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CITY

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — � e Holtville City 
Council unanimously approved a pair 
of resolutions allowing the city to move 
forward with improvements to Orchard 
Road between the Alamo River Bridge and 
Fourth Street during its meeting Monday, 
Jan. 25.

In a separate action, the council also 
unanimously approved a resolution 
authorizing the city to apply for state parks 
grant funds to repair the Gene Layton 
Memorial Pool.

� e planned Orchard Road improve-
ment project totals about $414,000, with 
about $334,000 going toward a construc-
tion contract and a maximum of $80,000 
toward a resident engineering and con-
struction management contract. 

Council OKs
Orchard Rd. 
Upgrade Bid
Approves Pool 
Grant Request

See ORCHARD RD., PAGE 6

NEWS BRIEFS

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A trio of construction 
projects near the city’s downtown area are 
advancing as expected, with one nearing 
completion, one partially � nished, and one 
just getting underway.

� e future site of the new Sun Commu-
nity Federal Credit Union branch o�  ce 
at the southeast corner of Fi� h Street and 
Holt Avenue is awaiting grading.

� e credit union is expected to soon 
submit to the city its plans for the site’s 
grading, which suggests construction is 
imminent, City Manager Nick Wells said 
on Tuesday, Jan. 26.

� e planned building will be a 
1,609-square-foot single-story structure 
and include 10 parking spaces, a drive-
through ATM and retention basin.

Construction 
Projects Steadily 
Advancing

See BRIEFS, PAGE 3

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Lifelong Holtville res-
ident and U.S. Army and Korean War vet-
eran Jose “Jimmy” Castro died on Jan. 8 at 
the age of 91.

Castro and his seven brothers, all of 
whom also served in the Army, were well-
known veterans in the community and 
recognized for their 172 combined years 
of service.

Castro’s death was due to complications 
from COVID-19, his younger brother, 
Basilio Castro, said.

“All his brothers will miss him quite 
a bit,” Basilio Castro said. “He was a 
good man.”

� e elder Castro was born on Feb. 10, 
1929, and grew up near Calexico before 
moving with his growing family to Holt-
ville, where his parents Carlos Martinez 
Castro and Julia Valdez Montoya secured 
property on Haven Road.

Jimmy, as he was a� ectionately known, 
and his siblings worked as youngsters in 
the local produce � elds and in Central 
California and raised farm animals to 
auction o�  in the Valley.

He was dra� ed by the U.S. Army in 
December 1950. A� er basic training at 

Camp Roberts in Central California, Cas-
tro was deployed to Korea in June 1951, 
with the U.S. Army 7th Cavalry Regi-
ment, Basilio Castro said.

While in Korea, Jimmy Castro was a 
squad leader and was wounded multi-
ple times on Oct. 1, 1951. Initially, he 
sustained a gunshot wound in his le�  
shoulder from an enemy’s ri� e and hours 
later was injured by shrapnel from a 
mortar, which le�  him immobile, said 
Basilio Castro.

“One of his very close friends (Manuel 
Hernandez) crawled through the gun� re 
to rescue him,” Basilio said.

Once rescued, Jimmy Castro was evac-
uated to Japan by air and subsequently 
received a Purple Heart for his com-
bat-related injuries. A� er his recovery, 
he returned brie� y to Korea and then 
returned stateside in March 1952, his 
brother said.

Holtville Veteran Jose ‘Jimmy’ Castro Dies at 91
IN MEMORIUM

CASTRO

See CASTRO, PAGE 2

The Holtville City Council awarded $414,000 in 
construction-related bids on Monday night, Jan. 
25, tied to work on Orchard Road near the Alamo 
River Bridge. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

COVID-19

Customers enjoy the weather and have lunch at the Holtville Taco Shop on Tuesday, Jan. 26, a day after Imperial County and much of California 
were allowed to return to outdoors dining with the lifting of the state’s stay-at-home order by Gov. Gavin Newsom on Monday, Jan. 25. | CAMI-
LO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

MORE ON 
COVID-19

• HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 
READY TO RUN: Progams 
to resume on low-contact 
basis. SEE PAGE 4

• READY TO RE-OPEN: 
Businesses ready to re-
sume after governor lifts 
stay-at-home order. 
SEE PAGE 6

Schools maintain 
distance

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

In the days immediately following 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s announcement 
that California would be released from 
the expansive stay-at-home orders tied 
to COVID-related hospital capacity, 
changes on multiple fronts began to 
take shape.

For local businesses, some of those 

noticeable changes came in the way of 
the return of outdoor dining and the 
opening of hair and nail salons, among 
others.

High schools in the region set in mo-
tion their plans to start athletic com-
petition, with a return to the practice 
� elds, pools, and tracks.

One area that did not immediately 
change, however, was the status of most 
distance-learning models of school in-
struction. 

� e governor’s li� ing of the order al-
lows the county to return to the Purple 

Lifted Order Brings Changes

See SCHOOLS, PAGE 6
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Week of January 25th

Anxiety and Depression Disorders and Therapies
While anxiety and depression are not uncommon elements of an

adult life, the pandemic has put these conditions in the forefront of
many people’s day to day existence. Join us as Mariana Magaña

offers information on how to monitor, self-manage, and know when
to seek support for depression and anxiety. Sharpen those self-care

pencils and get ready to take notes!

Mariana Magaña, ACSW
Associate Clinical Social Worker

Psychiatric Social Worker II
Adult El Centro Anxiety and Depression Clinic

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 25 de enero

Trastornos de Ansiedad y Depresión y sus Terapias
Mientras la ansiedad y la depresión no son elementos poco comunes de la

vida de los adultos, la pandemia ha puesto estas condiciones en la vanguardia
de la vida diaria de muchas personas. Únase a nosotros mientras Mariana

Magaña ofrece información sobre como monitorear, auto gestionarse y saber
cuando buscar apoyo para la depresión y la ansiedad. ¡Afila esos lápices de

auto-cuidado y prepárate para tomar notas!

Mariana Magaña, ACSW
Asociada Registrada en Trabajo Social Clínico

Trabajadora Social Psiquiátrico
Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión para Adultos-El Centro

GILGARGILGAR

Bucs v. Chiefs Set for Feb. 7 Super Bowl LV

New River Restoration Bill
Introduced in Congress by

Vargas, Ruiz

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

A pair of California
Congressmen, including Imperial
County's representative, intro-
duced a bill meant to compel the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to clean up the long-pol-
luted New River.

The Imperial Valley's
Congressman, U.S. Rep. Juan
Vargas, D-Chula Vista, and
Congressional Hispanic Caucus
Chairman Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-
Palm Desert, have co-sponsored
the California New River
Restoration Act, which was intro-
duced on Monday, Jan. 25. 

The legislation would require
the EPA to establish the
California New River
Restoration Program, according
to a press release from Vargas'
office.

The severely polluted New
River is rife with discharges of
waste from domestic, agricultur-
al, and industrial sources in
Mexico and the Imperial Valley.
While progress has been made on
both sides of the border to
improve water quality through
the past few decades, there con-
tinues to be raw sewage spillage
into the New River.

Continued on page 8

Castro..................from page one

Although Jimmy Castro had
quit school at a relatively young
age to help provide for the large
family, he returned to Holtville
High School to earn his diploma
after being discharged from the
Army, Basilio said. While there,
he attracted the attention of his
classmates, who were a few years
younger than him.

"He used to get a kick out of
that," Basilio said.

Jimmy Castro also joined the
National Guard after he was dis-
charged from the Army and
worked for the Holtville Unified
School District as a bus driver and
assistant mechanic for more than
25 years, family said.

The elder Castro was a long-
time member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Disabled
American Veterans organizations
and was an avid parishioner of St.
Joseph's Catholic Church in
Holtville. He is survived by his
wife, Lidia; their four children,
Lidia, Dora, Mark, and James; as
well as several of his siblings and
their extended families.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, brothers Abundio,

Erasmo and Carlos, and sister
Urbana Vasquez.

Jimmy Castro and his seven
brothers, Abundio, Carlos, Juan,
Erasmo, Julio, Basilio and Arturo,
were recognized on April 25,
2005, by former U.S. Rep.
Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, for
their combined 172 years of serv-
ice to the armed forces.

On that date, Hunter had read
into the Congressional Record a
proclamation honoring the Castro
brothers and singling out Jimmy
and Abundio for the injuries they
received in combat. Abundio was
a veteran of World War II and the
Korean War who was wounded a
total of five times, the proclama-
tion stated.

"The Castro brothers, like
those on guard today, have made
the bold and courageous decision
to dedicate a part of their lives to
making our nation and the world a
safer place for all," Hunter stated
in his proclamation.

Mass and funeral services in
honor of Jimmy Castro are
planned but will be held privately,
Basilio Castro said.

The New River is shown as it flows north from Mexico into
Calexico at the U.S. border. The highly polluted river is the sub-
ject of a new bill introduced into Congress by U.S. Rep. Juan
Vargas, D-Chula Vista, and Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Palm Desert, that
would compel the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to estab-
lish the California New River Restoration Program. | KENNY
ROBERTSON PHOTO

County Approves Niland-area Wister Solar Project
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Another solar facility is on its
way to Imperial County.

The county Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously in
favor of the Wister Solar Energy
Facility Project, a 20-megawatt
solar energy project located three
miles north of Niland, following a
public hearing Tuesday, Jan. 26.

The project, which sits near
the East Highline Canal, is not in
the county's renewable energy
zone, but sits adjacent to it,
according to Planning Director
Jim Minnick. 

One difference with this proj-
ect is that it will not have people
on site during its operation, but
rather it will be monitored remote-
ly.

The project was proposed by
Orni 33 LLC, a subsidiary of
Ormat Technology. 

The project was not without its
critics at the public hearing. Kyle
Jones with Citizens for
Responsible Solar, said the envi-
ronmental impact review ignored
the presence of more than 50
species of animals, and it doesn't
appear the county took previous
comments into consideration.

Two representatives from local

unions also expressed concerns.
Danny Machain said there will be
significant environmental impact,
especially as the ground is dis-
turbed, and there is the possibility
of spreading Valley Fever. This is
especially of concern for those
who will be closest to the project,
the construction crews. 

Even the Imperial County
Sheriff's Office had concerns
about the project. The Sheriff's
Office had proposed a mitigation
measure of a $70,000 vehicle
being added to the final environ-
mental impact report as the
Sheriff's Office would have to
respond to calls if needed in the
area, Chief Deputy Robert
Benavidez said.

Although the project was
approved, the board recognized
the concerns presented, with two
board members even going so far
as to say if the project grows, then
the company should work more
with the Sheriff's Office to solve
these issues.

"Right now, as the project
stands, it's relatively small in a
very remote area, and it looks like
all the concerns have been
addressed by the EIR process,"
said Supervisor Ray Castillo, who
motioned to approve the project.

The project site is 600 acres,
but the project will only sit on
about 100 of those acres, accord-
ing to planning department staff.

A map shows Imperial County's renewable energy zone in
green, with the approved 600-acre Wister Solar Energy Facility
Project site represented by the red square, just outside the
zone. | COURTESY IMAGE



The city's Planning
Commission had approved the
design review application for the
new branch office on Oct. 5. The
credit union's Holtville branch is
currently housed in a leased
space at 439 E. Fifth St.

Raspados Cuchi's Almost
Ready

Nearby, at 574 Holt Ave., the
new 1,294-square-foot Raspados
Cuchi's is just about nearing
opening day. City officials are
awaiting word from the restau-
rant's owners for the city to con-
duct a final inspection before the
eatery can formally open for
business, Wells said.

"At this point we don't have
any official capacity, but we'll
know before they open," Wells
said.

The construction project
includes a pair of apartments
that are being built adjacent to
the restaurant building.
Preliminary site work began in
October 2019, with construction
having begun in February.  

A building variance was
sought and approved by the city
to allow for an alley between the
retail building and the apart-
ments next door, the city previ-
ously reported.

Fern Crossing Update
Not far away on Fourth

Street, between Holt and Fern
avenues, the 44-unit Fern
Crossing apartment complex is
rapidly advancing as well, with
one of its three three-story build-
ings nearing completion.

A temporary certificate of
occupancy is being requested for
that nearly completed building
to allow the developer, Pacific
West Communities Inc., to
establish a manager's office,
Wells said.

Though no residents are

expected to move in anytime
soon, the temporary certificate
of occupancy will allow some
office equipment to be moved in
for use, Wells said.

The project was initially
approved by the city in mid-
2018 and will house 1,618
square feet of ground-floor com-
mercial space. More recently its
developer was awarded state

subsidies to convert the mixed-
space development into farm-
worker housing and help offset
construction costs.

The transition to farmworker
housing stirred up concerns
among some city officials, who
had expressed a preference for
market-rate housing to bolster
the city's shortage of housing
stock.
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Briefs.............................from page one

The first of three three-story buildings as part of the 44-
unit Fern Crossing apartment complex on Fourth Street
between Holt and Fern avenues in Holtville is nearly fin-
ished. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

The future site of the new Sun Community Federal Credit
Union branch office at the southeast corner of Fifth Street
and Holt Avenue is awaiting grading. | CAMILO GARCIA
JR. PHOTO

Businesses Ready to
Resume After Lifting
of State Order 

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

The most obvious signs of
change after Gov. Newsom lifted
the state's stay-at-home order
Monday, Jan. 25, was the number
of people able to again dine out-
doors, as eateries all over the
county dusted off their chairs and
tables and welcomed back hungry
patrons. 

For some businesses it has
been a tough several weeks since
the order was put in place, yet it
has been tough all around during
this pandemic, even for those
merchants who could stay open on
a limited basis.  

Florists like Cynthia Derma of
Cynthia's Flower Connection
have been allowed to continue
operating with limited hours and
capacity because she is consid-
ered agriculture, but it hasn't been
easy.

"Sales are down," Derma said.
"We don't have the product going
out. Hopefully, our business will
start to recover soon."

The lifting of the order by the

governor because of improving
COVID conditions can start to
restore a sense of quasi-normality
for small business owners,
Imperial Valley Business
Recovery Task Force coordinator
Katie Luna said during an inter-
view Tuesday, Jan. 26. 

Now that the region is back on
a tiered system, Luna said, there
are goals the Valley can collec-
tively work toward so that the area
can move the economy to reopen-
ing completely.

"Businesses are ready and
have been ready to reopen," said
Luna, who is also executive direc-
tor of the Brawley Chamber of
Commerce. "Many of our local
mom and pop, small- to medium-
size businesses, have exhausted
all possible assistance and can't
hold on much longer. 

"These businesses are lifelines
for people to sustain life. It puts
food on the table and roofs over
heads," she continued. "These
businesses create jobs so that 

Continued on page 7

Imperial County to Forgive
$750K in COVID Business

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Imperial County officials are
looking to forgive about $750,000
in business loans, including 26
businesses each from Calexico
and El Centro, and one from
Holtville.

The county Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously to
support staff requests to forgive
COVID-19-related relief loans
through the Imperial County
Business Stabilization Lending
Program during its meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 26. A resolution to
that effect is set to go before the
board at a later meeting.

The loans, which started in
May 2020, were established at a
fixed 2 percent interest rate for
two years, according to County
Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas
Jr. If applicants were able to
demonstrate they had employees,
they might be eligible for a loan
forgiveness.

However, "due to the evident
fact that the region's economic
stability will take longer than
anticipated due to continued
impacts of COVID-19," Rouhotas
recommended the board consider
forgiving all 77 loans.

The funds for the loans were
derived from solar projects under
the Public Benefit Program. Most
of the loans were for $10,000,
though some were for less.

The loans were approved in
two phases, the first in May and
the second in September. In the
first phase, 47 applicants received
a total of $455,000, while in the
second phase, 30 applicants
received a total of $295,000.

Of the 77 businesses that
received loans, 46 were eligible
for loan forgiveness. The other 31
businesses were not eligible for
loan forgiveness as they were
either non-profit organizations
that rely on volunteers or sole pro-

prietors with no employees. The
board, though, gave direction to
forgive all the loans, including
those not eligible for forgiveness
due to the COVID-19 situation.

Board Thanks Mylo
Janitorial, Padre USA

In addition to the COVID-19-
related loans, the Board of
Supervisors at its Jan. 26 meeting
thanked a couple regional busi-
nesses for their donation of
COVID-related supplies.

The board voted to accept
donations from Mylo Janitorial
and Padre USA, and board Vice
Chairman Jesus Escobar pulled
the item for discussion as he said
he wanted to make sure to recog-
nize them in public session.

Mylo Janitorial Inc. and Padre
USA donated 14,400 bottles of
disinfectant to the county.

The companies made the
donation in their commitment to
the health and safety of their
employees, customers, building
occupants, and community,
according to the letter spelling out
the donation. 

"We understand the solemn
responsibility we have at this per-
ilous time to ensure essential
products including personal pro-
tection equipment and disinfec-
tants as well as the professional
janitorial and disinfection service
that we provide to many essential
industries and government agen-
cies in our community," according
to the letter. "As a way to express
our gratitude and responsibility as
key stakeholders during this
pressing moment, Mylo Janitorial
and Padre USA will donate one
truck load of bottled disinfectants
to the County of Imperial."

The board voted to accept the
donation and direct the County
Executive Officer to distribute the
products.

Patrons eat lunch outdoors at Denny's at the Imperial
Valley Mall in El Centro on Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 26, a
day after Gov. Gavin Newsom lifted the state's stay-at-
home order, allowing patio dining, among other types of
businesses, to resume operations. | CAMILO GARCIA
JR. PHOTO 

Imperial County: Linsey Dale Appointed as Registrar of Voters
Staff report
Imperial County Public

Information Officer Linsey Dale
has been appointed as the new
Registrar of Voters/Elections
Manager, announced County
Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas
Jr. in a press release on Tuesday
morning, Jan. 26.

The Registrar of Voters plans,
organizes, and oversees all oper-
ations and activities of the
department, including the regis-

tration of voters and conducting
all primary, general, and special
elections in the county, according
to the press release. 

Dale will assume her new
duties Friday, Jan. 29.

Dale joined the County
Executive Office in 2018 as pub-
lic information officer and
recently served on the Elections
Transition Team overseeing the 

Continued on page 7 LINSEY DALE
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High School Sports Ready to Run

BY MURRAY ANDERSON

It's game on for high school
athletes in the Imperial Valley in
the next couple weeks, at least on
a low-contact, limited basis.

When Gov. Gavin Newsom
canceled the statewide COVID
stay-at-home order tied to hospital
capacity on Monday, Jan. 25, it
gave the green light for high
schools to begin planning for
upcoming athletic seasons.

Based on the California
Department of Public Health
guidelines issued in December,
outdoor, low-contact sports can
begin while Imperial County is in
the COVID Purple Tier (wide-
spread/most high-risk). As coun-
ties improve their COVID num-

bers and move up in tiers, other
sports will be allowed to begin
practice and competition.

For local high schools, the first
two sports allowed in the Purple
Tier are cross country and swim-
ming, which also fall into the CIF-
San Diego Section's Season 1.
Plans are being made at local
schools to get those sports under
way, but with an extreme abun-
dance of caution.

"We will be starting our athlet-
ic programs in the next couple
weeks, it's just a matter of ironing
out some of the safety protocols
before we have a definite start
date," said C.J. Johnston, Holtville
High School's athletic director and
vice principal. "With the order lift-
ed, we can begin practicing with
the most low-risk sports, which for
us is cross country and swim-
ming."

Despite numerous attempts to
seek comment, Calexico Unified
School District officials did not
provide any information on how
the district is planning to resume
sports by this publication's dead-
line.

A Calexico Unified spokesper-
son said the district board was
having a special meeting on
Wednesday night, Jan. 27, to dis-
cuss this issue, among others.

Officials with Imperial
Unified and Central Union dis-
tricts were not immediately avail-
able for comment Wednesday
morning. 

Meanwhile, according to CIF-
SDS, start dates for the most low-
risk sports are Monday, Feb. 1, for
cross country and swimming, fol-
lowed by Feb. 8 for girls' golf and
Feb. 15 for boys' golf, track and
field, and boys', girls', and co-ed
tennis. While those are the pro-
posed dates, each school district
will set its own official date for
students to begin practice and
competition.

"I know some schools are real-
ly wanting to get going on Feb. 1,

but we are going to do everything
we can to make sure we have the
safety protocols in place before we
bring the kids back for practice,"
Johnston said. "As always, the
safety of our students, families,
faculty, and staff is our top priori-
ty."

Johnston said Holtville will
have a swim team even though the
city's Gene Layton Memorial Pool
is currently in disrepair and out of
service. Holtville High has
reached an agreement to use the
new El Centro Aquatic Center for
practices and meets. 

Back on Track
Gerardo Lara has been coach-

ing sports at Holtville High School
since the late 1970s and has spent
the last 25 years as the school's
cross country and track and field
head coach. With 40-plus years of
coaching under his belt, he said
this year will undoubtedly be the
strangest.

"I am cautiously excited to get
back out there," Lara said about
resuming his two sports within the
next three weeks. "It's going to be
a little bit unusual this season. I've
been having to rethink our rou-
tines and our entire training
regime."

Normally the cross-country
season runs in the fall, with track
and field occurring in the spring.
Now, with the two seasons almost
running concurrently, Lara said
he'll be extremely busy, but he's
happy the students will get a
chance to compete.

"We've got some great seniors,
and I'm happy they will get an
opportunity to compete," Lara said
about his upperclassmen, includ-
ing senior distance runner Alan
Jimenez.

Jimenez had his junior track
season taken away by COVID and
thought he was going to miss his
entire senior year of competition.

"I was expecting the worst. I
didn't think we'd get any sports or
competitions this year," the 17-

year-old Jimenez said. "So, I was
pretty excited when I heard that
we were going to start. I've been
training during the entire quaran-
tine and now I feel like it all has a
purpose."

Lara thinks Jimenez could
have been a top-10 state finisher
for his division this year in a "reg-
ular" cross country season. The
abbreviated season won't have any
section or state championships,
but that's fine with Jimenez as
long as he gets a chance to run and
show times that might draw inter-
ested colleges.

"It's always been in the back of
my mind that I could run at the
college level," Jimenez said. "My
times last year weren't at the col-
lege level, so now I get an oppor-
tunity to show how I've improved
and get some colleges to notice
me."

Season 1 Sports on the Shelf
CIF-SDS originally planned

for its Season 1 to include football,
girls' volleyball, cross country, and
competitive cheer. Once the coun-
ty reaches the point in which the
sport is within one tier level of the
assigned sport, practices can com-
mence.

Football and girls' volleyball
fall in Tier 3 (Orange) and could
begin practice once the county
moves from the Purple Tier to the
Red Tier. However, CIF-SDS has
mandated that Season 1 sports be
concluded by April 17, meaning
that for any competitions to occur,
Imperial County would have to
reach the Orange Tier, which is a
full two levels above where the
Valley sits today. 

Red Tier (Tier 2) sports, base-
ball and softball, have a start date
of March 13. As of now, practices
in these sports can begin while the
county is in the Purple Tier and
competitions can start once the
county reaches the Red Tier.

"We want to get the athletes
out there practicing as soon as we
can as long, as it's deemed safe to

do so," Johnston said. "Once we
get them out there, we'll put
together the other logistics and
safety protocols like hosting a
competition and safe travel proto-
cols to other venues."

An assumption that these early
sports would see increased partici-
pation due to students being stuck
at home for almost a year don't
seem to be panning out. Both
Johnston and Lara said the early

interest in the sports is about the
same level as previous years. 

"We did a survey among the
students as to which sports they
were interested in, and honestly,
we got about the same numbers
we get every year," Johnston said.
"We didn't get the survey turned in
by every student, but those who
did showed about the same inter-
est."

A Holtville High School
swimmer gets ready to
dive into the pool during
competition in a meet from
a previous season.
Swimming and cross coun-
try will be among the first
sports allowed to resume
in early February now that
the state's stay-at-home
order has been lifted. |
PHOTO COURTESY OF
CATHY PHILLIPS LARIOS An empty swimming hole

stands in disrepair at the
Gene Layton Memorial
Pool in Holtville. The City
Council on Monday, Jan.
25, agreed to seek state
park grant funds to help
renovate the pool. | CAMI-
LO GARCIA JR. PHOTO



BY LUKE PHILLIPS

LOS ANGELES - Mexicali
native Marco Vera, best known
locally as the founder of the
Mexicali Rose Media/Arts
Center, had a hand in bringing the
latest chapter of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe to life
through his work on the new
Disney Plus series,
"WandaVision."

"WandaVision" follows two
characters from Marvel's
Avengers films, Wanda "Scarlet
Witch" Maximoff and her
android partner Vision, as they
find themselves trapped in a
bizarre alternate reality that mir-
rors the tropes of TV sitcoms
through the ages. Vera's role in
the production involved editing
together an animated sequence
inspired by the intro to the 1960s
TV series "Bewitched," for the
second episode in the series. 

Vera was already a seasoned
content creator, having directed
several music videos and work-
ing on several documentaries and
on documentary-style promotion-
al content for big brands includ-
ing the guitar manufacturer
Fender and guitar string maker
Ernie Ball, but he didn't have
much experience working with
animation. He was laid off from
his job at Fender last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic but
recently went to work for the ani-
mation company Titmouse after
being recommended by a friend. 

"They actually hired me for a
video for (pop singer) Dua Lipa
called 'Hallucinate,'" he said.
"The work experience was really
good and after that they needed
somebody for 'WandaVision.' I
just hit the ground running, and
it's been really interesting and a
learning experience." 

Vera said that working with
animation as an editor is much
different than working with live-
action footage but that some of
his experience working in stop-
motion animation and other types
of frame-by-frame projects trans-
lated to his new job.

"To just kind of jump into this
world, it was really interesting,"
he said. "One of the big things is
the lip sync. You just have to
keep playing with that, adding a
frame here or there and different
things like that. They try to do a
lot of that in the animation
department, but sometimes
clients want a minute change and
you just kind of have to dive in
and solve it in editorial."

Although he wasn't a Marvel
fan before and hasn't seen many
of the MCU films, Vera said that
since working on the show, he's
become a big fan of
"WandaVision" and can't wait for
each episode to come out. 

"I really like this project," he
said. "I really like 'WandaVision'
because it's got so many different
interpretations and even the peo-
ple who are Marvel geeks, they're
baffled by what's going on and
why they're there."

Vera said that all the work he
does for Marvel is very secretive
and that he was required to sign a
non-disclosure agreement that

prevents him from talking about
what he's working on until after
the episode has been released. 

"Some of the stuff people are
working on, you don't exactly
know what it's for and the context
of it," he said. "And I think that's
super cool in the era of social
media to still have some secrecy." 

Vera was able to share that he
has also worked as an editor on a
stop-motion sequence in an
upcoming episode of
"WandaVision." The sequence
will be included in one of the
fake advertisements that run as
part of each episode of
"WandaVision" featuring made-
up products along with tons of
"Easter eggs" referencing Marvel
lore. 

"The ad that's coming up in
the future episode, we were all
wondering honestly how it fea-
tures into the story," he said. "We
could go on for hours with
hypotheses, because I think all of
the ads do have some sort of allu-
sion to other Marvel characters or
something that might happen in
the future." 

Vera said that before working
in the MCU he had "this misin-
terpretation that it's just all super-
heroes and capes and dudes in
costumes." 

"That's definitely not it," he
said. "It's a different world that
I've entered and it's really inter-
esting just because of the level of
detail and everything. They call it
the MCU and it truly is its own
universe. There's so much going
on. This is their first series for a
streaming platform and to start
with such a different format ...
this is perfect because it drives
somebody like me who wasn't
too aware of the universe into it,
and now I can't wait for the next
episode."

Vera studied film at San
Diego State University and grad-
uated in 2002 before going to
Mexico City and then to Los
Angeles to work various assistant
positions on film productions.
While working in Los Angeles,
he was inspired by the Echo Park
Film Center, a nonprofit organi-
zation that taught experimental
filmmaking techniques to the
youth of the community. Vera
thought the concept could fill a
need in Mexicali, which at the
time didn't have a fully devel-
oped film school.

In 2007, with assistance from
the Echo Park Film Center, Vera
founded the Mexicali Rose
Media/Arts Center, offering
workshops and access to equip-
ment, free of charge to students.
He had offered workshops at var-
ious places in Mexicali in the past
but was frustrated that talented
students were not able to contin-
ue their studies when the work-
shops ended. 

"We wanted a place where we
have continuity and where we
can be a community space where
kids can keep coming here," he
said. "The workshops started
expanding and people taught
people how to make shirts, how
to cut hair, whatever your craft
was, you were sharing it with
kids for free and it was freakin'
amazing." 

Eventually, the center
evolved into a popular gallery,
community library, film screen-
ing space, and even an online
radio station. Vera said he was
initially hesitant to turn the space
into a gallery because he didn't
want it to become a "party
space," but he eventually relented
because he saw a need for more
places to showcase youth arts in
the city. 

"I thought, 'let's just do it and
keep it low-key,'" he said. "But it
didn't stay low-key for long. By
the second art show, you could
tell - it was like a multi-genera-

tional thing with people showing
up with their kids."  

Vera said that after 12 years
in operation, Mexicali Rose "just
kind of ran out of money" and
closed its doors despite the
efforts of the community to keep
it open.

"We actually started a
Kickstarter campaign and people
did not want the place to shut
down and they just donated, and
that kept us going for like two
years," he said.

After he moved back to LA in
2015, a collective of people who
had formed around the center
took over Mexicali Rose with
Vera's blessing. They received a
grant to host a few more work-
shops, but eventually collective
members moved on to other
things, including successfully
fighting the proposed construc-

tion of a $1.5 billion brewing
operation in Mexicali. Activists
had vocally opposed the project
because it would use an estimated
1.8 billion gallons of local well
water every year. Constellation
Brands officially abandoned the
project in May 2020. 

"I think everybody just got
busy," Vera said. "Things
changed quite a bit in Mexicali
with a lot of stuff that happened
with the brewery and the peak of
the opposition to the brewery. I
think a lot of people's focus was
on like, 'OK, this isn't the time for
art, it's time for social change. I

just couldn't keep it open any-
more." 

Vera said that his parents,
who lived next door to Mexicali
Rose in Mexicali's oldest neigh-
borhood next to the border,
recently decided to move to El
Centro and to sell both buildings.

"If I wasn't going to use it,
they wanted to sell it," he said.
"So, they're in the process of
selling the space right now. It's
just a thing that ran its course
and it was beautiful. I still talk to
so many of those students, and
it's freakin' amazing, just the
legacy that it has."
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certain elementary school
grades under a waiver.

So long as the county
remains in the Purple Tier, some
of the larger local public school
districts have indicated that they
do not intend to resume in-per-
son instruction but may resume
some activities such as drive-
through award assemblies.

The Calexico Unified School
District has maintained for some
time that while the county
remains in the Purple Tier and is
experiencing high COVID-19
positivity rates it will maintain
its distance-learning model.

The district will consider
resuming in-person instruction
only when the county transitions
to the Red Tier, which corre-
sponds with a positivity rate
under 8 percent and a daily case
rate less than seven per 100,000,
Superintendent Carlos Gonzales
stated. 

In the meantime, the district
continues to work with the coun-
ty Public Health Department to
help determine what actions may
be allowed locally, he added in a
written statement on Tuesday,
Jan. 26.

"CUSD is updating their
COVID -19 Safety Plans and
Instructional plans, which
include a hybrid model, to meet
state requirements and be pre-
pared to resume classes when
allowed to safely do so,"
Gonzales stated. "Our focus will
continue to be on the health and
safety of staff, students, and the
community."

Those planned measures
include frequent COVID-19
testing for all staff and students,
with the state offering reduced-
cost testing; masks for all staff
and students, assisted by the
state's distribution of free surgi-
cal masks; and stricter health
and safety plans negotiated with
employee unions, Gonzales said.

As of the morning of
Wednesday, Jan. 27, the county
was experiencing a positivity
rate of 27.7 percent, according to
the county Public Health
Department's website. That fig-
ure was slightly down from the
previous day's rate of 28.76 per-
cent.

The county's case rate on
Jan. 27 also stood at 43.23 new
cases per day per 100,000 peo-
ple. 

The governor's decision to
lift the stay-at-home order on
Jan. 25 was prompted by state
public health officials' forecast
that the state's four-week projec-
tions for intensive-care-unit
capacity would rise above the 15
percent threshold. 

Previously created regions of
the state that had seen their
cumulative ICU capacity drop
below that 15 percent threshold
had stricter restrictions imposed,
including the operation of out-
door dining, and in the case of
elementary schools, a prohibi-
tion against in-person instruction
in the absence of a waiver.

Although ICU capacity for
the 11-county Southern

California Region, of which
Imperial is a part, remained at
zero percent on Monday when
Newsom made his announce-
ment, he said projections were
that Southern California would
have 33.3 percent ICU capacity
by Feb. 21, the highest of the
four previously locked-down
regions.

The governor's lifting of the
stay-at-home order will do little
to change the way the El Centro
Elementary School District is
currently providing its distance-
learning instruction,
Superintendent Jon LeDoux stat-
ed.

However, the district is con-
sidering resuming drive-through
awards assemblies that allowed
students and their parents to pick
up certificates and awards in a
celebratory fashion. Those activ-
ities were suspended on Dec. 6
after the stay-at-home order was
implemented, LeDoux added in
a Jan. 26 written statement.

"We may also resume one or
two small groups of special
needs students - cohorts of five
to seven students attending on
campus for parts of the school
week to receive in-person learn-
ing," LeDoux stated. "This was
in place prior to the governor's
initial stay-at-home order and
may, if county health conditions
allow, resume in the next few
weeks."

The actions the district has
taken to date have been guided
by a review of local COVID-
related health trends and when
positivity rates have risen, it has
tended to scale back its opera-
tions.

"Our schools are not yet
ready to be reopened, but our
hope is that will change very
quickly in the next few months,"
LeDoux said. "It really depends

on the people in our county tak-
ing the pandemic seriously and
taking steps to ensure the spread
is slowed."

For the Central Union High
School District, the governor's
latest action does nothing to
modify its instruction plans,
Superintendent Ward Andrus
stated in a Jan. 26 email.

Unlike the state guidelines
that permit kindergarten through
sixth grade to resume in-person
instruction under certain condi-
tions, the state's middle and high
schools are not extended such
provisions. Which means the
CUHSD is prohibited from
resuming in-person instruction
at its campuses until the county
moves into the Red Tier, Andrus
said.

Since September, the district
has been operating a small learn-
ing pod at Southwest High for
eight to 12 students who needed
additional support. In January,
those services were expanded
with two more pods at Central
Union High, Andrus added.  

"We are working on an addi-
tional group at Southwest and
one for students with disabilities
in the coming weeks," he stated. 

Similarly, the Imperial
Unified School District is await-
ing the county to move into a
less-restrictive tier before it con-
siders resuming in-person
instruction on a large scale,
Superintendent Bryan
Thomason stated in an email on
Jan. 25. 

Imperial Unified is currently
conducting assessments in per-
son and has a target date of
Monday, Feb. 1, to restart
cohorts for special education,
intervention, and limited sports
conditioning in person,
Thomason said.

BY MIRANDA
MONTENEGRO

I cannot help it. Several times
a day, I am plopped in a crowded
cocktail party in a Midtown pent-
house (preferably, mine). Stan

Getz plays softly in the back-
ground. The Empire State
Building winks at me from afar.
Merlot (or something fancy-
sounding) is the choice of the
hour.

Academics, artists, and doc-
tors (free checkups, anyone?)
alike are furiously arguing about
who knows what. I am huddled in
the corner with my La Croix,
deep in conversation with several
partygoers, including but not lim-
ited to, Slim Aarons and Dax
Shepard (go with it). We are
already on the main course (and
the dessert if I say so myself):
film. 

Of course, there are a lot of

“You’ve obviously seen ______,
right?” inquiries, which is an
opportunity for everyone to shout
out various movie titles from the
’40s and ’50s, beckoning a time
where movies were “pictures.” 

A crowd slowly gathers
around us as the discussion
ranges from the pretentious to the
well-meaning. Nevertheless, this
is my fantasy and I impress
everyone with my “vast knowl-
edge and insight.” In my rather
peculiar dream, I get the last
word in — and no one is ever dis-
appointed with my selections.
Enjoy my musings disguised as
rave film reviews:

“Hey, I heard … is getting
Oscar buzz."

“One Night in Miami …”
(Regina King, 2020)

Prime Video
I love the sound of “directed

and produced by Regina King.”
Based on Kemp Powers’ stage
play of the same name, the char-
acter-driven drama follows

Malcolm X (Kingsley Ben-Adir),
Cassius Clay (Eli Goree), Sam
Cooke (Leslie Odom Jr.), and Jim
Brown (Aldis Hodge) as they
meet up at the segregated
Hampton House shortly after
Clay’s defeat of Sonny Liston on
Feb. 25, 1964. “One Night” isn’t
a romp — it’s 100 percent a slow
(but satisfying) burn. The film
mostly takes place in Malcolm
X’s hotel room as the four influ-

ential Black men not only
acknowledge and debate about
their power and role in the fight
against racial injustice, but even
address the division among
African-Americans. Powers’
adapted screenplay doesn’t hold
back on emphasizing the big pic-
ture: skin is political.

“… is underrated.”

Continued on page 8

‘Cocktail Party’ Sets Up First Slate of Reviews
(Editor’s note: This is the first installment in a new column reviewing films that can be found on the various online steaming services now available.) 

A scene from the 1952 movie, “Singin’ in the Rain,” is shown.
COURTESY PHOTO

Miranda Montenegro
COURTESY PHOTO

Stream n’ Chill:
Holtville Tribune Thursday, January 28, 2021 PAGE 6

Construction is expected to
start sometime in the next 30 days
and last about six to eight weeks,
City Manager Nick Wells said on
Tuesday, Jan. 26.

During its meeting, the coun-
cil approved the lowest respon-
sive construction bid of $334,679
from Heber-based Pyramid
Construction. The bid was one of
five submitted to the city as part
of its previous request for propos-
als.

The $80,000 construction
management contract was award-
ed to Yuma-based Niklaus
Engineering. Its bid was one of
three the city had received in
response to its previous request
for proposals, Wells told the coun-
cil.

A total of $448,000 was made
available for the roadway
improvements. Of those funds,
$396,000 came from the federal
Surface Transportation Block
Grant (formerly the Regional
Surface Transportation Program),
and the California State-Local
Partnership Program. 

The city also contributed a
match of $52,000 from its Local
Transportation Authority fund for
the project's overall costs.

A protest letter regarding the
construction contract was
received and reviewed by City
Attorney Steven Walker, who rec-
ommended the city deny the
protest, citing its inconsequential
concerns and the fact that those
concerns were ultimately
addressed by Pyramid
Construction, the resolution stat-
ed.

The project aims to rehabili-
tate about 567 feet of Orchard
Road, which serves as the city's
sole point of access from the
south.

City Eyes Pool Renovation
During its Jan. 26 meeting, the

council also authorized the city to
apply for some $178,000 that the
city is eligible for under the state's
Proposition 68 parks grant pro-
gram.

The funding is available
through the California
Department of Parks and
Recreation's Per Capita Program
and requires a 25 percent match.

After the state funds become
secured, the council will still be
required to authorize the expendi-
ture of the city's 25 percent match-
ing fund at some future date,
Wells said. The match is projected
to range from $45,000 to $65,000,
the resolution's staff report stated.

In the meantime, the city will
attempt to identify a potential
source of that 25 percent match
and is considering requesting
assistance from the Imperial
Irrigation District, the county, or
local civic organizations.  

"There might be some other
sources where we can offset some
of that match," Wells said.

Mayor Mike Goodsell also
suggested approaching the
Holtville Unified School District
for potential financial assistance,
since the district has frequently
used the pool in the past.

The more than 60-year-old
pool's potential refurbishment has
been discussed by city officials
for several years, prompting the
city to solicit project bids last
year. 

"Citing significant degrada-
tion to the structure, the surround-
ing deck and potential problems
with the plumbing, multiple
quotes were received ranging
from approximately $175,000 to
$250,000," the resolution's staff
report stated.

Holtville's water tower can be seen in the background,
with a damaged section of Orchard Road shown in the
foreground. The Holtville City Council awarded $414,000
in construction-related bids on Monday night, Jan. 25, for
work on Orchard Road, the city's main access point from
the south. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Orchard Road.......from page one

School................................from page one



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-12
The following person is conducting
business as:
LA Computers
245 Hernandez St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
PO Box 147
Calexico, CA 92232
Full Name of Registrant:
Andres J. Beltran
245 Hernandez St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious

Business Name(s) listed above on
.January 1, 2021.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Andres J. Beltran, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: January 11,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
January 10, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6045
Publish: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2021
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Eula Dolores Emery a/k/a/ Dolores
Emery
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000844
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Eula
Dolores Emery a/k/a/ Dolores
Emery
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Robert Emery in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Robert Emery be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested

persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: March 5, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charles G. Johnson and Vance B.
McAlister
Ewing, Johnson & Graves, PLC
636 State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-6371
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
01/15/2021 at 11:08:43 AM
By: Irma De la Rosa, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6446 
Publish: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000848
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Haskell
Vanclee Jacobs, Jr., aka Haskell V.
Jacobs Jr., aka Haskell Jacobs, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: February 5, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed:
January 18, 2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the COurt
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6448 
Publish: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 2021

HELP WANTED
Truck driver operating belly dump and end dump, apply
at 1610 East Main Street, Brawley.

CLASSIFIED AD

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-721
The following person is conducting
business as:
Towers Enterprises
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Daniel Tejeda Torres
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced  to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Daniel Tejeda Torres,

Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December 29,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 28, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 9007
Publish: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2021

Businesses..........from page three

can have income to eat and
live. Businesses are foundational
to the sustainment of life."

She still advises people to be
careful, however. 

"We need all businesses to
protect their employees and their
consumers to the best of their abil-
ity," Luna said. "If we want to
beat COVID and get this under
control, we need to all do our part.
It's up to us.

"Now that we have businesses
reopening, we don't want them to
close again," she added.

Calexico City Council mem-
ber Camilo Garcia is also pleased
to see the reopening of businesses
that come with the lifting of the
state's stay-at-home order, espe-
cially in the Calexico area.

"It will be a positive. We real-
ly need to help our businesses,
and I know they have been closed,
especially the restaurants."

The ability to have some out-
side dining will be a great boost
for the area's economy and the
resident's mindsets, he said.

"Hopefully, we can go back to
some type of normalcy," Garcia
added. "We need that. We need
that a lot."

It will not only help restau-
rants, but also barber shops, and
maybe gyms in Calexico. 

"All of those services are real-
ly badly needed," Garcia said.
"Just being able to get a haircut,
go to the salon. … It does a lot,
not only to the economic side but
also to the psyche of people hav-
ing the opportunity to go out and
do that."

All of this, though, must be
done with the current protocols in
place, he added. People still need
to wear face coverings and
observe social distance. None of
that has changed. 

"It's going to depend on us
being responsible, following
guidelines, so we can be taking
care of ourselves," Garcia said.
"It's going to be up to all of us. It's
not by any means a 'get back to
normal' thing.

"We're going to keep moving
in the right direction as long as we
keep following the protocols in
place," Garcia said.

A listing of businesses able to
reopen can be found at
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-econ-
omy/

Diners have a late lunch outside at Olive Garden at the Imperial
Valley Mall in El Centro on Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 26, a day
after Gov. Gavin Newsom lifted the state's stay-at-home order,
allowing outdoor dining, among other types of businesses, to
resume operations. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO 

Dale..................................from page three
November 2020 General Election.
She formerly served as the execu-
tive director of the Imperial
County Farm Bureau. 

"We are looking forward to
working with Mrs. Dale in this
new capacity and are confident
that her communication and man-
agement skills will help to
increase the quality and accessi-
bility of the services the Elections
Office currently provides to our
community," Imperial County
Board of Supervisors' Chairman
Michael W. Kelley stated in the
release.

An Imperial Valley native,
Dale earned her Bachelor of Arts
in Public Administration from San
Diego State University in 2005.
She currently serves on the Board

of Directors of the 45th District
Agricultural Association and is
adviser to the Junior Fair Board.

"I know that Mrs. Dale will be
bring her positive energy to a very
complex and busy office,"
Rouhotas stated in the release.
"Mrs. Dale has proven herself
throughout our current pandemic
to be a person that can maintain
clear vision and direction while
working under pressure. Her com-
bination of talent and thinking
outside of the box will transition
well into this office setting and
prepare us for more successes in
the future."

Upon her appointment, Ms.
Dale stated, "From my time vol-
unteering on local campaigns in
my 20s to my recent work on the

Elections Transition Team, I feel
that many roads have prepared me
for this position. I am ready to
lead the department to increased
efficiencies and administering
honest and transparent elections
for the people of Imperial
County."

Dale replaces Debra Porter,
who retired from the position in
December 2020. 

On Friday, when Dale transi-
tions over to the elections depart-
ment, the public information offi-
cer post will be taken on tem-
porarily by Intergovernmental
Relations Director Rebecca
Terrazas-Baxter, with the assis-
tance of Dale, until the position
can be filled, Terrazas-Baxter
said.



"We need to improve the effi-
ciency and cost-effectiveness of
existing conservation efforts by
facilitating the coordination of
federal and non-federal
resources," Vargas stated in his
release. "The California New
River Restoration Program cre-
ates opportunities for measurable
progress in restoring the New
River in Imperial Valley."

Once enacted, the program
would provide grants and techni-
cal assistance for the planning
and implementation of conserva-
tion strategies for the New River
and the surrounding region,
according to the release. 

The bill also requires the EPA
to consult with stakeholders, on
both sides of the border, during
the creation and implementation
of such programs. Additionally,
the EPA must provide grants and
technical assistance for coordinat-
ing restoration and protection
activities.  

Recently, the state has
stepped up and provided tens of
millions of dollars in funding that
is being used on projects now in
the late developmental stages by
the city of Calexico and its part-
ners. However, meaningful con-
tributions from the federal gov-
ernment have been lacking, and
Imperial County officials have
been critical of what they have
described as an absence of feder-
al responsibility. 

Movement toward fixing the
problem of the New River sounds
good, said Imperial County Board
of Supervisors Chairman Michael

Kelley, but there must be more
than studies done.

"Anything that anybody can
do in assisting Imperial County
with the New River is accepted
with open arms, but we need to do
something about the quality of
water that's entering the New
River," Kelley said. 

He added he hopes grant
funding becomes available for a
wastewater treatment facility to
help clean the drainage water that
makes up the New River.

The international waterway is
considered a drain in Mexicali but
is known as a river once it enters
the United States.

Kelley said he hopes that
there are more than studies appro-
priated in any funding with the
legislation, adding that the issue,
like the Salton Sea, too, has been
"studied to death."

"I hope it becomes the begin-
ning of building blocks so fund-
ing can become available for
those projects," he added.

The Salton Sea was also on
the mind of the other proponent
of the legislation, Dr. Ruiz.

"The New River is one of the
most polluted in the country, car-
rying toxins and chemicals from
our southern border into the
Salton Sea, jeopardizing the
health of residents who live and
work near the river," Ruiz stated.
"I'm proud to work with Rep.
Vargas to bring much needed
funding to restore the New River
and improve health outcomes for
my constituents and residents of
Imperial and Riverside Counties."
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“Maestra” (Catherine
Murphy, 2011)

Kanopy, Vimeo
An entrancing 32 minutes.

When Fidel Castro vowed to
eradicate illiteracy by launching
the 1961 Cuban Literacy
Campaign, approximately
250,000 volunteers were sent to
work one-on-one with families
all over the island. “Maestra”
highlights the young female
teachers, who broke ties with
the “previous society” dominat-
ed by machismo and taboos,
knowing fully well that educa-
tion equals freedom. I won’t
spoil the ending, but let’s just
say I was overcome with “aller-
gies” during the last interviews.

“Oh God! How mainstream.
I much prefer the lesser seen …”

“The Sugarland Express”
(Steven Spielberg, 1974)

HBO Max
Spielberg’s first theatrical

feature film is considered a
“Minor Spielberg” among
cinephiles. You know what that
means? Steven Spielberg is so
successful that if one of his
films doesn't 1) make one tril-
lion dollars at the box office or
2) pioneer some new filmmak-
ing technique or technology,
then it’s just “really good.” The
fractured family, a Spielberg
trademark, is the catalyst for
Lou Jean Poplin (Goldie Hawn)
to force her husband, Clovis
(William Atherton), to escape
from prison, hold Patrolman

Slide (Michael Sacks) hostage
and drive to Sugarland (along-
side 200 police cars). If you
have the time, watch this film
without the sound. Every single
frame is aces, thanks to famed
cinematographer Vilmos
Zsigmond.

“Am I the only one who is
mildly obsessed with …?”

“Point Break” (Kathryn
Bigelow, 1991)

HBO Max
The name is Utah. Johnny

Utah. FBI Agent Utah (Keanu
Reeves) befriends and eventual-
ly infiltrates a testosterone-filled
group of surfers led by the mes-
merizing Bodhi (Patrick
Swayze), who are suspected of
conducting a series of Southern
California bank robberies. If
you like gripping car and foot-
chase (and skydiving!)
sequences, which you do
because you’re a person who
knows a good time, then (cue
Stefon impression) this is the
movie for you. Be on the look-
out for that “totally awesome”
Anthony Kiedis cameo.

“I finally got around to see-
ing … ”

“Singin’ in the Rain”
(Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly,
1952)

HBO Max
As background dancer

Kathy (Debbie Reynolds) kisses
silent film star Don (Gene
Kelly) goodbye, she can’t help
but remark at the sudden down-

pour. Don giddily quips back:
“From where I stand, the sun is
shining all over the place.” Don
then dances and sings in the rain
to (you guessed it) “Singin’ in
the Rain.” Don’s friendly
embrace of the rain mirrors his
newfound optimism for the film
industry’s transition from silent
to sound motion pictures. A
massive industry overhaul, you
say? Sounds familiar. Laugh,
cry, smile and revel in the film’s
unabashed love for film.

It’s quite romantic, really. As
the conversation wanes, we all
have a Manhattan-like moment,
watching the sun loom over a
snippet of the Brooklyn Bridge.
But then, plop. I’m back in the
Groundhog Day remake (where
is the lie?). At least, the party
and my TV aren’t too far away
…

Miranda Montenegro is an
El Centro resident, a graduate
of Southwest High School, and
a March 2020 graduate of
University of California Los
Angeles with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English and concen-
tration in Film, Television and
Digital Media. Montenegro,
who has interned at Sony
Pictures Entertainment,
Montecito Picture
Company/Ghost Corps Inc.,
and Focus TV Network, has
written and directed a couple of
short films and is currently
applying to graduate film
school.
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