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COVID Update
COVID Curfew Enforcement Lax Amid
Growing Pandemic Fatigue
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
It started some weeks with
state and local public health
orders limiting gatherings inside
the home hot on the heels of the
holidays, but with the last week's
tightening of mask regulations
and a curfew instituted, pandemic fatigue is giving way to palpable public anger.
One just needed to walk outside the home after 10 Saturday
night, Nov. 21, when the state's
health order went into effect
requiring those not conducting
essential business to stay home
between the hours of 10 p.m. and
5 a.m., to see the curfew was
being ignored, even flaunted.
In Imperial neighborhoods,
people could be heard lighting
off fireworks, as loud parties

ensued. In El Centro, cars
whipped along city streets unaffected by a call to stay indoors
and essentially stay off the road.
What's more, for reasons
varying from "the violation of
constitutional rights," to a lack of
personnel to respond to such
calls, local law enforcement
joined sheriffs and police chiefs
up and down the state's 41 affected counties in the most-restrictive purple tier in refusing to
enforce the limited stay-at-home
order.
"We are not going to interfere
with the normal activities of our
community and public," Deputy
El Centro Police Chief Robert
Sawyer told the El Centro City
Council on Nov. 20. "We do not
anticipate pulling cars over at
midnight."
Continued on page 5

Hospitals Handling COVID
Crush; 3rd Vax Has Local
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

People wear face coverings (and
some do not) while walking in
downtown Calexico on Friday,
Nov. 20. While face coverings
have been required in public
places for some time according
to state and local health orders,
the rules on masks were adjusted recently, along with a number of health orders. CORISSA
IBARRA PHOTO

Despite the continued second-wave surge of coronavirus
cases in Imperial County, it
appears conditions at local
healthcare facilities remain busy
but stable, as hospitals expand
capacity yet are handling the
increased patient load to date.
The numbers of admitted
COVID patients have dipped
ever so slightly over the past few
days in Imperial County, as the
Alternative Care Site at Imperial
Valley College takes in more
patients who are less acute and on
the recovering end of their hospitalizations.
There were 10 patients in the
ACS as of Tuesday morning,
Nov. 24, sent there from both El

Centro Regional Medical Center
and Pioneers Memorial Hospital
in Brawley.
Meanwhile, news of yet a
third successful COVID-19 vaccine trial with some local connection and additional information
on what can be expected for the
Valley when the first available
doses arrive has local health officials hopeful.
The county Public Health
Department reported 1,351 active
cases of COVID, for a total
15,568 positive cases since the
virus arrived in early March.
There have been 355 deaths
reported. The positivity rate was
at 28.71 percent, and some 58.81
new cases of COVID per day per
100,000 residents (unadjusted).
The data was as of 10 a.m. Nov.
Continued on page 8

Celebrating Low-Risk Holidays with Family Through Technology
BY ELIZABETH VILLA
While holidays have come
and gone throughout the pandemic, it's usually Thanksgiving and,
in a few weeks, Christmastime,
when most families gather like at
few other points in the year.
Yet as cases of coronavirus
surge throughout California,
some are choosing to celebrate
apart, not just because of state
and local health orders, but for
the safety of some family members.
For a pair of extended
Calexico and Holtville families,
this year will be spent farther
apart than ever, but still somewhat close thanks to the reach of
technology.
"I will be Zooming with my

brother at a special time of the
day. We will be playing virtual
games," said Calexico resident
Norma Gerardo-Herrejon, who
will use the Internet-based videoconferencing platform to gather
members of her family virtually.
"We need to adjust," she said.
"My brother will not be able to
come as everybody is taking precautions, just as my family and I
have. For the first time, we will
not spend it (Thanksgiving) all
together."
The holiday will involve
much the same for Holtville resident Karolina Lopez, who
Zoomed several of her family
members on Friday, Nov. 20, to
show just how many people she's
planning to loop in on
Continued on page 6

Karolina Lopez of Holtville holds a tablet showing a Zoom-based
conversation between she, her husband, Peter, and their 3-year-old
son, Emmanuel (all in the left-hand frame), and Lopez's sister,
Laura Valle (right), on Friday, Nov. 20, in Lopez's Holtville home.
Lopez was showing how she and her family members will communicate on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 26, as they separate
due to concerns over COVID-19. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Holtville Council Approves Proposed Gated Community
BY JULIO MORALES
The Holtville City Council
unanimously approved a series of
actions during its Monday, Nov.
23, regular meeting that pave the
way for the potential development of a gated community at the
northeast corner of Melon Road
and Ninth Street.
The proposed construction of
an 86-unit housing development
at the site represents a
Continued on page 6

County Restrictions
Prompt Cancellation of
Farmers Market
BY JULIO MORALES

Tom DuBose of DuBose Design Group informs the Holtville City
Council of a proposed 86-unit gated community development
during a public hearing at the Monday, Nov. 23, meeting. JULIO
MORALES PHOTO

Karolina Lopez of Holtville, her
husband, Peter, and their then-2year-old son, Emmanuel pose for
a Christmas portrait in 2019.
Karolina said her large family,
which regularly gathers at her
home for the holidays, will mostly be apart this year due to
COVID-19 precautions. | COURTESY PHOTO

The city of Holtville's plans
to host a combined Christmas in
the Park, annual tree-lighting ceremony and farmers market on
Thursday, Dec. 3, at Holt Park
were upended by an advisement
from the Imperial County
Environmental Health Services
Division prohibiting farmers
markets.
The notification from the

county department was made on
Monday, Nov. 23, and prompted
city officials to consider the possibility of at least hosting a virtual tree-lighting ceremony, City
Manager Nick Wells told the City
Council during its Monday, Nov.
23, regular meeting.
Wells said he was partially
advised of the indefinite prohibition in the afternoon by a fellow
city employee but was short on
Continued on page 6
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Holtville Man, 24, Dies Saturday in Viking Reunion Committee Uses
Leftover Funds for Local Causes
Rollover on East Evan Hewes
STAFF REPORT

STAFF REPORT
A 24-year-old Holtville man
died from injuries sustained after
he was partially ejected from his
pickup during a rollover on East
Evan Hewes Highway east of
Mets Road around midday
Saturday, Nov. 21, according to
California Highway Patrol.
The accident was reported at
12:41 p.m. and involved one vehicle, a late-model Ford pickup
being driven by the decedent east
of Evan Hewes Highway just
passed Mets less than a mile outside Holtville, according to a
Highway Patrol press release.
Although the driver was not
identified in the media release,
independent sources confirm the
man as Enrique Reynoso, who
was the subject of an online
fundraiser posted sometime
Sunday, Nov. 22.
"For reasons still under investigation, the driver allowed the
Ford to veer to the right, off of the
roadway, and onto the dirt shoulder. It appeared the driver turned
the Ford to the left causing him to
lose control of the vehicle,"
according to the release.
"Subsequently, the Ford overturned and the driver was partially
ejected. As a result of the collision
the driver succumbed to his
injuries."
The media release did not

state whether he died at the scene
or was transported to a hospital.
The report does say he was wearing a seat belt at the time of the
rollover and it does not appear
that "impairment" was a factor in
the accident.
According to information
from the Highway Patrol's traffic
incident page, Imperial County
Sheriff's Office coroner officials
appear to have been called to the
scene.
Additionally, according to the
page, a motorist who reported the
accident apparently stated the
driver was being "reckless" when
they passed the reporting party
and subsequently rolled over.
A GoFundMe account in
Reynoso's name can be found at
https://www.gofundme.com/f/twx
abt

The Viking Mega Reunion
Committee members recently
got together to christen a new
bench the committee purchased
for the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce. The bench was purchased with excess funds left
over from this year's "mega
reunion," according to a press
release.
The bench is in front of the
Holtville chamber building.
Other organizations benefiting from the excess funds were
the Holtville Athletic Club,
Sheriff's Explorers, Boy Scouts
of America, and the Holtville
High School Band.
This year's reunion was the
third and final mega reunion.
The first was held in 2011 and
was the brainchild of Brooks
Anderholt. There were more than
30 alumni on the first committee,

Holtville Mega Reunion Committee members Laura Goodsell
(from left), Cynthia Bresino, Julie Velasco, Annie McDonald, and
her new puppy, Pressley, and Mark Allegranza sit on a bench the
committee used its excess funds to purchase for the Holtville
Chamber of Commerce. Committee members not pictured are
Lisa Owens, Jamie Hartshorn, Arona Farris, Anne Lowe, and
Gina Wright. | COURTESY PHOTO

which did a great job locating
classmates from the decade from
which they graduated. The result
was attendance of about 900 peo-

ple. The oldest attendee was
Jewel Vencill from the class of
Continued on page 3

GILGAR

State, Local Health Orders Recommend Limited Holiday Gatherings

Week of November 23rd

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
NOV. 26: Aubree Rose Wohlford, Lincoln Josiah Hilfiker, George
Velasco, Mary Blinka†, Jacob C. Groom
NOV. 27: Ann Marie Britschgi, Haylee Johnson, Amaya Irungaray,
Dustin Allegranza, Jason Turner
NOV. 28: Hazel Sue Hilfiker, Kloee Valdez, Khloe Huyler, Emil
Schaffner
NOV. 29: Garnet Williams, Maria Omlin-Perez, Josef Iten, Paul
Nilson, Veronica Chavez, Brittany Noelle Velasco, Sydney Anne
Samaha
NOV. 30: William Aaron Hays, Julie Bandara, Carsyn E. Contreras,
Annika Salcido, Chase Schaffner, Morgan Brady
DEC. 01: Archer Fritz Bornt, Lizette Quevedo, Ainsley Jo Boston,
Kay Couch, Virginia Samaha†, Silas Nelson Hilfiker
DEC. 02: Cheryl Von Flue, Heidi Schaffner, Jackie Hill, Mary Green

Coping Skills and Recommendations for Those at Home
The pandemic did not arrive with operating instructions for everyone who
has been affected in so many different ways to successfully manage their
mental health. What we know is that additional stressors require additional
attention to environmental supports to reduce stress responses.
Overwhelming unchecked stress is a sure ticket to anxiety concerns. Let’s
talk about elements we can manage to reduce that stress response, supports
we can reach out to, and ways that we can successfully navigate the
pandemic.
Adriana Velasquez, LFMT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
Program Supervisor
Adult & Older Adult Services-El Centro

(442)-265-1525

Anniversaries
NOV. 26: Mr. & Mrs. John Chimits, NOV. 27: Mr. & Mrs. David
Hilfiker, NOV. 28: Mr. & Mrs. George Pacheco, NOV. 29: Mr. & Mrs.
Gayle Cheatwood, NOV. 30: Mr. & Mrs. Pete Guillen, DEC. 02: Mr. &
Mrs. Paul Chambers
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Semana del 23 de noviembre
Habilidades de Afrontamiento y Recomendaciones para
quienes están en Casa
La pandemia no llego con instrucciones de funcionamiento para todos los que
se han visto afectado de tantas formas diferentes para controlar con éxito su
salud mental. Lo que sabemos es que los factores estresantes adicionales
requieren atención adicional a los apoyos ambientales para reducir las
respuestas al estrés. El estrés abrumado sin control es un boleto seguro a las
preocupaciones por la ansiedad. Hablemos de los elementos que podemos
manejar para reducir esas respuestas al estrés, los apoyos a los que podemos
llegar y las formas en que podemos navegar con éxito la pandemia.
Adriana Velasquez, LMFT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Supervisora de Programa
Servicios para Adultos y Personad de la Tercera Edad-El Centro
(442)-265-1525

(USPS 247-880).

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us,
Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.
Member of CNPA

760-356-2995
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Tiny Homes Project for Homeless, Formerly Homeless IVC Students Moves Forward
BY CELESTE SILVA
ALVAREZ
The dream of providing offcampus housing for Imperial
Valley College students suffering
from homelessness is on track to
reach its spring semester target.
"Some of the construction looks
like not much has been done, but
actually a lot has been done, you
just can't see it," said Adriana
Nava, community services director for the city of El Centro. "It is
the underground water and sewer
that has been completed."
Nava spoke during a recent City
Council meeting about updates to
the construction of Lotus Living,
Rise
Above,
Resilient

Community, an off-campus tiny
homes project exclusively for
IVC students suffering from
homelessness or at risk of experiencing homelessness.
"The construction is still on
schedule," Nava told the council
during its meeting Nov. 17.
Earlier this year the city requested grant funds in collaboration
with the local college and the
Imperial
Valley
College
Foundation to develop the project
on the vacant city-owned property at 1998 N. 12th St. on the corner of 12th Street and Bradshaw
Avenue, south of Lowe's home
improvement store, according to
the agenda report.
"This tiny home community will
primarily house homeless youth

who are pursuing higher education at IVC because they believe
that through education their lives
will change," Imperial Valley
College
President
and
Superintendent Martha Garcia
said
during
an
Imperial
Community College District
Board of Trustees meeting Sept.
16. "Collectively in Imperial
County, we are committed to
helping those that have the greatest barriers in life."
A recent IVC student survey
found about 210 students selfidentified as being homeless or at
risk of experiencing homelessness, according to Garcia. Upon
Continue on page 8

Obituaries
Vesta Louise Bonham
Dec. 4, 1921 - Oct. 14, 2020
Mom was born in Austin, Texas to L.C. and Lucile Heath. She and her
younger brothers, Robert and Carroll, were raised in Tahoka and Brownfield
where her father was the district attorney. She met her husband, Kelton, in
Bible study her senior year at Texas Tech, where she was pursuing her degree
in journalism. They married a year later. During WW2, she returned to
Brownfield and taught school while Kelton served in the South Pacific. After
the war they began their family with sons Robert and Jimmy. They moved to
Richmond, California in 1950 where Kelton attended seminary and where
they had me, Barbara. She hosted Bible studies, Sunday school, and taught English to Japanese women
in the neighborhood. They soon moved to Sacramento and became Southern Baptist Home Missionaries
to the post-war Japanese in the region. They were transferred in 1959 to establish a mission church on
the reservation of the Hupa Tribe in Hoopa, Ca. In 1965 they left the mission and moved to Holtville.
She was a life-long teacher. This was both her vocation and her passion. She taught elementary
school in multiple districts, including Finley Elementary and Pine School. She also taught Sunday school,
Bible study, Vacation Bible School, Christian summer camp, reading and writing at the Turning Point
Men's Home, and English and local history to young Asian women through Literacy Volunteers of
Imperial Valley. Teaching was one of her greatest joys and she thrived on sharing information with others. Even later in her life, she never stopped looking for opportunities to educate others. She deeply hoped
to be remembered as a teacher. Those who knew her will remember this, along with her smile, encouragement, and eagerness to share Jesus with any and all that she met.
Louise is survived by sons, Robert "Kelton" Bonham, Jimmy "Ole" Bonham, daughter Barbara
Nilson and Henry Nilson, to whom she always referred as her "very special son-in-law." She leaves grandchildren: Jasmin Bonham, Sara Brown (Lance), Paul Nilson, Rachel
Garewal (Justin), Kai Lieb, Kiva Ross-Bonham and four great-grandchildren, Peyton Louise Brown, Clark Garewal, Otto Nilson, and Dean
Garewal.
Services will be outdoors at Trinity Baptist Church, 722 E 6th St,
Holtville on what would have been Louise's 99th birthday, December 4,
2020 at 10 a.m. Please wear a mask and practice distancing from other
groups. Please consider donations to Trinity Baptist Church for mission
programs to celebrate her memory.
The family wishes to thank her housekeepers who also loved and
cared for her, Esther Ramirez and Yvette Ruiz, and the many friends that
helped prepare meals and drive her wherever she needed to go. We also
wish to thank the many doctors that showed special attention that extended her quality of life.

Construction is in the early stages of the Lotus Living, Rise Above,
Resilient Community, an off-campus tiny homes project exclusively for Imperial Valley College students suffering from homelessness or at risk of experiencing homelessness. The development is a
partnership between the city of El Centro and IVC. It is located on
Bradshaw Avenue, just south of Lowe's home-improvement store
in El Centro. | CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Reunion..............from page two
1934.
The Holtville Athletic Club
catered a delicious meal and
served for dessert its famous
homemade ice cream at each
mega reunion. Along with the
meal, the price of the ticket
included access to the museum,
live music and dancing, a bar and
a photo booth.
"But best of all was the
chance of seeing classmates that
hadn't been seen in a very long
time. All in a setting of the
Historical Society Pioneers'
Museum's buildings and spacious
grounds," according to the
release.
Some of the Viking ladies
organize a reunion float for the
Carrot Festival Parade each
reunion, offering another chance
to gather with classmates. Staff
from Holtville High organized a
guided tour of the campus, which
drew large groups of alumni.
Several classes took advantage of
so many of their classmates being
in town for the reunion and had
their own mini-reunions on a
Friday evening.
From those excess funds,
donations were made to the
Holtville
Fire
Department
Explorers for their services, the
Holtville High Band Boosters,
Holtville Touchdown Club, and
the Imperial County Historical
Society.
The second mega reunion was
held in 2015. Although there were
only half as many committee

members involved, they did an
excellent job tracking down
alumni from classes from the
1940s through the 1980s. The
venue and all the amenities were
the same as the first mega
reunion. That year, about 614
people attended.
Excess funds benefitted the
Sheriff's Explorers, the Holtville
High Hall of Fame/Walk of Fame,
the Historical Society, the Band
Boosters and Holtville High in
general.
By the third mega reunion,
held in 2020, there were just 10
on the committee. Nevertheless,
the reunion was a success with
533 in attendance. The first
reunion pulled in the largest number of alumni but the other two
managed to add first-time attendees.
"Everyone had a wonderful
time whether attending one, two,
or all three of the reunions,"
according to the release.
"It was a Viking team effort
… great team and lots of fun
memories!" Holtville High graduate Mark Allegranza said.
Without Mark Allegranza,
none of the mega reunions would
have been possible, the release
states.
"He knows how to run a committee and get things done. Thank
you to everyone who sat on a
committee and a huge thank you
to Mark Allegranza! GO
VIKINGS!!"
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Lithium Valley: A Look At The Potential Of Lithium
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
It’s likely everyone in the
Imperial Valley has at least one
lithium-ion battery in their home,
whether it be the battery itself, in
portable electronics like cell
phones, or even in electric vehicles.
Currently, the U.S. imports
most of the lithium it uses from
Chile and Argentina, according to
the U.S. Geological Survey’s
2020
Mineral
Commodity
Summaries.
“Six mineral operations in
Australia, two brine operations
each in Argentina and Chile, and
one brine and one mineral operation in China accounted for the
majority of world lithium production,” according to Brian Jaskula,
who wrote the lithium section of
the report.
The Salton Sea area is sitting
atop millions of metric tons of
lithium in the form of its geothermal brine, and for several years,
companies, government officials,
and agencies have been working
to tap into that resource.
“There’s a swell of re-energy
happening today in the state and
Washington that we need to have
a secure supply of lithium,”
Imperial County Supervisor Ryan
Kelley said. “The need is only
going to grow with electric vehicles and as technology advances.
Lithium is such a light material,
it’s going to be the choice ingredient for battery construction for the
foreseeable future.”
Kelley has been advocating
for lithium production at the
Salton Sea for more than half a
decade, and he’s one of the locals
who has applied to take part in the
governor’s blue ribbon commission on lithium extraction created
by Assembly member Eduardo
Garcia’s Assembly Bill 1657.
“We see it as a large benefit to
Imperial County,” he said. “We’re
talking about safely and environmentally harnessed lithium without the harm to the environment
that you see in the ponds in South
America.”
In areas like Chile and
Argentina, lithium is extracted by
pumping large amounts of water
from under the earth’s surface into
ground-level ponds, according to
energytransition.org, a website for
the Heinrich Böll Foundation,
which is a catalyst for green
visions and projects. That water is
left to evaporate over several
months, leaving behind lithium.
However, the region has some
of the driest parts of the world

where water shortages exist,
according to the foundation. The
evaporating ponds also expose the
lithium and other chemicals
directly to the wind potentially
impacting air quality.
Kelley hopes the lithium at the
Salton Sea will not only benefit
the Imperial Valley economy with
new investments, but projects
brought in to extract lithium can
also help restore the drying Salton
Sea.
The energy developers will
have to mitigate impacts on the
land where they are developing,
which is the areas where the sea is
drying up, he said.
Development Underway
The county has had two mineral recovery developments in the
past, according to Linsey Dale,
Imperial County public information officer. In the early 2000s,
CalEnergy developed and operated a zinc-extraction facility utilizing the brine resource. That project was successful but closed after
five years.
More
recently,
Simbol
Materials developed a demonstration plant to extract lithium in the
late 2010s, she said. Ultimately,
the Simbol Materials plant did
become a commercial-scale operation and closed in 2015 after a
company acquisition fell through
and the company filed for bankruptcy.
“The county of Imperial and
IID have met with a few potential
projects,” Dale said. “However, to
date only EnergySource is officially moving forward.”
EnergySource
announced
plans in October 2019 for a commercial-scale lithium recovery
project utilizing the geothermal
brine from the Hudson Ranch
Power Plant. That project continues to advance, and Vincent
Signorotti, vice president of
resource and real estate assets for
EnergySource, said he hopes to be
in construction in late 2021.
“We don’t see any hurdles that
cannot be addressed during the
project development phase,” he
said. “We are quite confident in
the process approach and technology being deployed.”
EnergySource needs about
$400 million for its Project ATLiS
facility, Chief Operating Officer
Derek Benson told Bloomberg
News recently. The company
expects to enter into production in
late 2023, though it has been running a pilot project at its plant, off
and on, for about four years.
The full-scale facility is
expected to produce a little less
than 20,000 metric tons of lithium

EnergySource's Hudson Ranch I geothermal project near the
Salton Sea is shown, where a lithium-recovery facility is also
being developed. | ENERGYSOURCE PHOTO

per year, according to Benson.
When in full operation,
Project ATLiS is expected to generate more than $25 million per
year in direct economic benefit to
the local community, including
employee salaries, royalties, utilities, and taxes, according to a
press release from EnergySource.
The project is expected to infuse
$60 million annually into the
economy.
More Companies Interested
EnergySource isn’t the only
company interested in developing
near the Salton Sea.
Controlled
Thermal
Resources Chief Executive
Officer Rod Colwell said his company has been working on a project for about eight years, and the
first phase is set to be online in
2023.
In the first phase of the project, which includes building a
geothermal plant and lithium
recovery facility, the company is
looking at extracting just under
40,000 tons per year, Colwell
said.
Global demand for lithium is
expected to more than double
from an estimated 47,300 tons in
2020 to 117,400 tons in 2024,
according to a GlobalData report.
In 2019, rechargeable batteries
made up 54 percent of the total
lithium demand, but a rapid rise of
hybrid and electric vehicle sales
has pushed lithium demand up
more.
According to a Roskill market
report, longer term looks at the
future show a strong growth in
lithium demand, exceeding 1 million tons in 2027.
The Salton Sea can provide a
large percentage of that global
demand, Colwell said. And it can
do so in a sustainable way.
“That’s the difference in the
way of the Salton Sea,” he said.
“Sustainability is the biggest difference (from how other areas
recover lithium).”
The demand is going to drive
the move to recover more lithium,
he added.
The total inferred lithium
resource at the Salton Sea is about
2.7 million tons, according to the
Controlled Thermal Resources
website. The company’s project
includes eight stages, with the
potential to recover 300,000 tons
per year, along with a total of
1,100 megawatts in power production at the geothermal facility.
“We’re looking forward to
cutting the ribbon and getting the
plant going,” he said. “We’re
excited to finally get this thing on
the ground.”
Political Movement Behind
Lithium
In addition to companies,
political leaders are also committed to exploring the major economic opportunity for the Salton
Sea communities.
In September, Gov. Gavin
Newsom signed Assembly member Eduardo Garcia’s Assembly
Bill 1657 to create a blue-ribbon
commission to explore and
expand the state’s emerging lithium-recovery industry.
“After years of concerted
advocacy, we have successfully
secured California’s commitment
to explore the abundant lithium
extraction, renewable power
potential of the Salton Sea geothermal resource area,” stated

Mud pot fields near the southeastern shores of the Salton Sea show
the potential energy brewing beneath the surface of the known
Salton Sea Geothermal Resource Area where EnergySource have
built geothermal plants and others like Controlled Thermal
Resources of Australia are also developing geothermal plants.
Ultimately, both companies will also build lithium-extraction facilities to draw the valued mineral from the geothermal brine and
serve a demand that is escalating rapidly. CONTROLLED THERMAL RESOURCE PHOTO

Garcia, D-Coachella, who represents Imperial County and a
southeastern portion of Riverside
County. “In addition to helping
meet our clean energy goals, this
commission could serve as a valuable lever of our state’s economic
recovery strategy.
“The passage of AB 1657 is a
major victory for our region, especially for our most impoverished
communities who would benefit
from the jobs a competitive lithium industry will bring to our
area,” he added.
As the global demand for

lithium continues to rise, the commission will review, investigate,
and analyze opportunities and
benefits for lithium extraction and
use in California. The commission
is required to submit a report to
the Legislature documenting its
findings and recommendations by
Oct. 1, 2022.
The state is currently working
on creating the 14-member board
to investigate lithium recovery,
which is set to include representatives from the industry, organizations, agencies, and communities.

Health Order........from page one
On a more positive note, Sawyer
added, "We strongly encourage and
believe our community will follow
that curfew, with a few exceptions."
The department has continued to
follow up on reports of potential
health order violations and is appreciative of the community's vigilance
and interest in helping curb the pandemic, he said.
"We really do have a phenomenal community," Sawyer added. "Our
citizens are really taking it to heart."
For Calexico Police Chief
Gonzalo Gerardo, whose city has
been hit hardest in terms of COVID
cases since the start of the pandemic,
enforcement of the new curfew
comes down to manpower, even as
the county and all of the state experiences a massive second surge in
coronavirus cases and hospitalizations.
"It's going to be really hard to
enforce an executive order when you
are short-handed and when we have
other priority calls for service. We
will prioritize the calls, and if we can,
we will respond. It's up to our citizens to step it up and follow the order
and police themselves," Gerardo said
Sunday, Nov. 22.
In Imperial, however, Chief
Leonard J. Barra's statement issued
on the afternoon of Nov. 20 was more
unapologetic. It not only touched on
the curfew but threw down the gauntlet for calls to the department regarding masks and other issues.
"We would like to assure the
public that our officers' first priority
is to educate and inform the community of the new restrictions. To ensure
constitutional rights are not violated
and to limit potential negative interactions and exposure to our officers,
we will not be responding to calls for
service solely based on non-compliance with the new order, or physical
distancing and mask guidelines,"
according to a statement credited to
the Imperial Police Department on
behalf of Barra.
It is part and parcel of what was
heard throughout the weekend, as
law enforcement officials in

Sacramento, Fresno, Orange, and Los
Angeles counties, among a slew of
others, stated they would not enforce
the curfew.
Local officials like Tony
Rouhotas Jr., county executive officer, in numerous recent press conferences has acknowledged pandemic
fatigue as being a problem. People
are tired of restrictions placed on
them, are pushing back in several
ways, mostly through noncompliance.
Calexico Chief Gerardo offered
his take last week.
"I think it's come to the point
where everyone is extremely mentally exhausted of COVID not going
away," he said.
Gerardo added people must do
their part, even during the holidays
when they want to be with their families, but he understands the anger
and refusal to comply, even if he
doesn't agree.
The county Public Health
Department is trying all sorts of messaging to educate the public on all the
health orders amid increasing cases
rates and possibly an increasing
unwillingness to listen.
Even before the curfew, those
tired or wearing masks didn't like
when Gov. Newsom on Nov. 16
announced rules tightening up how
they should be worn in public. It
went from requiring face coverings in
high-risk situations, to being told to
wear a mask in almost all public situations, including when sitting at an
outdoor restaurant.
For
that
matter,
with
Thanksgiving on Thursday, Nov. 26,
and Christmas following soon after,
the state and local order that no more
than three families congregate inside
a home, with that gathering further
capped in Imperial County with a
limit of 16 guests by county Public
Health Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday,
is a hard holiday pill to swallow for
many.
Julio Morales contributed
reporting to this story.
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Cancellation...........................from page one
details, and therefore, couldn't
provide the City Council with a
clear explanation of the county's
rationale.
"I'm guessing it's because of the
spike (in COVID-19 cases),"
Wells told the council.
The prohibition against the farmers market effectively shutters
the tree-lighting ceremony and
Christmas in the Park events,
which were already pared back
significantly because of the
ongoing pandemic.
Wells said he anticipated speaking with the city's event organizer to determine whether a virtual
tree-lighting ceremony could still
be held in the absence of any
crowds.

"I'm going to try to do a
Facebook Live thing," Wells
said.
For the event, a city official will
typically lead a countdown to the
lighting of a decorated Christmas
tree that is placed atop an overhang above the entrance to the
Civic Center. The tree-lighting
ceremony was a rather small
affair and typically didn't warrant
its own standalone event, Wells
said following the council meeting.
Instead,
event
organizers,
whether it was the city or the
Holtville
Chamber
of
Commerce, would often pair the
event with the annual Christmas
in the Park, which featured local

school choirs singing Christmas
songs, raffles, and vendors, Wells
said.
Rosie Allegranza, Chamber of
Commerce chief executive officer, expressed deep disappointment on Nov. 23 upon being told
the combined events were not
likely to go forward as planned.
For its part, the chamber was
tasked with handling appointments for mask-wearing community members to have their picture taken with Santa Claus during the planned Christmas in the
Park event.
"We're not sure what we're going
to do yet," Allegranza said.

American Legion Helps
Its Community

Council....................................from page one
compromise by property
owner and Holtville resident
John Hawk, who had encountered opposition to his previous
proposal to construct a 152-unit
apartment complex in the rural
area.
Hawk's original plan for the
Melon Properties site had faced
pushback from the public during
an Oct. 19 city Planning
Commission
meeting,
and
prompted the commission to
approve an R-2 zoning designation instead of the R-3 designation Hawk had sought and which
would've allowed for high-density housing to be built.
Instead of appealing the
Planning Commission's decision,
Hawk had chosen to amend his
original proposal, Tom DuBose
of the DuBose Design Group said
during the public hearing portion
of Monday's council meeting.
"We now believe that the best
vision of this particular property
is to make it a gated community,"
DuBose said.
The council's approval of the
proposed project stemmed from a
resolution that in sum authorized
the annexation of about eight
acres of unincorporated county
land, designated the parcels as R2 zoning allowing for single-family and medium-density housing,
established a tax property agreement with the county, and
approved the proposed development's mitigated negative declaration regarding its environmental impact.
The proposed housing development could be comprised possibly of 21 single-family homes,
10 units of "four-plexes," and
three buildings housing a total of
12 townhomes, according to a
conceptual design plan DuBose
shared during his presentation.

The conceptual design is a
work in progress and plans call
for Hawk, the property owner, to
submit a site plan soon for potential approval by the Planning
Commission and City Council,
DuBose said.
DuBose said attempting to
achieve compliance with the
eight-unit per acre maximum
housing density allowed under
the R-2 designation would be
challenging but that Hawk
remains committed to being flexible.
"It's always been his vision to
provide some new housing,"
DuBose said.
As it is currently conceptually designed, the development
exceeds the R-2 designation's
maximum housing density of 64
housing units. Additionally, fourplex townhomes are not allowed
in R-2 zoning designations but
could potentially be approved
during the site plan review
process, City Manager Nick
Wells said.
"At this point this (conceptual design) doesn't even work
because it pushes the density
over what is allowed right now,"
Wells said.
Council
member
Mike
Goodsell, who attended the meeting virtually, said that he was
glad to see Hawk had decided to
forego plans to build high-density apartments at the site at a time
when the city is in need of additional single-family homes.
"I can see a way forward on
this," Goodsell said.
Similarly, council member
Richard Layton said that even
though the proposed development represented medium-density housing, it nearly halved the
number of housing units that initially had been proposed and

which had elicited concerns from
the nearby rural community.
"It's certainly a good compromise," Layton said.
While the proposed project
did not attract the same level of
public criticism that the 152-unit
apartment complex proposal had,
at least one nearby resident spoke
about the project's potential
impact to the rural atmosphere of
that area, and how increased residential traffic could clash with
the constant flow of agricultural
activity on the roadways.
The proposed project would
have two gated entrances, one on
Tenth Street and the other on
Melon Road, that would also be
accessible to the city's police and
fire departments.
Within the gated community,
a homeowners' association would
be established to maintain the
development's privately owned
streets and common areas,
DuBose said.
The single-family homes
would include small, enclosed
yards. Each housing unit would
have a two-car garage and driveway. The housing units would
occupy about 4,500 square feet
per lot but could range between
3,500 and 5,000 square feet and
have an average of about 1,250
square feet of living space,
DuBose said.
The "compact, but efficient"
homes would be attractive to
those interested in purchasing a
starter home, or to existing
homeowners in Holtville who
may be looking to downsize,
which in turn would place those
larger sought-after single-family
homes on the market.
"I think this is the benefit of
this new development," DuBose
said.

The American Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer Post 138 gave
out Thanksgiving baskets on Friday, Nov. 20 to six less fortunate families selected by the Holtville Unified School District.
COURTESY PHOTO

Holidays........from page one

A screen shot of a Zoom call between Karolina Lopez of Holtville
and multiple members of her family shows how they will communicate with each other on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 26,
as they separate due to concerns over COVID-19. | COURTESY
IMAGE
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday,
Nov. 26.
"My sister decided not to
come this year. My brother's wife
is pregnant, and they are hesitant
to come over. My other brother
hasn't mentioned anything, but his
wife is a nurse," Lopez said last
week. "Everybody is adjusting
and being cautious, and I completely understand."
The Gerardo family of
Calexico is big on the holiday traditions, Gerardo-Herrejon said.
The 22-year Calexico resident
said she would often host her
brothers and their families and
both of her parents, and they all
gather at her home early in the
morning.
"We would start cooking
everything from turkey to
desserts," Gerardo-Herrejon said.
"The kids would help with the
desserts such as cookies, cake,
punch, and Jell-O."
For this family, Christmas and
New Year's holidays are equally
well-attended, maybe even more
so, where all the members would
come together to make tamales,
even the kids would take their
turns stuffing the masa-wrapped
presents.
While
Gerardo-Herrejon's
immediate family is in good
health, she understands the need
for caution. She counts the health
of her family members as one of
the reasons she is most grateful
this holiday season.
"My immediate family is in
good health. Both parents are seniors with conditions, but they are
in good health. All three brothers
and family are good. We all work
and haven't been affected by this
(pandemic)," she said during an

interview last week.
Likewise for Holtville's
Lopez, who said her family is
largely healthy as well. She, however, feels for those who have
been affected economically by the
pandemic and counts her blessings.
"I had some friends who were
forced to stop working," Lopez
said. "Fortunately, I feel very
blessed and never had to worry
about the next paycheck or where
my next meal was going to come
from."
Although things will be decidedly different this year, Lopez
describes what was often par for
the course for her large family.
"This is the time of year where
we actually get to be together and
enjoy each other's company. …
This is an opportunity to spend
time together with family," she
added. "When we get together, it
is my husband and his family and
three siblings."
While much of the Holtville
version of the Lopez family will
be gathering via Zoom, Karolina
Lopez said she will get to spend
the holidays in-person with her
immediate family, which includes
her husband, Peter, their 3-yearold son, Emmanuel, and her mother, Maria Flores.
"There is no added risk with
my mother, as she picks up my son
from day care," Lopez said, and
interacts with her family on a regular basis.
"I look forward to cooking
with my mother, it's our bonding
time. One day I know she may not
be with me and I want to make
sure I cook it just the way she
does," Lopez added.

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, November 26, 2020 PAGE 7
PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-611
The following person is conducting
business as:
The Munch Truck
411 E. 5th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Mailing Address:
346 E. State St.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Richard Viesca
346 E. State St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Richard Viesca Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Richard Viesca, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-622
The following persons are conducting business as:
Hannah House and Disciple Thailand
Ministries
722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 776
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Trinity Baptist Church of Imperial
Valley
722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation

Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
2014
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:
David
Crittendon,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 30,
2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
October 29, 2025. A new statement

must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6406
Publish: Nov. 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3,
2020

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November 6,
2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
November 5, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration

date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8999
Publish: Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10,
2020

939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this
county
(specify
newspaper):
Holtville Tribune
Date: October 29, 2020
L. Brooks Anderholt

Judge of the Superior Court
Filed:
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
10/29/2020 at 12:26:26 PM
By: Henry Halcon, Deputy Clerk
Legal 8998
Publish: Nov. 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER: ECU001635
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner (name): Gloria Holguin
Leal filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names as follows:
Present name :
Gibran Eslao Sanchez
Proposed name:
Eslao Gibran Sanchez Holguin

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if
any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the hear-

ing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: December 29, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept.: 9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Nadine Wiley Montgomery,
CASE NUMBER: EPR000815
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Nadine
Wiley Montgomery, aka Hester
Nadine Wiley, aka Hester Nadine
Montgomery
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Mona Hargis in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Mona Hargis be appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 11, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
11/13/2020 at 02:56:49 PM
by: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6409
Publish: Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10,
2020

Need to publish your legal notices,
FBNS, Name Changes, Probates, etc.
Call Us
760-339-4899

For Publication of Your
Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated
Newspaper.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Vaccines...............................................................from page one

Adolphe Edward, chief executive officer of El Centro Regional
Medical Center, speaks to the El Centro City Council on Friday,
Nov. 20, about recent developments on the arrival and distribution
of a potential COVID-19 vaccine during a special council meeting.
VIDEO CAPTURE

Nov. 24.
Some 43 COVID patients
were in El Centro Regional and
14 were in Pioneers Memorial
Hospital on Nov. 24. Both numbers were down from earlier
peaks of more than 50 for
ECMRC and just under 20 cases
for Pioneers.
While the hospitals get a
slight reprieve for the time being,
the ACS has seen its numbers
steadily grow since ECRMC sent
the facility its first patient on
Thursday, Nov. 19.
ECRMC Chief Executive
Officer Adolphe Edward said
Nov. 23 that the ACS had seven
patients, made up of a mix of
mostly El Centro Regional discharges, but some from Pioneers.
County Public Health Officer,
Dr. Stephen Munday said there
were 10 patients there on Nov.
24.
Edward cautioned in an email
Nov. 23 that fewer COVID hospitalizations should be taken with
a grain of salt. He stated the numbers are being managed through
the local transfers to the ACS,
and with Thanksgiving on the
horizon, there are expectations
that conditions could change
quickly.
Promising News for Third
Vaccine
On the heels of Pfizer applying for its U.S. Food and Drug
Administration emergency-use
authorization late last week, Dr.
Munday said Nov. 24 that word is
Pfizer would likely be the first
vaccine to arrive in the Valley in
mid-December, with doses of the
Moderna vaccine to follow several weeks after.
Both vaccines showed efficacy rates of at least 90 percent in
early trials, with the Moderna
vaccine showing results of 94.5
percent effective against COVID.
In the middle of the night
Nov. 23, news broke that there
were "promising results" from an
Oxford University-led trial of a
vaccine from pharmaceutical
maker AstraZeneca, which is
doing large-scale trials in many
locations, including at El Centro
Regional Medical Center.
While not showing the same
efficacy levels as the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines initially, the
AstraZeneca vaccine in a
retooled testing regimen, later
resulted in 90 percent efficacy,
according to a report by the
Associated Press.
Pluses for the AstraZeneca
vaccine over both Pfizer and
Moderna is, it can be stored in
refrigerator temperatures, as
opposed to freezer-temps and
even colder for the two leading
vaccines, the AP reported.
Also, the AstraZeneca vaccine is considerably cheaper.
"AstraZeneca, which has
pledged it won't make a profit on
the vaccine during the pandemic,
has reached agreements with
governments and international
health organizations that put its
cost at about $2.50 a dose.
Pfizer's vaccine costs about $20,
while Moderna's is $15 to $25,
based on agreements the companies have struck to supply their
vaccines to the U.S. government," according to the AP article.
ECRMC Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Chris Tomaszewski
said during a Facebook Live
update on Nov. 24 that the hospital celebrated its 100th subject to
participate in the local version of
the AstraZeneca trial, which will
be ongoing for some time.
Edward advised on Nov. 23
that the hospital has room for as
many as 1,200 local participants
in the trial and encouraged com-

munity members to visit the hospital's social media pages to find
out how.
Meanwhile, a pair of local
men participating in the trial
shared their thoughts on the news
of the larger trial's success and
their little place in that.
El Centro resident and City
Council member Tomas Oliva
took his first dose on Oct. 30,
while Calexico resident Jose
Alejos has been part of the trial
since Nov. 4.
"I feel very honored and
humbled in helping to reach those
numbers, along with all the other
people in the Valley who stepped
up," Olivas said Nov. 23. "I'm
happy that I could be part of
something that could potentially
end this (pandemic)."
Said Alejos: "I was up late
last night and I saw the news
about the AstraZeneca and I was
pretty excited, although I'm not
sure if I got the actual shot or the
placebo but there's a good chance
that I got a vaccine with a high
probability of helping me not
catch COVID.
"One of the things that I kept
hearing from all the trials going
on across the country was that
there was a huge lack of Hispanic
or minority participants, so I
wanted to help breach that gap
and hopefully get more Hispanic
people feel comfortable in taking
part in this trial or future trials,
especially
since
African
Americans and Hispanics have
been the most affected Americans
by this disease," Alejos added
Nov. 4.
The 38-year-old Alejos, who
hosts the long-running podcast,
"Que Pasa Calexico," recently
interviewed Olivas on his show,
where they talked about the trial.
In fact, Alejos said he got confidence to enlist in the study after
speaking with Olivas.
For his part, Olivas said he
promised himself that if he ever
became an elected official, he
would lead by example. When
Tomaszewski presented about the
study at a council meeting on
Oct. 30, he enlisted and got his
first dose of vaccine, or placebo,
later that day.
Oliva said he already had a
personal stake in taking part in
the study, with two of his friends
in Imperial County losing their
mothers to COVID, but recently
the 36-year-old learned his sister
and her husband, who live in
Denver, tested positive for the
virus are quite ill.
Alejos feels that personal
sense of responsibility as well.
"I've had one family member
get really sick from COVID, but I
have several friends who had
loved ones really affected, even
die from COVID," he said. "But
just to think that as of today, there
are 355 families that will have
someone missing from their family gathering once the pandemic
is over, is really sad not to mention the over 250,000 Americans
that have died as of today."
It likely won't be till after the
first of the year that the
AstraZeneca vaccine makes it to
market. For now, local officials
are preparing for the first two
vaccines.
Dr. Munday said, if the Pfizer
vaccine is delivered first, "the
first doses will be harder to deal
with" give the subzero freezers
needed to store and transport the
vaccine.
Also, county and state officials are determining who will
get the limited number of doses
first. As of Nov. 24, Munday said
that will likely be healthcare
workers and first-responders who
deal directly with the ill, such as

paramedics.
During his report to the El
Centro City Council on Friday,
Nov. 20, ECRMC's Edward also
discussed the first wave of vaccines.
Edward told the council that
he has heard varying reports
about the number that could
potentially be made available
locally.
"They're all over the map,"
Edward said.
During the special meeting,
as Edward was discussing the
first targeted group to receive the
vaccine, City Council member
Cheryl Viegas-Walker advocated
to have teachers given prioritization as well, considering the benefit such an action would have on
the overall economy.
Vaccinating teachers would
help permit schools to reopen and
allow temporarily out-of-work
parents of homebound students to
return to work, further bolstering
the economy, she said.
"Public health is very well
aware of the need to make sure
teachers are a part of that,"
Edward said. "We want everybody to know that we're going to
be fighting to get as many of
those vaccine doses down here."
With no firm timetable on
vaccine numbers, dates or who
will get what and when, El
Centro Mayor Efrain Silva
expressed caution during the
meeting.
"In spite of the vaccines
being on the way, we can't let our
guard down," he said.
During his presentation to the
council, Edward also offered
assurances that the hospital has
the equipment and storage capac-

ity in place to properly care for
whatever vaccine it may receive.
Its refrigeration equipment can
reach
minus-94
degrees
Fahrenheit that is required for
safely storing the Pfizer vaccine,
he said.
As for indications that up to
50 percent of the population may
choose to decline to receive a
COVID-19 vaccination, Edward
implored them to reconsider such
an action.
The hospital's recent acquisition of a medication from Eli
Lilly that closely resembles a
COVID-19 vaccine is also being
credited with successfully treating 14 emergency room patients
who were able to recover quickly
and be discharged.
"We haven't stopped providing the community here with the
best resources that are available
across the country," Edward said.
The arrival of the Eli Lilly
medication comes at a time when
ECRMC is preparing to increase
its bed capacity to 50 beds, or
about 20 more than its typical
capacity. The hospital is waiting
on a few tents that were expected
to arrive Nov. 24, to complete the
expansion, Edward said.
Update on Testing Capacity
Increase
Dr. Munday on Nov. 24 said
he and Deputy Environmental
Health Director Jeff Lamoure
were on the phone late Nov. 23
with state officials getting a status on the increases COVID testing capabilities the state has
awarded Imperial County.
Last week, Munday and
Lamoure, who oversees testing
issues for the Public Health
Department, said the state

approved the county's request for
additional resources that were to
come anytime.
Munday, however, said
because of the holidays that the
new testing capabilities will not
arrive until the first week of
December.
Lamoure said last week the
state approvals allow the county
to retain its free OptumServe testing site in Brawley and will
expand capabilities with two
mobile options.
A traveling team can used to
collect specimens at alternativecare facilities and skilled-nursing
facilities, among other targeted
groups. The team can be used as
little as one day a week or as
often as six days a week. Once
deployed, the team would operate
in 12-hour shifts and have specimen-collection capacity for 164
tests a day, Lamoure said of the
first option.
"The mobile-testing bus can
be used in a similar manner, but it
is designed for larger testing
events. The mobile unit consists
of a team of three to four staff,
which has a maximum specimencollection capacity for 528 tests a
day, operating eight-hour shifts,"
according to Lamoure. "They can
be deployed to underserved communities and communities
requiring lengthy travel and/or
communities that do not have
readily accessible transportation
to access a testing site. The
mobile unit will be utilized for
testing large groups such as farm
labor groups, large private/public
employers, outbreaks in correctional facilities, etc."
Julio Morales contributed
reporting to this story.

Tiny Homes.............................from page three
securing funds from the state's
Homekey Grant, the city has
ramped up construction on the tiny
homes project as a result of the
state's strict guidelines requiring the
project to be completed by Dec. 31,
according to the agenda report.
"Homekey is the first effort of
its kind in the nation and is a oncein-a-generation opportunity to protect the most vulnerable people in
our state," Gov. Gavin Newsom said
on Sept. 16 in a press release regarding the state's Homekey Grant, a
newly created $600 million program
to purchase and rehabilitate housing
in an effort to rapidly assist those
impacted by COVID-19 and experiencing homelessness or at risk of
experiencing homelessness, according to the agenda reports.
The city was awarded some
$2.6 million in Homekey grant
funds from Gov. Newsom and is
scheduled to receive an additional
$424,114 from Enterprise, a nonprofit affiliated with the state's
Housing
and
Community
Development Department, which
will cover two years of operation
costs, according to the project's
agenda report.
The grant will pay for the installation of 13 tiny home duplex units
in the community, which will make
up a total of 26 homes, each about
340 square feet and will include a
kitchen, restroom, bed, desk, closet,
patio and washer and dryer stacked
units, according to the project
report. The site will be located less
than five miles from the IVC campus and close to local stores including Target, Aldi, Costco, Walmart,
and Food 4 Less.
"The tiny home units, these are
under production," the city's
Community Services Director Nava
said. "Two units should be completed by this Friday… they'll start
delivering them to us as we build
and make progress on the project."
A conceptual site plan of the
project also includes a pedestrian
pathway for each unit, a parking lot
with 27 parking spaces, lighting,
and the installation of generous
landscaping throughout the project
site. The installation of the tiny
home modular units and the proper
connection to utilities such as electricity as well as water and sewer
onsite will also be set up, the agenda report notes.
"There's water and sewer now
available to each of the 26 units,"
Nava said regarding some recent
updates on the project. "We installed
the conduit across the street, we just
need some more of the onsite
improvements."
Construction on the project
should last through Dec. 31. As per
grant guidelines, the state will
advance a check to the city in the
amount requested and the city's goal
will be to expend the funds and provide the deliverables to the state by
Dec. 30, according to agenda
reports.

"Management staff, the city
manager and the city attorney have
been working on the regulatory and
lease agreement and these were
deliverables that we sighted in our
grant application," Nava told the
council during its meeting. "As part
of a standard agreement, by Nov. 30
we have to reach the milestone on
the regulatory agreement and the
lease agreement."
In an effort to meet this milestone, the council approved drafts of
both the lease agreement and regulatory agreement with the Imperial
Valley College Foundation under
the condition that it be "in a form
acceptable to the city manager and
city attorney." This stipulation was
made as a result of the approaching
Nov. 30 deadline and would allow
both the city manager and city attorney to make any necessary changes
to the drafts without requiring the
council's approval as they finalize
partnership terms with the IVC
Foundation before the end of the
month, explained Nava.
"We have been in conversations
with all of them," Nava told the
council prior to its approval. "We
have sent the draft to the state and
the foundation has also commented
on what we have."
The regulatory agreement is
something standard the state
requires when funding city projects,
Nava noted to the council.
Additionally, the lease agreement
with the IVC Foundation focuses on
regulating the property in terms of
insurance, damage liability, payment of utility, and taxes, Nava
explained.
"The lease agreement also
includes the provision for supportive services, so as part of this grant
the city's objective is to build the
site with (the IVC Foundation), then
(they) would face management of
all the property maintenance associated with the tiny homes," Nava said
during the council meeting.
Nava also presented the city
with a visual breakdown of responsibilities between the city and IVC
in accordance with the two agreements. The city would be held
responsible for the construction of
the project and extension of utilities
while retaining full ownership of the
property and of improvements during and after the lease, according to
Nava.
Following the project's completion, the college and the IVC
Foundation would be responsible
for operations, maintenance, repair
and replacement of property or
improvements at the site for 55
years. Additionally, they would be
responsible for providing supportive
services to those eligible students
living in the housing community.
The IVC Foundation would also
oversee providing the students with
affordable rent restrictions in accordance with the Homekey application
and manage payment of charges for
electricity, water, and sewer,

explained Nava. Damages or
destruction responsibilities would
also be held by the IVC Foundation,
she noted.
The city and the IVC
Foundation worked with California
Joint Powers Insurance Authority to
properly insure the project and its
operation, according to the agenda
report.
"First of all, the city itself is
responsible for any physical damage
insurance on the property as the
landlord," City Attorney Elizabeth
Martyn told the council during their
recent meeting. "Then general liability insurance will be carried by
the foundation."
Martyn also noted that apart
from these two insurances, there are
other kinds of insurances placed on
property and a series of provisions
within the agreement that deal with
property destruction.
With such a sizable number of
students self-identified as homeless
attending IVC, the project would
serve students with extremely low
levels of income and would prioritize serving former foster youths,
according to the project details.
"These new homes will provide
a safe and encouraging atmosphere,
where students can surpass their
hardship," a former homeless IVC
student told this publication in
September. "I hope this will alleviate all the stigma associated with
homelessness."
To rent out a tiny home, students will have to pay an estimated
$200 per month and be required to
complete 10 hours of community
service maintenance work on the
premises each month as part of their
rental agreement, according to the
report.
"I'm extremely grateful to the
city of El Centro for applying for
Homekey funds to create this
dream," IVC President and
Superintendent Garcia said during
the Sept. 16 Trustees meeting.
California's new Homekey grant
gathered its $600 million in funds
by deriving $550 million of it from
the state's direct allocation of the
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act, also known
as the CARES Act, the $2.2 trillion
economic stimulus bill, and $50
million is derived from the state's
general fund, according to agenda
reports.
The city of Calexico is also
building out a Homekey project at
the former Hollie's Hotel on
Imperial Avenue, where it will partner with a developer to provide senior and homeless housing.
Ideally, both projects will be
able to alleviate the burden placed
on many suffering from homelessness in the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic, which has subsequently
shut down most public spaces they
once utilized including public restrooms, coffee shops and public
libraries.

