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HOLTVILLE — Well-kept cows and 
pesky bugs will be the focus of additional 
scholarly inquiry at the University of Cal-
ifornia Agriculture and Natural Resources 
site in Holtville in the coming years.

The UCANR site has long been on the 
cutting edge of agricultural and animal 
science and is looking to bolster those ef-
forts with the recent hiring of two experi-
enced academics.

The site is home to the UC Cooper-

ative Extension 
(UCCE) and the 
Desert Research 
Extension Center 
(DREC), which 
acquired a new in-
tegrated pest man-
agement adviser 
and a feedlot man-
agement specialist, 
respectively.

Spread across 
more than 220 acres, the land-grant in-
stitution includes tree-lined drives, sev-

eral office buildings, 
acreage dedicated to 
agricultural fields, 
and a feedlot that 
can accommodate 
more than 600 head 
of cattle. 

Entomologist 
Apurba Barman: 
Have Bugs Will 

Travel
Starting next 

month, Apurba Barman will be working 
onsite at UCCE as an integrated pest man-

agement adviser. 
Barman was hired Jan. 11, and for the 

time being has been working remote-
ly from Georgia, where he recently led 
a whitefly monitoring and management 
program at the University of Georgia that 
targeted crop systems in the state’s south-
ern region.

The Valley’s prevalence and abundance 
of vegetable and cash crops will present 
additional opportunities for Barman to 
conduct research on the wide variety of 
pests that make their home here.

New Hires at UC Ag Science Site to Boost Research

By ELIZABETH VARIN
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Imperi-
al Irrigation District power customers 
past due on their bills have until Feb. 
17 to contact the district or they will 
automatically be enrolled in a payment 
plan to avoid potential disconnection of 
utilities.

The Imperial Irrigation District 
Board of Directors voted 4-0 to rescind 
a moratorium on disconnection of util-
ity customers effective Feb. 17. Division 
5 Director Norma Sierra Galindo was 
absent from the Tuesday, Jan. 19, meet-
ing in which the decision was approved.

“We’re still trying to help our cus-
tomers to pay this off,” said district 
Finance Director Belen Valenzuela. 
“We’re recommending putting them on 
an automated plan. ... We are still going 
to be flexible, but we do want to give 
them a call so we can help them help 
themselves.”

Past-Due IID 
Bills to Switch 
to Payment 
Plans Feb. 17

By RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — All 900 doses of COVID 
vaccine that had been earmarked for Imperial 
Valley’s seniors and were to be administered as 
part of two mass vaccination clinics were part of 
the lot of Moderna vaccine recalled by the state.

Fortunately, said Imperial County Public 
Health Director Janette Angulo, the recalled lot 
was caught late Sunday, Jan. 17, and new doses 
of vaccine the county had available were deliv-
ered to the Imperial Valley Mall in El Centro 

County: Bad Batch of Vaccines Pulled Before Being Used

COVID-19

LOCAL

See IID ACCOUNTS, PAGE 4

See BAD BATCH, PAGE 7

See NEW HIRES, PAGE 8

Just after noon on Sunday, Jan. 17, at least 100 people had already begun to arrive to stand in line for just 600 
available COVID vaccine doses at El Centro Regional Medical Center’s mass vaccination clinic for senior citizens 
65 and older at the Imperial Valley Mall starting at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 18. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Manuel Mendoza, 70 years old, displays his 
vaccination card from El Centro Regional 

Medical Center’s mass COVID vaccination 
event at the Imperial Valley Mall on Monday 

morning, Jan. 18. On close inspection, one 
can see that his card has a sticker from the 
recalled lot of Moderna vaccine pulled due 
to allergic reactions during a drive-through 

clinic at Petco Park in San Diego last 
week. However, there is also a handwritten 
correction on the sticker, indicating a new 

lot number. ECRMC and county officials 
say no one in Imperial County received any 

of the recalled Moderna vaccine; it was 
replaced before the clinics started.  

 CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BARMAN CARVALHO

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Carrot Festi-
val Royalty Court will maintain their 
crowns for the duration of 2021, after 
attempts to drum up additional interest 
in this year’s royalty competition failed 
to draw enough participants.

The extended tenure comes as some-
thing of a consolation for the trio, 
which includes Queen Alexis Piper, 
Princess Lexee Roeseler, and Junior 
Princess Brytni Valenzuela.

Carrot Fest Royalty 
Court to Retain 
Crowns For 2021

See CARROT FEST, PAGE 3

By RICHARD  
MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — After 
hundreds of senior citizens 
braved plummeting tem-
peratures, and what could 
be no better described than 
organized chaos outside the 
Imperial Valley Mall in the 
run-up to Monday morning’s 
first mass COVID vaccina-
tion event in El Centro, harsh 
words from both county and 
city officials were expected in 
the ensuing debrief.

Yet, surprisingly, despite 
threatening pronouncements 
from one El City Council 
member on Sunday night, 
Jan. 17, as he watched what he 
believed to be more than 600 
people, many of them people 
over the age of 65, make the 

Vaccine Clinic Chaos
Disorder 
mars 
senior 
rollout

See VACCINE, PAGE 8

The line of people waiting at the Imperial 
Valley Mall to get one of 600 doses of 
COVID vaccine at El Centro Regional 
Medical Center’s mass vaccination clinic 
for those 65 and older grew to just about 
600 by 9:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17, esti-
mated El Centro Mayor Pro Tem Tomas 
Oliva. He council member was upset over 
the hospital’s execution of the clinic. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF TOMAS OLIVA
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Week of January 18th

The Mental Health Support of Pet Ownership
(Originally aired on September 2019)

The mental health benefits of owning a dog or cat have been proven
by many scientific studies. Animals help bring joy, a sense of com-

panionship and responsibility. Join us as Devon Apodaca, the
Executive Director of the Imperial County Humane Society as we

celebrate the mental health support of pet ownership.

Devon Apodaca
Executive Director  

Humane Society of Imperial County

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 18 de enero

El Apoyo a la Salud Mental de Tener Una Mascota
(Originalmente transmitido en septiembre 2019)

Muchos estudios científicos han demostrado los beneficios para la
salud mental de tener un perro o un gato. Los animales ayudan a traer

alegría, un sentido de compañía y responsabilidad. Únase a Dalia
Rodriguez, presidente de la Junta de la Sociedad Protectora de

Animales del Condado de Imperial mientras celebramos el apoyo a la
salud mental de la tenencia de mascotas. 

Dalia Rodriguez
Presidente de la Junta de la Sociedad Protectora de Animales del 

Condado de Imperial

GILGARGILGAR

The Real COVID Crisis Continues

Kevin Kelley, Former
IID GM, Journalist and
Musician, Dies at 61 BY JULIO MORALES

Of the few things that 15-year-
old Holtville High sophomore
Alexis Piper said she finds pleas-
ant about distance learning are the
shortened school days and the
ability to sleep in.

Yet, those relative perks are
outweighed by what Alexis con-
siders some of the more inconven-
ient aspects of the virtual teaching
model that she and her classmates
now contend with.

"I miss my friends the most.
Socializing with people," Alexis
said in an email Tuesday, Jan. 19.
"I miss softball and cheerleading.
Although I do not have an animal
this year, I miss all the activities
involved with FFA."

Countywide, public schools
remain largely closed for tradi-
tional in-person instruction
because of the COVID-related
restrictions stemming from the
county's high rate of positive
cases and intensive-care unit hos-
pitalizations. 

And even though the
California Department of Public
Health recently revised its guide-

lines to make it slightly easier to
resume in-person instruction,
local conditions have effectively
barred any local districts from
taking advantage of the state's lat-
est revision and proposed incen-
tives.

For her part, Alexis said she is
looking forward to the pandemic's
end and is of the opinion that
schools should reopen if done
safely by following all the
COVID-19 guidelines.

"We should be able to prove
that we are responsible enough to
take care of ourselves and others,"
Alexis said.

The Holtville Unified School
District had argued just as much
last year, when in November it
had unsuccessfully petitioned the
California Department of
Education for a waiver to resume
onsite instruction for transitional
kindergarten through fifth-grade
students. 

The state had made TK-sixth-
grade waivers potentially avail-
able for school districts located in
areas where schools and non-
essential businesses remained
closed due to COVID-19 and
which had met certain criteria to

safely reopen.
At the time, Holtville Unified

Superintendent Celso Ruiz stated
that the district would continue to
monitor local conditions and
renew its application once an
opportunity presented itself,
which does not appear to have
happened. 

The Calexico Unified School
District indicated on Tuesday, Jan.
19, that ongoing COVID-related 

Continued on page 7

While School Districts Forced to Remain Closed,
Some Students Lament Prolonged Closures 

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

A brilliant writer and journal-
ist, musician, and all-around
scholar in the history of the
Imperial Valley's often compli-
cated relationship with water,
former Imperial Irrigation
District General Manager Kevin
Kelley died in his home on
Tuesday morning, Jan. 19. He
was 61 years old.

His passing was confirmed by
Imperial Irrigation District
Director Norma Sierra Galindo,
who had spoken to one of
Kelley's daughters that morning,
and later by his younger brother,
Imperial County District 4
Supervisor Ryan Kelley.

Kevin Kelley is survived by
immediate family members, his
wife, Mary Beth Kelley; daugh-
ters, Kathleen Spanos and
Maureen Kelley, and son, Kevin
Kelley. He had one grandchild.   

"We are overcome with grief
and the loss. We are sharing our
memories and lifting each other
up," Ryan Kelley wrote in a text
message. "My big brother is with
us all in spirit."

"My heart is sinking with
grief. … He was one of the most
objective people I knew.
Everything he saw he saw it in
black and white, which always
gave me a different perspective.
He had a very analytical
approach to things," said Sierra
Galindo, who had grown close to
Kelley during her time on the IID
board and while Kelley served as
a consultant to the district follow-
ing his retirement in January
2019.

Sierra Galindo had spoken to
Kelley around 7 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 18, one of their near-daily
conversations, she added.

"It was a sudden death, unex-
pected death," she said. "Kevin
never went to the doctor. … We
(Galindo and his daughter) were
laughing that the last time he
went to a doctor, a physical was
mandated by the IID."

Sierra Galindo was audibly
broken up about Kelley's passing
during a phone interview with the
Calexico Chronicle, saying he
was among her closest and dear-
est friends, and a confidant.

She said, to her knowledge,
Kelley was the longest-tenured
general manager in the modern
history of the Imperial Irrigation
District, and his legacy is a rich
one.

"There were many accom-
plishments," Sierra Galindo said,
one of the most important being
Kelley's lead role in demanding
that the state Water Resources
Control Board recognize and
acknowledge California's respon-
sibility restoring the Salton Sea. 

Kelley did this in November
2016, taking the fight straight to
Sacramento, where he skewered
the five-member board in an
exchange that made state
newswires and water and envi-
ronmental blogs at the time.

"You assigned a task force to
address this problem, but neither
the task nor the force were suffi-

cient to meet the scope of the
problem," Kelley was quoted in a
wire service report. "The state
has dithered and called it due
diligence. We have a ticking time
bomb, and you've treated it like a
beach ball at a backyard picnic.

"The Salton Sea is no picnic,"
Kelley added.

Now, more than four years
later, the state is honoring its
responsibilities, albeit in incre-
ments. Since Kelley's showdown,
much has occurred: California
has implemented Phase 1 of the
Salton Sea Management Plan and
committed more than $300 mil-
lion toward restoration efforts.
Just last week, the first major
construction project of the 10-
year management plan got under-
way, the Species Conservation
Habitat project. 

Further, Sierra Galindo said,
Kelley will be remembered for
the instrumental role he played
for the district in "winning the
case against the Abatti family; he
was really the mastermind in
what we were doing."

Although she said the case
had been all but decided after his
retirement, early on Kelley was
pivotal in constructing the
response to grower Mike Abatti's
long-running lawsuit in which he
asserted the farmers and
landowners are the ones who
should have ultimate say over
how water is used in the Imperial
Valley.

A state appellate court last
year overturned the local deci-
sion in the Abatti case that basi-
cally ruled the water rights were
tied to the land, and thus, the
providence of the landowners.

"He thought the water
belonged to all of us," Sierra
Galindo said, and she added that
he paid dearly for those beliefs:
"Those farmers, they bullied him,
they picked on him. … But he
stood his ground."

The IID Board of Directors
and management held a moment
of silence to commemorate
Kelley's passing during
Tuesday's board meeting.
General Manager Enrique 

Continued on page 6

Kevin Kelley stands in line
at an airport in a photo
taken during an Imperial
Irrigation District busi-
ness trip by Director
Norma Sierra Galindo. |
COURTESY PHOTO

Holtville High School soph-
omore Alexis Piper, 15, is
shown. | COURTESY
PHOTO



BY MURRAY ANDERSON

EL CENTRO - Young athletes
from throughout the Imperial
Valley converged on the Imperial
County Courthouse to make their
voices heard that it's time for
California to allow them to return
to the playing fields and courts.

From soccer to softball to base-
ball to gymnastics, athletes wanted
local and state leaders to hear their
voices that they wanted to get back
to practice and competition and
deal with the COVID-19 safety
protocols and concerns.

"It's time to let our kids play
and play immediately," said local

event organizer Ryan Rebollar, the
Brawley Youth Football president.
"Our kids' mental health, physical
health and well-being is at stake."

The "Let Them Play" Rally
brought together athletes from
many Imperial County high
schools and a host of young ath-
letes from a variety of youth sports
on Friday, Jan. 15, as an estimated
130 coordinated rallies took place
throughout the state that afternoon
in an effort push state politicians
and Gov. Gavin Newsom to ease
the guidelines for youth sports to
return to action.

"This rally is for the kids to let
our local and state leaders know
that this is enough," Rebollar said

about the state's athletic shutdown
due to COVID-19 concerns.
"Athletics have happened in other
states and on the college and pro-
fessional level and we can do it
safely as well."

There have been no high
school athletic competitions in
California since schools went to at-
home learning in mid-March.
Coaches, parents, and athletes have
formed travel, or club, teams that
have been forced to leave the state
for games where COVID guide-
lines are less stringent. 

Just across the border in Yuma,
baseball and softball fields are kept
busy almost every weekend with
tournaments and teams traveling
from California to play.

Five local high school football
players spoke at the rally, including
three from Central Union High and
two from Brawley Union.

"I think we were able to get our
message across that we want to get
back out there and play," said Brian
Martin, a 17-year-old football and
baseball player at Central. "I want-
ed to give a speech to show the
emotional side of the athlete and
demonstrate our brotherhood and
how we want to play together
again and fight together."

(Martin's speech can be heard
in its entirety, as well as those of
fellow Spartan Zeke Osuna and
Brawley Wildcats Nathan May and
Chandler Self on the Calexico
Chronicle's website and YouTube
channel.)

High school sports were
recently given direction as to when
a return would be possible courtesy
of a memo from CIF-San Diego
Section. The earliest sports that
could return to action are cross
country and swimming on Feb. 1,
if the county's stay-at-home order
is lifted.

As a senior, Martin has had to

deal with his final football season
getting pushed back numerous
times. He said it doesn't matter
how far back it gets pushed, he's
still holding onto hope.

"You can't lose hope. Our
coaches tell us to keep positive and
that's what keeps me going,"
Martin said. "I keep hoping and
praying that I'll be able to step on
that football field one more time. I
don't need a full season or playoffs
or any of that. Just one more time,
even if it can only be the Bell
Game. Just give me one more
chance."
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'Let Them Play': Students, Parents
Send Strong Message at Sports Rally

Police Seek Armed
Robbery Suspects;
Victim Says $40K in
Cash Taken in Heist 

BY JULIO MORALES

EL CENTRO - Police are
seeking a pair of armed male sus-
pects who robbed what one vic-
tim said was $40,000 in cash
from two individuals servicing
an ATM in the 2000 block of
North Imperial Avenue here
Thursday afternoon, Jan. 14. 

The two suspects are alleged
to have approached the victims
with firearms drawn and
demanded money, according to a
Friday, Jan. 15, press release
from the El Centro Police
Department. Both victims com-
plied and neither was injured
during the incident, which was
reported to police around 2:22
p.m. Thursday.

Police have not disclosed
how much cash was taken in the
robbery or revealed the exact
location of the alleged crime, but
the department's call logs indi-
cate the incident took place at the
drive-up Wells Fargo automated
teller machine at 2050 N.
Imperial Ave., which is adjacent
to a BankofAmerica ATM, as
well. 

One of the alleged victims,
an employee of the bank, report-
edly told responding officers that
the suspects made off with
$40,000 in cash, according to the
call logs.

After the robbery, the El
Centro police press release
states, the suspects fled the area
in two vehicles, both of which 

Continued on page 7

Students from Central
Union High School in El
Centro hold signs encour-
aging state officials to
allow youths to resume
sports during the "Let
Them Play" rally outside
the Imperial County
Courthouse on Friday, Jan.
15. | CAMILO GARCIA JR.
PHOTO

Report of Bomb Threat Prompts Detention Center Lockdown 
BY JULIO MORALES

CALEXICO - A report of a
bomb threat prompted the tempo-
rary lockdown of the Imperial
Regional Detention Facility east
of Calexico about 4:20 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 13, the county
Sheriff's Office reported.

Both Sheriff's Office and the
county Fire Department's bomb

squad personnel responded to the
scene and cleared the facility to
perform a sweep for suspicious
items. 

Ultimately, nothing suspi-
cious was found at the facility
located at 1572 Gateway Road,
said sheriff's Chief Deputy
Robert Benavidez in an email
Thursday, Jan. 14. 

A detainee at the facility
reportedly contacted U.S.

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, which houses indi-
viduals accused of immigration
violations at the facility, to report
that they were told via an outside
phone call of a bomb inside the
detention center, Benavidez stat-
ed.  

ICE then notified
Management & Training Corp.  

Continued on page 4

Our beloved Mother, Grandmother,
Great Grandmother, Friend, passed away
in her Home in San Diego, with Family
close to her, holding her hands, and in a
very peaceful, loving setting. She had suf-
fered a major stroke but we feel very fortu-
nate to have brought her Home for one
week and cared for her. She is truly missed
and much loved. Marjorie lived in
Holtville and the Valley for over 35 years.
She is survived by her sons Scott and

Morgan Peck Cannon and Grandsons Dylan and Landon
Cannon, plus 2 great-grandchildren and one more on the way !
Her 2 other sons Russell Jr. and Payton, preceded her as well
as her first husband Russell Peck.

She dearly loved her Family, many friends, and a close sec-
ond was both travel and music.

She didn’t really begin to travel until the age of 50, and was
soon a travel agent in San Diego for many years. She enjoyed
music so much, from Grandsons playing guitars to concerts
with friends. She never forgot a single birthday and even wrote
many a poem to go with her cards ! A beautiful, wonderful Life,
with so many blessings. We love and miss you Mom,
Grandmother, Marjorie.

Marjorie Ellen Peck Cannon
10/06/1926 - 12/18/2020

Carrot Royalty......from page one

They were largely restricted
from participating in any of their
scheduled community appear-
ances this year because of
COVID-19. Those cancelled
activities are typically how the
royalty court was able to hone
their public speaking skills, build
confidence and self-awareness,
and promote the annual festival.

"They felt like they were
robbed," said Rosie Allegranza,
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
chief executive officer. "They
were very disappointed."

The chamber's board had
decided to extend the royalty
court's tenure during the board's
Jan. 13 meeting. Previously it had
decided to extend the deadline for
the royalty court competition to
Jan. 29 in the hopes of attracting
more competitors.

The chamber is also holding
out hope that nominations for the
annual festival's Citizen of the
Year will materialize in the com-
ing days, as well.

So far, it has yet to receive any
such nominations and is consider-
ing extending the tenure of the
current Citizen of the Year,
Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva,
into 2021 as well, Allegranza said.
If a new Citizen of the Year is
selected, the chamber will
announce the winning candidate in
a virtual setting in the coming
weeks, she said. 

As a result of the state and
county's COVID-related restric-
tions on public gatherings, the
chamber had previously cancelled
the festival parade, and more
recently, shelved its plans to host a
pair of farmers markets on Feb. 13
and 14, the weekend of the typical
weeklong festival's closing.

While the inability to host any
of the activities associated with

the annual festival was not much
of a surprise for the chamber
board, the events' cancellations
still proved discomforting for its
members.

"We kind of already knew this
(outcome was coming) but saying
it out loud was hard," Allegranza
said. "But we're a pretty optimistic
group, and we know it's for the
right reasons to keep people safe."

The cancellation of the annual
festival and related events also
brings with it added financial con-
cerns for the chamber.

Much of its operations are
funded by the proceeds that are
generated by the royalty competi-
tion's raffle tickets sales, commu-
nity and business sponsorships,
and presale tickets for the carnival.

"We are taking a big hit here,"
Allegranza said. "This is what our
chamber relies on to remain
viable."

In the absence of those pro-
ceeds, the chamber has plans to
reach out to past sponsors to solic-
it funds, as well as other parties
that Allegranza said might be will-
ing to provide support to help keep
the chamber afloat.

The 74th anniversary festival's
cancellation appears to be the first
of its kind throughout its history,
she said. Despite its cancellation,
next year's anticipated festival will
still be billed as the 75th anniver-
sary event.

"We want to come back bigger
and better next year," Allegranza
said.

Next year may also see the
return of the festival artwork creat-
ed especially this year's theme
honoring healthcare workers for
their efforts amid the ongoing pan-
demic. 

The artwork depicts two
human-like carrots donned in a
smock and scrubs and wearing
superhero capes. 

"It would've been perfect for
what's going on right now,"
Allegranza said. "But we can still
honor them next year."

The artwork was created by
Caliber Screenprinting in El
Centro, which has produced the
annual festival's artwork for some
time for free.

"They've done it as a courtesy
for us every year," she said.



BY MURRAY ANDERSON

A roadmap for high school
sports returning was issued this
week, and the news offers a
glimmer of hope for some sports
but not for others.

And yet even that glimmer
remains contingent on how
quickly the 11-county Southern
California region can emerge
from an ongoing temporary
"stay-at-home" order tied to
intensive-care-unit capacity.   

The CIF-San Diego Section
distributed an updated memoran-
dum to all its member schools'
athletic directors and principals
on Wednesday, Jan. 13, announc-
ing that certain high school
sports could begin as early as
Feb. 1 depending on what
COVID tier each individual
county is in and whether the
regional stay-at-home orders had
been lifted.

With the Imperial Valley cur-
rently sitting in the Purple Tier
(most high-risk), practices for
high school swim and cross-
country teams are permissible
beginning Feb. 1, as long as the
county is no longer under the
regional order. While the order
remains in effect, no practices
can start.

"Now we've got some dates
to work with and we now know
the guidelines and tiers we need
to be in for sports to begin," said
C.J. Johnston, Holtville High
School's athletic director and
vice principal. "Of course, the
health and safety of our students
are the top priority, and we
wouldn't ever put that at risk."

Calexico Unified School
District spokesperson Alejandra
Limon agreed, saying, "the
health and safety of the staff and
students is priority. Until they lift
the order, there will be no
sports."

CIF-SDS originally planned
for its Season 1 to included foot-
ball, girls' volleyball, cross coun-
try, and competitive cheer for
Imperial Valley schools. Those
sports will now be allowed to
"open their seasons for practice

once they reach the point in
which their sport is within 1 Tier
Level of their assigned Tier,
where athletic competitions are
permitted for the sport," accord-
ing to the memo issued
Wednesday.

Competitive cheer falls in
Tier 2 (red) while football and
girls' volleyball fall in Tier 3
(Orange). What that means is,
competitive cheer could begin
practice once the stay-at-home
order is lifted in Imperial County.

"I feel for all the athletes, but
everything has to be done to
make it as safe as possible," said
Johnston, who also serves as
Holtville's wrestling coach, a
sport likely not to get cleared for
this academic year. "Obviously,
it looks better for the outdoor,
non-contact sports."

As for the CIF-SDS Season
2, golf, tennis, and track and field
could get under way in February
as they are deemed Tier 1 sports,
provided the order is no longer in
effect. Start dates are Feb. 8 for
girls' golf and Feb. 15 for boys'
golf, boys' and girls' tennis and
track and field.

Red Tier (Tier 2) sports base-
ball and softball have a start date
of March 13 provided the stay-
at-home order is lifted. Orange
Tier (Tier 3) sports boys' and
girls' soccer can begin on Feb. 22

as long as the county is no longer
in the Purple Tier for COVID. 

Yellow Tier (Tier 4) sports
boys' and girls' basketball and
boys' and girls' wrestling can
begin as early as March 13, if
Imperial County reaches the
Orange Tier (Tier 3) level for
COVID.

CIF-SDS also deemed that
each member school or district
may elect to open their seasons at
a later date and that student ath-
letes may only participate in one
sport during the same time or
season. If seasons overlap and an
athlete wants to play a sport in
Season 2, the athlete must stop
playing the Season 1 sport.

Imperial Valley high school
athletic directors met with CIF-
SDS Commissioner Joe Heinz on
Thursday, Jan. 14, for further
clarification on future practice
and competition dates. He told
them that while other sections in
the state had ruled out any play-
offs or section championships,
San Diego Section had not ruled
out the possibility of section
championships.

All of the scenarios being
discussed are a big if, because
the elephant in the room is that
stay-at-home order, which is tied
directly to cumulative ICU
capacity in all of Southern
California, not just Imperial

County.
Calexico's Limon was per-

haps a little more realistic about
the prospects of a sports season
happening anytime soon.

"With (COVID) case rates
right now, we're not even close,"
she said on Friday, Jan. 15. "It's
unfortunate that we're in this sit-
uation. We all understand the stu-
dents want to get back to playing
sports."

The temporary stay-at-home
order is tied to ICU capacity that
has to be above 15 percent for the
entire region. While COVID hos-
pitalizations and ICU capacity is
beginning to ebb ever so slightly
in Imperial County, hospitaliza-
tions and COVID case rates in
areas like San Diego County and
Los Angeles County are as high
as they have been. 

As of Friday, ICU capacity
for the region was at zero per-
cent, which it has been for more
than two straight weeks. The
temporary order cannot be lifted
until the state Department of
Public Health can project ICU
capacity above 15 percent for the
region for four consecutive
weeks.

Case rates and hospitaliza-
tions are high all over much of
California, with four of the state's
five regions under the 15 percent
capacity.

On Jan. 15, Imperial County
had more than 1,800 active
COVID cases, with available
ICU beds between the Valley's
two hospitals at zero and some
61 COVID patients in the hospi-
tals' ICU.
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Lockdown............from page three

(MTC) personnel of the bomb
threat, prompting MTC to contact
local authorities, according to the
ICSO call logs.

MTC is the private firm that
owns the detention center and
contracts its facility and staff to
the federal government.

"The incident and origin of
phone call is under investiga-
tion," Benavidez said. "No evac-
uation was necessary as the facil-
ity was put on lockdown and no
staff were able to leave."

A watch commander at the
facility reportedly told respond-
ing agencies just prior to the
lockdown that a bomb was sup-
posed to go off at 3 p.m., accord-
ing to scanner traffic around the

time of the lockdown. Highway
98 near the detention center, as
well as the road leading to the
center, were both shut down
before the perimeter search, stat-
ed additional scanner chatter.

ICE's response to the incident
was consistent with the agency's
national detention standards, a
spokesperson said. Once the
facility was cleared by local
authorities, normal operations
were able to resume.  

"ICE is committed to ensuring
operations at all immigration
detention centers are safe and
secure for detainees in ICE cus-
tody," stated ICE spokesperson
Lauren Mack in a Jan. 14 email.

The Holtville High School varsity football team from 2019
is shown. | FILE PHOTO

IID Accounts.......from page one
The district put in place a morato-
rium on utility shutoffs on March
16, 2020. Since then, Valenzuela
said, the number of customers past
due on their bills has continued to
balloon to 13,162 accounts as of
December. That's a 700 percent
increase in the number of
accounts ready for disconnection
since March 2020.

IID customers' past due bal-
ances total $11.3 million, an
amount that is quadruple the aver-
age outstanding customer debt
accrued since the beginning of
COVID-19.

To combat this, staff proposed
putting anyone with a bill larger
than $50 onto a payment plan
automatically. Two payment plans
were presented.

The first would be for those
customers not currently on an
energy assistance program. The
plan would split their past due bill
through Dec. 31, 2020, over an
eight-month period. Any bills
after Dec. 31 will need to be paid
as scheduled and will follow nor-
mal disconnection procedures.

The second plan, which would
split the bills over a 12-month
period, would be for those cus-
tomers on an energy assistance
program, or for those who could
provide documentation of
COVID-19 financial hardship for
all delinquent bills through Dec.
31. Any bills after that date would
have to be paid as scheduled.

Additionally, staff would refer
customers to other community
agency programs and resources
that are able to provide additional
assistance, Valenzuela said. 

The residential average con-
sumption delinquency is $433 per
customer, which would have their
minimum payment on the eight-
month installment plan at $54.20
in addition to their monthly bill,
which averages $133 per month.
Under the 12-month plan, the
average bill would be $36.12 in
addition to the normal electric bill.

Valenzuela said the finance
department was proposing discon-
necting if customers do not make
a payment according to plan and
have not contacted the district.

"This is our way of helping
this become a priority for our
ratepayers," she said.

She stressed that IID is a non-
profit agency.

"It only recovers its revenue
through rate recovery," she said.
"We're not out to make a profit,
but we are out to cover what it
takes to operate."

Division 2 Director JB
Hamby, who made the motion to
end the moratorium, said it's clear-
ly a difficult time for people, but

something has to be done.
"It's important that whatever

we do it's in the best interest of
every ratepayer and done humane-
ly and very kindly and with as
much leeway as we're able to
afford as a nonprofit agency," he
said. "Ultimately all the cost we
have are paid for by the ratepay-
ers, and so it's important that we're
acting in a financially responsible
way because ultimately this is the
public's money, and this is the
public's agency here. I think it's
important that we move with this
and I'm supportive of the staff's
recommendation."

The Board of Directors' vote
comes after the Energy Consumer
Advisory Committee voted unani-
mously in support of the plan on
Friday, Jan. 15. That meeting,
streamed online, was fraught with
technological issues, including the
internet going down and an old
phone number for participants
being posted online. Those issues,
General Manager Enrique
Martinez said, were being looked
into and measures were being
taken to make sure they didn't
happen again. 

Eric Reyes, who serves on the
Energy Consumer Advisory
Committee and was part of the
community group that proposed a
lenient solution, said it's a good
plan moving forward. 

"I think it's a plan that will
move you forward," he said. "I
know the IID can't continue not
collecting. … It's more humane
and it's more reflective of what
needs to be done to allow people
to get on a plan and pay it as com-
pared to what was first presented
to us and voted down (in
November) of just shutting people
off for nonpayment."

Reyes did express concern
about making sure if anyone in a
household was impacted finan-
cially by COVID that the house-
hold would be able to have 12
months to pay their bill, as some
areas have multiple families living
within one house.

"We can move forward from
here," he said. 

There wasn't much public
comment on the item, but Pete
Rodriguez of El Centro did men-
tion he thought it was strange that
two board members voting on this
issue weren't registered ratepay-
ers.

Division 4 Director Javier
Gonzalez said that though he
doesn't have an account in his
name, his household does have an
IID account.

Rodriguez didn't clarify who
the other board member was that
he was mentioning.



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO 

BROWN

EL CENTRO - On Monday, Jan.
18, the memory of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was com-
memorated through a virtual cel-
ebration that was partly pre-
recorded on Saturday, Jan. 16, by
members of the MLK Committee
and the Imperial Valley Social
Justice Committee, who marched
a short distance before ending up
on the steps of the Imperial
County Courthouse.
The virtual celebration, themed
"Gotta Do Better," was posted
early Monday morning on the
MLK Committee's YouTube
page.
The 45-minute-plus video cele-
bration includes elements filmed
and edited when the Imperial
Valley Black Lives Matter organ-
ization and the Social Justice
Committee conducted a freedom

march from the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Sports Pavilion on
Adams Avenue and Eighth Street
in El Centro, to the steps of the
courthouse on Main Street.
From there, various speeches
were made at the courthouse by
numerous members of the com-
munity, including Hilton Smith
of Imperial Valley Black Lives
Matter and San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley cam-
pus Associate Dean Mark
Wheeler, among others.
Saturday's event - and the video
celebration - culminated with a
rousing reading of excerpts of Dr.
King's "I Have a Dream" speech
by Social Justice Committee co-
chair and Calexico City Council
member Raul Ureña, who further
personalized the speech by relat-
ing to the work done at the local
level, name-checking the efforts
of local organizations from
across the Valley.
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MLK Day: Locals 'Got to Be Better' on Courthouse Steps 

Imperial Valley Social Justice Committee co-chair and
MLK Jr. Committee member Marlene Thomas raises her
fist during a speech on the steps of the Imperial County
Courthouse on Saturday, Jan. 16, to celebrate the memo-
ry of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. | CAMILO GAR-
CIA JR. PHOTO

Members of the Imperial Valley Social Justice
Committee, Imperial Valley Black Lives Matter
and other community members and organization
representations gathered on the steps of the
Imperial County Courthouse on Saturday, Jan. 16,
to celebrate the memory of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

San Diego State University-Imperial Valley cam-
pus Associate Dean Mark Wheeler speaks during
an event commemorating the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. on the steps of the Imperial
County Courthouse on Main Street in El Centro
on Saturday, Jan. 16. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Hilton Smith (left, foreground) of Imperial Valley
Black Lives Matter leads community members
on a freedom march from the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Sports Pavilion on Adams Avenue and
Eighth Street in El Centro, to the steps of the
Imperial County Courthouse on Main Street, on
Saturday, Jan. 16. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Community members and social justice advo-
cates hold signs and stand in solidarity on the
steps of the Imperial County Courthouse on Main
Street in El Centro in commemoration of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on Saturday, Jan. 16. |
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO



Martinez announced Kelley's death
earlier that day, adding that he
gives his deepest condolences to
Kelley's family.
"I didn't know Kevin as long as
many of you had, but the time that
I spent with him I found him to be
not only a very personable individ-
ual, very opinionated on his ways
of how he thought, but most of all
he was just a fun person to be
around," Martinez said. 
General Counsel Frank Oswalt also
commented on the loss, saying he
was in shock about Kelley's death.
Kelley was the general manager
who hired Oswalt in 2016.
"He was an extraordinary human
being," Oswalt said. "He had a
massive intellect. He had an ency-
clopedic knowledge of the
(Colorado) River, and he had a wit
that was so dry that sometimes it
took me a few minutes to realize I
had been skewered by one of his
remarks. I will never forget the
man."
No directors offered any comments
about Kelley during the meeting.
Sierra Galindo was not in atten-
dance, absent due to a personal
engagement, she told the
Chronicle.
Kevin Kelley's professional legacy
does indeed cast a long shadow.
While relations between the district
and the San Diego County Water
Authority have at times been tense
- the agencies are linked through an
up-to-75-year ag-to-urban water
transfer pact - San Diego's respect
for Kelley was clear.
"We were saddened to learn of
Kevin's passing. During his years
as general manager of the Imperial
Irrigation District and in all his
interactions with us, it was very
clear his goal was always to serve
the needs of the Imperial Valley,
protect the Valley's water rights
and make sure the Salton Sea was
addressed," said Dan Denham,
deputy general manager of the San
Diego County Water Authority. "I
would add that his knowledge of
the Colorado River was always
crucial to our conversations, and
we appreciated his willingness to
work through issues with us."
Kelley served as IID's general
manager from January 2011 to
January 2019. After a long career
trajectory as a journalist/writer and
sometime political consultant, he
joined the district as a community
relations representative in 2006. 
A year later, he would be elevated
to the position of assistant to the
general manager under Chief
Operating Officer Michael
Campbell. 
Then, and later, when he assumed
the mantle of GM, Kelley faced
criticism over how a former jour-
nalist and public relations person
could have been hired to such posi-
tions. Yet it was well-known

among many in the community that
Kelley was an expert in water, both
the history and the legal rights sur-
rounding it. 
Even as publisher of Valley
Grower magazine, and later, as
opinion section editor of the
Imperial Valley Press, Kelley knew
both the voluminous
Quantification Settlement
Agreement signed by the seven
lower basin states that draw off the
Colorado River, and the water
transfer agreement between IID
and San Diego County Water
Authority, like the back of his
hand.
Generally, many of Kelley's friends
and acquaintances knew him as a
man of varied interests, great intel-
ligence, and immense talents.
"I think of it like a huge library has
burned down. He was a font of
knowledge, a scholar when it came
to history, an accomplished histori-
an, a sociologist, and certainly a lit-
erary authority," said Sierra
Galindo, who is a Calexico High
School teacher in her professional
life. "There wasn't anything he had
not read. He was the only person I
know who had read the classics
(works of English-language litera-
ture). 
"His knowledge was transcendent,
and transcended borders," she
added, referring to has expansive
grasp on how water came to the
Imperial Valley.
Sierra Galindo said he was not just
well-versed on the historical per-
spective of water and water rights
in the Imperial Valley and the
greater United States, but in
Mexico as well.
Kelley was nearly finished with a
book he was writing on water in
the Valley, from historical, socio-
logical, and political perspectives.
Kelley recently said that he didn't
have a publisher yet, but was think-

ing of an academic imprint, possi-
bly through his alma mater, the
University of Southern California,
from which he graduated with a
communications degree in 1984.
Yet he was careful to say his book
would not be stuffy, like most aca-
demically published works.
Over the years, Kelley had been a
man of many trades, serving as
executive director of the El Centro
Chamber of Commerce, two stints
with the Imperial Valley Press, and
as publisher and mostly uncredited
author of the magazine Valley
Grower, known for its lush prose.
Kelley also helped friends on polit-
ical campaigns early in his career. 
Former Imperial Valley Press
Editor and current columnist,
screen writer, and college lecturer
Bret Kofford counted Kelley as
one of his closest friends. It was
alongside Kofford when Kelley
returned to the Press as opinion
editor in the early 2000s, the last
job Kelley held before leaving for
the district.
"Those of us who knew Kevin well
knew that while he ran the IID for
a number of years, at heart he was
an artist: a tremendously talented
improvisational pianist and a gifted
writer. He and I most often talked
about music and writing, even
though we were caught up in the
political world of the Valley
through our previous jobs,"
Kofford wrote in an online mes-
sage. "Shortly before the pandemic
started, I ran into him a couple of
times in local coffee shops, and our
conversations, which were sup-
posed to last minutes, ended up
lasting hours. He was a close friend
and a soulmate in many ways. I am
crushed by his passing."
It was the artistic side that could be
most surprising for people who did
not know Kelley well, or only as
the erudite, slim figure seemingly

born in a blazer.
Sierra Galindo recalls being in a
small airport in Monterey with
Kelley some years back while
attending a conference and watch-
ing him drop his bags and sit down
at a piano in the airport lobby.
"He started playing 'Don't Get
Around Much Anymore' (the Duke
Ellington jazz standard), and peo-
ple started crowding around him,"
she said.
Local musicians Clark Baker and
Majid Rahman were both saddened
to learn of Kelley's passing.
Guitarist Rahman called Kelley an
"accomplished musician" and "a
dear friend," and Baker shared old
photos of Kevin behind the key-
boards at noteworthy gigs over the
years.
Baker, who for many years owned
Clark Baker Music, was a trumpet
player in Jimmie Cannon's Valley
Jazz, and started his own combo in
Standing Room Only, which began
playing out of the music store on
Main Street in El Centro, said
Kelley played semi-professionally
in bands in Los Angeles and San
Diego while in college.
Plain and simple, Kevin Kelley
was a monster musician, a "true
jazz head," as one longtime friend
put it. 
Like jazz great and saxophonist
Stan Getz said, "There are four
qualities essential to a great
jazzman: They are taste, courage,
individuality, and irreverence," and
Kelley embodied them all. 
If anyone knows that, it's drummer
Marty Holbrook, who played on
and off again with Kelley for near-
ly 45 years. Holbrook was in shock
Tuesday over the news of his old
friend's passing, but he said it was
nice to be able to reminisce about a
long relationship the two had in
music.
"I'm still stunned. Clark called me
while I was driving … I just froze.
Stunned and trying to process it,"
he said. "He was a jazz head. But
he had range.
"Kevin was surprising. Once he
turned on the jazz pianist persona,
you knew he could haul out some
crazy chords, and you never knew
what he was gonna try," Holbrook
continued. "That was the fun of
playing with him, (we were)
always watching each other for
cues. That was his alter ego, behind
the keyboard."
Holbrook used to drive Kelley
home from band rehearsals when
Kevin was in high school and
Marty was in junior college. Over
the years they played in rock
bands, and eventually, after Kelley
returned from USC, any number of
configurations and iterations of
jazz groups.
Holbrook said Kelley was particu-
larly fond of pianists Chick Correa
and Oscar "Pumphandle" Peterson,

both known for their speed and
dexterity.
Together, Holbrook and Kelley
formed the backbone of the Blue
Lake group, which performed
since the 1980s as anything from a
quartet to a septet, depending on
available players. Rahman sat in
with them often over the years.
The last gig Blue Lake played
together, Holbrook believes, was
atop the Brawley Elks Lodge roof
in early to mid-2019, where it was
Kelley, Holbrook, Rahman, James
Anderholt on bass, and saxophon-
ist Quincy Cavers.
Blue Lake was also the standing
entertainment for years at the Sts.
Peter and Paul Episcopal Church
fundraiser, Palate and Palette, or as
Holbrook and Kelley always called
it, "the wine and cheese gig."
The day Kelley announced his
retirement from the IID in January
2019, a reporter caught up with
him in the hallway of the district's
El Centro offices, where he play-
fully told of recently going on a
spending spree of classic and new
digital keyboards and synthesizers.
Holbrook said one of the last times
he saw Kelley was when Kevin
asked him to come over and help
him swap out of one his mounted
Moog synths for a mini-Moog,
which Holbrook said he had all set
up in his living room. 
Recently during a wide-ranging
conversation with the Chronicle
just over a week ago, Kelley said
he was back to paying close atten-
tion to one of most prized posses-
sions, the grand piano he acquired
from a pioneer family more than a
decade ago.
He was buzzing with accomplish-
ment over the fact that he had
recently mastered John Coltrane's
"Giant Steps," a tenor sax tour de
force known for its brutally com-
plicated chord progression and
free-flowing melodies.
"If he could have hauled the grand
piano to gigs, he would have done
it," Holbrook said, he was "set-
tling" every time he used a digital
piano or synthesizer.
Kelley's untimely passing hit
Holbrook hard, who was looking
forward to the pandemic easing up
in 2021 so that he and Kevin might
play together again. "It's a tragedy.
Now it's not going to be able to
happen," he said.
Elizabeth Varin contributed report-
ing to this story.
Editor Richard Montenegro
Brown, who wrote this piece,
worked with Kelley for several
years at the Imperial Valley Press,
where Kelley edited Brown's
weekly opinion column and other
writing.
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Construction Starts on Large Salton Sea Habitat that Anchors
State's Efforts to improve conditions at drying lake

SALTON SEA - Construction
has started on the state's first
large-scale project to create habi-
tat and reduce exposed lakebed at
the Salton Sea.

The Species Conservation
Habitat project, located at the
southern end of the sea on both
sides of the New River, will cre-
ate a network of ponds and wet-
lands to provide important fish
and bird habitat and suppress
dust emissions to improve
regional air quality as the sea
recedes, according to a press
release from the state. The proj-
ect will cover about 4,110 acres,
an increase from the original
3,770-acre estimate due to an
updated design.

Construction is expected to
continue through the end of
2023.

Following initial onsite work
in late fall, the state's design-

build contractor began clearing
vegetation and constructing an
interception ditch to drain the
site. The contractor also began
construction of a southern habitat
berm.

"Beginning actual construc-
tion on this large project repre-
sents important progress,"
California Secretary for Natural
Resources Wade Crowfoot said
in a statement. "It is only possible
thanks to strong coordination
with our local, state, and federal
partners, including Imperial
Irrigation District, Imperial
County, the Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District, the
Colorado River Regional Water
Quality Control Board, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

"Obviously, much more work
lies ahead," he continued. "We

need to continue to deliver proj-
ects on the ground that improve
conditions at the Salton Sea for
residents as well as for wildlife."

The habitat project anchors
phase one of the state's Salton
Sea Management Program,
which centers on constructing
wetlands and other projects to
limit exposed lakebed, reduce
airborne dust and restore envi-
ronmental habitat on 30,000
acres around the Salton Sea. The
habitat project is a $206.5 million
investment in Imperial County
that will create as many as 3,000
jobs, according to state officials.

Though the construction site
is not open to the public due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the state
team will share images of the
project as construction continues
on the state's Salton Sea
Management Program website:
https://saltonsea.ca.gov/program/

Comité Cívico del Valle Awards
Grants to 12 local CBOs to

Provide COVID Relief
STAFF REPORT

Comité Cívico del Valle, in
partnership with the California
Wellness Foundation, the
Latino Community Foundation,
and the California Endowment,
has launched the Health Equity
and Action for Latinos (HEAL)
Program to provide grants to
local community groups work-
ing to address community
needs around COVID-19,
health, food access, housing,
chronic disease, environmental
pollution, labor conditions, and
legal aid, along with other com-
munity needs.

"The COVID-19 pandemic
has exposed deeply rooted
inequities and health disparities
in the Imperial Valley region
that contributed to discordant
outcomes in vulnerable groups
such as agricultural workers,
low-income families, and

immigrants," according to a
Comité Cívico del Valle press
release. "Additionally, local
non-profits and community
groups have been historically
underserved and underfunded,
and it has become increasingly
challenging to address the dis-
advantages experienced by the
communities we serve."

The HEAL IV Advisory
Committee thoughtfully select-
ed the following 12 community
groups to grant a combined
total of $100,000:
•Imperial Valley Cancer
Support Center
•Los Amigos de la Comunidad
IV
•Calexico Needs Change
•Our Roots Multi-Cultural
Center Inc.
•Calexico Neighborhood
House
•SDSU-IV Aztecs Around the
World
•Calipatria Chamber of
Commerce
•Spread the Love Charity
•Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights
•Sure Helpline Center
•Imperial Valley Social Justice
Committee
•WomanHaven, A Center for
Family Solutions

Contract workers ready the site near the southern end of the Salton Sea last week in
anticipation of building out the Species Conservation Habitat project. | COURTESY
PHOTO
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Kelley......................................................................from page two

Hunched over at the electric piano, the late Kevin Kelley
(second from left) performs with other local jazz musicians,
including (from left) drummer Marty Holbrook, Majid
Rahman playing bass guitar, saxophonist Mark Rasmussen,
the late band leader and local music legend Jimmie Cannon
on trumpet and Clark Baker, also on trumpet.The photo was
from a private party the group played. | PHOTO COURTESY
OF CLARK BAKER
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Joann Finley, aka Jo Ann Rodrigues
Finley
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000838
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who
may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate, or both, of: Joann Finley,
aka Jo Ann Rodrigues Finley
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Brad Joseph Chapin in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Brad Joseph Chapin be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to
probate. The will and any codicils are
available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the person-
al representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented
to the proposed action.) The independ-
ent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held
in this court as follows:
Date: January 22, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial

939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the hear-
ing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must
file your claim with the court and mail
a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later
of either (1) four months from the date
of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of
mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any peti-
tion or account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
01/04/2021 at 12:38:32 PM
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6441 
Publish: Jan. 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Eula Dolores Emery a/k/a/ Dolores
Emery
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000844
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Eula
Dolores Emery a/k/a/ Dolores
Emery
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Robert Emery in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Robert Emery be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: March 5, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as

a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charles G. Johnson and Vance B.
McAlister
Ewing, Johnson & Graves, PLC
636 State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-6371
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
01/15/2021 at 11:08:43 AM
By: Irma De la Rosa, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6446 
Publish: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000848
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs, Jr., aka
Haskell V. Jacobs Jr., aka Haskell
Jacobs, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed

action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: February 5, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to con-
sult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed:
January 18, 2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the COurt
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6448 
Publish: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 2021

Robbery.............from page three
have been recovered as evidence. The
suspects have not been located and
remained at large as of the Friday
morning, Jan. 15.

Following the incident, authori-
ties reportedly served a search warrant
at an apartment in the 400 block of
Wall Road in Imperial, the press
release stated.

The execution of the search war-
rant was conducted by ECPD detec-
tives, assisted by the department's
Special Weapons and Tactics Team,
Imperial County Narcotics Task
Force, Imperial Police Department,
and the Imperial County Sheriff's
Department.

One of the suspects was described
as an adult Hispanic male, about 35
years old, about 5 feet 11 inches tall,
with a medium build who was wear-
ing a dark multi-colored mask, a blue
short-sleeved shirt with blue pants and
had brandished a silver handgun, the
call logs stated.

The second suspect was described
as an adult Hispanic male, about 20
years old, about 5 feet 11 inches tall,
wearing a white mask, black jacket,
blue pants and holding a black bag,
the call logs stated. 

The suspects reportedly left the
scene together in a white van driven
by the older suspect, according to the
logs.

The alleged victims also reported
observing a dark Hummer SUV at the
scene of the robbery with two
Hispanic women inside and who

appeared to be involved, the call logs
stated. 

The Hummer was reportedly
recovered unoccupied at the Walmart
parking lot about 2:45 p.m. The offi-
cer who discovered the suspect vehi-
cle also reported locating a 12-gauge
shotgun at the scene, according to the
ECPD call logs.

Dispatch logs suggest responding
police were able to review Walmart
surveillance footage.  

The occupants of the Hummer
were described as Hispanic females,
one having red hair, about 5 feet 5
inches tall, weighing about 260
pounds and last seen wearing a black
sweater and black pants, the call logs
stated.

The second female suspect was
described as having brown hair, about
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighing about
160 pounds and last wearing a red
sweater and blue jeans, the call logs
stated. The women were last seen
leaving the area on foot. 

The white van was reportedly
recovered at the Wall Road location
where authorities conducted a search
for the suspects, the call logs stated,
adding that the van was reported
stolen by Imperial police at a prior
date.

Anyone with information regard-
ing this investigation is encouraged to
call the El Centro Police Department
Investigation Bureau, Detective Jeff
Malcomb, at 760-335-3661 or 760-
337-4502.

Bad Batch................from page one
and the Gateway Church in

Brawley by 5 a.m. Monday, Jan. 18,
literally hours before the clinics were
to get started.

"We could not let our seniors be
vaccinated with that recalled (lot),"
Angulo said in a telephone interview
with the Calexico Chronicle on Jan.
18.

The delivery of the new doses,
which were primarily Pfizer-
BioNTech doses, with some good
Moderna doses, was coordinated by
Imperial County Emergency Medical
Services Agency Chris Herring,
Angulo said.

El Centro Regional Medical
Center Chief Executive Officer Dr.
Adolphe Edward confirmed Monday
afternoon that none of the old lot was
used on the 600 seniors seen at the
hospital's vaccination event at the
mall.

"Chris Herring, working (with)
Danny (Tirado), our pharmacist, did
change plans at 11:30 p.m. The old lot
was never used," Edward wrote in an
email. He added the new vaccine was
delivered at 4:30 a.m. 

On Sunday, state Epidemiologist
Dr. Erica S. Pan sent out an advisory
to public health departments and
providers recommending a "pause" in
using Moderna vaccine from the lot
No. 41L20A due to "a higher-than-
usual number of possible allergic reac-
tions."

Apparently, according to pub-
lished reports, the allergic reactions
happened around a mass drive-through
clinic at Petco Park in San Diego that
started last week. Six healthcare work-
ers had allergic reactions, prompting
officials to consider the reactions a
large-enough cluster to "pause" the
use of the doses.

Angulo said Monday the Public
Health Department is now awaiting
further instructions from the state and
Moderna on whether to discard the

doses or return to the manufacturer.
No other incidents have been

reported with the Moderna lot, which
was distributed to some 287 medical
providers across the state, according to
the state Public Health advisory. The
batch arrived in California between
Jan. 5 and Jan. 12.

Angulo said the bad batch of
Moderna was shipped directly to El
Centro Regional and Pioneers, and
Imperial County Public Health
received some separately.

While the 600 doses from the clin-
ics were isolated, that was part of a
larger total of 1,700 doses of affected
Moderna vaccine in Imperial County
from that lot number.

The batches were all part of sec-
ond doses distributed to the county
that all involved - county Public
Health and the two providers,
ECRMC and Pioneers - decided would
be reallocated to be used as first doses
to "jump start" the vaccinations of
those age 65 and older while the coun-
ty awaited the arrival of 2,000 new
doses expected this week. Those 2,000
also will be Moderna-manufactured
vaccine.

A photograph taken by a Calexico
Chronicle staffer shows a man who
was vaccinated at the El Centro
Regional event on Monday morning
displaying his vaccination card, which
has a sticker affixed to it that reads:
Moderna 041L20A. On closer inspec-
tion, however, one can see a handwrit-
ten numeral 2 over the numeral 1 in
the lot number.

Dr. Edward explained:
"Because we had already made

stickers for the lot, we had to make
changes. So, we made hand changes to
the sticker. At no time did we use the
old lot, and everyone got the right vac-
cine. That is important for all to know.
And their stickers reflects 42L20A,"
Edward wrote in his email to the
Chronicle.

HELP WANTED
Truck driver operating belly dump and end dump, apply
at 1610 East Main Street, Brawley.

CLASSIFIED AD

School Districts..........................from page two
COVID-related conditions prevent it
from considering the state's proposed
incentives to resume in-person
instruction.

As much as he misses onsite
learning, Calexico High senior Ethan
Noriega said he supports the district's
decision to forego onsite instruction
until conditions improve.

"I think it is something that
should be done and is correct
because of how uncertain everything
is," Ethan said on Jan. 19. "But I do
hope that it gets better for us to be
able to do non-contact sports."

The 17-year-old varsity tennis
player and Associated Student Body
president said he, too, has found both
positive and negative aspects to dis-
tance learning.

Initially, he had found enjoyment
in distance learning, especially the
shortened school day, being able to
sleep in and the relative ease with
which he was able to complete his
class assignments. But as time pro-
gressed, he realized the downside of
it all for a senior such as himself.

"Going into my second semester
it like hit me - we aren't going to
have a normal senior year," Ethan
said, referring to his and his class-
mates' ability to attend prom, grad
night and homecoming events. "Now
I realize that I would rather go back
in person because all of those things
are not possible due to COVID." 

As of Jan. 19, the county Public
Health Department reported a
COVID-19 positivity rate of 38.68
percent.

That figure is well above the 8
percent threshold required by the
state to move into a less-restrictive
tier that would allow for the reopen-
ing of schools, said Carlos Gonzales,
Calexico Unified School District
superintendent.

Additionally, the 83.19 new
cases reported per day per 100,000
residents by the county on Jan. 19
stands well above the seven-day
average of 25 or fewer cases per
100,000 residents required by the
state for grades K-6 to be eligible to
begin reopening under a new guid-
ance issued Jan. 14.

In light of those current condi-
tions, Gonzales said in a written
statement on Jan. 19, CUSD does not
meet the criteria to reopen. 

"CUSD is updating their COVID
-19 Safety Plans and Instructional
plans, which include a hybrid model,
to meet state requirements and be
prepared to resume classes when
allowed to do so," he said. "CUSD is
also in the process of addressing the
additional measures outlined in
Governor Newsom's proposed
'California Safe Schools of All
Plan.'"

Those planned measures include
frequent COVID-19 testing for all
staff and students, with the state
offering reduced-cost testing; masks
for all staff and students, assisted by
the state's distribution of free surgical
masks; and stricter health and safety
plans negotiated with employee
unions, Gonzales said.

In its announcement of the state's
revised Jan. 14 guidelines for school
reopenings, the California
Department of Public Health's web-
site stated that, "New evidence and
data about COVID-19 transmission
and experience nationally and inter-
nationally demonstrate that schools,
particularly elementary schools, can
operate safely for in-person instruc-
tion with the correct safety protocols
in place." 

During a Jan. 14 conference call
with media, county Health Officer
Dr. Stephen Munday stated that the
state's revised guidelines could
potentially help local schools reopen. 

Yet, he also acknowledged that
current conditions in the 11-county
Southern California region, of which
the county is included, would still
prevent schools from resuming in-
person instruction without a waiver.

Yet he expressed some optimism
that the vaccine rollout and the
apparent drop in ICU hospitaliza-
tions and deaths could potentially
help pave the way for local schools'
reopening.

"It is possible that we could be in
a much different place six weeks
from now," Munday said on Jan. 14.

Both superintendents of the

Imperial Unified and Heber
Elementary school districts also
reported that current conditions in
the Valley prevent them from apply-
ing for a TK-6 grade waiver from the
state, as well as the $450 per-pupil
incentive that Gov. Gavin Newsom
proposed in December to help dis-
tricts resume in-person instruction.
Nor has the Legislature approved
Newsom's proposal.

"IUSD has not applied for a
waiver to resume in-person instruc-
tion and is waiting for the County to
move to the red tier which does not
require a waiver," Superintendent
Bryan Thomason said. "The safety of
our staff and students is always the
top priority."

The superintendents also both
reported that some limited onsite
instruction has taken place within
their respective districts.

At the Imperial Unified School
District, special education students
and intervention cohorts were tem-
porarily allowed back onto three
campuses. But that instruction was
paused as a result of the surge in pos-
itive cases following Thanksgiving,
Thomason said.

The district has a Feb. 1 target
date to resume onsite instruction for
special education and intervention
cohorts, he said.

At Heber Elementary School
District, supervised instruction is
currently offered as a support to a
small cohort of about 20 students,
Superintendent Juan Cruz said.

Those students include individu-
als who are not demonstrating suc-
cess in distance learning such as spe-
cial needs, Migrant Education pro-
gram, as well as other high-need
populations.

"We are following many proto-
cols for students coming to school
for supervised instruction," Cruz said
in a written statement. "This includes
screening protocols, temperature
checks, pre-determined seating, hand
washing routines, social distancing,
staggered schedules, face coverings,
supervised movement on campus,
among others."
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New Hires.....................from page one

After his arrival, Barman's first
order of business will be getting to
better know the local crops and
seasons of cultivation.

"I think this is going to be the
most exciting area to study in my
life," Barman said. "There will be a
steep learning curve." 

Locally, vegetable crops com-
prise about 22 percent of total crop
land but generate more than 58 per-
cent of the value of total crop
returns, the local UCCE's website
stated. 

Aside from whiteflies, which
in 1990 wreaked havoc on local
vegetable crops, Barman has done
extensive research as well on insect
pests that thrive on cotton.

A native of India, Barman
earned a bachelor's degree at
Assam Agricultural University in
Jorhat, India, a master's degree in
entomology from Texas Tech
University, in Lubbock, and in
2011 completed a doctoral degree
in entomology at Texas A&M
University in College Station.

While in Texas, he worked
with the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service as a cotton
extension entomologist and devel-
oped a research program to under-
stand the extent of damage and
management of thrips in the state's
High Plains region.

A particular interest of
Barman's will be how insects
impact local high-value crops,
which can tolerate less insect-relat-
ed damage in comparison to crops
deemed of lower value, he said. 

"With my knowledge I can
help farmers understand the sever-
ity and intensity of insects and how
we can manage them," he said.
"The knowledge of insects in veg-
etables is going to be helpful when
I start new research projects there." 

As the center's integrated pest
management adviser, Barman is
joining a powerhouse of an institu-
tion whose prestige and research
has worldwide reach. Barman said
he found the job just as appealing
for its location in the Valley, whose
prevalence and abundance of veg-
etable and cash crops have earned
it a global reputation, as well.

"I was lucky to find this oppor-
tunity," he said. "It's an absolute
honor to be in the Imperial Valley."

Pest management is an utmost
concern in the Valley, whose
shared borders with Arizona and
Mexico bring with it added con-
cern about migrating invasive
pests, weed species and plant
pathogens, said Oli Bachie, UCCE
director.

As such, Barman will be work-
ing in the diverse disciplines of
pest management, plant disease-
causing organisms and weed man-
agement. 

"We will be dealing with three
enemies at the same time with the
same person," Bachie said, refer-
ring to Barman.

The integrated pest manage-
ment adviser position had been
vacant since the 2017 retirement of
former UCCE entomology adviser
Eric Natwick. 

Barman's hiring was partly
funded by the county Board of
Supervisors, which in November
approved the expenditure of a total
of $385,000 from its Agricultural
Benefit Program over the next five
years to help pay for the position.
The University of California sys-
tem is paying the other half of
Barman's compensation.

"For now, it is safe to say it is a
five-year program," said Bachie,
the local UCCE's agronomy advis-
er, in charge of soil management
and crop production research and
extension.

With the county having recent-
ly emerged as a prime location for
industrial hemp cultivation,
research opportunities have arisen
for that crop as well. Though
expensive, Bachie said such hemp
research will help determine which
varieties are performing well in the
low desert, and how best to man-
age pests and pesticides.

"The incoming adviser is
expected to work on this as well,"
Bachie said, referring to Barman.

Despite the high stakes of the
job, and the notoriety of the
Valley's summer temps, Barman
said he is content with his decision
to become the center's next inte-
grated pest management adviser.

"As long as there are crops and
insects I will survive," he said.

In 2019, field crops in the
Valley grossed $498 million, while
vegetables and melon crops com-
bined for $799 million in gross
value, according to the 2019
Imperial County Agricultural Crop
& Livestock Report.

Pedro Carvalho: Passionate
About Cattle 

As impressive as those crop
figures are, cattle remained atop
the county's 2019 top-10 list of
gross values for individual com-
modities, at $522 million, the ag
report stated.

With more than 386,000 head
of cattle, the county ranked second
in California for cattle and calf pro-
duction, accounting for 13.5 per-
cent of the state's overall produc-
tion in 2019, according to the ag
report.

The significance of those fig-
ures is also reflected by the recent
hiring of Pedro Carvalho as feedlot
management specialist at
UCANR's Desert Research
Extension Center in Holtville. The
position is newly created and
statewide in scope, said DREC
Director Jairo Diaz.

Because of its capacity to
accommodate more than 600 head,
the DREC feedlot is one of the
largest cattle research facilities in
the United States, Carvalho said. In
the coming weeks, some 220
calves will arrive at the feedlot, to
conduct further research into beef
production and nutrition.

"For a research center, it's a
pretty good number," Carvalho
said, referring to the Holstein
calves the center will soon house.

A native of Brazil, Carvalho
said the local extension center is
well known around the world, and
especially in his home country, fur-
ther adding to the appeal of his new
role. 

His choice of careers should
hardly be surprising. Carvalho had
grown up on his family's cattle and
crop farm in the state of Goiás in
Brazil. His father and grandfather
were both animal scientists. As a
result, being employed in the cattle
industry was something that
Carvalho said he had always envi-
sioned.

Animal science has long been
Carvalho's field of study, and he
has earned three degrees in that
discipline. 

An undergraduate of the
Federal University of Mato Grosso
do Sul in Brazil, Carvalho then
went on to earn his master's degree
from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and a doctoral
degree from Pennsylvania State
University, where he conducted
research projects to enhance the
efficiency of Holstein steers in the
feedlot. 

Carvalho's past research
extends to the use of hormone
implant technology in cattle, as
well. Those findings have shown a
subsequent negligible presence of
hormones in the steer, as well as
increased weight gains of 20 per-
cent and an 11 percent rise in car-
cass production, which refers to the
dressed meat that is sold to con-
sumers.

Going forward, Carvalho said
his focus will be to research and
demonstrate which feedlot man-
agement practices are improving
the quality or efficiency of beef
production. He also wants to exam-
ine practices that could potentially
help feedlot workers' health and
safety.  

"That's the main goal of our
center right now," he said. "We like
to provide science-based informa-
tion."

In contrast to what private sec-
tor employment would likely have
entailed, Carvalho's current posi-
tion comes with the added respon-
sibilities of communicating regu-
larly with statewide extension cen-
ter personnel, representatives of

the local and statewide cattle
industry as well as the general pub-
lic.

"I believe that gives me more
freedom to do what I want to do,"
he said.

One of Carvalho's future goals
is to increase the number of
DREC's onsite cattle to help
expand research opportunities.
Doing so will require additional
student interns and workers to han-
dle the larger number of cattle.

He said he's hoping to boost
the extension center's pool of
interns by encouraging local stu-
dents to apply, as well as maintain-
ing the close relationship it has
with Mexico, from where many
past interns have hailed. His plans
also call for expanding internship
opportunities to Central and South
American countries, too.

Since having arrived, Carvalho
said he has adapted smoothly to
life in the Valley and was particu-
larly pleased to find a staple of his
home country, picanha steak (a
specific cut of beef), at Ramey's
Meats in Brawley on one occasion.

"It was actually awesome," the
31-year-old said.

The Mission of the Extension
Technically, Carvalho is an

employee of UC Davis's depart-
ment of animal science, though he
is assigned to the DREC in
Holtville, from where he can assist
feedlot advisors throughout the
state, said Diaz, the DREC direc-
tor. 

Carvalho's hiring on Aug. 1
came as welcome news for Brooke
Latack, the local UCCE livestock
adviser for Imperial, Riverside and
San Bernardino counties.

In the three years that Latack
has been with the UC Extension
Center, stakeholders have been
requesting a feedlot management
specialist to assist with matters
related to the industry, she said.

As an adviser, Latack has regu-
lar contact with cattle ranchers in
the region to address specific
needs. With Carvalho now aboard,
she said she can act as a go-
between to share his expertise with
industry stakeholders.

"It truly benefits an area where
the advisers are in," Latack said.

Even before Carvalho's arrival,
cattle research had been ongoing at
the extension center, thanks largely
to the efforts of Richard Zinn, a
renown UC Davis animal science
professor.

Aside from presenting its
research for scientific review, the
mission of the extension center
requires it to be able to share its
findings to industry stakeholders
and the general public in layman's
terms. The ability to do so is the
very definition of "extension,"
Diaz said.

"All the research that we con-
duct is applied research," Diaz
said. "And at the end of the day, we
want that research to be available
to the public." 

Indeed, despite the restrictions
in place because of COVID-19,
both UCCE and DREC continue to
fulfill their missions and have host-
ed virtual workshops and seminars
for stakeholders. 

"We only shifted the mecha-
nism by which we extend our serv-
ices to our clients," said Bachie,
UCCE director.

Vaccine................from page one
line in hopes of receiving one of 600
available doses of the already-scarce
supply of vaccine at the El Centro
Regional Medical Center clinic to start
at 7 a.m. Jan. 18, not a word was said at
the El Centro council meeting on
Tuesday night, Jan. 19.

Same for the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors, members of
which had some choice words for both
local hospitals over what was per-
ceived as the lack of organization
regarding the clinics.

Pioneers Memorial Health District
also held its own clinic Monday, Jan.
18, where 300 doses of vaccine were
administered at the Gateway Church in
Brawley, several hundred yards east of
the hospital on Legion Road. And
while Pioneers’ vaccination clinic was
nowhere near as chaotic as El Centro’s
on Sunday night, it was by no means
perfect.

The county board had no public
presentations or comments to make
during its regular meeting on Tuesday
morning, as it only dealt with executive
session items, none of which were
related to the clinics or vaccine distri-
bution.

One criticism, which came by way
of District 1 Supervisor Jesus Escobar,
was that the Imperial County Public
Health Department had offered up its
expertise in mass vaccination events to
both hospitals, which as vaccine
providers with the state Department of
Public Health, had ultimate say over
how they ran their clinics. 

Still, Escobar said county Public
Health Director Janette Angulo, who
has overseen annual countywide flu
clinics and an H1N1 vaccination clinic
in 2009, offered to share best practices
and lessons learned, but there no tak-
ers.

The county and the city were to
address vaccination issues, and likely
debrief on the local clinics, during two
special meetings on Wednesday, Jan.
20, past this newspaper’s deadline.

The county board was to meet at 3
p.m., while the El Centro City Council
was to meet jointly with the El Centro
Regional Medical Center Board of
Trustees at 6 p.m., both meetings to be
streamed online.

To recap, though, several hundred
people, many of them senior citizens,
and some their children or younger rel-
atives serving as stand-ins, waited in
lines that increased in length by the
hour Sunday in anticipation of the first
COVID vaccine clinic for the more
than 26,000 people age 65 and older
who have now been thrust to the top of
the priority list by the state.

Although county Public Health
Department officials had said 2,000
more doses of the vaccine specifically
earmarked for Imperial County’s sen-
ior population were due to be delivered
any time this week, 900 doses were
allocated from previously received sec-
ond doses in order of jumpstart the sen-
ior clinics in El Centro and Brawley,
Angulo said in an interview on
Monday. 

As of 9:30 p.m. Sunday, the
crowds outside the Imperial Valley
Mall had grown to what El Centro
Mayor Pro Tem Tomas Oliva estimated
to be in upward of 600 people, with
more still arriving, he told the Calexico
Chronicle.

Echoing the sentiment widely
shared over social media since many
seniors, or their stand-ins, started arriv-
ing on site before noon that day, Oliva
said he was angered over the organiza-
tion and execution of El Centro
Regional’s clinic.

“It’s ridiculous out here,” Oliva
said. “There’s no excuse for this.”

As temperatures continued to drop
late Sunday night, El Centro firefight-
ers were onsite handing out hot coffee
and others, including service organiza-
tions and other elected officials,
arrived with food donations. 

Making the rounds at the mall with
fellow council member Martha
Cardenas-Singh, Oliva said he had not
seen any officials from El Centro
Regional Medical Center around to
“figure this mess out.” He said he tried
to get the attention of a hospital staff
member inside the food court area,
where the clinic will take place, but no
other high-level officials were present.

That’s when the first-term council
member said he planned to bring up
what transpired Sunday at Tuesday’s
council meeting.

Several hours after the interview,
however, other members of the City
Council, some hospital board Trustees,
and ECRMC CEO Dr. Adolphe
Edward and others returned to the mall
to deal with some problems associated
with the Moderna vaccine on hand,
which was part of a recalled lot that
was replaced early Monday morning
by the county.

But hospital officials also arrived
to pass out the tickets for entry into the
clinic just after midnight, when the pre-
vious plan had been to hand out at 5
a.m. As a result, many of those in the
line did not have to stay all night after
all, Edward indicated in an email sent
Monday.

When the clinic got underway at 7,
all 600 doses were administered and
the clinic was over within three and
half hours, Edward stated.

Still, Oliva said city officials,
including himself, the fire chief, the
city manager, and others, had offered a
number of suggestions to ECRMC
administration regarding how to con-
duct the mass vaccination clinic, but
“all answers were no,” he said.

Oliva said on Sunday night that the
suggestions were made to have hospital
staff register people who showed up, so

when or if the numbers reached 600,
everybody could be told to go home,
which did end up happening to some
degree after all.

Meanwhile in Brawley, those try-
ing to save their spot in line Sunday
night parked their cars in a line outside
the entrance to the Gateway Church
parking lot on the corner of Highway
86 and Legion Road, and simply left.

Earlier in the day Sunday, Pioneers
spokesperson Karina Lopez said those
parked outside could be let into the
parking lot as early as 2 a.m. Monday,
but registration and tickets wouldn’t be
distributed until 5 a.m. 

Jose Luis Olmedo, a Brawley resi-
dent, executive director of Comite
Civico Del Valle, and a member of
county and state vaccine advisory com-
mittees, had been monitoring the situa-
tion in Brawley most of Sunday.

“Since Saturday, concerns among
senior advocates started pouring in. I
made these known to Imperial County
(Public) Health and also reached out to
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District.
I, along with other advocates, raised
concerns, and we are pleased how
PMHD promptly responded by work-
ing on the logistics and informing
everyone in their vehicle making line,”
Olmedo said on Sunday night. “Glad to
see empty vehicles and both city of
Brawley and PMHD accommodating
vehicles to take the place of people.”

“What’s most important is keeping
the vulnerable population, 65-plus,
safe with humane conditions,” Olmedo
added.

Public reaction to Sunday’s events
were harsh, but that wasn’t unexpected.
When details of the two clinics were
released to the public by the hospitals
late Friday afternoon, Jan. 15, via
social media many were skeptical and
critical, both from personal perspec-
tives and as senior advocates.

“Nine hundred vaccines on a first-
come, first-served basis appears to be a
survival-of-the-fittest approach. Most
senior citizens have primary-care
physicians. Were they included in the
decision-making process? What about
reasonable accommodation for the eld-
erly, frail, and disabled? We can and
must do better,” said Brawley resident
John Hernandez on Friday night.
Hernandez, a former state senior citi-
zens’ representative, now sits on the
Imperial County Area Agency on
Aging board.

El Centro resident Joy Ceasar, a
local education administrator with two
retired educator parents over 65, found
the set-up troubling as soon as it was
made public Friday. She posted to
social media later that night.

“Does anyone else have an issue
with … setting up COVID-19 vaccines
for the most fragile age group at a first-
come, first-served event? 600 people
over 65 in a large group … during a
stay-at home order? And the one in El
Centro requires you have to stand in
line. Does anyone else think this is a
horrible, dangerous idea?” Ceasar
wrote.

Social media, all around, from
Friday night through late Sunday, has
been alight with commentary over the
state of the two clinics, with the reac-
tions overwhelmingly negative. Most
of the criticism has been cast toward
the idea that so many of what are con-
sidered the most vulnerable among us
are the ones being forced into cattle-
like conditions.

“It is sad that in ‘the greatest coun-
try in the world’ our nation’s most vul-
nerable citizens have to wait in Black
Friday-style lines to receive a vaccine
that can spare their lives. Bureaucratic
red tape and politics have had dire neg-
ative implications in the distribution
process,” Noemi Esquer posted to the
Calexico Chronicle’s Facebook page.

“This is so wrong! How about the
elderly that can’t stand in line for any
amount of time. Elderly who can’t
spend the night because they are ‘the
elderly.’ It’s ridiculous and poorly man-
aged,” wrote Lupe Hamilton.

Earlier in the day Jan. 17, when the
mercury had topped 85 degrees, many
began to fear that the heat would over-
come some of the seniors arriving at
the mall.

“How sad. So badly managed.
Why not have them set an (appoint-
ment) instead of having them do this
with 80-plus degrees. Angry,” posted
Torres GL to the Chronicle’s page.

Calexico Chronicle staff arrived at
the mall just after 1 p.m. Sunday to
photograph the early arrivals and talk
to some of those waiting in line. One
person was interviewed before a jour-
nalist was asked to leave by a member
of El Centro Regional’s staff, citing
federal privacy regulations.

Before the journalist was asked to
leave, Imperial resident Juve Obeso
stepped aside to chat.

“I feel that people really wanted
this vaccine already, so yeah, they’re
going to do whatever it takes in order
to get the vaccine, so they’re willing to
wait under these conditions,” Obeso
said, referring to the unseasonably
warm weather that reached around 85
degrees.

Obeso, who had arrived only a half
hour before being interviewed, was
still upbeat about what was going on.

“It feels great that the vaccine is
finally coming to our people,” said
Obeso, who had arrived to stand in line
for his senior citizen father-in-law.
“We’re trying to help him out and
make the line for him in order to get the
vaccine in the morning.”

Photojournalist Camilo Garcia Jr.
contributed information to this story.

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources
Desert Research Extension Center director Jairo Diaz
counts and marks an experimental onion crops that will be
harvested in the coming weeks at the Holtville facility. |
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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