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HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — After Im-
perial County recently met the state 
threshold for COVID case rates, three 
elementary school districts have already 
submitted their safety plans to reopen 
and several more have preparations un-
derway, as it was announced students in 
transitional kinder through sixth grade 

can return to the classroom.
Holtville Unified School District, and 

Brawley’s Magnolia Union and Mul-
berry Elementary school districts have 
submitted their COVID Safety Plans to 
the Imperial County Public Health De-
partment and to the state, according to 
Public Health Director Janette Angulo.

County Public Health and the Impe-
rial County Office of Education jointly 

Holtville Among First Schools in County to Reopen?

See SCHOOLS, PAGE 8

EDUCATION

By MURRAY ANDERSON
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — High school ath-
letes will get their first chance to com-
pete in more than 11 months when 
the first cross-country meets are held 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, at Sunbeam Lake 
Park near Seeley.

Athletics came to a grinding halt 
in March 2020 when COVID-19 sent 
schools to an online-learning module. 
With all Imperial Valley high schools 
still in virtual classrooms, sports have 
been given the green light to resume 
in a heavily altered form.

Cross country is the first to get back 
to competition, and it was decided 
among the local schools and Imperial 
County Public Health Department to 
conduct all dual meets on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays at Sunbeam Lake Park 
with staggered start times. 

OFF & RUNNING:

First High 
School  

Sports Start 
Saturday at 

Sunbeam

Sunbeam Lake is shown at sunset in a 
picturesque scene from a few years ago by 
photographer Dennis Logue. On Saturday, 
Feb. 20, high school sports will return to 
competition for the first time in 11 months 
since the COVID-19 pandemic began when 
Imperial County cross-country teams gather 
for a dual meet hosted by Southwest High 
School in El Centro. | PHOTO COURTESY OF 
SUNBEAM LAKE RV RESORT

See SPORTS, PAGE 3

AGRICULTURE

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A local three-
year research project to determine 
whether drip-irrigation systems can 
help reduce the incidences of downy 
mildew in organic spinach is show-
ing “promising results.”

The groundbreaking study is being 
conducted at the University of Cal-
ifornia Cooperative Extension and 

led by Aliasghar Montazar, UCCE 
irrigation and water management 
adviser.

Downy mildew, a plant disease, is a 
major concern among spinach grow-
ers and often results from the use of 
sprinkler irrigation, which is used 
exclusively in spinach production, 
and which deposits water on the 
crop’s leaves and can lead to downy 
mildew if not managed properly, 
Montazar said.

In contrast, driplines deliver water 
directly to the crop’s roots, eliminat-
ing any contact that irrigation water 
may have with the spinach leaves, and 
thereby helping reduce instances of 
downy mildew, he said.

“This is the first time we’ve done 
this in California — in the world ac-
tually,” Montazar said as he excitedly 
gestured toward the UCCE’s experi-
mental beds of spinach on Feb. 12.

DEFEATING 
DOWNY 
MILDEW

New Research Shows Promise for Spinach Growers

Aliasghar Montazar, University of California Cooperative Extension irrigation and water management adviser, said the California Leafy Greens 
Research Board is excited about his preliminary research findings related to the use of drip irrigation on organic spinach at the UCCE center in 
Holtville. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

By MURRAY ANDERSON
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — If it’s 8 a.m. on a 
Wednesday or Saturday, the familiar 
sound of friendly banter and a ball hit-
ting a paddle can be heard at Ralph Sa-
maha Park.

Twice a week a group of senior citizens, 
mostly females but a few males occasion-
ally, take to the court for their regular ex-
ercise of pickleball, a sport that combines 
aspects of tennis, table tennis, and bad-
minton. It’s a sport that originated in the 
Pacific Northwest in 1965 and has gained 

popularity over the past decade.
“I love it. I didn’t think I would like 

it much because I’m not very athletic,” 
said 69-year-old Lola Telles, who took 
up the sport a year ago just prior to  
COVID shutting things down. “I could 
play all day. It’s really enjoyable, it’s so-
cial, it’s athletic, and it’s pretty competi-
tive as well.”

The group of Holtville residents range 
in age from the 60s into their 70s. The 
game lends itself to the older generation 
due to the smaller court than tennis.

KEEP IT MOVING:

Holtville Seniors Find Ways to Stay Active

Lola Telles, 69, 
returns a shot 
during a pick-
leball game 
in Holtville. 
Telles is part 
of a group of 
ladies who get 
together twice 
a week to play 
pickleball. 
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOSee SENIORS, PAGE 7

See SPINACH, PAGE 8

Pine School second graders enjoy 
creating art for the winter program in 
this December 2019 photo. Holtville 
Unified School District could be 
among the first school districts to 
return to in-person instruction after 
the Imperial County Public Health 
Department announced transitional 
kinder through sixth grades could 
return to classrooms. Holtville’s dis-
trict has already submitted its COVID 
Safety Plan to the county and state. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF PINE SCHOOL



BY LUKE PHILLIPS

Imperial Valley physicians
Dr. George Fareed and Dr. Brian
Tyson, both outspoken advocates
on the national stage for early
treatment for COVID-19, took
part in an online conference Feb.
11 along with several doctors
from around the country who
have controversial opinions on
issues related to COVID, such as
the efficacy of vaccines, wearing
masks, and practicing social dis-
tancing. 

Fareed and Tyson focused
their efforts on early-treatment
protocols using drugs such as
hydroxychloroquine and iver-
mectin. Fareed said that he and
Tyson had collectively treated
about 5,000 patients with these
techniques and had seen excep-
tionally good results in most
patients. 

“Our country — FDA, (Dr.
Anthony) Fauci, NIH, CDC —
has been inhumane in what
they’ve lacked in promoting
early treatment,” Fareed said.

“It’s truly a crime. It’s inhumane,
that’s all I can say.”

Fareed said that many of his
fellow practitioners in the
Imperial Valley “fell for” the
mainstream narrative, gave their
patients monoclonal antibodies
and sent them home. When they
took a turn for the worse, Fareed
said he was still able to help them
using the ivermectin protocol. 

“There are hundreds of arti-
cles showing that this is effec-
tive,” he said. “EUA (Emergency
Use Authorization by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration)
should have been easy to offer
and everyone should have been
encouraged to do what we’ve
been doing and won’t stop doing.
It just feels so gratifying to do
something when you know
you’re right.”

Tyson, who owns and prac-
tices at All Valley Urgent Care in

El Centro, has been featured on
the One American News network
in the past to explain his stance
on early-treatment protocols for
COVID-19. 

“The biggest thing I can say
is, we should take the same
approach that we take with any
disease process, treat early and
see what happens,” Tyson said.
“Then re-evaluate and see what
happens. That’s the approach we
take in every single disease
process from diabetes to heart
disease to urinary-tract infec-
tions, pneumonia, everything.”

Tyson said that he has
sourced early-intervention drugs
from a local pharmacist since the
beginning of the pandemic, even
though the treatments were con-
sidered controversial at the time. 

“Luckily for us, in our valley,
rural communities tend to stick
together and sometimes you can
form an alliance,” he said. “So,
we’ve made those alliances and
we’ve had those alliances the
whole time.” 

Of the 5,000 patients Fareed
and Tyson have treated, Tyson
said that only four have died and
those four had only partial treat-
ment or were cases where the
virus presented too late for the
drugs to help. 

“It was not anybody who pre-
sented early and got full treat-
ment,” he said. “Out of 5,000 in a
valley that is predominantly
Hispanic, overweight and diabet-
ic. That’s a lot of the population
that we deal with.”

Even without one of the most
common and most controversial
early-intervention drugs, hydrox-
ychloroquine, Tyson said that
COVID-19 patients should still
be using drugs such as albuterol,
receiving oxygen, hydration
through intravenous fluids and
vitamins D3 and C, which have
shown to be effective in prevent-
ing the virus. 

“We see all of these things
that are available and yet still
nobody wants to talk about even
that,” he said. “Even if hydroxy-
chloroquine didn’t work — say it
doesn’t work — there’s no harm
in giving it. We’re not looking at
the big picture as physicians,
right? Treat, observe, re-treat.
Tailored treatment, right? Isn’t
that what we do?” 

Tyson added that he believes
the National Institute of Health
and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention should be
held accountable for “malprac-
tice,” and he questioned the prac-
tice of isolating those with
COVID at home with their fami-
lies. 

“We’re isolating sick people

with non-sick people and then we
want to know why everybody in
the household gets sick,” he said.
“These are the policies that didn’t
make sense. I come from a very
commonsense background of
practicing medicine. If you do
something and it works, repeat it,
and see if you get the same result,
right? Isn't that what we're
taught? If you do something and
they get better, try it again and if
they get better, great. If not, let's
try something else. That's what
we do in medicine all the time.”

Local Doctors Take Part in National
COVID Conference
Call for use of early treatment protocols

Dr. Brain Tyson, owner and a
physician at the All Valley Urgent
Care center, also spoke at the con-
ference and said that he and Dr.
Fareed had treated nearly 5,000
patients for COVID-19 with nearly
all positive outcomes. VIDEO
CAPTURE 
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Week of February 8th

Attention Deficit Disorder in Children
(Originally aired on July 2015)

We all know kids who can’t sit still, who never seem to listen, who don’t 
follow instructions no matter how clearly you present them, or who blurt out
inappropriate comments at inappropriate times. Sometimes these children are

labeled as trouble makers, or criticized for being lazy and undisciplined.
However, they may have ADD/ADHD, a treatable mental health condition.
Tune in and learn more about the condition and how to best manage it in

childhood.

Pria Persuad, MD
Board Certified Psychiatrist

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 8 de febrero
Trastorno de Déficit de Atención en Adolescentes

(Originalmente transmitido en julio 2019)
Todos conocemos a jóvenes que no pueden quedarse quietos, que nunca pare-
cen escuchar, que no siguen instrucciones-sin importar que claramente se les
explique-o que hablan fuera de turno y a menudo con comentarios inapropia-

dos en momentos inapropiados. A veces estos niños son clasificados como
problemáticos, perezosos e indisciplinados. Sin embargo, pueden tener

ADD/ADHD, una condición de salud mental tratable. Sintonice y aprenda
más sobre la condición y como manejarla mejor en la niñez. 

Dalia Pesqueira, LMFT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia 

Matrimonial y Familiar Supervisora
Servicios para Adolescentes y Adultos Jóvenes-Calexico

Visit our website: holtvilletribune.com

GILGARGILGAR

Drilling Blue Angels Soar Overhead 

Dr. George Fareed was one of two
Imperial Valley doctors who par-
ticipated in an online conference
Feb. 11 to promote the idea of
using early-treatment protocols in
the battle against the COVID-19
pandemic.   VIDEO CAPTURE 

Imperial County Has 'A Bit to
Go' Before Red Tier, Doses Per
100K Rank Near Bottom 

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Imperial County still has fur-
ther to go before emerging from
the state's most-restrictive purple
tier but plunging coronavirus
case rates seemed to finally be
bearing fruit when it was
announced that in-person instruc-
tion could resume for some
grades.

Three public school districts
already have their COVID-19
Safety Plans to reopen being eyed
at the local and state levels,
including the 1,500-student
Holtville Unified School District,
said Janette Angulo, Imperial
County Public Health director.
The announcement came on
Wednesday, Feb. 17.

Although it is arguably some
of the best news the Imperial
Valley has seen in more than 11
months, it is but one area of
improvement and but one needle
being moved at this point.

"Our testing positivity and
health equity positivity rates are

both at 7.5 percent; both are with-
in the red tier metrics (5 to 8 per-
cent). The adjusted case rate per
100,000 (residents) is currently
18.4," Angulo stated in a message
on Feb. 17. "In order to meet the
red tier's case-rate metric, we
need to fall within the 4 to 7
(cases per 100,000 residents)
rate. 

"We've definitely improved
over the weeks, but we still have
a bit to go," Angulo stated.

The red tier, one up from
Imperial County's current wide-
spread purple status, is referred to
by the state as "substantial" in its
COVID case rates. Yet when the
county gets to red, it will be the
first time since the pandemic
started this region has been any-
where but firmly at the bottom of
such lists or designations for
virus spread in a community.

Only 360 active cases of
COVID were registered as of
Wednesday morning. Only 29
COVID-positive cases were
being treated in the county 

Continued on page 8
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BY JULIO MORALES

Imperial County District
Attorney Gilbert Otero disputed
allegations by a prominent detrac-
tor that his agency has not prose-
cuted the alleged murderer of El
Centro attorney Ann Marie
Zimmermann in a timely manner.

The accusations against the
DA’s Office were made by
Margaret Sauza, a close friend of
Zimmermann and the executive
director of the Sure Helpline Crisis
Center, a local nonprofit which
provides crisis intervention, refer-
rals, and resources, and advocates
for victims’ rights.

On Friday, Feb. 12, Sauza and
several of her supporters gathered
on Main Street outside the county
Administration Center building to
protest what they perceived to be
delays in the advancement of the
criminal case against defendant
Ioan Laurint.

On Monday, Feb. 15, Otero
pushed back against any accusa-
tion that the DA’s Office has been
shirking its duty. 

“Nothing could be further
from the truth,” Otero said in a
phone interview.

Sauza made her claims against
Otero in a nearly five-minute video
she livestreamed from the protest
and shared on her Facebook page. 

“The DA’s Office hasn’t done
anything,” Sauza said in the video.

“It’s not fair and it’s not right.”
Laurint remains in local cus-

tody awaiting trial on one count of
murder and is due back in court on
April 8. He was initially arrested in
March 2017 in connection to the
Feb. 17, 2017, fatal stabbing of
Zimmermann in an El Centro
motel room. 

Otero acknowledged that
Sauza, who advocates for domestic
violence and rape victims in her
capacity as Sure Helpline director,
has been accusing him of incompe-
tence and indifference for the past
few years.

Otero said he sympathized
with Sauza and Zimmermann’s
surviving family about the amount
of time that has elapsed since
Laurint’s initial court appearance
but indicated that his office would
not be swayed into unnecessary
action by unflattering public opin-
ion or media reports.

Instead, prosecutors remain
committed to presenting a strong
case in court and ensuring the
rights of the defendant are honored
as well, he said. 

“That’s where our arena is and
where we hope to prevail,” Otero
said. “We don’t try our cases in the
public’s eye.”

Laurint is accused of fatally
stabbing the 53-year-old
Zimmermann inside a Golden
West Motel room where both were
discovered by police conducting a
welfare check after Zimmermann
was reported missing, El Centro

police reported at the time. 
Laurint, who was 49 years old

at the time of the incident, was
subsequently hospitalized for
apparent stab wounds and later
arrested for the alleged murder at a
San Diego hospital where he was
recovering, El Centro police had
reported.

The case against Laurint has
proceeded at the pace it has
because of developments that have
largely been out of the agency’s
control, Otero said.

Initially, the criminal case was
paused while the county Superior
Court convened a separate civil
case in September 2018 at the
defense attorney’s request to deter-
mine if Laurint was competent to
stand trial. 

A month later, a jury deter-
mined that Laurint was indeed
competent to stand trial, after hear-
ing testimony from several mental
health professionals who had inter-
viewed him while he was in cus-
tody. 

Following the conclusion of
the civil court proceedings, the
resumption of the criminal case
was further slowed by the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic, Otero
said.

“It’s very difficult to try to rush
when we have no control over
what’s going on around us,” he
said.

Amid the pandemic, the court
has also struggled to convene jury
trials, and has had to pause for two

weeks on a couple separate occa-
sions after jurors or court person-
nel were required to quarantine in
response to a potential COVID-19
exposure, Otero said.

On Monday, Sauza said that
Zimmermann’s husband had pro-
vided Sauza with his blessing to
stage a protest of the murder case’s
perceived delays. Sauza further
stated that Zimmermann’s husband
had been experiencing difficulty in
getting updates about the case
from the DA’s Office in recent
months.

As a longtime local advocate
of sexual assault and rape victims,
Sauza has not been shy about her
low opinion of Otero’s profession-
alism and competency, often going
before local city councils and the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors to her voice her con-
cerns.

Aside from the perceived
delays in the Zimmermann case,

Sauza had additional criticism of
the DA’s Office’s handling of two
other alleged incidents of sexual
assault against women that she
said the agency had been slow to
investigate and prosecute.

“People are not getting jus-
tice,” Sauza said on Feb. 15.

In response to Sauza’s previ-
ous and renewed criticism of his
job, Otero clarified that prosecu-
tors have different standards that
determine whether charges will be
filed against an individual in com-
parison to the standards police
often rely on to make an arrest.

Prosecutors typically will
refrain from filing charges in the
absence of evidence that can prove
a person’s guilt beyond a reason-
able doubt, he said. 

“The average citizen is not
familiar with that,” Otero said.

Demonstrators gathered outside the county Administration Center
building on Friday, Feb. 12, to protest perceived delays in the criminal
case against defendant Ioan Laurint, who is accused of fatally stabbing El
Centro attorney Ann Marie Zimmermann in February 2017 in El Centro.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARGARET SAUZA

DA Otero Responds to Protest of
Handling of 2017 Murder Case

OTERO

BY JULIO MORALES

Part way through Josue
Donato’s much-anticipated first
trip to Sidewinder Skatepark on
Friday, Feb. 12, the 16-year-old
Calexico resident slightly injured
his ankle attempting to “drop in”
on a quarter pipe.

The mishap prompted Josue to
sit out much of his inaugural ses-
sion at the skatepark, though he
continued to wear a face mask to

help safeguard himself against any
potential exposure to COVID-19.

The mask also set Josue apart
from the two dozen or so people
who visited the park that after-
noon. Most, if not all, could be
observed without one, even
though the city of El Centro has
signage posted at the park’s
entrance advising parkgoers that
masks are required.

When told of the mask man-
date and the skatepark’s previous
temporary closure by the city

because of patrons’ reported fail-
ure to comply, Josue said he was
firmly in support of the city’s
actions. 

“It’s fine if the city closes it
down if they’re not wearing their
masks,” he said. “They should
wear the masks.”

Unlike its other open-air
parks, the city of El Centro is
treating Sidewinder Skatepark like
it’s one big concrete playground
and is therefore requiring the use
of masks, said Adriana Nava,
Community Services director.

And unlike most of the city’s
other open-air parks and play-
grounds, a majority of the
skatepark’s patrons have continu-
ously rebuffed the requirement,
she said.

“At other parks there has been
way more adherence to wearing
masks,” Nava said. “There’s a big
difference at the skatepark.”

In response to that apparent
defiance, the city temporarily
closed Sidewinder Skatepark from
Feb. 4 to Feb. 8. The closure had
been preceded by an unscheduled
visit Nava paid to the park on the
evening of Feb. 3 to observe
patrons’ mask-wearing habits.

That night, more than 100 kids
crowded into the park, which
appears to be attracting larger
numbers amid the pandemic, Nava

said. She approached just about
every group onsite and discovered
that a lot of the youths had a mask
in their possession but were not
wearing it.

Some responded that masks
weren’t needed since parkgoers
typically maintained an adequate
distance from their fellow skate-
boarding or bicycling peers. Other
kids, however, openly mocked the
mask mandate and gave no indica-
tion that they would comply, Nava
said.

Such steadfast refusal has now
forced the city to monitor the situ-
ation more closely and occasional-
ly dispatch police in response to
citizens’ complaints about patrons
not wearing masks. The park’s
hours of operation have also been
limited to 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily to
lessen the load on city staff. 

“Going into the skatepark to
tell kids to wear facemasks is not a
No. 1 priority,” Nava said. “The
more we continue to do this the
more we are going to close it.” 

Because of the unpredictable
nature of skateboarding and riding
BMX, masks can prove beneficial
in the event of a collision with
another rider, Nava said.

Seventeen-year-old El Centro
resident Pedro Morales said that
he and his friends were under the
impression that the park’s recent

closure was prompted by an injury
that a skateboarder had sustained
on Feb. 3 and which required the
services of an air ambulance.

Upon finding out that the clo-
sure was a result of many patrons’
refusal to wear masks, Pedro
acknowledged that he, too, hardly
ever wears a mask when visiting
the park on a near daily basis. 

In his case, the decision to not
wear a mask is more of a matter of
convenience than any desire to
thumb his uncovered nose at the
authorities.

“When I’m skating, it’s hard to
breathe, and since I have glasses,
they fog up,” Pedro said.

The pandemic is a serious
matter for Pedro, who said he
shares a household with his elder-
ly grandmother. Yet, he said he
didn’t think the skatepark posed a
potentially grave risk to its
patrons, especially not while peo-
ple are zipping around or even
when they remain stationary.

“There’s barely anyone sitting
down in big groups,” Pedro said.

And though Pedro and his half
dozen friends acknowledged they
did have masks in their pockets,
none bothered to put them on after
being made aware of the mask
mandate.

Continued on page 5

El Centro Warns of Skatepark Closures If Masks Not Worn

A teenage bicyclist runs the course at El Centro’s Sidewinder Skatepark
on Monday evening, Feb. 15. This youth, like many who were in atten-
dance on Feb. 15, were not wearing face masks despite a mandate by the
city of El Centro that facial coverings must be worn at all times. City offi-
cials have already closed the park once in response to riders and skaters
ignoring the mandate, and they are warning additional closures are
imminent. CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Sports.................from page one
On Saturday, Brawley

Union will run against Calexico
at 8 a.m., followed by Central
Union against Southwest at
9:30 a.m., and Holtville against
Palo Verde of Blythe at 11 a.m.
Imperial's cross-country team
has a bye on Feb. 20.

Along with the staggered
start times, other protocols will
be in place at the park to pre-
vent the possible spread of
COVID.

"There will be a designated
area for the buses to park and
the athletes will wait at the bus
before being given the clear-
ance to proceed to the warm-up
area, then wait at the warm-up
area before being cleared to
proceed to the course," said C.J.
Johnston, Holtville High
School's vice principal and ath-
letic director.

The normal course used at
Sunbeam Lake is being
widened to give runners more
room to pass and the schools
are being given a maximum of
10 boys and 10 girls to bring to
the event. There will be no jun-
ior varsity events planned.

"We are excited," said
Ruben Valenzuela, Southwest
High's athletic director. "It's
going to be good to have some
sports going on and get the kids

competing again."
Southwest will be the offi-

cial host of the dual meets with
the Eagles' coaching staff han-
dling the timing system for all
the races on Tuesdays and
Saturdays. 

Both Johnston and
Valenzuela said the protocols
will be evaluated on a weekly
basis and adjusted as needed
after consultation with the
county health department and
CIF-San Diego Section.

On Saturday, spectators will
not be allowed for the cross-
country meets, but Valenzuela
said they will be working with
the county health department to
devise a plan to space specta-
tors out along the 3.1-mile
course.

On Feb. 27, the cross-coun-
try dual meets have Southwest
against Brawley at 8 a.m., fol-
lowed by Calexico against
Central at 9:30 a.m., and
Holtville against Imperial at 11
a.m., all at Sunbeam Lake.

The first Tuesday races are
set for March 2. Central will
travel to Blythe to take on Palo
Verde, with Imperial running
against Calexico at 3 p.m. at
Sunbeam Lake, and Holtville
going against Southwest at 4:30
p.m. at Sunbeam.
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BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO 

BROWN

EL CENTRO - The inferno
that raged through the boarded-up
Mayan Hotel in downtown El
Centro on Feb. 13 smoldered
through the end of Monday, Feb.
15, when fire officials started to
piece together the chain of events
that might have caused the build-
ing with a troubled past to go up in
flames.

Arson is already suspected to
be the cause of the fire, whether
accidental or intentional, yet with
the interior of the building unsta-
ble, investigators were expected
to seek out any potential video
surveillance footage from sur-
rounding businesses during the
week that might give further clues
into the blaze's origin, El Centro
fire Battalion Chief Cedric Ceseña
said on Sunday night, Feb. 14.

"There were no services (elec-
tricity or gas) to the building and
no reason why the fire would have
started," said Ceseña, adding that
the Mayan at 595 W. State St. had
been closed for at least a couple of
years. "It would have to be an act
of carelessness, someone who
didn't put out a fire, or on pur-
pose."

Flame and smoke were report-
ed to the El Centro police and fire
dispatch center through multiple
911 calls at 11:18 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 13. By midnight, after a third
alarm had been sounded due to the
rapid advance of the flames, as
many as 31 firefighters and three
ladder trucks dousing the roof of
the three-story building were on
scene through the early-morning
hours to protect homes and nearby
businesses in the neighborhood. 

Ceseña said during an inter-

view Feb. 14 that there has been a
history of squatters breaking into
the sealed building and staying
there. In mid-December, a smaller
fire ignited in the former hotel-
turned-apartment complex that
saw El Centro crews rescue a
woman from inside.

Although firefighters were
never able to fully enter the build-
ing late Saturday night because
the heat, flames, and smoke were
too intense by the time the initial
crews arrived, it was not believed
anyone was in the building.

"There was no one around this
time telling us someone was
inside," Ceseña said, adding that
when El Centro fire arrived at the
Mayan in December for a smaller
fire, there was a transient telling
crews a woman was trapped with-
in.

It wasn't immediately clear
when the Mayan Hotel had last
been opened, yet according to pre-
vious media reports, the building
had been deemed unlivable by El
Centro code enforcement officers
for substandard conditions in
early 2018, and all of those resid-
ing in the units were forced out. 

Ceseña said attempts had been
made to reopen the facility by
ownership, and several months
ago, a security guard had been
posted in front of the building to
keep people away. However, he
said the guard had not been there
for some months.

At various times over the past
decade and more, the hotel has
been beset by bed-bug infesta-
tions, crime, drugs, and, at one
point, had numerous residents
under its roof who could be found
on the state's Megan's Law web-
site. The Mayan Hotel has long
had a reputation as a modern-day
flophouse.

The Aftermath and 
Ongoing Effort

Although the four walls of the
Mayan remained
standing on
Monday morn-
ing, Feb. 15, the
inside of the
building is basi-
cally a smolder-
ing heap, where
Ceseña said the
floors began to
"pancake" on top
of each other
early Sunday,
with fire trapped
between each
floor.

Still, he said
the Mayan was a
well-made build-
ing that will have
to be torn down
once the fire is
extinguished. A
single crew from
El Centro Fire
Department -
down from eight

departments total by midnight
Saturday - remained on site
through the end of the day

Monday.

Continued on page 8
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Arson Likely in El Centro's Mayan Inferno; Site Stands but Cracks

Three ladder trucks can be seen dumping thousands of gallons
of water per minute onto the roof of the burning Mayan Hotel in
downtown El Centro. A fire was reported at the vacant building
at 11:08 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13, and as many as 31 firefighters
from eight department arrived in El Centro at the height of the
three-alarm blaze to assist. | SCREEN CAPTURE FROM VIDEO
FOOTAGE COURTESY OF ANTHONY AGUILAR

Legal 9011 Publish: Feb. 11, 18, 25, Mar. 4, 2021
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Need to publish your Fictitious Business Name Statement, Order  To
Show Cause For Name Change, Summons or Probates?

Give Us A Call At
(760) 339-4899

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 9018
Publish: Feb. 18, 2021

Legal 9019
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-721
The following person is conducting
business as:
Towers Enterprises
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Daniel Tejeda Torres
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced  to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Daniel Tejeda Torres,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: December 29, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 28, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 9007
Publish: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED AD

C.H.A.R.L.E.E. Family Care, Inc is looking for a Mental Health
Therapist. Part time, Per Diem, BBS Associate or Licensed, wage
depends on experience, education and Licensure. Fax resume to 760-
353-6152, more information call Margie 760-427-8178.
2/11, 2/18, 2/25

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

RAMON AMBROCIO CAMPOS
CASE NO. EPR000861 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of
RAMON AMBROCIO CAMPOS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by APRIL AMBROCIO in
the Superior Court of California,
County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that APRIL AMBROCIO be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act with limited authority.
(This authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented
to the proposed action.) The inde-

pendent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the petition
and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows: 03/26/21
at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 located at 939
MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance
of letters to a general personal repre-
sentative, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and

legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
LESLIE E. RILEY - SBN
265987 VARNER & BRANDT
LLP
3237 E. GUASTI RD., SUITE
220
ONTARIO CA 91761
2/18, 2/25, 3/4/21
CNS-3441096#
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE
Legal 9012

Mayan Hotel..............from page five
erected by El Centro Public

Works Department.
Yet by 3 or 4 p.m., a heavy col-

umn of gray smoke was aggres-
sively rising from the south end of
the building, as the ladder truck
was again aloft, spraying a tight
stream of water onto the roof. The
acrid, bitter smell and taste of
smoke hung heavily over the
downtown and nearby neighbor-
hoods.

"Since last night (Sunday), the
remaining active areas have signif-
icantly decreased through the con-
tinued application of water from
the aerial (ladder). As a result,
smoke production as of this morn-
ing is minimal if not almost gone,"
Ceseña stated around noon
Monday.

"Structurally, all four interior
walls are intact, though some (are)
compromised … as cracks are
beginning to develop," he contin-
ued. "We have ceased applying
water since early this morning …
and are keeping the public from
the (potential) collapse zones."

Offense to Defense: That
Escalated Quickly

On its initial response to the
Mayan fire late Feb. 13, Ceseña
reported that two engine compa-
nies with a total of 11 El Centro
fire personnel arrived at the area of
Sixth and State streets to find visi-
ble smoke and flame streaming
from the building. 

Firefighters tried to enter the
building to search for occupants
and attack the fire itself, but the
heat and flames proved too intense
and crews retreated, after a second
alarm call for assistance had
already been sent at 11:13 p.m.

"That fire had some time to

develop (inside the building)
before we were called," Ceseña
said late Sunday night. "The
minute our crews got pushed back
by the fire … we moved from an
offensive position to a defensive
position, trying to contain the fire
and radiant heat from burning any-
thing (buildings or homes) around
it."

More personnel and more
equipment arrived in two waves,
with Holtville, Calexico, Imperial,
and Imperial County fire depart-
ments arriving about 15 minutes
after the second alarm. A third
alarm was sounded at 11:32 p.m.,
and Ceseña said it took additional
crews and engines from Naval Air
Facility El Centro, Brawley Fire
Department and Westmorland Fire
Department as long as a half hour
to arrive.

By midnight, he said there
were as many as 31 fire personnel
helping fight the blaze, which at
that point was a raging inferno
with flames shooting as high as 10
feet into the air above the roof.
Three ladder trucks - two north of
the structure on State Street and
one to the west on Sixth - with
nozzles positioned above the
building dumped thousands of gal-
lons of water per minute onto the
fire just to keep it under control,
Ceseña explained.

Efforts continued with this
intensity until around 2 a.m. Feb.
14, when Calexico fire crews were
released to return home, with the
remainder of the visiting depart-
ments leaving El Centro around 5
a.m., the battalion chief said.

No nearby homes or structures
sustained any real smoke or water
damage since the Mayan Hotel

stood a safe distance from other
structures, Ceseña reported,
adding that even the homes direct-
ly south are buffered by an alley.
However, during the height of the
blaze it was the intense radiant
heat that was a concern, which he
indicated can cause nearby build-
ings to catch fire. 

No fire personnel or anyone
else was reported injured by the
fire.

Throughout the ordeal, several
agencies assisted El Centro fire's
efforts, Ceseña reported, including
the American Red Cross, AMR
Ambulance, the Imperial Irrigation
District, Southern California Gas
Co., El Centro's code enforcement
division, El Centro Public Works,
and the city's Police Department. 

Any witnesses or individuals
with information related to this fire
can call 760-337-4530, according
to an El Centro fire press release.

Seniors..................from page one
"I was always kind of interest-

ed in tennis but never really stuck
to it," said 70-year-old Margie
Garcia, who rarely misses an
opportunity to play Pickleball. "I
didn't do any sports back in high
school, but Pickleball is easy to
play and easy to understand."

Pickleball, supposedly named
after one of the originator's dog,
"Pickles," is now played all over
the world through community
groups, physical education class-
es, YMCA, retirement communi-
ties, and more, according to pick-
leball.com. It is estimated that
there are more than 2 million peo-
ple playing pickleball in the
United States.

The group of Holtville regu-
lars were forced to stop their
twice-weekly games during the
height of COVID-19 but have
since returned to the court using
the necessary precautions.

"We had to stop for a while
when it got really bad in the
Valley," Garcia said. "Now we go
out and wear our masks, and we're
all real careful about the virus."

The game uses a court similar
to tennis, but scaled down; pad-
dles similar to table tennis, but
slightly larger; and a ball similar
to a whiffle ball, but a little bit
harder plastic. Scoring can only
be done by the person/team serv-
ing and the game goes to 11, but
the winner has to win by two
points.

"We go out there and exercise
and socialize and talk a little trash
to each other, but it's all in good
fun and we all have a good laugh,"
Telles said. "When you get old,
it's easy to sit on the couch and
watch TV and not do anything, so
I decided I needed to go do some-
thing and I've loved it from the
very beginning."

Garcia, who is the de facto
leader of the pickleball regulars,
said a pickleball "workshop" is
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb.
24, at the courts in Holtville. A
few higher-level players from
Yuma will be coming to lead the 8
a.m. workshop.

Body Movin': Calexico
Seniors Feel the Groove

CALEXICO - Senior citizens
here haven't let COVID slow
them down thanks to the Calexico
Recreation Department's virtual
Zumba, aerobics, and yoga class-
es. 

Zumba is offered through the
department's Facebook page via
Facebook Live at 4:30 p.m. every
Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday. Aerobics is offered
the same way at 8:30 a.m. every
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, and yoga is offered at 1
p.m. every Wednesday.

During pre-COVID times, the
classes were offered at the

Recreation Department, but the
instructors and class members
have had to adapt to virtual class-
es during the pandemic.

"With the pandemic, we had
to think how we could provide
services and some type of exer-
cise program for our residents,"
said Norma Gerardo, recreation
manager with the Calexico
Recreation Department. "Our res-
idents were avid participants of
our services and classes here at
the center and we knew this is
how they would connect with oth-
ers."

The social aspect of the class-
es was a big draw for dedicated
aerobics class member Rosita
Lee, 75, and committed Zumba
class participant Cristina Moreno,
56. With COVID, the classes
moved online but that hasn't
dampened their spirit when it
comes to exercise and health.

"It helps your soul and mind
and you have so much energy
after the class. It is so good for
your health," said Lee, who has
been taking instructor Claudia
Zamano's classes for five years.
"Taking the classes online of
course isn't the same, but we are
so grateful to the department for
providing that service. We have
the same instructor, and she is so
very special and that is what
makes the difference."

The classes are offered live
and also saved to the department's
Facebook page for an on-demand
library for those who can't make it
to the live classes. That feature
has been beneficial for those
wanting to take the class a second
time or at a different point in their
day.

"Zumba is really fun and gets
me going. I'm not the type to just
sit around. I've got to keep mov-
ing a lot and our instructor is the
type that is always on the move
also," said Moreno, who has been
a member of Erika Robledo's
Zumba class for almost three
years. "Sometimes I can't be with
her during the live class, but I'm
able to go to the page and do it
when I have the time later in the
day."

Gerardo said the aerobics and
Zumba classes were always some
of the most attended, pre-COVID,
because the participants can be
social and get their exercise at the
same time.

"Zumba has a lot of follow-
ers," Gerardo said. "Seniors love
to dance, and this is one of those
exercises where it's a workout and
it's exercise at the same time."

Those wanting more informa-
tion on the classes offered by the
Calexico Recreation Department
can visit www.calexicorecre-
ation.org, or call 760-768-2176.
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announced on Wednesday,
Feb. 17, that Imperial County had
reached the threshold to permit
elementary schools to reopen on
Friday, Feb. 12, according to a
Public Health press release. 

The adjusted case rate neces-
sary to allow the reopening of ele-
mentary schools is 25 cases of
COVID-19 per 100,000 residents,
and Imperial County is at 18.4,
according to the release. 

"The Imperial County Office
of Education remains committed
to guiding and supporting our
local districts in addressing the
impacts of COVID-19. The road
ahead for our schools will be chal-
lenging on many fronts long after
students have returned to campus.
We look forward to working
together to serve our students,
families, and community," stated
Dr. Todd Finnell, superintendent,
Imperial County Office of
Education, in the release.

Meanwhile, on Feb. 17,
preparations were underway in
other local districts to submit their
plans.

Imperial Unified School
District sent a letter to the dis-
trict's community on Wednesday
advising it that it is working with
staff on the planning and prepara-
tion for the reopening of its
schools.

"In the coming weeks, expect
to receive additional updates as
we advance through several
stages that will hopefully lead to
offering in-person instruction for
students in a hybrid model TK-6
as the county meets state metrics,"
according to the statement.

No tentative date has been set
for the potential resumption on in-
class instruction for TK-6, the dis-

trict reported. The resumption of
classes will be phased in, priori-
tizing TK and kindergarten stu-
dents in the initial phase.

The planned hybrid models
will likely meet four days a week
for an hour and a half to two hours
and will solely be for TK-6
grades.  

Currently, the district is per-
mitting cohorts of students on
campus for assessments, interven-
tion, special education, and cer-
tain sports allowed in the purple
tier. 

It is also employing health and
safety protocols that include a
temperature check and verbal
questionnaire related to COVID-
19 symptoms and exposure before
students and staff enter the bus or
campus. Additionally, while on
campus, all staff and students
must wear face coverings.

"Ionizers have been installed
in the ventilation systems of all
HVAC units that kill 99.99 per-
cent of all viruses including coro-
navirus in the air," according to
the district's letter.

Additional protocols include
the spacing of desks at least six
feet apart, the encouragement of
outside learning, classroom
cohorts of no more than 16
including staff, frequent hand
washing, hand sanitizer, and daily
disinfection of each classroom by
our custodial staff. A designated
COVID-19 isolation room has
also been set up at each campus in
the event a student or staff mem-
ber is showing symptoms. 

The district's COVID-19
Prevention Program is one of two
documents that schools are
required to complete prior to the
reopening of schools. The second
required document, a COVID-19
School Guidance Checklist, will
be finalized in the coming weeks,
the district reported.

Once the Safety Plan is final-
ized it will be submitted to the
county Public Health Department
and to the state for a review
process and become available on
the district's website. 

El Centro Elementary School
District Superintendent Jon

LeDoux on Wednesday expressed
hope that the county's current case
rate suggests "the worst is behind
us."

It currently does not have a
date for when it might reopen its
schools to students but is diligent-
ly working that goal, LeDoux
said.

He also disclosed that the dis-
trict is currently finalizing its
COVID-19 Safety Plan and plans
to submit it to both the state and
county Public Health departments
in the coming days.

"Meeting the health-based
threshold where schools can
reopen is exciting, but it is just
one factor that will allow our
schools to open," LeDoux said in
an email.

"While ECESD is working
towards reopening, we have sev-
eral ongoing concerns in areas
that we must address to ensure our
students can return in a safe envi-
ronment," LeDoux said. "This
includes addressing those con-
cerns that are out of the district's
hands, including addressing staff
and family concerns regarding
vaccines and the continued spread
of the virus in our community,
even at the current reduced level
of that spread."

For its part, the Brawley
Elementary School District has
completed its COVID Safety Plan
and is in the process of presenting
it to the district's bargaining units
and to a parent group for review,
Superintendent Richard
Rundhaug stated in an email
Wednesday, Feb. 17.

The BESD board will have an
opportunity to review and poten-
tially approve it during a special
meeting scheduled for Thursday,
Feb. 18, Rundhaug said.

In the meantime, the district
will continue to expand cohort
opportunities. 

"We are looking at other
opportunities, such as tutoring, to
provide in-person instruction in
the near future," Rundhaug said.
"We will work out necessary
agreements for in-person instruc-
tion in the near future with our
bargaining units."

The three-year study is now in its
final stages. Once concluded,
Montazar said he plans to publish
the findings in UCCE's and other
ag-related publications and make a
presentation at the annual
California Leafy Greens Research
Board state conference in March.
"Promising" Results 
The origins of the research project
date back a few years to a meeting
Montazar had with members of the
California Leafy Greens Research
Board, which had expressed con-
cerns to him about spinach downy
mildew causing substantial losses
in the crop's statewide yields.
He suggested to the board that drip
irrigation could be used in place of
sprinklers to potentially reduce
instances of the plant disease,
which is also a food safety concern
for growers. 
"They asked me if I had any idea to
resolve this issue and I came up
with this idea," said Montazar, who
has spent more than 18 years
researching irrigation manage-
ment, engineering, and structures
and has been assigned to the local
UCCE since 2017.
So far, his experimentation has
demonstrated that downy mildew
disease was four to five times less
prevalent in the experimental drip
irrigation-fed organic spinach beds
compared to the adjacent beds that
had used sprinkler irrigation.
"It's pretty significant," he said. 
Locally, about 8,000 to 10,000
acres of spinach is grown annually,
all of it using sprinkler irrigation,
Montazar said. Its relatively brief
growing and harvesting season is
in the fall and winter.
His research was conducted solely
on organic spinach, which does not
use synthetic fertilizers, pesticides,
or herbicides, and which presented
additional challenges because of its
sensitivity, he said. 
Nonetheless, a non-organic
spinach grower in Winterhaven has
already adopted the use of driplines
in their fields and has reported a
savings of about $150 per acre in
fertilizer, Montazar said. He fur-
ther explained that drip irrigation
has a proven track record of con-
serving water and fertilizer in com-
parison to sprinklers.
"The results we got from his field
is much, much better," he said,
referring to the grower's savings of
about $300 per acre in water and
fertilizer expenses.
Additionally, Montazar was suc-
cessfully able to germinate, for the
first time, the industry-standard 80-
inch-wide spinach beds with drip
irrigation, as opposed to the tradi-
tional use of sprinklers.
Though preliminary experiments
revealed that the dripline-irrigated
spinach beds produced 1.5 percent
less seedlings, the difference was
not that significant and could be

addressed easily enough with a
corresponding increase in the
amount of seeds planted.
"It's promising," he said, referring
to the study's overall results related
to plant disease control, germina-
tion, and fertilizer reduction.
"There are a lot of benefits."
Different Experimental
Configurations 
To find the optimal conditions for
dripline irrigation, Montazar and
his collaborators experimented
with a variety of configurations
over the course of the three-year
study, which began in the winter of
2018-2019.
After the initial planting season,
they eventually abandoned the use
of surface driplines, which pro-
duced less crop yield than the sub-
surface driplines, and which were
blown astray by strong winds
despite the use of stakes. 
Researchers also varied the num-
ber of driplines that were buried in
the raised spinach beds. Beds with
four subsurface driplines produced
yields 12 percent more than those
with three subsurface driplines,
while the sprinkler treatment
resulted in yields 13 percent higher
than the beds with four driplines,
Montazar wrote in a local UCCE
Ag Brief article in January 2019.
"However, we believe that this
yield gap can reduce through opti-
mal drip irrigation system design
and better irrigation and nutrient
management," he wrote.
The research is scheduled to con-
tinue in the Salinas Valley later this
year, where its sandy soil condi-
tions differ from the silty clay soil
found in the Valley, Montazar said.
The sandy conditions to the north
may likely require the use of four
subsurface driplines to achieve
optimal irrigation conditions, he
said.
California leads the nation in the
production of spinach, with most
of it grown in the Central Valley
and in the low desert of the
Imperial and Coachella valleys. 
Locally, spinach was listed last in
the county's top 10 ranking of com-
modities' overall gross value in the
2019 Agricultural Crop &
Livestock Report. That year, some
8,128 acres of spinach generated
about $57.9 million in gross value,
the report stated.
Encouragement for the Industry 
Though he admits additional
research and experimentation is
needed to further optimize his
study's findings, Montazar said the
preliminary results should be
encouraging to spinach growers, if
the initial industry feedback he has
gotten is any indication.
"The California Leafy Greens
Research Board is very excited
about the results," he said.
The California Leafy Greens
Research Board funded Montazar's

spinach research, and for the past
10 years has contributed about
$600,000 annually toward similar
research efforts across the state, its
website stated. 
Even so, the transition to drip irri-
gation may prove challenging for
some spinach growers because of
the capital and labor initially
required to purchase and install the
subsurface driplines, Montazar
said. 
That's why research such as his is
crucial, he said. It helps foster
additional collaborative opportuni-
ties between academia, the indus-
try, and government, which can
provide financial incentives for
growers that pursue additional
water, pesticide, and fertilizer con-
servation.
Toward that end, Montazar contin-
ues to work with dozens of com-
mercial growers in Imperial and
Riverside counties, where about 90
percent of his research into water
conservation and irrigation man-
agement is conducted.
A native of Iran and the son of a
farmer, Montazar said he was moti-
vated to study irrigation by the
childhood memories of a two-year
drought that took its toll on desert
farmers such as his father.
"When we want to encourage
growers to adopt a practice, we
need to know how valuable that
technology is," Montazar said. "We
need to bring that data to the table."

hospitals as of Tuesday, Feb.
16 - 16 at El Centro Regional
Medical Center and 13 in
Brawley's Pioneers Memorial
Hospital.

Meanwhile, getting Imperial
County residents vaccinated fast-
enough continues to be struggle.

Imperial County ranked 47th
among California's 58 counties in
terms of doses of the vaccine
administered per 100,000 resi-
dents, according to data from the
state Department of Public
Health collected by the Los
Angeles Times.

Imperial County had 18,008
doses administered as of Feb. 16,
which breaks down to 9,992.5
doses per 100,000 residents. By
comparison, nearby San Diego
County ranked 13th at 18,637.9
doses per 100,000 residents and
Riverside County ranked 37th at
13,247.8 per 100,000 residents.

There is about a 1,500-dose
discrepancy between the data the
state has and what Imperial
County Public Health is showing,
according to Angulo.

Although there was no

Imperial County Board of
Supervisors meeting on Feb. 16,
where Angulo usually updates
the week's vaccine numbers for
the public, she shared the latest
with data with the Calexico
Chronicle on Wednesday.

County Public Health's num-
bers show, as of Feb. 16, that
16,515 doses of vaccine have so
far been administered since Dec.
17.

"Yes, there are discrepancies
between state and local data.
Both the state and locals are
aware, and we're doing what we
can to reconcile that informa-
tion," Angulo stated.

Given that fact, Imperial
County would fall further down
the rung on the ranking among
California counties for doses
administered.

In total, Imperial County has
so far received 21,425 doses of
vaccine through Feb. 16 - 13,425
first doses and 8,000 second
doses. Of those total doses
administered (16,515), 12,540
have been first doses and 3,975
have been second doses, accord-
ing to Angulo's data.

Knowing what is coming and
when continues to be elusive for
all involved. There are now more
than 30 providers registered with
the state to administer the vaccine
and few outside county Public
Health, the hospitals and a select
few others have received any
allocations.

Angulo said Public Health
was to receive 1,000 first doses
this week and 1,475 second
doses. She had no information for
what is coming next week.
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