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CARROT FESTIVAL

BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ 
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Residents were 
able to enjoy the “Carrot-Van” pa-
rade from the comfort of their front 
lawns here on Saturday morning, 
March 13. 

The caravan was hosted in part 
by the Holtville Chamber of Com-
merce and city of Holtville as a way 
of bringing the city’s annual Car-
rot-themed festivities to residents 
while adhering to COVID-related 
restrictions, Holtville chamber ex-
ecutive manager Rosie Allegranza 
explained. 

“I think we all needed this for our 

own mental wellbeing,” Allegranza 
said. “It’s just a great lift for Holt-
ville.”

Several cars, trucks, trailer beds, 
and floats lined up in front of Holt-
ville Middle School around 9 a.m. 
Saturday, and by 10 a.m., Fire Chief 
Alex Silva started to lead the Car-
rot-Van down East Ninth Street 
in a Holtville Fire Department 
sport-utility vehicle. 

‘Carrot-Van’ Comes to Town
Mini Parade Provides Familiar 
Festivites Amidst Pandemic

ABOVE: Many Holtville 
residents watched the 

“Carrot-Van” mini parade 
from their front and back 

yards on Saturday morning, 
March 13. 

RIGHT: A member of the 
Holtville High football team 

wearing a Viking helmet 
sits on the tailgate of a 

pickup while riding in the 
“Carrot-Van” mini parade 

on Saturday, March 13. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS 

PHOTOS

BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ 
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — As COVID-related 
restrictions slowly begin to lift through-
out the Imperial Valley, Holtville’s 
Farmers Market brought a sense of nor-
malcy for many in the city attending on 
Saturday afternoon, March 13. 

“It is a very positive thing for us in 
Holtville,” Chamber of Commerce ex-

ecutive manager and event organizer 
Rosie Allegranza said during the mar-
ket. “This is definitely important to the 
community, especially right now during 
the pandemic, everyone needs this to 
just get out and be a community again.”

After a little more than a month 
of planning, the chamber hosted the 
Farmers Market along with the city of 
Holtville from at Ralph Samaha Park. A 

Holtville Gathers at Farmers Market at Samaha Park

Vendors at Pop’s 
Sweet Spot sold 
baked goods 
and other sweet 
treats at Holt-
ville’s Farmers 
Market on Satur-
day, March 13. | 
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville resident 
Helina Hoyt, San Diego State Univer-
sity-Imperial Valley campus’ nurs-

ing program 
c o o r d i n a t o r , 
was announced 
as Holtville’s 
Citizen of the 
Year for 2020 
on Thursday, 
March 11.

In a 
COVID-impact-

ed year that has changed how many of 
the beloved traditions in Holtville are 
being celebrated, the Holtville Cham-
ber of Commerce’s annual Citizen of 
Year award went online in a Facebook 
Live presentation in which Hoyt re-
ceived the ceremonial necklace that 
goes along with the designation.

“I’ve known Helina a long time. … 
she’s been a big part of 4-H and part 
of our community. She’s the sweetest 
lady I know, always smiling, always 
positive,” Holtville chamber manager 
Rosie Allegranza said on Friday morn-
ing, March 12.

With “Superhero Healthcare Work-
ers” being the theme of this year’s 
modified Carrot Festival activities, 
Allegranza said Hoyt’s selection as this 
year’s Citizen of the Year is “perfect.”

Thursday’s announcement precedes 
this weekend’s COVID-abbreviated 
events, including a caravan of floats 
through the city starting at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 13, that takes the place of 
the annual Carrot Festival events and 
a farmers’ market to follow at Samaha 
Park.

Hoyt cannot attend this weekend’s 
festivities and won’t get a chance to 
ride of the Holtville chamber’s health-
care worker-them float, which is one 
of the reasons why the presentation 

Helina Hoyt 
is Holtville’s 
2020 Citizen 
of the Year

HOYT
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BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — As news helicopters 
hovered overhead and forensic crash scene 
investigators continued to comb through 
the wreckage at the site of the horrific col-
lision that killed 13 Mexican and Guate-
malan immigrants, Hugo Castro was there 
with his box full of crosses.

LOCAL

Mourners at 115 and Norrish Seek Permanent Tribute for Dead
Imperial County Supervisor Ray 
Castillo (left) speaks during a 
memorial for the 13 immigrants 
killed in the March 2 crash 
northwest of Holtville at Highway 
115 and Norrish Road. The 
event was organized by Enrique 
Morones, founder of the San 
Diego-based nonprofit human 
rights group, Gente Unida. 
 JULIO MORALES PHOTO

See TRIBUTE, PAGE 2

CHP Confirms
Identity of Driver 

in Holtville  
Migrant Crash

INSIDE

SEE PAGE 4

The 2020 Carrot 
Festival royalty 
court waves from 
the back of a 
convertible Chevy 
Impala during 
the “Carrot-Van” 
mini parade on 
Saturday, March 
13, in Holtville.  
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO
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Memorialized on the cover of 
the Los Angeles Times the day 
after the tragic March 2 crash 
northwest of Holtville, Castro 
was the first to show up at the 
site shortly after noon and place 
crosses on nearly every corner of 
Highway 115 and Norrish Road, 
that is, until a California Highway 
Patrol officer asked him to stop 
due to the ongoing investigation.

Castro, a long-known immi-

grants’ rights activist through his 
former work with Border Angels, 
and then his own SOS Migrantes, 
made what only could be de-
scribed as a pilgrimage to the site 
that first day.

“I had to go as soon as I could. 
I took my box of crosses and I 
started putting them in place, and 
I was just praying,” Castro said.

In doing so, he planted the 
handmade crosses at each corner 
and recited verses from Bible and 
words of comfort for the dead and 
injured into the evening, where 

news photographers from within 
driving distance captured images 
of Castro placing and carrying the 
crosses made by immigrants and 
stored at his brother’s apartment 
in Calexico.

And what has followed in the 
more than two weeks since the fa-
tal collision has been an outpour-
ing of tributes at the intersection, 
in flowers, crosses, handwritten 
messages, and the continued 
gathering of individuals and 
groups to mourn.

Yet now, as immigration advo-
cates and others are learning that 
these makeshift memorials are 
to be short-lived, a movement is 
forming to make these remem-
brances a permanent fixture amid 
a warning from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation that the 
time has come to cleanup the cor-
ners of this state arterial.

A Caltrans spokesperson this 
week said that the memorials 
have been “tagged for removal by 
maintenance crews over the next 
couple of weeks.”

“There are many ways to me-
morialize individuals on the state 
highway system. Highways can 
be named by legislation or can 
be adopted in memory through 
the Adopt-a-Highway program,” 
stated Cathryne Bruce-Johnson, 
a Caltrans public information of-
ficer. “This would not include a 
permanent monument.”

That news did not sit well with 
any of the social justice advocates 
interviewed, a couple of whom 
said they would seek immediate 
assistance from local, state, and 
federal politicians.

Castro, however, was not as 
diplomatic is his response.

“They can remove it, but we’re 
going to continue doing it,” Cas-
tro said. “We are already not re-
spected, even after death. This is 
about dignity, this is about justice, 
this is about humanity.”

For Castro and others, the 
memorials and the nature of the 
deaths of the 13 involved in the 
wreck and the 12 others injured, 
carry with it the freight of immi-
gration reform.

Enrique Morones, the former 
leader of Border Angels who is 
now heavily involved in faith-
based advocacy for humane im-
migration reform through his 
Gente Unidas, plans to enlist the 
help of Imperial County Supervi-
sor Ray Castillo and “his friend,” 
U.S. Congressman Juan Vargas, to 
intervene and stop the memorials 
from being removed.

“It’s important to have this. I’m 
going to propose through Ray 
Castillo or Juan Vargas to make a 
permanent memorial and let the 
local people decide what that is,” 
he explained.

Morones first held a vigil at the 

site at midday Wednesday, March 
10, was to return on March 17 
with Castillo and others. The 
Norrish and 115 vigil is part of a 
weekly Wednesday vigil Morones 
and Gente Unidas has organized 
since Jan. 20, when he said Pres-
ident Joe Biden announced he 
would work to get humane immi-
gration reform passed within the 
first 100 days of his presidency. 
Until March 10, those vigils took 
place at colorful Chicano Park, in 
the Barrio Logan section of San 
Diego, beneath the brightly paint-
ed murals.

For Calexico City Council 
member Raul Ureña, he, too, 
finds Caltrans’ planned actions 
unconscionable, and he, too, 
plans to seek remedy through 
legislators.

“We’re still at a stage where we 
can talk to Caltrans and try to es-
tablish a more permanent memo-
rial, not some Adopt-a-Highway,” 
Ureña said.

Since it is a state agency and a 
state roadway, Ureña said the best 
solution would be to get the help 
of Assembly member Eduardo 
Garcia to call off Caltrans and 
seek a more permanent tribute.

Morones and Castro want to 
continue to establish vigils at the 
site for the immediate future, 
something that Ureña doesn’t see 
as necessary.

“Maybe not attending vigils, 
but religiously getting together 
our representatives at every lev-
el, that’s the action that I see,” he 
said.

For Morones, this is personal, 
simply because of his long rela-
tionship with championing the 
memory of forgotten immigrants 
who have died crossing the bor-
der. 

Although he is a San Diego na-
tive, Morones feels a close kinship 
with the Valley, and especially 
Holtville, where for 20 years he 
brought Border Angels and other 
religious and human rights or-
ganizers to mourn the many un-
named immigrants buried in the 
rear section of Terrace Park Cem-
etery, Imperial County’s indigent 
burial ground, or its Potter’s Field.

On Wednesday, March 17, Mo-
rones said he would be mourn-
ing all immigrants killed on their 
journey northward, not just the 
13 who died March 2. He also 
planned to remember the eight 
Mexican nationals killed in the 
Texas border city of Del Rio on 
Monday, March 15, and possibly 
others killed in San Diego recent-
ly who may or may not have been 
immigrants, he said.

“If you had humane immi-
gration reform, these people 
wouldn’t be dead,” Morones said. 
“They’re forgotten, but they are 
just as important as anybody else.”
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Week of March 1

Grief During a Pandemic
The pandemic has brought grief to our community. Lost 
loved ones, lost freedoms, lost opportunities, lost social 
contacts, lost practices and habits all have resulted from 

the pandemic and its conditions. Join us as therapist 
Stephanie Ramirez acknowledges and validates the 

losses we’ve all suffered and provides both healing cop-
ing and a sense of when grief may be overwhelming and 

when support may be necessary for recovery.

Semana del 8 de marzo

Duelo Durante una Pandemia

La pandemia ha traído dolor a nuestra comunidad. La pérdi-
da de seres queridos, la pérdida de libertades, la pérdida de 
oportunidades, la pérdida de contactos sociales, la pérdida 
de prácticas y hábitos son el resultado de la pandemia y sus 

condiciones. Únase a nosotros mientras la terapeuta Ana 
Pesqueira reconoce y valida las pérdidas que todos hemos 
sufrido y brinda tanto un afrontamiento curativo como una 

sensación de cuando el dolor puede ser abrumador y cuando 
el apoyo puede ser necesario para la recuperación.

TRIBUTE
From page 1

More information is released 
on the 13 immigrants killed 
on 115 and Norrish Road

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Jairo de Jesus Dueñas Landin, 28, of Mex-
icali has been confirmed as the driver of the 
Ford Expedition crushed in the collision that 
killed 13 people, including Dueñas, on the 
morning of March 2 outside Holtville, accord-
ing to the California Highway Patrol.

Additionally, a spokesperson with the Mex-
ican consulate in Calexico matched the names 
of the 12 other decedents in the March 2 col-
lision to their home countries, although the 
spokesperson said he was not authorized to 
reveal specific states or cities for those killed.

“We want to respect the privacy of the peo-
ple as much as we can,” Mario Beltran Main-
ero, consul of community and political affairs 
in Calexico, told the Calexico Chronicle and 
Holtville Tribune on Monday, March 15.

The identities of those killed were released 
by the Imperial County Coroner’s Office on 
March 8. Coroner’s officials said the names 
would be the only information made available 
through their department.

Some 25 migrants were packed into the ma-
roon 1997 Ford Expedition sport-utility vehi-
cle that U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

officials said was one of two SUVs that made it 
through a 10-foot breach in the border fence 
about 30 miles east of Calexico.

Mexican nationals killed were Caroli-
na Ramirez Perez, 32; Jesus Gilberto Rojas 
Romero, 19; Raquel Martinez Aparicio, 39; 
Maria Isabel Patiño Boyzo, 34; Rosalia Gon-
zalez Garcia, 32; Maria Guadalupe Vargas 
Mendez, 49; Felix Josefino Rodriguez Medina, 
53; Jose Rogelio Mendez Orozco, 51; Guma-
ro Samuel Ramirez Cortez, 39; and Arnulfo 
Mora Talavera, 42.

Guatemalan nationals who died in the acci-
dent were Magdalena Elizabeth Lopez Esco-
bar, 20, and Yesenia Magali Melendrez Cardo-
na, 23, of Chiquimulilla, Guatemala. Yesenia 
has previously been identified through her 
uncle, Rudy Dominguez of Brea.

Mexico’s Secretary of Foreign Relations in 
a March 4 statement revealed the Mexican 
states of origin of the deceased: three were 
from Oaxaca, three from Michoacán, and one 
each from Guerrero, Morelos, Nayarit, and 
Baja California.

Consulate officials in Calexico nor San Di-
ego would speak further to match the names 
and states of the Mexican nationals who per-
ished, 12 of whom died at the scene and one 
in El Centro Regional Medical Center.

Meanwhile, Jairo Dueñas was previously 
suspected to be the driver based on his age 
and city of residence, which had been released 
by the California Highway Patrol hours after 

the wreck that occurred in the intersection 
of Highway 115 and Norrish Road about two 
miles northwest of Holtville.

However, the Highway Patrol nor any oth-
er agency had ever officially named Dueñas 
as the driver until Tuesday, March 16, when 
a California Public Records Act request for 
what is referred to as the “face page” to the 
agency’s report provided that information to 
this newspaper.

Although the cover sheet to the eight-page 
preliminary report is heavily redacted, it does 
list “Jairo de Jesus Dueñas Landin” as “Party 
1,” or the driver of the SUV.

Dueñas is also reportedly the subject of a 
human-smuggling investigation by Home-
land Security Investigations, although that 
had been reported before his name was re-
leased. The Calexico office of Homeland Se-
curity Investigations was seeking tips on its 
human-smuggling probe into the wreck via 
its Twitter page as recently as March 10.

Highway Patrol has not released any infor-
mation on the collision investigation since the 
initial report.

Dueñas was identified as one of the 13 who 
died just a few days after the collision, when 
this newspaper interviewed his wife, Sofia 
Amairan Castañeda Gonzalez.

Castañeda told the Calexico Chronicle/
Holtville Tribune in a phone interview that 
Dueñas wanted cross into the United States 

CHP IDs of Driver in Holtville Migrant Crash
UPDATE

See DRIVER, PAGE 4
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site at midday Wednesday, March 
10, was to return on March 17 
with Castillo and others. The 
Norrish and 115 vigil is part of a 
weekly Wednesday vigil Morones 
and Gente Unidas has organized 
since Jan. 20, when he said Pres-
ident Joe Biden announced he 
would work to get humane immi-
gration reform passed within the 
first 100 days of his presidency. 
Until March 10, those vigils took 
place at colorful Chicano Park, in 
the Barrio Logan section of San 
Diego, beneath the brightly paint-
ed murals.

For Calexico City Council 
member Raul Ureña, he, too, 
finds Caltrans’ planned actions 
unconscionable, and he, too, 
plans to seek remedy through 
legislators.

“We’re still at a stage where we 
can talk to Caltrans and try to es-
tablish a more permanent memo-
rial, not some Adopt-a-Highway,” 
Ureña said.

Since it is a state agency and a 
state roadway, Ureña said the best 
solution would be to get the help 
of Assembly member Eduardo 
Garcia to call off Caltrans and 
seek a more permanent tribute.

Morones and Castro want to 
continue to establish vigils at the 
site for the immediate future, 
something that Ureña doesn’t see 
as necessary.

“Maybe not attending vigils, 
but religiously getting together 
our representatives at every lev-
el, that’s the action that I see,” he 
said.

For Morones, this is personal, 
simply because of his long rela-
tionship with championing the 
memory of forgotten immigrants 
who have died crossing the bor-
der. 

Although he is a San Diego na-
tive, Morones feels a close kinship 
with the Valley, and especially 
Holtville, where for 20 years he 
brought Border Angels and other 
religious and human rights or-
ganizers to mourn the many un-
named immigrants buried in the 
rear section of Terrace Park Cem-
etery, Imperial County’s indigent 
burial ground, or its Potter’s Field.

On Wednesday, March 17, Mo-
rones said he would be mourn-
ing all immigrants killed on their 
journey northward, not just the 
13 who died March 2. He also 
planned to remember the eight 
Mexican nationals killed in the 
Texas border city of Del Rio on 
Monday, March 15, and possibly 
others killed in San Diego recent-
ly who may or may not have been 
immigrants, he said.

“If you had humane immi-
gration reform, these people 
wouldn’t be dead,” Morones said. 
“They’re forgotten, but they are 
just as important as anybody else.”

LOCAL NEWS

Schools Resume Modified In-Class Instruction

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

GILGAR

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holt-
ville substation from March 11 
through March 16.

THURSDAY, MARCH 11
4:54 p.m.: A subject contacted 

the Holtville sheriff ’s substation 
to request a check of a Pine Av-
enue residence. The subject told 
police that the home should be 
vacant but that a neighbor no-
ticed that a window had been 
broken and that squatters were 
possibly living in the home. 

1:45 p.m.: A theft was report-
ed at the 7-Eleven store on Fifth 
Street. Employees told police 

that a male subject took beer and 
hid in the bathroom before slip-
ping out the back door without 
paying. The suspect was report-
ed to be wearing a long-sleeve 
plaid shirt, a gray hoodie, and 
blue jeans. 

3:48 p.m.: A Holt Avenue res-
ident called police to report that 
a subject who had stolen his bike 
the previous month had threat-
ened his son with a rock in the 
alley behind Pine Avenue. Po-
lice were not able to locate the 
person who allegedly made the 
threats. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
9:16 a.m.: Residents near the 

intersection of Fern and Eighth 
called police to report that sev-
eral vehicles in the area had been 

egged. 
10:25 a.m.: An additional res-

ident of Fern Avenue reported 
that their vehicle had been egged 
and that the vehicle’s side mirror 
had also been broken. 

11:37 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 
resident called police to report 
that he had paid his vehicle reg-
istration on a website other than 
the California Department of 
Motor Vehicles website and that 
he now feared that the docu-
ments he received were not au-
thentic. Police were able to con-
firm that the man’s registration 
was up to date and that no crime 
had been committed. 

7:23 p.m.: A cyclist was 
stopped near the corner of Ninth 
Street and Holt Avenue for not 
having light on their bicycle. 

Explaining 
the Closure 
of Methodist 
Church
BY VICTOR DOLLENTE

This letter is to explain the 
unfortunate closing of the 
United Methodist Church in 
Holtville that formally took 
place last Friday on March 5, 
2021. 

By closing the church, the 
Methodist Conference can 
take physical possession of 
the church and its two rental 
properties — in almost every 
case, a Methodist Conference 
already holds legal title to the 
church properties (churches, 
parsonages, educational 
facilities, etc.). 

By taking this action, the 
Conference is now free to 
liquidate these properties 
and then to apply the newly 
discovered funds for other 
projects elsewhere.

Early last year the District 
Superintendent, with the 
approval of the Bishop for the 
Southern California and Hawaii 
Conference, determined that 
the Holtville Church should be 
closed. 

The District Superintendent 
said, “The Holtville church was 
closed after years of prayer, 
effort and intervention.” He 
further stated in correspondence 
last year that “While Holtville 
is currently an 83 percent 
Hispanic community, the 
congregation does not reflect 
this community, and has 
resisted incorporating bilingual 
or Hispanic-language ministries 
as well as criticized the bilingual 

nature and efforts of the current 
pastor. …”

These observations are not 
correct. To the contrary, the 
congregation actually represents 
a good mix of the current 
demographics of Holtville. In 
addition, the monthly effort to 
distribute USDA commodities 
to more than 300 low-income 
families have been immensely 
successful.

Community involvement 
in this vital ministry involves 
more than 20 non-church 
members assisting in the food 
distribution. It is interesting to 
note that the “apportionments” 
(annual dues) owing to the 
Conference have been paid in 
full for the past several years. 

The Holtville church has 
been hard at work developing 
a long list of programs —
certification of four lay speakers, 
a meaningful youth program, 
weekly Bible study, community 
outreach, weekly celebration 
of a genuine worship service, 
fellowship activities, and more.

I have been a lifelong member 
of this church going back to 
the 1940s. This has been a sad 
and unnecessary action taken 
by Conference leadership that 
reside out of the area. The action 
to close the church was based 
on erroneous information and 
confused thinking. 

While the local congregation 
has been offered the opportunity 
to “buy back” the properties, it 
is unknown at this time what 
course of action may be taken. 
Given that the faithful members 
of the Holtville Church already 
paid for these properties during 
the lifetime of this church 
(1907-2021), finding a workable 
solution becomes a difficult 
dilemma.

Victor Dollente was the 
president of the Holtville United 
Methodist Church board. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Newly promoted Lt. Emmet Fried was introduced to the Holtville City Council during its meeting on Monday, March 8, 
as the new lieutenant assigned to the Imperial County Sheriff’s Office south county operations, which oversees Holt-
ville. The introduction was made by Undersheriff Fred Miramontes, who explained that Fried has been with the agency 
for nearly 20 years and had served as a sergeant since 2005. “It’s about time that he moved on to his next venture,” 
Miramontes said. Fried had previously served as supervisor for the ICSO’s Court Services Division and currently serves 
as president of the Imperial County Deputy Sheriffs’ Association. The Tampa, Fla., native told the council he was glad 
for the opportunity to meet them and that they should feel free to contact him with any questions and concerns. “I’m 
a 24-7 guy,” Fried said. | PHOTO & CAPTION BY JULIO MORALES

Undersheriff Introduces New Lieutenant
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DON’T BE
A VICTIM!

BEWARE OF
SCAMS

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

DEAR IID CUSTOMER
IF YOU GET A CALL DEMANDING IMMEDIATE PAYMENT:

• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.

REALIZE THAT YOU
ARE IN CONTROL

to earn some cash to buy a reliable car so 
that he could return to his family and work 
as an Uber driver. He had lost his job as 
a baker due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
she said.

Jairo Dueñas was also motivated to cross 
by a desire to continue to provide for his 
three young children, including a 9-year-
old son he had with Castañeda. She de-
scribed him as a man who was young at 
heart and enjoyed watching cartoons.

“He always found something to laugh 
about,” she said.

Once suspicions surfaced regarding 
whether Dueñas was the driver, Castañeda 

brusquely told a reporter a day later that 
she did not know whether that was true.

During the earlier interview, Castañe-
da said to this newspaper: “It was the first 
time he had tried to cross.”

Jairo Dueñas was in contact with 
Castañeda in the moments preceding his 
illegal crossing to provide details of the ve-
hicle he was a passenger in so that if the 
vehicle appeared in any news reports she 
would become aware of his latest where-
abouts, she said.

Castañeda said Dueñas had told her to 
expect a call from him once he had suc-
cessfully arrived in the United States. By 
the afternoon of March 2, she still hadn’t 
heard from him, prompting her to repeat-
edly call his phone, but was unable to reach 

him.
Ultimately, she called a relative of his 

who informed her that it appeared as 
though the vehicle he was traveling in was 
involved in the fatal collision near Holt-
ville.

Dueñas reportedly was not carrying any 
identification on him, Castañeda said.

Thirteen people in all sustained mod-
erate to major injuries in a collision scene 
that was described as “gruesome” by Im-
perial County Fire Chief Alfredo Estrada 
shortly after the 6:15 a.m. crash.

In the accident, the SUV driven by 
Dueñas was heading west on Norrish Road 
when it was T-boned by a Havens & Sons 
2011 Peterbilt semi hauling two empty 
gravel trailers on Highway 115 heading 

north. Estrada said the SUV blew through 
a posted stop sign on Norrish when the 
collision occurred in the middle of the in-
tersection, pushing the crushed SUV to the 
side of the road, ejecting numerous pas-
sengers onto the roadway.

In addition to the deceased, 12 mi-
grants were injured, as was the Havens & 
Sons driver, 68-year-old Joe Beltran of El 
Centro, who sustained major but non-
life-threatening injuries and had to be air-
lifted to Desert Regional Medical Center in 
Palm Springs.

Beltran reportedly returned home a day 
later, March 3, according to a statement is-
sued to the media by Beltran’s family.

DRIVER
From page 2

CONTINUE READING AT 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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FOOTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After 15 months with-
out high school football in the Imperial 
Valley, opening night of a COVID-delayed 
and shortened season brought a thriller, as 
Brawley edged Holtville, 23-22, at Birger 
Field here on Saturday, March 13.

The Vikings dominated the first half and 
jumped out to a 20-0 lead with just about 
a minute left in the opening half when the 
Wildcats got a key score with four seconds 
left. That late score seemed to turn the mo-
mentum in Brawley’s favor for the remain-
der of the game. 

“We did a good job in the first half of 
controlling the ball and avoiding costly mis-
takes, but it has to be done for four quar-
ters,” said Jason Turner, Holtville’s fourth-
year head coach. “Credit Brawley and their 
coaching staff for getting the key plays when 
they needed them.”

Up 20-15 with about five minutes left in 
the game, Holtville was able to sack Braw-
ley quarterback Ethan Gutierrez in the end 
zone for a safety and increase its lead to 22-
15.

The Wildcats then kicked off, and the Vi-
kings weren’t able to jump on the bouncing 
ball. Brawley’s Luis Frutos recovered the 
kick, and the Wildcats took possession at 
the Holtville 43-yard line.

The Wildcats methodically moved down 
the field, converting a third-and-11 with 
a 19-yard scamper by Gutierrez, and then 
scoring on a fourth-and-2 with junior run-

ning back Isaiah Young finishing the drive 
with a touchdown. 

Now down 22-21, Brawley decided to go 
for the two-point conversion with 1:13 left 
in the game. The Wildcats’ called Young’s 
number again, and he was able to power his 
way across the goal line for the conversion 
and give Brawley the 23-22 lead.

After the ensuing kickoff, Holtville had 
1:08 to try to mount an attack and the Vi-
kings moved the ball as far as the Brawley 
35-yard line. With half a second to go, Holt-
ville’s last-ditch attempt at a Hail Mary fell 
incomplete in the end zone.

“We had some injuries throughout the 
game, but that’s not an excuse for some of 
the second-half mistakes we made,” Turner 
said. “We saw a lot of good things we can 
work with out there tonight and we saw 
some things that we need to correct.”

Holtville High School’s 
Abraham Ramos sprints 
for a 54-yard touchdown 
during the Vikings’ 
cross-league matchup 
with Brawley Union on 
Saturday, March 13, at 
Birger Field in Holtville. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS 
PHOTO

GOING THE
DISTANCE

’Cats Claw Back to 
Edge Vikings, 23-22

Holtville High senior Abraham Ramos looks for an 
opening against Brawley Union during the cross-
league matchup on Saturday, March 13, at Birger 
Field in Holtville. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO.

CROSS COUNTRY

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville 
High School senior Alan Jimenez 
and freshman Lillian Strahm 
continued to dominate on the 
cross-country course as both 
won Imperial Valley League dual 
meets against Calexico and Cen-
tral Union in the last week.

Jimenez broke his own person-
al, school, IVL, and course re-
cord with a blazing time against 
Central on Saturday, March 13, 
completing the 3.1-mile course 
at Sunbeam Lake near Seeley 
with a time of 15 minutes, 40.78 
seconds. The senior was more 
than 90 seconds better than the 
Spartans’ top runner.

“What he’s doing is really 
amazing because he’s running 
by himself,” said Gerardo Lara, 
Holtville’s cross-country coach. 
“Sure, you train by yourself, but 
there’s nothing like competition 
to drive you.”

The Vikings wrapped up their 
IVL dual-meet season, losing by 
walkover to Central. Holtville 
only had four runners and was 
unable to record a team score.

“With basically all the sports 
seasons starting at one time, we 
wanted to allow the kids to go 
play whatever sport they want-
ed,” Lara said, regarding the 
COVID-restriction of athletes 
only being allowed to play one 
sport at a time. “As a coach, the 
greatest challenge has been the 
changes each week with what we 
need to do to train and run and 
compete. It’s been a constant ad-
justment we have to deal with.”

On the girls’ side, the Vikings 
only had three runners on Sat-
urday against Central, losing by 
walkover. Strahm finished the 

Vikings 
Take Top 
Spots at 
Duals
Strahm, Jimenez Qualify 
for IVL Championships

Holtville High School’s Alan Jimenez 
is in full stride during the Vikings’ 
Imperial Valley League dual meet 
against Calexico at Sunbeam Lake 
near Seeley on Tuesday, March 9. 
Jimenez won the race for his fifth 
consecutive IVL dual-meet victory.  
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALIPATRIA — Central Union 
High School’s swim team battled 
blustery conditions and defeated 
both Calipatria and Holtville in an 
Imperial Valley League tri-meet held 
here on Tuesday, March 9. 

The Spartans’ boys’ team defeated 
Holtville, 128-0, and beat Calipatria, 
128-4. Central’s girls’ team swam to 
a 110-51 win over the Vikings, and 
defeated the Hornets, 131-23.

In the third round of the tri-meet, 
Calipatria’s boys’ team beat Holtville, 
12-0, and the Vikings’ girls’ squad 
defeated the Hornets, 82-40.

Results from the girls’ races were:
200-yard medley relay: Central 

(Kayle Rosales, Adisyn Duarte, 
Stephanie Lopez, Alessandra Iduarte) 
2:23.48. Central (Victoria Jimenez, 
Hayley Licea, Claryssa Apodaca, Sa-
vannah Kennedy) 2:33.95. Holtville 
(Melany Lopez, Bella Fusi, Audrey 
Lucero, Skylar Hanson) 2:34.00. 

200-yard freestyle relay: Holtville 
(Skylar Hanson, Melany Lopez, Alys-
sa Enriquez, Audrey Lucero) 2:11.54. 
Central (Laryssa DeLaCruz, Savan-
nah Kennedy, Hayley Licea, Victoria 
Jimenez) 2:12.77. Central (Gisselle 
Mendoza, Vivian Alvarez, Mia Idu-
arte, Claryssa Apodaca) 2:17.87.

400-yard freestyle relay: Central 
(Alessandra Iduarte, Kayle Rosales, 
Stephanie Lopez, Adisyn Duarte) 
4:43.63. Calipatria (Audrey Zende-
jas, Zimri Ramirez, Sierra Siaza, 
Isabel Regalado) 6:04.63. Holtville 
(Alyssa Enriquez, Abby Garew-
al, Jasmine Garewal, Kathryn Self) 
6:24.25.

200-yard freestyle: Alessandra Id-
uarte, Central, 2:29.14. Isabel Regal-
ado, Calipatria, 2:46.50. Stephanie 
Lopez, Central, 2:57.82. 

200-yard individual medley: Sky-
lar Hanson, Holtville, 2:56.45. Vic-
toria Jimenez, Central, 3:00.30. Mia 
Iduarte, Central, 3:12.34.

50-yard freestyle: Hayley Licea, 
Central, 33.34. Bella Fusi, Holtville 
34.17. Larysa DeLaCruz, Central, 
35.96. 

100-yard butterfly: Adisyn Du-
arte, Central, 1:11.12. Hayley Licea, 
Central, 1:33.66. Savannah Kennedy, 
Central, 1:42.26. 

100-yard freestyle: Skylar Hanson, 
Holtville, 1:06.62. Kayle Rosales, 
Central, 1:07.66. Claryssa Apodaca, 
Central, 1:10.41.

500-yard freestyle: Alessandra 
Iduarte, Central, 6:37.37. Victoria 

Central High 
Swim Sweeps 
Through IVL 
Tri-Meet

SWIMMING

Holtville High School freshman Jasmine 
Garewal swims to the wall during the 
Vikings’ Imperial Valley League tri-meet 
against Calipatria and Central Union 
in Calipatria on Tuesday, March 9.  
COURTESY PHOTO

See SWIMMING, PAGE 8

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 8See CROSS COUNTRY, PAGE 7
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The Carrot-Van travelled 
from Beale Avenue to Olive 
Road, and then left until West 
Eighth Street. It travelled back 
to Beale Avenue until it turned 
right down West Seventh Street. 
It turned left near Holtville High 
School, travelling on Olive Ave-
nue, until reaching Sixth Street. 
The parade then turned right on 
Chestnut Avenue before turn-
ing another right on East Fifth 
Street. The caravan parade end-
ed by coming up Holt Avenue 
and ending near Seventh Street. 

“I think it went well, I was 
surprised to see all the partici-
pants,” Allegranza said. “There 
were a lot of entries and it was 
pretty long.” 

The Carrot-Van was made up 
of Holtville residents, includ-
ing members of the American 
Legion, and its auxiliary, Brad-
ley-Keffer Post 138 of Holtville. 

Several members waved to the 
community while sitting in the 
organization’s truck and trailer 
bed during the caravan parade. 

Members of the Sheriff ’s Of-
fice were also featured during 
the caravan with three of their 
patrol vehicles traveling behind 
two Holtville fire engines.

District 5 Imperial County 
Supervisor Raymond Castillo, 
who represents the Holtville 
area, also participated in the 
morning caravan as he waved to 
the community from his truck.

“Castillo is always involved 
with Holtville, and he represents 
us so well. We are very happy 
and honored to have him in our 
Carrot-Van,” Allegranza said. 

Holtville Mayor Mike Good-
sell also travelled alongside the 
parade, stopping on various 
streets to announce each pass-
ing car and float within the pa-
rade. 

A tan Chevrolet Impala con-
vertible chauffeured members 

of the 2020 Carrot Festival royal 
court through the parade, with 
Queen Alexis Piper, Princess 
Lexee Roeseler and Junior Prin-
cess Brytni Valenzuela waving 
from the back seat. 

Members of the Holt-
ville-based Highline Cooling 
Co. also participated in the 
Carrot-Van, as they showcased 
some of their fresh produce 
hauled in a double-trailer-long 
float, which carried a tractor 
and a mini water fountain sur-
rounded by several heads of 
broccoli, lettuce, radishes, cab-
bages, and carrots.

Showing their city pride were 
members of the Holtville High 
School cheerleading team, who 
waved and cheered to residents 
from the back of their two trail-
er bed floats during the parade. 
Later that night, the cheer-
leader would perform at the 
home-opening football game at 
Birger Field.

Members of the organization 

Friends of Holtville also waved 
to residents as they travelled 
down the parade with a float 
dedicated to members of the 
Verde 4-H Club travelling just 
behind them. 

Students from the high school 
and middle schools’ drumlines 
also performed for residents 
within their respective floats as 
they travelled down each neigh-
borhood. 

“My son is in the Holtville 
Middle School drumline band 
and my sobrino (nephew) is 
performing for the High School 
band,” Holtville resident Au-
gustina Flores said as she wait-
ed for the Carrot-Van to reach 
her and her daughter on East 
Seventh Street. “We wanted to 
come out and watch them.”

While the pandemic has kept 
Flores’ family indoors for sever-
al months now, she was happy to 
have the Carrot-Van be some-
thing to which her family can 
look forward. 

“I think this is good, everyone 
is still remaining distant, and 
everyone has their masks on,” 
Flores said. 

Holtville native Pam Thomp-
son was also excited to watch 
the parade with her daughter 
and five grandchildren. They 
made sure to watch it pass by 
twice. 

“This has been good, we need 
more stuff like this in Holtville,” 
Thompson said as she walked 
her family to the corner of East 
Eighth Street and Holt Avenue 
to watch the Carrot-Van pass. 
They all then walked back to 
their house to catch the cara-
van parade again as it passed 
their own home on East Seventh 
Street. 

“The Carrot Festival is a Holt-
ville tradition and since we 
weren’t able to have it, this has 
been great, especially for the 
kids.”

Holtville resident Gloria 
Mendez was also happy to see 
the Carrot-Van pass in front of 
her home, Saturday morning. 

“It woke me up, but I’m hap-
py they did it,” Mendez said as 
she carried her daughter into 
her front yard on Holt Avenue 
to watch. “It’s my daughter’s first 
time actually seeing the parade 
like this, so I’m happy she can 
see it because she likes the mu-
sic and everything.”

Mendez stepped outside her 
home to see the Carrot-Van af-
ter hearing the sirens for the 
Fire Department’s engines as 
they travelled down East Eighth 
Street announcing the parade. 
She also said the event was a 
nice way of socializing in the 
community while remaining 
conscious of the pandemic. 

“It’s been weird, but hopefully 
quarantine finishes soon,” Men-
dez said. 

The Carrot-Van ended in 
front of Ralph Samaha Park on 
Holt Avenue, where the city’s 
Farmers’ Market was set to kick 
off following the mini parade. 

For anyone who might have 
missed the Carrot-Van parade, 
the Holtville Chamber of Com-
merce has recording available 
on its Facebook page.

CARROT-VAN
From page 1

LEGAL NOTICE
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ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/ 

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Premium Generic 

Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 
USAServicesOnline.com. 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? 

American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-866-945-
3038 today to see how 
you can save $1,000 on 

installation. 
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure.
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-161 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
All American Cleaning 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 98 
Imperial, CA 92251 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Tim Wallen 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Name(s) listed above on: Jan-
uary 9, 1989. 

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Tim Wallen, 
Owner The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26, 
2021. 
NOTICE: This statement expires on: 
February 25, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the ex-
piration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6482  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: Elsa Ibarra Sylling, 
aka Elsa I. Sylling, aka Elsa Sylling, 
aka Elsa Ibarra Ortiz 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000879  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Elsa Ibarra Sylling, aka Elsa I. Syl-
ling, aka Elsa Sylling, aka Elsa Ibar-
ra Ortiz 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Jesse Lopez in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Jesse Lopez be appointed as 
person al representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s  The petition requests au-
thority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This au-
thority will allow the personal rep-
resentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very import-
ant actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administra tion 
authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an ob-
jec tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
Date: April 2, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 

If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal represen tative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of let ters 
to a general personal representa 
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of es-
tate assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, Coun-
ty of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 02:27:35 PM By: 
Irma de la Rosa, Deputy Clerk Legal 
6483  
Publish: March 18, 25, April 1, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

course with a time of 21 minutes, 
39.93 seconds. 

“The only thing holding her back 
is her inexperience as a runner,” 
Lara said about his top female. “She 
is so young but so disciplined and 
comes with a fantastic work ethic.”

Strahm, who turned 15 years 
old on Sunday, March 14, said she 
wasn’t sure what to expect from her 
first cross-country season.

“This is a first for me competing 
in races like this,” Strahm said. “I 
have a lot of improving to do, es-
pecially with my arms, but that’ll 
come with more experience.”

Both Strahm and Jimenez have 
qualified for the IVL Champion-
ships set for 9 a.m. Saturday, March 
20, at Sunbeam Lake. The top 15 
boys’ and girls’ times from the du-
al-meet season will race at the IVL 
Championships.

VIKINGS WIN RACES,  
LOSE TEAM EVENTS 

On Tuesday, March 9, Calexico 
defeated the Vikings when Holt-
ville failed to field enough runners 
for either the boys’ or girls’ races.

On the individual side, the girls’ 
run proved to be the most exciting. 
Holtville’s Strahm (21:43.53) was 
able to edge Calexico junior Bri-
ana Gallegos (21:46.02) with a final 
kick down the home stretch. 

In the boys’ race, Jimenez con-
tinued his dominating season, win-
ning his fifth consecutive IVL dual 
meet.

Results from the girls’ race  
on Saturday, March 13, were:
Lillian Strahm, freshman, Holtville (21:39.93)
Clarissa Gonzales, senior, Central (22:10.21)
Kayla Mesa, junior, Central (24:37.31)
Leslie Linarez, sophomore, Central (25:48.30)
Jocelyn Olague, freshman, Central (26:16.15)
Myla Mora, freshman, Central (28:23.40)
Samantha Reyes, freshman, Holtville (34:22.84)
Mariel Estrada, junior, Holtville (35:44.40)

Results from the boys’ race 
on Saturday, March 13, were:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville (15:40.78)
Michael Zuniga, senior, Central (17:12.84)
Pedro Carrion, senior, Central (17:45.48)
Edgar Mendez, senior, Central (18:22.64)
Daniel Zavala, sophomore, Central (19:26.83)
Hector Lopez, junior, Central (21:42.54)
Javier Hurtado, junior, Holtville (22:16.85)
William Wright, sophomore, Central (24:01.85)
Francisco Vargas, sophomore, Central (24:47.73)
Gannon Strahm, freshman, Holtville (25:07.16)
David Magallon, freshman, Holtville (26:04.25)
Ricardo Romar, sophomore, Central (26:16.20)

Results from the girls’ race  
on Tuesday, March 9, were:
Lillian Strahm, freshman, Holtville (21:43.53)
Briana Gallegos, junior, Calexico (21:46.02)
Madison Longton, senior, Calexico (23:09.82)
Andrea Garcia, junior, Calexico (23:19.18)
Nayeli Cano, junior, Calexico (23:59.92)
Sarah Olmedo, junior, Calexico (27:50.73)
Danytza Sandoval, junior, Holtville (28:31.67)
Rebeca Gonzales, freshman, Calexico (28:33.73)
Melissa Torres, senior, Holtville (29:05.25)
Mariel Estrada, junior, Holtville (26:40.90)

Results from the boys’ race  
on Tuesday, March 9, were:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville (16:07.64)
Federico Felix, senior, Calexico (18:30.86)
Ricardo Campos, senior, Calexico (19:51.05)
Daniel Pinela, senior, Calexico (19:51.63)
Damian Torres, senior, Calexico (20:28.33)
Luis Jimenez, freshman, Calexico (20:32.55)
Jacob DeSantiago, senior, Calexico (20:46.71)
Angel Chavez, senior, Calexico (22:14.89)
Javier Hurtado, junior, Holtville (23:17.97)
Abraham Aguirre, sophomore, Calexico (24:42.85)
David Magallon, freshman, Holtville (27:50.02)

RESULTS AT A GLANCECROSS COUNTRY
From page 5

was made at the last minute, Al-
legranza indicated.

“I’m so proud of Helina … 
This is not only honor to her but 
an honor all of our healthcare 
workers,” Allegranza explained.

The grand marshal of the 
caravan will be the collective 
healthcare workers riding on 
the chamber float on Saturday, 
the chamber executive added.

Appearing on the Facebook 
Live presentation, Allegranza 
and Hoyt were joined by Holt-
ville Fire Chief Alex Silva, all 
of whom posed for photos as 
Hoyt was passed the ceremoni-
al necklace created several years 
ago by Holtville native, the late 
Jim Strain.

Strain, who died in 2013, 
was past president and lifetime 
member of the Imperial Valley 
Gem and Mineral Society. He 
used his lapidary skills to craft 
the keepsake that is passed to 
each Citizen of the Year. The 
award has been bestowed on a 
noteworthy Holtville resident 
each year since 1954, when Bill 
Thornburg was the inaugural 
winner, according to Allegran-
za.

Each year, the citizen of the 
year comes from nominations, 
and this year’s nomination of 
Hoyt came from Holtville resi-
dents Hayden and Heather Nor-
ris.

“Helina exhibits citizenship 

and honesty in various ways … 
she often uses her connections 
to help those in need by bring-
ing a meal, offering medical ad-
vice, or rides to appointments, 
and helping elderly folks. She 
has been at sporting and per-
forming arts events for other 
people’s kids, just to encourage 
those kids,” reads the Norrises’ 
nomination form.

“Helina has devoted countless 
hours to helping students with 
4-H projects,” the nomination 
continued. “As she has helped 
students in 4-H, she has been a 
role model to them by teaching 
them to work diligently, to keep 
an honest record of work, and to 
focus on gaining life skills rath-
er than monetary profit.”

The Norrises also credited 
Hoyt with giving of herself even 
with a full work and home life, 
adding that she often cheers on 
the successes of other and cham-
pions the good that people from 
Holtville and the larger Imperial 
Valley community are doing to 

benefit the lives of others.
“She is proud of achievements 

that local people are making, 
especially in the medical field,” 
Hayden and Heather Norris 
wrote.

Hoyt, who has a Ph.D. in ed-
ucation, a master’s in commu-
nity health nursing, and is an 
accredited registered nurse and 
public health nurse, has been a 
full-time lecturer and the nurs-
ing program coordinator at SD-
SU-IV since 2007.

She has been a guest lectur-
er at HESAV (Haute Ecole de 
Santé Vaud) and La Source Uni-
versities’ summer nursing insti-
tute in Switzerland, a nursing/
citizen correspondent on KQED 
Public Radio, an intensive-care 
unit charge nurse, a burn unit 
ICU nurse, and a K-12 school 
nurse, among the many posi-
tions and highlights of a long 
and decorated career.

Hoyt is also a published au-
thor in several peer-reviewed 
academic journals.

HOYT
From page 1

Helina Hoyt dons the ceremonial Holtville Citizen of the Year necklace creat-
ed by Holtville native, the late Jim Strain, who was past president and lifetime 
member of the Imperial Valley Gem and Mineral Society and used his lapidary 
skills to craft the keepsake passed to each Citizen of the Year. Hoyt was named 
Citizen of the Year for 2020 on Thursday, March 11. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO



PAGE 8 — Thursday, March 18, 2021 

The Vikings dominated the 
first half, allowing Brawley just 
three offensive plays in the open-
ing quarter. With 8:07 left in the 
quarter, Holtville went on a mas-
sive 17-play, 75-yard drive that 
culminated with a 7-yard touch-
down run from starting quar-
terback Jose Devoux to put the 
Vikings up, 6-0, with 11:17 left in 
the second quarter.

The score would prove to be 
costly for Holtville, as Devoux 
would leave the game with an 

ankle injury and watch from 
the sideline on crutches the rest 
of the way. The Vikings’ leading 
rusher the last two seasons fin-
ished the game with seven carries 
for 42 yards. 

“I’d hurt the ankle earlier in the 
game and didn’t re-tape it before 
going back in,” said the Vikings’ 
senior captain. “Then on the 
touchdown, I was spinning and 
got hit low and my leg was plant-
ed and hurt it again.”

With Devoux out, senior Erik 
Garcia moved to quarterback, 
and running back Abraham Ra-
mos got the bulk of the carries. 

Ramos finished the night with 22 
carries for 120 yards.

Ramos capped a seven-play, 
81-yard drive with a 54-yard 
touchdown sprint up the middle 
with 1:20 left in the half. Garcia 
would hit C.J. Nunez with a pass 
for the two-point conversion to 
give Holtville a 14-0 lead.

Brawley fumbled the ensuing 
kickoff, and Holtville’s Dorian 
Maize recovered at the Wildcats’ 
24-yard line. One play later it was 
Garcia hooking up with Jonathan 
Heraz on a 24-yard touchdown 
strike to put the Vikings up 20-0 
with just over a minute left in the 

half.
After the kickoff, Brawley had 

possession at its own 26-yard 
line and just less than a minute 
left until halftime. That’s when 
Gutierrez took control for the 
Wildcats. On the first play he 
had a six-yard run. Then the 
tide-turning play, saw him con-
nect with Young on a beautiful 
42-yard pass to put the Wildcats 
on Holtville’s 26-yard line. Guti-
errez would rush for 22 yards 
on the next play to the Vikings’ 
4-yard line.

With four seconds left, Jayden 
Figueroa punched it in from the 
4-yard line for Brawley and Jorge 

Haro’s extra-point kick made it 
20-7 the halftime horn sounded. 

 With 4:32 left in the third 
quarter, Brawley narrowed the 
gap to 20-15 thanks to a 15-
yard run from Figueroa after he 
picked up an errant option pitch 
from Gutierrez. 

Next up for the Wildcats is 
their Imperial Valley League 
opener against Southwest High 
of El Centro, scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 19, at Warne Field 
in Brawley. Holtville travels to 
Imperial for another cross-league 
matchup, also at 7 p.m. March 19 
for the annual Imperial Valley 
Classic rivalry game.

Jimenez, Central, 7:19.06. Audrey 
Lucero, Holtville, 8:08.79.

100-yard backstroke: Gitzelle 
Tellez, Central, 1:34.18. Kayle 
Rosales, Central, 1:35.20. Alyssa 
Enriquez, Holtville, 1:43.75.

100-yard breaststroke: Adisyn 
Duarte, Central, 1:20.00. Au-
drey Lucero, Holtville, 1:30.82. 
Claryssa Apodaca, Central, 
1:32.80. 

Results from the boys’ races 
were:

200-yard medley relay: Central 
(Jose Salazar, Dominic Olague, 
Trypp Duarte, Travis Davalos) 
2:11.35. Central (Jaime Santos, 
Tristan Murillo, Jacob Pagaza, 
Diego Gonzales) 2:33.00. Cen-
tral (Julian Heraz, Jose Rascon, 
Sebastian Flores, Julian Pagaza) 
2:37.39.

200-yard freestyle relay: Cen-
tral (Jose Salazar, Sebastian 
Flores, Jose Rascon, Julian Paga-
za) 2:11.60.

400-yard freestyle relay: Cen-
tral (Dominic Olague, Xavier 
Lopez, Travis Davalos, Trypp 

Duarte) 4:05.65.
200-yard freestyle: Xavier Lo-

pez, Central, 2:30.62. Jose Sala-
zar, Central, 2:47.76. Julian Pag-
aza, Central, 3:07.04.

200-yard individual med-
ley: Dominic Olague, Central, 
2:39.47. Sebastian Flores, Cen-
tral, 3:54.33. 

50-yard freestyle: Travis 
Davalos, Central, 27.71. Julian 
Heraz, Central, 30.81. Jacob Pa-
gaza, Central, 35.85

100-yard butterfly: Trypp Du-
arte, Central, 1:00.74. Sebastian 
Flores, Central, 1:49.93

100-yard freestyle: Travis 
Davalos, Central, 1:02.76. Julian 
Heraz, Central, 1:11.34. Jose Ras-
con, Central, 1:14.34.

500-yard freestyle: Xavier 
Lopez, Central, 7:09.82. Diego 
Gonzales, Central, 8:16.25, Julian 
Pagaza, Central, 8:43.69. 

100-yard backstroke: Jose 
Salazar, Central, 1:44.16. Jose 
Rascon, Central, 1:45.13. Jacob 
Pagaza, Central, 1:50.69.

100-yard breaststroke: Trypp 
Duarte, Central, 1:12.28. Dom-
inic Olague, Central, 1:17.16. 
Tristan Murillo, Central, 1:38.64.

SWIMMING
From page 5

FOOTBALL
From page 5

total of 30 vendors signed up with 
the chamber to sell crafts, clothes, 
baked goods, produce, kettle 
corn, and tacos, along with other 
crafts and food options. 

“It’s good to see we have so 
many vendors,” Allegranza said. 
“We have like 12 food vendors 
and the rest are crafts.”

Craft vendors included booths 
from Lopez Arts and Crafts, 
Precious Gifts, Sweet P Designs, 
Boys and Girls Club of Holtville, 
M.F. Jewelry, Holtville Threads, 
Jireh Accessories, Smelly Soncho, 
Sweet Designs, Ruiz Wreaths, 
ChainsByKen, Maria’s Bows and 
Crafts, Grupo Artesanal Cali-
fornia, JC Jewelz, and Modestly 
Chic, according to the chamber. 

Food vendors at the market in-
cluded 24 K, Pop’s Sweet Spot, El 
Rey Del Taco, P.K.’s Kettle Corn, 
American Legion auxiliary, Holt-
ville’s Verde 4-H, Munch Truck, 
Cousins Farm, Floured Goods, 
Holtville FFA, Holtville Firefight-
ers’ Association, Wild West Kettle 
Korn, and Tacos Alex. 

Vending booths were set up 
along the park’s fence with six feet 
separating each booth. A 20 feet 
walkway was also provided for 
visitors to travel throughout the 
outdoor event to remain socially 
distant.  

“We saw the inspector, they 
said it was a good flow,” Allegran-
za of the county Public Health in-
spector, who reviewed the event 
before it opened at noon. “I think 

we did it right. With everyone 
walking around the perimeter, we 
were able to keep distancing be-
tween the booths.”

Allegranza especially want-
ed to thank Jamie Marlow, Rudy 
Schaffner of Schaffner Dairy, 
Linda Anderson, and the city of 
Holtville for making the event 
possible. 

“This was a group effort and ev-
eryone really came through, even 
at the last minute,” Allegranza 
said.

Visitors were required to wear 
face coverings throughout their 
time in the Farmers Market start-
ing the moment they entered the 
park from the Holt Avenue en-
trance. 

Members of the Holtville 
Chamber of Commerce were 
also set up in a booth near the 
entrance to inform visitors to fol-
low the arrows set up around the 
park, which directed all foot traf-
fic to travel one direction to en-
sure compliance with the county’s 
health regulations.

“Everyone is wearing masks 
and we have hand wash stations, 
plenty of trash bags and everyone 
walking the same way,” Allegran-
za said. “It’s definitely safe, but 
fun.”

Six different hand wash sta-
tions were set up along the mar-
ket’s walkway to provide visitors 
plenty of opportunities to stay 
clean. Two portable toilets were 
also set up on a trailer which re-
quired a few stairs before access-
ing. 

“That’s the only setback I have 

about this, because I’m hand-
icapped, and it was difficult to 
climb up those steps,” Holtville 
resident Sharon Burton said. 
“What if there was an older per-
son who needed to use it, but 
couldn’t get out of their wheel-
chair?”

Apart from the lack of handi-
capped-accessible restrooms at 
the event, Burton said she was 
happy that the chamber was 
holding the market for the com-
munity. 

“I think it’s great to have the 
farmers markets here so people 
can come and get their vegeta-
bles,” Burton said. 

Burton was one of seven wom-
en from the Holtville American 
Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer 
Post 138 gathered at the farmers 
market, four of which were work-
ing the auxiliary’s vendor booth 
by selling baked goods, home-
made poppy pencils, and raffle 
tickets to win different donated 
gift baskets. 

“I think it’s a great way people 
can come out, get produce and 
share what they do like we get to 
share what we do at the Amer-
ican Legion auxiliary,” Karen 
Gibbs, president of the auxiliary, 
said. “The community is so great 
to give us donations to help vet-
erans and their families.”

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Sil-
va also worked a vending booth 
at the market after leading the 
“Carrot-Van” parade earlier that 
morning. 

“It’s been awesome out here,” 
Silva said. 

Silva worked alongside other 
members of the firefighters’ as-
sociation selling fruit cups and 
handing out disinfectants and 
hand sanitizer.

“It’s important to hold events 
like this to show the community 
the city cares,” Silva said. “Even 
though we have to go through 
the pandemic and restrictions, 
we still need to have that sense of 
a community.” 

Minnesota native Will Harris 
shared similar sentiments as Sil-
va, having stopped by the Farm-
ers Market after hearing about 
the event a week ago while living 
in Yuma as a snowbird. 

“You have to hold events like 
this because the pandemic has re-
ally made people cave in, but you 
still need to be able to get out,” 
Harris said. “I think it’s import-
ant that even within restrictions 
you get out and do something be-
cause people can’t stay so shut in.”  

Holtville High School agricul-
ture teacher Lindsay Cox was 
also pleased to see so many peo-
ple enjoying the afternoon mar-
ket as she helped the Holtville 
FFA produce booth. 

“I think it turned out really 
nice. I know people probably did 
a lot of work to get it to come to-
gether at this time, so I appreciate 
it,” Cox said. 

Cox along with some of her 
local students sold $5 bags of 
produce that were donated from 
numerous different companies 
throughout the Valley. Produce 
included broccoli, cabbage, rad-
ishes, lettuce, and carrots. 

The event provided Cox a great 
opportunity to bring her students 
together since they’ve rarely had 
the chance to meet in person 
since distance learning began. 

“We got to get some kids to-
gether for the livestock show for 
the fair, but other than that we 
haven’t really been able to pull 
too many kids together, so this is 
a nice first event for us.”

Holtville resident Ashley Hawk 
was also motivated to check out 
the Farmers Market as a way of 
getting her own kids out of the 
house and into some fresh air. 

“The Farmers Market has been 
great and it’s a beautiful day to get 
out with the kids,” Hawk said. 

Hawk made sure to stop by the 
Holtville High School Verde 4-H 
Club’s vending booth to purchase 
some local produce with her kids 
and sister-in-law. 

“There’s not a lot of stuff you 
can do nowadays, so it’s really 
special to be able to get out and 
do something,” Hawk said.

With the success of the Farm-
ers Market, the Holtville Cham-
ber of Commerce hopes to bring 
the community back together for 
its Easter in the Park event sched-
uled for April if health conditions 
related to the pandemic continue 
to improve. 

“At this time, we are not sure if 
we will be allowed to hold Eas-
ter in the Park,” Allegranza said 
during an earlier interview. “We 
will know more as the tier levels 
change for the better, and hope-
fully by the end of the year, we 
will be closer to normalcy.”

MARKET
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Dozens of people make lines to purchase food from the various vendors in attendance at the Holtville Farmers Market on Saturday, March 13. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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