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Election Day 'Walk the Trail' Marks First Holtville
Looms for
Gathering Since COVID
Dozens of
Local Races
BY CELESTE ALVAREZ

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
In less than a week, Imperial
County voters will join the rest of
the country in helping decide
who will lead the nation and various federal and state government positions in the Nov. 3
General Election.
Closer to home, however,
dozens of municipal, educational
and special district positions
await resolution, as registered
voters weigh in on who will represent them and develop policy
on their behalf on boards and
councils throughout the Valley.
As of Sept. 4, some 81,072
people were registered to vote in
Imperial County, which makes
up 81.24 percent of eligible
county residents. That is one of
the top-five largest increases in
registration by percentage in the
state since 2016, according to
Secretary of State Alex Padilla's
office.
There were 77,390 voters
registered for the March 3

Crisp morning air and the
tranquil sounds of rushing water
welcomed walkers participating
in the third annual "Walk the
Trail" event at the Pete Mellinger
Alamo River Trail in Holtville on
Saturday, Oct. 24.
"We want everyone to eventually walk this trail and know
what a nice wonderful thing it
is," City Manager Nick Wells
said. "It's really beautiful and
people can't believe this is in
Holtville."
The event marked the first
official public gathering in the
city of Holtville since stay-athome orders had been put in
place in March with the arrival of
Continued on page 5

Holtville Girl, 6, Recovering After Being Accidently Hit by Gunfire
Six-year-old Ximena
Martinez was recuperating at her Holtville
home on Monday, Oct.
26, after being
released from a San
Diego hospital a day
prior. On Saturday,
Oct. 24, Ximena was
struck in the head by
a bullet authorities say
was shot by people
target shooting in the
area near Norrish and
Whitlock roads near
Holtville. | PHOTO
COURTESY OF
DAVID MARTINEZ

Continued on page 6

Holtville
Council OKs
Request for
Bids for Street
Projects
BY JULIO MORALES
The Holtville City Council
voted unanimously to authorize
the city to solicit bids for a sidewalk and a roadway improvement project during its regular
meeting on Monday, Oct. 26.
The $374,000 sidewalk
improvement project would create a pedestrian walkway on the
north side of Ninth Street
between Beale Avenue and Ash
Avenue.
The project's costs will be
funded by a $331,000 grant from
the Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality program, which is
administered by the state
Department of Transportation
District 11. An additional
$43,000 in matching funds for
the project have been secured
from
the
city's
Local
Transportation Authority fund.
Continued on page 3

Residents take in nature and the morning air during the third annual Mellinger Trail walking event
on Saturday, Oct. 24, in Holtville. | CELESTE ALVAREZ PHOTO

George's Pizza Nod Highlights
Family Values, Community Support
BY JULIO MORALES
The proper way to prepare a
pizza, said George McClure Jr., is
to knead the dough into a small
circle that is then hand-stretched,
Assemb. Eduardo
Garcia, D-Coachella, is
taught how to prep his
own pizza by George
McClure, the namesake
behind George's Pizza
in Holtville. Garcia
visited George's on
Wednesday, Oct. 21, to
present the McClure
family with a proclamation honoring the
eatery as the 56th
Assembly District's
Small Business of the
Year for 2020.CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

carefully to avoid tearing, before
molding into its desired shape
and size.
"It's all about taking it nice
and easy, nice and slow," said the
Continue on page 5

BY JULIO MORALES
A 6-year-old Holtville girl
was at home safely recuperating
on Monday, Oct. 26, after being
struck in the head by a bullet two
days earlier while camping with
her family in the area near
Norrish and Whitlock roads,
northeast of Holtville.
The camping trip was the
first outing of its kind for
Ximena Martinez and her immediate and extended family since
the onset of the pandemic and
was something they had all been
looking forward to, said her
father, David Martinez.

The camping location has
long been a favorite destination
for the Martinezes and many others from Holtville who prefer its
relative tranquility and seclusion
compared to other more popular
off-roading locales such as the
Imperial Sand Dunes.
On this occasion, the
Martinez family had heard a lot
of gunfire coming from a nearby
area known as "the pit," where
individuals have increasingly
gone to practice target shooting
in recent years, Martinez said in a
phone interview Oct. 26.
The constant gunfire was
Continue on page 3
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IVC: Ransomware Attack Mexicali Mayor Tests Positive for
Resulted in Breached Data COVID One Day After Calexico Event
BY JULIO MORALES
IMPERIAL - Imperial Valley
College announced on Tuesday,
Oct. 27, that the personal information of campus community
members was accessed during the
Aug. 6 ransomware attack that
crippled the campus' computer
systems.
The announcement, which
was sent to students on Monday,
Oct. 26, did not specify the number of individuals whose personal information might have been
breached, or the nature of that
personal data.
Third-party experts were
determining the confidential data
that had been accessed, stated
Elizabeth Espinoza, interim IVC
public information officer, in an
email Oct. 27.
"Some employees and students were impacted," she stated.
In her Oct. 26 letter to students,
IVC
Superintendent/President Martha
Garcia stated the third-party
investigation was completed and
that the campus received new
preliminary information that
would need to be further clarified
by the third-party experts.
"I felt it was critical to be
transparent, in spite of the fact
that we will not have answers to
all your questions," Garcia stated.
"While we have no evidence to
suggest that any of the impacted
information was viewed or misused during this compromise, we
are working diligently to identify
affected individuals and will notify them in accordance with all
state and federal laws."
Those whose personal information is determined to have
been impacted can expect a letter
from IVC in the next 14 days providing additional details and
information regarding credit-

monitoring services, Garcia's letter stated.
The Aug. 6 ransomware
attack resulted in the payment of
the $55,068 that was demanded
by the hack's perpetrators, Garcia
reported.
As a result of the incident,
IVC officials were prompted to
push back the start of the fall
semester a week.
The payment, which was provided by the campus' insurer and
did not require the use of any
general fund or categorical dollars, was approved following discussions among the Imperial
Community College District
Board of Trustees, the campus' IT
department and the third-party
forensic company.
"This enabled us to get our
key systems to function and start
the semester's online classes with
a one-week delay while both
hybrid and face-to-face classes
began at their regularly scheduled
start date," Garcia stated in her
letter.
In contrast to the ransomware
attack that impacted the county's
computer systems in April 2019,
IVC did not rebuild its systems
from the floor up. The college
instead chose to have its IT
department and consultants
extensively reprogram the system, IVC previously reported.
At the time, the college also
had decided to take its network
offline Aug. 6 to protect its core
information system, called the
BANNER student information
system, which is a database of all
student records.
"I recognize that this has been
and is a traumatic experience and
I sincerely apologize to you,"
Garcia stated. "I assure you that
we have learned some difficult
lessons from it and will do our
best as we move forward."

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
Mexicali Mayor Marina del
Pilar Ávila Olmeda tested positive for COVID-19 on Tuesday,
Oct. 20, just one day after spending several hours in close proximity to numerous U.S. Border
Patrol agents, binational law
enforcement officials, and members of the media during a press
event outside Calexico.
Ávila took to social media on
Wednesday evening, Oct. 21, to
announce via video message that
she had tested positive for the
novel coronavirus after experiencing
"mild"
symptoms
Tuesday that led to fever,
headache, and muscle aches.
As she was making the video,
which lasted 10 minutes, she said
she was feeling better but still
had a slight fever and headache.
The city of Mexicali did not
send out a press release announcing the mayor's illness, her communications
chief
Edgar

Covarrubias said Thursday, Oct.
22. Rather, her Facebook video
served as the city's official
announcement.
Ávila was still in isolation in
her home as of Tuesday, Oct. 27,
where she continues to do almost
daily personal and city-related
updates for her constituents via
video.
Meanwhile, it wasn't known
how many people Ávila might
have exposed during her visit to
Calexico on Oct. 19. She and
Mexicali government and law
enforcement officials joined U.S.
Border Patrol and other
American law enforcement officials on the U.S. side of the border fence just east of Mount
Signal to publicize a binational
enforcement detail between
Border Patrol and Mexican
agents called "mirror patrols."
During the event, Ávila, who
wore a face covering throughout
and showed no signs of illness,
rode atop a horse in close proximity to Mexican and U.S. agents
and officials, and following the

patrol detail, she stood in front of
a bank of media members to give
interviews, standing well within
six feet of many of the journalists
as she spoke about the mirror
patrol program.
Ávila, if she tested positive
for COVID on Oct. 20, was most
definitely positive and contagious on Oct. 19, said Dr. George
Fareed, director at Pioneers
Health Center in Brawley.
El Centro Sector Border
Patrol officials put out a statement the afternoon of Oct. 22
regarding the mayor's positive
test, although it isn't clear who
informed the sector.
"Upon hearing this, we notified all involved personnel, all of
whom followed the appropriate
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines depending
on their level of exposure,"
according to the Border Patrol's
press release. "At this time, all
command staff who attended the
event have received COVID-19
Continued on page 7
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Ávila Tests Positive For COVID Day After Calexico Stop

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES?
NAME CHANGE,
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS OR PROBATES?
PLEASE CALL US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.
CALL 760-339-4899.

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
OCT. 29: David Perez, Evalette Irene Rios, Mallory Samaha, Morgan
Samaha
OCT. 30: Jess Realmuto†, Esther Hulsey, Frankie Nogales, Preston
Claverie, Emmeline Monahan, Alan Jesse Bornt, Diana Ludwig, Parker
Sells, Otto Nilson
OCT. 31: Carlos Castro†, Lynne Van Der Linden, Christopher
Stergios, Tara Dollente
NOV. 01: Brylee Gunter, Sofia Irungaray, Molly Turner, Shellie Cradic
Smith
NOV. 02: Ashlyn Layton, Tiffany Luker Terrill
NOV. 03: Brianna Moody, Linda Terrill, Jane Carey, Laurene J.
Johnson†, Amelie Jane Strahm
NOV. 04: Aubrey Ludwig, Tasha Louise Denton, Audrey Rose Abatti

Anniversaries

OCT. 30: Mr & Mrs. Austin Culp
OCT. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Justin Garewal
NOV. 02: Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Muller
NOV. 03: Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sharp
NOV. 04: Mr. & Mrs. Josef Iten, Mr. & Mrs. Randy Lyon, Mr.
& Mrs. Adam Lyerly, Mr. & Mrs. Danny Garcia, Mr. & Mrs.
Larry Iten
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Week of October 26th
Quality Behavioral Healthcare for LGBT Populations
(Originally aired on May 2015)

Research suggest that LGBT individuals face health disparities linked to
societal stigma, discrimination, and denial of their civil and human rights.
Discrimination against LGBT persons has been associated with high rates of
psychiatric disorders, substance abuse, and suicide. Experiences of violence
and victimization are frequent for LGBT individuals, and have long-lasting
effects on the individual and the community. Join us as ICBHS share their
plan to provide quality behavioral healthcare for our brothers and sisters in
the LGBT Community.

Scott McClure, PhD
National Institute of Corrections (NIC) Contact Consultant Trainer
Evidenced-Based Correctional Practices

(442)-265-1525

Semana del 26 de octubre
Calidad de Cuidado de Salud Mental para la Población LGBT
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo del 2018)

Las investigaciones sugieren que los individuos LGBT enfrentan disparidades
en la salud que están asociados con el estigma social, discriminación, y el
rechazo se sus derechos civiles y humanos. La discriminación contra las personas LGBT han sido asociados con altas tasas de trastornos psiquiátricos,
abuso de sustancias y suicidios. Las experiencias de violencia y de persecución son frecuentes para individuos LGBT, y tienen un efecto duradero sobre
el individuo y la comunidad. Acompañemos mientras Armando Rodríguez
comparte sus programas de entrenamiento para proveer calidad de cuidado de
salud mental para nuestros hermanos y hermanas en la comunidad LGBT.

Armando Rodríguez
Vocero
Grupos LGBT en Mexicali
(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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5150 Pilot Program to Help Mentally Ill, Cops at Same Time
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Before the pandemic, involuntary psychiatric holds, known
as 5150 holds, could keep an officer busy for four to five hours.
Now, with COVID-19 and additional health regulations, some
calls are taking officers off the
street for up to 16 hours.
"When you take an officer
away from my city, where I only
have four guys working, and you
leave one guy out for 16 hours,
it's not good," Calexico Police
Chief Gonzalo Gerardo told the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday, Oct. 20.
"Most of the time, when we're
ready to take them into mental
health, their crisis is over."
That may soon change,
though.
Training is set to start on a
new partnership that officials
hope will help those facing mental-health issues and the first
responders on scene.
The Imperial County Sheriff's
Office and Behavioral Health
Services are partnering for a sixmonth pilot program primarily
covering the southern region of
the county, before expanding to
the northern region during the
first half of 2021.
The goals, interim Behavioral
Health Services director Leticia
Plancarte-Garcia said, is to prevent unnecessarily placing people on involuntary 5150 holds;
instead providing alternative
treatment services when appropriate, thereby reducing the time
law enforcement spends on psy-

chiatric emergencies and reducing the number of clients sent to
hospitals for medical clearance.
The number of mental healthrelated law enforcement incidents in the county has been
increasing, from 1,415 in 2016 to
1,616 in 2018.
And those numbers are just
going to keep going up during
this pandemic, Chief Gerardo
said. He estimated those numbers
could even double with the way
the Calexico and El Centro police
departments have had increased
calls since the pandemic began,
when more people have found
themselves at home, either in
quarantine or because of job losses that have resulted since March.
Gerardo was at the board
meeting where the pilot project
was being presented representing
police chiefs throughout the
county. He is president of the
Imperial County Chiefs and
Sheriff Association.
Plancarte-Garcia explained
when law enforcement agents or
ambulances are transporting people on 5150 calls to the hospital
or other locations, it takes them
out of their duty for quite a while.
"We have been trying consistently to (transport) by ambulance, and that at times is not possible," she said. "It takes an
ambulance out of their route for a
minimum of four hours, sometimes more. So, it's really affecting a lot of the resources."
The pilot program would
allow behavioral health representatives to respond sooner, where
they can recommend different
programs or actions instead of

what is usually a medical check
and possible hospitalization,
Plancarte-Garcia said.
The pilot program, Gerardo
said, will help keep officers in
their home jurisdiction. They will
still respond to these calls, but a
mental-health rehabilitation specialist/technician and specially
trained sheriff's deputies will
respond as well.
"We spend a lot of time with a
5150, from the initial call, to
going out there and assessing the
problem," he said. "Everybody's
busy. Hospitals are packed right
now due to COVID.
"We get there. We assess it.
We figure out he's a 5150,"
Gerardo said of the current
process for police officers. "We
take him to the hospital because
we need a medical clearance. We
do the COVID test. That's where
the problem starts.
"We figure if we have a coresponse at that point, maybe we
can get this streamlined down to
spending up to … I think the
longest we've spent in Calexico,
we had two incidents since
COVID started that were 16
hours. Prior to that, it took anywhere from four to six hours,
which still is too much," Gerardo
added.
The goal of streamlining the
program is to keep those officers
on the street working, he said.
It wasn't immediately available when the pilot program will
be start, or how many co-responders will be deployed initially.

IID Petitions Appellate Court to Reassign
Abatti Case on Attorney Fees, Costs
STAFF REPORT
Attorneys
for
Imperial
Irrigation District on Friday, Oct.
23, filed a writ of mandate with
the Fourth District Court of
Appeal in the Michael Abatti v.
IID case seeking to have further
action by the trial court reassigned to another judge, according to a district news release.
Action is pending before the
trial court regarding whether IID
is entitled to a reassignment for
attorneys' fees and costs. Last
week, the district petitioned
Judge L. Brooks Anderholt to
recuse himself, and he declined,
according to the release.
The district believes such
reassignment, under the circumstances, is warranted.
"By taking action to file this

writ of mandate with the Fourth
District Court of Appeal, the IID
board is doing what it must do to
protect the interests of the public
that it serves," Frank Oswalt, IID
general counsel, stated in the
release. "The board can no longer
ignore the trial court's record of
bias in this litigation. From day
one
before
this
judge
(Anderholt), his rulings, reactions to counsel and, ultimately,
his written decision were, in my
view, demonstrably biased
against the district.
"A close reading of the Court
of Appeal's reversal of the judge's
2017 order reveals a litany of
questionable holdings and conclusions that, in retrospect, are
obviously the result of bias. By
denying IID's well-founded

request that he recuse himself,
Judge Anderholt has left the
board no choice but to file this
writ with the Court of Appeal that
seeks his removal from the case,"
Oswalt further stated.
"In the interests of justice and
impartiality, the most prudent
thing for Judge Anderholt to do
was to have stepped aside; it is
regrettable that he chose to not do
so," Norma Sierra Galindo, IID
board president, stated in the
release. "Our legal counsel has
advised the board to seek relief
from the Fourth District Court of
Appeal and this is precisely what
we did by authorizing general
counsel to file this writ of mandate."

Rufino Cortez
3/10/47 - 9/24/20
Rufino Cortez, a life-long resident of Holtville, California
passed away peacefully in his sleep at the age of 73 on September
24, 2020.
Rufino is survived by his wife, Rosario Bautista Cortez, his
children, Jerry Cortez of San Diego, Mayela Cortez of San Diego,
Joe Mange of San Diego, Rosario Perez of Holtville, and Billy
Mange of Redlands, California. Rufino also leaves 12 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. Rufino was born in Holtville on
March 10, 1947 to Manuela and Pedro Cortez. He was the fourth of nine children. He was
home birthed and lived in the same house on Holt Avenue until his formative years. Since
an early age, Rufino instinctively knew the value of hard work and dedicated his life to
farming and cultivating the agricultural mesa that is the Imperial Valley. Rufino quickly
earned his life-long reputation as an early-riser and a penchant for hard work. Rufino was
a loyal employee to Mario Saikon Industries and other various farming companies
throughout the Imperial Valley, before starting his own successful small hay business.
Always humble, yet fiercely protective of his loved ones, Rufino lived the embodiment of
a life well-lived: a good provider to his family, a present husband, a disciplinarian when
called for, and a good friend to his neighbors and his Holtville community.

********************************
Rufino Cortez, residente de Holtville, California, fallecio a la edad de 73 años el 24 de
Septiembre 2020. Rufino nacio el 10 de Marzo de 1947. Hijo de Manuela Camacho y
Pedro Cortez, el cuarto de nueve hermanos. Muy buen esposo de Rosario, padre de seis
hijos, Jose Luis, Mario, Chayito, Billy, Mayela y Gerardo. Abuelito de 12 nietos, y 13
bisnietos. Siempre humilde de corazon con sus seres queridos y amigo fiel con todos
sus familiares y amigos en general. Rufino vivio una bonita vida hasta donde Diosito le
permitio llegar. Un buen provedor a su familia, a quien tanto quiso. Y a dejado en la
mas profunda tristeza.

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated Newspaper.
Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899

Calexico police officers take a suspect into custody in this image
provided by the Calexico Police Officers Association. The Calexico
Police Department, the Imperial County Sheriff's Office and
Behavioral Health Services are partnering in a six-month pilot program meant to help those facing mental-health issues and the first
responders on scene. A "co-responder" from the Sheriff's Office
deployed with police will help transport psychiatric-hold patients
to help free up officers to remain in their home jurisdictions. |
COURTESY PHOTO

Council.............from page one
The proposed project will still
leave a segment of Ninth Street
without a sidewalk on its north
side between Ash and Oak
avenues. Contract city planner
Jeorge Galvan told the council
that additional CMAQ grant funds
may be sought to complete the
stretch.
"The next round, we'll continue the other side of the sidewalk,"
Galvan said.
Additionally, the proposed
project will require the installation of a 6-inch curb and gutter
along the new interior sidewalk
edge and new asphalt rubber
hot mix pavement within the
native earth area, according to the
agenda item's staff report.
During its meeting, the council also authorized the city to seek
bids for the improvement of
Orchard Road from the Alamo
River Bridge to Fourth Street.
That project has a projected
cost of $448,000 and will be funded by a $396,000 grant from

Caltrans' Surface Transportation
Block Grant program and the
State-Local Partnership Program.
A $52,000 match from the city's
LTA fund will also help supplement costs.
The project aims to rehabilitate about 567 feet of Orchard
Road, which serves as the city's
sole point of access from the
south, the agenda item's staff
report stated.
The proposed improvement
project will include accessibility
improvements, including a curb
ramp at the crosswalk on Fifth
Street and Cedar Avenue and new
pedestrian sidewalk with its
respective curb and gutter.
City Manager Nick Wells indicated during the meeting that he
would likely seek a change order
that would add a roadway feature
that would help prevent motorists
from driving over the island at the
southwest corner of the Fourth
Street and Orchard Road intersection.

Recovering........from page one
rather unnerving for the
extended Martinez clan, which
along with David and Ximena,
included Martinez's wife, his 4year-old daughter, his mother, and
his sister and her husband and
their son.
"It was the first outing for the
kids who were looking forward to
it, and we didn't want to cut it
short because of the shooters,"
David Martinez said.
The family had just gathered
around the campfire about 6 p.m.
to roast marshmallows when a 9
mm bullet grazed Ximena's head,
ultimately lodging itself between
her scalp and skull, her father
explained.
"And with her first marshmallow she got hit," he said.
Martinez said Ximena could
recall the hard impact of the bullet, followed by a ringing sensation and temporarily not being
able to hear.
Following the incident, the
family rushed Ximena to Pioneers
Memorial Hospital in Brawley.
She underwent surgery there to
remove the bullet and received
three staples to close the wound.
"It wasn't a direct hit, thank
God," Martinez said.
A follow-up scan of her head
and brain revealed some internal
bleeding, prompting doctors to
recommend Ximena be flown to
Rady Children's Hospital in San
Diego, Martinez said.
Physicians there subsequently

told the Martinez family that the
bleeding was minor and should
naturally resolve itself without
any complication, Martinez said.
Ximena was released from the
hospital about midnight Sunday,
Oct. 25.
Martinez expressed concern
about the increased frequency of
individuals practicing target
shooting in the area of Norrish
and Whitlock, which attracts
many Holtville families for camping and off-roading.
"There's no control as to when
people go out to shoot," he said.
The county Sheriff's Office is
investigating the incident as a
negligent discharge of a firearm,
and though they have not identified any suspects, they have been
attempting to contact a person of
interest, Chief Deputy Robert
Benavidez said Oct. 26.
"We're following up on leads
and seeing where it goes," he said.
Though it is legal to discharge
firearms in the desert area, it is
illegal to shoot in the desert area if
one is close to a roadway, close to
people, or close to a dwelling,
which all constitute separate violations, Benavidez said.
"Due to the fact that we don't
have an exact 'location' where the
bullet was shot from, it's hard to
say if it was in fact 'legal,'"
Benavidez stated in an email.
"(It's) arguable it wasn't, because
it did in fact hit someone."
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2020 Cattle Call Rodeo a Go Thanks to Donors, Sponsors
STAFF REPORT
The 64th annual Cattle Call
Rodeo is a go, but just in a typically late 2020-type of way live, with no crowd in attendance, and completely online.
In accordance with COVID19 safety regulations established
by the Imperial County Public
Health Department and the
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association, the rodeo will be
held in a spectator-less Cattle
Call Arena on Nov. 14 and 15,
according to information in an
Oct. 21 statement from the
Cattle Call Rodeo Committee.
The important thing is that
the rodeo will go own as it has
for more than 60 years, and due
to the impacts of COVID, making the rodeo tradition happen
this year could not have been
realized without the many sponsorships and donations, according to the committee.
"It's always humbling when
you ask our community to step
up and help, and it is so good to
see how important this celebration is to our community," committee chair Carson Kalin stated
in the release. "Our sponsors
have shown us that with their

generosity."
This year's rodeo will be
livestreamed
on
Cowboy
Channel Plus, which is an app
that can be downloaded on
phones, tablets, laptops and
computers at www.cowboychannelplus.com
Earlier this year, the rodeo
committee faced a decision on
whether to cancel the rodeo
given the impacts of the pandemic. However, over the past
couple of months as the county
began to experience a reduction
in coronavirus cases, the rodeo
committee determined that under
current guidelines, it would be
possible to hold the rodeo but to
do so without spectators, according to the committee's statement.
Kalin stated the committee
determined that if proper safety
guidelines were followed, the
rodeo should continue to be held
as an important Imperial Valley
tradition. He said the committee
reached out to Imperial County
and the city of Brawley, and both
gave their support to hold the
rodeo under strict safety parameters.
However, the committee's
release stated, the success of the

SDSU-IV Adds Four-Year Liberal
Studies Degree in Fall 2021
STAFF REPORT
Prospective freshmen seeking
admission to San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley campus for fall 2021 will have even
more degree options: the university is adding a full-time, fouryear liberal studies degree program starting in the fall semester.
Both freshmen and transfer
students have until Dec. 4 to
apply for admission for fall 2021
at SDSU-IV and other California
State University campuses.
The new full-time, four-year
degree liberal studies sequence is
popular with students studying
for elementary and middle school
teaching careers, according to a
SDSU-IV press release. It is the
third full-time, four-year degree
program added to the SDSU-IV
lineup in the last two years. A
full-time, four-year psychology
degree was started in the fall, following the addition of a full-time,
four-year criminal justice degree
program that was launched in fall
2019.
Previously, the three degree
programs were available only to
students transferring to SDSUIV. These degree programs, and
others in the planning stages, are
part of an ongoing university

effort to double enrollment at
SDSU-IV to about 2,000 students
over the next few years, according to the release.
"We want students to have the
opportunity to attend and earn a
four-year degree, or a graduate
degree, at a top-tier university
without having to leave the
Valley,"
SDSU-IV
Dean
Gregorio Ponce stated in the
release.
Providing an exceptional university education locally at an
affordable price is important
because, Ponce stated, adding
that data shows many local graduating high school seniors eligible to attend CSU do not immediately enroll.
All Imperial County benefits,
Ponce stated in the release, by
having a full-time, four-year public university here.
Ponce added, "To grow our
local economy, we must raise the
community's college-educated
percentages.
SDSU-Imperial
Valley can be an important part of
the solution."
To
apply,
go
to
ivcampus.sdsu.edu

rodeo each year largely comes
from ticket sales along with
sponsorships. The combined
funds enable the rodeo to be held
each year while also supplying
the necessary funds for the rodeo
committee to maintain and
upgrade Cattle Call Park, which
the committee does annually in
partnership with Brawley.
To hold the rodeo this year
without the support of ticket
sales would have depleted funds
set aside for the park and maintenance. In the end, despite not
being able to offer seating to
sponsors or hold the annual dinner to honor sponsors, local
businesses and organizations
still came forward with support.
"The donations made the
rodeo possible while also ensuring there would continue to be
funds to make improvements at
Cattle Call Park and maintain the

A contestant lassos a calf during the girls' breakaway roping competition at the 63rd annual Cattle Call Rodeo in Brawley on Nov.
9, 2019. | FILE PHOTO

park for the community," Kalin
stated. "Without that support, it
would have been a lot tougher to
make this year's rodeo a reality."

Kalin added, "It means a lot
to us that the community wants
to see this tradition continue."

Drive-Food Fest Serves
STAFF REPORT
While a traditional California
Mid-Winter Fair in 2021 is still
very much up in the air, fair officials are working to give the
Valley at least some events that
conform to COVID-19 restrictions, according to a news release
from the organizers of the fair.
A major example is a "DriveThru Fair Food Festival" that will
be on the grounds the next two
weekends. The other is a modified
and limited livestock event that
will allow youths to raise and market their animals.
"We have stated, and will continue to state, that our goal is to
hold our annual fair as we have for
the past decades," fair Chief
Executive Officer Alan Phillips
stated in the press release.
"Unfortunately, the decision on
whether we will be allowed to do
that does not lie within the organization. The fair board will continue to monitor local and state
guidelines in order to evaluate
what we are able to do for 2021."
Phillips said the Food Festival
"is being held to lend support to
our fair food vendors who have
had a very bleak year in 2020."
Folks seeking some traditional spiral fries, funnel cakes, corn dogs,
deep-fried confections and more
are invited to drive through the
grounds on an established route.
The first phase of the festival
opens this Friday, Oct. 30, and will
run through Sunday, Nov. 1. It will
reconvene the following Friday,
Nov. 6, through Sunday, Nov. 8.
Times on both Fridays are 4 to 8
p.m. Saturday and Sunday times
are 1 to 8 p.m. Traffic will enter
through the main entrance off

Second Street in Imperial. Menus
and maps will be provided when
vehicles enter.
Meanwhile, local youths seeking to raise market animals will
have that opportunity, but with
drastically altered procedures.
At its October meeting, the
fair board made some decisions to
address lingering questions.
"The California Department of
Food and Agriculture has stated
market animals are essential to the
food chain. With that, fairs have
been submitting plans to request
conducting a 'grading' show
whereby animals are shown (under
health and safety parameters) and
are graded by a judge for their
marketability," the board noted in
a letter sent to potential exhibitors.
It approved a recommendation, based on current conditions,
to prepare for a grading show for
2021.
"This will certainly be different than our shows in the past and
there will be new rules as well as
old rules that will be followed.
Because this is new for all of us,
we don't have all the new rules and
or policies at this time. We will
utilize the rules from the 2020
show, and will amend/change
those as needed to accommodate
this new show," the board noted in
the letter.
A few of those known changes
are:
•The show will be terminal:
no animals which show will be
allowed to go back home nor
allowed to be sold to anyone
other than a designated processor.
•Animals will be health
checked and any that do not pass
will immediately be sent back

home with the exhibitor.
•Exhibitors will receive market price and the fair will conduct
an online add-on process to allow
for the community to contribute to
the exhibitor projects.
•All animals will be classed
based on weights; no breed classes.
•It will be a dry show. No
washing, clipping or grooming of
animals will be permitted on
premises.
•4-H and FFA will show
together.
• DNA is still required.
•The Youth for Quality Care of
Animals (YQCA) certification is
still required.
The fair is required to submit a
plan for approval to the California
Department of Food and
Agriculture through the Imperial
County Health Department. "So, it
is important to reiterate that
although this is the direction we
are going, we can still be told we
have to change course," the letter
noted.
The plan "will include many
requirements such as masks, distancing, and other requirements
we have become accustomed to
while living in this pandemic. We
are uncertain at this time whether
we will be allowed to have spectators on site, and if so what the
requirements and limitations
would be," the letter added.
The fair board, in partnership
with the California Mid-Winter
Fair Heritage Foundation, will
also be enhancing facility communication infrastructure to allow
live streaming of all the shows.
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Trail...................from page one
COVID-19. A town hall and City
Council candidate forum that had
been planned for Holt Park on the
evening of Oct. 22 was postponed.
Morning registrations for the
annual trail walk began at 8 a.m. in
the gravel parking lot beside the
local skate park on the corner of
Fourth Street and Pine Avenue. The
hour-long trail event formally
began at 8:30 a.m., with several
participants sporting face masks as
they strolled the trail with friends,
children, and even some fourlegged pets.
"It's kind of crazy right now to
bring everyone together, so that's
really the purpose of it," Wells said.
"In today's COVID-19 (pandemic),
having an outdoor exercise-related
event is really a good thing right
now, so we said for sure we are
going to keep it going this year."
More than 40 community
members came out to practice
social distancing while walking the
1.2-mile hiking trail. Participants
had the opportunity to take in the
trail's scenic views of the Alamo
River and flourishing greenery that
led walkers back into town after
first looping under the charred railroad trestle bridge that stands near
the city's entrance west of Highway
115.
Efforts to secure grant funding
to repair the trestle bridge and
incorporate it with the Pete
Mellinger Alamo River Trail are
already underway by the city. In
September, the City Council
approved the third phase of the
application process for the
Recreational Trails and Gateway
Grant Program, which the city
applied for last year through the
California Natural Resources
Agency.
The current trail will eventually feature a fork in the road after
the loop under the trestle bridge
that will provide the public with an
additional recreational trail, which
will continue along the top of the
bridge. Landscaping, benches, and
signage are also planned to be
installed on the trail pathway leading up to the trestle bridge, according to the city planning reports.
"This current trail goes underneath the railroad bridge and goes
into town, so what we will do is we
will have a fork right there separating the two and have the trail follow the river about half a mile to go
to the wetlands," Wells explained.
He noted that although the
local wetlands don't exist just yet,
the city is nearly ready to bid out
the construction of the wetlands.
The Walk the Trail event continued from the bridge into the city
with white chalk outlines guiding
participants from Olive Avenue to
West Sixth Street, until returning
on to Pine Avenue, where local
firefighters awaited event-goers to
cross the trail's finish line. The
chalk outlines came to a stop
underneath an American flag that
welcomed walkers as it waved,
suspended between two fire
engines in an alleyway behind City
Hall.
"We have our firefighters
spread out throughout the trail,"
Fire Chief Alex Silva said.

Holtville resident Manuel
Provencio (left) walks beside
his son and pet dog, Nugget,
during the third annual
Mellinger Trail walking event
held Saturday, Oct. 24.
| CELESTE ALVAREZ
PHOTO
Firefighters and members of the
Sheriff's Department local substation were on city street corners
directing participants walking the
trail.
No stranger to the trail, Silva
was happy to see the annual event
return despite the ongoing pandemic that has forced several social
gatherings to cease out of fear of
spreading the coronavirus.
"I know with all the stuff that's
going on right now this is a nice
way for the community to start
socializing again with each other,"
Silva said. "It's an awesome trail
and we want people to get used to
it, and also for them to come out
and do something healthy."
Exercise and fresh air were just
the things to inspire Holtville resident Manuel Provencio to join the
walk with his son and their pet dog,
Nugget.
"One of the main reasons why
we came out is because there is not
a lot to do, and it's something positive," Provencio said. "We usually
go to the (Colorado) River and to
the local things we have in the
Valley like the desert area and
Superstition Mountain."
Provencio said he learned of
the morning trail from the white
chalk outlines he saw directed
around town and decided to check
out the local trail for the first time.
"It's a good day today, and it's
something outdoors to promote
good endorphins and just get out,"
Provencio said.
Anyone who missed the annual
event will still be able to visit Pete
Mellinger Alamo River Trail during the park's regularly scheduled
hours.
A small health fair was planned
immediately following the walk,
where CVS Pharmacy was to provide free flu shots. However, due to
shipment issues the shots were not
available and free clinic will be
rescheduled for one of the next two
Holtville farmers markets scheduled for Oct. 29 and Nov. 11,
Veterans Day, from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. in front of City Hall, Wells
explained.
For more information on the
upcoming farmers markets, contact
the city at 760-356-2912.

George’s..................................from page one
McClure, whose namesake father
founded Holtville's widely popular
George's Pizza in 1991. "It takes a
little practice."
George Jr.'s years of practice - the
24-year-old has been a fixture at
the family's pizzeria ever since he
could remember - appears to have
paid off with the announcement
that George's Pizza was named the
Small Business of the Year for the
state's 56th Assembly District.
More than just a validation of the
family-owned pizzeria's tasty fare,
the recognition honors the
McClures just as much for their
strong work ethic and continued
support of the community.
The recognition was also something of a no-brainer for
Assemblyman Eduardo Garcia, DCoachella, who has been something of a regular at the pizzeria
since his teenage years, when he
frequently visited his late grandfather's house located just a few
blocks away.
"If there's any community that I
have a real strong connection to in
Imperial County, it's actually
Holtville," Garcia said on
Wednesday, Oct. 21, during his
visit to the eatery to present the
McClures with a formal proclamation recognizing the achievement.
Aside from the proclamation,
Garcia provided the McClure family with a gift bag that included a
pair of flyswatters adorned with the
California Assembly seal, as well
as a miniature replica of the local
billboard that is currently adorned
with his campaign office's
announcement of the pizzeria's
recognition.
The larger billboard's sign recognizing George's Pizza was installed
on Oct. 12 at the southeast corner
of State Route 111 and Evan
Hewes Highway and features a picture of the pizzeria's owners,
George and Blanca McClure.
The recognition came both as a

Assemblyman
Eduardo
Garcia, D-Coachella, makes
his own pizza pie at George's
Pizza
in
Holtville
on
Wednesday, Oct. 21, when he
visited the eatery to present the
McClure family with a proclamation honoring George's as
the 56th Assembly District's
Small Business of the Year for
2020. | CORISSA IBARRA

Blanca (from right) and George McClure and their sons, George
Jr. and Jonathan, proudly show their proclamation from Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia, D-Coachella, naming George's Pizza of
Holtville the 56th Assembly District's Small Business of the Year
for 2020. Garcia presented the award to the McClures on
Wednesday, Oct. 21. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
surprise and an honor for Blanca
McClure, who said much credit is
due to Holtville residents' continued support as well as that of the
wider Valley community.
The family-owned and operated
pizzeria owes its existence to her
husband George's passion for making pizza, a talent he initially
honed as an employee of a Numero
Uno pizzeria when he attended college in the Los Angeles area.
His pizza-making resume also
includes a stint as a cook at the Top
Hat Saloon, which had previously
occupied the space at 116 W. Fifth
St. where the George's is currently
located.
When George Sr. decided to
branch out on his own, he started
on a much-smaller scale and in a
much-smaller space, and with the
community's increased patronage,
he was soon able to relocate to a
larger venue. George's Pizza has
been at its current location since
2005, following a brief hiatus in
operations, Blanca said during
Assembly Member Garcia's visit.
"We've been very blessed," she
said. "This is something that we
love to do."
Soon, additional Valley residents
may have a George's Pizza to frequent in their own community, as
the McClures have hopeful plans to
expand their family-oriented business.
George Jr. said he has been
groomed for such an occasion
since he was old enough to answer
phones at the family business,
which aside from slinging pizza
pies also sells salads, sandwiches,
and sides.
"It's something I want to do," he
said.
His 18-year-old brother, Jonathan,
is expected to follow suit, too, said
Blanca, who called the restaurant
her children's "second home."
"This is their future," Blanca said.
The Small Business of the Year
recognition is awarded annually
through a collaboration between
the California Small Business
Association and state legislators,
who get to nominate a small busi-

ness from their respective districts.
Typically, the honorees gather in
June for an awards luncheon in
Sacramento. Due to the pandemic,
however, the association first postponed the event and then subsequently cancelled it.
The event's cancellation prompted
the association to allow 2020's
Small Business of the Year
awardees to retain the title for
2021, when it is hoped that
improved conditions will allow the
honorees and legislators to gather
in Sacramento.
In the meantime, Garcia said he
hopes that George's Pizza's recognition helps remind other businesses that financial assistance remains
available through the state to help
them deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as further serve to
highlight the restaurant's contribution to the city and Valley.
"Hopefully, it's a good shot in the
arm over the next few weeks for
some business to come this way,"
Garcia said.
The pandemic and its related
restrictions on business operations
have presented challenges for
George's Pizza, but it has yet to
seek any emergency relief funding
and has been able to retain most of
its workforce, the McClure family
said.
Blanca McClure said she is thankful for the community's support
during the past challenging
months. Five years ago, the pizzeria faced a different kind of challenge, and an equal display of community support, when it sustained
smoke and water damage as a
result of a fire at an adjacent building.
Supporting the community has
been a longstanding tradition of
George's Pizza. Its walls and
shelves are adorned with numerous
plaques and trophies related to the
restaurant's sponsorship of youth
sports teams.
"Whether they win or lose a game,
good pizza always puts a smile on
their faces," Blanca said.
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Elections.............................................................................from page one
primary.
Officials are guessing this
Election Day will look different
than in the past due to several factors, one being pandemic restrictions.
"It is difficult to estimate how
many ballots will be received via
mail versus in-person voting,"
Imperial County Public Relations
Officer Linsey Dale said Tuesday,
Oct. 27. "However, due to
COVID-19 limitations, I can
definitively say that we anticipate
a much greater number of mail-in
votes compared to previous election cycles."
There's also the retirement of
county Registrar of Voters Debbie
Porter to take into consideration,
who announced she would step
down effective Election Day during last week's county Board of
Supervisors' meeting on Oct. 20.
Porter began her career with
Imperial County in 1997 and has
served as the registrar of voters

since 2014. The registrar of voters
is appointed by the county executive officer to plan, organize, and
oversee all operations and activities of the Elections Department,
including the registration of voters and conducting all primary,
general, and special elections in
the county.
"Through my time as the
Registrar of Voters I have served
the people through the electoral
process with integrity and honesty," Porter said Oct. 27. "I have
seen many changes in the elections process through the years,
but most notably has been how
votes are cast.
"So far, the 2020 General
Election has seen more mail-in
ballots than any other election in
our history," she added. "With this
experience, I foresee the need for
more mechanization being used in
processing future elections."
The March primary saw 35.06
percent of all votes being cast by

mail-in ballots, while the rest
were precinct votes. Total turnout
was 30.97 percent of registered
voters.
While it isn't clear how the
numbers will change with the
upcoming election, the county
does have a plan to make sure
votes
are
recorded
and
announced.
The county has assembled a
transition team to shadow Porter
and work closely with staff to
ensure continuity of the election
process, according to Dale. That
transition team, which includes
representatives
from
the
Executive Office, County Counsel
and Human Resources, will stay
until a replacement has been confirmed.
County officials would not go
into further detail and Porter

petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Filed:
October 8, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6395
Publish: Oct. 15, 22, 29, 2020

concerns who is on them.
All told, 34 of the total 98
local individuals whose names
will appear on the Nov. 3 ballot
are women, representing more
than a third of the total candidates
vying for office, according to a
past Calexico Chronicle story.
Traditionally, fewer than onethird of the total candidates have
been female, according to county
data.

FACTBOX:
For profiles on candidates
for local races, visit
CalexicoChronicle.com or
HoltvilleTribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Orion Construction Corporation an Equal Opportunity Employer is
requesting sub-bids from all qualified subcontractors and suppliers including certified DBE firms performing a commercially useful function for
referenced project:

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leslie Sue Carter
CASE NUMBER: EPR000795
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Leslie
S. Carter a.k.a. Leslie Sue Carter
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Ida Din in the Superior Court of
California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Ida Din be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 6, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the

would only answer questions submitted through Dale.
There are also new regulations
from the state government this
year to consider.
While mail-in ballots must be
postmarked on or before Election
Day, the deadline for when those
ballots must arrive at the county
Elections Office has been extended from three days to 17 days.
This is just in case there are delays
by the postal service, according to
information from Secretary of
State Padilla.
Ballots can also be dropped
off at the Brawley Public Library,
Calexico City Hall, Calipatria
City Hall, Holtville City Hall,
Imperial City Hall, Westmorland
City Hall, or the Imperial County
Elections Office in El Centro.
Another change to the ballot

Project: Water Treatment Plant Improvements Project
Project Owner: City of Holtville
Bid Date: Thursday, November 5, 2020 at 2:00 pm
DBE Contract Goal:
General work description: Project Description: The City of Holtville’s Water Treatment Plant Improvements include
the following: Install a shade structure over the clarifier/mix media filters; Replacement of Finish Water Pump
Station Motors; Install a baffling system in the 1.5 MG Water Storage Tank; Finish water piping alignment to allow
the water storage tanks to operate in series; Rehabilitate the 2.4 MG Water Storage Tank with the addition of a
Cathodic Protection System, TTHM System, and recoat of the tank; Replacement of two emergency standby generators; and Electrical and Controls for Automation.
Lead Estimator: Chad Opper
Phone: 760.597.9660 Ext.303
Fax Quotes to: 760.597.9661
Orion Construction Corporation is requesting quotes from all qualified subcontractors and suppliers including certified DBE firms for the following items of work, including but not limited to: Project Sign, Shade
Structures, Netting, Tank Coating and Lining, Baffle System, Chlorination of Tanks and Pipeline, Ladders
and Vent Screens, Cathodic Protection, Blower and Ventilation System, Spray and Mixer System, Transfer
Pump Motors, Emergency Generator and Electrical.
Plans and specifications are available at our office free of charge or online at:
http://holtville.ca.gov/section.php?id=74
Please call with general project questions or about working with Orion Construction Corporation. Orion
Construction Corporation intends to work cooperatively with all qualified firms seeking work on this project.
Requirements: For any bid proposal submitted on or after March 1, 2015 and any contract for public work entered
into on or after April 1, 2015, the following registration requirements apply: Every Subcontractor is required to be
registered to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5 of the Public Contract Code (“Section 1725.5”).No
Contractor or Subcontractor shall be qualified to bid on, be listed in a bid proposal pursuant to Section 4104 of the
Public Contract Code, or engage in the performance of any contract for public work, unless currently registered to
perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5. No bid shall be accepted, nor any subcontract entered into without proof of the Subcontractor’s current registration to perform public work pursuant to Section1725.5.
Orion Construction Corporation Orion Construction Corporation is a nonunion company. 100% performance and
payment bonds may be required for the full amount of subcontract price. Subcontractors must possess a current contractor’s license, DIR number, insurance and worker’s compensation coverage, meeting Orion Construction
Corporation’s requirements.
Orion Construction Corp.
2185 La Mirada Drive
Vista, CA 92081
Tel 760.597.9660
Fax 760.597.9661
Orion Construction is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Legal 8990

Publish: Oct. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8994

Publish: October 22, 29, 2020
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PUBLIC NOTICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-549
The following persons are conducting
business as:
Thiago’s Closet
381 E Hamilton Ave. Apt. 8
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Eva Aracely Coronel
21915 Church St.
Perris, CA 92570
Jose Luis Lozano Fragoso
21915 Church St.
Perris, CA 92570
This business conducted by: A
Married Couple
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Eva Aracely Coronel,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County ClerkRecorder on: September 28, 2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
September 27, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6396
Publish: Oct. 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Arnold M. Valencia, aka Arnold
Mendibles Valencia and Arnold
Valencia
CASE NUMBER: EPR000799
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both,
of: Arnold M. Valencia, aka
Arnold Mendibles Valencia and
Arnold “Noly” Valencia
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Karen Gallegos in the
Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Karen Gallegos be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the
court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 13, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined
in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq.
HORTON, KNOX, CARTER &
FOOTE, LLP
195 South Second St,
P.O. Box 1439,
Brawley, CA 92227
(760) 344-2360
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/19/2020 at 04:07:52 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6401
Publish: Oct. 22, 29, Nov. 5, 2020

Mayor....................................from page two
tests, and all results were negative
to detection of COVID-19.
"We are wishing Mayor Ávila
a full and speedy recovery,"
according to the statement.
Covarrubias was asked several times whether the city had contacted those who might have been
exposed to Ávila, including
Border Patrol and members of the
media.
He
never
specifically
answered but said any announcements about COVID or health
issues would come from the Baja
California health secretary's
office in Mexicali.
An announcement by Canal
66 on the morning of Oct. 22
advised members of the media
who attended the Oct. 19 event to

Mexicali Mayor Marina del Pilar Avila Olmeda speaks to the
media during a press event between U.S. and Mexico authorities
east of Mount Signal west of Calexico on Monday, Oct. 19. She
would test positive for COVID-19 one day later, Oct. 20.
| CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
get tested, but it wasn't immediately clear who prompted that

warning.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CURRENT PROPERTY TAXES DUE
Made pursuant to Section 2605, 2606, 2609 & 2010 Revenue and Taxation Code
Karen Vogel, Imperial County Treasurer-Tax Collector, hereby announces that statute requires that the regular
secured tax bills must be mailed on or before November 1, 2020 to all property owners, at the addresses shown
on the tax roll. The 2020-2021 Secured bills were mailed September 14, 2020. If you own property in Imperial
County, the county listed in this notice, and have not received a tax bill, contact the Tax Collector’s office at:
940 W. Main Street, Room 106, El Centro, CA 92243-2864, by phone (442) 265-1270, or via email at taxcollector@co.imperial.ca.us.
Failure to receive a tax bill does not relieve the taxpayer of the responsibility to make timely
payments.
The FIRST INSTALLMENT of 2020-2021 taxes are due and payable on November 1, 2020 and will become
delinquent if not paid by 5 p.m., or the close of business, whichever is later, on December 10, 2020; thereafter
a 10% penalty will be added. The SECOND INSTALLMENT is due on February 1, 2021 and will become
delinquent if not paid by 5 p.m., or the close of business, whichever is later, on April 12, 2021; thereafter a 10%
penalty will be added plus the cost to prepare the delinquent tax records and to give notice of delinquency.
BOTH INSTALLMENTS MAY BE PAID when the first installment is due.
Payments may be made by electronic funds transfer or by mail sent to Imperial County Treasurer-Tax Collector,
County Administration Center, 940 W. Main Street, Room 106, El Centro, CA 92243-2864.
Payments may also be made by dropping off your payment at one of the property tax payment drop boxes located at the County Administration Building at 940 West Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243-2864. You may also
pay current year taxes electronically or by phone through a 3rd party vendor. More information is available via
this link:
https://treasurer-taxcollector.imperialcounty.org
Mailed payments must be postmarked on or before the delinquent date to avoid delinquent penalties. On
payments sent through the United States Postal Service, timely mailing is determined by the U.S.P.S postal cancellation mark placed upon the envelope. Check with your postal service to determine postmark deadlines in
your area or have your envelope “hand cancelled” at your local post office to insure proof of timely mailing.
Postage meter dates are not proof of timely mailing and are not accepted as a postal postmark. Visit our website for more information regarding various types of postage that do not receive a qualifying postal postmark and will not constitute proof of timely mailing.
I certify, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.

KAREN VOGEL
Imperial County Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at El Centro, Imperial County, California, on October 13, 2020.
Published in the Holtville Tribune and Imperial Valley Weekly/Calexico Chronicle on
October 22 and October 29, 2020.

Legal 8993

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Hector Armando Villarreal
CASE NUMBER:
EPR000796
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both,
of: Hector Armando Villarreal, aka
Hector A. Villarreal, aka Hector
Villarreal
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Alma Jessica Villarreal
in the Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Alma Jessica Villarreal be
appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 6, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined
in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/14/2020 at 01:35:47 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6399
Publish: Oct. 15, 22, 29, 2020
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing

ECRMC, UCSD to Team on Second
Major Clinical Trial for COVID Vaccine

City of Holtville
Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the City Council of the City of Holtville at the
date, time, and place indicated below. The purpose of the public hearings will be to hear comments from
the public regarding the following subjects:
Project:
Downtown Zoning Code Amendment Setback and Signage

Location:
Downtown Zone

The proposed amendment is intended to reduce signage restrictions and revise setback requirements in
Downtown Zones A and B. The proposed amendment is exempt from further environmental review as it
is Categorically Exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).The
City Council will consider approval of the proposed amendments upon reviewing all findings and public
comments.
Project:
Melon Apartments Annexation,
Pre-Zone, and General Plan
Amendment

Location:
Northeast Corner of East Alamo Road (9th Street) and Melon
Road (APN's 045-390-006, 045-390-044, 045-390-065, 045-390066, 045-390-067)

Melon Properties LLC submitted an application for the development of a new 152-unit apartment complex on an 8.19 acre site adjacent to the northern city limits of the City of Holtville.
Approximately7.75acres of the project site is outside of the current incorporated city limits and require
annexation into the City.The five parcels comprising the Project site currently have a land use designation
of Low Density Residential (LDR). This designation does not allow for multi-family development.
Therefore, a General Plan Amendment from LDR to Medium Density Residential (MDR)is required.
Likewise, a Pre-Zone from the County zone R-1-U (Single-Family Urban) and R-1 (Single-Family
Residential) to City zone R-2 Two Family is also necessary. A Mitigated Negative Declaration consistent
with CEQA has been prepared to examine the potential environmental impacts of the project.
City Council Hearing Date:
Hearing Time:
Hearing Location:

November 9, 2020
6:00 PM
Holtville City Hall
121 W. 5th Street

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours.
If you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact
Francisco Barba, Assistant Planner, at (760) 337-3883 or fbarba@theholtgroup.net
Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Social Distancing practices will be followed. Parameters will be determined, posted and
published prior to the meeting. Written comments should be directed to the Holtville City Clerk, 121 West
5th Street, Holtville, CA 92250 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the
project name in all written correspondence.
Legal 8996

Publish: Oct. 29, 2020

Adolphe Edward (right), chief executive officer of El
Centro Regional Medical Center, introduces doctors
from El Centro Regional and with University of
California San Diego Health during a press conference
on Tuesday, Oct. 27, announcing the hospital's collaboration with UCSD as a site in a second national COVID
vaccine trial. | SCREEN CAPTURE
STAFF REPORT
University of California, San
Diego researchers are collaborating with El Centro Regional
Medical Center in the Imperial
Valley to create a subsite for an
AstraZeneca trial to assess the
safety, efficacy and immunogenicity of a vaccine designed to protect
against SARS-CoV-2, the novel
coronavirus that causes COVID19, according to an ECRMC press
release.
ECRMC's participation will
take place under the flag of UC
San Diego Health, which is taking
part in a second, massive clinical
trial for the vaccine, the release
states.
Like the Moderna clinical
trial, which launched in late July
and is the first trial, the Phase III
national AstraZeneca study will
recruit up to 30,000 participants at
multiple sites across the country.
The trial arm at UC San Diego will
involve an estimated 1,600 participants, with particular outreach
intended for underserved communities, according to the release.
The UC San Diego trial is slated to
begin Friday, Oct. 30.
"The virus has dealt a devastating blow to both the medical
and financial well-being of the
region,"
stated
Dr.
Chris
Tomaszewski, chief medical officer at ECRMC. "A successful vaccine trial - our target is more than
1,000 participants - will give hope
as we stop the spread of this disease in such a vulnerable community."
"The SARS-CoV-2 pandemic
has disproportionately impacted
communities of color across the
United States," stated Dr. Susan
Little, professor of medicine at UC
San Diego School of Medicine and
principal investigator of the UC
San Diego trial. "These vehicles
will help our research team bring
vaccine trial opportunities to highburden communities that might
otherwise be underserved."
The trial is sponsored by the
National Institutes of Health's
COVID-19 Prevention Network
and is part of Operation Warp
Speed, a program sponsored by
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, with a goal to
deliver 300 million doses of a safe,
effective vaccine for COVID-19
by end of year or early 2021,
according to the press release.
Currently, Operation Warp
Speed has committed a reported
$8 billion to development and/or
purchase of different vaccines
under
investigation
by
AstraZeneca,
Moderna,
Janssen/Johnson & Johnson,
Pfizer/BioNTech SE, NovaVax,
Merck and Sanofi/GSK, the last a
European-based partnership.
The latest vaccine, known as
AZD1222, is a collaboration
between the pharmaceutical giant
AstraZeneca
and
Oxford
University, both based in the
United Kingdom. It is made from
a weakened version of an adenovirus (which causes the common
cold) derived from chimpanzees
and modified so it cannot replicate
in humans. Little said the

approach is similar to the strategy
used safely in previous human
vaccine trials for prevention of
Middle
East
Respiratory
Syndrome, a coronavirus closely
related to COVID-19.
In data published in The
Lancet, researchers found that the
vaccine was generally well tolerated in Phase I/II trials, with the
most common adverse effects
being temporary pain, fever, muscle ache, headache, chills, fatigue
or malaise. These effects were less
frequent after the second dose and
less frequent in trial participants
who were pre-treated with
Tylenol.
Preliminary findings found
that study participants receiving
two vaccines 28 days apart developed fewer vaccine side effects
(than those receiving one vaccine)
and all developed SARS-CoV-2specific neutralizing antibody
responses. Additionally, AZD1222
vaccines have generated production of immune cells called T cells,
which are important for long-lived
immunity.
Participation Protocol
The Phase III AZD1222 trial
will be randomized, double-blind
and placebo-controlled - the gold
standard for clinical trials. Up to
30,000 participants will be
recruited, spread across 81 sites.
Two-thirds of the participants will
receive the test vaccine, given as
two injections with the second
shot 28 days after the first. The
other third will receive two injections of a saline placebo on the
same timetable.
Qualifying participants must
be 18 or older and be in reasonably good health. They must be at
increased risk of SARS-CoV-2
infection due to where they live
(higher community spread of the
virus) or personal circumstances,
such as working in essential jobs
like first responders, health care,
maintenance, construction, grocery stores or assisted living facilities.
The study is scheduled to last
for two years, with seven scheduled study visits to monitor participants' health and well-being.
Participants will be asked to
monitor for symptoms of COVID19, such as fever, shortness of
breath, cough, headache and loss
of sense of taste. Participants are
asked to contact study coordinators immediately if they develop
symptom(s)
suggestive
of
COVID-19 that persist for a day
or more - at which time they will
be tested for SARS-CoV-2.
Participants who develop
COVID-19 while on study will
wear an armband device that
measures temperature, blood oxygen saturation, respiratory rate
and heart rate to assess their wellbeing for up to 28 days. They will
provide blood and nasal samples
during the scheduled study visits.
For information on other
COVID-19 clinical trials at
ECRMC, visit https://www.covidvaccineiv.com/ call 760-3394085.
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