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Holtville Scales Back 2021 Carrot Festival Plans
By LUKE PHILLIPS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

T he annual Holtville Carrot 
Festival celebration was 
very nearly canceled this 

year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but when the governor’s 
stay-at-home order was lifted on 
Jan. 25, officials with the Holtville 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
city of Holtville came up with a 
plan to keep the celebration alive 
on a smaller scale. 

“We had pretty much settled 
that we weren’t going to do any-
thing, but then, two weeks ago, 
when the restrictions lifted, peo-
ple started asking, so we decided 
that we needed to do something,” 
Holtville Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Manager Rosie Alle-
granza said.

See MINI FEST, PAGE 6

A tractor full of beautifully arranged fresh produce, created by the team at Highline Cooling, makes its way down the parade route during a past 
Holtville Carrot Parade in this Holtville Tribune file photo. The unique float will once again be featured during this year’s smaller-scale event.  
LUKE PHILLIPS PHOTO

A Holtville  Fire 
Department 

fire truck car-
ries Holtville 
High School 

cheerleaders 
down the 

parade route 
during a past 

Carraot Parade 
in this Holtville 

Tribune file 
photo. The 

fire depart-
ment is set to 
participate in 
the upcoming 
“Carrot-van” 
mini parade 

on March 13. 
LUKE PHILLIPS 

PHOTO

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville City Coun-
cil unanimously approved a $3.3 million 
construction contract to bring its water 
treatment plant into compliance with state 
water-quality standards during its meeting 
Monday, Feb. 22.

In doing so, the city left open the possibil-
ity that it may incur a cost of about $286,000 
that remains to be funded by the California 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund, which 
has approved a $4.4 million grant for the 
overall improvement project. 

Of that total grant award, the city had ini-
tially budgeted slightly more than $3 million 
for the construction contract. 

Currently, the city is awaiting a response 
from State Revolving Fund officials regard-
ing the city’s request for additional grant 
monies but has been told that response could 
take up to four months to receive, Holtville 
City Manager Nick Wells said.

Wells further advised the council that 
were the city to wait four months for the 
state’s response, the project’s lowest respon-
sive bid would no longer be valid, requiring 
the project to go out to bid again, as well as 
likely prompt another State Revolving Fund 
request.

CITY

Council OKs 
Contract for 
Water Plant 

Upgrades

The sign to the entrance to the Holtville water 
treatment plant at 180 E. Fourth St. can be seen 
in the foreground as the city’s iconic water tow-
er looms in the background on Tuesday, Feb. 23.  
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

See WATER PLANT, PAGE 6

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville’s first COVID-19 vacci-
nation clinic was scheduled to take place on Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, and Friday, Feb. 26, when up to 100 doses 
were to be administered to individuals 65 years and 
older by the staff of Dr. Vincent Soun.

The clinic was organized as a two-day drive-
through event to take place in front of the Pine Av-

HEALTH

Holtville’s Dr. Soun to Host 
COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics

SOUNSee SOUN, PAGE 8

By RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The #MeToo movement hit home 
this week when a confrontation between a locally 
grown Instagram influencer and a patron of a well-
known watering hole and restaurant blew up on so-
cial media, casting a spotlight on what can only be 
described by hundreds of commenters as a culture 
of sexist behavior and preferential treatment.

LOCAL

#MeToo: Row at El Centro Restaurant 
Plays on Social Media

El Centro resident Trisha Atondo speaks to her then-
13,000 followers on her @beauty_bytrish Instagram 
account in a 58-minute video describing an incident 
in which she was verbally harassed during a confron-
tation on Saturday evening, Feb. 20, by a man she says 
was leering at her 23-year-old daughter. 
INSTAGRAM VIDEO IMAGESSee #METOO, PAGE 7
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By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — Imperial Valley 
College President and Superin-
tendent Martha Garcia said she 
has no intention of resigning 
despite recently being urged to 
do so by Imperial Community 
College District board Trustee 
Annette Gonzalez-Buttner.

Gonzalez-Buttner had de-
manded Garcia’s immediate 
resignation during the Feb. 17, 
district board meeting, where 
the former accused the latter of 
allegedly providing advice that, 
if followed, would have violated 
California’s open meeting laws.

Gonzalez-Buttner’s request 
came during the meeting’s public 
comment period and was made 
in her capacity as a communi-
ty member, not as a trustee, she 
said. Regardless, her request has 
since been dismissed by Garcia, 
who had refrained from provid-
ing any response during the Feb. 
17 meeting.

“I do not plan to resign,” Gar-
cia said in an email on Monday, 
Feb. 22.

The written statement that 
Gonzalez-Buttner read aloud 
during the Feb. 17 meeting al-
leged that Garcia had advised 
her to speak privately with IVC 
board President Mark Edney 
regarding Gonzalez-Buttner’s 
concerns with Edney’s alleged 
restriction of public comments 
during a previous board meet-
ing.

Her statement alleged that 
speaking privately with Edney 
about her concerns would have 

constituted a violation of the 
Brown Act, the state law that 
governs open meetings for pub-
licly elected bodies.

“(Garcia) should be held crim-
inally liable for asking me to vi-
olate the law and negotiate this 
item in private with Edney,” ac-
cording to Gonzalez-Buttner’s 
statement.

The latest flare up between 
Gonzalez-Buttner and IVC offi-
cials comes while she awaits the 
start of her criminal trial in the 
county Superior Court, where 
she is facing four felony charges 
alleging election fraud related to 
her 2017 candidacy for Imperi-
al County Board of Education 
trustee.

Gonzalez-Buttner, who cur-
rently serves as a county Board 
of Education trustee, is also fac-
ing pressure to resign from the 
county education board, after it 
approved a resolution in January 
that declared that simultaneous-
ly serving on the board as well as 
an Imperial Community College 
District trustee would be consid-
ered holding incompatible offic-
es.

Her concerns with certain IVC 
officials appear to have first aris-
en in January when the district 

board agenda included the first 
reading of a revised board policy 
that had amended how agenda 
items are developed and added 

to a board meeting’s agenda.
During that meeting, she ac-

cused Edney of violating the 
public’s right to provide pub-
lic comment in advance of the 
board’s discussion of an agenda 
item. Edney replied that it was 
the board’s longstanding policy 
to allow the public an oppor-
tunity to comment on all agen-
da items during the sole public 
comment period that is sched-
uled at the start of each meeting, 
instead of in advance of each re-
spective agenda item.

Gonzalez-Buttner continued 
to contest the practice and Ed-
ney’s explanation, even after the 
college district’s legal counsel, 
Joseph Sanchez, clarified that 
the practice was legal and not 
uncommon with other publicly 
elected bodies.

“There is nothing in the Brown 
Act … that requires that the pub-
lic be able to comment when the 
item is being heard,” Sanchez said 
during the board’s Jan. 20 regular 
meeting. “It only requires that an 
opportunity be given before any 
of the items are heard.”

In response to the allegations 
Gonzalez-Buttner made during 
the Feb. 17 meeting, Garcia dis-
puted Gonzalez-Buttner’s claim 
that the state’s laws regulating 
public bodies’ open meetings 
prohibited two board members 
from having a private discussion 
about a matter before the board.

Such conversations can take 
legally place so long as they do 
not involve a majority of the 
publicly elected body, which in 
the case of IVC’s seven-member 
board would be four trustees, 
Garcia said in an email on Fri-
day, Feb. 19.  

“When Ms. Gonzalez-Buttner 
indicated she had concerns about 
the board policies that would be 
acted on, I recommended that 
she discuss that with the Board 
President,” Garcia stated. “I nev-
er suggested, directed or implied, 
in any way that Trustee Gonza-
lez-Buttner was to attempt to try 
and discuss or reach a consensus 
on any topic with a majority of 
the Board.” 

The written statement that 
Gonzalez-Buttner read aloud 
during the Feb. 17 meeting fur-
ther accused Garcia of spending 
the district’s funds unnecessari-
ly on the legal consideration of 
board policy that should’ve been 

discussed during the board’s 
closed session instead. 

That legal evaluation had con-
cerned the board’s practice of 
scheduling just one unified pub-
lic comment period during reg-
ular board meetings instead of 
allowing public comment prior 
to each agenda item.

“Garcia did not agendize this 
item for Closed Session consid-
eration where her supposed at-
torney replies could be reviewed 
by all Board members under the 
protection of anticipated litiga-
tion,” Gonzalez-Buttner’s Feb. 17 
statement said.

In her written response, Gar-
cia stated that board members’ 
concerns related to board pol-
icies are supposed to be made 
public during the meeting’s open 
session, when that item is called. 

“There are only very specific 
types of items that are allowed 
the confidentiality of closed 
session,” Garcia said. “Approv-
ing new protocols or policies of 
the Board are not one of those 
items.” 

Gonzalez-Buttner is scheduled 
to return to court on March 29 
for a readiness conference that 
will precede the likely start of 
jury selection the following day.

She was initially charged in 
February 2019, and is alleged to 
have established her permanent 
residence, or “domicile,” in Santa 
Clara County in mid-2014 and 
of not living at the Calexico ad-
dress she provided in her 2017 
candidacy filings for the Board 
of Education trustee seat. She 
has denied all charges to date.   

Those charges include two 
counts of perjury, a count of 
grand theft, and a count of filing 
a falsified candidacy declaration.

The Imperial County Office of 
Education is currently seeking 
legal guidance from the state At-
torney General’s Office to deter-
mine if the county Board of Ed-
ucation and IVC trustee seats are 
incompatible, as defined by state 
Education Code.

The ICOE is also seeking an 
opinion from the state AG’s Of-
fice to determine whether the 
Imperial County Office of Edu-
cation can move forward with a 
potential civil lawsuit in Superi-
or Court that would seek to have 
Gonzalez-Buttner removed from 
the county education board seat 
by an order of the court.
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IVC Policy Riff Leads to Call for 
Superintendent Garcia’s Resignation

EDUCATION

Imperial Valley College President and Superintendent Martha Garcia (right) said she has no intention of resigning despite 
recently being urged to do so by Imperial Community College District board Trustee Annette Gonzalez-Buttner (left) during a 
district board meeting on Feb. 17. | FILE IMAGE GRAPHIC

Week of Feb. 22

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID
(originally aired in May of 2019)

The Youth Mental Health First Aid program is an interactive 
training that introduces participants, to risk factors and warn-
ings signs of mental health problems. This training is designed 

to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, 
school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services 

workers, and other caring citizens how to help an adolescents 
(age 12 18) who are experiencing a mental health or addic-

tions challenges or are in crisis.

Semana del 22 de febrero

PRIMEROS AUXILIOS DE SALUD  
MENTAL PARA JOVENES

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2019)

Este entrenamiento esta diseñado para ensenar a padres, 
miembros de la familia, cuidadores, maestros, personal

de la escuela, compañeros, vecinos, trabajadores de la salud 
y servicios humanos, y otros ciudadanos preocupados

sobre cómo ayudar a los adolescentes (de 12 a 18 años) que 
están experimentando problemas de salud mental o

adicciones o que están en crisis.

City Seeks Legal 
Action Over Site
By JULIO MORALES 
& RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — El Centro 
Fire Department personnel with 
the help of various agencies from 
outside the area searched for the 
potential remains of an individu-
al inside the charred ruins of the 
Mayan Hotel on the afternoon of 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, although no 
remains were found.

Earlier in the day a pair of ca-
daver dogs on loan from the Or-
ange County Fire Authority had 
alerted to a location amid the 
debris that could signify the loca-
tion of a dead body, El Centro fire 
Battalion Chief Cedric Ceseña 
said.

However, the cadaver dogs 
might possibly have alerted to 
the scent of a previous individu-
al’s death that had occurred while 
the hotel was in operation.

UPDATE

Cadaver Dogs 
Search Mayan Ruins

See MAYAN, PAGE 8
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By ELIZABETH VARIN
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Im-
perial County officials are con-
sidering suing the federal govern-
ment over continued inaction at 
the polluted New River.

Members of the Imperial 
County Board of Supervisors 
during their meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, discussed potentially su-
ing the United States government 
or sending a strongly worded “de-
mand” letter to federal officials to 
try to sway them to take action on 
building a wastewater treatment 
facility on the border to help 
clean the filthy waterway.

Pollution at the New River has 
been an ongoing issue for Impe-
rial County residents and local 
politicians for decades as feder-
al legislators have made prom-
ises they’ve almost never kept 
to address the toxic waters that 
are filled with human waste and 
heavy metals from the industrial 
and biological runoff of the city of 
Mexicali and surrounding areas.

The discussion Feb. 23 took 
place in response to a letter from 
Daniel Avila, acting commission-
er of the International Boundary 
and Water Commission, U.S. sec-
tion. 

The letter, in response to two 
county letters expressing con-
cern over water-quality issues at 
the New River, summed up what 
the IBWC has done regarding the 
New River. Actions have includ-
ed the North American Devel-
opment Bank helping to prevent 
bypasses of untreated wastewater 
to the New River by purchasing 
four mobile pumping systems 
in February 2018, the bank and 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency exploring options for ac-
quiring additional equipment for 
Mexicali in a border environment 
infrastructure fund project, and 
possibly using California Clean 
Water State Revolving Funds to 
pay for future infrastructure on 
the U.S. side of the border.

“Essentially there was no agree-
ment to enter into an MOU with 
the county at this time, and there 
was no discussion about con-
structing a treatment facility on 
this side of the border,” said Adam 
Crook, county counsel, while 
summarizing the letter’s contents.

Board members had varying 
responses, with District 4 Super-
visor Ryan Kelley even calling the 
letter a slap in the face.

“This is a bunch of B.S.,” said 
District 1 Supervisor Jesus Esco-
bar, who represents the border 
region. 

“They’re almost going from 

one side of the spectrum to the 
other, and they’re trying to assist 
the Mexican authorities from a fi-
nancing perspective to build their 
own infrastructure. That’s a polit-
ical issue,” he said. “At the end of 
the day, you charge your ratepay-
ers based on infrastructure needs. 
Why do we have to finance it and 
why are we again at the end of the 
stick on a continual basis. 

“I think we collectively as a 
board need to be a lot more bois-
terous,” Escobar continued. “... 
Now is the time. We’re all out of 
excuses at the national level. We 
have a Democratic president, a 
Democratic-run, by one, Senate 
and a Democratic-run Congress. 
This is a social equity perspec-
tive. It’s an equality perspective. 
We are a poor social-economic 
county.

“We’ve been dealing with the 
New River for decades. The state 
stepped up to the plate, which 
we’re thankful for, but that’s put-
ting a bandage on a hemorrhag-
ing wound. At the end of the day, 
we do need that wastewater facil-
ity. It’s going to directly assist us 
from a Salton Sea perspective as 
well,” Escobar said.

“At the end of the day, there’s 
no argument that we need this 
here, and we’ve been needing it 
for decades, and there’s no excuse 
at the federal level,” he added. “I 
mean $100 to $200 million, low-
balling and highballing the needs 
of a wastewater facility in the 
Southern Imperial County area. 
The numbers are black and white, 
and from a federal government 
perspective, it’s chump change. I 
think we really need to push this 
envelope a lot stronger, a lot hard-
er.”

Escobar asked county staff if a 
letter demanding action would 
help, to which board Chairperson 
Michael Kelley said it “wouldn’t 
hurt.”

Escobar said that he felt his 
blood was starting to boil.

“Who the hell will not be in 
favor of a wastewater treatment 
facility for raw sewage spilling 
into our country and our coun-
ty and my city?” he said. “From 
a legal regard, and maybe I’m 
going overboard on this, but I’m 
throwing it out there, what about 
the county of Imperial suing the 
federal government for its lack of 
due diligence in this regard?”

“That’s something we need to 
explore in greater detail, and if 
we’re going to have that discus-
sion, we should probably agen-
dize that at a future meeting,” 
Crook said.

“If it’s OK with the board, I 
would like to look into it,” Esco-

bar said. 
“Yeah, it’s fine,” Michael Kelley 

responded.
In recent weeks, federal policy-

makers, including Congressman 
Juan Vargas, D-Chula Vista, have 
introduced legislation to address 
some concerns at the New River.

On Jan. 25, Vargas, the Impe-
rial Valley’s Congressman, and 
Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus Chairman Rep. Raul Ruiz, 
D-Palm Desert, introduced their 
co-sponsored California New 
River Restoration Act.

The legislation would require 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to establish the Cal-
ifornia New River Restoration 
Program, according to a press re-
lease from Vargas’ office.

Once enacted, the program 
would provide grants and tech-
nical assistance for the planning 
and implementation of conserva-
tion strategies for the New River 

and the surrounding region, ac-
cording to the release. 

Closer to home, the state has 
been at the forefront of showing 
leadership on the New River, as 
the Legislature has allocated tens 
of millions of dollars over the last 
several years for infrastructure 
and greenbelt projects at the New 
River, where it enters Calexico.

On Feb. 3, Calexico City Man-
ager Miguel Figueroa report-
ed he had received a call from 
Sacramento informing him the 
“execution phase” of the city of 
Calexico’s funding agreement 
with the state Department of Wa-
ter Resources for $28 million was 
underway, enabling the city to 
finally start construction on the 
infrastructure projects tied to the 
Calexico reach of the New River 
Improvement Project.

The state last year allocated 
$18 million in new money from 
its general fund and another $10 

million from the 2018 Proposi-
tion 68 water bond for the proj-
ect, which will see the city turn 
ground in the first half of this year 
on the long-awaited three techni-
cal components of the project.

Those three technical com-
ponents include an automated 
trash-screen diversion structure 
south of the Second Street bridge 
where the river crosses the inter-
national border, the encasement 
of the river from north of the 
bridge to where the river reach-
es the All-American Canal, and 
a pumpback system/force main 
that will tie into the city’s waste-
water treatment plant, clean a 
portion of the river water, and 
provide for a “freshwater” stream 
along the river basin in the area.

The city has already hired a 
consultant to manage the project, 
Jose Angel, the former executive 
director of the state Regional Wa-
ter Quality Control Board, Re-
gion 7, Colorado River Basin.

Next steps in the improvement 
project are securing regulatory 
permits from the state Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, the 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to commence work, 
and then it’s on to the procure-
ment process, and then construc-
tion.

Editor Richard Montenegro 
Brown contributed information 
to this story.

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR

‘Historic’ Mayan Joins List of Burned Iconic Hotels

ENVIRONMENT

New River: County Looks at Options to Force Action

The New River is shown where it crosses the international border from Mexico into 
the United States in Calexico. | KENNY ROBERTSON PHOTO

By ELIZABETH VARIN
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Impe-
rial County spent more than $4.6 
million to help residents and busi-
nesses deal with COVID-19 issues 
since the pandemic began last year, 
according to a report on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23.

Five programs have been offered 
by the county to help residents and 
businesses in the Imperial Val-
ley since the pandemic started in 
March 2020. Those programs in-
clude a coronavirus business relief 
program, electrical utility bill assis-
tance, water utility bill assistance, 
restaurant business grants, and 
public benefit grants and loans.

The largest of the programs, 
County Executive Officer Tony 
Rouhotas Jr. said, is the business 
relief program, in which $1.8 mil-
lion went to a total of more than 
200 businesses.

The county also assisted restau-
rants, through that same federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security Act funding, by 
giving $1,500 microgrants to 151 
locally owned restaurants to help 
fund supplies for to-go orders and 
equipment to have outdoor dining, 
Rouhotas said.

The county also partnered with 

the Imperial County Office of Edu-
cation to fund supplies to increase 
broadband access for students, 
with the amount totaling $347,000.

There was money that came out 
of the county’s coffers, specifically 
the community and agriculture 
benefit proceeds. The county gave 
$10,000 grants to more than 100 
businesses, and just last month 
the county board voted to forgive 
those loans.

Overall expenses totaled $4.6 
million to date, though some of the 
programs are ongoing, Rouhotas 
said. 

Those are “very good expenses 
and very well paid,” said county 
board Chairperson Michael Kelley.

District 1 Supervisor Jesus Es-
cobar said county staff went above 
and beyond in distributing these 
funds, and “it’s a team effort that’s 
spearheaded by your staff,” he told 
Rouhotas. 

“We’ve heard all the stories about 
businesses closed,” Rouhotas said. 
“I think we all have our favorite 
eateries that we have not been able 
to enjoy. This was a small token 
of a way to give back to our local 
community, based on the direction 
you guys gave. I hope it is that little 
boost to keep them going. ... It’s a 
small token to show you guys care 
about your community.” 

REGION

County Spends $4.6M 
on Local COVID Relief
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Friday Night Lights Get Go-Ahead From State
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SPORTS
By MURRAY ANDERSON

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SEELEY — For the first time in more 
than 11 months, a high school athletic 
competition was held in Imperial County 
as the Imperial Valley League cross-coun-
try season got under way at Sunbeam Lake 
here on Saturday, Feb. 20. 

Three separate dual meets were held, 
with Calexico taking on Brawley in the 
first race, followed by El Centro’s Central 
against Southwest, and Holtville against 
Palo Verde of Blythe. Start times for the 
dual meets were staggered to allow for a 
more controlled environment as part of the 
COVID-19 protocols.

“The smiles on the kids’ faces reflected a 
sense of accomplishment that we finally got 
here,” said Gerardo Lara, Holtville High’s 
longtime cross country head coach. “We 
were finally back running and competing 
again, and everyone, from the kids to the 
coaches and administrators, all felt good 
about what we were doing.”

The biggest reason to smile for the Vi-
kings was the amazing time put up by se-
nior Alan Jimenez. With hopes of earning a 
college scholarship, Jimenez trained during 
the time no high school sports were be-
ing played to be ready in case there was a 
cross-country season. 

The training showed as he finished the 

3.1-mile course in 16 minutes, 18.51 sec-
onds. His time was more than five minutes 
faster than the nearest runner in his dual 
meet and more than 1 minute, 30 seconds 
faster than anybody else who ran in any 
dual meet on Saturday.

“I knew he was going to do well, and he 
ended up improving by 12 seconds over 
his last 5-kilometer time,” Lara said about 
his top runner. “He ran by himself today 
and still posted that time. When he gets 
challenged, I think he’s ready to break the 
16-minute mark and go well below that by 
the time the season ends.”

The Vikings won the boys’ race against 
Palo Verde, 25-30, and the Holtville girls’ 
squad beat the Yellowjackets, 20-35.

Vikings’ freshman Lilian Strahm sur-
prised the field with a first-place finish in her 
first high school competition on Saturday, 
completing the course in 22 minutes, 51.34 
seconds. 

“She had been training throughout 
the preseason and is a very disciplined, 
hard-working young lady,” Lara said. “I an-
ticipated her doing well but she exceeded 
our expectations.”

Strahm said she just wanted to give a good 

effort.
“I wasn’t nervous until right before the 

race,” Strahm said. “I was thinking I’m just 
going to go out and do my best. My sister, 
Amelie (a member of last year’s cross-coun-
try team), worked with me and we’ve been 
training.”

Results from the boys’ dual meet were:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville (16:18.51)
Javier Hurtado, junior, Holtville (21:33.10)
Jarred Randall, junior, Palo Verde (21:39.59)
Rio Albanez, sophomore, Palo Verde (21:52.71)
Diego Rios, sophomore, Holtville (22:09.98)
Jared Hull, freshman, Palo Verde (24:12.04)
Gannon Strahm, freshman, Holtville (24:16.31)
Madden Dowling, sophomore, Palo Verde (27:31.30)
Athan Escamilla, sophomore, Holtville (37:37.00) 

Results from the girls’ race were:
Lilian Strahm, freshman, Holtville (22:51.34)
Amanda Strahm, senior, Holtville (24:20.03)
Savanah Hedge, senior, Palo Verde (27:16.80)
Lesley Sandoval, junior, Holtville (27:38.94)
Jacqueline Sanchez, junior, Palo Verde (28:13.93)
Danytza Sandoval, junior, Holtville (30:01.25)
Melissa Torres, senior, Holtville (30:22.56)
Jasmine Vasquez, sophomore, Palo Verde 
(30:59.39)
Jorgensen Heidi, freshman, Palo Verde (32:47.53)
Summer Hedge, junior, Palo Verde (33:23.13)
Kiarra Higginson, freshman, Palo Verde (33:35.91)
Ellen Rodriguez-Velazquez, junior, Palo Verde 
(35:11.51)
Vivian Salazar, freshman, Palo Verde (35:54.01)
Mariel Estrada, junior, Holtville (39:31.30)
Kaylee Green, freshman, Palo Verde (44:27.00)

Holtville returns to Sunbeam Lake Park 
for a dual meet against Imperial at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 27.

Vikings Conquer Palo Verde in First Dual IVL Meet 
CROSS COUNTRY

By MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Are you ready for some football? 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom, 

along with the California Depart-
ment of Public Health, updated 
the state’s COVID-19 guidance on 
the return of high school sports on 
Friday, Feb. 19, opening the way 
for the return of football and other 
outdoor high-contact and moder-
ate-contact sports.

Beginning Friday, Feb. 26, foot-
ball games can start in counties 
that are at or below 14 COVID 
cases per 100,000 residents. On 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, Imperial Coun-
ty was at 7.16 cases per 100,000 
residents, with the numbers still 
trending downward. The weekly 
numbers the state considers are 
updated each Tuesday, as well, 
with the county at 8.3 new cases 
per 100,000 residents.

With the new guidelines mov-
ing football from the Orange 
Tier to the Red Tier, practice and 
games will be able to begin while 
the county is in the Purple (most 
restrictive) Tier.

Although no games have been 
scheduled for Feb. 26, it was not 
immediately available on Wednes-
day, Feb. 24, by this newspaper’s 
print deadline, whether any foot-
ball practice had started.

Due to regulations regarding the 
2021-2022 school year and foot-
ball season, this current football 
season will have to be completed 
by April 17, according to CIF-San 
Diego Section.

Weekly testing requirements 
will be put in place for the 
high-contact sports, including 

football. Moderate-contact sports 
— baseball, softball, and compet-
itive cheerleading — will not re-
quire the weekly testing. Newsom 
announced on Feb. 19 that the 
state will pay for the cost associ-
ated with regular testing of high 
school athletes.

“I am so happy for the kids, espe-
cially the seniors,” said Jason Turn-
er, Holtville High School’s football 
coach. “I’ve got kids calling asking, 
‘is this real?’ We’ve talked to them 
about never, ever giving up and 
not losing hope. This is why, be-
cause it can happen.”

The last update was that football 
practices around the Imperial Val-
ley will be kicking off on Feb. 26, 
and tentatively games are sched-
uled to begin on March 12, ac-
cording to Turner. That would give 
players and coaches two weeks to 
get ready for competition.

“The newly released guidelines 
will be reviewed by both the CIF-
San Diego Section and our con-
ference athletic directors in the 
coming days to determine our 
next steps,” said Calexico High 
Athletic Director Mariano Velez 
in a written statement. “Our focus 
will continue to be the health and 
safety of all participants and the 
successful implementation of our 
sports programs.”

Excitement was evident Feb. 19 
among the Imperial Valley foot-
ball coaching community.

“A lot of these kids enjoy the 
camaraderie with their sport, and 
that’s what keeps them motivated 
in school,” said David Shaw, Impe-
rial High’s first-year head football 
coach. “I’m super excited for the 
kids. All these seniors have been 

wanting the chance to start foot-
ball, and if our (COVID) numbers 
stay good, it looks like they will get 
that chance.”

A five-game schedule has been 
proposed to get the contests in 
prior to the April 17 stop date 
mandated by CIF-SDS. There will 
be no regular season games out-
side the Imperial Valley for local 
schools and no playoffs or San Di-
ego Section championships.

“Maybe there can be an Impe-
rial County championship game,” 
said David ‘Rookie’ Pena, Central 
Union High School’s head football 
coach. “At this point, we’ll take 
anything that is handed to us. I’m 
just so excited for the kids, and 
now they get the chance for that 
social interaction with their peers 
and a return to some type of nor-
malcy.”

Variables such as team travel 
to contests, fans in attendance, 
officials in attendance and band/
cheer in attendance still need to be 
figured out by local schools.

“There are a lot of things that 
need to be sorted out within this 
first week,” said C.J. Johnston, 
Holtville High’s vice principal and 
athletic director. “First thing is, the 
kids need to get their clearance pa-
perwork done and medical phys-
icals completed to be ready to go 
next Friday (Feb. 26).”
MODERATE-CONTACT 
SPORTS GET GREEN LIGHT

While football is a CIF Season 
1 sport in this COVID-shortened 
year, the Feb. 19 updated guidance 
clears the way for Season 2 sports 
like baseball, softball, cheerlead-
ing, and boys’ and girls’ soccer.

Those Season 2 sports are also 
slated to get started in March, 
which could cause logistical and 
scheduling headaches for local 
athletic directors. Early indica-
tions are that there will be no ju-
nior varsity- or freshman-level 
teams. It will be strictly varsity in 
all sports this year.

“A lot of our decisions come 
at the direction of our county 

health department,” Johnston 
said. “Baseball and softball are 
scheduled to start on March 13, 
and soccer might be able to start 
a little sooner. If all our numbers 
are where they should be, we’ll be 
ready to go.”

Indoor sports were not ad-
dressed in the updated guidelines, 
and volleyball, which is a Season 
1 sport, can still not be played be-
cause it is an indoor, Yellow-tiered, 
moderate-contact sport. Boys’ and 
girls’ basketball and wrestling are 
Season 2 sports, but the county 
would have to be in the Orange 
Tier for those to even begin prac-
tice.
WHERE COUNTY STANDS ON 
THE WAY TO RED

Imperial County has already 
met some of the thresholds to be 
considered Red Tier-worthy, but 
it’s that case-per-100,000 that re-
mains elusive for the time being, 
although county Public Health Di-
rector Janette Angulo on Feb. 17, 
stated the region is close.

“Our testing positivity and 
health equity positivity rates are 
both at 7.5 percent; both are with-
in the Red Tier metrics (5 to 8 per-
cent). The adjusted case rate per 
100,000 (residents) is currently 
18.4,” Angulo stated in a message 
on Feb. 17. “In order to meet the 
Red Tier’s case-rate metric, we 
need to fall within the 4 to 7 (cases 
per 100,000 residents) rate.

The county was still over sev-
en cases on Feb. 23, according to 
local data, and higher than eight, 
according to weekly state data. 

“We’ve definitely improved over 
the weeks, but we still have a bit to 
go,” Angulo stated.

The Holtville High girls’ cross-country team starts its race against Palo Verde of Blythe at Sunbeam Lake 
Park near Seeley on Saturday, Feb. 20. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

FOOTBALL

Friday Night Lights Get Go-Ahead From State

Holtville High running back Jose Devoux moves the ball against Mission Bay High 
in the Vikings’ CIF-San Diego Section playoff game in 2019. Practice will resume 
Friday, Feb. 26, now that Imperial County has reached the metric of 7.16 cases 
of COVID per 100,000 residents, as of Tuesday, Feb. 23. | PHOTO COURTESY OF 
HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
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“Our worst-case scenario is, 
we’ll be in the same spot we are 
today in four months,” Wells 
said. 

To avoid such a potential sce-
nario, the council instead voted 
to approve the construction 
contract submitted by Hemet-
based Canyon Springs Enter-
prises, doing business as RSH 
Construction.

Wells also reminded the 
council that the State Revolv-
ing Fund had initially indicated 
that up to $5 million in fund-
ing could potentially be made 
available for the water treat-
ment plant upgrades.

“There’s nothing that indi-
cates we won’t get fully funded,” 
he said.

If the state chooses not to 
provide the additional funds 
to the city, the original $4.4 
million grant award contains 
about $342,000 in contingency 
funds that could help offset the 
additional $286,000 that will be 
diverted toward the construc-
tion bid.

“We still have to do the proj-
ect because it’s a compliance 
project,” Wells said. “But my 
thinking was, we’ll get through 
all this.”

A compliance order from the 
State Water Control Resources 
Board for total trihalometh-
anes, or TTHM, violations 
is currently in place and has 
identified a series of facility im-
provements to attain compli-
ance, according to a report to 
the City Council. 

Those improvements in-
clude upgrades to the water 
treatment plant’s electrical and 
control systems, recoating of 
the 2.4-million-gallon ground 
storage reservoir, and the in-
stallation of a TTHM removal 
system, the council report stat-
ed.

Following a request for pro-
posals in September, the city 
received five responsive bids, of 
which the $3.3 million bid from 
Canyon Springs Enterprises 
was ultimately identified as the 

lowest.
The company’s bid had con-

tained some errors in its sum-
mary of line-item costs that 
resulted in another bid initially 
being identified as the lowest. 
Once those errors were ad-
dressed, it was determined to 
be the lowest responsive bid.

Canyon Springs Enterprises 
been operating for some time 
and has worked with the city 
before, said Juny Marmolejo, 
senior design engineer with 
The Holt Group, which the city 
contracted with in 2017 to pre-
pare preliminary design plans 
and specifications for the com-
pliance project, the council re-
port stated. 

“We do have experience with 
them. and they’re a good con-
tractor,” Marmolejo said.

The Holt Group had also 
been contracted to serve as bid-
ding services coordinator.

“The sooner we can award it, 
the sooner the contractor can 
get started,” Marmolejo said.

The project is expected to 
take about a year to be complet-
ed, with the finalization of the 
project by the state Division of 
Drinking Water possibly add-
ing another two months to that 
time frame, Marmolejo told the 
council.

During its Feb. 22 meeting, 
the City Council unanimously 
approved a resolution autho-
rizing the city manager, city 
treasurer, and three council 
members to act as signatories 
for financial transactions, such 
as approving deposits, signing 
checks and orders for payment 
of money, and/or withdrawing 
investment monies to and from 
the city’s accounts with Me-
chanics Bank.

City officials also took the 
opportunity to issue a remind-
er to the public that starting 
Monday, March 1, Orchard 
Road between the Alamo River 
Bridge and Fourth Street will 
be closed due to a road im-
provement project.

The temporary closure is ex-
pected to last about four weeks 
but could potentially be in 
place for up to six weeks, Wells 
said.

WATER PLANT
From page 1

Large outdoor gatherings 
are still prohibited if Imperial 
County remains in the Purple 
Tier of California’s color-coded, 
four-tier system for COVID-19 
precautions, but farmers markets 
have been deemed as essential 
and can operate, so this year’s 
Carrot Festival celebration, re-
named Mini Fest and set for Sat-
urday, March 13, will take place 
in conjunction with the regular 
Holtville Farmers Market. Added 
to the usual lineup of fruit and 
vegetable vendors will be around 
30 craft and food vendors.

“There’s a lot of restrictions 
even with that, but we’re hoping 
that doesn’t deter people from 
coming, because this is some-
thing that we can do and we 
want to show our community 
that we are able to do some-
thing through this pandemic,” 
Allegranza said. “We can still do 
certain things.” 

Vendors at the farmers market 
will be arranged on the field at 
Samaha Park (formerly Babe 
Ruth Park) with one entrance 
on Holt Avenue and one exit 
on Fern Avenue. There will be 
directional arrows on the ground 
to keep foot traffic flowing in one 
direction so that attendees are 
able to maintain social distanc-
ing, and AmeriCorps members 
will be on hand to help with 
crowd control and making sure 

people are wearing masks. 
There will also be hand-wash-

ing stations and masks for sale 
in case anybody forgets theirs at 
home. 

Craft vendors will be arranged 
near the entrance and food 
vendors will be arranged near 
the exit, selling food in to-go 
containers so that people can 
take it home to eat. The farmers 
market will open at noon. 

“We chose the ballpark be-
cause of the perimeter fence,” 
Allegranza said. “It’s going to be 
so much easier to follow guide-
lines and have crowd control.” 

Under the current restrictions, 
seating areas will not be allowed 
at the event, but, “if through 
some miracle or something, we 
go up to the Red Tier, then we 
might be able to maybe have a 
seating area,” Allegranza said. 
“The county has been really good 
with guiding us. They’ve been so 
helpful in this whole planning 
process. They’re easy to work 
with. We just let them know 
what we want to do, and they 
guide us on how we can make 
that work.” 

Highline Cooling will be as-
sembling its famous veggie trac-
tor float, as seen in many past 
Carrot Parades, and parking it 
near the farmers market, where 
local FFA members will sell the 
produce to raise funds for their 
organization. Local 4-H mem-
bers will also be selling fresh 
vegetables donated by Vessey & 

Co. 
Before the farmers market, 

there will be “carrot-van” parade 
of vehicles and floats from local 
organizations including the city 
of Holtville, the Holtville Fire 
Department, the Imperial Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department, Holtville 
FFA, and 4-H clubs, along with 
the Carrot Queen, Carrot Prin-
cess and Junior Princess. 

The caravan will begin at 
Holtville Middle School at 10 
a.m. and will head west on Ninth 
Street before parading up and 
down every east-west street in 
the town. Holtville residents are 
encouraged to watch the caravan 
from their homes or in their 
front yards rather than gathering 
in groups on the sidewalk. 

“We kind of have to keep it to 
Holtville residents,” Allegranza 
said. “Sorry to have to say that; 
I would love for everybody to 
enjoy it, but we have to be careful 
about social distancing. People 
can just wave from their front 
yards.” 

Allegranza said that the cara-
van will be limited to 20 entries, 
but there are still spots available. 

Anybody interested in par-
ticipating should contact the 
Holtville Chamber of Commerce 
at 760-356-2923 or rosie@holt-
villechamber.org. Vendor spots 
are also still available. Vendor 
applications are available at the 
Holtville Chamber of Com-
merce, 101 W. 5th St., and are 
due by March 1. 

MINI FEST
From page 1

Youngsters 
dressed as 
carrots march in 
a past Holtville 
Carrot Parade.  
LUKE PHILLIPS 
PHOTO
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a second 
public workshop will be jointly held 
by the City of Holtville City Council 
and Planning Commission at the 
date, time, and place indicated 
below.  The purpose of the public 
hearing will be to hear comments 
from the public regarding the City 
of Holtville Housing Element Up-
date. Per State law, the City must 
update its Housing Element to 
cover the housing planning period 
between 2021 and 2029, often re-
ferred to as the 6th Regional Hous-
ing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Cycle 
and must be completed prior to the 
October 2021 deadline. The City of 
Holtville is conducting an update to 
its existing Housing Element to ad-
dress the changing housing needs 
of the City of Holtville and conform 
to State Law. The purpose of the 
public hearing will be to conduct 
discussions regarding a preliminary 
inventory of existing residential 
sites that may have potential for 
residential land use and to intro-
duce the draft Housing Goals, Poli-
cies, and Programs. 
Social Distancing practices will be 

followed. Parameters will be deter-
mined, posted and published prior 
to the meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION HEAR-
ING DATE:
March 8, 2021
HEARING TIME:
6:00 PM
HEARING LOCATION:
Holtville City Hall
121 W. 5th Street
A detailed description of the proj-
ect and other pertinent information 
are available for review at the City 
Hall during regular business hours.  
If you would like to know more 
about the project prior to the pub-
lic hearing, please contact Francisco 
Barba, Assistant Planner at the Holt 
Group, at (760) 337-3883 or fbar-
ba@theholtgroup.net.
Any person desiring to comment on 
the above project may do so in writ-
ing or may appear in person at the 
public hearing.  Written comments 
should be directed to the Holtville 
City Clerk, 121 W. 5th Street, Holt-
ville, CA 92250 and be delivered 
prior to the Public Hearing date. 
Please reference the project name 
in all written correspondence.
Legal 9020

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

RAMON AMBROCIO CAMPOS
CASE NO. EPR000861

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of RA-
MON AMBROCIO CAMPOS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by APRIL AMBROCIO in the Su-
perior Court of California, County of 
IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that APRIL AMBROCIO be 
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act with limited authority. 
(This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 

very important actions, however, 
the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to in-
terested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows: 
03/26/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 lo-
cated at 939 MAIN STREET, EL CEN-
TRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at 
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 

and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal 

authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 

1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner 
LESLIE E. RILEY - SBN
265987 VARNER & BRANDT LLP
3237 E. GUASTI RD., SUITE 220
ONTARIO CA 91761
2/18, 2/25, 3/4/21
CNS-3441096#
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE
Legal 9012

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 

for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for 
a Free Idea Starter 

Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free 

consultation.
 

Water Damage to 
Your Home?  Call for a 
quote for professional 

cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home!  
Set an appt. today! 

Call 1-855-401-7069
 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old 
Porsche 356/911/912 

for restoration by 
hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, 
top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE  

1-707-339-
5994. Email: 

porscherestoration@
yahoo.com 

 
DONATE YOUR 

CAR, BOAT OR RV 
to receive a major 

tax deduction. Help 
homeless pets. Local, 
IRS Recognized. Top 
Value Guaranteed. 
Free Estimate and 

Pickup.   
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 

1-833-772-2632 
 

CABLE/ 
SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - 

on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! 

Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. 

Get a quote within 
minutes. Average 
savings of $444/

year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm 

Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on 
Health Insurance. We 
have the best rates 
from top companies! 
Call Now! 1-888-989-

4807
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your 
diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 

shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin 

pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, 

call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable 

Oxygen Concentrator!  
No more heavy tanks 

and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store:  

1-844-653-7402
 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

844-327-2824. 

Thinking about 
installing a new 

shower? American 
Standard makes it 
easy. FREE design 
consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! 

Call 1-866-945-3038 
today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on 

installation. 
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends 

help FAST, 24/7! At 
home and on the go. 
Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid 
Kit (with subscription.) 
CALL 833-518-1049 

FREE Brochure.
 

REAL ESTATE/
LOANS

 
RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!   
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@
cnpa.com 

When El Centro’s Trisha Aton-
do, a year-old Instagram blogger 
going by the handle @beauty_by-
trish, decided to post to her IG ac-
count a 58-minute video recalling 
the blow-by-blow exchange she 
had with a 20-year-plus regular of 
the popular eatery, Burgers & Beer, 
she did so to what was already an 
audience of 13,000 mostly female 
followers.

What ensued was nothing short 
of stunning — and a testament 
to the lightspeed reach of the In-
ternet — as Atondo’s tear-filled, 
uncensored video, titled “Make 
Women Safe,” was viewed more 
than 40,800 times, received over 
620 comments, and earned her 
2,100 new followers in about three 
days, at the time of the writing of 
this article.

Yet it wasn’t just about the explo-
sive reach of her video, and how it 
affected her and her family, it took 
on the added weight of the reaction 
and response of at least 13 women 
who said they had similarly inap-
propriate run-ins with Atondo’s 
aggressor and what seemed to be, 
at least according to many of those 
who reached out to her, the forev-
er-“get out of jail free” card given 
to this man by management and 
ownership of Burgers & Beer.

“We have to evolve, we have to 
do better, we have to be better,” 
Atondo said during an interview 
with the Calexico Chronicle on 
Tuesday afternoon, Feb. 23. “I 
want to say on the record, my ob-
jective here is not to cancel Burgers 
& Beer. I want the owner, the man-
agement, I want them to do better 
and be better, and that is so many 
things.”

In the incident, which is de-
scribed in vivid detail on Aton-
do’s public IG account dedicated 
to fashion, the man in question is 
described as leering at Atondo’s 
23-year-old daughter for what 
is characterized as an unsettling 
amount of time. When Aton-
do confronted the man, who the 

Calexico Chronicle is choosing 
not to identify even though his 
name has been shared all over the 
IG postings at this point, he denied 
ever staring, claiming he was in-
stead watching a sporting event on 
the restaurant’s television mounted 
above and behind Atondo’s daugh-
ter.

The episode got out of control, 
Atondo states in the video, when 
the man got up to leave, and passed 
by Atondo’s table, stopped, started 
to point his finger in her face, and 
let loose a tirade of expletives. In a 
second video snippet posted a day 
later, the man can be seen using 

profanity against Atondo. 
After contemplating whether 

she should come clean on social 
media about the incident, which 
occurred on Saturday evening, 
Feb. 20, she decided through the 
support of some of her followers, 
friends, and family to post the en-
tire ugly episode on Sunday, Feb. 
21.

For now, Burgers & Beers 
co-owner Jaime Honold told this 
newspaper in an interview on 
Monday, Feb. 22, that the man who 
has his name on a barstool and has 
been a regular customer for “20-
plus years and we’ve never had an 

incident” is no longer welcome at 
the restaurant on Imperial Avenue 
in El Centro.

Honold said this in the first part 
of the conversation, adding that 
the man “got really upset” when he 
was told Burgers & Beer would “no 
longer accept his business.”

However, 10 minutes later, Ho-
nold pivoted slightly when he said 
the man would not be let back 
into the restaurant until Honold 
heard what happened directly 
from Atondo, who said she had 
not spoken directly to Honold as 
of Tuesday afternoon but planned 
to contact him soon.

Honold said repeatedly that his 
business is a restaurant and it’s not 
his or his staff ’s job “to police its 
customers” and that his manager 
escorted the man out of the patio 
area, which is the only area open 
to the public during pandemic re-
strictions.

A video snippet of the confron-
tation filmed by Atondo’s 16-year-
old daughter, however, shows the 
manager stepping in between 
Atondo and the man, but not really 
escorting him away from the area; 
rather, the man appeared to have 
been leaving on his own.

Atondo also claimed that part of 
her problem with Burgers & Beer’s 
response, both the night of the in-
cident and in the ensuing days, was 
the indifference and what she said 
was almost “victim-blaming” that 
has occurred.

In her IG video, and the part 
of the snippet her teen daughter 
filmed, the manager can be heard 
stating that the man was “watch-
ing the game” and not staring at 
Atondo’s 23-year-old daughter, al-
though Atondo said the manager 
was never even in the vicinity to 
witness that.

Although Honold said he want-
ed to hear about the incident di-
rectly, Atondo said the manager 
called her shortly after the incident 
to tell her Honold was made aware 
of the situation the same night it 
occurred. Atondo said Honold 
made no effort to contact her di-
rectly.

Burgers & Beer’s first public 

response came after the video 
started to pick up steam, with the 
restaurant posting a statement to 
its IG account that has since been 
removed. 

Honold said during the inter-
view with this newspaper that it 
was Atondo’s responsibility to in-
form management or staff about 
what was happening with the man, 
rather than address the issue her-
self.

Atondo does not apologize for 
how she dealt with it, describing 
herself in an interview and on the 
video as a “mama bear” protecting 
her “cubs.”

In the aftermath, Atondo said 
the incident resonated more deep-
ly with her — and apparently with 
the vast majority of those who 
have positively commented on her 
Instagram account — as a system-
ic problem in society where men 
think they can speak to women 
in a certain way with no repercus-
sions, and where who you know 
and who you are, allows people a 
pass to behave badly.

Atondo said the descriptions, 
which are out there for the public 
to read, about the man in ques-
tion’s past treatment of those stat-
ing they are former (and some 
current, but anonymous) Burgers 
& Beer servers, showed her how 
necessary it was to let other wom-
en know they no longer have to 
stay silent.

“The vulgarities these women 
have had to endure is beyond me,” 
she said.

Honold did say that he spoke 
with his current wait staff about 
letting management and owner-
ship know when and if they feel 
uncomfortable.

Still, several of the comments 
from the past employees state they 
had informed Honold and others 
of their concerns, specifically with 
this man, but were ignored time 
and again.

To Burgers & Beer, Atondo said, 
“I don’t think they truly under-
stand the power of social media. 
… There are consequences it can 
bring when you’re out there blam-
ing the victim.”

A photo sent to El Centro resident Trisha Atondo and shared to her Instagram 
account, @beauty_bytrish, shows a barstool/chair at Burgers & Beer with the 
name of a restaurant/bar regular on it that confronted Atondo during a verbal 
altercation at the restaurant on Saturday, Feb. 20, the tale of which went viral 
when Atondo talked about it on her IG account. | INSTAGRAM SCREEN CAPTURE
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enue office of Soun’s practice, the 
Sarin & Tao Family Medical Clinic 
Inc. 

Soun was allocated a total of 100 
doses of the Moderna vaccine by the 
county Public Health Department 
and was giving priority registration 
to his patients, although seniors 
who are not currently under his care 
can register as well. 

As of the morning of Friday, Feb. 
19, Soun said his office had already 
registered more than 70 seniors who 
had submitted registration packets 
and been pre-screened to receive 
the vaccine.

He said he was hoping to receive 
additional registration packets in a 
timely manner so that he could re-
view applicants’ medical histories 
to help determine whether any ex-
isting medical conditions may in-

crease the likelihood of an adverse 
reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine. 

“That’s really my goal,” Soun said, 
“that no one suffers any really seri-
ous side effects when they get it.” 

The two-day drive-through clinic 
was to start each day at 8 a.m. The 
segment of Pine Avenue in front 
of Soun’s office will be closed to 
through traffic during the duration 
of the clinic on both days.

Medical staff from his office will 
be administering the vaccine under 
Soun’s supervision. 

“People can just drive by, roll up 
their sleeve and get a shot,” he said 
last week.

Soun said he has been working 
closely with the Public Health De-
partment in order to host the vac-
cine clinic. The agency distributes 
vaccines that it receives from the 
state to local healthcare providers, 
which have been clamoring for 
more.

“Right now, we just take what we 

can get,” Soun said. “If everything 
goes well, I’m hoping we can get a 
whole lot more vaccines. Our plan is 
to do a mass vaccination clinic right 
here in Holtville.”

Statewide, nearly 7 million doses 
of vaccine had been administered 
as of Thursday, Feb. 18, according 
to the California For All website, a 
repository of information related to 
state’s COVID-19 response.

As of the same date, some 19,393 
COVID-19 vaccine doses have 
been administered locally by public 
health stakeholders, with 54.7 per-
cent of those doses going to indi-
viduals 65 years or older, the website 
reported. 

Seniors account for about 85 
percent of Soun’s patients, and the 
majority of them have expressed a 
desire to be vaccinated. He has also 
created a sign-up sheet for individu-
als under 65 years of age who would 
like to be vaccinated at any mass 
vaccination events his office poten-

tially hosts in the future.
It is crucial for individuals inter-

ested in being vaccinated to sign up 
in advance, since medical staff typ-
ically needs to have an idea of how 
many vaccines to prepare, which 
takes a few hours and therefore do 
not allow for an unscheduled vacci-
nation injection, Soun said.

“Whoever is interested should 
sign up,” Soun said. “The sooner we 
get the vaccine, the sooner we can 
put them in people’s arms.”

The Holtville Fire Department 
will be on hand on Thursday and 
Friday to help with traffic control 
and to monitor patients who receive 
the vaccine and assist anyone who 
may experience side effects, Chief 
Alex Silva said.

The department recently had four 
of its EMTs receive training from the 
state’s Office of Emergency Services 
to administer the COVID-19 vac-
cine and has had them participate in 
the large-scale, drive-through vacci-
nation clinics hosted by the county 
Public Health Department at Impe-
rial Valley College in recent weeks. 

When Dr. Soun had advised the 
Fire Department of his intentions to 
host a vaccination clinic, Silva said 

he was able to provide some recom-
mendations, which were well-re-
ceived.

“We suggested he have a drive-
through clinic like they did at (Im-
perial Valley College),” Silva said.

And though the department’s 
EMTs were able to assist with ad-
ministering the vaccine during the 
clinics at IVC, Soun’s staff will be 
exclusively handling vaccination 
duties during this week’s clinics.

“We’re there if they need us, but I 
think they will be able to handle it,” 
Silva said.

After the vaccine is administered, 
patients will be directed to a nearby 
city-owned lot monitored by Fire 
Department personnel to wait 15 
minutes to determine whether any 
side effects arise, Holtville Chamber 
of Commerice director Rosie Alle-
granza said. The chamber assisted in 
the sign-up efforts.

Those whose pre-existing medi-
cal conditions place them at a great-
er risk of experiencing adverse side 
effects will be asked to wait a little 
longer.

“If they have underlying condi-
tions, they have to wait 30 minutes,” 
she said.

SOUN
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“It could be that there’s something there, or 
it could be that the dogs are actually smell-
ing something that was there a long time ago,” 
Ceseña said. “We have had incidents that people 
have died in the building, so the dogs may be 
smelling that.”

Members of the Orange County Fire Author-
ity’s urban search and rescue team, at least one 
agent with the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms, and Explosives, and officials with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
were seen at the Mayan site on Sixth and State 
streets in downtown El Centro on Feb. 17.

The cadaver dogs had initially alerted to a 
location inside the fire-gutted building a little 
before noon and continued to alert to the same 
location in the afternoon following the removal 
of a layer of debris, Ceseña said.

The building caught fire late Saturday night, 
Feb. 13, and burned through the end of the day 
Monday, Feb. 15.

ECFD personnel had remained onsite to en-
sure the fire was out completely and to maintain 
control of the scene in anticipation of a search, 
Ceseña said.

Following the fire, the intersection of Sixth 
and State streets was closed to through traffic, as 
were portions of Sixth Street north and south of 
the intersection.

Security fencing was scheduled to be installed 
around the perimeter of the building on Feb. 17 
to restrict people from entering or getting close. 
Authorities are concerned that the severity of 
the fire might have compromised the structural 
integrity of the building, thereby posing a dan-
ger to the public.

“It could potentially result in a collapse,” 
Ceseña said.

The property and the public safety issues it 
seems to generate has been on the city’s radar 
for some time and getting the property owner to 
address those concerns has proven problematic.

In response, the City Council on Feb. 16, di-
rected the city to pursue legal action to poten-
tially place the property in receivership, city 
attorney Elizabeth Martyn disclosed when an-
nouncing the reportable action taken during 
the meeting’s closed session.

If a receiver is approved by the county Supe-
rior Court, the building would be placed under 
the receiver’s authority, potentially allowing the 
city to demolish and remediate the property, 
Mayor Cheryl Viegas-Walker said.

“Our position is that the current condition of 
the Mayan poses a health and safety risk to the 
community and immediate action needs to be 
taken,” Viegas-Walker said Feb. 17.

If placed in receivership, the building would 
remain the property of its current owner but al-
low the city to take remedial action and poten-
tially recoup any expenses associated with those 
actions, Viegas-Walker said.

The documents seeking the receivership are 
expected to be filed with the local court in the 
coming days, potentially allowing for a receiver 
to be appointed within days of the filing, Mar-
tyn said in a phone interview on Feb. 17.

The city’s expectation is that the receiver’s rec-
ommendations for the property would be made 
and possibly approved by the court in an expe-
dited manner, Martyn said.

“Normally, this would take 30 days, but this is 
not going to wait 30 days,” she said.

The property owner was advised by the city 
on two separate occasions that it intended to 
seek receivership, but hadn’t gotten any re-
sponse, Martyn said.

“They have the right to participate in the pro-
cess,” she said.

El Centro fire crews could never do an ade-
quate search of the building the night of the fire 
because the heat, flames, and smoke were too 
intense by the time they arrived around 11:15 
p.m. By 11:30 a third alarm had been called 
and as many as 31 fire personnel and three ae-
rial ladder trucks were dousing the three-story 
building with water in an attempt to protect 
nearby structures as flames leapt some 10 feet 
into the air at times.

The former hotel-turned-apartment-complex 
had been closed since around 2018 and had 
been boarded-up for several months. Ceseña 
said during an interview on Feb. 14 that the 
building was frequented by squatters who were 
known to break in and take shelter in the build-
ing, although it had no power or natural gas 
running to it.

In mid-December, there was a smaller fire 
inside the Mayan. When El Centro fire crew 
arrived, they had to rescue a woman — pre-
sumably a transient — from inside the structure 
after another person outside the building in-
formed firefighters someone was inside, Ceseña 
said.

No one was outside the Mayan when fire 
crews responded on Feb. 13, he added.

By ELIZABETH VARIN
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Imperial 
County will look to its neighbor to the 
north for a joint resolution to attempt 
to join a conversation about the Salton 
Sea.

At the Tuesday, Feb. 23, meeting of 
the Imperial County Board of Supervi-
sors, the board voted to work with Riv-
erside County to draft a joint resolu-
tion to send to the governor to join the 
Quantification Settlement Agreement 
Joint Powers Authority. 

The Quantification Settlement 
Agreement, signed in 2003 by the Im-
perial Irrigation District, Coachella 
Valley Water District, San Diego Coun-
ty Water Authority, and Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, 
implements water transfers and supply 
programs that allow California to live 
within the state’s 4.4-million-acre-foot 
basic annual apportionment of Colora-
do River water. The agreements came 
in response to California consistently 
using more than its annual Colorado 
River entitlement of 4.4 million acre-
feet.

A part of the agreement creates a 
joint-powers authority, whose mem-
bership includes IID, CVWD, SDCWA, 
and the state, to decide on Salton Sea-
based projects that will mitigate the toll 
that less water going into the Salton Sea 
will take on the region.

“This entity has been around since 
2003,” said District 4 Supervisor Ryan 
Kelley, whose district encompasses the 
southern end of the sea. “They contrib-
uted $133 million at 2003 value, and 
that money has grown, but their impact 
on the receding sea has been limited.”

Imperial and Riverside counties 
have the land-use authority, so it makes 
sense that they would be part of the 
discussion about mitigating the im-
pacts to the sea, he added.

Kelley asked staff to work with Riv-
erside County to draft a joint reso-
lution asking for membership to the 
joint-powers authority.

MORE MONEY FOR HOME VISITS
The county Public Health Depart-

ment was re-awarded a three-year 
grant from the California Department 
of Public Health’s Maternal, Child and 
Adolescent Health division to contin-
ue implementation of a home-visiting 
program in the county, said Public 
Health Director Janette Angulo. The 
grant totals nearly $1.9 million and 
runs through September 2023.

The department provides high-qual-
ity home-visitation services to fami-
lies who want to improve their child’s 
health, nutrition, and developmental 
outcomes, Angulo said. The federal 
initiative that the grant is designed to 
help improve is maternal and child 
health during pregnancy and the first 
few years of life.

The Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously to approve the agreement 
with the state for the funds.

Stonegarden Grant Helps Purchase 
Vehicle

The county board also approved 
purchasing a new fully equipped patrol 
vehicle that could cost nearly $80,000.

The funds for the new vehicle come 
from the fiscal 2019 Stonegarden Fund, 
said sheriff ’s Chief Deputy Robert Be-
navidez. The county was awarded $2.8 
million in grant funding, $1.67 million 
of which reimbursed local and state 
agencies that are participating in the 
program.

The remaining $1.1 million-plus 
went toward expenses including over-
time, benefits, vehicle maintenance, 
administrative fees, and the purchase 
of the new vehicle.

The board approved the purchase 
unanimously.

County Wants to  
Work with Riverside, 
Looks at More Funding

REGIONMAYAN
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El Centro Fire Department personnel, members of an 
Orange County search and rescue crew, and at least 
one agent with the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms, and Explosives surround an opening on 
the east side of the burned-out Mayan Hotel. 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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