VOL 116 NO 46 IMPERIAL COUNTY, CA

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving Your Community Since 1905

UPDATE:
11,100 Local
Ballots Remain
Uncounted, No
Major Changes
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
A little more than a week
since the Nov. 3 general election,
around 11,100 ballots are left to
be counted in Imperial County,
according to the latest update
from the county Registrar's
Office on Tuesday, Nov. 10.
There were 4,100 mail-in ballots remaining and 7,000 provisional ballots to be tallied, bringing the turnout to 46.54 percent
so far now that 39,148 ballots
from the county's 84,123 eligible
registered voters have been
processed.
With the remaining 11,100
chads still intact, projections are
on track for about a 60 percent
total turnout for Imperial County
once the election is certified by
Dec. 3.
That number of uncounted
ballots could still rise, however.
This year, due to changes brought
on by COVID considerations by
the governor's executive order,
California's county registrars can
accept mail-in ballots postmarked by Nov. 3 up until Nov.
20.
Really, the uncounted ballots
have done little to change the
result of the vast majority of local
races following the initial results
from Election Night, which was
comprised of early mail-in ballots received by the county prior
to Nov. 3 and the physical ballots
cast or dropped off at the county's
45 polling sites.
Some 19,996 votes, representing a 23.77 percent turnout,
were tallied by 1 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4.
How Valley Compared
Nationally
Much has been made since
Election Night about the national
numbers, as we seem to be a
nation in dispute.
With a record turnout this
year, and more people than ever
voting by mail because of coronavirus, hundreds of thousands of
ballots remained uncounted in
the days immediately following
the presidential election.
On Saturday, Nov. 7, the
election was finally called in
favor of former Vice President
Joe Biden, which was immediately disputed by President
Donald Trump and his camp.
Still, as of Wednesday, Nov. 11,
Continued on page 7

County Ready For COVID Crush,
Official Find Hope In Vaccine
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO
BROWN
As COVID-19 cases
rage across the United
States in what some are
calling a third wave, setting new records each day
for the last couple weeks,
local officials appear far
from hitting the panic button, by all accounts
steeled from the live fire
experienced
when
Imperial County was the
nation's coronavirus capital during late spring and
summer.
While Gov. Gavin

Newsom rolled back
restrictions on some 11
California counties on
Tuesday, Nov. 11, placing
regions like neighboring
San Diego County into
the most-restrictive purple tier, a designation
from which Imperial
County has never even
had a chance to emerge
due to the consistently
high rates of COVID
transmissions,
local
Public Health Department
and county officials,
along with the region's
two hospitals, were more
engaged with the promise
of a vaccine than mired in
the doom and gloom of

increasing cases.
That's not to say there
isn't concern. Planning for
an even larger local surge
is well underway at El
Centro Regional Medical
Center and Pioneers
Memorial Hospital in
Brawley,
and
the
Alternative Care Site has
been upgraded from its
dormant "warm" status, to
"patient ready," on standby to receive the COVIDinfirmed as soon as the
need arises, Imperial
County
Emergency
Medical Services Agency
Director Chris Herring
Continued on page 8

A fence surrounds the Alternate Care Site in
Imperial Valley College's gym on Thursday, Nov. 5,
as state and local officials brought back the site from
dormant "warm" status, to its current "patientready" status in advance of the current surge of
COVID-19 cases in the county and much of the
nation. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Veterans Day Caravan Honors Armed Service Members
BY JULIO MORALES

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, Holtville resident and proud U.S. Army veteran Basilio Castro shows his recognition plaque with photos of his
brothers, all of whom are military veterans. Together, the Castro
brothers hae a combined military service of 172 years. The retired
master sergeant was to participate in the Veterans Day events in
Holtville on Wednesday, Nov. 11. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

The ongoing pandemic has
proven to be no match for the
city of Holtville's annual
Veterans Day tradition of honoring community members who
have served in the armed forces.
This year, the city of
Holtville organized a vehicle caravan that was to be led by
Holtville Fire Department fire
engines in place of the holiday's
annual downtown parade.
Though the caravan was
expected to be much smaller in
scale, it was accompanied by no
less a collective sense of excitement in the days preceding
Veterans Day.
"It's amazing to see the people that come out and support our
veterans," said Rosie Allegranza,
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
chief executive officer, on

Tuesday, Nov. 10. "Holtville has
great pride in that."
City Council members were
expected to join the caravan as
well, with some riding in the Fire
Department vehicles and others
in their personal vehicles along
with their respective spouses and
family members.
Joining the caravan will be
retired Army Master Sgt. Basilio
Castro. The 81-year-old is one of
eight male siblings who have
served in the Army and who
together have a combined 172
years of service.
Castro will be joined in his
pickup by four of his siblings,
including Jimmy, Arthur and
Juan, all retired sergeants, and
Julio, a retired captain.
The highly patriotic family
looks forward to the city's
Veterans Day celebrations and
Continued on page 8

Nick Wells Becomes LongestServing Holtville City Manager
BY JULIO MORALES
Ever since the city of
Holtville began to employ city
managers in the late 1980s, some
have served for as briefly as less
than three months, while a few
others' tenures had extended
beyond five years.
But none have been
employed for as long as current
City Manager Nick Wells, who in
September marked his six-year
anniversary and became the
city's longest-serving head
administrator during that era.
And though other local city

officials have attempted through
the years to lure him away to fill
their respective vacant city manager positions, Wells isn't likely
to budge any time soon.
"I've really made a conscious
decision to stay here," Wells said
during an Oct. 28 phone interview. "I am kind of a small-town
kind of guy."
The
Holtville
native's
employment with the city began
in 2011, when Wells was hired as
the city's finance manager.
Technically, Wells didn't apply
for the position, and instead had
applied for the city manager's

position.
An accountant by trade,
Wells admittedly did not have the
formal experience typically
required to serve as city manager,
but he had a fervent desire to do
so.
"That was something I was
always interested in," he said.
Following his interview with
city officials for the city manager
position, they encouraged Wells
to apply to be the city's finance
manager instead, so that he could
familiarize himself with
Continued on page 5
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CITY MANAGER
NICK WELLS
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Holtville Council OKs Sign Ordinance Amendments

The City Council's Nov. 9 meeting convened a public hearing to
discuss changes to the city's downtown business sign ordinance.
One resident spoke out against the use of signs that exceed a
building's height, such as the Ace Hardware sign atop the newly
opened business. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
been prohibited in the downtown
BY JULIO MORALES
area's A zone, which has Holt
Park and City Hall at its center,
A proposal to allow business- and extends a block to the south,
es to use standalone pole signs in a half block to the east and west,
the downtown area was nixed by and segments of Pine and Holt
the City Council during its Nov. 9 avenues to the north.
regular meeting.
The downtown area's two B
The proposal was part of a zones extend along Fifth Street
resolution that sought to amend on either side of the A zone,
the city's ordinance regulating reaching to Olive Avenue on the
business signs and the size of the west and just east of Grape
side and front setbacks of down- Avenue to the east. Even so, the
town businesses.
proposal to allow pole signs in
The council voted unani- the B zones failed to gain the
mously to approve the bulk of the support of any council member.
ordinance's
recommended
"I personally don't care for
amendments, including the use of pole signs," council member
illuminated box signs in the Richard Layton said during the
downtown area, though it direct- meeting.
ed the city to omit any reference
During the council's discusto pole signs, effectively barring sion, council member Mike
their use.
Goodsell indicated that he was
The proposed ordinance largely unaware of any concerns
changes were sought by the city among business owners regardand were previously approved by ing the city's sign ordinance. He
the city's Planning Commission also asked whether it might be a
at its Oct. 19 meeting.
better idea to table the matter and
The council's vote followed a schedule another public hearing
public hearing, as well as a to solicit further public input.
lengthy discussion among coun"I just don't know what the
cil members and City Manager justification for the change is,
Nick Wells about the sign ordi- when we have people that are
nance's proposed changes.
opposed to the change," Goodsell
Wells told the council that said.
some existing and prospective
Wells responded that he had
business owners had both gotten pushback on the city's
expressed an interest in using ordinance and the limitations it
pole signs and having more placed on business signs. On sevoptions for signs in the down- eral occasions, businesses had
town area's A and B zones.
sought and were approved for
He further clarified that the variances that allowed them to
use of pole signs would have install signage that differed from

the ordinance's standards.
"They either get (a variance)
or grumble and comply with (the
city ordinance)," Wells said.
An estimated 1,110 vehicles
drive through the city's downtown area during peak traffic
hours, stated a 2017 traffic volume study by the state
Department of Transportation
that was cited in the agenda
item's report to council.
"The use of pole and internally illuminated box signs will help
advertise businesses and ultimately stimulate Downtown
Holtville's economy," the agenda
report stated.
The approved ordinance
amendments included changes to
the setback standards regulating
the minimum distances a downtown business must be set back
from a public right of way, such
as a sidewalk or street.
The
approved
setback
changes now allow for a maximum 5-foot setback from the
front property line for a storefront in the downtown area's A
zone. Downtown storefronts in
the A zone previously had no setback. The B zone retained its 10Continued on page 7

HOLTVILLE BRIEFS: New
Finance Manager Hired; Kiln
Donated to High School
BY JULIO MORALES
Adriana Amezcua recently
joined the city of Holtville as its
finance supervisor. Her first day
of employment with the city was
Oct. 19.
Amezcua had previously
worked for El Centro Regional
Medical Center's finance department for about 10 years and was
employed by the city of El Centro
and various retail companies in
Calexico in the past as well.
The Calexico native spent
part of her life residing in
Mexico, where she earned an
undergraduate degree in business
administration from an institute
of higher education. She also has
an associate degree in business
from Imperial Valley College.
Ceramics Kiln Donated to
Holtville High
A ceramics kiln and 65 plaster
molds were recently donated to
Holtville High School by a member of the Valley community.
The high school already has
one kiln in its possession and the
donated kiln will allow art students to complete ceramic projects quicker, Holtville High

A ceramics kiln and 65 plaster
molds worth an estimated
$1,800 total was recently
donated to Holtville High
School by a Calexico resident.
| PHOTOS COURTESY OF
ALFREDO GUZMAN
School art teacher Alfredo
Guzman said.
Ceramics projects are typically created over the course of the
school year by students enrolled
in a beginning art class, Guzman
said in an email.
The kiln, worth an estimated
$500, and plaster molds, worth an
Continued on page 6
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U.S. Election Shatters 50-Year High In Trump Rebuke

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
NOV. 12: Abigail Hester
NOV. 13: Jane Rubin, Ellison Jane Maston, Aaron Joseph Weaver,
Joseph Dhalliwal
NOV. 14: Remi Weiderman, Laura Farris Goodsell, Carl Bingham,
Annabel Lyerly, Aislinn Hunt Monahan, Opel Immel†
NOV. 15: Xavier Nunez, Rachel Garewal, Jonathan Hoff
NOV. 16: Drew Knight, Dr. Julie Hsu Groom, Crosley Lena Plourd
NOV. 17: Jack Diamond Cotero, Hudson Michael Hilfiker, Gianna Ali
Wilson, Jennifer Van Der Linden, Cindee Strahm
NOV. 18: Alexis Knight, Dan Garcia, Robin Iten†

Week of November 9th
Imperial County Behavioral Health’s Wellness Center
In mental health, nothing says recovery like getting housing, getting a
degree, getting a job, making lifelong friends or helping peers. At the
Wellness Center, Behavioral Health offers all these opportunities and more.
Join us as Maria Martinez, the supervisor at the Wellness Center, talks about
the range of recovery activities and how the Wellness Center has adapted to
the pandemic and is actively supporting their members in the community.
Do you know someone isolated at home because of a mental health
disorder? Maybe the Wellness Center is the place for them as well. Tune in
and find out.

Anniversaries

Maria Martinez
Mental Health Worker Supervisor
Wellness Center- El Centro

NOV. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Shayne Brady
NOV. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Tom Muller

Happy Birthday To All!!
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Semana del 9 de noviembre
Centro de Bienestar de Salud Mental del Condado de Imperial
En salud mental, nada dice recuperación como conseguir una vivienda,
obtener un título, conseguir una vivienda, conseguir un trabajo, hacer amigos
para toda la vida o ayudar a compañeros. En el Centro de Bienestar, Salud
Mental ofrece todas estas oportunidades y más. Únase a nosotros como
Adrian Celis, el supervisor del Centro de Bienestar, habla sobre la variedad
de actividades de recuperación y como el Centro de Bienestar se ha adaptado
a la pandemia y apoya activamente a sus miembros en la comunidad.
¿Conoce a alguien aislado en su casa debido a un trastorno de salud
mental? Quizás el Centro de Bienestar sea el lugar para ellos también.
Sintonice y descubra.

Adrián Celis
Supervisor de Trabajadores de Salud Mental
Centro de Bienestar-Brawley
(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA
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Services for Dorothy G. Kelly
Scheduled for Nov. 17 and 18

DOROTHY G. KELLY
The Rosary will be said for
Holtville native Dorothy G. Kelly
from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
17, in Frye Chapel and Mortuary
in Brawley.
Kelly passed away peacefully
in her home surrounded by family on Oct. 27 at the age of 94. Her
memorial service will be held at
10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18, at
Terrace Park Cemetery in
Holtville.
Anyone wishing to attend
must wear a mask in compliance
with state and county health
orders.
Kelly was born Feb. 3, 1926,
in El Centro to Mary and Henry
Blinka. At an early age, her fami-

ly lived at the Harold Bell Wright
Ranch, west of Barbara Worth
Country Club.
She was fondly remembered
as a devoted wife, loving mother,
mother-in-law,
grandmother,
great grandmother, sister, sisterin-law, aunt, and friend.
Kelly was recently profiled in
this newspaper in July 2018 and
expressed satisfaction with the
many rewards her long life had
provided.
"What time I have left I will
live as best as I can and try to
count my blessings each day,"
Kelly had said.
Kelly was a talented seamstress whose passion for baking,
especially cookies, earned her
great renown in the community.
She was an active member of
St. Joseph's Catholic Church in
Holtville for more than 85 years
and was honored by the church
for her dedication and service in
2000. She was married to her husband, John "Jack" Kelly, at St.
Joseph's on May 1, 1946.
An active member of the
Holtville Women's Club, Kelly
served on numerous committees
and hosted the Book Section for
many years.
Following the news of Kelly's
passing on Oct. 27, Women's
Club
president
Deborah
Thornburg issued a statement
extending her sympathies to
Kelly's surviving family and

those whose lives Kelly had
touched.
"Dorothy was a beautiful lady
whose graciousness and friendliness touched us all," Thornburg
stated. "She will be missed and
fondly remembered by all."
A 1943 graduate of Holtville
High School, Kelly went on to
attend Woodbury College in Los
Angeles, where she earned a
degree in business administration.
Kelly's first job was as an
office receptionist for Taylor
Milling Co. in El Centro. She
then went on to work as secretary
for B.A. Harrigan, Imperial
County agricultural commissioner.
She also worked part-time at
the Holtville library from 1969 to
1973, and as an instructional aide
at Finley Elementary School from
1973 to 1994.
She is survived by her children, Kieran Kelly (Denise) of
Brawley, Kathleen Wellcome
(John) of Brawley, Mary Lynn
Massoud (Robert) of Salinas,
Patrick Kelly (Eva) of Modesto,
and sister Vivien McNeece of San
Diego. She was also blessed with
nine
grandchildren
(one
deceased) and 10 great-grandchildren (one deceased).
The family extended their
heartfelt gratitude to the caregivers and Accent Hospice who
provided loving care for Kelly.

Man Killed After Being Hit by
Border Agent ID'd, Was a
Mexican National, 21

The red pin shows the approximate location where a U.S. Border
Patrol agent struck a Nayarit, Mexico, man on Anza Road east of
Calexico on Friday night, Nov. 6., according to the California
Highway Patrol. The man, an undocumented immigrant, died
from his injuries in a Palm Springs hospital. | GOOGLE MAP
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO - An undocumented immigrant from Nayarit,
Mexico, died from his injuries in a
Palm Springs hospital after he was
struck by a U.S. Border Patrol
vehicle on Anza Road east of
Bowker Road on the outskirts of
Calexico on Friday night, Nov. 6,
according to a report from the
California Highway Patrol.
The man died from blunt-force
trauma and compound-fracture
injuries in Desert Regional
Medical Center in Palm Springs,
according to the report of responding Highway Patrol Officer
Cuauhtémoc Beltran.
Although the Mexican consulate is working to notify the
man's next of kin, the Riverside
County Coroner's Office identified
the decedent as Heli Daniel
Segura-Avina, age 21, an undocumented immigrant out of Mexico.
The Highway Patrol provided the
man's home state.
Initially, details into the circumstances around the collision
seemed to be in direct dispute
when a statement put out by El
Centro Sector U.S. Customs and
Border Protection officials on
Saturday, Nov. 7, did not line up
with the report released Monday
morning, Nov. 9, by the Highway
Patrol.
In the Customs and Border
Patrol statement, the agent claimed
the man was laying in the road at
the time of the collision.
An agent assigned to the El
Centro Sector's Calexico station
was apparently responding to an
"illegal entry of individuals into
the United States from Mexico"
about 8:40 p.m. when the agent,
while responding to the area in his
vehicle, "was unable to avoid colliding with an individual laying in
the road," according to the CBP
statement emailed to media by El
Centro Sector Special Operations
Supervisor Agent Jorge L. RiveraNavarro.
Investigating Officer Beltran's
report indicated the man who was
killed was apparently moving
across eastbound Anza Road in a
northerly direction at the time of
the collision. It specifically uses
the term "traveling," which was
affirmed by a Highway Patrol
spokesperson Monday morning.
However, during a subsequent
conversation with California
Highway
Patrol
Public

Information Officer Arturo Platero
Jr. on Tuesday, Nov. 10, he said a
final determination on the details
into the collision are still under
review and investigation by both
agencies.
After speaking with Border
Patrol officials further Tuesday,
Platero said, "It appears the subject
was on the ground at the time of
the impact."
The agent, who was not identified by either the Highway Patrol
nor
Customs
and
Border
Protection, was traveling east on
Anza Road in a Ford F-150 Raptor
pickup when the collision
occurred, the Highway Patrol
report states.
The agent apparently received
injuries at the scene, suffering
minor lacerations to the face,
according to the Highway Patrol
report.
Although reportedly injured
himself, the agent rendered aid to
the man he struck until emergency
medical services arrived on scene,
according to the Customs and
Border Protection statement.
The Nayarit man was then
transported to a local hospital, and
subsequently airlifted to a trauma
center in Palm Springs, where he
died, both the CBP and CHP statements confirmed.
"The U.S. Border Patrol is
working with relevant authorities
to identify the individual.
(Department
of
Homeland
Security Office of Inspector
General) was notified and is conducting its assessment. The
California Highway Patrol is
investigating in coordination with
CBP's Office of Professional
Responsibility, which will also
review this incident," according to
the CBP statement.
"As the investigation develops
and more details are released, we
will update," stated El Centro
Sector Border Patrol Special
Operations Supervisor Agent Jorge
L. Rivera-Navarro in an email on
Nov. 7.
Rivera-Navarro on Monday
morning, Nov. 9, was asked to
offer clarity into the initial conflicting reports.
"The Border Patrol is cooperating with all the agencies investigating this incident. At this time,
we have no further comment as
this is an ongoing investigation.
An official report will be generated
by those investigating agencies
and released at the conclusion of
their investigation," RiveraNavarro stated in an email.
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PRCA on Cowboy Channel+ Schedule
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2020
4:00pm ET/1:00pm PT Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo- Performance 1 (Live streaming on App: PRCA on Cowboy Channel+
10:00pm ET/7:00pm PT Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo- Performance 2 (Live streaming on App: PRCA on Cowboy Channel+
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020
11:30am ET/8:30pm ET Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Slack (Live streaming on App: PRCA on Cowboy Channel+
4:00pm ET/1:00pm PT Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Performance 3 (Live streaming on the App: PRCA on Cowboy
Channel +
The Cowboy Channel Broadcast Schedule all 5:00 PM Pacific
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2020
8:00pm ET Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Performance 1 (The Cowboy Channel)
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2020
8:00pm ET Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Performance 2 (The Cowboy Channel)
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020
8:00pm ET Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Performance 3 (The Cowboy Channel)
RFD-TV Broadcast Schedule 10:00 am Pacific
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020
1:00pm ET Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo – Performance 3 (RFD-TV)
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IVEDC Pans Pandemic's Effect on 2020 Economic Development
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
There were big business plans
for Imperial County in 2020, but
those plans didn't pan out due to
the novel coronavirus, said a
local economic development specialist.
"2020 began as a very normal
year, with an increase in activities
and grandiose ideas for our business plan," said Tim Kelley, pres-

ident and chief executive officer
of the Imperial Valley Economic
Development Corp. "Things
drastically changed with COVID19, but the uncertainty brought
opportunity for IVEDC. We pivoted quickly to adjust to the additional roles and responsibilities."
Kelley gave his quarterly
report to the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday,
Nov. 3, which was apropos, he
said.

"Today is Election Day, but
for us, every day is Election Day
and our candidate is Imperial
County," Kelley said, spoken like
a true marketing specialist.
IVEDC works to promote the
Imperial Valley to prospective
businesses and projects, as well
as helping businesses already in
the Valley. And while COVID-19
slowed many aspects of business
locally, it never slowed down
business attraction for IVEDC.

The corporation saw a new
company wanting to do business
in the area about once a week,
Kelley said.
He highlighted a few businesses that are in the land-acquisition portion of their project with
the potential for thousands of
jobs in the area.
"Project Duck" is a recycling
project that takes green waste and
converts it to biofuel, Kelley said.
That project's developers are

working to acquire 75 acres that
may be closing soon.
Calergy is another company
looking to purchase land for a
new project, specifically 160
acres, he added. Project Calico is
also looking to buy 5 acres for
food processing.
These projects all have total
investment between $8 million
and $150 million for the area,
Continued on page 6

Wells............................................................................from page one

municipal affairs and gain
experience in the event the top
spot became available.
That opportune moment came
in September 2014, with the resignation of former City Manager
Alex Meyerhoff. The time Wells
had spent as finance manager also
proved advantageous as he transitioned into his new role.
"To this day I tell people I
know more about the city of
Holtville's finances than anybody," he said. "I have an intrinsic
knowledge about what the
finances of the city are and what
we can undertake and pull off."
Wells' financial know-how is
evident in the growth of the city's
reserve fund. Today, it stands at
about $1.5 million, he said, compared to the approximate
$500,000 it totaled in 2011, when
he initially came aboard.
Hometown Hires
As city manager, Wells oversees some 25 full-time employees, about 10 part-time employees, who are mostly employed
with
the
Holtville
Fire
Department, and a general fund
budget of about $2.7 million.
His 10 years with the city
places him in the middle in terms
of employee seniority, with about
half of the city's workers having
been employed for a longer period and the other half representing
more recent hires. A sizable sample of Holtville natives are also
included among his co-workers.
"That's been one of the greatest things about working here,"
Wells said. "There's a bunch of
Holtville people here."
Holtville Fire Chief Alex
Silva is one of those hometown
colleagues. Both he and Wells
attended Holtville High around
the same, though Silva's grade
level was a few years advanced
and they were part of different
social circles.
Nowadays, their professional
relationship requires constant
communication and collaboration, which is aided by Wells'
open-door policy and genuine
concern for the city's best interests, Silva said.
During his time of employment with the city, Silva has
worked for at least six different
city managers, three of whose
tenure's coincided with Silva's
time as fire chief.
Retaining a city manager for a
prolonged duration not only adds
stability but allows the city's
workforce to better understand
the executive's expectations.
"Once you get to know the
city manager's ways, it makes it
easier to work with," Silva said
during a Nov. 6 phone interview.
"We might have our differences,
but we always lean towards

what's best for the city."
Eye on Growth
At present, what's best for the
city is its continued growth, Wells
said. His vision is a departure of
sorts from the mild form of "isolationism" that in the past some
city leaders and residents had preferred.
Wells' 2014 appointment as
city manager occurred shortly
after the opening of the Family
Dollar store and the development
of additional single-family homes
in the city. Since then, he has
presided over the opening of
Dollar
General,
Raspados
Chuchis, Auto Zone, Baja Desert
Tire Co., Keithly-Williams Seeds,
and Sun Community Federal
Credit Union.
"We're trying to keep things
moving forward," Wells said.
"Having access to the essentials
in town allows for that kind of
growth."
Moving things forward also
requires a significant boost in
population for Holtville, which
stood at more than 6,600 in 2019,
according to the Census Bureau
QuickFacts website. Wells said he
would like to see the city's population reach at least 10,000, which
would require additional housing.
The added housing stock
would increase the number of
water and sewer connections and
in turn help lower the overall
expenses associated with the
delivery, maintenance and complying with water-quality standards for those public services.
"While we haven't had great
leaps and bounds of growth in
regard to housing, we have had
some incremental growth," Wells
said.
Traveling Man
Following his graduation
from Holtville High in 1986,
Wells enrolled at California State
University, Fresno, where he
majored in agricultural business
with an emphasis in accounting.
He remained in the Central Valley
city for about 20 years after his
graduation, working as an
accountant for agricultural produce companies.
A desire to be closer to family
had prompted Wells, the secondoldest of eight siblings, to return
to the Valley in 2006. Considering
the close personal and professional relationships he had established
in Fresno, Wells' decision was not
made without reservations.
"If not for the fact that I had
such a large family down here
that I missed being around, I may
have stayed indefinitely," he said.
"Fresno will always be my second
home."
Another of Wells' memorable
journeys includes a stint living in
Nashville, Tenn., where he pur-

sued a career as a singer. Growing
up, about the only thing he liked
better than listening to the radio
was singing along to it.
Eventually, his talent for
singing was validated by a crowd
at a karaoke contest whose prize
was a pair of concert tickets that
Wells was hoping to win. His
newfound passion then drew him
to Nashville, where despite the
fun and success he enjoyed, did
not become his permanent home.
"I decided at some point that I
couldn't do that forever, so I came
back home," said Wells, who
countless locals have enjoyed
seeing perform with the Big Bad
Wolf Band.
.
Wells said he credits his

father, whose background was in
accounting, for steering him into
a similar career field.
During his time with the city,
Wells has weathered his share of
financial shortfalls. The first
came about 10 years ago, when
former Gov. Jerry Brown disbanded the redevelopment agencies (RDAs) statewide.
The RDAs were established
to redevelop blighted areas and
were funded by a portion of a
city's property taxes. In turn, the
state had subsidized the funds that
cities had diverted toward their
respective RDAs.
More recently, the city's contract for managerial services with
the Imperial Valley Regional
Detention Center near the

Calexico East Port of Entry came
to an end after state legislation
was enacted prohibiting cities
from extending such existing contracts.
Then and now, his understanding of the city's fiscal trends
has allowed him to identify
potential cost-saving measures
and, just as importantly, assure
department heads that the reduced
budgets are not meant to be permanent.
"We're realistic about those
things," Wells said. "When you
get down to it, the city is a business."

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243
• 442-283-5500
www.cottageview.org • Facility #134603706
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ICOE Asks County to Partner on
Funding a Public Wi-Fi Network
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
The current pandemic has
forced many people to work from
home nationwide, including students.
Now thousands of Imperial
Valley children are set to benefit
from a partnership in the works
between the Imperial Valley
Telecommunications Authority
and public agencies throughout
the county.
Representatives from the
Imperial County Office of
Education, which serves as network administrator for the
Imperial
Valley
Telecommunications Authority,
went before the county Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday, Nov. 10,
to ask the county to partner with
them to create a carrier-class
public agency wireless network
infrastructure.
The IVTA operates a private
fiber-optic network that serves
public agencies, including government, schools, hospitals and
more. Currently there are 12
major communities that are a part
of the authority, including 34
agencies, and the authority operates more than 100 miles of private fiber-optic cable.
Discussion began last year to
spread from a wired service to
wireless, and things only ramped

up when COVID-19 shut down
nearly everything.
"The pandemic pushed us
into an urgent state where we've
got to get this to scale," ICOE
Superintendent Todd Finnell
said. "We've got to get this to
scale quickly."
It's an "exciting opportunity
for our county" that will keep the
area as an example for other
communities across the nation,
he added.
This is a one-time opportunity to build a robust 4G and 5G
network that students and public
agencies can get access to, said
Luis Wong, chief technology
officer for ICOE. The project
would use one-time funds to set
up the communication infrastructure.
The project is estimated to
cost $4.5 million, and $2.5 million has already been secured
from local school districts utilizing some of their stimulus funding, Wong said. The authority
asked the county for $2 million to
finalize the funding source.
The wireless network would
span from Niland to Calexico and
from the Imperial Valley Desert
Museum in Ocotillo to the San
Pasqual Valley Unified School
District in Winterhaven.
Pilot projects for this
advanced technology have
already been put in place, and

those areas in Brawley and
Calexico are already at peak
capacity, Wong said. There was
an uptick in March and a peak
when school started in the fall.
Purchases to bring in more
antennas and more capacity
would start soon, and the project
is expected to be completed in
the spring.
As for when the funding is
needed, as soon as possible,
Wong said.
"We understand that the pandemic is going to be here for a
while, and our children can't
wait," he said.
The project would benefit not
only the students, though they are
the biggest beneficiaries at the
moment, Finnell said. However,
once the project is going, it will
benefit all the public agencies in
the county.
"This is your infrastructure as
well," Wong told the board.
"We're hoping the County of
Imperial can utilize this infrastructure."
The board was cautious about
where the funding would come
from, but generally supportive of
the project, going so far as to tell
County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. to come up with a
plan that will go before the board
soon to find the funding.

Social Services' Reorganization
Meant to Target Homelessness
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Before the pandemic hit,
1,413 people were reportedly
homeless in Imperial County.
County officials believe that
number has only gone up since.
The second-largest department in the county is looking at
restructuring, and part of that
includes taking a new approach
to the homeless problem in the
region.
The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors approved a reorganization
plan
for
the
Department of Social Services,
which also includes adding a
division to work on homelessness in the Valley. The board also
approved funding five limitedterm positions to support the
Imperial Valley Continuum of
Care administration.
"Before the pandemic, we
had a homeless problem,"
Imperial County Supervisor Ray
Castillo said. "Once the pandemic hit, it just made it worse. I
think it's coming at an opportune
time, and I wholeheartedly sup-

port this. I know you need those
positions to make this program
succeed."
In January 2019, more than
1,200 homeless residents were
reported to be without temporary
or emergency housing, according
to the most recent report available from the U.S. Department of
Housing
and
Urban
Development. A total of more
than 1,400 people was reportedly
homeless in the Valley at that
time.
Imperial County saw a 22
percent, or 259-person, increase
in homeless people between
2017 and 2019. Of the 1,413
homeless in 2019, 33 percent
were women, 4.3 percent were
veterans, 20.7 percent were families with children, 4.9 percent
were young adults 18 to 24, and
35 percent were chronically
homeless, according to past
Calexico Chronicle reports.
While none of the supervisors said they were critical of
adding the new positions - all
voted to approve them and the
reorganization - some board
members wanted more informa-

tion about what the Continuum
of Care has done, as adding the
positions included a jump in budgeted costs.
Those costs for at least the
first two years would be covered
with grant funding, assistant
social services director Paula
Llanas told the board. And
Supervisor Ryan Kelley reminded both the assistant director and
director that the positions were
limited-term positions before the
vote was announced.
The social services department has developed a strategic
plan to help homelessness in the
Valley, Llanas told the board.
And the new program manager
will be tasked with implementing
that plan.
"Homelessness is a regional
issue," Llanas said. "We have
been working very closely with
our service providers and city
governments to try and address
this homeless crisis in our community, and I think we're doing
an exceptional job. But we do
need some additional assistance

IVEDC..............from page five

A geothermal plant at the Salton Sea is shown. Efforts have started in the past couple of years to development lithium-recovery
projects tied to geothermal operations in Imperial County, most
of which are aimed at the Salton Sea Geothermal Resource Area.
Efforts to draw investment to the county have been slowed in
2020 due to COVID-19, according to a quarterly report to the
Imperial County Board of Supervisors by the Imperial Valley
Economic Development Corp. on Tuesday, Nov. 3. | STOCK
IMAGE
Kelley said. And these are just some
of the projects that have been in the
works in the last few months.
While Kelley touted successes
in upcoming projects, Supervisor
Ryan Kelley expressed his concern
about the potential lithium investment to the region.
Supervisor Kelley asked Tim
Kelley to talk to potential lithium
developers about their observations
of permitting projects in Imperial
County, and to bring that information back to the board, "so we can
learn and adapt."
Getting Over the COVID-19
Hump
Supervisor Jesus Escobar asked
what the county needs to do to get
over the economic hump of the pandemic, especially as there have been
projects like "Project Eagle" that
haven't come to fruition yet.
"Project Eagle" was a renewable-energy project that promised to
create 6,000 direct jobs and capital
investment totaling nearly $1.4 billion, according to IVEDC's 2017
report to the county board.
According to Escobar, the area
celebrated before it got the touchdown of a project on the ground.
"We're the freaking Chargers in
Imperial County," Escobar said.
"We can't figure out a way to win.
We seem to screw it up, either
directly or indirectly, on a consistent basis.
"What can we do to make ourselves more viable so that we can
score that touchdown?" he asked.
"We can backtrack for over a

decade with how we basically fumbled that ball, threw a pick six, not
converted the first down on fourthand-one, etc.
"There's no sense in going back.
Let's move forward. Let's see how
we can really make a difference and
get this really big project in
Imperial County," Escobar added.
Tim Kelley said he would look
into deficiencies that the county can
work on to draw those big businesses or projects into the area.
Anything that holds these projects
back can kill them, he admitted,
adding that IVEDC and some county departments move very quickly,
but there are still things that slow
projects.
"Timing is probably the most
important thing," Kelley said.
"We're very well positioned. We've
got land. We've got water. We've got
energy. We have a workforce.
"We have to convince people
we have those things, and that is a
challenge," he added. "We have to
convince people where we are, who
we are. We try to let people know
this is a county that wants development, that wants positive development that is going to create jobs,
that's going to be good for the environment, but there are some issues
we do need to overcome."
The biggest challenge, he
added, is time.
"The longer it takes, the greater
the challenge," Kelley said. "When

(projects) get drug out, there is
opportunity for failure."

Briefs....................from page two

Continued on page 8

estimated $1,300, were donated by
Calexico resident Adriana Sano,
who previously operated a ceramics
business.
Community Cleanup Event
The city of Holtville and CR&R
waste services will be hosting a
community clean-up event from 6
a.m. to noon Saturday, Nov. 14, at
2199 Bonds Corner Road.

Residents are invited to drop off the
following items: furniture, yard
waste, large appliances, and electronic waste. Up to nine vehicle
tires will also be accepted for disposal.
Participants must be residents of
Holtville and provide proof of residency, such as a driver's license and
water bill. Masks and social distancing guidelines will be enforced.
Bradley-Keffer Auxiliary to
Prepare, Donate Turkey Dinners
The American Legion BradleyKeffer Post 138 auxiliary will prepare and donate turkey dinners and
food baskets for several less-fortunate families in Holtville in advance
of Thanksgiving.
The selected families will be identified by the Holtville Unified School
District, auxiliary president Karen
Gibbs said.
The food items will be distributed at
the American Legion hall on Nov.
20. The auxiliary also has plans to
prepare and donate ham dinners for
less-fortunate families in December,
Gibbs said.
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Signs....................from page two
foot setback standard for the
front of buildings.
The revised ordinance also
allows for a minimum side yard
setback of five feet. Setbacks for
side yards were previously prohibited, and reportedly blocked
the use of side windows as an
escape route. Additionally, the
zero-foot setback prevented
owners from abutting properties
from having appliances located
on the sides of their building, the
agenda item's report stated.
"Used properly, they will
rejuvenate the city by creating
more visually interest and architectural consistency, facilitating
development that relates to the
pedestrian and site user, and
enhancing the character of
downtown," the agenda report

stated.
During the council meeting,
just one community member
provided comments during public hearing. They requested that
the city prohibit business signs
from exceeding the building's
height, as is the case with the
Ace Hardware sign.
"It doesn't seem right that
nobody else in town has that
privilege to have such a huge
sign," the resident said.
The business had been granted a variance to install such a
sign, city officials said. All proposed business signs must
undergo design review by the
city's Planning Commission as
part of the approval process, city
officials said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Carlos R. Castro
CASE NUMBER: EPR000802
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Carlos R. Castro
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Carlos Navarrete Castro
in the Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Carlos Navarrete Castro be
appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 20, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or

file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/26/2020 at 12:10:12 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6403
Publish: Oct. 29, Nov. 5, 12, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
FRANCISCO BARRAZA
AKA FRANCISCO J.
BARRAZA
CASE NO. EPR000810
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate,
or both of FRANCISCO BARRAZA AKA FRANCISCO J.
BARRAZA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by CARMEN
LORENA ALVAREZ in the
Superior Court of California,
County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that CARMEN
LORENA ALVAREZ be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
12/18/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9
located at 939 MAIN STREET,
EL CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting
of the petition, you should appear

at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be
in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JASON L. GAUDY - SBN
228975 GAUDY LAW INC.
267 D STREET
UPLAND CA 91786
11/5, 11/12, 11/19/20
CNS-3413263#
IMPERIAL VALLEY
WEEKLY
Legal 6404

Election....................................from page one
Trump has not conceded,
and his legal team is suing in
various states over allegations
of voter fraud.
Meanwhile, everyone in
America has an opinion.
Locally, as of the Nov. 10
update, 24,551 votes, or 63.36
percent of the votes cast in the
race for president, had been cast
for Biden, showing so far that
Imperial County is an over-

whelmingly "blue" region in an
overwhelmingly "blue" state.
Some 13,401 votes, or
34.59 percent, had been cast to
re-elect Trump.
The rest holds true down the
partisan slate in Imperial
County, where Democratic
Congressman Juan Vargas won
re-election
handily
over
Republican challenger Juan
Hidalgo Jr., 65.2 percent to 34.8

percent, respectively.
Assembly Member Eduardo
Garcia, also a Democrat, won
re-election over GOP candidate
America Figueroa, 64.56 percent to 35.44 percent, respectively.
To see daily election
updates,
visit
CalexicoChronicle.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER: ECU001635
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner (name):
Gloria Holguin Leal filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
Present name :
Gibran Eslao Sanchez
Proposed name:
Eslao Gibran Sanchez Holguin
THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this matter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be
granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described

above must file a written objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: December 29, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept.: 9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show

Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county
(specify newspaper): Holtville
Tribune
Date: October 29, 2020
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/29/2020 at 12:26:26 PM
By: Henry Halcon, Deputy Clerk
Legal 8998
Publish: Nov. 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF IMPERIAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR
LANDSCAPE AND TREE MAINTENANCE SERVICES
RFP #P13-2020
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Imperial, acting by and through its CITY COUNCIL, hereinafter referred to as the “CITY”, will receive up to, but no later than 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December
3, 2020, PROPOSALS for negotiation and award of a contract concerning Landscape and Tree
Maintenance Services.
To be considered, one original and three copies of PROPOSALS must be received in the office of the
CITY CLERK, 420 South Imperial Avenue, Imperial, CA 92251, Attention Debra Jackson, City Clerk, by
the time specified above.
It is the CITY’S intention to select the Consultant whose proposal is deemed to be most advantageous to
the CITY in accordance with the evaluation criteria set forth in this Request for Proposals. The Parks
Department will review and score the proposals and recommend the most responsive and responsible firm
to receive the contract award. City staff recommendation will be forwarded to the IMPERIAL CTY
COUNCIL for final determination.
Each proposal must conform and be responsive to the City of Imperial’s Governing Agreement, a copy of
which is attached as ATTACHMENT C in the proposal document. This Governing Agreement may also
be obtained at the offices of the Parks Department located at 420 South Imperial Avenue, Imperial, CA
92251.
The CITY reserves the right to reject any or all PROPOSALS, to waive any irregularities or informalities
in any qualifications or in the selection process. Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE), Minority
Business Enterprises (MBE), Women Business Enterprises (WBE), and Veteran Owned Businesses (VOB)
are encouraged to participate.
Questions concerning the proposal should be directed to Tony Lopez, Parks Superintendent, with the City
of Imperial at (760) 355-3134 or via email: tlopez@cityofimperial.org.
Legal 6407

Publish: Nov. 12, 2020
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Veterans..................................................................from page one
paying tribute to members of the
community who have served in
the nation's armed forces.
"That's our love for life,"
Castro said on Nov. 10.
The Castro brothers are also
longtime members of the
American Legion BradleyKeffer Post 138 in Holtville,
where Basilio has served as
treasurer. Aside from taking part
in Veterans Day events, the
brothers regularly phone other
local elderly veterans to help
keep everyone in good cheer,
Castro said.
American Legion auxiliary
Bradley-Keffer Post 138 president Karen Gibbs said auxiliary

members were expected to be on
hand at Holt Park following the
car caravan.
The auxiliary will have a
vendor's booth at the farmers
market that was scheduled for
Wednesday, Nov. 11, following
the completion of the caravan's
circuitous route through the
streets of Holtville.
Auxiliary members were to
sell handmade red poppy flowers
that are a symbolic tribute to
those who have died in combat,
Gibbs said. Proceeds from the
sales will also further support
veterans across the nation.
"That gives them some
income to help out their fami-

lies," Gibbs said.
The city-sponsored Veterans
Day event was to be further
commemorated on the morning
of Nov. 11 by the placement of
American flags throughout the
city by Holtville High football
coach Jason Turner and the
Holtville Vikings squad.
The caravan was to start at
the intersection of Beale Avenue
and Seventh Street and end at
Holt Park.
The park was to also free flu
shots for veterans and family
members 65 and under, provided
by CVS Pharmacy, the city of
Holtville's Facebook page stated.
"Thank you for your service
and sacrifice for our nation," the
city's Facebook post said.
The deadline for this article
was in advance of the Veterans
Day caravan.

Army veteran Basilio Castro holds a plaque commemorating the
time he and his brothers, all of whom are proud military veterans, were grand marshals of the Brawley Cattle Call Parade on
Nov. 12, 2005. Castro shows the plaque from his Holtville home
on Tuesday, Nov. 10, a day before he was to participate in the
Veterans Day events in Holtville on Wednesday, Nov. 11. |
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
U.S. Army veteran Basilio
Castro of Holtville holds a
photo of himself while attending
"Jump School," when he was in
his early years in the Army, on
Tuesday, Nov. 10. He retired as
Master Sgt. Basilio Castro. He
will participate in the Veterans
Day events in Holtville on
Wednesday, Nov. 11.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Veteran Basilio Castro stands proudly in front of his U.S. Army
Airborne insignias post board displayed in front of his home in
Holtville on Tuesday, Nov. 10. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

COVID...............................................................................from page one
said during a Nov. 5 press conference.
Although county Public Health
Director Jeanette Angulo reiterated
this fact to the county Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday, Nov. 11,
Herring said it first last week in
describing the rise in cases locally
and the current readiness of the
emergency-response system.
"We're in the same spot in hospitalization rates as May," Herring
said. "(But) the rate of the rise of
these hospitalization rates isn't
quite as dramatic."
Behind the Numbers
El Centro Regional had 44
COVID-positive patients of a total
of 113 hospital admissions as of
Wednesday, Nov. 11, one of highest
COVID-patient counts - if not the
highest - the hospital has seen since
summer surge.
Daily census data was not
immediately available for Pioneers
for Nov. 11, but on Monday, Nov. 9,
the Brawley hospital had eight
COVID patients of 62 total admissions.
To put the local situation in
context, on Nov. 10, according to a
news report in The Atlantic, some
61,964 people in the United States
were hospitalized with COVID-19,
"more than at any other time in the
pandemic. … There are now 40
percent more people hospitalized
with COVID-19 than there were
two weeks ago."
Some 17 U.S. states reached
their peaks for hospitalizations
Nov. 10, most of them concentrated
in the Midwest. Of the four major
regions of the country - the
Northeast, Midwest, West, and
South - the West is among the leasthardest-hit now, just ahead of the
Northeast in numbers of hospitalizations.
Still, as a nation, the U.S. is
seeing well over 100,000 new cases
of COVID a day, and over the
course of four consecutive days last
week, the country kept breaking its
own record, peaking around

148,000 new cases in a single day.
There are currently around 10
million cases of COVID in the U.S.
and those numbers are rising.
Locally, Imperial County saw
593 active new cases of coronavirus on Nov. 10, according to the
county Public Health COVID-19
Surveillance Dashboard. The number of active cases were in the 400s
last week.
Positivity rates for Imperial
County were peaking as well at
16.29 percent, with 24.37 new
cases of COVID per 100,000 residents (unadjusted). The state also
released its new numbers Nov. 10,
which vary slightly from the county Health Department's data.
For Imperial County, the state
had 18.9 new cases of COVID per
100,000 residents and an adjusted
rate of 20.3 per 100,000 "for tier
assignment." Also, the positivity
rate was 12.1 percent for Imperial
County.
Hope on the Horizon
Yet as bad as all the data
appears for Imperial County and
the rest of the nation, hope is on the
minds of local health officials with
the news Monday, Nov. 9, that
Pfizer believes it has a vaccine that
is 90 percent effective against
COVID-19.
It was a revelation Monday that
had National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases Director
Dr. Anthony Fauci saying, "It's
going to have a major impact on
everything we do with respect to
COVID," and Dr. Bruce Aylward,
the World Health Organization's
senior adviser, declaring Pfizer's
vaccine could "fundamentally
change the direction of this crisis"
by March.
This came on the immediate
heels of a "60 Minutes" segment
Sunday night, Nov. 8, that revealed
the government's Operation Warp
Speed program aimed at fast-tracking the development of vaccines in
the U.S. (of which Pfizer said it was
not a part) is ready to ship tens of

Social.....................from page six
with some of our staff to help us
process some of the aspects of the
COC."
The full reorganization was
prompted by a review where two
issues were looked at: how the
department delivers services and
how they will enter the digital age,
said department director Veronica
Rodriguez. It will help the department deal with the caseloads they
have, which have doubled in size
since 2013, she added.
"As the department faces the
challenges of serving the broad and
diverse needs of our growing community, it becomes important to
ensure that our organizational structure is aligned to deliver services to
the community in an effective, efficient and secure way," she said. "To
accomplish this goal, the department
aims to reorganize into divisions,
allowing each to target and focus on
the role of organizational constructs
that support each service delivery
objective.

"... So, with this reorganization,
we begin the first step of transformation to improve the goals, to empower our staff to do their work more
efficiently, ... move into modern platforms and systems that are more
secure and flexible to adapt to new
policy and integration, … and
improve the experience of those in
our programs," she said.
On Jan. 1, the department will
move to divisions: transitional services, children, and family services,
aging and disability services and
administrative services, as well as the
operation of the Imperial Valley
Continuum of Care.
This reorganization is anticipated
to save $110,000 per quarter,
Rodriguez said.
That was the first point
Supervisor Jesus Escobar said he
noticed about the change in operation.
"I love that final one that says
you're saving $110,000 per quarter,"
he told Rodriguez at the meeting.

millions of doses of vaccine around
the country before the end of the
year with the blessing of the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration,
which has to give any vaccine an
Emergency Use Authorization.
By Monday morning, local
officials were expressing joy at the
development.
"It gives us all scientific hope
for what is to come next. It provides
the clinical teams a 'look ahead' as
we seek a better future. With 90
percent success rate, this sets the
stage to help us all," El Centro
Regional's Chief Executive Officer
Adolphe Edward stated in an email
Nov. 9. "We continue to do our
local (AstraZeneca vaccine) trials
as well, so we are covered in many
ways.
"Also, the news last night is
that 80 million vaccines are ready
to roll out gives us more hope. And
knowing we are a land of hope and
prosperity, it helps builds the economic engine, and I see that Wall
Street and Main Street feel good;
the markets have rebounded,"
Edward added.
"Great news, and what we have
been waiting for, but in the weeks
and many months ahead, there is
absolute need for early treatment,"
Pioneers Health Center director Dr.
George Fareed said, referring to his
ongoing crusade with several local
physicians and other national doctors to recognize the hydroxychloroquine cocktail as an earlytreatment option.
On Nov. 10, the county Public
Health Department dedicated much
of its weekly COVID update at the
county Board of Supervisors meeting to discussing the "vaccine planning" now going on across the
country among local health departments in conjunction with the state.
For all indications, these discussions have been taking place for
some time, only to be brought out
in the open with the week's vaccine-related national news.
Public Health Director Jeanette
Angulo said the planning has
included many ongoing daily calls
with the state regarding "a lot of
unknowns," adding the state is
anticipating limited quantities made
available by mid-December.
Both the quantity and the type
of vaccine "are still unknown," she
said.
Public Health Officer, Dr.
Stephen Munday said that whatever
does come to Imperial County will
be for a "targeted population" and
that state and local officials, both
here and all over the country, are in
the process of determining what
that targeted population will look
like.
Although there have not been
any concrete numbers attached to
the amount of vaccine that will be
initially shipped, the "60 Minutes"
report on Operation Warp Speed
indicated that a medical supply
company attached to the first wave
of what is believed to be the Pfizer
vaccine has 88 million vaccine kits
ready to roll.
While it's not clear exactly
what that means, one kit contains
one syringe, and the Pfizer vaccine

is administered in two doses, each
21 days apart, so that could be
enough vaccine for about 44 million people.
Edward stated on Nov. 9 that he
has heard 1 billion doses of vaccine
would be ready for all Americans
by April 2021.
Meanwhile, Munday spoke at
the board meeting about some of
the science behind the vaccine
development, adding that Pfizer's
vaccine had been tested in a very
small sample set of about 40 participants, and that although the results
were encouraging, once that sample
set enlarges, that 90 percent success
rate will inevitably change, "for the
better or the worse."
He added there is still work that
must be done. News reports stated
Pfizer would be submitting to the
FDA
for
Emergency
Use
Authorization by the end of
November, but Munday said the
pharma company still must submit
its safety reports and other critical
documentation.
It's also not certain that the
Pfizer vaccine will be the one the
Valley receives. "They are in the
lead, but others are to follow
behind," Munday added.
According to the Associated
Press article that announced the
Pfizer advancement, vaccine developer Moderna is also set to apply
for its EUA at the end of the month,
although no other information on
the Moderna vaccine was immediately available.
One of the issues surrounding
the Pfizer vaccine, something that
was highlighted in the Nov. 8 "60
Minutes" segment but not as much
in the Nov. 9 news reports, was the
fact that the Pfizer vaccine requires
delicate and infrastructure-heavy
storage and transport that involves
special "sub-zero" freezers to hold
the doses.
ECRMC's Edward on Monday
said his hospital is ready and has
the freezers capable of storing the
vaccine. The same was asked of
Pioneers and the county health
department Nov. 9 but neither
responded.
On Nov. 10, however,
Supervisor Ryan Kelley asked the
same thing, inquiring whether there
was the local capacity at the health
department and whether acquiring
these "ultra" freezers might be an
issue if there is a demand on them
nationally and the supply chain is
affected.
Munday said the health department does have such freezers in
place and equipment that can be
repurposed.
Angulo at one point talked
about discussions with other local
healthcare providers about the
freezers, saying with no guarantee
that it will be the Pfizer vaccine that
comes to Imperial County, making
the investment on the sub-zero
freezers can be a gamble.
Ongoing Surge Preparations
As the number of cases
increase locally, there has been a
need for more testing capacity, and
since last week public health officials have said the department is
working with the state to increase

that capacity.
Director Jeanette Angulo said
Nov. 10 the department has been in
discussions to bring in a mobile
field-testing setup that is staffed
with a testing team and able to go to
targeted populations like farmworkers and other high-risk groups.
As of Nov. 10, there was still
nothing concrete to report. Deputy
Director of Environmental Health
Jeff Lamoure, who has been tasked
with leading testing efforts, reported the same Nov. 5.
The county is down to one free,
state-sponsored OptumServe site in
Brawley, and it was being utilized
at 85 percent capacity. However,
Lamoure said last week that there
are plenty of testing supplies at the
various community testing sites
that include Dr. Tien Vo's offices
and Dr. Brian Tyson's All-Valley
Urgent Care.
EMS' Chris Herring reported
last week that the Alternate Care
Site at Imperial Valley College is
"patient-ready," including a small
staff of clinicians ready to operate it
as soon as the facility is needed.
Although it doesn't appear open,
the ACS is ready to go when the
hospitals require its presence.
The ACS closed in September,
but the equipment was left behind,
as health officials believed the
country would undergo a second
wave of the virus.
As far as hospital capacity, the
numbers look high at El Centro
Regional, but Edward maintains
that his facility is ready this time
and has a plan in place.
Last week, Edward said the
ICU can increase capacity to as
high as 32 beds relatively quickly if
the staffing is on hand. He said that
he expected to be able to go up to
24 beds by this week, with "staffing
already in the works."
He added discussions are also
underway with the state to expand
the medical-surgical unit by 50
beds, if needed, by building an
external tent in the north parking lot
off Ross Avenue.
Because of the massive need
due to the summer surge, El Centro
Regional already has 85 negativepressure rooms to contain COVID
patients, "the highest number in the
state that we know of," Edward said
last week.
Both ECRMC and Pioneers
have ample supplies of ventilators
and personal protective equipment.
For Pioneers, CEO Larry Lewis
on Nov. 5 said his facility's eight
ICU beds can quickly add six beds
by converting existing rooms, and
he said he has a plan with the state
to build out 10 additional patients
beds in the hospital's auditorium.
Top-Notch
Medications
Available
Edward wanted to assure people in the Imperial Valley that El
Centro Regional and Pioneers has
access to the highest-quality medications available, including "the
usage of remdesivir, Regeneron,
which is (modified COVID) antibodies, and treatments that our own
President (Donald Trump) received
at Bethesda and Walter Reed."

