy
and campaign seriously was done
by appointment rather than whenever a candidate decided to show
up to the office.
"We think it worked out for us
a lot better," she said.
Candidates picked up their
filing packets at the door or had
them mailed to their homes.
Porter said it will likely be the
same way for candidates who

need to file state election finance
forms. They will either get their
forms mailed out or pick them up
at the door by appointment and
return them the same ways.
As far as the effect on voters,
so far, it's going to be business as
usual except with safeguards in
place.
Porter said vote by mail ballots will start being sent out Oct.
5 and there will still be 55
precincts, but in a smaller number
of polling places in new locations
that will allow for social distancing.
Keeping it Simple
Maybe just going with the
flow and adapting is the name of
the game with COVID.
Mike Pacheco, who was
appointed about a year and a half
ago to the Holtville City Council,
is seeking re-election in
November.
"I have never had to campaign. (This is) my first time, and
it falls under this COVID-19 situation. The strategy has changed,"
he said.
"I decided to do more signs
and use door hangers on Holtville
residents," Pacheco said. "I'm not
big into Facebook and not going
that route. (I) will do door hangers closer to when county (of
Imperial) announces absentee
voting, which is usually end of
September or beginning of
October."
"The City Council use WebEx
or Zoom for their meetings,
which is most likely what will be
used if there is a forum," Pacheco
noted.
Pacheco, being on the
Holtville City Council prior to
the pandemic, relayed that he has
a benefit in that he has had an
opportunity to meet and talk to
people in person prior to COVID.
"People have had a chance to
meet and talk to me. We have
already had the interaction with
each other."
Added Alvarado: "This
(COVID) is something new for
all of us, and we will adapt. We
will all overcome … (we are) in it
together and learning as we go."

standing liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title insurancecompany, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources,
youshould be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more
timesby the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The lawrequires that information about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesyto those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, therescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call FOR SALES
INFORMATION, PLEASECALL

(855) 986-9342 or visit this Internet
Web site www.superiordefault.com,
using the file number assigned tothis
case 2020-1021. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time
tothe scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web
site. Thebest way to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled
sale.Date:8/12/2020.
S.B.S TRUST DEED NETWORK, A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
31194 La Baya Drive, Suite 106,
Westlake
Village,
California,
91362.818-991-4600By:Colleen
Irby, Trustee Sale Officer (08/27/20,
09/03/20, 09/10/20 | TS#20201021SDI-19327)
Legal 8977

PUBLIC NOTICE
A.P.N.: 045-296-004-000Trustee
Sale No.: 2020-1021 Order No:
1429062CADNOTICE
OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST
DATED
5/31/2019.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER.Will sell at a public auction sale to the highest bidder,
payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States,by a
cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a state
or federal credit union, or a checkdrawn by a state or federal savings
and loan association, or savings association, or savings bank specified in
Section5102 of the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appointed trustee asshown below, of all
right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter describedproperty under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described below. The sale will be
made, but without covenant orwarranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum ofthe note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and late
charges thereon, as provided in the
note(s), advances,under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount(at the
time ofthe initial publication ofthe
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated
to be set forth below. The amountmay be greater on the day of
sale.Trustor: RENATO PANTAS
BAYLON
AND
ESTRELLA
APOLINARES
BAYLON,
TRUSTEES OF THE BAYLON
FAMILY TRUSTDuly Appointed
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED NETWORK,
A
CALIFORNIA
CORPORATIONDeed of Trust
recorded 7/11/2019 as Instrument
No. 2019012204 in book XX, page
XX of Official Records inthe office
of the Recorder ofIMPERIAL
County,
California,Date
of
Sale:9/17/2020 at 2:00 PMPlace of
Sale: AT THE NORTH ENTRANCE
TO THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
939 MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CALIFORNIAAmount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable estimated charges:$191,604.50Street
Address or other common designa-

tion of purported real property:708 E.
5TH STREET HOLTVILLE, CA
92054 AKA 708 E. 5TH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250 AKA 708
E. 5TH ST #17A HOLTVILLE,CA
92250-1514A.P.N.: 045-296-004000 EXHIBIT A The North half of
Block 120 of the Townsite of
Holtville, in the City of Holtville,
County
of
Imperial,
State
ofCalifornia, according to Map No.
908, on file in the Office of the
County Recorder of San Diego
County, a copy ofsaid Map being on
file in the Office of the County
Recorder
oflmperial
County.Excepting therefrom the East
40 feet thereof.Also excepting therefrom any Mobile Home or
Manufactured Home situated on said
land.The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other
commondesignation, if any, shown
above. If no street address or other

common designation is shown, directions to thelocation of the property
may be obtained by sending a written
request to the trustee within 10 days
of the date of firstpublication of this
Notice of Sale.NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understandthat there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property
itself.Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of theproperty. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you
are the highestbidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off,before you can
receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and sizeofout-
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Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:
Rio Vista St. from San Diego Ave. to Holt Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (105); County Project No. 6321

Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:
Rio Vista St. from Holt Ave. to Heil Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (106); County Project No. 6365

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8981

Legal 8982

Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020

Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020
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Residence Inn by Marriott to Join I.V. Mall Area

A full-length west view rendering of the proposed Residence Inn by Marriott hotel can be seen in the
site plans provided in the El Centro Planning Commission's action item. COURTESY PHOTO

BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ
Plans to construct a third
Marriott brand hotel within the
Imperial Valley Mall shopping
center moved one step closer following an El Centro Planning
Commission meeting Sept. 8.
"Because the use would be
compatible with the surrounding
uses of the area, staff would have
no objection to the proposed project," Assistant Planner Christian
Rodriguez
of
the
city's
Community
Development
Department stated in an action
request by the department.
"Therefore, it is staff recommendation that the project be
approved."
The El Centro Planning
Commission approved the conditional-use permit to property
owners Hotel Investment Group
allowing the development company to move on to the next
phase of planning and construction of the 128-room Residence
Inn by Marriott hotel.

Plans show the hotel will be
erected at 3409 S. Dogwood
Ave., on the plot of land between
Fortune Garden restaurant and
the Dollar Tree store on the west
side of the mall, behind Denny's,
according to agenda documents
prepared by Rodriguez.
"The site is adequate to serve
the proposed hotel facility,"
Rodriguez noted in analysis of
the project, according to agenda
documents. "The site is vacant
but has the adequate infrastructure to meet the demands of the
proposed land use."
The newest Marriott hotel
will join TownPlace Suites and
Fairfield Inn hotels, also located
in the mall. Residence Inn is
expected to be 86,629 square
feet, four stories and 65 feet in
height, Rodriguez stated in the
commission agenda documents.
Several amenities are expected to be constructed within the
hotel, including a business center,
fitness facility, pool, guest laundry, coffee and tea station, snack
shop, complimentary breakfast
and all suites will have a refriger-

ator, microwave, and dishwasher,
noted agenda documents.
The decision to approve the
hotel's permit was accompanied
with conditions provided by the
building division, engineering
division and police department to
ensure the hotel's construction
meets development standards and
compliance with the applicable
building and safety codes,
Rodriguez noted in the planning
commission agenda documents.
Among some of those conditions includes enhanced landscaping improvements that will
require a minimum of 15 percent,
or 17,176 square feet, of the construction site to be devoted to
landscape. All landscaping will
also need to comply with the
State's Model Water Efficient
Landscape
Ordinance
and
Section 29-142 of the City Code
consisting primarily of live vegetation, according to the Planning
Commission's resolution to allow
the construction and operation of
Residence Inn by Marriott.
Landscaping conditions also
require that a minimum of 80 per-

cent of the landscaping be within
the front area or areas visible
from a public street. Additionally,
trees will need to be located
throughout the parking lot in
curbed and irrigated planters with
a minimum of one tree per 200
square feet of landscaping or one
tree for every fifth parking stall,
whichever
provides
more,
according to the resolution.
The hotel is also required to
provide a minimum of 128 paved
off-street parking spaces in
accordance with the amount of
rooms it provides and five parking spaces that are compliant
with the American with
Disabilities Act. The construction
of a walkway over the drainage
ditch along the hotel's eastern
property line leading to the mall
is also required, according to the
Planning Commission's resolution.
Another condition to the
hotel's recently approved permit
includes the need to submit landscaping and irrigation plans prepared by a licensed landscape

architect to the city for approval,
according to the resolution.
"The conditions as stipulated
by the city are necessary to protect the public health, safety, and
welfare of the community," the
planning commission resolution
stated.
Prior to obtaining its business
license, the hotel will have a site
inspection conducted to verify
compliance with all of the conditions stated in the commission's
resolution, according to the resolution.
The next step for the hotel
will be to secure a grading permit
followed by the building permit
for the proposed construction.
Four sets of engineered plans and
structural calculations will need
to be submitted to the Building
Department for review and
approval of the building permit.
According to the resolution,
plans must include energy calculations, a soils report and list all
on-site utilities and fire mains.
Continued on page 7
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Marriott........................from page six
The building department's review
will likely take four to eight
weeks after its initial submission
and will require all fees to be
paid to the affected school districts and Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District before
the building permit can be issued,
according to the planning com-

mission's resolution.
Given the conditions that need to
be met prior to receiving a building permit, it may be more than a
few months before the Residence
Inn by Marriott becomes a fully
functioning hotel within the
Imperial Valley Mall shopping
center.

Hearing.............from page three

Updates on the construction of
Residence Inn by Marriott hotel
will be presented in future planning commission meetings once
the necessary progress is made
toward the conditions of the
approved conditional use permit
and building permit submissions
are made.

A memorial to homicide victim Raul Esparza is shown up close at
the foot of a mural commemorating him near where he was killed
and his body was discovered in September 2019.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

The plot of land is designated as the site of the proposed Residence Inn by Marriott hotel located
within the Imperial Valley Mall. COURTESY PHOTO

Esparza's home, where she picked
him up, took him to an apartment
and then picked up co-conspirator
Munguia.
Torres then "drove (a) vehicle
to (the) railroad tracks," court documents state, where Esparza was
killed.
No other details have been
revealed in the case, but DA's officials have stated more could be
known during a preliminarily
hearing for Torres and Munguia, if
a judge needs more information to
move forward with their trial.
So far, the investigation into
Esparza's death is considered
active and ongoing even as it
makes its way through the legal
process, Assistant El Centro
Police Chief Robert Sawyer has
confirmed.
Meanwhile, some of the
delays in the Esparza case appear
to be due to Torres going through

several attorneys early on after the
public defender's office declared a
conflict of interest in representing
her since the office is also defending Munguia, who was assigned
his public defender first, Jason
Amavisca.
Torres has been assigned attorney Stephen Honse, who during an
online confirmation of counsel
hearing Sept. 4 in the Brawley
courtroom of Judge William Quan
told Torres he intended to "finish
out" the case.
At the request of Amavisca,
Quan vacated all prior dates in the
trial and set the combined trial
readiness conference and preliminary hearing for Sept. 30 to give
Honse a chance to become
acquainted with the evidence.
As of Sept. 4, no new documents have been filed in the case
aside from the initial charging
document.

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call
Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.
A full-length west view rendering of the proposed Residence Inn by Marriott hotel can be seen in
the site plans provided in the El Centro Planning Commission's action item.
COURTESY PHOTO
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Legal 8980
PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-454
The following persons are conducting business as:
Pacific Genetics International
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 387
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Imperial Valley Milling Co.
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C1863707
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.

I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Fred Fabre, Secretary
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 18, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
August 17, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8979
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-457
The following person is conducting
business as:
Love of Mine Children Boutique
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Viridiana Rosales
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Viridiana Rosales, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 19, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
August 18, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6380
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020
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Legal Notices Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated Newspaper.
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Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243
• 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org • Facility #134603706

