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CHRISTMAS

COVID-19

Guardian
Angels

Adolphe Edward, chief executive officer of El
Centro Regional Medical Center, gets ready
to take the first vaccine given during a press
conference at the hospital campus on Monday.

Holtville Fire
Dept. Program
Keeps on Giving

| CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

Gatherings
at Root
of Surge?

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

M

ore than 50 local children
who were invited to the
Holtville Fire Department
on Monday, Dec. 21, went home
with a pair of reindeer antlers and
some spending cash thanks to the
department’s annual Guardian
Angel program.
The fabric antlers and $100
Walmart gift card were among the
numerous holiday treats that the
youngsters received during the event,
which marked its seventh year and
was organized as a drive-through on
account of COVID-19.
All told, 52 less-fortunate students
from the Holtville Unified School
District were selected to take part in
the annual program, or about twice
as many as the previous year’s event.
The holiday tradition is a
collaborative effort among the Fire
Department, school district, and the
community members who serve
as sponsors.

Evidence Says So
BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

ABOVE - Holtville Firefighter
Alex Montez dresses up as Santa Claus for the department’s
annual Guardian Angel program
on Monday, Dec. 21.
LEFT - Holtville Reserve Firefighter Raylen Tapiceria hands
out $100 gift cards to local kids
selected to take part in the Fire
Department’s annual Guardian
Angels program on Monday,
Dec. 21. | COURTESY PHOTOS

See ANGELS, PAGE 4

LOCAL

Lawsuit to Force
Church Closure

See COVID, PAGE 8

LOCAL

Trees, Brush Burn Near Hot Springs
By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Methodist
Congregation
Accused of
Not Ministering
to Hispanics
By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — For the
past nine years, members
of the United Methodist
Church of Holtville and
volunteers have been distributing donated food
items to less-fortunate
residents here.
See CHURCH, PAGE 3

Holtville residents lined up in
front of the United Methodist
Church on Saturday, Dec. 19,
to receive donated food items
from church volunteers. |
JULIO MORALES PHOTO

IMPERIAL COUNTY — County officials held out hope that further
proof of small gatherings being partly
responsible for the weeks-long wave of
COVID illnesses now burying hospitals
across the state might reinforce public
health experts’ pleas to stay home and
stay away in the coming days.
With Christmas just days away and
the possibility of New Year’s holiday
celebrations looming, state and local
public health orders are already in place
mandating that people avoid gatherings
of groups from outside a household’s
immediate circle to limit the spread of
COVID-19.

The popular snowbird destination, the Holtville Hot Springs,
which is closed to visitors now due to COVID, is shown after an
eight-acre brush fire burned through the area Friday night, Dec.
18, and Saturday morning, Dec. 19. | PAUL NILSON PHOTO

HOLTVILLE — Burning brush and palm trees on
both sides of Interstate 8 near the Holtville Hot Springs
lit up the nighttime sky Friday, Dec. 8, as eight acres
of brush mostly on county land went up in flames, the
Imperial County Fire Department reported.
The cause of the third-alarm fire, which was reported about 8:20 p.m., remained undetermined as of
Monday morning, Dec. 21, and did not cause any injuries or damages to any structures, county fire Chief
Alfredo Estrada Jr. said.
The fire started on the ground and spread to nearby
palm trees, whose embers were carried by wind gusts
from the north of Interstate 8 to ignite brush south
of the interstate and east of the East Highline Canal,
Estrada said.
The hot springs are a popular draw for visitors and
are part of a long-term visitor area of the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management. The hot springs were closed to
the public at the time of the fire, Estrada said.
See FIRE, PAGE 5
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COVID Cancels 2021 Mid-Winter Holtville-area Grower Directs
$2.5K to Verde 4-H Club
Fair, Board Announces

FILE PHOTO
Staff report
IMPERIAL — The 45th
District Agriculture Association
Board (Fair Board) unanimously
voted to cancel the 2021
California Mid-Winter Fair on
Dec. 16 due to uncertainty of
future gathering restrictions
caused by COVID-19, it was
announced in a press release
Monday, Dec. 21.
Plans are continuing for a junior livestock grading show tentatively scheduled for Feb. 26-28,
according to the same Fair Board
announcement on Monday, Dec.
21.
“As a major event facility,
The IV Fairgrounds has been
weighing all of its options, as we
monitor the evolving coronavirus
(COVID-19) situation,” stated
fair Chief Executive Officer Alan
Phillips. “There is no higher priority than the safety of our fairgrounds family, patrons, vendors,
promoters, and sponsors. The
decision was made with heavy
hearts and great regret due to this
ongoing situation; we understand
that this decision has both financial and emotional impact on all
of our fair partners.”
The Fair Board had been discussing its options for the last
four months and was continuing
to hold out hope to hold a fair.
However, “after thoughtful consideration, we do not feel it
would be a responsible decision
to continue with the planning
when it could potentially be canceled at the last minute,” Phillips
stated in the release.
The 2020 California MidWinter Fair had been the final fair

held in California before
COVID-19 restrictions prohibited public gatherings in March.
“We were the last fair to happen in 2020, so we were very fortunate, and we were hoping we
might have a bit of luck to be the
first fair that happened in 2021,"
Phillips added.
The fair has been an annual
event for over 110 years.
Additionally, Phillips added that
staff is working on alternative
ideas for other fair-related activities in 2021. “Our Drive-Thru
Fair Food Festival was successful, so doing that again will most
likely be the foundation of what
we will be doing as an alternative”
Phillips
stated.
Additionally, the Junior Fair
Board is exploring ideas that they
can do to help our community.
Meanwhile, the fair is continuing plans to conduct a livestock
grading show for youths who
have animals. The show will be
vastly modified from the fair’s
traditional livestock events.
“We understand we are going
to have to have a greatly modified program in order to pull this
off, which will include a limitation on spectators. We will be live
streaming the shows in order to
allow family and friends to view
the show,” Phillips stated.
Animals are shown (under
health and safety parameters) and
are graded by a judge for their
marketability. The state considers
these animals as essential to the

Staff report
Local farmer Jack Vessey
recently directed a $2,500
America’s
Farmers
Grow
Communities donation, sponsored by Bayer Fund, to Verde 4H Club, according to a Dec. 15
press release.
Verde 4-H Club will use the
funds to support its club projects
and leadership events.
“We are so blessed to have
such great people like Mr. Jack
Vessey that support our local
youth and our community. We
appreciate all that he has done,”
stated Stacy Britschgi, Verde 4-H
community leader, in the release.
Since 2010, the America’s
Farmers programs have awarded
more than $57 million to nonprofits, aspiring agriculture students and public schools across
rural America. Farmers know the
needs of their communities best,

so the America’s Farmers programs rely on them to help identify the worthiest causes.
The Grow Communities program partners with farmers
across the country to provide
nonprofit organizations with
resources to strengthen their local
communities. Each August, farmers can enter for the chance to
direct
a
$2,500
Grow
Communities donation to a local
eligible nonprofit of their choice.
Farmers have directed donations
to food banks, emergency
response organizations, schools,
youth agriculture programs, and
many others that reflect the spirit
and support the vibrancy of rural
America.
“Farmers truly understand the
needs of their communities and
where the opportunities to
strengthen them exist. We partner
with them to identify the non-

JACK VESSEY
profit organizations that benefit
from Grow Communities donations,” stated Al Mitchell, Bayer
Fund president.
To
learn
more,
visit
America’s
Farmers
at
www.AmericasFarmers.com.

GILGAR

No Moratorium on This COVID Eviction

Week of December 21st

Continued on page 3

Breaking the Mental Health Stigma in Schools

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays
DEC. 24: Madilyn Irene Dotson, Jonathan Turner, Bettie Hurt, Ellen
Underwood, Rachael Rodahl†
DEC. 25: Julie Vasquez, Alberta Ming†, Michelle Susan Omlin-Perez
DEC. 26: Vi Turner†, Athan Espinoza†, Jake Hieber, Chrys Diez†,
Bartt Ries, Braun Littelman
DEC. 27: Ryan Rohfleisch, Ian King, Christina Saiza, Robert John
Velasco, Aurora Beltran, Jessica Young, Jessica Young Iten
DEC. 28: Ernie Manriquez, Amanda Leimgruber, Ernest Strahm†,
Cathi Larios
DEC. 29: Kathleen Iten Meek†, George Michael Garcia
DEC. 30: Bradley Alexander Perez, Jeanne Brittsan†, Reese Van Der
Linden, Stephanie Monahan, Shayne Austin Brady
DEC. 31: Matt Hester, Joe Heger, Judy Santistevan

Students should not be worried about seeking mental health help due to the
fear of stigma, everyday we as a community should work together towards
the reductions and abolition of stigma that surrounds mental health. This is
getting accomplished at schools with different programs that are either
independently run by the schools or in collaboration with Behavioral Health.
Please join us as Lupita Castro goes more in depth about this important
topic.

Guadalupe (Lupita) Castro, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
Interim Director of Student Health Services
Imperial Valley College

(442)-265-1525

Anniversaries
DEC. 27: Mr. & Mrs. Benjie Angulo
DEC. 29: Mr. & Mrs. Manny Farias, Mr. & Mrs. Jason Phillips
DEC. 30: Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Dhalliwal, Mr. & Mrs. Cole Iten
DEC. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. John VonFlue Jr.
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Semana del 21 de diciembre
Romper el Estigma de la Salud Mental en las Escuelas
Los estudiantes no deben preocuparse por buscar ayuda de salud mental
debido al miedo al estigma, todos los días, como comunidad, debemos
trabajar juntos para reducir y abolir el estigma que rodea a la salud mental.
Esto se está logrando en escuelas con diferentes programas que son
administrados independientemente por las escuelas o en colaboración con
Salud Mental. Únase a nosotros, mientras Lupita Castro profundiza más sobre
este importante tema.

Guadalupe (Lupita) Castro, LFMT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Director Interino de Servicios de Salud Estudiantil
Colegio del Valle Imperial

(442)-265-1525

(USPS 247-880).

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us,
Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.
Member of CNPA

760-356-2995
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Supervisors Vote to Censure Auditor-Controller for Failure to Do Job
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Imperial County leaders are
putting the elected auditor-controller on notice.
The Board of Supervisors
voted 4-0 to formally censure
Auditor-Controller Josue G.
Mercado on Tuesday, Dec. 22,
and the board could take action to
do more at a future meeting.
To censure is to "express
severe disapproval of someone or
something, especially in a formal
statement," according to the
Oxford Languages online dic-

tionary.
The auditor-controller position acts as chief accounting officer of the county board, according to the resolution to censure.
The position supervises the
accounting forms and methods of
keeping the accounts of all
offices, departments, and institutions under the control of the
Board of Supervisors and of all
districts whose funds are kept in
the county treasury, the resolution states.
Mercado, who could not be
reached for comment for this
story, was elected to the position

in 2018.
The County Executive Office
was approached by a whistleblower who claimed Mercado
had failed to respond to representatives of a bond-rating company
and failed to file the county's
adopted budget with the state,
County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. said Tuesday. Those
claims were investigated and
found to be true. The first claim
could lower the county's bond
rating from an "A" to a "BBB+",
while the second could result in a
fine of $1,000.
"In determining the validity

County and Local Cities Partner to Provide Financial Assistance to the Public
The County of Imperial is
partnering with the cities of
Brawley, Calipatria, Calexico, El
Centro, Holtville, Imperial and
Westmorland to provide assistance for households delinquent
on water, sewer, and trash bills.
Funding is provided by the
Imperial County Coronavirus
Relief Fund.
Chairman of the Board and
District 2 Supervisor, Luis A.
Plancarte stated, "Our communities have been hit hard financially by COVID-19. We appreciate

the assistance of the local cities
to help identify families impacted
and to ensure basic utilities continue in their homes."
Individuals in need of assistance are encouraged to contact
their home city for additional
information and availability of
funds.
* City of Brawley
(760) 344-8941
*City of Calexico
(760) 768-2110
*City of Calipatria

(760) 348-4141
*City of El Centro
(760) 337-4510
*City of Holtville
(760) 356-2913
* City of Imperial
(760) 355-4373
*City of Westmorland
(760) 344-5896
Requests for assistance will
be accepted until December 29,
2020 or until funding is no longer
available.

Obituary
Mona (Manuela) Castillo Claffy
06/17/1938-11/29/2020
It is with great sadness, that our family must say good-bye to our dearest Mona (Manuela) Castillo
Claffy. Mona died in Oklahoma City, OK on Nov 29 after suffering from a long illness.
Mona was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother as well as a loving sister and auntie. Despite
many years of living with the debilitating effects of Parkinson's, Mona never lost her contagious smile
and giving spirit. Mona's gregarious and loving nature was evident by her deep joy in visiting with family and friends.
Mona was born on June 17, 1938 in Holtville, CA, and graduated from Holtville High School.
Holtville was her home, the place where she was deeply rooted with family and some of her closest
friends. Mona's connection to her beloved Holtville and the many old friends and neighbors that she
had here was evident as she kept in touch through letter writing, phone calls, and occasional in person
visits, although in the later part of her life, she was unable to travel.
Mona was preceded in death by her husband, William Claffy, who passed away on May 20; her parents, Jose and Cornelia Castillo; brothers, Domingo (Doc), Greg, Frank, and Braulio Castillo; and sisters Maria Luisa Castillo and Rosie Downs; and ex-husband, Benny Angulo.
She is survived by her children, Robert Angulo, Timothy Angulo and Cindy Gonzales, and granddaughter, Natalie Gonzales; siblings, Max Castillo, Clem Couch, Mary Acosta, Rey Fregozo, and Patty
Downs; and numerous nieces and nephews.
Mona will be laid to rest with her husband, William, in Terrace Park Cemetery in Holtville. Services
are pending.

of the first complaint, County
Administration found that representatives from (Standard &
Poor's) had made numerous
attempts to contact Mr. Mercado
to request information to assist in
establishing a rating for the
County's COPs (certificates of
participation)," according to the
resolution.
"Specifically, S&P requested
County fiscal policies and procedures, as well as County budget
and audit information. Despite
the importance of these requests,

JOSUE G. MERCADO

Continued on page 7

Church..............from page one
On Saturday, Dec. 19, more
than 300 residents filed in and out
of the church's fellowship hall to
receive the food items, which
were provided to the church
through a partnership with the
Imperial Valley Food Bank.
The number of residents seeking assistance has steadily
climbed through the years, and
notably appears to have increased
on account of COVID-19, said
Becky Miller, longtime church
member and event coordinator.
"It keeps growing and growing," Miller said.
Yet, the future of the humanitarian effort is uncertain now that
the church is expected to close
because of a local Superior Court
judge's ruling in a civil lawsuit
that ordered the property to revert
to the possession of the local congregation's parent corporation,
which sued over the congregation's perceived inability to minister to Hispanic residents, among
other things.
Currently, confidential settlement negotiations remain ongoing between the local church and
its parent corporation, the South
District Union of the CaliforniaPacific Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church.
It is hoped some sort of agreement can be reached between parties that would allow the monthly
food distribution event to continue to be hosted at the church's
grounds by event organizers, even
if they are no longer formally
associated with the Methodist
Church, Miller said.
"If we were to lose the next
rounds (of settlement negotiations), we would have to find
another facility," she said.
The lawsuit, filed April 9 by
the parent corporation's South
District against the Holtville
church and three board members,
had sought a court order declaring
the South District as the church's
rightful property owner, among
other causes of action.
The South District had sought
such a court order after initially
failing to get local church officials to comply with the district's
recommended closure of the
Holtville church in January for
allegedly no longer serving "the
purpose for which it was organized or incorporated," the lawsuit
stated.
The South District's determination came after six years of
assessments, meetings, correspondence, and appointment
changes involving parties. Those
discussions centered largely
charges that the Holtville church
did not minister to Hispanic residents.
"While Holtville is currently
an 83 percent Hispanic community, the congregation does not
reflect this community, and has
resisted incorporating bilingual or
Hispanic language ministries as
well as criticized the bilingual
nature and efforts of the current
pastor," the South District
Superintendent Rev. John Farley
wrote to local church officials on
Jan. 10.

On Dec. 16, Imperial County
Superior Court Judge Jeffrey B.
Jones sided with the plaintiffs,
declaring that the property in
question belongs to the South
District pursuant to the corporate
contracts binding the local church
to the rules and regulations of its
parent corporation.
Jones' ruling was limited to
the cause of action that had
sought to dismiss any claim the
Holtville church contended it had
on the property's title and did not
rule on three other causes of
action, said Katie Turner, an attorney with El Centro-based
Sutherland & Gerber, who represented the respondents.
The court further indicated its
ruling was aligned with the broad
powers that courts have granted
churches in administering their
own affairs according to their
contractual obligations and articles of incorporation, Turner said.
The ruling also came as a setback for local church officials and
members, who are now considering forming a separate nonprofit
organization to be able to continue with their humanitarian efforts
within the community.
"At this point they're OK with
that," Turner said during a Friday,
Dec. 18, interview. "Keeping
some outreach at that location is
important to every member of the
current church."
Prior to Jones' ruling, respondents had argued that the church
had been ministering to the city's
Hispanic population, and that the
South District's punitive actions
failed to provide the local church
with any due process, Turner said.
The current settlement negotiations are expected to take a considerable amount of time to conclude, allowing local church
members some time to determine
their next step.
Local church members are
considering the possibility of purchasing the property once it
becomes available on the market.
The South District has indicated it
is likely to liquidate its assets,
which consists of the church
grounds at 217 W. Seventh St., an
adjacent house at 225 W. Seventh
St. and a parsonage, or home for
clergy members, at 663 Cedar
Ave.
"They really have been a big
part of Holtville for many years,"
Turner said. "It's been an important part of the community for
years and years."
The Holtville church was first
incorporated in 1908 as a nonprofit religious corporation
according to the rules of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. It
re-incorporated in 1940 under the
name of The First Methodist
Church of Holtville, and again in
1970 as the United Methodist
Church.
Its current congregation has
about 25 members, many of
whom have been attending the
church throughout their lives,
said Becky Miller.
"There's a lot of history," she
said.

Fair.....................from page two
food chain, which is why this
type of show will potentially be
allowed. No animals which
show will be allowed to go back
home nor be allowed to be sold
to anyone other than the designated processor.
Exhibitors will receive market price and the fair will conduct an online add-on process to
allow for the community to contribute to the exhibitor projects.
There will be no auction. The

fair is working on a plan for the
show that will be submitted to
the County and State for
approval.
“We thank the community
and all of our partners for your
continued support during these
challenging times,” Phillips stated, and, “We look forward to
seeing you all safe and healthy
for the 2022 California MidWinter Fair March 4-13, 2022.”
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Guardian..............................................from page one
"This Guardian Angel program is
the best thing ever for Holtville,"
said Patricia Burnworth of
Burnworth Landscape Inc., one
of the event's seven sponsors.
Burnworth is also the mother of
the late Jonathan Burnworth, a
former Fire Department captain
who died in 2018 in an accident

while employed as an Imperial
Irrigation District dive team
member.
Jonathan, or "Jonny B the EMT"
as he was also affectionately
known, had a deep concern for
children, said his mother, who
was on hand during Monday's
event at the fire station.

Holtville City Council member Murray Anderson hands out
donated items to local kids selected to take part in the Fire
Department's annual Guardian Angels program on Monday, Dec.
21. | COURTESY PHOTO

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva
recently rebranded the holiday
initiative as the Jonny B
Guardian Angels program in his
honor.
"This was a very special time for
him because he had a love for
kids," Patricia Burnworth said.
A GoFundMe account set up in
Jonathan Burnworth's honor was
able to collect about $5,000
toward the Guardian Angels program. Patricia Burnworth said
she has committed to funding the
Fire Department's activities on
behalf of local youths and its
Explorers for the following four
years.
The 52 youngsters that took part
in the program consisted of 30
students from Finley Elementary,
10 students from Pine School,
and the rest from Holtville
Middle School, Finley Principal
Lupita Perez said.
"The annual event started small
and got more donors and support," Perez said on Dec. 21.
This year's sponsors included

A table full of fabric reindeer antlers await children who showed
up to the Holtville Fire Department's annual Guardian Angels
program on Monday, Dec. 21. | COURTESY PHOTO
Michael Shawn Carroll, Charles
and Barbara Hartshorn, Verde 4H, American Legion auxiliary
Bradley-Keffer Unit 138, Cooper
West Insurance Agency, and
Britschgi Farms.
In the past, the Fire Department
would provide participating children with a $100 gift card as well
as another $100 worth of clothing. Because of the ongoing pandemic, Chief Silva said the decision was made to open the pro-

gram up to twice as many children by providing just one $100
gift card per child.
The idea for the Guardian Angels
program was prompted by
Holtville firefighters' visits to
school campuses, where they
would at times encounter students who were less fortunate
than others.
"It melts your heart," Silva said.

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your community
newspaper today!!
Call
760-339-4899.

Don’t Forget To Call Us
For Your Publication Needs!
760-339-4899
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Hot Springs.....................................................from page one
Most of the brush fire was confined to county land, though a
small portion of BLM land was
impacted as well, Estrada said.
Mutual assistance was provided
by the Holtville, Brawley, El
Centro and Calipatria fire
departments.
"It's a pretty popular spot for
tourists,"
Estrada
said.
"Unfortunately, the palm trees
that gave the spot an aesthetic
view were all burned."
Firefighters were able to extinguish the bulk of the brush fire
shortly after arriving on scene,
although the terrain and the
darkness prevented some equipment from being deployed
against some hot spots until the
following day, Estrada said.

The popular snowbird destination, the Holtville Hot Springs,
which is closed to visitors now due to COVID, is shown after an
eight-acre brush fire burned through the area Friday night, Dec.
18, and Saturday morning, Dec. 19. | PAUL NILSON PHOTO

The aftermath of an eight-acre brush fire burned through the
area near the Holtville Hot Springs on Friday night, Dec. 18, and
Saturday morning, Dec. 19, is shown. | PAUL NILSON PHOTO

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune
760-339-4899

Sure Helpline Distributes

Goodies The Less Fortunate

(ABOVE) Santa Claus and one of his elves hand out goodie
bags and gifts during a Christmas distribution for the less fortunate at the Sure Helpline Crisis Center in El Centro. The
drive-through event took place in the alley behind the center at
654 Main St.
(BELOW) Volunteers wrap and sort through packages of gifts
for children during a Christmas holiday distribution for the less
fortunate at the Sure Helpline Crisis Center in El Centro. The
drive-through event took place in the alley behind the center at
654 Main St. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTOS
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County Board Adopts New Composting Rule, Enters Fight for COVID
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
A new composting rule is in
place, but talks are still ongoing
about what the future for the rule
has in store.
The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors, acting as the
Imperial County Air Pollutions
Control Board, voted 4-0 in favor
of the new rule, which covers
composting operations in the
Valley.
The decision was made during the board's weekly meeting on
Tuesday, Dec. 22.
The impetus for the new rule
was a commitment that was made
in the air pollution district's 2018

annual particulate matter 2.5 state
implementation plan, said Air
Pollution Control Officer Matt
Dessert. The air district promised
to get the new rule written and
approved before the end of 2020.
Before this rule, there was no
air district regulation of composting facilities, he said.
The rule will be similar to that
of San Joaquin County, Assistant
Air Pollution Control Officer
Reyes Romero said.
Rule 430 covers new and
existing composting facilities,
and the pollutants, "volatile
organic compounds" and ammonia, are regulated by choosing
from a menu of management
practices or control equipment in

the rule.
The rule was not without its
critics as members of the social
justice community came together
to offer suggestions and protest
the rule before the board.
The board approved the new
rule, but not without stating that
the rule is part of a living document and can be amended if needed. Board chair Luis Plancarte
even said he looks forward to the
work that has gone into the rule
and seeing the changes that will
come in the following months to
make it even better.
Supes Join Fight for
Communication
Imperial County leaders are

Violation Hearing Against IID Over
Red Hill Bay Project is Continued
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
Was the Imperial Irrigation
District an irresponsible landowner, or was the Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District too
quick to push forward with
notices of violation over air-quality concerns?
These were the questions
posed by parties in an Imperial
County Air Pollution Control
District Hearing Board meeting
on Friday, Dec. 18. At least, the
first half of the hearing.
After almost seven hours of
testimony by district staff, the
hearing board called for a continuance of the hearing to a later
date.
The hearing board met to discuss a petition from the Air
Pollution Control Officer Matt
Dessert for an order for abatement
for the Imperial Irrigation District
for violations of air district rules
and regulations. An order for
abatement is an enforcement
action that requires an owner or
operator who is out of compliance
to take specific action to get back
into compliance with air district
rules.
Discussion centered around
exposed Salton Sea playa, or
seabed, at the Red Hill Bay
Project.
"The Salton Sea is shrinking.
All of us can see it," said Alene
Taber, attorney for the air district.
"It's exposing playa, and that
playa is different than the rest of
the desert. It's emissive. Fine particulates known as PM10s."
Those particulates, she added,
can cause worsening asthma, cancer, and lung disease, among
other things. And the area already
faces the state's highest childhood
asthma hospitalization rates.
As such, developers and
landowners are required to take
measures to ensure standards are
met, and if soil is disturbed, as it
is at the Red Hill Bay Project site,
best-available control measures
must be put in place to minimize
dust in the air, Taber said.
What IID has proposed to do
at the site is not best-available
control measures, but rather, surface roughening to keep down
dust, she said. The federal
Environmental Protection Agency
has not approved that as a best-

Birds gather at Red Hill Bay along the Salton Sea's southern end
in this state Department of Water Resources photo from
November 2015. | COURTESY PHOTO
available control measure for
stopping dust.
Since the groundbreaking of
the site in November 2015, interest and action at the site has fallen
off, and it is the responsibility of
the landowner to make sure the
site falls under rules of the air district, she said.
"There have been lots of
plans, lots of ideas, but no real
(best-available control measures)
installed. That all brings us to
thispoint in time. The point in
time that has been foreseen since
the (Quantification Settlement
Agreement) was approved."
Changes cannot be made
overnight, but something must be
done, she said. The order for
abatement presented is no different than the type presented for
another drying lakebed, Owens
Lake.
Representatives for IID,
though, felt the proposal the air
district has presented goes too far.
"The reason we're all here
today is the two parties, IID and
the Air Pollution Control District,
fundamentally disagree about
what needs to happen next in the
Red Hill Bay Project Area," said
IID
representative
Clif
McFarland.
"IID believes that to protect
public health, (best-available control measures) needs to be
installed as quickly as possible in
the Red Hill Bay Project Area.
Contrary to that, it appears to us
that the Air Pollution Control
District is frustrated about the
failure of the Fish and Wildlife
Service to build the Red Hill Bay
Project and is now using the
(notice of violation) process, we

would say misusing the (notice of
violation) process, to try and force
the Imperial Irrigation District to
build Fish and Wildlife Service's
Red Hill Bay Project," McFarland
said.
He added that the air pollution
control officer tried to solve the
problem of Fish and Wildlife
Service's failure to build its project by issuing the notice of violation.
"Unfortunately, this appears
to have backfired to a certain
extent in that Fish and Wildlife
Service has completely disengaged from the process," he said.
"They stopped participating in the
negotiations and the meetings and
have to some extent taken their
ball and gone home, which leaves
us in this position where the Air
Pollution Control officer is alleging that the landowner, IID, is in
violation of District rules by the
dust emissions that really are the
result of tenant Fish and Wildlife
failing to build the habitat project
at Red Hill Bay.
"The Air Pollution Control
officer apparently wants to force
IID to build the full Red Hill Bay
Project that the federal government was supposed to build,"
McFarland continued. "There are
at least two problems with proceeding in this fashion. The first is
the project costs are in the $5 to
$10 million range, which is too
much for an irrigation district to
bite off. And second, the Imperial
Irrigation District is not a wildlife
agency. It is an irrigation district,
and the requirement that IID
essentially build and manage a
wildlife refuge is not a tenable or
viable solution."

joining a region-wide fight to get
more communication with the
governor's office.
The county board voted 4-0 to
sign its name onto a letter from 11
Southern California counties that
is being sent to Gov. Gavin
Newsom's office.
The letter touches on four
specific
issues,
Intergovernmental
Relations
Director Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter
said. There is discussion of financial assistance for struggling businesses and hospitals, better coordination of health orders between
the county and state, and issues
with counties submitting information about intensive-care unit hospitalizations.

In general, it's about having
more communication with the
governor's office, she said.
CEO Contract Extended
The board approved extending the employment contract of
County Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. The existing contract
was set to expire Dec. 31. It was
extended for one year.
The former Imperial County
fire chief's contract is essentially
the same as the current salary,
County Counsel Adam Crook
said. The severance provision has
been changed to include a longer
severance if Rouhotas is fired
without cause.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Christine Dollente Tucker
CASE NUMBER: EPR000817
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both,
of: Christine Dollente Tucker
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Christy Blum in the
Superior Court of California,
County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Christy Blum be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedents will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the
court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: January 15, 2021
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the

petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California
law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Philip Mauriello, Jr.
Arete Law A.P.C.
864 Grand Avenue #1050
San Diego, CA 92109
(619) 693-6474
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
12/22/2020 at 11:04:34 AM
By: Astridd
Weirner, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6440
Publish: Dec. 24, 31, 2020 Jan. 7,
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leonard Eugene Jones, aka L.E.
Jones, aka Gene Jones
CASE NUMBER: EPR000832
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Leonard Eugene Jones, aka L.E.
Jones, aka Gene Jones
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lynette Kay Mari and Aaron
Mari in the Superior Court of
California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lynette Kay Mari and Aaron Mari
be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the decedents
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: January 8, 2021
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
12/22/2020 at 03:48:15 PM
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6439
Publish: Dec. 24, 31, 2020 Jan. 7,
2021
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Irene Lopez aka Irene Palomares
Nieblas
CASE NUMBER: EPR01970
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Irene
Lopez aka Irene Palomares
Nieblas
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by:
Imperial County Public
Administrator in the Superior Court
of California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator be appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: January 8, 2021
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator
778 West State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Filed: December 8, 2020
Legal 6430
Publish: Dec. 17, 24, 31, 2020,

it does not appear that Mr.
Mercado responded to representatives of S&P Global with the
requested
information.
Additionally, it does not appear
that Mr. Mercado made any
attempt to notify other County
departments that could assist
with responding to S&P's
request for information," the
resolution continues.
"In their notice to the
County concerning the pending
lowering of the rating of the
County's COPs, S&P identified
that one of the primary factors
leading to the rating change was
the lack of fiscal information
provided by the County."
The County Executive
Office has since worked with
auditor-controller department
staff to get the necessary information to the bond-rating company and to file the county's
budget with the state controller's office.
"Upon verifying that the
County's 2020-21 budget had
not been submitted by the
December 1st deadline, County
Administration took immediate
action to work with the staff of
the Auditor-Controller's Office
to request an extension from the
State to submit the County's
budget," according to the resolution. "The State agreed to
extend the deadline for filing

the County's budget to
December 15, 2020, and staff at
the Auditor-Controller's Office
was able to submit the County's
2020-21 adopted budget by this
deadline. Notable, Mr. Mercado
did not provide assistance or
respond to requests from
County Administration to discuss this matter."
To "protect the interest and
integrity of the county,"
Rouhotas asked the board to
approve a resolution censuring
Mercado. He also asked for
board direction on how they
would like to move forward
with this matter.
There was no public comment on the issue, but supervisors did ask if the County
Executive Office has heard
from Mercado, to which
Rouhotas said he has not heard
comment back from Mercado.
Rouhotas added that he has
asked Mercado to meet with
him multiple times, to which
Mercado declined or gave no
answer.
A public censure doesn't
take any action to remove
Mercado from office, nor is it a
form of discipline, County
Counsel Adam Crook said. The
board can decide at a future
meeting if they want to get the
grand jury involved or see if
there are other actions that need

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Maria Zamora
CASE NUMBER: E-PR000823
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Maria Zamora
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Antonio Sandoval Jr.
in the Superior Court of
California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Antonio Sandoval Jr. be
appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-

istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: January 29, 2021
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)

to be taken.
Supervisor
Raymond
Castillo asked that the board not
give direction to move forward
in that way yet.
"Maybe Mr. Mercado will
see this in the media, the fact
that he is being censured by the
board," he said. "Maybe it will
inspire him to contact the board
and at least work things out.
"We have to resolve this.
There has to be some type of
resolution whether it's the DA's
office, or the county grand
jury," Castillo added. "Maybe
wait until the next meeting in
January and give Mr. Mercado
time to resolve whatever dilemma he has. If by our next meeting he hasn't contacted us, well
then it's time to move on to the
next step."
Supervisor Michael Kelley
replied, "Ray, this has been
going on for several months."
Castillo responded, "Well,
now it's going to be public. ... If
he doesn't contact us by our next
meeting, then something's really
wrong."
Castillo asked that county
officials bring back a plan of
action at the board's Jan. 5
meeting.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
George B. Covarruvia
CASE NUMBER: EPR000482
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
George B. Covarruvia
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by:
Imperial County Public
Administrator in the Superior Court
of California, County of: IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator be appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 18, 2020
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept. 9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

Controller.....................from page one

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Imperial
County
Public
Administrator
778 West State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
11/24/2020 at 02:22:45 PM
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6419
Publish: Dec. 3, 10, 17, 2020

60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable
in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Petitioner:
Antonio Sandoval Jr.
68 W. 2nd St.
Heber, CA 92249
(760) 337-1244
Filed:
Legal 6433
Publish: Dec. 17, 24, 31, 2020,
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COVID.......................................................from page one
Yet, the data shows people are
largely ignoring the message.
Among a growing body of
evidence against group gatherings right now was information
that the highest number of
COVID-positive tests recorded in
Imperial County throughout the
nine-month pandemic came on
Dec. 10, with 440 confirmed positives, exactly 14 days after
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26, according to county Public Health
Department experts in their
weekly report to the county
Board of Supervisors.
While not definitive and the
sole reason for the spike or the
surge in cases, it does factor
greatly into what is happening, as
health experts map out 14-day
periods from "exposure events,"
county Public Health Officer, Dr.
Stephen Munday said Tuesday,
Dec. 22.
Meanwhile, physicians and
front-line hospital staff rolled up
their sleeves for the first round of
immunizations
against
the
SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes
COVID-19 on Monday, Dec. 21,
and it was a tale of contrasts in
how the day was marked between
the Brawley and El Centro facilities.
At
Pioneers
Memorial
Hospital, a few photos and a
press release sufficed. But with
El Centro Regional Medical
Center, it was a no-holds-barred
press junket live on social media,
with the hospital's chief administrator operating almost as a talkshow host, interviewing staff
both before and after their turn
under the needle.
Either way, the intent and
message were the same: this was
a momentous day in a county that
has been relentlessly dogged and
beaten down by COVID-19 from
the very start of the pandemic.
"It's an absolute incredible
day today. I'm so grateful that we
have the vaccine, that we're able
to vaccinate our front-line workers in the hospital, our physicians, and pretty soon our community," past El Centro Regional
Chief of Staff, Dr. Seung Gwon,
said via a Facebook Live press
conference on Dec. 21.
"It will be the first step in
being able to finally turn the tide
of the pandemic we've been suffering through for the last (nine)
months. It's a wonderful day," she
said.
Data Shows Gatherings PreDate Surge
Imperial County Supervisor
Ryan Kelley, whose day job is in
administration
at
Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District,
has seen firsthand what the latest
surge of COVID hospitalizations
has done to his workplace and he
hopes that some of the information on holiday gatherings and
positive case rates presented to
himself and his fellow supervisors can quickly be disseminated
to the public.
"There is a direct correlation
between these holidays and
COVID," Kelley said, adding he

wanted to make sure this information was shared with the public to let it know it has "an impact
on what we do in the next 14
days."
County
Public
Health
Director Jeanette Angulo, earlier
in the presentation Dec. 22,
explained that the information
came from a new data set added
to the county's COVID-19
Surveillance Dashboard on
Public Health's website. The tab
is titled "positive cases by result
date," she added.
Munday explained the current surge and crush on the
healthcare system is made up of a
lot of factors, including
nonCOVID-related respiratory
illnesses that always come during
the late fall and winter months.
Still, gatherings associated
with holidays do part their part in
"a whole confluence of events
occurring that are going to worsen our numbers," he said.
Munday further noted that
prolonged holiday periods where
families and friends tend to celebrate together in close quarters
"stretch out exposure periods"
and "curves run into each other"
showing peaks in the number of
COVID cases.
The county Public Health
Department's weekly report to
the county board came amid the
latest update Tuesday morning
that the county has now reached
the 400-mark for the number of
deaths related to COVID. There
were also 1,856 active positive
cases, for a total of 20,895 cases
since the pandemic began. The
positivity rate for the county was
34.33 percent and there were
140.51 hospitalizations per
100,000 residents (unadjusted),
as of Dec. 22.
The 11-county Southern
California Region continued to
show zero percent intensive-care
unit capacity for what appeared
to be the seventh consecutive day
as of Wednesday morning, Dec.
23.
More COVID Vaccination
News
As the county prepared to
receive its shipment of 1,200
doses of the Moderna vaccine by
Wednesday, Angulo said during
the board meeting that Imperial
County would not be part of a
second shipment of PfizerBioNTech vaccine sent out this
week.
With local vaccinations starting Friday, Dec. 18, with county
Public Health workers, and continuing Monday with hospital
staff in El Centro and Brawley,
Munday said he's "not hearing a
lot of problems here with the vaccine."
On Monday afternoon, following Pioneers first staff members being inoculated, Chief
Executive Officer Larry Lewis
sent out a statement to the media
commenting on the work necessary to quickly mobilize the
effort to vaccinate staff.
"The process and procedures
needed to administer this vaccine

are not easy," Lewis stated.
"There was a lot of behind-thescenes work that needed to come
together very quickly for us to be
able to do this today. We are
extremely grateful for the effort
and dedication put forth by multiple departments and staff over the
last few days. They did this while
still facing the challenges of the
virus in growing in-patient population."
Front-line healthcare workers
from the Imperial County Public
Health Department were the first
to be vaccinated on Friday, and
emergency medical technicians
and paramedics in the county
were to start being immunized on
Tuesday.
Monday's
immunizations
took place as both hospitals were
feeling the effects of COVID in
increasingly worsening ways,
each setting new daily records for
COVID and patient counts.
El Centro Regional had 131
COVID-positive patients in its
hospital on Dec. 21 of a total of
175 admitted. At Pioneers, there
were 63 COVID patients of a
total of 86 patients.
On Wednesday, ECRMC had
130 COVID patients and 179
admissions, and Pioneers had 67
COVID patients of 96 total
admissions.
Further, intensive-care capacity for the Southern California
Region was at zero percent
capacity for the seventh consecutive day as of Dec. 23.
Although it wasn't available
how many Pioneers staffers were
inoculated Monday, Lewis stated
only a small allotment of the vaccine was delivered to the Brawley
hospital that morning.
It was the same for El Centro,
which started the press conference from the laboratory of the
hospital's pharmacy. ECRMC
Clinical Pharmacist Danny
Tirado welcomed viewers by
announcing that the Public
Health Department had delivered
40 vials, or roughly 200 of the
hospital's 475-alloted doses, of
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine that
morning.
"Due to the stability issues,
that's what we reserved for the
day," Tirado added.
The Pfizer vaccine can be
volatile. Not only does it have to
be transported and stored at negative-94 degrees Fahrenheit, once
it leaves the county Public Health
Department's freezers, it has a
shelf life of only several days,
according to Pfizer information.
It also was not available just
how many people were vaccinated at El Centro Regional on
Monday, but Chief Executive
Officer Adolphe Edward has said
that the plans were to immunize
between 40 and 50 front-line staff
per day.
While others beyond physicians were likely given their first
dose of the two-dose vaccine

A slide from the Imperial County Public Health Department's
COVID-19 Surveillance Dashboard titled "Positive Cases by
Result Date" shows that on Dec. 10 there were 440 positive
COVID cases recorded, the highest number at any point during
the nine-month pandemic. That is 14 days after Thanksgiving,
Nov. 26, the exposure period that experts believe shows that holiday gatherings are factoring into the current surge in cases. |
SCREEN CAPTURE
Monday, both hospitals rolled out
their doctors for the purposes of
public consumption.
Pioneers sent photos of Dr.
Michael Krutzik, an intensivist
and the county's only critical care
pulmonologist, and Dr. Matthew
Nolan, an emergency medicine
specialist, getting their vaccinations.
ECRMC invited - and
Edward interviewed - several
physicians across multiple disciplines.
One of the most heartwrenching and candid interviews
came from emergency room
physician, Dr. Alexis Lenz.
"It's been really difficult, honestly. We've been overwhelmed,
overrun. We don't have the space
for anybody. We've been holding
patients for days because we can't
get them transferred, can't get
beds for them," said Lenz, who
did not mince words, speaking at
a fast clip, as if she was not
amused by the fanfare going on
around her.
"It's worse than it was even
the first time around. (We're)
hoping this will start changing
things and turn things around for
the community and the doctors in
the ER to get the help we need,"
she said.
As he sat in a chair, waiting
for his vaccine to be administered, radiologist Dr. John Dalle
was asked by Edward what this
day meant to him.
"It means a lot to all of us
here. It's the beginning of the end
of this tragedy, a chance to get a
cure to this horrible disease that's
really changed our lives in so
many ways," Dalle said.
Near the start of the press
conference, Dr. Jorge Robles,
who heads up the El Centro hospital's satellite clinics, said that
while the measures that have
been in place to limit the spread
of COVID should not be abandoned, the advent of the vaccine
marks an important period in
what has been nearly a year into
the pandemic.
"This vaccine really opens up
the first opportunity we've had to
prevent the illness to the point of
progressing to hospitalization,"

Robles said. "As you know, our
health system in general here
locally, state, and federal are
overwhelmed with the number of
admissions we need to attend to."
Officials from both hospitals
maintained that while the vaccine
is an important step, vigilance
with the protocols that have been
in place since early on are needed, including social distancing,
wearing masks, washing hands,
and staying at home and avoiding
gatherings.
Edward added that nonessential travel should also be stopped.
He said that people are not following that suggestion, as airports in Los Angeles, San Diego,
and Mexicali were all full
Monday due to holiday travel, he
said.
Amid near-nonexistent ICU
capacity for the region, officials
from the hospitals discussed
patient capacity and staffing.
For Pioneers, Lewis focused
on the need for more medical
staff, while Dr. Gwon talked
about making room for more
patients.
With 86 total patients Dec.
21, Lewis said staffing is a concern. "Our administration continuously explores every local and
state resource to see where we
can pull more staff from. … We
did receive DMAT support staff
as well as a few (certified nurses'
assistants) from FEMA last week,
which will help tremendously,"
he said.
Gwon said that more operating room space had been converted over on Monday to be used as
COVID patient rooms to handle
the overflow of an increasing
number coming through the hospital.
"It's an example of how tight
things have become, how hard
everyone is working, and the hospital is literally bursting at the
seams, so it's so important to
maintain safe practices," she said.
"I know everyone's tired. COVID
fatigue is real, but it's not done
with us yet.
"But the vaccine will be a
great first step to help mitigate
the disease," Gwon added.

