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'Pizza Box' of Vaccine Coming Next Week; ICU Beds Near Zero
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
Arriving in a single "pizza box" style
of packaging, Imperial County will
receive an initial shipment of just 975
doses of COVID vaccine for "higher
risk" healthcare workers sometime
between Dec. 16 and 18, with weekly
shipments to follow, county Public
Health officials said Tuesday morning,
Dec. 8.
The first shipment is but of a fraction
of the initial 327,000 doses (just under
0.3 percent) that the state is due to
receive this month.
During a report to the county Board

of Supervisors, COVID COVER INSIDE:
information
about the vac- How will local law enforcement agencies respond to the state's increased
cine and how it restrictions on businesses and gatherings? Read about it on Page 5
will roll out
was given even A COVID outbreak on the Calexico police force has sidelined at least
more clarity as seven sworn officers and three other staffers. Read about it on Page 5
the first delivThe tent was due to receive the first
ery approaches.
patients through Wednesday, Dec. 9,
Meanwhile, as intensive-care unit said Adolphe Edward, El Centro hospicapacity in Southern California hovers tal's chief administrator.
around 10 percent, and zero percent
The expanded capacity comes just in
locally, according to the state's most time for the slammed hospital, where
recent data, El Centro Regional Medical according to its census data for
Center was to start moving the first 21 Wednesday, there were 88 COVIDpatients into its 50-bed tent expansion in
the hospital's north parking to increase
Continued on page 7
patient capacity.

Stay-at-Home Orders Cripple Local Barbershops
BY CELESTE
ALVAREZ SILVA
Like most barbershop
owners, Joe Perez is bracing
for the financial blow expected to follow another stay-athome order that has forced
personal care businesses and
other industries to temporarily shut down throughout the
Valley.
"I think obviously it's
going to lead to a shutdown
and maybe not being able to
reopen the establishment
once the orders are cleared,"
Perez, owner of Park View
Barber Shop, said during an
interview on Monday, Dec. 7.
His Holtville-based business at 528 Holt Av., near
City Hall, had already had to
deal with similar closures due
to the ongoing pandemic and
hadn't had the opportunity to
open its doors to customers
throughout most of the summer until late September.
"For the barber industry,

it's been detrimental to our
business and to the lives of
the barbers that work at the
Holtville shop," Perez said.
"Holtville is already a small
town with such a small population. It is really just killing
the industry especially for
small business owners."
The new regional stay-athome order, which laid out a
minimum three-week shutdown, was announced by
Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Thursday, Dec. 3, and went
into effect Sunday, Dec. 6, for
the Southern California
region after cumulative hospital intensive-care unit
capacity dipped below the
trigger point of 15 percent.
Under the new guidelines, barber shops would
join hair salons, bars, wineries, and other personal-service businesses in closing.
Retail is still allowed, but at
maximum 20 percent capacity and restaurants are limited
Continued on page 7

Barber Claudia Gutierrez
cuts the hair of customer
Jose Niebla at Park View
Barber Shop at 528 Holt
Ave.
in
Holtville
in
September. Park View
owner Joe Perez said on
Monday, Dec. 7, that he
doesn't know if his business
can survive the current
shutdown that went into
effect late Sunday night,
Dec. 6, due to COVID-related ICU capacity rates. |
ELIZABETH
VILLA
PHOTO

Holtville Council
Members Highlight
Priorities Ahead of
Swearing-in
BY JULIO MORALES
The reorganization of the Holtville City
Council is scheduled for Monday, Dec. 14,
when the three candidates who received the
most votes on Nov. 3 will
take the oath of office and
begin their four-year terms.
Two current incumbents
are among the group, including two-term council member
Virginia "Ginger" Ward, and
Michael Pacheco, who was
appointed
to the council in
WARD
April 2019.
Pacheco said that his priorities for his coming term
will be no different from his
focus over the past year and a
half: maintaining both a balanced general fund budget
and the city's infrastructure.
In respect to infrastructure
improvements, Pacheco,
PACHECO
the
Imperial
Irrigation
District water manager for
the past five years, said he
would like to see the city continue to rehabilitate its water
treatment plant.
Upgrades are required for
the plant's aged system controls and to deal with previANDERSON ous total trihalomethanes
(TTHM) issues in the water
supply, which is a common
concern many Valley cities are dealing with.
"That's very important for a city to have
those services in top shape," Pacheco said on
Tuesday, Dec. 8.
Aside from the time he has served on the
council, Pacheco said his coming term will be
further aided by the year and a half he spent on
the city's Planning Commission, where he initially gained insight into the city's services and
operations.
It was during that time that he came to a
Continued on page 3

Funds for Cpl. Erik Silva Memorial Bridge Secured
BY JULIO MORALES
A years-long effort to rename
the Alamo River Bridge in honor
of Marine Cpl. Erik H. Silva was
given a much-welcome boost by
a recent $15,000 grant from the
Imperial Irrigation District.
The grant award will supplement the funds that had previously been raised by the American
Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer
Unit 138 to help purchase the
commemorative signage.
Silva was a 1998 graduate of
Holtville High who was about six
months short of completing his
first enlistment when he was
killed on April 3, 2003, when his

platoon was ambushed in Iraq.
"I'm very appreciative and
grateful for the IID and the
women from the auxiliary," said
Isaac Silva, Erik's older brother.
"There isn't enough words."
With the funds secure, supporters of the effort are now
expressing hope that the COVID19 pandemic will diminish
enough to allow for a commemorative ceremony to take place on
April 3 at the Alamo River
Bridge on State Route 115.
The date of the anticipated
ceremony would coincide with
the anniversary of Erik Silva's
death. Some members of his platoon are expected to be in attendance during the ceremony and

speak on Silva's behalf, Isaac
Silva said on Tuesday, Dec. 8.
At least one and sometimes
up to 11 platoon members have
visited Erik Silva's gravesite at
Terrace Park Cemetery in
Holtville and met with Erik's
family on or around that date on
an annual basis.
"They share a lot of stories
about Erik and his endeavors out
there. Some are rated PG and
other are not," Isaac said with a
laugh. "They pay their respects."
His younger brother was
mortally wounded while providing cover fire for his platoon during an Operation Iraqi Freedom
Continued on page 2

State legislation has named this bridge on State Route 115 just west
of Holtville in memory of U.S. Marine Cpl. Erik Silva (inset image),
who was killed during Operation Iraqi Freedom on April 3, 2003.
Efforts to pay for a sign for the bridge recently paid off after the
Imperial Irrigation District on Dec. 1 awarded a $15,000 grant to
pay for the signage and other veterans'-related efforts. | FILE
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
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$1M-plus Earmarked for Imperial Valley Homeless Problem
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
More funding is headed to
help those facing homelessness in
the Imperial Valley.

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors voted unanimously to accept $1,028,100 from the
state Department of Housing and
Community Development.
"This funding was specifical-

Silva............from page one
combat operation, according to
the website of the Mt. Soledad
National Veterans Memorial,
where a plaque is on display in his
honor.
Erik Silva was 22 years old at
the time of his death and was
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marines, 1st Marine Division, at
Camp Pendleton.
Both his immediate and
extended family include a number
of veterans, including Isaac, who
served a total of 12 years in the
United States Air Force and the
California Army National Guard,
and his older sister, Gloria Silva,
who served 10 years in the U.S.
Navy.
Silva's family had initially been
approached with the idea to commemorate his passing by former
local auxiliary president Kim
Vincent and Holtville Fire Chief
Alex Silva.
"They were honored to have
Erik's name remembered and put
somewhere people can drive by
and keep him in their thoughts,"
Chief Silva said on Dec. 8.
A longtime friend of the family,
Chief Silva said he saw Erik Silva
grow up as a child, then enlist in
the Marine Corps with the hopes of
one day pursuing a law enforcement career.
Erik was known as a quiet,
friendly individual who played the
trumpet in the Holtville High band,
was a member of the varsity golf
team, a soccer player, and a drum
major his last two years of high
school.
"I always felt we should honor
him and keep his memory alive
somehow," Chief Silva said.
The news of the IID's grant was
a welcome development, considering that fundraising efforts had to
be cut short on account of the pandemic, Chief Silva said. The grant
also lessened the burden that family and supporters of the memorial
bridge had felt to come up with the
necessary funds for the signage.
As part of the effort to rename
the Alamo River Bridge in Erik
Silva's honor, organizers had
enlisted the help of Assembly
member Eduardo Garcia, DCoachella, who sponsored an
Assembly resolution that was
passed in July 2019 and which
authorized the state Department of
Transportation to erect the com-

memorative signage once funding
was secured from nonstate sources.
Through a GoFundMe account
and a separate bank account,
Vincent was able to raise about
$3,200 toward the effort since
February, but ultimately fell short
of the $6,800 goal.
A supporter of the auxiliary
suggested it seek out a grant from
IID. The subsequent proposal was
championed by Director Norma
Sierra Galindo, a Holtville resident
and spouse of a veteran. The IID
board unanimously approved the
grant award on Dec. 1.
"This is a pretty warm and
fuzzy thing," Galindo said Dec. 8.
Though the auxiliary wasn't
initially sure of the ultimate
amount that it was to receive, the
$15,000 award will now not only
cover the cost of the memorial
bridge's signage but further fund
the auxiliary's efforts on behalf of
local veterans.
"We're very blessed to be able
to have the opportunity to help
more people," Vincent said.
Although she didn't know Erik
Silva, who Vincent said is the first
armed service member from the
Valley to be killed in action in the
Iraq war, his name came up repeatedly during interactions she had
with the public while she was a
member and president of the auxiliary.
"It's bittersweet to bring this
home in Erik's honor," said
Vincent, who now lives in
Oklahoma. "He'll always be a part
of our community."
Should COVID-related restrictions lessen, and the April 3 memorial ceremony be permitted to take
place, it is hoped personnel from
Naval Air Facility El Centro will be
able to participate as well, said Kris
Haugh, NAFEC public affairs officer.
Aside from the bridge dedication in Erik Silva's honor, Vincent
said she is in the preliminary stages
of establishing a committee of
Valley stakeholders and veterans'
groups to attempt to have other
portions of local highways named
in honor of local service members
who have died in different theaters
of combat.
"I think it's important that we
always acknowledge our veterans
who gave all and those who continue to serve," she said.

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
DEC. 10:Natalia D. Garcia, Travis Kemp, Teri Johnston, George
McClure, Jessica Walters
DEC. 11: Luis Aragon, Catalina Velasco Ash†, Dylan C. Day, Bentli
Cherry (Kilgore)
DEC. 12: Dolly Smith†, Pedro Rivera, Ricky Von Flue†, Jeff Smith,
Cameron King
DEC. 13: Nicholas Allen Dexter, Paige Nicole Brady, Terrance Peeks,
Robert Miller, Ralph Strahm, Lori Allegranza, Myrl Chambers†
DEC. 14: John Durrer†, Maximo Eric Dollente, Elisa Strahm, Kylie
Chi
DEC. 15: AJ Wilson, Carly Jane Kemp, Jo Ellen Thornburg Hill
DEC. 16: Everly Jane Wolfe, Lynee Pacheco, Derek Richard Hilfiker

ly allocated for the ESG
(Emergency Solutions Grant)
program and it is to be utilized to
prepare, prevent and respond to
coronavirus among individuals or
families who are either experiencing homelessness or who are
at risk of being homeless," said
assistant director of social services Paula Llanas. "Specifically,
HCD received approximately $42
million in federal funds.
"Specifically,
Imperial
County's allocation was a little bit
over $1 million. ... This funding
is designated to support additional homeless assistance and homeless prevention activities to help
mitigate the impacts created by
coronavirus to our community,"
Llanas said.
"Specifically, these funds are
earmarked for activities like
emergency shelter, homeless prevention, street outreach, rapid
rehousing, homeless management information system," she
added. "The funds must be

expended by June 30, 2022.
We've been making all efforts to
work expeditiously to get these
funds out to the community."
In anticipation of receiving
funds, the county and Imperial
Valley Continuum of Care
Council requested proposals to
distribute some of the funding to
agencies, she said. Catholic
Charities and Spread the Love
Charity both applied and will
receive $209,000 and $764,000,
respectively.
Catholic Charities has said it
will use the funding to provide
emergency shelter, while Spread
the Love Charity has said it will
utilize the money for emergency
shelter, homeless prevention,
street outreach and rapid rehousing, Llanas said.
"I just want to stress the
importance of these funds," she
added. "We are in constant communication with our service
providers. Yesterday alone, it's
our understanding, that one of

these services providers, Spread
the Love, received 300 calls to
request service. Primarily the
service that's being requested is
assistance with rent."
Board members were curious
how successful the programs
have been in preventing homelessness in the Valley.
A report is due to the federal
government at the end of the
year, and Llanas said she would
bring a report to the Board of
Supervisors to answer any questions about the strategic plan and
how successful outreach has
been.
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Stay-at-Home Order Lasts at Least Three Weeks

Week of December 7th
Season of Gratitude
(Originally aired on December 2019)

In our hectic lives, with all of our responsibilities and commitments, quiet
reflection of gratitude can be easily misplaced. The winter season, full of
holidays for some, offers us a chance to reconnect to the mental health
benefit of realizing we have so much to be thankful for, followed up by
demonstrating that gratitude to the world so that the spirit of gratitude is as
infectious as a winter cold, but as healthy as a warm bowl of chicken soup
for the soul.

Juan J. Flores, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
Behavioral Health Manager
Youth and Young Adults Services

(442)-265-1525

Anniversaries
DEC.12: Mr. & Mrs. Brian Emanuelli
DEC.14: Mr. & Mrs. Louis Poloni, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gettle,
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bornt
DEC. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Merten, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Carey
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Semana del 7 de diciembre
Temporada de Gratitud
(Originalmente transmitido en diciembre del 2019)

En nuestras vidas agitadas, con todas nuestras responsabilidades y compromisos, el reflejo silencioso de la gratitud puede perderse fácilmente. La temporada de invierno, llena de vacaciones para algunos, nos ofrece la oportunidad de volver a conectamos con el beneficio para la salud mental y de
darnos cuenta de que tenemos mucho que agradecer, seguido por demonstrar
esa gratitud al mundo para que el espíritu de gratitud sea contagioso como un
resfriado invernal, pero tan saludable y cálido como un plato caliente de sopa
de pollo para el alma.

Juan J. Flores, LMFT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Gerente de Salud Mental
Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes
(442)-265-1525

(USPS 247-880).
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Truck Parking Expansion, Home Visit
Program Approved by County Board
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
A truck parking facility north
of Calexico is getting bigger.
West Wind Parking Storage
got approval to expand its footprint at the Tuesday, Dec. 8
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors meeting as the board
approved changing zones and
awarding a conditional-use permit for the area on the southeast
corner of Highway 111 and
Heber Road.
"The request by applicant
West Wind Parking is to expand
the existing truck parking facility
to the east on a new 20-acre parcel," county Planning Director
Jim Minnick said. "What we're
asking is to clean up an error that
we had made, as well as an
expansion of the applicant's operation."
The error, Minnick said, was
made in 2000 when the site had a
zone change but wasn't transferred from agriculture to industrial at the time. The Dec. 8
action changed the zone on the
current property to industrial.
The board also approved
changing a new plot east of the

current facility from general agriculture to light industrial.
Home Visit Program Gets Goahead
The county board approved
accepting a more than $920,000
allocation from the state
Department of Social Services to
implement a home-visiting program for CalWORKs participants.
The Imperial County Public
Health Department is working in
coordination with the county
Social Services Department to
implement the home-visit program, which was created to support positive health, development
and well-being outcomes for eligible pregnant and parenting
women, families, and infants
born into poverty. The purpose,
according to county Public
Health Director Janette Angulo,
is to expand these people's future
educational, economic, and
financial capability and improve
the likelihood that they will exit
poverty.
Imperial County is one of 44
counties in the state selected to
participate in the initiative.
"Through this program, pregnant women and new parents will

be paired with a trained professional who will make regular visits in the participant's home to
provide guidance, coaching,
access to prenatal and postnatal
care, and other health and social
services," according to Angulo.
Holtville Bonds a 'GO'
The county board approved a
resolution to allow the Holtville
Unified School District to negotiate the sale of $4 million in general obligation bonds. The bonds
were approved by voters in
November 2018.
At the time voters approved
the bonds, they were set to
improve the quality of education
by modernizing outdated classrooms, restrooms, and school
facilities, as well as build a new
gymnasium/multipurpose room
for school and community use,
according to information from
the 2018 ballot.
New Minimum Wage Forces
Some Changes
The board authorized changing some salaries to meet the
state's minimum-wage requirements that take effect Jan. 1.
The county's human
Continued on page 6
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Prelim, Bail Hearings in
'Bubba' Esparza Murder
Trial Continued to Jan. 7
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
The murder and conspiracy
trial against suspects Rosita
Deborah Torres and Daniel
Alexander Munguia, who stand
accused in the killing of El
Centro resident Raul "Bubba"
Esparza in September 2019, continues to be pushed back.
Esparza
and
Munguia
appeared in the Brawley Superior
Courthouse on Thursday, Dec. 3,
before Judge Christopher Plourd,
but the case against them, as well
as a bail review hearing for each,
was continued until Jan. 7 due to
Torres' court-appointed defense

attorney, Stephen Honse, being
absent from court last week,
according to Imperial County
Assistant District Attorney
Deborah Owen.
Torres and Munguia are being
tried together by Imperial County
Deputy District Attorney Martin
Gonzalez.
Torres, 45, of El Centro,
pleaded not guilty on Aug. 24 and
Munguia, 39, also of El Centro,
pleaded not guilty on Aug. 27 on
one charge each of murder and
conspiracy to commit murder.
They are accused of killing
Esparza on Sept. 17, 2019, in El
Centro.
Continued on page 6

Border Patrol Stop Leads to
Immigrant Stash House Find
Staff report
U.S. Border Patrol agents
from El Centro Sector stopped a

As a result of the arrests,
agents were able to obtain information that a group of undocumented immigrants were being
held in a mobile home in El

Council..........................from page one
better understanding of the
city's housing needs.
"I still think it's going to be
something to work on," Pacheco
said.
He also credits a tour of the
city that City Manager Nick Wells
had provided Pacheco prior to his
being sworn in as a council member last year. The tour included
visits to the city's water and sewer
treatment plants, as well as discussion of ongoing projects and
topics of concern.
"For me, it was a real good
way to get into it and get a view
of what's going on," Pacheco said.
With his seating on the council just days away, council member-elect Murray Anderson was
recently taken on such a hourslong tour by Wells, too.
Although Anderson was
raised in Holtville, he admittedly
wasn't all that aware of how the
city's water infrastructure functioned until he took part in the
tour with Wells.
"It's all very interesting, but
stuff you don't think about as a
regular citizen," Anderson said on
Dec. 8. "It was eye-opening, very
informing."

The political newcomer will
be the elected body's newest
member come Monday and was
motivated to run for office to help
ensure Holtville's commercial and
residential development doesn't
do more harm than good to the
city's family-friendly rural atmosphere.
"I just want to bring a fresh set
of eyes and a different set of questions about things that come up
with the council," said Anderson,
who is employed at AccentCare
Home Health in El Centro as a
home health coordinator.
As someone who has been
observing the City Council conduct its business from the outside
for the past several months, he
acknowledged that he hasn't been
privy to the information that
council members are provided
during the closed session portions
of council meetings. Once seated
on the council, Anderson said he
is hopeful those closed sessions
may alleviate some of the lingering questions he has at times been
left with.
Going forward, one particular
area of focus will be public safety, and how police services may

potentially be impacted by pending and proposed housing developments, he said.
"That just something I'd like
to hear from the Sheriff's Office,"
Anderson said.
He would also like to see
greater collaboration on community events between the city and
the Holtville Unified School
District to further help improve
residents' quality of life.
With the commencement of
his first term in public office starting Monday, Anderson said it is
premature to say whether he has
plans to seek re-election or aspire
to a higher office. He said his
obligations as Holtville High's
girls' basketball coach may determine his course of action once his
four-year term concludes.
"I got to see how this goes
first," Anderson said.
Although Ginger Ward did not
respond to a request for comment,
she previously stated during the
Oct. 29 candidate forum that her
priorities, if elected, would be
support the city's continued
growth, beautification, public
safety and assisting its elderly
population.

Two undocumented immigrants are shown hunkered down in the
rear of an SUV (far left image), which led U.S. Border Patrol
agents to the discovery of a trailer in El Centro (center image)
being used as a stash house where 21 undocumented immigrants
were found on Monday, Dec. 7. | COURTESY PHOTOS
vehicle that led to the discovery
of a stash house Monday afternoon, Dec. 7, where 21 undocumented immigrants were found
huddled in a trailer.
The incident occurred around
7:40 p.m., when agents assigned
to the El Centro station conducted a vehicle stop on an SUV on
Interstate 8 near Ocotillo. Agents
conducted an immigration investigation of the driver and occupants, determining the driver was
a U.S. citizen and that the four
occupants were undocumented
immigrants. They were all arrested and transported to the El
Centro Sector rally point for further processing, according to the
press release from U.S. Customs
and Border Protection.

Centro. Agents conducted a welfare check at the suspected stash
house at 8 p.m., which resulted in
the discovery of the 21 migrants
and a U.S. citizen caretaker. The
caretaker and undocumented
immigrants were all arrested and
transported to the El Centro
Sector rally point, the press
release stated.
The driver and caretaker,
both U.S. citizens, were
processed administratively and
released.
The occupants of the vehicle
and stash house, all from
Mexico, were sent back to their
country of origin immediately
after they cleared the screening
process.

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your
County Adjudicated Newspaper.
760-356-2995
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COVID Outbreak At Calexico P.D. Brings In Outside Cops
reach out to the officer but hadn't
immediately heard back from him.
The officer is reportedly Luis
Casillas, who was identified on a
social media page that asked for
prayers for the veteran lawman. He
was apparently in the intensive-care
unit, according to the post.
Gerardo, who has been isolating

BY THE NUMBERS
10
Calexico police officers respond to a domestic dispute on Sunday,
Dec. 6, on East Sixth Street. Six patrol officers and the chief of
police are down after testing positive for COVID-19. Starting
Wednesday, Dec. 9, units from outside agencies will patrol
Calexico’s streets for the next two weeks to fill in for the downed
officers. IMPERIAL VALLEY LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRE
PHOTO
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
A COVID outbreak on the
Calexico police force, including the
chief himself and six officers, will
see cruisers from nearby communities bolstering patrols in the border
city for the next two weeks. The
reinforcements were to arrive on
Wednesday, Dec. 9.
Seven sworn Calexico Police
Department staff members, including six patrol officers and Calexico
Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo, and
three non-sworn staff — a total of
10 individuals — tested positive for
COVID-19, basically sidelining the

equivalent of more than a full shift
for the department, Gerardo said
Monday, Dec.
7.
One of the
ill
officers
was in a Los
Angeles-area
hospital as of
Tu e s d a y
night, Dec. 8,
Gerardo said.
\The chief
GERARDO
would
not
reveal the officer’s identify, but he
said he found out through social
media about the hospitalization and
later confirmed it himself earlier
Tuesday. Gerardo said he tried to

Calexico Police Department
staff members currently out due
to COVID-19 infections

7

Sworn Calexico police personnel (officers, in chief of police)
currently out due to COVID-19
infections

19

Total Calexico P.D. staff out
with COVID since pandemic
started in March

10

Total Calexico police officers
out with COVID since pandemic started in March

5,312

Total COVID-positive cases in
Calexico since pandemic started, as of Dec. 8

380

Currently active COVID cases
in Calexico on Dec. 8

at home with his immediate family,
contracted COVID a couple weeks
ago through an exposure to a family
member. He and his wife did feel
mild symptoms, but Gerardo said he
was feeling better on Monday.
However, he said he would be out
through the rest of the week.
A mutual-aid pact put together
by the chief from home kicked in at
7 a.m. Wednesday morning to fill in
the gaps for service brought on by
the coronavirus infections.
“We’ve done pretty well since
March. I knew we were going to get
hit, but not this bad,” Gerardo said
Monday.
While the chief has been doing a
lot of work from home, Lt. Jesus
Serrano has been basically serving
as acting chief in Gerardo’s stead.
All six officers who contracted
COVID were believed to have gotten it on the job in the normal course
of dealing with suspects or responding to calls for service, the chief
said.
He said some staff members
should start returning to work by
next week.
“We’re right here on the border,
where it’s bad. We’re dealing with
people every day,” Gerardo added.
“Since we’re on the border, we get
exposed more. We go to the U.S.
Port of Entry for a lot of calls.”
Calexico has been the hardesthit community throughout the pandemic. As of Dec. 8, there had been
a total of 5,312 COVID cases in the
city, with larger El Centro coming in
second at 4,569 cases. Calexico had
380 active cases and the most deaths
of any Valley city, with 124.
Meanwhile, officers from the El
Centro Police Department, deputies
from the Imperial County Sheriff’s
Office, and investigators from the
county District Attorney’s Office,

who have sworn police powers in
the state of California, will make up
the 12-hour shifts (7 a.m.to 7 p.m.)
that will run Dec. 9 through
Saturday, Dec. 12, and Wednesday,
Dec. 16, through Friday, Dec. 18.
Each shift will have at least four
outside officers patrolling in their
department vehicles, including a
marked DA’s Office unit.
Gerardo said the remaining
Calexico police officers will pick up
all the other shifts as normal.
Since the pandemic began,
Calexico police staff has had a total
of 19 COVID infections, but only 10
of those have been sworn patrol officers. Most were non-sworn personnel affected during an earlier surge,
Gerardo said.
The chief said all officers are
vigilant about wearing personal protective equipment like masks and
gloves, they carry hand sanitizer,
disinfectant wipes, and patrol units
are cleaned out daily, and more
important, patrol units are “fogged”
every week by a professional service.
He said before every shift, all
Police Department staff, sworn and
nonsworn, fill out a questionnaire
asking how they are feeling and
have their temperatures checked by
a sergeant, Gerardo said. Those
forms are filed with administrative
staff.
Gerardo said to bring the additional patrols on, he had to enact a
mutual-aid agreement through the
Imperial
County
Emergency
Operations Center. Bringing in the
officers will cost Calexico, but the
chief said the costs are more than 90
percent recoverable through the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency because the cost is related
to COVID response.

Education, Not Enforcement, of
COVID Restrictions is the Priority
BY JULIO MORALES
The strict enforcement of Gov.
Gavin Newsom's COVID-19 lockdown orders of Sunday, Dec. 6, further curbing business and social
activities does not appear to be a top
priority for some local law enforcement agencies.
Some departments have indicated that their emphasis will remain on
educating the public of the current
restrictions in place instead of penalizing them, and that staffing levels
may also limit their ability to
respond to reports of potential violations.
"We have taken the stance
throughout the pandemic that our
officers will educate our citizens and
encourage compliance," said El
Centro Deputy Police Chief Robert
Sawyer in an email Tuesday, Dec. 8.
Additionally, calls for service
stemming from violations of the
governor's orders will take a lower
priority for officers, who may not be
able to handle them promptly on
account of the department's limited
resources.
"That said, we will address large
gatherings or violations of the state's
orders in a manner consistent with
the Spirit of the Law," Sawyer stated. "Fortunately, our community has
generally been extremely understanding and compliant."
The Calexico Police Department
indicated that its enforcement
actions would depend largely on
staffing availability. The department
is currently short-staffed, a situation
made worse for the next couple of
weeks by a COVID outbreak among
officers.
The Imperial County Sheriff's
Office plans to evaluate and assess
all calls regarding COVID-19
restrictions and the potential dangers
any violation may be to the communities we serve, said Chief Deputy
Robert Benavidez in an email
Monday, Dec. 7.
Newsom's latest shut-down
orders specifically targeted newly
established regions of the state
whose cumulative hospital intensive-care unit capacity dipped below
a 15 percent threshold.
Imperial County and the 10
other counties that are included in
the Southern California region have

been under those restrictions since
midnight Sunday, Dec. 6, when its
ICU capacity was slightly above 10
percent.
Regions whose ICU capacity is
below 15 percent must remain under
the state's shut-down restrictions for
a period of at least three weeks, during which time private gatherings of
any size are prohibited, masks are
required in all business sectors, and
outdoor dining be discontinued.
In Imperial, where the City
Council in August had authorized
unessential businesses to reopen at
their own discretion, the Imperial
Police Department has also been
educating businesses about local and
state health officer orders.
The department has responded
to an undisclosed number of reports
of people not wearing masks inside
of businesses, prompting officers to
urge the citizens to wear a mask, and
provide them with masks if they do
not have one.
Imperial officers also have met
with business community members
on a face-to-face basis to assess their
needs and have yet to take any
enforcement action, said Sgt. Max
Sheffield in an email Wednesday,
Dec. 9.
"We continue to urge businesses
to operate in a safe and healthy manner," Sheffield said, noting that the
Imperial Police Department has had
concerns with the state's ever-changing health orders.
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo expressed a similar sentiment regarding Newsom's orders,
considering the governor had himself violated his own rule against
socializing with others outside of
one's household in November.
Such behavior, coupled with the
fact that state legislators in recent
times have advocated for police
reforms that Gerardo said could
potentially put officers' lives and
careers on the line, doesn't exactly
promote compliance on behalf of
law enforcement agencies.
"Imagine if we go out to
enforce an order and we end up
shooting or killing a citizen for an
order that won't get prosecuted?"
Gerardo said on Sunday, Dec. 6.
"The officer's life and career are
ruined."
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Death of Mexican Singer Jerry Demara Shocks Community
BY JULIO MORALES
News of the sudden death on
Monday, Nov. 30, of well-known
Mexican singer-songwriter and
El Centro resident Gerardo
"Jerry" Demara sent shockwaves
through the Valley and Mexicali
communities, as well as within
the Mexican regional music
scene.
On the morning of Saturday,
Nov. 28, Demara had checked
himself in to Pioneers Memorial
Hospital in Brawley, where he
was diagnosed with necrotizing
fasciitis, better known as flesheating disease, and died two days
later due to complications, his
family said.
Demara reportedly developed
the disease after having selfadministered a series of injections of vitamin B-12 in his buttocks in the days prior to his hospitalization, said his 20-year-old
son, Gera Demara.
The elder Demara earned
accolades as a contestant on "La
Voz Mexico" in 2012 and later
went on to a successful musical
career, writing songs for
Alejandra Guzmán, Germán
Montero, Original Banda El
Limón, Edith Márquez, El Chapo
de Sinaloa and La Arrolladora.
"Many people knew him as
great singer and songwriter, but
he was also well known for
always helping and giving to
people," his son Gera said in
Spanish in a phone interview
Thursday, Dec. 3.
As news of his father's unexpected passing spread, extended
family, friends, and musical
artists have reached out to surviving family members to offer their
condolences and support. The
outpouring of concern has helped
ease the family's loss and further
highlighted the positive impact
he had on others' lives, Gera said.
Jerry Demara was 42 years
old at the time of his death.
Though born in Los Angeles,
Demara grew up in Mexicali,
where at the age of 13 he met his
future wife of 21 years, Claudia
Plascencia. He leaves behind two
children, Gera, short for Gerardo
"Jerry" Jr., and daughter, Allison.

The elder Demara had tested
positive for COVID-19 in the
days prior to his hospitalization
and had administered the B-12
vitamin injections in his buttocks
as a way to help combat the coronavirus' symptoms, his son said.
News of Demara's death was
reported extensively by national
media outlets, some of which
attributed his passing to COVID19. It is believed the virus had
greatly suppressed his immune
system and allowed the flesh-eating bacteria to spread more rapidly, Gera said.
The doses of B-12 vitamins
that his father injected were in
the family's possession and had
been used at one other time in the
past by his parents to help maintain optimal health while traveling amid the pandemic, he said.
In the early-morning hours of
Nov. 28, the elder Demara had
developed excruciating pain in
the area where he had selfadministered the vitamin B-12
injections and was repeatedly
vomiting and near fainting.
He initially checked himself
in to El Centro Regional Medical
Center, where he was placed in
the outdoor tented area where
COVID-positive patients are
treated.
In a Facebook live video that
Demara filmed while at ECRMC,
he complained of the "level 12"
pain he was experiencing, as well
as of the perceived neglect he
encountered.
In the approximate three
hours he reported having spent at
ECRMC, it allegedly took
healthcare workers an hour
before they could attend to him,
after which time he was provided
two pills to ease his pain, he said
in his Facebook live video.
Demara eventually called his
wife to pick him up and take him
to Pioneers Memorial Hospital.
Once there, doctors were quick to
diagnose his condition, which
further deteriorated once admitted, his son said.
While at PMH, the elder
Demara underwent two separate
surgeries to remove skin and
muscle from his buttocks and leg
that was infected by the flesh-eating bacteria. The operation left

exposed wounds that required
Demara to be sedated afterward,
Gera said. Liver failure soon followed, prompting doctors to
place Demara on dialysis, which
apparently caused a drop in blood
pressure and two successive heart
attacks, his son said. Successive
attempts to revive and stabilize
Demara proved unsuccessful.
"He had been in so much pain
for those two days," Gera said.
"There wasn't anything more that
could've been done."
Family members were told by
the surgeons that the flesh-eating
bacteria may have been present
on the skin near where Demara
injected himself or possibly within the syringe, Gera said. The
additional drain COVID-19 likely had on his father's immune
system also likely contributed to
his sudden demise, he said.
While Demara was hospitalized, concerned family hosted a
virtual prayer chain, asking for

Latin Grammy-nominated Mexican singer-songwriter and El
Centro resident Jerry Demara died Monday, Nov. 30, in Pioneers
Memorial Hospital in Brawley. | COURTESY PHOTO
their supporters to pray on his
behalf. His wife subsequently
shared the news of his passing on
her Facebook account at 10:45
a.m. Nov. 30.
"Family and friends the love
of my life is already enjoying the
Glory of God, thank you all for

your prayers I love you forever,"
Plascencia stated.
Necrotizing fasciitis is a rare
disease that can be "sudden,
vicious, and fast-spreading," the
National Organization of Rare
Continued on page 6
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County....................................................................from page three
resources
department
reviewed
employee classifications that would be
directly impacted by the new minimum
wage of $14 per hour. Three positions have
increased flat rates, student assistant and
reserve firefighter were increased to $14
per hour and the reserve engineer
increased to $14.26.
In addition, 15 employees were also
stepped up in salary.
The anticipated impact to the county's

budget is nearly $44,000 in general fund
money and more than $167,000 in nongeneral fund money.
Sure Helpline Center Getting Support
The non-profit organization requested
grant funding, and District 1 Supervisor
Jesus Escobar asked the board to utilize
$2,500 from the Community Benefit
Account to support the organization.
Sure Helpline Center provides 24hour, seven-day a week intervention, pre-

Hearings.........................from page three

Rosita Deborah Torres (left) and Daniel Alexander
Munguia (right) were back in court Thursday, Dec. 3, in
their murder and conspiracy trial in the killing of Raul
"Bubba" Esparza in September 2019. Court proceedings
were continued against both and they return to court on
Jan. 7. | CALEXICO CHRONICLE PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
Torres was arrested on
the charges on Aug. 20,
while Munguia was already
in jail from a July 30 arrest
on unrelated charges.
Both are being held on
$1 million bail in the county
jail.
The Imperial County
District Attorney's Office
filed charges against the pair
Aug. 24.
What makes the case
particularly unique is what
may yet prove to be a connection to the unsolved murder
of
Torres'
son,

Christopher Erasmo Torres,
who was shot and killed in
almost the identical spot that
prosecutors say Esparza was
killed, and just several
weeks apart.
Twenty-four-year-old
Chris Torres was killed Aug.
4, 2019.
To this day, El Centro
police nor officials with the
Imperial District Attorney's
Office have officially connected the cases, other than
El Centro police acknowledging the fact that Chris
Torres is Rosita Torres' son.

PUBLIC NOTICE

vention, and educational service to support
vulnerable households, victims of domestic violence and at-risk individuals struggling with food insecurity.
"As the consequences of this pandemic continue to unfold, these at-risk individuals are experiencing a wave of insufficient resources as a result of an overflow
of shelters or sites to accommodate their
needs," according to the letter to Escobar
from Sure Helpline Center Executive
Director Margaret Sauza.

"Help for vulnerable population such
as homeless, at-risk families, and victims
of domestic violence is critical. This vulnerable population within Imperial County
has been tremendously impacted especially those who are unemployed and are
enduring other economic hardship during
the COVID-19 pandemic," Sauza's letter
states.

Demara...........................from page five

Rosita
Torres
and
Munguia are alleged by the
DA's Office to have beaten
and killed 30-year-old
Esparza "on or about Sept.
17, (2019)."
His remains were found
burned beyond recognition
in a trash-bin fire by El
Centro fire crews around
7:10 a.m. that morning
behind some businesses near
the railroad tracks on the
east side of El Centro in the
900 block of Second Street
near East Hamilton Avenue.
Prosecutors allege in
court documents that Torres
drove to Esparza's home,
where she picked him up,
took him to an apartment
and then picked up co-conspirator Munguia.
Torres then "drove (a)
vehicle to (the) railroad
tracks," court documents
state, where Esparza was
killed.
The investigation into
Esparza's death is still considered active and ongoing
even as it makes its way
through the legal process,
Assistant El Centro Police
Chief Robert Sawyer has
said in prior stories.

El Centro resident and Latin-Grammy nominated singer-songwriter Jerry
Demara, his wife, Claudia Plascencia, and their children, Gera and Allison, pose for
a family photo in December 2019. | PHOTO COURTESY OF FAMILY
A GoFundMe account that was created to
help the family with those expenses has been
set up, and as of Thursday evening, had collected more than $27,000 of its $30,000 goal.
In 2018, Demara's debut album,
"Brindemos," earned him a Latin Grammy
nomination. He was also the first artist
signed to Casa Nacional, the regional
Mexican imprint of Los Angeles-based independent record label Nacional Records.
Through the years, Demara's growing
fame had often prompted questions from
friends about whether he would depart from
the Imperial-Mexicali valleys for cooler
climes, as many with the financial means
often do. But doing so would have meant
missing out on more of his family's significant milestones, which in his career had previously occurred, said Gera.

"My dad always wanted to be close to his
family," Gera said. "He had special love for
the people of Mexicali and the city."
For the past two years the family has
resided in El Centro, after initially moving
from Mexicali to Imperial about 15 years
ago. Gera, a singer and musician in his own
right, said that their El Centro home includes
a storage container that has been converted
into a recording studio and that his father was
able to record a few songs there.
The father-son duo had shared a stage at
the 2018 Latin Grammys during a performance of "Yo La Queria Para Mi" from
Demara's debut album and had continued to
collaborate on and critique music they composed separately.
"I learned a lot from him, and I like to
think he learned from me, too," Gera said.
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Stay-At-Home....................................................from page one
to takeout and delivery service
only, according to the state order.
"A second go around of stay-athome orders is going to be difficult to
come back from if it lasts more than
a week, a week in a half," Perez said.
"It is difficult to pay the rent, pay the
bills, water, and utilities."
Already expecting the coming
weeks to be more difficult than any
closures before it, Perez is disheartened by the governor's decision,
especially given that his business,
like many others, had been enforcing
restrictions, such as social distancing, temperature checks and other
demands required to re-open safely.
"I think it's going to be more difficult this time around given the fact
that once you've suffered such an
economic loss, trying to get back up
is difficult, not impossible," Perez
said. "It's ridiculous what (Gov.
Newsom) is doing. We are following
the guidelines of protecting the client
and protecting ourselves."
Perez is also concerned about the
fear such restrictions can leave on
customers following the shutdown
order.
"People become frightened and
may not want to come out or they
don't know how to get ahold of anyone to service their needs," he said.
Also frustrated by the recent
order, Luis Castillo, owner of A

Timelezz Barbershop in El Centro,
shared his thoughts on how his business will be affected following its
closure.
"We will not survive another shut
down," Castillo said. "It's outrageous
that casinos are open and other
nonessential stuff are open, but we
got to shut down."
Castillo has had to commute
between his local business located at
1450 Broadway, and another barbershop location in San Diego for the
past five months to keep his business
afloat during these uncertain and
restrictive times.
"Now people are not going out
and everything is closed while the
cost of supplies for barbers is limited
and expensive for us to keep the
community safe," Castillo said of
some of the struggles he's had to
experience as a result of the pandemic-related restrictions. "There still
was not enough people walking
through the doors and the media is
scaring people on TV and social
media."
Castillo said the new orders don't
feel too different from previous versions announced earlier in the year.
However, he said, this time he is not
sure his business will be able to survive.
"I've asked the city for help, but
they don't make it any easy on us to

COVID................from page one
positive patients admitted of a total
of 146 total patients in the 161-bed
facility. It was not immediately available the morning of Dec. 9 how
many of those were ICU patients.
"Our staff is tired … we've been
at this for nine months. … We're getting tired, of course, because we
don't see any end to COVID,"
Edward said during an update for the
public via Facebook Live from inside
the expanded 50-bed medical-surgical tent.
Appearing with emergency
department staffers, Dr. Shavonne
Bordchardt and nurse practitioner
Susan Bravo by his side, he implored
the community watching to do its
part by wearing their masks, staying
at home, limiting gatherings, practicing social distancing, and washing
their hands.
"People need to do their part to
help us," Edward said.
Responding to questions coming
in during the live update, Edward
said of 36 ventilators in use on
Tuesday morning, 35 of them were
by COVID patients. He added the
hospital had 75 "vents" total.
Census data for Dec. 9 was
unavailable for Brawley's Pioneers
Memorial Hospital.
The most recent combined data
for the county comes from Monday,
Dec. 7, when there was a total of 121
COVID-positive patients and one
suspected of being positive between
the two hospitals. There were 28
COVID patients taking up ICU space
and zero beds remaining on Monday.
ICU capacity for the cumulative
Southern California region was 10.1
percent as of Tuesday night, Dec. 8.
Conditions were even worse for the
San Joaquin Valley region, which
was at 5.6 percent capacity. Some 77
percent of the state's population is
now under the state's new stay-athome order due to ICU capacity
problems.
To offset some of the pressure on
the local hospitals, there were 13
patients in the Alternate Care Site at
Imperial Valley College on Tuesday,
which were the most recent available
numbers. The ACS is for less-acute
COVID patients and those on the
mend who still need observation and
some professional medical intervention.
In the past few weeks, as COVID
hospitalizations have ramped up, so,
too, have out-of-county transfers.
Since Nov. 11, there have been 64
patient transfers as of Monday, Dec.
7.
In terms of local COVID data,
Imperial County had 1,659 active
COVID positive cases as of Dec. 9,
with 367 deaths reported, a sevendeath increase over the previous day.
Death reporting is delayed, so it's not
clear when and over what period
those deaths occurred.
There has been a total of 17,773
positive COVID cases since the pandemic began, as of Dec. 9, and some
15,707 recoveries.
There was a local unadjusted
COVID positivity rate of 28.77 per-

cent and 52.85 hospitalizations per
100,000 residents, as of Dec. 9. The
state's version of the dashboard
places Imperial County's new
COVID cases at 34.9 per 100,000
residents and 40.6 per 100,000 based
on its purple tier assignment, as of
Tuesday, Dec. 8. The state had
Imperial's positivity rate at 20.3 percent on Dec. 8.
Vaccine Information Becomes
More Clear
Imperial County will undoubtedly be receiving the Pfizer vaccine in
the initial shipment the county Public
Health Department expects to
receive between Dec. 16 and 18,
Director Angulo said to the county
board.
Coming in a single box, the first
shipment will contain 975 doses targeted for "higher risk" healthcare
workers who work directly with
COVID patients, Angulo said. The
healthcare workers, as well as first
responders who might come in contact with COVID-positive patients,
are part of what Public Health officials have called Phase 1A of the vaccine deployment.
Although Phase 1A also includes
residents of long-term care facilities,
such as senior citizens, it wasn't clear
whether any of the first shipment will
make it to them. It likely will not.
Although it is well-known that
both the Pfizer vaccine and the vaccine to soon follow in several weeks,
Moderna, are administered in two
doses, Public Health Officer Dr.
Stephen Munday said Tuesday he has
been advised by the state to administer all 975 doses immediately, with
the second dose to follow in successive shipments.
Angulo said she has been assured
by the state that a new shipment of
vaccine is expected to follow each
week. Munday said that the second
dose of the Pfizer vaccine must be
given after 21 days and, for Moderna,
it would be 28 days later.
A local vaccine plan was due to
the state by the end of the day Dec. 8;
that plan was not immediately available, although a copy of it had been
requested by this newspaper.
The plan had been developed by
the county Public Health Department
in coordination and consultation with
numerous healthcare agencies and
organizations, as well as regional
environmental, social, and health
equity groups.
Fielding several questions posed
by District 1 county Supervisor Jesus
Escobar, Dr. Munday said Tuesday
that the vaccine is believed to
"decrease the likelihood that someone would become severely ill (with
COVID-19) once they are vaccinated."
Also, it is thought it could prevent illness in certain situations.
It was an important distinction,
as Escobar asked whether the vaccine
was supposed to prevent COVID
infections entirely or decrease severity and symptoms, both great questions, Munday told him.
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get help," Castillo said. "So, another
shut down will kill my business."
If this second round of shutdowns feels more difficult on business owners, it's likely because it will
be, explained Brawley Chamber of
Commerce Chief Executive Officer
Katie Luna on Dec. 8. Luna is coordinator of the Imperial Valley
Business Recovery Task Force.
"Many businesses have exhausted their Paycheck Protection
Program and Economic Injury
Disaster Loans options," Luna said.
"Without a further stimulus package
approved, there are no guarantees of
a business being able to sustain their
operations if shut down."
As for the next three weeks,
Luna said she was not aware of any
new opportunities of assistance that
may have come available to those
businesses affected by the recent
stay-at-home orders.
"Without income, businesses
will have to lay off employees, further jeopardizing access to healthcare
and other necessities," Luna
explained. "Our economy and community as bodies of people are so
tightly intertwined that we can't have

one healthy without the other … we
can't have access to good health if we
have a closed economy."
Luna said keeping our economy
open is critical to the basic needs of
the community.
"We call on our community to
step up for the cause by not gathering, wearing your masks, washing
your hands, and staying six feet
apart," shared Luna. "We can only
move forward if we work together."
Optimistic about the future, Juan
Vargas, owner of Headquarters
Barbershop located inside the
Imperial Valley Mall, shared his reasons for holding out hope for a payoff post-COVID during an interview
Dec. 7.
"It's been hard, but in the end it
would be worth it," Vargas said. "I
feel like people will, with themselves
more at peace and at ease with the
virus being contained, they'll be more
willing to come out."
The only concern Vargas has is if
his business will be able to stay open
until that big payday comes.
"I'm just hoping that we'll be able
to stay open, because I feel like the
turn out could be great," Vargas said.

"Hopefully, it doesn't take too long."
Being inside the mall, Vargas
anticipated that not many customers
would want to stop by his shop for
fear of being exposed to too many
individuals that could possibly be
carrying the virus.
"This cannot affect my businesses 100 percent completely, because
I'll be able to hopefully go elsewhere
once this is over, but my main concern is will the mall be able to withstand an impact like this?" Vargas
considered.
Like other barbers, Vargas had
been operating under strict public
health restrictions for the past few
months prior to the new order, which
was not always favored by clients.
"The only thing that had affected
us was that people couldn't come and
wait inside and it made them not
want to even get a haircut at all," he
said. "It makes people unhappy and
we have to let them know that it's not
just us because sometimes they feel
like it's us not wanting to do it, but
there are certain guidelines we need
to follow."

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 20-622
The following persons are conducting business as:
Hannah House and Disciple Thailand
Ministries
722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 776
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Trinity Baptist Church of Imperial
Valley

722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C4619011
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
2014
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:
David
Crittendon,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Marta Alicia Carrico
CASE NUMBER: EPR000822
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Marta
Alicia Carrico, aka Marta A.
Carrico, aka Marta Carrico
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Adriana Carrico in the
Superior Court of California, County
of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Adriana Carrico be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless

an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 18, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November 6,
2020.
NOTICE: This statement expires on:
November 5, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck
Storey/County
ClerkRecorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8999
Publish: Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10,
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
12/1/2020 at 01:36:11 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
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