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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The United 
Methodist Church of Holtville may 
have recently shuttered, but the 
good works its former members per-
formed in the community continue 
through the newly incorporated 
First Church of Holtville.

One of those good deeds was on 
display Saturday, March 20, when 
some church members and dozens 
of volunteers gathered to distribute 
donated food items to hundreds of 
less-fortunate residents.

But with the closing of the Meth-
odist Church on March 5, the 
monthly food distribution event was 
instead held at the Turning Point 

Ministries offices on Cedar Avenue. 
The new temporary location also 
allowed organizers to distribute the 

food in a drive-through format.
“Everything went really good,” 

said church member Becky Miller, 
who has been helping organize the 
monthly events for the past nine 
years with her husband, Bob. “Peo-
ple really like the idea of driving 
through instead of having to wait in 
line.”

The monthly events had been 
hosted at the site of the former 
Methodist Church at 217 W. Sev-
enth St., until a recently settled civil 
lawsuit prompted the property to re-
vert to the possession of the church’s 
parent corporation, the South Dis-
trict Union of the California-Pacific 
Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.

HELP FOR THE HUNGRY
COMMUNITY

New First Church of Holtville Reverts to Past Good Deeds

Volunteers gathered at Turning Point Ministries in Holtville on Friday, March 19, to help separate food items that were to be distributed 
to less-fortunate families the following day by the First Church of Holtville. | JULIO MORALES PHOTOS

Bags containing donated food items await 
to be distributed by members of the newly 
formed First Church of Holtville and volun-
teers as part of a monthly event that was 
previously hosted by the Methodist Church 
in Holtville.

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Two people were pulled from the 
wreckage of a vehicle rollover and airlifted from the scene 
near where Bonds Corner Road turns into Walnut Ave-
nue on the southern edge of Holtville in the early-morning 
hours of Saturday, March 20.

The two people trapped in the vehicle, a 20-year-old 
male and a 34-year-old female, were extricated by Holt-
ville Fire Department crews and flown to Desert Regional 
Medical Center in Palm Springs from a landing site at the 
nearby former “Osborne Cotton Gin,” Holtville Fire Chief 
Alex Silva said.

A 17-year-old female was also in the vehicle, the chief 
said, adding that she was able to get out on her own and 
was transported to the hospital by family members.

The 20-year-old and the 34-year-old were both expected 
to have surgery on Monday, March 22, for nonlife-threat-
ening injuries, Silva said, but both were doing well and ex-
pected to be released from the hospital on Tuesday, March 
23.

The teenager was taken to El Centro Regional Medical 
Center by her family members after the wreck, and she 
was released on Sunday, March 21, Silva said on Monday.

LOCAL

Three Hurt 
in Fiery Crash

Victims, including teen, flown out 
as rollover sparks 3-alarm brush fire

A Holtville firefighter is seen walking toward the site of a vehicle 
rollover and brush fire on the west side of where Bonds Corner Road 
turns into Walnut Avenue on the southern edge of Holtville early 
Saturday morning, March 20. | PRESLEY RAMIREZ PHOTO

See CHURCH, PAGE 6 See CRASH, PAGE 6

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Imperi-
al County Office of Education 
recognized Jaedillene Laurino, 
the winner of the 16th annual 
Imperial County Spelling Bee, 
during a brief awards ceremo-
ny on Monday, March 22 at its 

offices in El Centro.
The seventh-grade Imperial 

Valley Home School Acade-
my student bested 26 students 
from 14 local schools by cor-
rectly spelling “effervescent” 
during the March 16 compe-

tition.
“It was kind of exhilarating 

and exciting for me,” Jaedil-
lene said on Monday about her 
being named the county’s top 
speller.

EDUCATION

County Spelling Bee Winner Recognized
Holtville sends 
middle schoolers 
Isaiah Bañuelos, 
Sydney Trevino

Imperial Valley Home 
School Academy sev-
enth-grader Jaedil-
lene Laurino, 13, of 
Brawley poses with 
her family during a 
ceremony honoring 
her for winning the 
16th annual Imperial 
County Spelling Bee 
on Monday, March 
22. | JULIO 
MORALES PHOTO

See SPELLING BEE, PAGE 7

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

MEXICALI — It’s a scene that 
has played out countless times at 
the Cobina shelter for migrants 
here. Founder Altagracia Tamayo 
Madueño interviews individuals 
who recently arrived in Mexica-
li, often after being deported from 
the United States or following long 
treks through Mexico’s interior en 
route to the U.S.

In a tone that is at once com-
forting and grave, Tamayo informs 
recent arrivals of what they may 
expect from both Mexican and 

American authorities now that they 
have arrived at this waystation for 
migrants who left behind their for-
mer lives in search of better oppor-
tunities. 

On Tuesday, March 23, Tamayo’s 
remarks were directed at several 
Central American women who in 
the preceding days had arrived at 
the migrant shelter on the western 
outskirts of the city’s bustling cen-
tral district.

She admonished a Hondu-
ran woman breastfeeding her 
14-month-old daughter who was 
recently deported from the U.S. for 

REGION

Mexicali Shelters Reach 
Limits from Migrant Surge

See SURGE, PAGE 3
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Week of March 22
Adult Healthy Relationships During a Pandemic
GUEST SPEAKER: Sergio Felipe Hernandez, AMFT Associate Mar-

riage and Family Therapist Mental Health Counselor Adult Services
Adulthood contains a number of life challenges, possibly 

including the beginning or ending of romantic  relationships, 
career choices, parenting, aging, and adult steps and stages. 

With therapist Sergio Hernandez, we  focus on all of these 
relational aspects in the context of this pandemic. He shares 

common concerns and helpful strategies in supporting 
ourselves and other adults through the remainder of the 

pandemic and its restrictions.

Semana del 22 de marzo
Relaciones Saludables entre 

Adultos Durante una Pandemia
ORADOR INVITADO: Monica Pinto Asociada Registrada para  
Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar Consejera de Salud Mental

La edad adulta contiene una serie de desafíos de la vida, que 
posiblemente incluyan el comienzo o el final de relaciones 

románticas, elecciones de carrera, paternidad, envejecimiento y 
los pasos y etapas adultas. Con la terapeuta Monica Pinto , nos 
enfocamos en todos estos aspectos relacionales en el contexto 

de esta pandemia. Ella comparte preocupaciones comunes y 
estrategias útiles de apoyo para nosotros mismos y a otros adultos 

durante el resto de la pandemia y sus restricciones.

LOCAL

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville sub-
station from March 17 through 
March 19.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
1:39 p.m.: A resident near the 

corner of Olive Street and Melon 
Road called police to report spot-
ting a suspicious white van in the 
neighborhood. Deputies made 
contact with the driver of the van 
who informed them that they 
were waiting to pick up a child 
from the high school. 

7:40 p.m.: A citizen coming 
out of the Family Dollar store re-
ported seeing a male subject run-
ning from a nearby apartment 
complex. The caller wasn’t sure 
a crime had been committed but 
requested a patrol check of the 
area. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19 
11:55 a.m.: A caller com-

plained that a group of young-
sters on quads were kicking up 
dust in an empty lot at Ninth 
Street and Holt Avenue. 

6:46 p.m.: A concerned res-
ident called police to report a 
loose pit bull jumping fences 
and chasing a boy in the area of 
Walnut Avenue and Sixth Street. 

6:59 p.m.: A resident on West 
Eighth Street called police to 
report that a neighbor has a 
3-month-old puppy tied up in 
their backyard with no food or 
water. Police investigated the 
complaint and found that the 
“puppy” was actually a small 
lion statue. 

4:27 p.m.: A Holtville resi-
dent called police to report buy-
ing a cellphone that the seller 
claimed was unlocked, howev-
er, after the sale, the buy found 
that the phone was in fact not 
unlocked. 

POLICE BRIEFS

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — An arson fire 
isn’t a good thing, of course, but 
for the residents living around a 
problematic property in the 800 
block of Olive Avenue, the neigh-
borhood might just be better off 
now.

“I’m sure after we bulldozed 
(the site), the property value went 
up,” Holtville Fire Chief Alex Sil-
va said on Tuesday, March 23. 
“That thing was such an eyesore.”

Curiously, just a few hours af-
ter a fire crew, that included Sil-
va, took photographs of an aban-
doned dwelling at 870 Olive Ave. 
to initiate the nuisance-abate-
ment process for neglected and 
deteriorating properties in the 
city, a fire broke out at that loca-
tion, with the origin pinpointed 
to a room in the rear of the house.

Silva said there were no util-
ities running to the site, and a 
neighbor in the area saw some-
one leaving the property about 15 
minutes before the Holtville Fire 
Department returned to a fully 
engulfed structure shortly after 5 
p.m. Monday, March 22. They left 
the site previously between 2 and 
2:30 p.m.

“It was definitely an arson,” Sil-
va said. “The building has been 
abandoned for years, and for 
years, there’s been no utilities, 
gas, cable, power, nothing.

“There was a lot of transients 
living there over the years,” he 
added.

Fire crews made quick work of 
the fire, extinguishing it in about 
45 minutes, Silva said, but an Im-
perial County fire unit was called 
in briefly to protect one nearby 
structure.

Shortly after the fire was out, 
though, the breeze began to 
pick up, and Silva said the frame 
started to sway from side to side. 
Rather than deal with a potential 
safety hazard, a city bulldozer 
was brought to the site around 
7:30 p.m. to knock down the 
house onto itself.

No one was injured by the fire 
and crews made certain no one 
was inside, Silva said.

“Empty” for several years now, 
the house had been subject of nu-
merous abatement orders by the 
city over the years, including be-
ing condemned and unlivable de-
spite squatters regularly breaking 

into the boarded-up structure, 
which Silva said had become a 
known spot for drug activity.

Owned by a woman identi-
fied as Irene Flores, according 
to available records, the city had 
gone through the abatement pro-
cess at least three previous times, 
using its city ordinances to try to 
get the property owned to clean 
up the home. 

Silva said at the time of the fire, 
the city had a lien on the proper-
ty to attempt to recoup its costs 
for previous abatement work, 
including chopping down and 
hauling off trees and other poten-
tial fire hazards.

Over the years, Silva said, 
neighbors have periodically 
called in to the city to complain 
about the state of the house or 
about the people seen coming 
and going.

Although Silva declined the 
name the owner, he added it’s 
been the same name attached to 
the property for several years. He 
said even after the dwelling was 
condemned and the windows 
and doors boarded, “a relative 
of the owner” stayed inside the 
home.

“That house is gone, so the 
neighbors can relax a little more 
now,” he said.

Arson Fire Ends Neighborhood ‘Eyesore’

A Holtville firefighter applies water to an arson blaze at a condemned home in the northwest area that is a known site for 
squatters and drug activity. | PRESLEY RAMIREZ PHOTO

IID GM RESPONDS 
OF IBEW AD

BY HENRY MARTINEZ

On March 11, 2021, an 
advertisement appeared 
in the Imperial Valley 

Press paid for by the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW), the labor 
union that represents approxi-
mately 900 Imperial Irrigation 
District employees. I felt it nec-
essary to present the District’s 
perspective and supporting facts.

IBEW’s advertisement spoke 
about a “Fair Contract.”  In 2020, 
the average wage paid to IBEW 
members (including benefits) at 
IID was $115,000. Comparative-
ly, an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician in Imperial County aver-
ages about $40,000. Firefighters 
in Imperial County average 
about $48,150. Police officers in 

Imperial County average about 
$62,118. Registered nurses in 
Imperial County average $86,711 
per year. IBEW members at IID 
average more than these first 
responders and many of those 
first-responder positions require 
a college degree.

MARTINEZ

LETTER TO THE EDTIOR

See LETTER, PAGE 4

VIDEO & AUDIO
ONLINE AT
holtvilletribune.com
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LOCAL NEWS

IVC to Retires Arab Mascot, Student Search for Sub

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

GILGAR

LETTER TO THE EDTIOR

having crossed illegally and being 
apprehended by American immi-
gration officials with her 10-year-
old autistic son.  

Yet, Tamayo also explains how 
the woman’s past employment as 
a nurse and previously established 
immigration status in Mexico 
may make it easier for the woman 
to find work and potential refugee 
status in Mexico, provided she 
first ween her toddler off breast 
milk to begin the arduous process. 

“We’re going to see how we can 
help you,” Tamayo said in Spanish.

Surge Strains Shelters’ Resourc-
es

The truth is, the shelter could 
use a lot of help, too. 

A recent surge in the number 
of Central American and Mex-
ican immigrants arriving at the 
U.S.-Mexico border has placed 
added strain on the shelter, which 
has yet to receive the financial 
assistance the Mexican govern-
ment had previously promised, 
and which is largely kept afloat 
through the generous donations 
of supporters on both sides of the 
border, Tamayo said.

That same reported surge of 
immigrants along America’s 
Southwest border also recent-
ly prompted U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security Secretary 
Andrew Mayorkas to defend the 
Biden administration’s response 
while appearing on various news 
shows on Sunday, March 21.

Though the Biden administra-
tion has softened much of former 
President Donald Trump’s more 
controversial immigration poli-
cies, Mayorkas also acknowledged 
that “the border is closed” and 
that U.S. authorities continue to 
work with their counterparts in 
Central America and Mexico to 
help stem the tide.

But as long as America is seen 
as a beacon of hope for desperate 
migrants, they can be expected to 
keep arriving in Mexico’s border 
states, Tamayo said.

“The (Mexican) government 
doesn’t want to admit it, but we 
will soon reach a point where 
there will be no space for them,” 
Tamayo said. “We’re overflowing 
right now (because) so many peo-
ple are arriving.”

Since 2016, Tamayo has served 
as administrator for the Cobina 
shelter in the city’s Colonia Pueb-
lo Nuevo district, as well as the 
Refugio del Migrante shelter and 
a community center for migrants 
in the nearby central district.    

The Cobina and Refugio shel-
ters are among the four that re-
main of the 16 that had previously 
operated within the city in recent 
times. The rest have all shut down 
because of a lack of resources, Ta-
mayo said.

The Cobina shelter exclusively 
shelters immigrant families with 
children, while the Refugio shelter 
has a mixture of families and sin-
gle adults. As of Tuesday, March 
23, the two-story Cobina shelter 
housed about 138 individuals in 
its 23 dorm rooms. At Refugio, 
some 110 individuals were being 
accommodated in 43 rooms.

At Cobina, an average of about 

nine immigrant families have 
sought shelter there on a daily 
basis. Only those who can show 
proof that they had recently tested 
negative for COVID-19 are per-
mitted onto the grounds. 

A recent change in federal law, 
Tamayo said, now requires state 
officials to assist shelters that pro-
vide housing for the influx of mi-
grants as they arrive in Mexican 
border states. 

Toward that end, the gov-
ernment of Baja California had 

agreed to provide financial as-
sistance for the cost of rent and 
electricity at both the Cobina and 
Refugio shelters, Tamayo said. No 
such payments have arrived to 
date, despite her repeated protests.

“The government doesn’t want 
to help the shelters,” Tamayo said. 
“They don’t even pay attention to 
what’s happening.”

Although the shelters have fall-
en behind on rent and electricity 
payments, their overall operations 
have continued to run relatively 

smoothly thanks to the assistance 
of a variety of humanitarian orga-
nizations and individuals.

El Centro resident Robert 
Holzman has been making re-
peated trips to the Cobina and 
Refugio shelters to donate food, 
cash, and supplies since fall 2019. 

On March 23, he dropped off 
five 20-pound boxes of frozen 
chicken thighs at the Cobina shel-
ter, as well as a 50-pound bag of 
potatoes and a crate of oranges 
at the Refugio shelter. He also 
jotted down notes whenever Ta-
mayo would describe an item on 
the shelters’ wish lists, such as a 
high-pressure three-burner stove 
with griddle that the Cobina shel-
ter could desperately use. 

A member of the local group 
Migrant Child Watch, Holzman 
said his efforts are assisted by 
like-minded Valley residents, 
some of whom are both support-
ers of his group as well as other 
local activist organizations.

“Migrant Child Watch is sup-
porting the shelters in Mexicali as 
an essential part of our mission,” 
Holzman said.

The group’s efforts are a crucial 
component of the shelters’ surviv-
al.

“We have been able to maintain 
operations because of the food 
they donate,” Tamayo said. 

Additional support has been 
provided by the organization Yes 
We Can, which has arranged to 
have classes taught daily at the 
Cobina shelter for the dozens of 
children housed there.

Legal services are made avail-
able for the shelters’ migrants by 
the Los Angeles-based nonprof-
it Al Otro Lado, which provides 
legal and humanitarian support 
for immigrants, deportees, and 
refugees. Other humanitarian 
organizations like the Red Cross 
and the International Organiza-
tion for Migration have provided 
invaluable assistance for both the 
shelter and its occupants, as well, 
Tamayo said.

SURGE
From Page 1

Honduran immigrant Victor Ramos said he will likely remain at the Cobina shelter in Mexicali to attempt to seek asylum under 
the administration of U.S President Joe Biden. Ramos was in the shelter on Tuesday, March 23. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

Cobina shelter founder Altagracia Tamayo Madueño speaks with a recently de-
ported Honduran woman at the migrant shelter’s office in Mexicali on Tuesday, 
March 23. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

CONTINUE READING AT 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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DON’T BE
A VICTIM!

BEWARE OF
SCAMS

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

DEAR IID CUSTOMER
IF YOU GET A CALL DEMANDING IMMEDIATE PAYMENT:

• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.

REALIZE THAT YOU
ARE IN CONTROL

According to the U.S. 
Census, the entire average 
household income of a family 
in Imperial County is just 
$47,622. The average IBEW 
individual working for IID 
makes 2.4 times MORE than 
the average household income 
of an ENTIRE family in Impe-
rial County.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has resulted in mass unem-
ployment and loss of income 
for millions of Americans. 

However, not a single IBEW 
member has been laid off or 
furloughed from their job at 
IID because of the pandemic.

The IBEW stated that 178 of 
its members have contracted 
COVID. Although that fact is 
unfortunately true, because 
of contact tracing IID has 
NOT identified a single case 
of COVID being contracted 
in the workplace by an IBEW 
member. IID has expended 
more than $1 million in face 
coverings, hand sanitizers, 
temperature screenings, UV 
light installations, air-protec-

tion systems, development of 
site-specific safety plans and 
safety protocols to keep its 
employees safe.

IBEW also claims that IID 
has “abandoned” its IBEW 
employees. That is not true. 
Although the prior contract 
with IBEW has expired, IID 
continues to honor its terms. 
Every IBEW member contin-
ues to enjoy the same level 
of protections, benefits, job 
security and compensation as 
they enjoyed before expiration 
of the contract. IID has not 
reduced salaries, health bene-

fits or any other benefits since 
the expiration of the contract.

Finally, the IBEW states 
that IID walked away from 
negotiating a new agreement. 
IID and IBEW negotiated for 
over eight months. The parties 
remain far apart on import-
ant issues such as a salary 
increase package. Both the 
IBEW and IID have agreed 
to engage a mediator to help 
resolve our differences. So, 
to be clear, the negotiations 
have not stopped, they have 
just moved on to a different 
scenario contemplated under 

IID policy and in adherence 
to labor law.

As General Manager of the 
IID, I can assure you that 
one of my top priorities is to 
ensure we continue to work 
in good faith with the IBEW 
and the mediator to reach 
a contract that is fair to all 
parties. We have an extraordi-
narily strong relationship with 
organized labor and hope that 
soon these negotiations will 
be behind us.

Henry Martinez is general 
manager of the Imperial Irri-
gation District.

LETTER
From page 2
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FOOTBALL

BY JALEN FONG
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — It wasn’t always the 
prettiest. It wasn’t the best played game 
for either team. But when it came down 
to winning and losing, the Imperial 
High football squad made the big plays 
when it mattered most in the annual 
Imperial Valley Classic against Holt-
ville.

The Tigers forced two crucial turn-
overs and capitalized on great field po-
sition to come away with a 14-6 victory 
over the Vikings at Shimamoto-Simp-
son Stadium in Imperial on Friday 
night, March 19.

After last week’s 23-22 loss to Braw-
ley Union, Holtville came into the 
game down two of its top rushers. Se-
nior Jose Devoux suffered a sprained 
left ankle and fellow senior Abraham 
Ramos pulled his groin late against the 
Wildcats and were unavailable against 
the Tigers.

Both teams played a relatively clean 
first half. Both squads had long drives, 
but it was the red zone that would be 
the undoing for both. The Tigers and 
Vikings had multiple drives that would 
result in turnovers on downs, keeping 
the game scoreless going into halftime.

The Vikings went into their bag 

of tricks to start the second half, sur-
prising the Tigers with an onside kick, 
recovered by Holtville junior Roger 
Rolfe. They were unable to capitalize 
as Imperial’s defense was able to regain 
possession after a quick three-and-out.

Holtville’s quarterback platoon of 
senior Erik Garcia and sophomore Da-
mian Rodriguez was unable to main-
tain any sort of rhythm offensively, 

completing only three passes between 
them.

Imperial seized control of the game 
with a Daniel Mendenhall interception, 
setting up the first score of the game, 
a 5-yard scoring rush by Ethan Ramos.

The Vikings would turn over the ball 
again on their next possession, fum-
bling in the red zone. But that would 
cost them more than just the ball. 
Leading rusher Jeramiah Higgins in-
jured his leg on the play and had to be 
carried off the field.

“We have plenty of kids on our squad 
that have to step up,” said Jason Turn-
er, Holtville’s fourth-year head coach. 
“Payton Iten did a fantastic job (after 
Higgins went out). We just have to 
come out with the guys we have and 
compete.”

Imperial increased its lead to 14-0 
courtesy of a Nathan Villalobos pick 
six off Rodriguez in the third quarter.

Holtville kept it close, scoring on a 
21-yard rush by Iten midway through 
the fourth quarter. The Vikings would 
be unsuccessful on the two-point con-
version try, leaving the score 14-6.

However, the Vikings were unable to 
muster any more magic on a final drive 
as they weren’t able to move the ball 
against the Tigers’ defense.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — With more than 20 years 
of coaching experience, even Holtville High 
School boys’ soccer head coach Juan Arroyo has 
been thrown for a loop in this COVID-short-
ened season.

Soccer, normally a winter sport in a tradition-
al school year, was cleared to begin practice in 
late February. With only four returning players, 
Arroyo knew he was going to do a lot of adjust-
ments on the fly with inexperienced players and 
little prep time.

“At small schools, it’s tough because I’ve had 
kids leave to go play baseball and leave to go 
play football,” Arroyo said. “Normally, I’m not 
competing with those sports for players.”

In Holtville’s season-opener against Brawley 
Union High on Thursday, March 18, Arroyo 
started the game with some players out of posi-
tion and had to make some quick changes. The 
moves paid off as the Vikings beat the Wildcats, 
2-1, in a nonleague matchup.

“I have a lot of new kids and we are still trying 
to figure out the different positions they will be 
stronger at,” Arroyo said. “That probably cost us 
the first goal.”

Brawley jumped on top, 1-0, with a sev-
enth-minute goal from Nathan Urbano, with an 
assist from Alfredo Valadez.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SEELEY — The first completed sport during this 
COVID-shortened school year has come to an end with the 
running of the Imperial Valley League Cross Country Cham-
pionships at Sunbeam Lake Park on Saturday, March 20.

The IVL cross-country season was the first to start, with 
dual meets beginning on Feb. 20. Now, with Saturday’s cham-
pionships, it is the first to be completed as there is no CIF-San 
Diego Section championship meet planned due to the pan-
demic.

The IVL championships take the top-15 runners from the 
dual-meet season and combine them into one race. Placing 
in the top 10 at the IVL championships earns an athlete the 
All-IVL designation.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — In an Imperial 
Valley League girls’ swimming 
tri-meet, it was Brawley Union 
High coming out on top, beat-
ing Holtville and Calipatria at 
Lions Center Pool in Brawley on 
Thursday, March 18.

The Wildcats won the meet 
with 87 total points, followed by 
Holtville with 51 and Calipatria 
with 14. 

Brawley’s Solae Enders, Ryan 
Dickerson and Cassiana Escal-
era all won their four events on 
the day to pace the Wildcats’ 
victory.

Holtville got a first-place 
finish from sophomore Skylar 
Hanson in the 100-yard butter-
fly and a first-place finish from 
its 400-yard freestyle relay team 
of Alyssa Enriquez, Kathryn 
Self, Jasmine Garewal and Abby 
Garewal.

IV CLASSIC

Tigers Hold On to Down Vikings, 14-6
Holtville High’s Erik Garcia tries to run around the Imperial defense during the Imperial Valley Classic rivalry game on Friday, March 19, at 
Shimamoto-Simpson Stadium in Imperial. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

Holtville High School junior Dorian Maize 
reaches up to catch a pass against Imperi-
al during the Imperial Valley Classic rivalry 
game at Imperial’s Shimamoto-Simpson Sta-
dium in Imperial on Friday, March 19. | VAL-
ERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

SOCCER

Vikings Open 
Season With 
Win vs. Brawley
Freshman Keeper Saves 11

Holtville High School’s Cesar Diaz (7) tries to shield 
Brawley Union’s Alberto Gonzalez away from the ball 
during their nonleague match in Holtville on Thursday, 
March 18. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO See FOOTBALL, PAGE 8

See SOCCER, PAGE 8

CROSS COUNTRY

Nerves, Excitement Abound at IVL Finals

See CROSS COUNTRY, PAGE 8

Holtville High 
School freshman 

Lillian Strahm 
crosses the 

finish line two 
seconds ahead 

of Central Union 
senior Clarissa 

Gonzales at 
the Imperial 

Valley League 
Cross Country 

Championships 
at Sunbeam Lake 

near Seeley on 
Saturday, March 

20. | CATHI 
PHILLIPS LARIOS 

PHOTO

SWIMMING

Brawley Girls Swim 
to IVL Tri-Meet Win

See SWIMMING, PAGE 8
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The parent corporation’s lawsuit 
was filed in response to the al-
leged failure of the former Holtville  
congregation to minister to the 
city’s overwhelming Latino popu-
lation, county Superior Court re-
cords stated. 

While a local judge did not rule 
on the merits of those allegations, 
the court did find that the parties’ 
binding contracts established the 
parent corporation as the owner of 
the church grounds, as well as an 
adjacent house at 225 W. Seventh 
St. and a parsonage at 663 Cedar 
Ave.

The loss of the church forced its 
former congregants to scramble to 

identify another venue where they 
could potentially host the food dis-
tribution events, which provides 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
supplemental food commodities 
to community members through a 
partnership with the Imperial Val-
ley Food Bank.

“Right now, it’s just temporary 
until we figure out what is real-
ly going to happen,” Miller said, 
while thanking Turning Point for 
its support. “They did not have to 
offer it up, but because of what they 
do, they were the only ones who 
offered.”

Members of the newly formed 
First Church of Holtville also had 
to find a new place to host Sunday 
services following the March 5 loss 
of the Methodist Church on Sev-
enth Street. 

Initially after the closure, con-
gregants gathered at an El Centro 
restaurant for brunch and an inspi-
rational message, said Don Brock, 
a First Church of Holtville member 
and former longtime member of 
the closed Methodist Church.

Congregants then gathered at 
Brock Brand Asparagus in El Cen-
tro for a more formal service the 
following Sunday. They met again 
on Sunday, March 21, at the Wom-
an’s Club of Holtville, where the 
congregation will continue to rent 
the space, for a nominal hourly fee, 
until a more permanent location is 
identified.

Though First Church of Holtville 
members have expressed an inter-
est in renting the former church’s 
property for services and food-dis-
tribution events, dialogue between 
parties has soured, making any 
kind of favorable agreement un-

likely, Brock said. 
One sign of the parent corpora-

tion’s bad faith effort is its offer to 
sell the former church site to the 
upstart congregation.

“How insulting is that?” Brock 
said in a phone interview Friday, 
March 19. “We don’t have the mon-
ey.”

In its response to the parent cor-
poration’s lawsuit, the local congre-
gants had pointed to the monthly 
food-distribution events as proof 
of its ministering to the local Lati-
no community.

The food distributions are typi-
cally held on the third Saturday of 
the month. Dozens of volunteers 
will gather on the day before to 
help prepare for the event by sepa-
rating the donated food items into 
bags that are then given to families 
in need.

“We’re all one big happy family,” 
Miller said.

Holtville resident Gerardo Mar-
tinez said he has been volunteer-
ing for the food distribution for 
the past year. After having been 
released from incarceration, Mar-
tinez said the county Probation 
Department advised him of the 
event and the food made available 
to vulnerable families. Aside from 
picking up some donated food that 
day, Martinez said he immediately 
had offered to volunteer, as well.

“I like to help people,” Martinez 
said in Spanish, as he helped bag 
food items at Turning Point Minis-
tries on March 19.

If not for the support of Turn-
ing Point Ministries, the monthly 
event may have had to have been 
cancelled for March. 

On Saturday, March 20, about 
300 families took part in the food 
distribution, Miller said. 

In exchange for the use of its 
facilities, Turning Point Minis-
tries’ will be receiving a monthly 
financial contribution from event 
organizers, Miller said. She also 
encouraged members of the com-

munity who are supportive of the 
group’s efforts to potentially donate 
to Turning Point, as well. 

With the approach of summer 
and its high temperatures, event 
organizers have plans to reach out 
to local businesses to determine 
whether the church can borrow 
swamp coolers to help keep vol-
unteers and participating families 
cool during the event, Miller said.

The decision by Turning Point 
Ministries to lend the use of its 
facilities to First Church of Holt-
ville was a “no brainer,” said Pastor 
Norm Chandler, considering the 
good works the church is perform-
ing on behalf of the community.

“Our space is available to them as 
long as it’s needed,” Chandler said 
in a phone interview on March 19. 
“We’re going to help them do what 
the Lord has called them to do.”

The facility turned out to be a 
good fit for the First Church of 
Holtville, since Turning Point al-
ready is approved to received do-
nated food items from the Impe-
rial Valley Flood Bank, Chandler 
said. Through its own partnership 
with the local food bank, Turning 
Point’s men’s home receives donat-
ed food items about once a week, 
he said.

“Our facility is available for any-
one to use when it comes to the 
community and community out-
reach,” Chandler said.

The founding of the Method-
ist Church in Holtville dates to 
1908, when it was incorporated 
as a Methodist Episcopal Church. 
It re-incorporated in 1940 under 
the name of The First Method-
ist Church of Holtville, and again 
in 1970 as the United Methodist 
Church. 

All its former members have 
joined the First Church of Holt-
ville, which was incorporated as a 
limited liability company on Jan. 
21, said church administrator Dina 
Patzloff in an email on Monday, 
March 22.
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Meanwhile, in a press release 
on Monday, sheriff ’s Sgt. Roy Pat-
terson, who leads the Holtville 
substation, stated the 20-year-old 
male has been identified as the 
driver of the car.

“An investigation is ongoing to 
determine the cause of the acci-
dent and no further information 
can be released at this time,” he 
stated.

It was not known whether al-
cohol was a factor in the rollover, 
although a first-responder source 
at the rollover scene said it was a 
“good assumption it was.”

Before Patterson’s release was 
distributed, sheriff ’s Chief Deputy 
Robert Benavidez said the driver 
had been extricated from the ve-
hicle and flown to Desert Region-
al before deputies had a chance to 
determine whether alcohol was 
involved.

However, “We did request a 
search warrant for toxicology for 
blood results, but that will out-
standing for four to six weeks,” 

Benavidez said.
The vehicle, believed to be ei-

ther a Chevy Camaro or a Ford 
Mustang, Silva said on Saturday, 
went through a fence and into 
what the chief described as a water 
reservoir on the west side of the 
roadway, catching fire and igniting 
overgrown brush in the area.

At some point between the time 
of the 1:35 a.m. call and the oc-
cupants of the vehicle being res-
cued, a third alarm was sounded 
as windy conditions put nearby 

Bolthouse Farms in jeopardy, Sil-
va said.

“Bolthouse Farms has lots of 
fuel, plenty of propane, gas, prob-
ably chemicals,” the chief added.

Bolthouse Farms is located at 
the southwestern intersection of 
Third Street and Walnut but ex-
tended south toward the crash 
site.

What led to the wreck was not 
clear, but Silva said the vehicle was 
seen traveling on Bonds Corner 
Road into town, and then seen 

traveling on Bonds Corner/Wal-
nut back out of town at a high 
rate of speed when the rollover 
occurred.

Reportedly the vehicle occu-
pants were attending a family 
party in the unincorporated area 
of the county just south of the 
crash site. Apparently, according 
to a first-responder source, family 
members somehow caught wind 
of the accident and were at the 
scene helping to get people out of 
the vehicle.

That source stated the family 
members, although attempting 
to help, hindered rescue efforts, 
and as a result, Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies had to in-
tervene. No one immediately con-
nected to the crash was arrested.

However, that first-responder 
source said another person from 
the party south of the crash site 
was cited for driving under the 
influence of alcohol by California 
Highway Patrol, which did not 
immediately provide information 
after messages were left on Satur-
day and Monday.

Chief Deputy Robert Benavidez 
told this newspaper on Saturday 

afternoon that in the case of the 
second incident, an Imperial Irri-
gation District worker reported a 
black F-150 had crashed into a ca-
nal at Bonds Corner Road, which 
was the vehicle headed to the roll-
over scene.

Benavidez said deputies sus-
pected the driver was under the 
influence and passed off the call to 
Highway Patrol.

The F-150 crash could not be 
confirmed by Highway Patrol 
considering the agency did not re-
turn calls seeking information.

Chief Silva headed back out to 
the rollover crash site around 9:30 
a.m., where the vehicle was be-
ing removed. Photos sent to this 
newspaper by Silva showed the 
vehicle burned to the point where 
it was just a steel shell.

Apparently, Silva said, when the 
vehicle rolled, it landed upright 
and caught on fire, setting off the 
untended brush and vegetation in 
the area.

In addition to Holtville fire, 
departments from the county, El 
Centro, Calexico, Brawley, West-
morland, and Naval Air Facility El 
Centro assisted with the blaze.

CRASH
From Page 1

The burned remnants of a sports car that rolled and caught fire, in turn causing a 
brush fire, is shown on Saturday morning, March 20. The rollover occurred several 
hours earlier near the curve where Bonds Corner Road becomes Walnut Avenue on 
the southern edge of Holtville. | ALEX SILVA PHOTO
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While Jaedillene said she doesn’t 
consider herself a highly competitive 
person, she does enjoy reading and, 
depending on the assignment, writ-
ing.  

For her win, Jaedillene was present-
ed with a trophy and several certifi-
cates of recognition during the cere-
mony ICOE hosted in her honor.

The 12-year-old Brawley resident 
is now qualified to participate in the 
preliminary round of the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee, to be held virtual-
ly in June.

The 10 to 12 of the nation’s top spell-
ers who advance to the national Spell-
ing Bee’s final round will gather at the 
Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, 
Fla., on July 8. The final round will be 
televised live on ESPN2.

Jaedillene was the first student in the 
11-year history of the Imperial Valley 
Home School Academy to compete in 
the county Spelling Bee, said Principal 

Murrie Plourd, who was on hand on 
Monday at the ICOE office to present 
Jaedillene with a bouquet of flowers.

“In it to win it,” Plourd said, refer-
ring to Jaedillene. “She’s a dynamo.”

COVID-19 had prompted the can-
cellation of last year’s Spelling Bee, 
and this year’s competition drew few-
er participating students and schools 
than in years prior, said Janet Estrada, 
ICOE curriculum coordinator.

Seeley Elementary sixth-grader No-
lan Baxley was the runner-up for the 
county Spelling Bee.

The 16th annual Imperial Coun-
ty Spelling Bee was the third time 
that Holtville Middle School sev-
enth-grader Isaiah Bañuelos has com-
peted against his peers at the county 
level. 

The 13-year-old Holtville resident 
has had the distinction of placing ei-
ther first or second at campuses with-
in the Holtville Unified School Dis-
trict for the past four spelling bees, 
earning the privilege of competing at 
the county level, he said in a phone in-
terview on Monday, March 22.

His debut came as a third-grad-
er, but he did not fare as well as he 
would’ve liked that year. 

“It made me try harder,” Isaiah said.
Not only does Isaiah consider him-

self a good reader and writer, he also 
admits to having a competitive spirit, 
whether it’s for sports, video games, or 
spelling bees. He said he plans to com-
pete in the spelling competition again 
next year. 

Also joining Isaiah at the county 
competition from the Holtville Uni-
fied School District was Sydney Tre-
vino, Holtville Middle School sev-
enth-grade student.

Sydney could not be included in this 
story by deadline Wednesday, March 
24, but will be included in an updated 
online version of the story.

The Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict did not have any of its students 
compete in the 16th annual Imperial 
County Spelling Bee due to miscom-
munication. The district was under 
the impression the bee had been can-
celed due to the pandemic, according 
to a Calexico Unified spokesperson.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
CASE NUMBER: ECU001808 TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner (name): Jaime Lee Jen-
sen filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  Present name : 
Jaime Lee Jensen  
Proposed name: 
Nada Y Todo 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interest-
ed in this matter appear before this court at 
the hear ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any per son objecting 
to the name changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
peti tion should not be granted. If no writ ten 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: May 14, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 7 
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, County of Imperial 
939 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four suc-
cessive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the peti tion in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county 
(specify newspaper): Holtville Tribune 
Date: March 15, 2021 
Jeffrey B. Jones 
Judge of the Superior Court Filed:  
Superior Court of California County of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 04:34:53 PM By Nelly Torres, 
Deputy Clerk Legal 9023  
Publish: March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 

for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/ 

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 
USAServicesOnline.com. 

 
REAL ESTATE/LOANS

 
RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!   
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

SPELLING BEE
From Page 1

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-161 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
All American Cleaning 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 98 
Imperial, CA 92251 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Tim Wallen 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Name(s) listed above on: Jan-
uary 9, 1989. 

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Tim Wallen, 
Owner The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26, 
2021. 
NOTICE: This statement expires on: 
February 25, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the ex-
piration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6482  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: Elsa Ibarra Sylling, 
aka Elsa I. Sylling, aka Elsa Sylling, 
aka Elsa Ibarra Ortiz 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000879  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Elsa Ibarra Sylling, aka Elsa I. Syl-
ling, aka Elsa Sylling, aka Elsa Ibar-
ra Ortiz 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Jesse Lopez in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Jesse Lopez be appointed as 
person al representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s  The petition requests au-
thority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This au-
thority will allow the personal rep-
resentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very import-
ant actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administra tion 
authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an ob-
jec tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
Date: April 2, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 

If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal represen tative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of let ters 
to a general personal representa 
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of es-
tate assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, Coun-
ty of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 02:27:35 PM By: 
Irma de la Rosa, Deputy Clerk Legal 
6483  
Publish: March 18, 25, April 1, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT  
FILE NO.: 21-220 
The following persons are conduct ing 
business as: 
Marrs Construction Designs Inc. 712 Fig 
Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Daniel John Marrs 
712 Fig Ave. 

Holtville CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A Corpo-
ration 
Articles of Incorporation: C4683550 Reg-
istrant commenced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
listed above on: March 15, 2021. 
I, Declare that all of the information 
in this statement is true and correct. Sig-
nature: Daniel John Marrs, Owner The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this State or a Ficti-

tious Business Name in Violation of the 
Rights of another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Re-
corder on: March 17, 2021. NOTICE: This 
statement expires on: March 16, 2026. A 
new statement must be filed prior to the 
expiration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Recorder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 9022  
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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“We started out rough, but we 
came out motivated,” said Bren-
nan Adams, Imperial’s senior 
running back who finished with 
103 rushing yards on 20 carries. 
“It’s been a while since we’ve been 
out here playing as a team, so 
there were some nerves early on, 
but I was able to pick it up in the 
second half.”

“I told our kids just to have fun. 
That was the main thing I wanted 
them to get out of tonight,” said 
Imperial head coach David Shaw, 

in his first year as head coach 
after being the defensive backs 
coach the past five seasons for the 
Tigers. “We almost lost this sea-
son. So, I told our kids that any 
game we play is a plus. Come out 
here, don’t worry about making 
mistakes, and just have fun.”

Imperial (1-0 overall) will 
host Imperial Valley League ri-
val Brawley Union (2-0 overall, 
1-0 in IVL play) at 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 26. Holtville (0-2 overall) 
will head home to Birger Field, to 
host Palo Verde High of Blythe 
in a Desert League matchup at 5 
p.m. Saturday, March 27.

FOOTBALL
From Page 5

Holtville High sophomore quarterback Damian Rodriguez gets set to throw the 
ball during the Vikings game against Imperial on Friday, March 19, at Shimamo-
to-Simpson Stadium in Imperial. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

The Vikings were able to tie 
the game, 1-1, late in the first half 
with a goal from senior Rodrigo 
Villareal off an assist from senior 
Joel Gil. 

Holtville goalkeeper Bryan Pa-
dilla, just a freshman, was able to 
shut out the Wildcats in the sec-
ond half and finished the game 
with 11 saves. 

“He (Padilla) has good height 
and he has all the instincts to be 
a fantastic goalkeeper,” Arroyo 
said. “He made the difference for 
us. Brawley had a lot of chances 
to score but he was able to make 
the saves when we needed them.”

With about 15 minutes left in 
the game, Villareal was able to 
beat the Wildcats’ goalkeeper for 
his second goal of the match, off 

an assist from senior Cesar Diaz. 
Padilla was able to thwart the 

late attacks by Brawley and keep 
Holtville on top, 2-1.

This is the first year in quite a 
while that boys’ and girls’ soc-
cer teams in the Imperial Valley 
will be in separate leagues. The 
last few years, the teams have all 
competed in the Imperial Valley 
League.

This year there will be an IVL 
(Calexico, Central Union, South-
west, and Brawley Union) and a 
Desert League (Holtville, Impe-
rial, Palo Verde of Blythe, Calipa-
tria, and Vincent Memorial Cath-
olic of Calexico).

Holtville’s girls’ soccer team 
made the trek to Warne Field in 
Brawley on Thursday, March 18, 
but came up on the short end, los-
ing 5-1.

SOCCER
From Page 5

Holtville High School freshman Bryan Padilla makes one of his 11 saves during the Vikings’ 2-1 victory over Brawley Union 
during a nonleague game in Holtville on Thursday, March 18. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

In the girls’ race, Brawley 
Union High senior Jaasiel 
Contreras was crowned IVL 
champion with her time of 20 
minutes, 37.50 seconds over 
the 3.1-mile course. The IVL 
champion on the boys’ side is 
Holtville senior Alan Jimenez, 
who finished Saturday’s race 
in 15 minutes, 58.39 seconds. 

“Today wasn’t my best run, 
but I made the best of it and 
did what I could,” said the 
18-year-old Jimenez, who set 
the IVL course record a week 
prior with a time of 15 min-
utes, 40 seconds. “I give my-
self a C or a C-plus for today’s 
race. The hills got me a little 
bit, and I wasn’t feeling great.”

For not feeling great, 
Jimenez still won by near-
ly 80 seconds as the sec-
ond-place runner was Central 
Union senior Michael Zuniga 
(17:17.36).

The rest of the All-IVL se-
lections were: Central senior 
Pedro Carrion (17:37.54), 
Imperial senior Aidan Var-
gas (17:38.47), Southwest 
sophomore Miguel Ramirez 
(17:50.71), Southwest soph-
omore Steven Gomez 
(17:55.79), Calexico senior 
Ricardo Campos (18:07.44), 
Central senior Edgar Mendez 
(18:13.58), Calexico senior 
Federico Felix (18:25.06), and 
Imperial senior Victor Pani-
agua (18:27.34).

“I was feeling a little bit 
nervous before the race and a 
little bit overwhelmed because 
I knew this was my last race,” 
said the Bulldogs’ Campos. “It 
was emotional, and I just told 
myself to leave it all out there 
and not have any ‘What ifs?’” 

The girls’ race was more 
contested than the boys, with 
six runners coming within a 
minute of Contreras, includ-
ing Southwest junior Sidney 
Garcia (20:43.00), who was 
just six seconds behind the 
Brawley senior.

The rest of the All-IVL run-
ners were: Calexico junior 
Briana Gallegos (20:58.17), 
Holtville freshman Lillian 
Strahm (21:09.36), Central 
senior Clarissa Gonzales 
(21:11.02), Imperial junior 
Natalie Lopez (21:22.90), 
Brawley senior Julitza Alva-
rez (21:26.46), Imperial soph-
omore Angelique Graham 
(22:22.25), Calexico senior 
Madison Longton (22:42.55), 
and Calexico junior Andrea 
Garcia (22:52.30).

“When I woke up today I 
was feeling lazy, but when we 
got here I was really excited 
and nervous,” said the Bull-
dogs’ Gallegos, who set a per-
sonal-best time by close to 30 
seconds. “It was a really good 
race for me. I wanted to get in 
the top five, and I ended up in 
the top three.”

Results from the boys’ IVL 
championships:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville (15:58.39)
Michael Zuniga, senior, Central (17:17.36)
Pedro Carrion, senior, Central (17:37.54)
Aidan Vargas, senior, Imperial (17:38.47)
Miguel Ramirez, sophomore, Southwest 
(17:50.71)
Steven Gomez, sophomore, Southwest 
(17:55.79)
Ricardo Campos, senior, Calexico (18:07.44)
Edgar Mendez, senior, Central (18:13.58)
Federico Felix, senior, Calexico (18:25.06)
Victor Paniagua, senior, Imperial (18:27.34)
Joseph Taylor, junior, Brawley (18:59.15)
Damian Torres, senior, Calexico (19:22.09)
Daniel Zavala, sophomore, Central (19:34.59)
Dominic Kirkpatrick, senior, Brawley (19:43.20)
Benico Cabanit, junior, Southwest (26:03.42)
Results from the girls’ IVL championships:
Jaasiel Contreras, senior, Brawley (20:37.50)
Sidney Garcia, junior, Southwest (20:43.00)
Briana Gallegos, junior, Calexico (20:58.17)
Lillian Strahm, freshman, Holtville (21:09.36)
Clarissa Gonzales, senior, Central (21:11.02)
Natalie Lopez, junior, Imperial (21:22.90)
Julitza Alvarez, senior, Brawley (21:26.46)
Angelique Graham, sophomore, Imperial 
(22:22.25)
Madison Longton, senior, Calexico (22:42.55)
Andrea Garcia, junior, Calexico (22:52.30)
Lilandra Padilla, sophomore, Brawley 
(23:53.52)
Amalia Cardona, sophomore, Imperial 
(24:14.13)
Elyssa Martinez, senior, Imperial (24:19.68)
Geneva Garcia, junior, Southwest (24:57.94)
Julissa Vizcarra, junior, Southwest (25:03.36)

CROSS COUNTRY
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RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Results from the tri-meet 
were:

200-yard medley relay: Braw-
ley (Solae Enders, Ellie Hoskins, 
Cassiana Escalera, Ryan Dicker-
son) 2:09.84. Holtville (Melany 
Lopez, Bella Fusi, Audrey Lu-
cero, Skylar Hanson) 2:32.87. 
Brawley (Isabella Halcon, Alex 
Veysey, Caitlynn Pederson, Jesse 
Garcia-Cruz) 2:34.39.

200-yard freestyle relay: Braw-
ley (Solae Enders, Ellie Hoskins, 
Cassiana Escalera, Ryan Dick-
erson) 1:53.72. Holtville (Au-
drey Lucero, Melany Lopez, Al-
yssa Enriquez, Skylar Hanson) 
2:06.98. Holtville (Kathryn Self, 
Jasmine Garewal, Abby Garewal, 
Bella Fusi) 2:41.95.

400-yard freestyle relay: Holt-
ville (Alyssa Enriquez, Abby 

Garewal, Jasmine Garewal, Kath-
ryn Self) 6:17.69.

200-yard freestyle: Cassi-
ana Escalera, Brawley, 2:13.90. 
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria, 
3:00.25. Josy Esquivel, Brawley, 
3:25.18.

200-yard individual med-
ley: Jesse Garcia-Cruz, Brawley, 
3:10.80. Bella Fusi, Holtville, 
3:23.89.

50-yard freestyle: Solae Enders, 
Brawley, 27.95. Ellie Hoskins, 
Brawley, 29.18. Isabel Regalado, 
Calipatria, 31.79. 

100-yard butterfly: Skylar Han-
son, Holtville, 1:18.25. Audrey 
Lucero, Holtville, 1:19.81. Cait-
lyn Pedersen, Brawley, 1:22.50. 

100-yard freestyle: Cassiana 
Escalera, Brawley, 1:00.99. Ellie 
Hoskins, Brawley, 1:06.86. Isa-
bella Halcon, Brawley, 1:10.66.

500-yard freestyle: Ryan Dick-
erson, Brawley, 6:36.40. Cait-

lynn Pedersen, Brawley, 7:44.01. 
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria, 
7:57.58.

100-yard backstroke: Solae 
Enders, Brawley, 1:16.00. Alyssa 
Enriquez, Holtville, 1:37.76. Mia 
Loera, Brawley, 1:47.15.

100-yard breaststroke: Ryan 
Dickerson, Brawley, 1:26.40. Au-
drey Lucero, Holtville, 1:29.51. 
Skylar Hanson, Holtville, 1:32.65.

Holtville Swim Fundraiser
The Holtville High swim team 

is raising funds through a virtu-
al run/walk/swim. From April 1 
through May 31, participants can 
run, walk, or swim their way to 
either 5 kilometers or 10 kilome-
ters.

The cost is $35 per participant 
and each participant gets a “Vi-
king Strong” t-shirt, a race med-
al, and a downloadable race bib. 
To enter the virtual event, visit: 
https://bit.ly/30YaYfd

Holtville High School’s Skylar Hanson prepares to dive off the starting platform during the Vikings’ tri-meet with Brawley 
and Calipatria at the Lions Center Pool in Brawley on Thursday, March 18. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH

SWIMMING
From Page 5
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