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Imperial County Could Be Looking
at Epic Election Turnout

Holtville Council: Pacheco, Ward
Prevail; Anderson Bumps
Predmore
BY JULIO MORALES

Though the Holtville City
Council race for three open seats
featured two two-term incum-

MIKE PACHECO

MURRAY ANDERSON

bents, it appeared most voters
here cast their ballots in favor of
a recently appointed council
member and a political newcomer.
The council race also marked
the first time in eight years that
incumbents had faced any challengers.
Councilman Mike Pacheco,
who was appointed in 2019 to fill
a vacancy on the council, held a
strong double-digit lead through
the night and finished with 35.3
percent, or 505 votes, of the
1,430 ballots cast.
Unofficial election results
also strongly suggest political
novice Murray Anderson will be
replacing two-term councilman
Continued on page 6

GINGER WARD

A sign in front of the polling place at the United Methodist Church at 217 W.
Seventh St. in Holtville beckons to voters on Tuesday, Nov. 3. | CORISSA
IBARRA PHOTO
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
AND RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
Diana Magallanes' birthday
was Election Day, Nov. 3, but
that didn't stop the lifelong
Holtville resident from voting.
With a celebratory tiara atop her
head, Magallanes headed to the
polls at Holtville City Hall.
"Just because it is my birthday, doesn't mean I won't vote.
Everyone's vote makes a difference," she said. "Everyone has
their own opinion and has the
right to choose."
In Calexico, residents lined
up 15 people deep waiting to get
into the precinct at William
Moreno Junior High School to
exercise that choice, Jessica
Herrera among them.
"All the controversy with
(President Donald) Trump and
(Joe) Biden make it a very

First Holtville Farmers Markets
Draws Cheerful Crowd
BY JULIO MORALES
A sizeable crowd of shoppers
and vendors turned out on Oct.
29 for the first of the city of
Holtville's two farmers markets
scheduled to be held at Holt Park.
The
outdoor
gathering
appeared to have provided eventgoers with some respite from the
ongoing restrictions against large
social gatherings amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
"You get to have that social
interaction that everybody's
Continued on page 4

important year to vote," Herrera
said.
Whether the focus was on
national elections or local candidates, Imperial County residents
voted in mass numbers, and it
might be some weeks before
county election officials get a
handle on just how large this
year's turnout was.
It won't be known until
Thursday afternoon, Nov. 5,
how many mail-in and provisional ballots are left to be
processed, and even then, the
county expects more to arrive
each day following the Nov. 3
general election.
California counties have up
to 17 days - Nov. 20 - to count
incoming mail-in ballots so long
as they are postmarked by Nov.
3, Imperial County spokesperson Linsey Dale said the morning after Election Day.
Imperial County has until
Dec. 3 to certify the Nov. 3

Continued on page 6

COVID Update: County to Address
Rise, ECRMC Spike Continues,
ACS Readies for Re-launch
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Visitors to the city of Holtville's first of two farmers markets in
Holt Park look over the merchandise on display at vendor Loly's
Lovely Links' stand on Oct. 29. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

General Election results.
Although officials declined
to speculate, Imperial County
could be looking at record numbers all things considered.
"This is an unprecedented
election year where it appears
we are experiencing a higher
than average voter turnout,"
Dale stated in a Nov. 3 press
release.
Earlier that morning, Dale
told the county Board of
Supervisors that the county
returns were "already higher
than most elections we've ever
had."
That could end up being an
understatement, thanks to an
executive order from Gov.
Gavin Newsom due to present
pandemic conditions, where all
registered voters in the state
were provided with mail-in ballots, whether they requested

As cases of COVID-19
increase in Imperial County and
around the nation amid a monthlong surge, local officials are
preparing for the reopening of the
Alternate Care Site at Imperial
Valley College by the end of the
week and county Public Health
was expected to address the rise
in illnesses in a press conference
on Thursday, Nov. 5.
Meanwhile, the upward trend

of positive coronavirus cases
continued with sobering new data
from county Public Health and El
Centro Regional Medical Center.
In its daily hospital census
posted to Facebook, El Centro
Regional had 43 COVID-positive
cases of the 99 patients admitted
(total capacity is 116 beds) as of
Tuesday, Nov. 3. No further
information was immediately
available from hospital officials.
Countywide, the number of
active COVID-positive cases
Continued on page 8
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County Creates New Post
to Tackle Countywide
Homelessness
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Imperial County saw a 22
percent increase in homeless people between 2017 and 2019.
According to a June
iNewsource article, the county's
homeless population has sharply
increased and remained high. As
COVID-19 hit, nearly 1,200
homeless residents were reported
to be without temporary or emergency housing.
The county has also been
under fire as almost $1.7 million
earmarked for homeless services
in the region was not being used.
But the county is looking to
move forward in a more positive
way.
A new job was approved, but
not yet funded, by the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors at
its Oct. 27 meeting. Staff are
preparing to present a strategy to
fund the position at the board's
Nov. 10 meeting.
The basic function of the
position, human resources director Rodolfo Aguayo said, is to
implement a countywide strategic plan to address homelessness,
which includes planning, organizing, and directing staff.
More than 1,400 were reported homeless in the 2019 homeless count in Imperial County,
according to the Department of
Housing
and
Urban
Development. That is 259 more
than in 2017.
Of the 1,413 homeless in
2019, 33 percent were women,

4.3 percent were veterans, 20.7
percent were families with children, 4.9 percent were young
adults ages 18 to 24, and 35 percent were chronically homeless,
according to past Calexico
Chronicle reports.
The Board of Supervisors is
set to hear how the position will
be paid for through grant funding
at a meeting in November, but the
first item passed the board with
little discussion.
"I can remember we've had
several emergencies where people all of a sudden become homeless, for example earthquakes,
fires," Supervisor Raymond
Castillo said. "This is a muchneeded program, and I'm glad to
see we're taking this kind of
action."
The job description was
approved by the board 4-0, with
Supervisor Ryan Kelley absent
from the Oct. 27 meeting.
The county has faced backlash after regional media reported
that a $1.7 million grant the
county received from the state
was not being spent yet. The
grant was one-time funding
approved more than a year ago to
address housing issues.
However, officials with the
Imperial Valley Continuum of
Care Council have said it has
allocated and executed contracts
to use all the state emergency
homeless funding it received
more than a year ago, contrary to
those allegations.

End of the Road? Abatti's Request for
Supreme Court Review is Denied
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

It appears grower Mike
Abatti's case against the
Imperial Irrigation District has
finally come to an end, when the
state Supreme Court on Oct. 28
denied Abatti's petition to have
his case reviewed.
Abatti's attorneys in late
August filed to have the state's
highest court re-hear the district's successful appeal of a
Fourth District Court of Appeals
decision confirming the IID's
position that there is no privileged class of water users.
Abatti was denied an appeal
of that decision on Aug. 5, after
the Court of Appeals ruled in
favor of the IID on July 16.
Ultimately, part of a lower
court ruling from Imperial
County Superior Court Judge
Brooks Anderholt was overturned that essentially stated the
water rights in the Imperial
Valley were tied to the land and,

thus, property of the landowners, or as Anderholt termed it,
"appurtenant to the land."
For its part, IID fought tooth
and nail to appeal Anderholt's
decision and expressed happiness with the outcome.
"I am obviously pleased with
the Supreme Court's announcement that it will not be reviewing the appellate decision in this
case. I also want to thank my
fellow IID board members for
being on the side of the public
and staying with this complex
litigation for as long as it took to
record this historic victory for
the people," board President
Norma Sierra Galindo said in a
statement.
"According to the state
Supreme Court, the Fourth
District Court of Appeal got it
right when it found that the IID
was the sole owner of the
Imperial Valley's water rights,
and the people own the IID," she
continued. "We are all water
users in the Imperial Valley, not
just as a result of this decision

but because we are served by
IID. This is a great day for water
rights, and people, in the
Imperial Valley."
In the lower court decision,
Anderholt also ruled that the
IID's equitable-distribution plan
was flawed, and that opinion
was basically upheld, as the
appellate court did direct the
district to evaluate the plan with
farmers that was the basis for
Abatti's initial lawsuit in 2013.
What is next for Abatti is not
yet known. Although Abatti's
legal options have been exhausted at the state level, whether he
could appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court remains a question to be answered. Abatti was
asked that very thing through a
message the Calexico Chronicle
sent to his attorney, Cheryl Orr,
on Oct. 28.
As of Tuesday afternoon,
Nov. 3, Abatti had still not
responded to this newspaper's
questions.

GILGAR

What's Next For Mike Abatti vs. IID?

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES?
NAME CHANGE,
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS OR PROBATES?
PLEASE CALL US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR
YOU.
CALL 760-339-4899.

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
NOV. 05: Samuel Walter Herholtz, Eric Brown, Joan Thornburg, Kelly
McLaughlin, Isabel Jessee, Anthony Strahm, Susan Muller Omlin,
Margaret Strahm
NOV. 06: Josie Dollente†, Autumn Starr Layton, Manuel C. Vasquez
NOV. 07: Evelyn Bornt
NOV. 08: Ashley Brown, Mikel Schlotterback, Joe Omlin, Deborah
Thornburg, Jennifer Byram, Kathie Morris
NOV. 09: Carol King, Amy Leimgruber Chi, Emily Stacey, Tiffany
Young, Leslie Sudduth Ashurst, Cathy Allegranza, Halle Jane Turner
NOV. 10: Roseanna Phillips†, Louise Nilson, Devon Swiger, Allie Jane
Cartee
NOV. 11: Eva Strahm, David Lopez, Joyce Thompson, Callen Merten,
Stephen Hawk, Mickayla Irungaay, Brittney Von Flue

Anniversaries

Week of November 2nd
Outreach During COVID-19 Pandemic
In the best of times, mental health stigma limits people from seeking
treatment that would alleviate suffering. Outreach is a key component of
community mental health that shares the safety, normalcy, and success of
mental health engagement in an effort to reduce stigma. The pandemic not
only brought increased stressors in a variety of ways, but it virtually shut
down community outreach efforts which were primarily person to person in
public settings. Please join us as Gustavo Roman gives us insight into the
adaptations that outreach has achieved and how they continue their efforts
to engage the community during the pandemic.

Gustavo Roman
NOV. 06: Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Strahm
NOV. 07: Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hulsey
NOV. 08: Mr. & Mrs. Eric Dollente
NOV. 09: Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Hilfiker, Mr. & Mrs. Willie Garcia
NOV. 10: Mr. & Mrs. Cory Enz

HOLTVILLE
TRIBUNE
1239 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA
92243
Publisher:
Brenda Torres
Office Manager:
Rosa Nogueda
Editor: Richard Montenegro
Brown
Reporters:
Richard Montenegro
Brown, Elizabeth Villa, Mayella
Vasquez, Andy Velez,
Production: Christina Villarreal,
Photographer:
Corissa Ibarra
Online Services:
Walter Mejia,
Andrea Redfern
Holtville Tribune (USPS 247880) is published weekly on
Thursdays for $42 per year by
Holtville Tribune/ Imperial Valley
Weekly/ Calexico Chronicle at
1239 W. Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243. Periodical postage paid at
Holtville,
California.
Postmaster: send address
changes to Holtville Tribune, 1239

W. Main Street., El Centro, CA
92243.
The Holtville Tribune is a
newspaper of general circulation
for the publication of legal notices,
as defined in Section 4460 of the
Political Code, State of California,
in the Superior Court of Imperial
County.
Subscription prices: Imperial
County - 1 Year $42, 2 Years $75;
In California - 1 Year $42.00, 2
years $75; Foreign - (except military) 1 year $45.

E-Mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com
www.holtvilletribune.com
CALL (760) 339-4899
A first class newspaper
entered as second class matter
at Holtville Post Office
February 27, 1905, under Act
of Congress of March 3, 1997.
(USPS 247-880).

Community Service Worker
Center for Clinical Training
(442)-265-1525

Semana del 2 de noviembre
Difusión Durante la Pandemia de COVID-19
En el mejor de los casos, el estigma de la salud mental impide que las personas
busquen un tratamiento que alivie el sufrimiento. El alcance es un componente
clave de la salud mental comunitaria que comparte la seguridad, la normalidad
y el éxito del compromiso con la salud mental en un esfuerzo por reducir el
estigma. La pandemia no solo trajo consigo un aumento de los factores
estresantes en una variedad de formas, sino que virtualmente cerro los esfuerzos de alcance comunitario que eran principalmente de persona a persona en
entornos públicos. Únase a nosotros como Carlos Plazola nos da una idea de
las adaptaciones que ha logrado la extensión y cómo continúan sus esfuerzos
para involucrar a la comunidad durante la pandemia.

Carlos Plazola
Trabajador de Servicio Comunitario
Centro de Entrenamiento Clínico
(442)-265-1525

Member of CNPA

IID Board: Hamby Gets
Decisive Win in Div. 2
Run-off

Holtville Tribune Thursday, November 5, 2020 PAGE 3

IVC Virtual Town Hall Seeks
Public Input on Arabs Mascot
BY JULIO MORALES

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
In what appears to be a decisive victory and a sound drubbing,
first-time political candidate JB
Hamby is all but a lock for the
Division 2 seat on the Imperial
Irrigation District Board of
Directors, according to early
returns from the Nov. 3 election.
This was a run-off election
between the 23-year-old Hamby
and longtime El Centro school
board member Ryan D. Childers,
both of whom beat out incumbent
IID Director Bruce Kuhn in the
March primary.
With all 46 of the El Centroarea precincts reporting, and early
mail-in ballots counted through
Nov. 3, Hamby received 2,453
votes, or 63.83 percent of the
votes cast, to Childers' 1,390
votes, or 36.17 percent.
"Last night, we made history.
We achieved the biggest landslide
in an Imperial Irrigation District
election (64 percent of the vote) in
a generation, possibly much
longer. We also became the
youngest candidate to ever win a
seat on the IID board in its 109year history. You made the choice
to shape history in the Imperial
Valley, across the Colorado River,
the American West and Mexico,"
Hamby wrote in a statement he
sent to the media Wednesday
morning, Nov. 4.
"At this point, I have been up
for over 24 hours but cannot sleep
until I take the time to thank the
people of El Centro, Heber, and
Seeley for placing your trust in me
to be your IID director," Hamby
continued.
"We started with a simple
statement, that water is life in
Imperial Valley. That without it,
we have nothing. To protect our
Valley's future, we knew we had
to keep our water here with a public vote, by stopping the San
Diego Pipeline, and establishing
leadership across the Colorado
River Basin," he stated in part.
"At a time when families are hurting due to the worst effects of
COVID-19 amplifying already
bleak economic conditions in our

JB HAMBY

RYAN D. CHILDERS
community, we pledged to commit to efficiency and oppose raising power bills over the next four
years."
Imperial County officials said
there are still an untold number of
mail-in and provisional ballots
from across the county left to be
tallied, but Hamby's lead is likely
to stand.
Throughout both the primary
and up through the run-off election, the Division 2 race was
closely watched and much talked
about due to the strong opinions
of the candidates over water rights
in the Valley. Childers split the
vote with Kuhn in March due to
their similar positions on water,
with both holding firm that the
district holds those rights in trust
for the users in the Valley. Hamby
was in tune with many farmers in
the region who believe the water
rights are tied to the land, or
should be.

Its origin a mystery and its
presence on campus all but nonexistent, the Imperial Valley
College Arabs mascot now faces
an uncertain future as well.
Currently, the campus is
undertaking a purposefully
lengthy and transparent effort to
determine whether the mascot
should be replaced.
As part of that effort, IVC
representatives are asking both
the campus community and the
wider Valley community to complete a survey regarding their satisfaction with the Arabs mascot.
The online survey, found at
www.imperial.edu/mascot, poses
a series of questions to prospective respondents, and is scheduled to conclude at the end of
November.
Survey results will then be
analyzed, presented to the
Associated Student Government,
various campus groups, and last,
the Imperial Community College
District Board of Trustees, which
in December is expected to recommend a potential course of
action. Plans call for the findings
to be presented to the public as
well.
"This is a really great opportunity to create a new legacy and
for us to be able to evaluate
where we are and where we're
headed," IVC political science
professor Ric Epps said. "And to
have the community involved in
that process is a pretty powerful
thing. It could be a catalyst for
change."
Epps' remarks came during
the Oct. 29 virtual town hall
meeting organized by the IVC
Mascot & Identity Task Force,
which was convened in August
specifically for the purpose of
determining the campus and
community's satisfaction with the
Arabs mascot and whether it
should be reconsidered.
Epps, who is the campus'
Academic Senate president and a
Middle East expert, said the
Arabic culture is rich in diversity
and spread throughout many

Imperial Valley College is urging the Valley community to complete an anonymous online survey regarding their satisfaction
with the Arabs mascot. | SURVEY SCREEN CAPTURE
countries in the Middle East
region.
"It would not be received
very well by people in the region
to know they are a mascot of a
school," Epps said.
Locally, it appears as though
the Arabs mascot has its detractors as well. Lennor Johnson,
IVC vice president of Student
Services and Equity, said he has
been affiliated with 10 colleges
throughout his career and that
IVC stands alone in one respect.
"I love everything about IVC,
but one thing I've never liked is
the mascot," Johnson said during
the town hall.
The campus community is
also prevented from fully
embracing the Arabs mascot at
sports events because of its
potential to upset those in attendance, he said.
"You can't really scream out
'Go Arabs' without possibly
offending someone on your team,
if not someone else on another
person's team," Johnson said. "I
just hope that IVC makes a decision to go ahead and change it for
the better of the community."
Since 2000, the college's athletic department has been phasing out the use of the word
"Arabs" and its mascot's image
on its teams' jerseys, said Jim
Mecate, IVC athletic director.
Except for one baseball jersey in
use that is adorned with the word
"Arabs," the rest of the athletic
teams' apparel is adorned with
something equally relevant but
more neutral.

"We were anticipating a
change, so most of our teams'
(jerseys) have the word 'Valley'
on it or 'IVC,'" Mecate said during the town hall meeting.
References to the Arabs mascot are similarly absent from the
merchandise available from the
IVC bookstore, ASG President
Jorge Silva said during the virtual meeting.
A quick review of the merchandise available for purchase
online revealed only one item, a
baseball cap, with a reference to
the Arabs on it, he said.
The Arabs mascot - a man in
Arabic attire and headdress, his
raised right hand holding a scimitar while astride a galloping
horse - was also recently
removed from its prominent
inclusion in the official ASG logo
after a recent vote by the elected
student body. The ASG decided
instead to incorporate a design
created by an IVC staff member.
"We believe it better represents us," Silva said.
Survey respondents can select
from a series of words and terms
that they feel may best represent
Imperial Valley College, as well.
Some of those words include
brave, resilient, spirited, commitment, honor, feared, champions,
strength, and tradition.
The anonymous survey additionally asks how satisfied the
respondent is with the current
Arabs mascot, whether the mascot is appropriate for the college
Continue on page 5
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County Declares New River
Emergency Over Sept. Sewage Spill
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Imperial County is "continuing our crusade" to bring state
and federal attention to the New
River dilemma.
The county Board of
Supervisors voted 4-0 to declare
the New River an emergency,
following up on a 2019 emergency declaration with hopes to
get state or federal action.
The New River is severely
polluted by discharges of waste
from domestic, agricultural, and
industrial sources in Mexico and
the Imperial Valley. While
progress has been made on both
sides of the border to improve
water quality through the past
few decades, there continues to
be raw sewage spillage into the
New River, the latest being midSeptember.
Just days after the city of
Mexicali announced it was
dumping tons of raw sewage
into the New River, the county
board discussed the continued
inaction it felt from federal officials. The conversation has continued at recent board meetings
including the latest discussion
on Oct. 27.
District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar had asked at the Oct. 20
meeting to bring an emergency
resolution back to the board
based on the mid-September
sewage discharge and force that
resolution to the federal level.
The Oct. 27 resolution
allows the county to "continue
our crusade in asking for assistance from state and federal
partners to make a change in the
way the river comes across, the
way it's facilitated, the way it's
treated, and how we can make
our community better," County
Executive
Officer
Tony
Rouhotas Jr. said when presenting the emergency declaration.
"I think we're all familiar
with the condition of the New
River, and (this resolution is)
reiterating our extreme concern
regarding the conditions of peril
on health, safety and the welfare

Two Die in Glamis in
Separate Off-Road
Accidents
Staff Report

FILE PHOTO

of our community, properties
and persons that continue to
plague Imperial County."
Chairman of the board Luis
Plancarte switched up the norm
of allowing other supervisors to
make motions, instead moving
to approve the resolution himself. He added it is "something
we all endorse," and that "we
really need to move forward"
with it.
The resolution will be forwarded to the state Office of
Emergency Services with a
request that it be sent to the governor. The county has asked the
governor order that recovery
assistance be made available to
the county to respond to the dis-

charge of untreated wastewater
and other pollutants into the
New River originating from
Mexicali.
The resolution also calls on
the governor to expedite access
to federal resources and any
other appropriate federal disaster relief programs for the county.
In recent meetings, the
county has called on its federal
representatives to take action,
including calling for the renaming of the New River after Rep.
Juan Vargas and the renaming of
the bridge that spans the New
River after Sen. Dianne
Feinstein.

Two men from outside
Imperial County died during separate off-highway vehicle accidents in the Glamis area on Oct.
30 during what is traditionally
considered opening weekend of
the dunes season.
Each year, thousands of offroaders from around the
Southwestern United States
descend on the Imperial Sand
Dunes Recreation Area during
Halloween weekend to mark the
unofficial opening at Glamis in
the north end of Imperial County
and at Buttercup Valley in the
south near Interstate 8.
The first fatality occurred
about 5:35 p.m., when a 32-yearold El Mirage, Arizona, man
driving a 2020 Can-Am
Maverick X3 utility-terrain vehicle on Gecko Road south of
Highway 78 at an unknown rate
of speed lost control of the UTV
and overturned several times,
according to a report from the
California Highway Patrol.
The driver, who was not identified in the report, sustained fatal
blunt-force trauma injuries and

died at the scene, according to the
Highway Patrol. The report made
no mention whether the driver
was wearing a seat belt or a helmet.
No additional information
was available.
The second fatality occurred
just a few hours later, at 7:53
p.m., when a 40-year-old
Oceanside man who was behind
the wheel of a 2016 Yamaha YXZ
1000R UTV that was being
towed by another vehicle "made
an unsafe turning movement"
that caused the vehicle to overturn, and him to be ejected and
pinned under the UTV, according
to a second report from the
Highway Patrol.
The man, who also was not
identified, was unrestrained and
not wearing a helmet when he
was in the UTV. The Highway
Patrol report does not state
whether he died at the scene.
No further information was
available, and that case is still
under investigation, according to
the report. The fatality is also
being investigated by the
Imperial County Coroner's
Office.

VISIT OUR WESITE AT
WWW.CALEXICOCHRONICLE.COM
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County Committee Addressing Health Inequities Moves Forward
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
The COVID-19 pandemic has
shown the need for more health
equity in Imperial County.
"The chronic inequities that are
experienced in the Valley are really
making it hard for the vulnerable
communities, and this is an issue of
health inequity," said Calexico resident
Daniela
Flores.
"Longstanding inequities make us
more vulnerable to the virus, and
the impacts are more lethal."
Flores, a founding member of
the Imperial Valley Equity and
Justice Coalition, is on the Imperial
County Health Equity Advisory
Committee established by the
county Board of Supervisors in
August to address those inequities.

Flores and her nascent group
have been working alongside the
county to develop the committee.
Creating such a committee to
look into issues of health inequalities is a matter of urgency, especially due to the pandemic, Flores
said. There are more per capita
deaths in the Valley due to
COVID-19 than the rest of the
state, and the pandemic is disproportionately affecting disadvantaged communities in Calexico,
East El Centro, East Brawley,
Heber, and Holtville.
"We stand here with both
excitement and also a sense of
urgency in asking you to approve
the bylaws of the ad hoc committee," she said, adding that the committee brings together community
groups working toward health

Farmer’s............from page one

equity. "… This ad hoc committee
has been working hard to arrive at
some bylaws that creates infrastructure for this broad collaboration of community groups and representatives from vulnerable communities to address some of the
hardships our communities are facing. So, the creation of the health
equity advisory committee brings
us closer in statewide conversation
that center on addressing the disparities."
Bylaws for the Imperial
County Health Equity Advisory
Committee were presented, and
approved, by the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday,
Nov. 3, and presenters pointed out
the need to look into health
inequities.
"We need this committee to
bring together representatives from
disadvantaged communities, to
make inequities known the way
they live them, and to be part of
advocating for solutions for the
chronic health crisis our community lives with," Flores said.
The board was supportive of
the group moving forward, with
Chairman Luis Plancarte even
telling the group of supporters,

"Let's get to work."
Those who have helped put the
bylaws together came to the podium to defend the guiding document, including Comite Civico del
Valle's Luis Olmedo.
"COVID has exposed a lot of
inequities that we've known," he
said. "I believe that the fact that
we've known that these inequities
exist doesn't mean that we necessarily want to ignore them. We
want to do something about it, but
sometimes we do need leadership,
and the leadership the county has
brought, the leadership of all the
partners, everybody who has
stepped up."
It was fitting, Olmedo added,
that on Election Day, a day when
important decisions about the
future of the country are being
made, a decision like this would be
made in Imperial County, to move
forward with the health equity
bylaws.
"We as a community need to
also look at the direction we go,"
he said. "Not necessarily guided by
what is happening nationally or
statewide, but as a community ourselves. Because no matter what, we
all are intertwined by family, by
work, by neighbors."

Olmedo said he hopes other
municipalities move forward to get
involved as well.
Some came in with a more
guarded outlook.
Brawley resident Eric Reyes
said that while he is happy the
bylaws are before the board, he
came in with some reservations.
"I still feel that, while you are
all good people, there are still
obstacles and barriers institutionally, that you are not in control of,"
he said. "As we support Daniela
and the group that was negotiating
with the county, they encountered
that frustration, disappointment,
they felt there were setbacks, and
we told them, 'stay the course.'
"They're young. We've been
slapped in the face many times,"
Reyes added, laughing. "Many
times. The point is, they stayed the
course."
He added that he had reservations about whether this ad hoc
committee would be as effective as
it could be. If it could bring everyone together toward a common
goal, it can be effective, Reyes
said.

Shoppers gather around local vendor Artsi Addie during the first
of two farmers markets put on by the city of Holtville at Holt
Park on Oct. 29. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
missing so much," El Centro resident and vendor Carmenlidia
Spurlock said. "You can tell people
are really enjoying this."
For the past year and a half,
Spurlock has been making all sorts
of jewelry using stones that she
acquires in Mexicali and Quartzite,
Ariz. She uses a pair of crimpers
and tweezers to transform bits of
blue lapis, amethyst, black obsidian, tiger eye, and sandstone into
bracelets, necklaces, earrings, and
pendants.
The farmers market represented the second time Spurlock had
attended a local community event
to sell her handmade jewelry. Last
year, she attended the Westmorland
Honey Festival, where sales were
brisk.
Holtville native and Coachella
Valley resident Maria Elena
Martinez said she enjoyed attending the event, where she purchased
an aromatic candle and some to-go
carne asada tacos.
Martinez's typical go-to outdoor community marketplace, the
Palm Springs VillageFest, has been
shuttered since mid-March on
account of COVID-19, leaving her
with limited options for open-air
shopping and socializing.
"This is kind of the first street
fair I've been to since the shutdown," Martinez said.
Yet, she made sure to follow
social distancing guidelines and
even had plans to eat her tacos on
her mother's porch, to avoid potentially placing her elderly parents at
risk of exposure.
Organizers of the farmers market also employed several precautionary measures during the event
to further help limit potential exposure to COVID-19.
A dedicated entrance and exit
to the venue were established to
guide patrons in a one-way direction as they perused the wares of
the numerous vendors that ringed
Holt Park. Hand-sanitizing stations
were also incorporated at regular
intervals along the path and organizers dispensed with any attraction
or amenity that might prompt people to linger for too long on the
premises.
Calexico
resident
and
AmeriCorps volunteer Paola
Sanchez helped direct patrons onto
the correct path during the event.
Though she, too, has rarely left her
home over the last several months,
the event seemed to her like the
perfect opportunity to venture out.
"I'm here to help and for a good
cause and to be more active,"

Sanchez said.
Sisters Alicia Salgado and
Jessica Preciado were also on hand
during the event and brought along
a young family in a baby stroller to
enjoy the evening outdoors.
The lifelong Holtville residents
said they knew many of the vendors and patrons who were in attendance, which further added to the
evening's pleasantries.
"Holtville is a real communityoriented place," Salgado said.
Helping to further draw in
community members, a temporary
flu-vaccination clinic was set up
inside the Civic Center by CVS
Pharmacy. Later, a virtual City
Council candidate forum would
take place inside the center and be
streamed live on the Holtville
Chamber of Commerce's YouTube
channel.
The event's overall atmosphere
was a welcome relief for Valley
resident and vendor Brandy Butler,
who in the past had attended the
city's previous farmers markets as a
vendor.
Being out in the public in a relatively large gathering amid the
pandemic was not an issue for
Butler, who had set up her booth
with her DVTD products at the
Lisa Tucker Center in Imperial a
week prior.
"I'm enjoying the outdoors and
beautiful weather and a little more
normalcy in our lives," she said.
"It's been a great way to meet new
people and be around the community."
A second farmers market is
schedule for Nov. 11, Veterans
Day. In the past, the holiday had
typically featured a parade as well,
but will not this year because of
ongoing restrictions against large
public gatherings.
Instead, the city plans to partner with the Holtville Fire
Department to host three separate
vehicle caravans through the city
that will each be led by a Holtville
Fire Department fire engine.
One of the engines will travel
on the city's north-south streets,
another on its east-west avenues,
and a third dispatched to the Smith
subdivision on the western part of
the city, City Manager Nick Wells
said during the City Council's Oct.
26 meeting.
Plans call for the caravans to
get underway at 3:30 p.m. and
arrive at Holt Park at about 4:30
p.m., and for having some council
members riding in each of the vehicles, Wells said.
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Election.....................from page one
them or not.
As of the morning of Nov. 3,
the county Elections Department
had already received back some
28,000 ballots of the 84,000 sent
out to voters - constituting a 34
percent turnout before a single
ballot was even counted.
With the election department's unofficial tally released
shortly after 1 a.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 4, - which mainly included
mail-in ballots received prior to
Election Day and physical voting at the county's 45 polling
sites - some 19,996 votes from
the county's 84,123 registered
voters had been counted, representing a 23.77 percent turnout.
The county plans to update
the tally continuously, issuing
new reports at 5 p.m. each day,
Dale said.
While the trend was toward
mail-in voting, plenty of purists
wanted to use voting machines
Nov. 3 to cast their ballots, and
there were plenty of experienced
poll workers to assist.
Elvira Silva Alvarado has
been a poll worker for 15 years,

and she was at Holtville City
Hall, 121 W. 5th St., to assist
voters on Election Day.
"Some people just threw
away the vote-by-mail ballot or
didn't bring it with them to vote
in person. Some people are conditioned to vote in person by
machine," Alvarado said.
Most of the voters who
showed up to the William
Moreno precinct in Calexico
were there to vote by machine as
well, and many of the voters did
not bring their mail-in ballots.
Rosa Cota, a first-time poll
worker at the William Moreno
precinct, said if voters had
brought in their completed mailin ballot, they would have been
able to go to front of the line and
drop them off. "The black box
was for vote-by-mail ballots and
provisional only," Cota said.
Meanwhile, at the polling
place in Christ Community
Church, 590 W. Orange Ave., in
El Centro, poll workers and voters alike were feeling the enormity of the Nov. 3 election and
their place in the democratic

process.
"It makes me feel good to
serve the community," said poll
worker Gina Rattliff, who has
served in that capacity for 13
years.
Offering her take on the current national state of affairs,
Rattliff said: "(Former President
Barack) Obama was more for
the people and everybody came
out to vote for him; now with
Trump, the world is turned
upside down."
El Centro resident Mary H.
Montoya arrived at Christ
Community with her son, John
Randy Montoya.
"I've always taught my children to vote because I want the
right person to go in (to office),"
Mary Montoya said.
"It is the right thing to do
being an American," John Randy
said. "It is unique this year.
Whoever is put in office will
make a difference what direction
the country is going to go - good
or bad. Regardless, God is in
control."

Holtville...........from page one
James Predmore, who currently
serves as mayor. Anderson
amassed 24.9 percent, or 357
votes total by 1:02 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4.
The night's third-place finish
went to two-term incumbent
council
member
Virginia
"Ginger" Ward, who pulled in
322 votes, or 22.5 percent,
according to county Registrar of
Voters' unofficial results.
Pacheco said his time on the
council to date and his previous
two years on the city's Planning
Commission likely helped sway
voters in his direction. His decision to campaign door-to-door in
the tight-knit city's two precincts
in advance of the election may
have also provided him an electoral boost.
"A couple of the residents
said I was the only one walking
the streets," Pacheco said
Tuesday, Nov. 3.
With his return to the council
all but assured, Pacheco's priorities are to maintain a balanced
budget and fiscal solvency. The
longtime Imperial Irrigation
District water manager and
Holtville resident said the knowledge he has gained during his
time with the commission and the
council will continue to help him
and the city going forward.
"Having that experience definitely helps," Pacheco said.
As Anderson watched the
election results come in on Nov.
3, he said he reserved any celebratory mood until he was able to
attain about 500 votes. That figure represented the approximate
number of votes the top three
vote-getters had obtained during
the 2018 City Council election.
The political newbie, and
home health coordinator for El
Centro-based AccentCare Home
Health, ultimately fell short of

that goal, but tallied 357 votes, or
24.9 percent of the of the 1,430
ballots cast.
"I think we saw in a lot of
county elections that people just
want change and a different
voice," Anderson said Nov. 4.
"Maybe this is Holtville's voters'
way of getting a different voice
in."
The
unofficial
results
revealed a close margin between
Anderson and Ward, who could
not immediately be reached for
comment.
For his part, Predmore closed
the night with 246 votes, or 17.2
percent. Aside from his eight
years on the council, Predmore
had served a three-year stint with
the city's Planning Commission.
Throughout his span of public
service, he had only missed a few
meetings, Predmore said during
the Oct. 29 virtual candidate
forum.
The county elections department is not expected to release
official election results for some
weeks, as it processes an untold
number of mail-in and provisional ballots.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
FRANCISCO BARRAZA
AKA FRANCISCO J.
BARRAZA
CASE NO. EPR000810
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate,
or both of FRANCISCO BARRAZA AKA FRANCISCO J.
BARRAZA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by CARMEN
LORENA ALVAREZ in the
Superior Court of California,
County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that CARMEN
LORENA ALVAREZ be appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
12/18/20 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9
located at 939 MAIN STREET,

EL CENTRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be
in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section

58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE154) of the filing of an inventory
and appraisal of estate assets or
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Carlos R. Castro
CASE NUMBER: EPR000802
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Carlos
R. Castro
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Carlos Navarrete Castro in the
Superior Court of California, County
of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Carlos Navarrete Castro be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 20, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-3484
Electronically Filed:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/26/2020 at 12:10:12 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6403
Publish: Oct. 29, Nov. 5, 12, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Arnold M. Valencia, aka Arnold
Mendibles Valencia and Arnold
Valencia
CASE NUMBER: EPR000799
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both,
of: Arnold M. Valencia, aka
Arnold Mendibles Valencia and
Arnold “Noly” Valencia
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Karen Gallegos in the
Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Karen Gallegos be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the
court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why
the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: November 13, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined
in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq.
HORTON, KNOX, CARTER &
FOOTE, LLP
195 South Second St,
P.O. Box 1439,
Brawley, CA 92227
(760) 344-2360
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
10/19/2020 at 04:07:52 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6401
Publish: Oct. 22, 29, Nov. 5, 2020

of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JASON L. GAUDY - SBN
228975 GAUDY LAW INC.
267 D STREET
UPLAND CA 91786
11/5, 11/12, 11/19/20
CNS-3413263#
IMPERIAL VALLEY
WEEKLY
Legal 6404

City of Holtville
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Holtville Planning Commission
at the date, time, and place indicated below. The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments
from the public regarding the following subject:
Project:
Location:
Finding of Public Convenience or Necessity for a 402 West 5th Street, Holtville, CA 92250
Type 20 Alcohol License for Dollar General
(APN 045-281-007)
Dollar General submitted an application to the California Department of Alcoholic Beverages (ABC) for
a Type 20 Alcohol License to sell beer and wine for off-site consumption.A requirement of the aforementioned Alcohol License is a determination of public convenience or necessity by the City of Holtville
given the existing concentration of licenses within a one-mile radius. The Planning Commission has the
administrative authority to review and determine whether a finding of public convenience or necessity is
appropriate. At the time of hearing the City will also consider the following factors: service demand for
police regulation, public health and sanitation, proximity of other licensed businesses, proximity of public buildings used by minors, public comments, zoning, interference with residential or neighboring properties, and suitability of the premises and convenience for community and anticipated patrons.
Planning Commission Hearing Date:
Hearing Time:
Hearing Location:

November 16, 2020
6:00 PM
Holtville City Hall
121 W. 5th Street

Copies of the application and other pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during
regular business hours. If you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact Jeorge Galvan, City Planner, at (760) 337-3883 (Planning Department) or
jgalvan@theholtgroup.net.
Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Written comments should be directed to City Clerk, 121 W. 5th Street, Holtville, CA
92250 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the project name in all written
correspondence.
Legal 8997

Publish: Nov. 5, 2020

For Publication of Your
Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated
Newspaper.
Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899
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COVID................from page one
dipped some on Nov. 3 to 421
patients, down from as many as 498
active cases on Oct. 29, according
to data from the county Public
Health Department.
However, arguably more significant key metrics for the county that
factor heavily into whether the
region can move from its current
"purple," or widespread, status,
continued to head in the wrong
direction.
New COVID cases per 100,000
residents was at 26.16 and the positivity rate was up to 15.14 percent
as of Nov. 3, according to the county COVID Surveillance Dashboard.
That is up from 20.57 and 13 percent, respectively, at the end of last
week, Friday, Oct. 30.
During the Public Health
Department's weekly report to the
county Board of Supervisors on
Nov. 3, Dr. Stephen Munday, the
county's public health officer, said
the rise in coronavirus cases was
not unique to the Imperial Valley.
He said all over the country
there is a "fall surge" occurring, and
it will be especially important to
continue to wear face coverings and
practice social distancing as colder
weather takes hold and more people
are indoors together, where the illness can spread further.
ACS Status in the Air?
The reopening of the ACS in
the Imperial Valley College gymnasium was first mentioned by
Adolphe Edward, El Centro
Regional chief executive officer,
during a COVID update to the El
Centro City Council on Oct. 30.
However, a joint news release
was put out Sunday, Nov. 1, by the
local hospitals, the county Public
Health Department and the college
stating that efforts were taking
place "in case that the Alternate
Care Site needs to reopen in the
near future."
The ACS has been kept in a
"warm" status since August, meaning that a limited amount of equipment remained in the college gym
in case there was a need to open it
once again, according to the press
release.
"The understanding among
local and state partners was that it
could reopen if the county saw a
need for this additional resource.
County officials are working closely with El Centro Regional Medical
Center and Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District staff to review
data on COVID-19 cases and plan
for any additional resources that
may be necessary. As new information is received, it will be shared
with the community. The Imperial
County Public Health Department
and partner agencies will host a virtual news conference this week to
provide a COVID-19 update," the
release states.
County Public Health Deputy
Director Rosyo Ramirez told the
county board Nov. 3 that the ACS
would be on "ready" status, or be
opening, "hopefully by (the end of)
this week."
COVID Odds and Ends
In her update to the county
board, Ramirez informed the supervisors that as the numbers have
started to rise, county residents
have sought out more testing.
Where there were once four
OptumServe testing lanes among
three testing sites, there is now only
one remaining in Brawley, and she
said that site is now at 90 percent
capacity.
The free service provided by
the state continues to operate from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays at the Brawley Senior
Center, 575 J St.
Ramirez said the department is
"exploring other COVID-19 testing
opportunities."
Although Munday did not say
much when it was his turn to update
the board, he did mention the need
to continue to mask and social distance, not only as a means to prevent COVID but as a benefit to
drive down cases of influenza.
He referred to the start of the
pandemic
locally
in
February/March, which was also
the tail end of the last flu season. As
people began to separate and don
masks to protect from the coronavirus, flu cases "plummeted" in
the county.
Toward the end of the update,
District 4 Imperial County
Supervisor Ryan Kelley asked
Munday to come back to the board
Nov. 10 with COVID case information out of Yuma, including case
rates, fatalities, positivity rates, and
other pertinent information. Kelley
didn't say exactly why he was
requesting the data.
The Spread of Information
County
Public
Health
Department officials have not had
weekly media briefings on COVID
for nearly two months, so it wasn't

immediately known if this upcoming press conference will be a
return to timely updates on the status of the coronavirus in the community.
Since August and early
September, much of the urgency
that surrounded the delivery of
information tied to COVID-19
seemed to ebb with the case rates in
the county and the positivity percentages. As state reinforcements
left the area, some testing sites
closed, the ACS went on "warm"
status, and more businesses began
to reopen, county public health and
the local hospitals communicated
less often.
However, since Oct. 1, the
number of COVID-positive cases
in the county has been on the
uptick, with daily active cases
increasing from the 200s just three
or four weeks ago, into the 400s the
last couple of weeks, according to
data on the county Public Health
dashboard.
Likewise, the number of
COVID cases in El Centro
Regional has doubled since Oct. 1,
when there were around 15 cases a
day, to the low to mid-30s by
month's end. Tuesday's number of
43 appeared to be a new high since
the surges that occurred there in
mid-summer, although hospital
officials were not immediately
available to confirm that.
According to Nov. 3 data from
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District, there were 9 COVID
patients in the Brawley hospital,
with three of them in the intensivecare unit.
ECRMC's Edward and county
public health officials confirmed
Oct. 30 that a meeting between representatives from both hospitals
and county executive office and
public health communications officials was to occur that afternoon to
coordinate messaging as cases of
coronavirus was expected to continue to increase.
Other than the coordinated
press statement on the pending ACS
reopening, it wasn't known what
else that meeting will result in.
COVID Update on Oct. 30
In addition to Edward, ECRMC
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Chris
Tomaszewski addressed the El
Centro council regarding COVID
in the community Oct. 30.
"We can't keep this lockdown
(going) forever, but every time we
go out, we're spreading it again,"
Tomaszewski said, referring to why
the cases are on the upswing.
Speaking specifically of the
cases requiring hospitalization,
Tomaszewski said people are getting sicker, and those who are elderly, suffering from diabetes and
obesity, they are still the most vulnerable.
Acknowledging that flu season
is here as well, he said, "this is a
different animal … we're not seeing
these numbers with flu. This is serious."
Still, Tomaszewski assured that
local hospitals are ready for the sick
in a way they were not during the
last wave of sickness. He added
there have been promising results
from treatments using drugs like
remdesivir and dexamethasone.
While no longer at the top of
national lists, Imperial County is
still among the most active regions
in the country for COVID positivity, and Tomaszewski said Oct. 30
that he believes the Valley has been
disproportionately affected by the
illness for three primary reasons.
First, Tomaszewski said the
prolonged summer temperatures
have kept people socializing
indoors in air-conditioning instead
of being outside. He said being
indoors increases the spread of the
virus.
Second, he said he thinks the
concentration of people living in
one home has enabled COVID to
spread among families, saying
Imperial County households are
larger than in most communities.
Third, Tomaszewski said the
fluid nature of the border has
allowed the virus to freely circulate
between Imperial and Mexicali valleys.
While having the discussion at
the El Centro council meeting Oct.
30, council member Tomas Oliva
chimed in that "culture" should be a
fourth factor, referring to the affectionate nature of Latino families,
with greetings that often involves
"hugs" and "kisses on the cheek,"
he said. Olivas added that was more
of a problem early on.
Tomaszewski said although the
reality is that studies have shown it
takes "10 to 15 minutes of close
contact aerosolization to spread"
the virus, he added, "unfortunately,
hugging helps spread the disease."

