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Dove Hunting
Continues,
Dunes Tourism
Uncertain for
the Coming
Season
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Dove season may include
more social distancing this year,
but it also included hunters in the
fields in the Imperial Valley.
The first of two dove-hunting
seasons runs through Sept. 15
statewide, followed by a second
hunt period Nov. 14 through Dec.
28. Dates of the seasons haven't
been impacted by COVID-19,
said
Megan
Crane
with
California Department of Fish
and Wildlife Upland Game
Program.
"If anything, I would expect
more hunters," she said. "People
are itching to get outside."
There are some changes, as
fewer visitor centers are open to
minimize the potential exposure
to COVID-19, she said.
However, hunter check stations
will be open for hunters to get
their day passes.
All of the California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife's most popular and productive wildlife areas for dove
hunting are open to the public
during the first half of the season,
Continue on page 7

Getting to Know Holtville's 'Police
Chief,' Sheriff's Sgt. Roy Patterson
BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ
From managing a department's budget to responding as
back up during patrol calls, Sgt.
Roy Patterson with the Imperial
County Sheriff's Office has spent
the last few years adapting to
leading law enforcement efforts
in Holtville.
"Holtville honestly is one of
the most supporting communities
I've worked in," Patterson said.
"It's a really refreshing kind of
community to work for because
there is a lot of negative publicity
out there, and we are here trying
to do the best we can to serve the
community."
For three years, Patterson has
held the title of police chief. He
joined the Sheriff's Office around
the same time it first became contracted with the city of Holtville
to serve as the community's
police force back at the start of
2010. The department has since
continued to provide "professional police service" to the city,
according to the Sheriff's Office
webpage.

"The next couple years I see
myself here, hopefully as long as
my department and city agree
with it," Patterson said with a
smile.

Imperial County Supervisors
Defend County Officials
Against Racism Complaints
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

HALEIGH TOWNSEL 15, of
Imperial leans on the tailgate of a
pickup with the morning's openday haul of dove on Sept. 1. This
was Haleigh's first opening-day
hunt, according to her mom,
Jennifer Wilson Townsel. Haleigh
is holding her late father, Wes
Townsel's, shotgun. PHOTO
COURTESY OF JENNIFER WILSON TOWNSEL

HOLTVILLE POLICE CHIEF and Imperial County sheriff's Sgt. Roy Patterson poses in front of
the sign at the Holtville police and fire department headquarters recently.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Imperial County supervisors
were quick to defend two county
officials after a recent complaint
of racism dealing with the county
elections office.
The
Imperial
County
Democratic Central Committee
voted Aug. 27 to support a resolution of no confidence against
Imperial County Executive
Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr. and
Registrar of Voters Debbie
Porter. The resolution cited what
the committee claimed are "racist
overcharging" of an AfricanAmerican senior citizen for some
documents, delaying in copying
records requested by a MexicanAmerican woman and allowing a
white candidate to submit additional paperwork late.
"Rouhotas, Jr. emailed that he
will not 'tolerate' members of the
public to bring allegations of
racism in Imperial County,
claiming that race-based discrimination does not occur in Imperial
County and blaming the complainant, not the violators, for

raising bonafide concerns about
the racism of Registrar Debbie
Porter," according to the resolution.
At the Sept. 1 county Board
of Supervisors meeting, three
supervisors commented about the
resolution against the county
officials and recent reporting
about it.
"I've known Mr. Rouhotas for
around 30 years, and never, in
any of that time, have I witnessed
or experienced any prejudicial
activity," said Supervisor Ryan
Kelley. "I can categorically deny
that he exudes any of that in his
current position as CEO.
"Ms. Porter as well, I have
full confidence in her in the way
she's been addressing concerns
from campaigns, and I know that
as a candidate in the past that
every candidate, every campaign
have special needs, and what
may be perceived as something
that is not understood or is not on
their schedule is perceived as a
slight."
He added that he was
Continue on page 2

Born in St. Louis, Missouri,
Patterson was the son of a traveling salesman who often moved
his family around. For a time,
they even traveled across the

North Atlantic Ocean to England,
where they lived for five years
before returning to the United
Continue on page 5

Father-Son Time:
Building a Fence,
Building a Relationship

CARMELO MEZA (left) and his 19-year-old son, Kevin, recently completed a fence project at their Holtville home. ELIZABETH
VILLA PHOTO
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
With Holtville resident
Carmelo Meza working nights at
an essential job, he doesn't get to
spend too much time with his
children during the week when

they are in school.
However, during the month
of August, Meza and his eldest
son, Kevin, could be seen working on a project together,
installing a fence around their
Continue on page 7
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Imperial County Officials Looking for Answers About Long Border Wait Times
BY ELIZABETH VARIN AND
RICHARD BROWN
Imperial County officials want to know
why they weren't notified ahead of time
about changes at the Calexico West Port of
Entry.
In a letter dated Aug. 27, the Board of
Supervisors asked to be more involved in
decision making when it comes to bordercrossing decisions that could negatively
impact the Imperial Valley economy. The
issue dates back to an Aug. 21 decision by
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection to
limit resources during peak times for
nonessential travel at the Ports of San
Ysidro, Otay Mesa and Calexico West.
Further, a Calexico man commented on
social media over the weekend that his
father had died from heat exhaustion Aug.
27 after being in line for several hours. He
posted the statement on an online version of
an initial story about the northbound border
lines that appeared in the Aug. 27 edition of
the Calexico Chronicle.
"My dad passed away on Thursday
from heat stroke waiting in line. He just
crossed the border and made it to the house
and passed away in the driveway," wrote
Rodolofo Lizarraga Seanz on the
Chronicle's Facebook page.
Seanz did not respond to several messages from a reporter.

Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo
confirmed that a man was found dead in his
driveway in a vehicle that day, adding that
while he appeared to succumb from the
heat, he did suffer from other health-related
conditions.
Meanwhile, federal officials have said
the changes to traffic flow at the ports aims
to reduce the amount of nonessential travel
crossing the border as a way to slow the
spread of COVID-19 in the United States.
The change in operation led to what was
reported as up to a seven-hour wait at the
Calexico West Port of Entry.
Those long waits, especially unexpected ones, can have an impact on the local
economy, according to county staff.
"Although border-crossing delays are
continually an issue for the agricultural
industry, since August 22nd, in an unofficial survey, farmers reported an absentee
rate of approximately 15 percent due to
long waits at the border," according to the
letter from the county board to federal officials. "Any changes or modifications made
at the POE directly impact our local economy, and it is imperative that the county of
Imperial is informed with advance notice to
prepare for the impacts or to be given the
opportunity to provide input prior to the
implementation of any changes, so that the
direct and indirect impacts are considered."
The Board of Supervisors is also looking to clarify what federal officials consid-

AN AERIAL DRONE shows the backed-up traffic trying to enter the United States
through the Calexico West Port of Entry around 5:45 p.m. Aug. 23. Customs and
Border Protection on Aug. 21 quietly undertook a new policy slowing nonessential
travel into the U.S. to limit COVID transmissions at Calexico and San Diego-area
ports of entry. The actions snarled northbound traffic for up to eight hours in
Calexico, officials said. ANGEL ESPARZA PHOTO

er "peak times" for non-essential travel
across the border and how staffing levels
have changed compared to pre-COVID
staffing.
The letter was sent to the director of
field operations in the San Diego region for
Customs and Border Protection, and copies
were also sent to federal elected representatives.
Victor Carrillo, who was representing
the Calexico Chamber of Commerce,
addressed the county board about the border wait times during public comment at the Aug. 25
county board meeting.
answer for everybody.
He asked that the
"I feel saddened that some- board address federal offibody that has any kind of influence over any group or any sector
of our community would irresponsibly and falsely accuse
another individual without
merit," Plancarte said. "This
should not be tolerated, should
not be tolerated by this board,
should not be tolerated by our
community. It should not be tolerated by those who have those
accusers as leaders of their communities. They should also hold
them accountable as well."
The resolution from the committee is signed by chairperson
Annette Gonzalez-Buttner and
the officers of the committee are
identified as Hilton Smith, Elaine
Gastelum, Salvador Cuevas, and
Michael Bandiera.
In the media release, the
group calls for the resignation of
Rouhotas and Porter.

Complaints................................from page one
officials and recent reporting
about it.
"I've known Mr. Rouhotas for
around 30 years, and never, in
any of that time, have I witnessed
or experienced any prejudicial
activity," said Supervisor Ryan
Kelley. "I can categorically deny
that he exudes any of that in his
current position as CEO.
"Ms. Porter as well, I have
full confidence in her in the way
she's been addressing concerns
from campaigns, and I know that
as a candidate in the past that
every candidate, every campaign
have special needs, and what
may be perceived as something
that is not understood or is not on
their schedule is perceived as a
slight."
He added that he was distressed to see that no formal complaint had been filed with the
county, but rather the resolution
denouncing the two employees
was sent to the media.
"I would counsel anyone who
is a candidate or a campaign, that

you need to take into consideration that there are rules," he continued. "They are following those
rules. There can be hiccups, but
they're being applied across the
board equally."
Supervisor Raymond Castillo
agreed, adding that he thinks the
charges are without merit.
"To our staff, I want to say I
have a lot of confidence in them
that they are doing their job properly and they have my support,"
he added.
Chairman of the Board Luis
Plancarte said he "cannot see
how anybody in their right mind
would make any claim against
his (Rouhotas') character, period."
Additionally, Registrar of
Voters Porter has been an asset
because of her technical knowledge, Plancarte added.
"There were a lot of things
that I thought I knew about the
election process," he said. "Some
of the answers I didn't like, but
nevertheless it was the right

cials about the need in the Imperial Valley
to get people through the lines quickly.
"We have triple-digit weather five
months out of the year," he added. "(After)
20 minutes we used to protest. When it
became two hours, that became the norm.
But now, six to nine hours, that's inhumane.
We can't put our residents and the people
that live in both Imperial and Mexicali valleys under those dire conditions."
The San Diego Union-Tribune reported
an 87-year-old woman suffered a heart
attack and died Aug. 23 in her car while
waiting to cross into San Ysidro, according
to Tijuana police.

If you can’t find our
newspaper, call us for a
subscription only
$42.00/a year!

Call us at
760-339-3899

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
SEPT. 03: Andres Ivan Garcia, Rachel Vasquez, Rylee Bren Green,
AliAnn Christine Iten
SEPT. 04: Carleigh Ann Bingham, Lisa Irungaray, Mark Kilgore,
Lauren Nicole Layton, Taylor Andrew Brady, Blake Melton Babb
SEPT. 05: James Alvarez, Linda Brown, Laura Kramer, Andrew
James Groom, Dale Ming
SEPT. 06: Leslie Van Der Linden, Vonifasio Vasquez†, Lindsey Lucas,
Steven M. Sharp. Deven Strahm
SEPT. 07: Trevor Neale, Broc Kennedy, Pamela Edwards, Nereida
Quevedo, Jimmy Puyot†, Everly Louise Haley, Mary Louise Swiger
SEPT. 08: Dan Daniels, Drew Hill, Rhonda King,Alan Jessee, Mike
Strahm
SEPT. 09: Jared Ries, Mike Johnson†, Trent Granillo, Kevin
Spangler, Aimee Walker
Anniversaries
SEPT. 03: Mr & Mrs. Joel Moseback
SEPT. 05: Mr. & Mrs. John E. Chimits
SEPT. 08: Mr. & Mrs. R. Allegranza
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Week of August 31st
Youth Opioid Response California (YOR)
Youth opioid use is everyone’s problem, and everyone has a stake in addressing it.
YOR California is expanding access to OUD prevention, intervention, MedicationAssisted Treatment (MAT), and other treatment and recovery services for youth and
their families. These solutions include access to early interventions, MAT, relevant peer
and recovery systems, are based in positive youth development, and involve community partnerships. YOR aims to improve and expand access to a continuum of opioid use
disorder prevention, intervention, medication-assisted treatment, and other treatment
and recovery services for youth and their families, thereby preventing opioid overdoserelated deaths. Join Christen Magaña, as we discuss Youth Opioid Response California.

Christen Magaña
Program Supervisor
Substance Use Disorder Prevention and Adolescent Treatment Program

(442)-265-1525

W. Main Street., El Centro, CA
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Semana del 31 de agosto
El Proyecto de Respuesta Juvenil a Los Opioides en California
El uso de opioides por parte de los jóvenes es un problema de todos, y todos tienen
interés en abordarlo. YOR California esta ampliando el acceso a la prevención, intervención, tratamiento asistido por medicamentos (MAT) y otros servicios de tratamiento
y recuperación para jóvenes y sus familias. Estas soluciones incluyen acceso a intervenciones tempranas, MAT, sistemas de pares y recuperación relevantes, se basan en el
desarrollo positivo de la juventud e involucran asociaciones comunitarias. YOR tiene
como objetivo mejorar y ampliar el acceso a un continuo de prevención, intervención,
tratamiento asistido con medicamentos y otros servicios de tratamiento y recuperación
para e uso de opioides para los jóvenes y sus familias, evitando así las muertes relacionadas con la sobredosis de opioides. Únase a Ana Contreras mientras discutimos
mas afondo el proyecto de respuesta juvenil a los opioides en California.

Ana Contreras
Gerente de Salud Mental
Programa de Trastorno por Consumo de Sustancias

(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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State Eviction Compromise Lets Calexico
Imperial County Fair Board:
Council, Local Leaders Off the Hook, Social Planning Underway But 'No
Justice Group Says
Guarantees' Fair Will Happen

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
Although a local social justice
group is pleased to see a legislative compromise struck Sept. 1
that protects renters from being
thrown out onto the streets, a
spokesman for the group believes
the law let Calexico and other
local leaders off the hook for not
taking care of their own.
"Yet again, it took intervention
from the state government to protect local residents, as local officials refused to act," according to
a partial statement from the
Imperial Valley Equity & Justice
Coalition. "Calexico and Imperial
County cities failed to enact the
most basic protections for their
most vulnerable."
Jose Flores, spokesman for the
group, said since April cities and
counties in the state have had the
authority to enact local eviction
moratoriums to protect renters in
the state impacted financially
from job losses due to the COVID
pandemic from being evicted from
their homes and places of business.
Over the last several weeks,
the coalition was trying to work
with the city of Calexico to
become the first and only city in
Imperial County to enact its own
moratorium, providing a sample
ordinance and reaching out to
council members and city staff to
discuss the issue.
The county of Imperial had
already approved such a moratorium, and extended it once, but it
only applied to unincorporated

areas of the county.
Flores said this was an opportunity for the city of Calexico to
show leadership in the hardest-hit
community in the hardest-hit
county in the state by COVID-19.
Ninety local governments - 80
cities and 10 counties - had
already passed similar ordinances.
Gov Gavin Newsom signed
Assembly Bill 3088 on Sept. 1, a
compromise of two bills making
their way through the Legislature,
one from the Assembly and one
from state Senate.
Under the new legislation,
which went into effect immediately, tenants who pay at least 25 percent of their rent from Sept. 1
through Jan. 31 will be protected
from eviction. However, those
who fail to meet the minimum rent
payment could be removed beginning Feb. 1.
The extension also gives tenants a reprieve on unpaid rent
between March and Aug. 31 but
allows landlords to sue for the
back rent during that period beginning in March 2021.
To qualify for the protections,
tenants are required to sign a declaration affirming a COVID-19
hardship.
The bill also extends some
foreclosure protections to owners
of rental property of four
dwellings or fewer that also meet
"certain criteria, including that a
tenant occupying the property is
unable to pay rent due to a reduction in income resulting from the
novel coronavirus."
Although the coalition provided Calexico officials with information in late July, the moratori-

um was not placed on an agenda
formally until Aug. 26, and even
then, it was for an informationalonly presentation by Calexico
City Attorney Carlos Campos. Not
action could be taken.
Flores said he was most disturbed by the lack of urgency the
issue was given by the entire
Calexico council, which only had
one member that wanted to see the
ordinance passed in short order,
Bill Hodge.
What's more, Flores said he
thought that the more than a dozen
community members who called
in or emailed messages to the city
to express a need for such a moratorium were met with no engagement by council members.
"There was a lot of anguish,
and a diverse set of people
expressing their opinions," Flores
said. "But there was no engagement with them."
With a core group of the coalition hailing from Calexico, Flores
said the group mistakenly
assumed the Calexico council
would be the most progressive in
trying to get some sort of ordinance passed.
At the time of Campos' presentation to the council Aug. 26,
some 50 percent of the state's population, or 20 million California
residents, were under some form
of protection from moratorium
ordinances.
Residents like Mark Jacobo of
Calexico, who identified himself
as a renter in the city, said some 46
percent of Calexico residents were
renters. He implored the council
for a "speedy" adoption of an ordinance.
"The integrity of any community is based on how well the less
fortunate are treated. There are
people in our community being
evicted not because they lack
work ethic, but because they lack
the support of local government
during these trying times," said
Calexico resident Crystal Cortez.
Hodge asked that the issue be
brought back to the Sept. 2 City
Council agenda, but Campos and
other city officials didn't think
there was enough time to get alternative ordinances prepared, so the
issue was pushed back to Sept. 16.
Now, action is no longer necessary.
Still, Flores said he is hopeful
that the council will at least take a
proactive role in using its
resources and abilities to make
certain Calexico residents are
made aware of their protections
under the new bill.

STAFF REPORT
With deadlines looming for
2021 California Mid-Winter Fair
& Fiesta livestock exhibits, fair
officials have alerted potential
animal exhibitors that planning
for the Feb. 26-March 7, 2021,
fair is still underway, but "there
are no guarantees."
"We are continuing to work
towards 2021 as if our fair will be
open … but there are no guarantees we will be able to open," the
letter to youths, parents, and
organizations involved with livestock exhibits notes. The letter is
from Imperial Valley's 45th
District Agriculture Association
board, also known as the fair
board.
"We wish we could consult
with one of our magicians to look
into the crystal ball and let us
know what the future holds, but
as you know, things surrounding
this pandemic change on a daily
basis. We will continue to plan as
though we will have a livestock
show and auction until it is otherwise decided we cannot," the letter states.
While the fair is in the late
February/early March time
frame, livestock exhibit deadlines
hit in the fall months. The production steer judging class has
already been impacted: The fair
has officially postponed that class
for the 2021 fair.
"Our local feedlot partners are
an integral part of the success of
this project from start to finish.
After seeking guidance from their
representatives, it became clear
that postponement was the prudent choice," according to the letter.
All other livestock categories
continue, for now.
"Participating in the livestock

program for 2021 is something in
which parents and exhibitors will
have to grapple with as there is no
guarantee we will be allowed to
have a show and or auction. If
you choose to move forward with
a livestock project, ownership
deadlines will remain in place,
and DNA collection and ear tags
will be required as in any other
year," the board's letter states.
Noting the fair is an agency of
the state of California, "the decision on our fair ultimately rests
with the state."
The 2020 California MidWinter Fair & Fiesta was the last
California fair to run its full
schedule before COVID-19 closures hit the state in mid-March.
And if the pandemic eases, it
would be the first to open in the
2021 season.
"The COVID-19 pandemic
has been a crisis felt around our
country, but the California fair
industry has been severely hurt
by this pandemic. Nearly all of
the fairs have had to cancel their
fair as well as their interim
events. Events are the bread and
butter of fairgrounds, and without
them, the industry as a whole,
from fairgrounds, to vendors,
concessionaires, carnival operators, and more have endured huge
losses," according to the letter.
"Unfortunately, every fair in
California has been canceled
since ours, and with Indio already
canceling their 2021 fair, we are
the next fair on the calendar," the
letter notes.
For more information, visit
the
website:
www.ivfairgrounds.com or to see the 45th
District Agriculture Association
board,
visit
www.ivfairgrounds.com/about.ht
ml

I.V. Desert Museum to Again
Participate in National Museum
Assessment Program
STAFF REPORT
Imperial
Valley
Desert
Museum has been approved to
receive a grant for a follow-up
review through the Museum
Assessment Program, which is
administered by the American
Alliance of Museums and funded
by the Institute of Museum and
Library Service, according to a
Sept. 1 press release.
"This special opportunity,
provided to only about 50 museums each year, allows us to build
upon the progress we have made
since our original MAP assessment in 2013 by reuniting us with
our original peer reviewer for
guidance and expertise on a specific issue," according to a statement from the Imperial Valley
Desert Museum.
Museums selected for followup review must demonstrate they
have made strides in taking

action and implementing the recommendations outlined by their
peer reviewer during the original
assessment.
At the time of the original
MAP, Imperial Valley Desert
Museum had been open for less
than two years. The museum had
no permanent exhibits, an
extremely limited visitor and
membership base, and was still in
the process of developing its core
policies.
"What existed then was a
shell of a building and a dedicated team of staff and volunteers
eager to realize a long-awaited
dream," the release stated.
I.V. Desert Museum has chosen to do a follow Up MAP Site
Visit to pause and reflect on that
earlier assessment: to see what
has been met and what is still
Continue on page 4
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A Tale of Two Murder Cases: Are the Killings of Raul Esparza and Chris Torres Connected?
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
There is clearly a link
between the year-old unsolved
murder of Erasmo Christopher
Torres and the still-evolving
murder case of Raul Esparza, yet
police and court documents
aren't tying the two together
other than the fact that one of
Esparza's alleged killers is
Torres' mother, Rosita Deborah
Torres.
An El Centro police official
confirmed that fact, but it was
something already known considering in the week prior to her
arrest on suspicion of one count
of murder and one count of conspiracy to commit murder, Rosita
Torres of El Centro had been in
contact with the Calexico

ROSITA DEBORAH
TORRES
IMPERIAL COUNTY JAIL
PHOTO

Chronicle multiple times in an
attempt to run an advertisement
and get a story written about
what she claimed was the stalled
investigation into her 24-yearold son's Aug. 4, 2019, killing.
The 45-year-old Rosita
Torres was arrested Aug. 20 for
the death of Esparza, a 30-yearold El Centro man whose body
was found burned beyond recognition around 7:10 a.m. Sept. 17
in a trash bin near the railroad
tracks behind businesses in the
900 block of Second Street on
the east side of town.
Torres was taken into custody in her home by El Centro
police the afternoon of Aug. 20
and remanded to the Imperial
County jail, where she remained
Aug. 27 on $1 million bail. She
was arraigned on the charges
Aug. 24, the same day she and
co-conspirator, Daniel Alexander
Munguia, 39, of El Centro,
reportedly a former boyfriend,
was also charged in the Esparza
case with one count of murder
and one count of conspiracy to
commit murder. He also faces a

three-strikes enhancement for
two previous felony convictions
for serious or violent crimes. He,
too, is being held on a $1 million
bond.
Munguia, who is being represented by the Imperial County
Public Defender's Office, was
arraigned and entered a plea of
not guilty the morning of Aug.
27, where his bail was raised
from $500,000. He had been in
custody since July 30 on a
reportedly unrelated count of
assault with a deadly weapon. He
next faces a preliminary hearing
on Sept. 3, according to Assistant
District Attorney Deborah Owen.
Torres was due a bail review
hearing, but that was continued
for Aug. 31, when she will also
have what is called a confirmation of counsel hearing. A conflict of interest was declared by
her public defender and Torres
was appointed a new attorney
Aug. 27. A readiness conference
is set in her case for Sept. 3, with
a prelim scheduled for Sept. 8,
Owen stated.
Although a reporter with the
Chronicle had not gotten the
opportunity to do a more extensive interview with Torres before
police arrested her, she had sent
multiple photos of her son and
the location where he was killed,
and had spoken with other
Chronicle staff in some vivid
detail about Chris Torres' murder.
Much of that information
reveals crossover and circumstantial links between her son's
case and that of Esparza's killing,
including key dates and locations
where the bodies of Chris Torres
and Esparza were found. She
made no mention of Esparza or
anything about his case.
In the days before Torres'
arrest, and in preparation for an
interview with her, the Chronicle
sought an update into her son's
case from the El Centro Police
Department. Even now, all that
police will say is that the probe
into both cases is active and
ongoing, Assistant Police Chief
Robert Sawyer confirmed Aug.
26.
No other details in the Torres
case would be discussed other
than what was on the record from
August 2019.
In the case of Esparza,
Sawyer would not discuss any
details that were not already part
of the press release issued,
except to confirm the familial
relationship between Rosita and
Erasmo Chris Torres.
Consider the Case of Raul
Esparza

Museum.........from page three
"What existed then was a shell of
a building and a dedicated team
of staff and volunteers eager to
realize a long-awaited dream,"
the release stated.
I.V. Desert Museum has chosen
to do a follow Up MAP Site Visit
to pause and reflect on that earlier assessment: to see what has
been met and what is still unresolved.
Moreover, as the Desert Museum
has grown, to identify what new
challenges the organization faces

and what its best resources and
tools are to see them accomplished.
"We are thrilled by this show of
support by its community and
national partners to bring this
unique opportunity back to
IVDM,"
stated
museum
Executive
Director
David
Breeckner in the press release.

Murals memorializing homicide victims Raul Esparza (left photo) and Erasmo Christopher Torres
(right photo) are shown on walls just a hundred feet away from each other near where each were
thought to be killed a little more than a month apart during August and September 2019. It isn’t
known if or how the cases are linked, but the woman accused of killing Esparza is the mother of
Torres. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS

"We are relieved that his
murderers were arrested. We
have been waiting almost a year
for this to happen. We know
there is still a long way to go, but
in the end, we are hoping justice
will be served for him," the
Esparza family said in a statement Aug. 25.
The family offered no additional comments.
Raul Esparza's date of death
is believed to be Sept. 17, 2019,
although it's difficult to know if
that is the case for certain. While
his remains were discovered
early that morning, it wouldn't be
until Sept. 20, 2019, that he was
identified as the victim of a
homicide due to the investigation
into the case and autopsy results,
according to published reports.
The family reported Esparza
missing Sept. 18, 2019.
What gives the time of death
some weight is that according to
call logs reporting the trash bin
fire, a possible suspect was seen
in the area wearing a dark hoodie and white shorts, a prior story
reports.
Imperial County coroner
investigators would not speak
about the case, referring all comment to police.
On Aug. 23, marking the spot
near where Esparza's body was
discovered, stands a sky blue
wall mural with a painting of him
adorned with a halo and angels'
wings, with his nickname,
"Bubba," running vertically to
the right of his portrait.
In front of the mural is a
memorial, with a handwritten
white cross that says his name
and his date of birth and death
(6-9-89 to 9-17-19). Several
dozens of flowers, a stereo and
several cans of beer sit near solar
garden lights. A blue bandana
hangs over the cross.
Few details are known about
the events surrounding his death
from the prior stories, as police
had an active investigation going
on at the time of the initial media
release and no other media
reports could be found.
All that is known - or what is
alleged, rather - is from the Aug.
24 charging document against
Torres and Munguia filed by the
Imperial
County
District
Attorney's Office.
"On or about Sept. 17,"
Torres is alleged to have driven
to the home of Esparza, where
she picked him up, drove him to
an apartment and then picked up

co-conspirator Munguia, according to the document.
Torres then "drove (a) vehicle to (the) railroad tracks," the
complaint states, where Esparza
was beaten and killed.
Other than what was
described in the "overt" acts laid
out in the complaint, Assistant
DA Owen said no other information would be included at this
time; possibly not until a judge
would require additional narrative to determine whether prosecutors had enough evidence to
move forward with the case.
That would not be determined until a preliminary hearing at the earliest, she said.
Owen explained the complaint, which charges Torres and
Munguia together, is just enough
information at this point for the
benefit of the defense attorneys
and defendants, and inclusion of
more details in circumstances
like this could taint an already
limited potential jury pool.
The location of Esparza's
final resting place was described
in initial reports as being behind
some businesses in the 900 block
of Second Street, just east of the
tracks.
That location, according to a
map, can also be described as
being behind businesses east of
the railroad tracks and west of
East Hamilton Avenue.
That is the location previously used to describe where Chris
Torres was shot and killed a little
more than a month earlier, also
where an eerily similar mural
and memorial sit, if one were to
go by description only.
Where the Cases Cross Paths
Literally about a hundred feet
from each other to the northwest,
yet still east of the railroad
tracks, is the memorial for
Erasmo Christopher Torres, that
full name spelled out in white
script with a bold black outline
on a bright blue wall.
Another makeshift memorial
with many of the same hallmarks
as Esparza's were there on Aug.
23: A white cross, flowers, cans
of beer and empty bottles of
liquor left in tribute, solar garden
lights.
It's on that spot where Torres
was shot and killed while walking in the area around 4 a.m.
Aug. 4, 2019, with his younger
brother.
Chris, which is how the family referred to him, and his little
brother were returning from a

friend's house when they were
reportedly confronted by a male
subject who asked whether they
were gang members, family said
in a story published Aug. 7,
2019.
Family members in the story,
and Rosita Torres in conversations with this newspaper, are
adamant that Chris was not a
gang member.
Rosita Torres said El Centro
police kept referring to the
killing as being gang-related
despite her protests. However,
police nor prosecutors would
comment whether the Torres or
Esparza slayings were thought to
be connected to gangs.
Rosita said on Aug. 17 of this
year that Chris was shot three
times, twice in the head and once
in the mouth, and that she chose
to have an open casket at his
funeral so people could see what
had been done to her son.
"Why did they kill him like
that? Why did they shoot him in
the head? He was not a gang
member of any type," she said
the week before her arrest. "In
reality, he was a special education student all his life, a mental
health patient all his adult life."
Rosita Torres was asked
when was the last time she had
spoken with police regarding her
son's investigation, and she said
she last talked with detectives in
March, which Torres said ended
in an argument in which she
stormed out of the police station.
Other instances where the
two cases seemingly cross paths,
or nearly did, include the timing
of Chris Torres' funeral and
Esparza's murder. Because the
Torres family was raising funds
to cover the costs of services, a
visitation at a local mortuary did
not occur until Sept. 15, 2019,
two days before Esparza's
remains were discovered and the
date of his killing alleged in the
charging document.
Again, Assistant Police Chief
Sawyer has said both cases are
open and active, but nothing
more.
Whether the similarities are
circumstantial, or the cases are
intertwined, the soonest that
might be known, according to
Owen's description of the legal
process, could be the first scheduled preliminary hearing for
either suspect, which would be
for Munguia on Sept. 3.
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GUEST COLUMN:
Playing the Race Card

Patterson.......................from page one

BY MARLENE THOMAS
AND HILTON SMITH
In the words of the late John
Lewis, "When you see something
that is not right, not just, not fair,
you have a moral obligation to
say something. To do something
… It is not enough to say it will
get better by and by. Democracy
is not a state. It is an act, and each
generation must do its part to
help build what we called the
Beloved Community, a nation
and world society at peace with
itself."
There are a lot of things that
are not right these days. We are a
politically divided country not at
peace with ourselves. COVID-19
has made visible inequities in
race, health care and income
inequality nationwide.
As Black community members in the Imperial Valley we
have seen firsthand the impact of
racism and inequality. We have
also seen good people on all sides

HILTON
SMITH
of the political spectrum work to
make the Valley better. Black,
White, Brown and Asian
Americans of varying religious
beliefs willing to stand up and
have their voices heard and sit
down to listen to each other.
In early June we were heartened to see over 400 people
peacefully protest the death of
George Floyd. The number of
young people from all over the
Valley was especially gratifying.
Their voices along with the voices of our local police, ministers,
and community activists made a
strong and collective community
statement.
Last week some of us drove
across country to attend the nonviolent commitment march in
Washington, D.C., on the
anniversary of Martin Luther
King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream"
speech. Four were 20-somethings. One young person had
never been out of the Imperial
Valley. They are our children, our
grandchildren and our future.
We need more people willing
to stand up and fight for our community. We need more people to
vote, more people to serve on
local boards and committees,
more people to ensure that all
voices are represented. Events
last week highlighted once again
how important community
involvement is to the health of
our community.
Last week the Imperial
County Democratic Central
Committee passed a resolution
that was false and divisive. It
accused county officials of being
racist. Racism is real. We are both
acutely aware of that. But using
the race card against county officials without conversations and
efforts to resolve differences is
serious and irresponsible. A
newspaper headline is not a solution. Calling for resignations
without trying to resolve problems does not serve the community.
We serve on a number of
committees and work with community groups to make Imperial
Valley a better place including
the Democratic Committee. That
doesn't mean that we have all the
answers or that we are always
right. What it does mean is that
we try to strengthen the community not divide it, to work for justice and not bring injustices upon
others. That includes saying we
are wrong when we are wrong
and pointing out injustice no mat-

MARLENE
THOMAS
ter where on the political spectrum it comes from.
Well over half the registered
voters in Imperial County are
Democrats. The actions of the
County Democratic Central
Committee do not serve those
voters. As members of the committee and the community, we do
not agree with these actions.
U.S. Representative Vargas, And
Assemblymen Garcia and Vargas
have standing representation on
the committee, but their representatives never attend. The chain of
federal
state
and
local
Democratic continuity and leadership is broken. The committee
needs their leadership and participation. We need more participation and new voices.
When John Lewis spoke
about getting into "good trouble,
necessary trouble," he was talking about standing up against
injustice. Good trouble is messy.
It means taking things on and
speaking out even when it is
uncomfortable. There is a wellknown advertisement in Spanish
that translates "if the hard things
in life were easy, everyone would
do them." Standing up against
injustice whether it is perpetrated
by family, friends, or political
colleagues is not easy. It takes
courage. It takes a willingness to
say something is wrong, whether
it is by a Democrat or
Republican, by a friend or a foe.
Good trouble means getting
involved, stepping up and speaking out. It is the only way change
can be made.
Marlene Thomas is chairperson of the Imperial Valley Social
Justice Committee and Hilton
Smith is organizer of Black Lives
Matter of Imperial County.

NEVER MISS AN
ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your
community newspaper
today!
Give Us A Call
(760)
339-4899

States to settle down on the East
Coast to finish Patterson's high
school career.
"I always remember in high
school my thing was either going
to the military, and then I just
wanted to be in law enforcement,"
Patterson said.
Not long after graduating
from high school in 2003,
Patterson followed his dreams
and enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
Actively serving for more than
five years, Patterson's military
career led him to spend several
years stationed at Naval Air
Facility El Centro. His current
rank is as an E-6 1st Class Petty
Officer.
"Technically, I'm still in
because I am in active reserves,"
Patterson said. "I'm now in my
17th year, so I have two and a half
more to do, then I'm done with my
20 years."
A year after leaving the military, Patterson joined the Imperial
County Sheriff's Office and was
attending the academy by the
summer of 2009.
"The Sheriff's Office here
were the ones that gave me the
first shot at law enforcement on
the civilian side," he said.
Patterson has been with the
Sheriff's Office for the last 11
years. Four years of which he
spent working South County
patrol in Seeley, Heber and the
rural areas of El Centro, Imperial,
Calexico, and Ocotillo and another four years he spent patrolling
the office's East County operations in Winterhaven. Patterson's
most recent three years with the
Sheriff's Office have been in the
city of Holtville as the acting
chief of police.
"I still respond to calls, but it's
different because you see more of
a political and even financial way
of having to patrol and supervise
things," Patterson said of his position in Holtville.
Patterson and his team, which
includes two senior deputies and
three sheriff deputies operate out
of the Holtville police substation
building at 585 Fern Ave. The
group patrol in shifts during the
day and night, with swing shifts
added during peak hours,
Patterson explained.
"It is very rewarding when
you get to go out there and actually see that the community accepts
you," Patterson said of the
Holtville community. "The community sees the work you put in to
arrest someone that is either transporting narcotics through the city
or responsible for burglaries or
vandalisms and they're thankful."
Since leading the city's law
enforcement efforts, Patterson has
taken on responsibilities that go
beyond the average sergeant
deputies including budget planning, City Council meetings and
community-related events.
"I do all the same sergeant
duties, like reviewing the reports,
people's timecards, citations and
all that," Patterson said. "You also
go to City Council meetings,
management meetings; there's a

lot more stuff that's entailed then
just the regular patrol sergeant
working south county or north
county beat."
When it comes to the more
challenging aspects of the job,
Patterson said finding the balance
between serving the community
and enforcing the law is his main
objective.
"You try to balance that," he
said. "You try to still enforce what
you need to, but also not to be
overbearing to the community
where you are a nuisance and not
accepted, because if you are a nuisance to your community, you
serve no one around."
In doing so, Patterson and his
deputies have tried to work more
with informing the community of
new city ordinances rather than
enforcing them strictly.
"There have been a couple
city ordinances that have been
new to the city the last couple
years, like the one about not being
able to park on your lawn,"
Patterson recalled. "Instead of just
citing everyone that had a car
parked on their lawn, it was like,
no, let's go out there and try to
inform them."
In support of this process, the
city created flyers the deputies
were able to place on windshields
and car doors that explained the
new ordinance passed and how
the deputies would be waiting 60
days before fully enforcing the
policy. They also issued first and
second notices to residents who
failed to move their cars, he
explained.
"You still have people that
don't do it and they complain and
get mad when they get cited, but
for the most part that's where I see
the biggest challenges are,"
Patterson said.
In response to the department's efforts, Holtville residents
have made Patterson and his
deputies feel welcomed as they
patrol the community, some have
even brought the station baked
goods as a thank you gesture.
"One of the big rewarding
things is going out in the community and actually seeing them
embrace you and being appreciative of what you do," he said.
"Then you feel like you're doing
the right thing and helping the
community you serve."
Patterson has been able to juggle the highs and lows of his job
as police chief through the help
and support of his family.
"They are very supportive of
me," Patterson said. "They've
been very understanding, which I
think is the biggest thing that
helps me get through it."
Patterson and his wife reside
in Calexico, with their four children. Their oldest daughter is 22
years old and recently graduated
from the University of California,
San Diego this past spring. Their
next daughter is 19 and entered
her second year at Imperial Valley
College this fall. They also have a
17-year-old daughter who recently graduated from high school and
has since begun classes at IVC,

along with a 13-year-old son who
just started the eighth grade.
"It can be very stressful on the
family life, but luckily I have a
pretty good supporting crew that
understands what it takes,"
Patterson said in reference to his
family. "It's about making the
quality time when you are home,
because this job will keep you
away."
Often missing family holidays
to work, Patterson and his family
have adapted to the demands of
his job by scheduling celebrations
around times he's available and
understanding that his shift may
not last a regular 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
schedule.
"One of the biggest things in
law enforcement for family-wise
is that it's not like a regular job
when it's 5 o'clock you're punching out and going home, no matter
what's happening," Patterson
commented. "In law enforcement
you don't get to just punch out and
say, 'hey, it's in chaos right now,
but I'm going to go home.'"
Patterson said that sometimes
in finishing a call that requires
someone to be booked into custody, he will have two hours of
extra paperwork to do before
heading home for the day. Despite
these demanding hours, Patterson
hopes to continue his future with
the city.
"I really like it here and I've
let my supervisors know that,"
Patterson said of working in
Holtville. "I really like the aspect
of what I do out here with the people and connections you make."
Patterson hopes to continue to
inspire community members to
work with him and the Sheriff's
Office as they patrol the streets of
Holtville.
"A lot of the crimes that are
solved are through community
policing with having the community as your eyes and ears,"
Patterson said. "So, I encourage
people to call us with any questions, if they see something going
on let us know."
He went on to explain how
community support not only
makes the job is more enjoyable,
but it can also be vital to the work
the Sheriff's Office does.
Patterson has heard from residents who saw something but
chose against calling the department for whatever reason and
hopes more residents will trust in
the department to call them if they
see or hear something that
requires deputies' attention.
"We really appreciate the
overwhelming support they've
treated us with here," Patterson
said. "We can't always be at every
spot at the same time ... so my
thing to the community is, if you
see or hear something call us."
To reach out to the Sheriff's
Office about a tip or to discuss
any other law enforcement matter,
contact the office at 760-3562991.
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Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:
Rio Vista St. from San Diego Ave. to Holt Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (105); County Project No. 6321

Re-Release - Imperial County Department of Public Works
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Material Testing Services for:
Rio Vista St. from Holt Ave. to Heil Ave. (South Side)
Improvements in Seeley - Imperial County; Federal Aid Project
No. CML-5958 (106); County Project No. 6365

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide the following
services for the subject Federally Funded Project:
1.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
2.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p. m. September 22, 2020 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .

Legal 8981

Legal 8980

Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020

Publish: Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2020
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Calexico Father-Son Remembered for Impact on Others
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
Father and son Esteban
Armando Veliz and Esteban
Armando Veliz Jr. of Calexico
were inseparable, fixtures on the
local car club scene and gear
heads known for their love of
customized lowriders as much as
for their love of desert off-road
vehicles.
Yet the pair was also known
for their impact on the lives of
others.
"'Mando' (Sr.) was a kind,
loving person and got attached to
a lot of people. He would walk up
to anybody and you would think
they had been friends for years.
And to me that was a gift from
God," said Mando's sister,
Rebecca Veliz.
"Everything about (Armando
Jr., or 'Mandito') was special,"
said Tony Veliz, Mandito's uncle
and Mando's brother. Tony said
Mandito was born a "preemie" the "miracle boy," the family
would call him - "making it
through was just a miracle."
The Veliz family and just
about everyone who knew
Armando and his son are still in
shock over their deaths Aug. 25,
when the father and son died
together in a tragic accident, the

details of which are still too difficult for the family to talk about.
What is known is that the
pair, 54-year-old Armando and
16-year-old Armando Jr., died in
an off-road vehicle fire in the
desert as they were making their
way home. They reportedly
stopped in the desert that evening
to test drive a vehicle they were
bringing back to Calexico.
Family and friends describe
them as being inseparable, very
much alike and with similar interests. They loved working on
vehicles, trucks, cars, and offroad RZRs. They could fix just
about anything.
"I wish it was just a dream,"
said Tony, who got the call
around 2 a.m. Aug. 26 from
another family member about
Mando and Mandito's passing. "I
knew it was nothing good. It's
unbelievable, can't make any
sense of it. The way I see it is that
the good Lord has a good path for
them. Heaven has two more
angels. Sometimes we don't
understand why, but there is a
reason and purpose for everything that happens."
Mando is survived by his
wife of 18 years, Lorena Veliz,
his daughter, Natalie Veliz, and
four stepchildren, Gracie Lugo,
Frank Lugo, Daniella Lugo, and

Ricardo Najera.
Mando had four sisters,
Rebecca, Dolores, Adela, Rosa
Maria (deceased) and seven
brothers, Ramon, Mike, Javier,
Antonio, Luis, Roberto, and Joe
(deceased).
"It has been hard because
their sister just passed away in
November," said Mando's niece,
Analisa Veliz.
Lorena Veliz Speaks About
Her Husband, Son
"He was the best man in the
world and worked hard to give us
what we needed. He had two jobs
and had extra jobs," wife, Lorena,
said. "He would also do everything for others. He would say,
'Mija I will be right back.' … He
was marvelous. He adored my
children and my grandchildren
from my previous marriage."
"I could count on him
(Mando) to guide me. I will miss
the fun trips we used to have and
the great laughs and great times,"
said stepson Ricardo, who helped
his mother get through an interview
with
the
Calexico
Chronicle.
"Mando was adventurous and
very helpful," Ricardo said. "If
something came up, he was
always willing to join or be part
of whatever situation it was, a
trip, an event, always excited to
be part of it. They (both Mando
and Mandito) were spontaneous.
They were team players."
"My son was the same as my
husband, loving and caring,"
shared Lorena. "He loved his
brothers and sisters. He would
make jokes and liked to help people. If something didn't work, he
would go help, just like his dad.
His dad showed him everything.
They were inseparable and sometimes I felt that he felt his dad
depended a lot on him, especially
when it came to the RZR, he
would Google everything."
Lorena said that if someone
from the car club couldn't fix
something, Mandito would say,

ARMANDO (from left), Lorena, and Armando Veliz Jr. of
Calexico celebrate Armando's 52nd birthday in this 2018 photo.
On Aug. 25, Armando, 54, and his son, who was 16, who fixtures
in the local car club community died in a vehicle fire.
COURTESY PHOTO
bring them over to the house, we
will fix it. "They (Mando and
Mandito) had a big heart," she
said.
Lorena said she is appreciative of the community, friends,
and family for its support. The
family is doing OK, day by day,
she said. She added Mando's
daughter, Natalie, is working on
funeral details to be announced.
Mandito: One of a Kind
"Armandito was a stand-up
kid. His dream was to race in the
desert someday. They (Mandito
and his dad) loved what they did.
They died doing what they
loved," said Ilza Veliz, Mando's
sister-in-law.
"Mandito was a very loving
and caring young man," his Aunt
Rebecca said. "I used to take care
of him. He was very kind, and he
was dear to me."
"Mandito loved to handle a
lot of stuff, fix things that no one
could fix. He was not on (the)
computer to play games but to
see if there was something to be
fixed," his Uncle Tony said.
John Schaefer, a longtime
family friend and member of Del

Valle Car Club, said Mandito
would go to car clubs with his
father since he was 4 years old.
"He would go with us to
shows, and help his dad clean his
truck. My boys, now 15 and 17,
were really good friends (with
Mandito). It was like a big family. He was always setting it up,
and he was the one who went for
the trophies for his dad,"
Schaefer said.
When Mandito was born,
Analisa recalls, he was a preemie,
very active and liked to get into
everything, very curious and
adventurous. His brothers and
sisters were older, in their mid20s, so he had all the attention.
"Mandito was into electronics, games, phone as a teen. He
was loving and very respectful,"
Analisa said. "He was a good,
good kid and got along with
everybody. He played football
and my uncle (Mando) was his
coach. He was also into racing
and they (Mando and Mandito)
Continue on page 12
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Father-Son...............................from page one

CARMELO MEZA(kneeling) and his eldest son, Kevin, 19, work
on a fence project for their front yard in Holtville recently. ELIZABETH VILLA PHOTO
front lawn.
This is a rare sight to see, a
father and his teenage son working together, especially in the
scorching August temperatures.
It's a reminder that the simple
things in life are what matter;
those special times when one can
look back and see what was
accomplished when the family is
united with a purpose.
Kevin, who is 19 years old,
recently graduated from Holtville
High School and is now at home
during the day, where he spent
one to two hours a day with his
father until the fence was complete.
Life Can be a Maze
Carmelo had planned the
fence project about six months
ago, but work did not allow time
to complete it. When the time did
avail itself, there was COVID,
the high summer temperatures
and other challenges.
Just like a maze, they felt
trapped at times and had to go
back or take a different route.
"We did it (the fence project)
in spurts when I was out of work.
Calculating the total hours done,

it was probably about a solid
three weeks' worth of time. I
wanted to finish faster because of
the heat, but due to COVID,
sometimes the materials were not
available, that was the stress. I
had to have patience," Carmelo
said in Spanish.
This was a chance to work on
a project with his son and impart
some valuable life lessons.
Carmelo and his wife, Cathy,
have two children: Kevin and
Bryan, who is age 13. The Meza
family have been residents of
Holtville for the last eight years.
"We are a united family. We
communicate, go on outings, and
eat together as a family," he said.
Being a successful parent
requires the ability to discern the
differences between each child,
knowing that each one is unique
and wired differently than the
other."
"(We) try to give them what
they need personally and for
school. I am proud of my kids,
they are good children; studious,
no problems," he said.
Carmelo's parents are from
Mexicali, and Cathy's parents are

from Jalisco, Mexico. They come
from strong, respectful families,
as they are hospitable and very
respectful.
Without knowing it, Carmelo
was teaching his son about project management from planning to
completion, an important process
that can be used throughout life.
The Journey is Half the
Fun
"Sometimes I would take out
materials needed, and my son
would say it is going to come out
wrong. We would discuss it a bit.
I had in mind the best and easiest
route to do what we needed to get
done. When I explained to him
the steps, then he would understand," Carmelo said.
"Fortunately, we finished the
installation before the high heat
wave," he added.
Kevin was asked about some
of the lessons he learned from the
experience, and how he can
apply those to life.
"He (his father) found tricky
ways to handle the heavy metal
without any effort or help.
Finding ways of figuring out
stuff would be what I can apply
to the future. I learned to think
stuff through and find easier
ways to work or that it will facilitate whatever I'm doing," Kevin
said.
Kevin sees things differently
from his father.
"He sees things in a way that
I don't understand, and he is a
handyman. He knows how to do
everything; any type of work
comes easy to him. To me, not so
much," the son said.
Kevin goes on to say he
admires his father, because "literally anything you can think of, he
can do it, and I am just an average person and I wouldn't consider myself really good at anything."
"I have always told my son,
'be better than me, study, and
have a career to live a better life
than I have,'" Carmelo said.

Tourism.................from page one

HALEIGH TOWNSEL (from left), 15, and her grandfather,
Keith Lewis, of Imperial hunt together on opening day of dove
season on Sept. 1. This was Haleigh's first opening-day hunt,
according to her mother, Jennifer Wilson Townsel. PHOTO
COURTESY OF JENNIFER WILSON TOWNSEL
which started Sept. 1, according
to a press release from the state.
Those areas include Imperial
Valley wildlife areas and Palo
Verde Ecological Reserve.
All of those areas were planted with food crops to attract and
hold doves, according to the
state.
While dove-hunting season
continued somewhat normally, it
is still unclear what federal officials will do with the upcoming
dunes season.
The U.S. Bureau of Land
Management is continuing to
work with local officials to determine the best and safest step forward at the Imperial Sand Dunes
Recreation Area, according to
Public Affairs Officer Michelle
Van Der Linden. Essential staff
are preparing for the season using
COVID-mitigation standards in
the field.
"Continuing our service to
the public while doing our part to
address COVID-19 is very
important and includes asking
visitors to follow guidance from
the CDC and recommendations
from state and local public health
authorities," she wrote in an

email. "While the BLM will do
its best to manage public lands
for public health and safety, visitors are responsible for deciding
what is safe and taking responsibility for their safety and wellbeing."
There will be some changes
to the upcoming tourism season,
including a canceled festival.
Due to current COVID regulations, Polaris officials decided
to cancel the annual Camp RZR
festival, which had been scheduled for the Halloween weekend.
The event brings thousands of
riders to "share their passion for
off-roading," according to a
Polaris spokeswoman.
"As much as our hearts are
pulled toward Glamis and we will
miss riding through the dunes and
hanging out at Oldsmobile Hill,
we look forward to celebrating
our riding family in new and different ways this year," according
to an email from Jessica Rogers
with Polaris. "We look forward to
hosting Camp RZR in Glamis
next year when circumstances
permit."
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Legal 8980
PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-454
The following persons are conducting business as:
Pacific Genetics International
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 387
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Imperial Valley Milling Co.
250 E Fifth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C1863707
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.

I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Fred Fabre, Secretary
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 18, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
August 17, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 8979
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-457
The following person is conducting
business as:
Love of Mine Children Boutique
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Viridiana Rosales
676 Flying Cloud Dr West
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Viridiana Rosales, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: August 19, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
August 18, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6380
Publish: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
LIEN SALE
Chrystal Salinas Unit #99
$405.00
Alan Ruiz
Unit #101
$515.00
Jose Vizcarra
Unit #34
$235.00
Paid in full by September 10, 2020 in cash or will be sold.
Legal 6382
Publish: Sept. 3, 2020

CLASSIFIED ADS
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PUBLIC NOTICE
A.P.N.: 045-296-004-000Trustee
Sale No.: 2020-1021 Order No:
1429062CADNOTICE
OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST
DATED
5/31/2019.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER.Will sell at a public auction sale to the highest bidder,
payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States,by a
cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a state
or federal credit union, or a checkdrawn by a state or federal savings
and loan association, or savings association, or savings bank specified in
Section5102 of the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appointed trustee asshown below, of all
right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter describedproperty under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described below. The sale will be
made, but without covenant orwarranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum ofthe note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and late
charges thereon, as provided in the
note(s), advances,under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount(at the
time ofthe initial publication ofthe
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated
to be set forth below. The amount-

may be greater on the day of
sale.Trustor: RENATO PANTAS
BAYLON
AND
ESTRELLA
APOLINARES
BAYLON,
TRUSTEES OF THE BAYLON
FAMILY TRUSTDuly Appointed
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED NETWORK,
A
CALIFORNIA
CORPORATIONDeed of Trust
recorded 7/11/2019 as Instrument
No. 2019012204 in book XX, page
XX of Official Records inthe office
of the Recorder ofIMPERIAL
County,
California,Date
of
Sale:9/17/2020 at 2:00 PMPlace of
Sale: AT THE NORTH ENTRANCE
TO THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
939 MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CALIFORNIAAmount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable estimated charges:$191,604.50Street
Address or other common designation of purported real property:708 E.
5TH STREET HOLTVILLE, CA
92054 AKA 708 E. 5TH STREET
HOLTVILLE, CA 92250 AKA 708
E. 5TH ST #17A HOLTVILLE,CA
92250-1514A.P.N.: 045-296-004000 EXHIBIT A The North half of
Block 120 of the Townsite of
Holtville, in the City of Holtville,
County
of
Imperial,
State
ofCalifornia, according to Map No.
908, on file in the Office of the
County Recorder of San Diego
County, a copy ofsaid Map being on
file in the Office of the County
Recorder
oflmperial
County.Excepting therefrom the East
40 feet thereof.Also excepting therefrom any Mobile Home or
Manufactured Home situated on said
land.The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other
commondesignation, if any, shown

Veliz......................from page six
Lorena said that if someone from
the car club couldn't fix something,
Mandito would say, bring them over to
the house, we will fix it. "They
(Mando and Mandito) had a big
heart," she said.
Lorena said she is appreciative of
the community, friends, and family for
its support. The family is doing OK,
day by day, she said. She added
Mando's daughter, Natalie, is working
on funeral details to be announced.
Mandito: One of a Kind
"Armandito was a stand-up kid.
His dream was to race in the desert
someday. They (Mandito and his dad)
loved what they did. They died doing
what they loved," said Ilza Veliz,
Mando's sister-in-law.
"Mandito was a very loving and
caring young man," his Aunt Rebecca
said. "I used to take care of him. He
was very kind, and he was dear to me."
"Mandito loved to handle a lot of
stuff, fix things that no one could fix.
He was not on (the) computer to play
games but to see if there was something to be fixed," his Uncle Tony
said.
John Schaefer, a longtime family
friend and member of Del Valle Car
Club, said Mandito would go to car
clubs with his father since he was 4
years old.
"He would go with us to shows,
and help his dad clean his truck. My
boys, now 15 and 17, were really good
friends (with Mandito). It was like a
big family. He was always setting it
up, and he was the one who went for
the trophies for his dad," Schaefer
said.
When Mandito was born, Analisa
recalls, he was a preemie, very active
and liked to get into everything, very
curious and adventurous. His brothers
and sisters were older, in their mid20s, so he had all the attention.
"Mandito was into electronics,
games, phone as a teen. He was loving
and very respectful," Analisa said.
"He was a good, good kid and got
along with everybody. He played football and my uncle (Mando) was his
coach. He was also into racing and
they (Mando and Mandito) were
always together."
"He (Mandito) loved being
together with (his father) because they
had a lot of things in common. He
would go polish vehicles, etc., and go
to car shows. When (my) brother got
the RZR, they would ride out to the
desert. They just clicked and were
very close - a relationship/bond with
his son that was very unique,"
Rebecca said.
Mando, the Encourager
"He (Mando) was my bro, my best
friend, my best man at my wedding;
basically, my 'go-to' guy," Tony Veliz
said. "Yeah, we always had differences
but (were) always together.
"Mando was a good mechanic,
very detailed. It had to be done the
right way or don't do it at all. He built
his lowrider," Tony noted. "I'll be honest with you, he would not eat just to
put money into his truck. When in
Salinas, he was very heavy into the
lowrider scene and forever."
"He (Mando) was such a good
person. He would always look up to us
since we were the oldest," said Ilza,
who is married to Tony. Tony is 69
years old. "He was kind-hearted and
helped anybody. He knew how to talk
to people and was an encourager to
many people."
Brother Ramon recalls when
Mando was a teen, he had a bike and
had his radio on it. He was real cre-

ative and liked to fix it up.
"Back in the '80s, his first '76
Chevy pickup (square cab with short
bed), he put air shocks on the bed, had
a compressor, made hinges, hit a
switch, and the compressor would lift
up the bed. Guys would come from all
over to see the 'Transformer,'" Ramon
said.
From there, Ramon said, he had
people lined to work on their minitrucks to add lift beds.
Mando's "Troca Loca" truck was
very well known in the Valley and
throughout the lowrider community.
The truck was featured in Lowrider
magazine twice - once as a centerfold.
"He was a good brother," Ramon
said. "We used to go to the Baja 250
and football games."
Mando attended Calexico high
school and played football. His work
experience was mainly in the agricultural business and as truck driver with
Veliz Trucking, where he served various companies (Fresh Western,
Havens & Sons Trucking, and other
companies in the Valley, family said).
"I was very proud of the accomplishments he (Mando) had throughout his life," Rebecca said. "It wasn't
easy, sometimes he would struggle,
but he never gave up on anything and
I loved that of him."
"He (Mando) was very bright,
very articulate about the things that he
did. Such a can-do attitude and again
gone too soon. It comforts me to know
that they both died together and doing
what they really liked, that was their
passion. They used to call Mandito his
shadow," Rebecca added.
Mando's Del Valle Car Club
Legacy
Mando was a member of Del
Valle Car Club for 10 years, friend and
Del Valley club president John
Schaefer said.
"When your car is displayed at a
car shows, (there is) such a moment of
pride because so much blood, sweat
and tears go into the vehicle. Mando
put a lot of work into his 'Troca Loca'
truck," Schaefer said.
Schaefer described Troca Loca as
a 1996 full-size Chevy truck bed, with
a "candy red and pink paint job with
anything you can imagine: pin stripes,
designs, graphics, murals (airbrushed
drawing) and so much modifications tilt front-end, walk-through cab from
back of cab, shaved door handles, and
the front end has a hydraulic end that
tilts forward," he said.
Schaefer said that Mando's wife,
Lorena, told him that the truck was not
going to be sold and she wants it to
stay in the car club.
"It is in my garage next to my
other car, Chuko 59, one of the first
(El) Caminos made - and Mando loved
it. It's funny when I open the garage,
they are both together. It brings back a
lot of memories," Schaefer said.
Schaefer invited car clubs
throughout the Valley to attend a meeting to coordinate a united fundraiser
for the Veliz family. Over 10 clubs
came together. Donations received
will be used for fundraising, services,
or other family needs.
"We have nothing but love and
respect for them (the Veliz family).
Since day one they have always been
our family, and Mando and Esteban
always will be in our hearts. They will
be missed," Schaefer said.
The family also has a GoFundMe
site for the father and son at:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/passingof-son-and-father

above. If no street address or other
common designation is shown, directions to thelocation of the property
may be obtained by sending a written
request to the trustee within 10 days
of the date of firstpublication of this
Notice of Sale.NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understandthat there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property
itself.Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of theproperty. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you
are the highestbidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off,before you can
receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the

existence, priority, and sizeofoutstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county
recorder's office or a title insurancecompany, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources,
youshould be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.NOTICE
TO
PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more timesby the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The lawrequires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a
courtesyto those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, therescheduled
time and date for the sale of this

property, you may call FOR SALES
INFORMATION, PLEASECALL
(855) 986-9342 or visit this Internet
Web site www.superiordefault.com,
using the file number assigned tothis
case 2020-1021. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time
tothe scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web
site. Thebest way to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled
sale.Date:8/12/2020.
S.B.S TRUST DEED NETWORK, A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
31194 La Baya Drive, Suite 106,
Westlake
Village,
California,
91362.818-991-4600By:Colleen
Irby, Trustee Sale Officer (08/27/20,
09/03/20, 09/10/20 | TS#20201021SDI-19327)
Legal 8977

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposal (RFP) for Resident Engineer
and Material Testing Services for:
Clark Road Improvement from Wahl Road to 0.5 mi. N. of SR-98 and from Heber Road to 0.5
mi. N. of Heber Road in Imperial County
Federal Project Number STPL 5958(114)
County Project Number 6598
The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide the following services for the subject Federally Funded Projects:
1.
2.
3.

Resident Engineer and Construction Inspection Services.
Material Testing Services - Acceptance Testing.
Material Testing Services - Independent Assurance Testing.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department
of Public Works Web site at https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled "Projects
Out to Bid".
Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. September 3, 2020 to:
John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works
c/o Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst
III of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .
Legal 8976
Publish: August 20, 27, Sept. 3, 2020

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243
• 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org • Facility #134603706
For Publication of Your Legal Notices,
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