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An photo of the scene of the fatal accident at a intersection of Norrish Road and Highway 115 outside Holtville that left 13 people dead was captured by photogra-
pher Jimmy Dorantes. This photo is not for release and not for use by any other media, including the AP. | JIMMY DORANTES PHOTO

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville Fire 
Chief Alex Silva, whose department 

was the first to ar-
rive to the scene 
of a deadly colli-
sion on Tuesday 
morning, March 
2, said accidents 
along intersec-
tions with High-
way 115 have 

been a reoccurring issue in the area.

Holtville Chief: 
Highway 115 
Source of ‘Critical’ 
Calls, Collisions

‘Gruesome’ Accident Related to Smuggling, Sources Say

SILVA BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Dozens of 
Holtville High School students 
have returned to campus over 
the past few weeks to receive 
supplemental in-person instruc-
tion in a variety of classes. 

The participating students are 
grouped into small cohorts of no 
more than 10 students with the 
overall number of students on 
campus fluctuating between 45 
to 60 during the week.

Holtville High’s cohort mod-
el of instruction is aligned with 
current guidelines for schools 
operating within counties that 
are in the Purple Tier of the 
state’s recovery roadmap, Princi-
pal Anthony Arevalo said.

EDUCATION

Holtville High 
Welcomes 
Student Cohorts 
Back to Campus

See COHORTS, PAGE 6

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Though construc-
tion for the Holtville Middle School 
gymnasium has been delayed by 
COVID-19, a school district offi-
cial expressed hope that its pending 
completion will coincide with the 
anticipated lifting of pandemic-re-
lated restrictions against indoor 
gatherings.

The $4 million Measure G proj-
ect was previously expected to have 
been completed by the end of Febru-
ary but is now expected to conclude 
by late May, said John-Paul Wells, 
Holtville Unified School District as-
sistant superintendent.

“We’re hoping to get that done in 
time to make it available in the sum-
mer for events,” Wells said during a 
phone interview.

Middle School Gym Construction Ongoing
EDUCATION

See HMS GYM, PAGE 3

The unfinished 
interior south-
west corner of 
the wall of the 
9,980-square-foot 
Patrick Ward Me-
morial Gym at Holt-
ville Middle School 
is shown in a Feb. 
16 photo. The gym 
is expected to be 
finished by May. 
COURTESY PHOTO

See SILVA, PAGE 8

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Thirteen people are 
dead ranging in ages from their early 20s 
to their 50s, including a 28-year-old driv-
er from Mexicali, after an early-morning 
traffic collision on Tuesday, March 2, that 
was described as “gruesome” by Imperial 
County Fire Chief Alfredo Estrada.

During an afternoon press conference 
Tuesday at the scene of the accident on 
Highway 115 and Norrish Road north-
west of Holtville, a California Highway 
Patrol official said 12 people died at the 
scene and one died in El Centro Region-
al Medical Center.

Media reports are stating that various 
sources have connected the crash to a 
human-smuggling operation that like-
ly originated from the Ford Expedition 
sport-utility vehicle involved in the fa-
tal collision having entered the United 
States from Mexico through a 10-foot 
hole cut into the border fence east of 
Drop 4 of the All-American Canal east 
of Calexico.

See WRECK, PAGE 7

An aerial drone photo of the scene of the fatal accident at 
the intersection of Norrish Road and Highway 115 outside 
Holtville that left 13 people dead was captured by photog-
rapher Jimmy Dorantes. This photo is not for release and not 
for use by any other media, including the AP. 
JIMMY DORANTES PHOTO

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
inoculation against COVID of 
farmworkers and ag-related and 
food industry sectors, as well as 
educators, including childcare 
workers, continued this week 
on the heels of a pair of mass 
vaccination events at Imperial 
Valley College on Feb. 26.

Imperial County Public 
Health Department, with the 
help of the Imperial County 
Office of Education, Comite 
Civico Del Valle, and the Cali-
fornia National Guard, helped 
administer some 1,400 doses at 
IVC in separate sector-specific 
morning and afternoon drive-
through clinics, according to 
county Public Health officials.

Some 400 doses were admin-
istered to the education sector 
in the a.m. and 1,000 were given 
to farmworkers and agricultural 
sector employees in the after-
noon.

Meanwhile, county officials 
were waiting to hear from the 
state on Wednesday wheth-
er Imperial County had done 

See COVID, PAGE 3

COVID-19

Additional Doses Given 
in Phase 1B Sectors

County 
Closes In 
On Red Tier



BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Temporary 
street closures could become a 
common sight in front of the Pine 
Avenue offices of Dr. Vincent 
Soun now that he and his staff are 
leading efforts to vaccinate Holt-
ville residents against COVID-19. 

Soun’s drive-through clinic on 
Thursday, Feb. 25, was a first for 
the city and something of a test 
run to help finetune its logistics 
so that larger crowds may poten-
tially take part in future vaccina-
tion clinics.

Additional clinics were to take 
place this week.

As it was, the Feb. 25 clinic 
was the first of a two-day event 
that was scheduled to see some 
50 doses of the Moderna vaccine 
administered on each day to in-
dividuals aged 65 and older, and 
conclude on Friday, Feb. 26. 

“This is definitely something 
we’ve been wanting to do for a 
while, and I’m glad it’s finally 
here,” Soun said as he observed 
his staff administer the vaccine 
to those who participated in the 
clinic.

His goal for the near future, 
which has the city’s blessing and 
its promise of assistance, is to 
start hosting large-scale drive-
through vaccination clinics that 
would accommodate thousands 
of participants over the course of 
several successive days.

The 100 total doses of the Mod-
erna vaccine that Soun will ad-
minister this week were allocat-
ed by the county Public Health 
Department, which is working 
closely with Soun and other local 
healthcare providers to host such 
events throughout the county.

Based on the success of the 
events, Soun said he is hoping to 

receive even larger allocation of 
vaccine in the future. Currently, 
he is the only authorized health-
care service provider to be able to 
administer the vaccine in Holt-
ville.

“If we’re going to make this into 

a major vaccination site, all hands 
need to be on deck,” he said, while 
expressing gratitude for the assis-
tance the city, Holtville Fire De-
partment, and Chamber of Com-
merce provided. “They played a 
major role in helping us make this 
possible.”

Fire Department personnel 
were on hand to help monitor 
participants after they were vac-
cinated in case any suffered se-
vere side effects. 

The event’s “all-hands-on-
deck” status also required the as-
sistance of nearby Parkers Phar-
macy, which was acting as the 
supplier of the emergency med-
icine that would have been used 
in the event a clinic participant 
suffered a severe reaction to the 
vaccine, Soun said. 

For Thursday’s clinic, Pine Av-
enue was blocked off to through 
traffic and orange traffic cones 
were set up to guide clinic par-
ticipants’ vehicles into one of 
two lanes where they could re-
ceive the vaccine injection.

Soun’s staff had scheduled two 
preregistered participants for 
each 15-minute interval between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. However, or-
ganizers soon discovered that 
they had a considerable amount 
of idle time between the time it 
took to administer a vaccine and 
when the next participant would 
arrive for their scheduled ap-
pointment. 

In response, office staff start-
ed calling those registered in the 
afternoon as well as for Friday 
to come in at their earliest pos-
sible convenience on Thursday 
morning, said Rosie Allegranza, 
chamber chief executive officer.

“Now we know for the next 
clinic that we can schedule more 
people in because everything ran 
smoothly,” Allegranza said. 

For Friday’s event, organizers 
are hoping to wrap up operations 
by noon, she said. On Thursday, 
Allegranza helped verify that 
an arriving vehicle’s passengers 
were indeed on the registration 
list, checked their temperatures, 
and asked whether they were 
experiencing any COVID-like 
symptoms.

She also had a stack of regis-
tration packets to hand out to 
anyone interested in getting their 
names on a waiting list for future 
vaccination events.

Within an hour of commenc-
ing, Soun’s medical staff was able 
to vaccinate 17 people, including 

67-year-old Holtville resident 
Victor Gastelum.

Though he considers himself 
to be of sound health, getting the 
vaccine has been a top priority 
of Gastelum’s, especially because 
of the loss of life that he has ob-
served take place in Holtville 
among his group of peers.

“The majority were old people 
who had health complications,” 
he said.

As of Thursday, some 38 
COVID-related deaths have 
been reported in Holtville, the 
Public Health Department’s 
website stated.

The 100 individuals who were 
scheduled to receive the vaccine 
from Soun’s Sarin & Tao Family 
Medical Clinic during the two-
day event were a mixture of pa-
tients and nonpatients. He had 
initially requested 200 vaccines 
from Public Health to accommo-
date a larger number of seniors, 
said Raquel Lopez, administra-
tive assistant.

“We still have a long waiting 
list of more than 100 seniors,” 
Lopez said.

The clinic is now currently in 
the process of establish a wait-
ing list of individuals aged 16 
through 64 with high-risk health 
conditions who, beginning 
March 15, will be eligible to get 
vaccinated in accordance with 
the state’s guidance, she said.

“We might as well get every-
body vaccinated so we can get 
back to normal,” Lopez said.

Normal is something that 
65-year-old Holtville resident 
Josie Rehn said she hasn’t really 
experienced since the onset of 
the pandemic.

Rehn was also among those 
who received the vaccine on 
Thursday morning. She said she 
had tested positive for the coro-
navirus in December and that 
her symptoms were limited to a 
lost sense of taste and smell.

The decision to now get vacci-
nated was prompted by a desire 
to ward off any more potential-
ly severe symptoms should she 
contract the illness a second 
time. 

“I thought it wouldn’t be so 
bad if I get vaccinated,” Rehn 
said.

Though a person who has 
been infected with COVID-19 
has antibodies in their system for 
several months that help protect 

PAGE 2 — Thursday, March 4, 2021

Holtville
Tribune
1239 W. Main St. 

El Centro, CA 92243
PUBLISHER:

Brenda Torres
EDITOR:

Richard Montenegro Brown
REPORTERS:

Julio Morales, Celeste Alvarez, 
Elizabeth Varin, Luke Phillips

PRODUCTION:
Luke Phillips 

Christina Villarreal
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Cathi Phillips Larios
Camilo Garcia Jr., 

WEB CONTENT CREATOR:
Priscilla Brown

OFFICE MANAGER:
Rosa Nogueda

Holtville Tribune (USPS 247-880) 
is published weekly on Thursdays 
for $42 per year by Holtville Tri-
bune/Imperial Valley Weekly/
Calexico Chronicle at 1239 W. 
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 
Periodical postage paid at Holt-
ville, California.
Postmaster: Send address chang-
es to Holtville Tribune, 1239 W. 
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 
The Holtville Tribune is a newspa-
per of general circulation for the 
publication of legal notices, as 
defined in Section 4460 of the 
Political Code, State of California, 
in the Superior Court of Imperial 
County. 
Subscription prices: Imperial 
County - one year for $42, two 
years for $75; In California - One 
year for $42, two years for $75; 
Foreign - (except military) one 
year for $45. 

E-mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com

www.holtvilletribune.com

CALL (760) 339-4899 

A first class newspaper entered as 
second class matter at Holtville Post 

Office, February 27, 1905, under Act of 
Congress of March 3, 1997. 

Member of CNPA

LOCAL NEWS
CONTACT EDITOR RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN | richardmontenegrobrown@gmail.com

COVID-19

Week of March 1

Central Union High School’s  
Yellow Ribbon Club 

The Yellow Ribbon Club, a high school student organi-
zation, encourages a positive attitude and outlook in 
life. The  club promotes holistic wellness starting with 

students, but with a goal of reaching the entire commu-
nity, through a  focus on self-care and positivity. Join us 
as counselor Ramona Campos and student leaders Itzel 

and Vanessa talk  more about this wonderful school-
based mental health wellness club.

Semana del 1 de marzo

Club del Listón Amarillo de 
Central Unión High School

El Yellow Ribbon Club, es una organización de estudiantes de 
preparatoria, fomenta una actitud y una perspectiva

positiva de la vida. El club promueve el bienestar integral 
comenzando con los estudiantes, pero con el objetivo de
llegar a toda la comunidad, a través de un enfoque en el 

cuidado personal y la positividad. Únase a nosotros mientras
la consejera Ramona Campos, la maestra Norma Pineiro y 

líder estudiantil Itzel hablan más sobre este maravilloso
club de bienestar de salud mental basado en la escuela.

POLICE BRIEFS

Holtville’s First Vaccination Clinic a Success

ABOVE: Dr. Vincent 
Soun (right) hosted a 
drive-through COVID-19 
vaccination clinic on 
Thursday, Feb. 25, 
where 50 seniors 
were scheduled to be 
vaccinated that day  
and 50 more on the 
following day.

LEFT: Holtville resident 
Victor Gastelum receives a 
COVID-19 vaccine during a 
drive-through vaccination 
clinic on Thursday, Feb. 
25. The clinic was to 
conclude on Friday,  
Feb. 26. 
JULIO MORALES PHOTOS

See CLINIC, PAGE 8
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LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR

Burger Joint in Crosshairs of Local IG Celeb

FEB. 23-28
The following reports were col-

lected from the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office call logs for the 
Holtville substation from Feb. 23, 
through Feb. 28.

SUNDAY, FEB. 28
10:17 a.m.: A female subject 

called the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Department to report that 
her uncle had received a phone 
call from an unknown caller who 
threatened to hurt her and pre-
tended to have kidnapped her. 

11:39 p.m.: A resident on Beale 
Avenue called police to report a 
suspicious, half-opened Amazon 
box sitting on the sidewalk. 

5 a.m.: A 10th Street resident 
was getting ready for a morning 
run when he noticed that his 
pop-up camper trailer had been 
stolen. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
9:42 p.m.: Five Imperial Coun-

ty Sheriff ’s Office units respond-
ed to the Barbara Worth Country 
Club after an employee reported 
that a group of about 10 sub-
jects was trying to attack anoth-
er employee in the parking lot. 
Sheriff ’s Chief Deputy Robert 
Benavidez called the incident a 
“verbal altercation” and said that 
nobody was injured and nobody 
was arrested. He was unable to 
comment further as the case is 
still under investigation. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 26
6:34 a.m.: A resident of Pine 

Avenue called police to report 

that somebody had broken their 
front window during the night. 

7:06 p.m.: A subject at the 
Holtville Taco Shop called police 
to report a minor fender bender 
between a maroon Charger and 
a white Nissan. Both drivers in-
volved in the accident left the 
scene before police arrived. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24
11:08 a.m.: A Grape Ave-

nue resident reported receiving 
threatening phone calls from 
somebody claiming to be the po-
lice and asking for personal in-
formation. 

10:19 p.m.: A resident at the 
corner of Brentwood Avenue and 
East Eighth Street reported a sus-
picious woman in a dark-colored 
hoodie looking into their back-
yard. 

7:30 p.m.: A Circle Drive res-
ident called police to report a 
suspicious heavy-set woman in 
glasses hanging around in the 
alley behind the residence. The 
reporting party told police that 
they believe the woman may be 
hiding drugs in the alley. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
6:08 a.m.: A resident on Bonds 

Corner Road reported that 
somebody had broken into their 
tool shed and stole several tools. 

7:33 a.m.: The Sheriff ’s Office 
received a report that a work bus 
had been stolen from a yard on 
Zenos Road. Police located the 
bus in some bushes at the corner 
of Holt and Norrish roads. 

POLICE BRIEFS

When completed, the 
9,980-square-foot Patrick Ward 
Memorial Gym, named in mem-
ory of long-time, beloved Holt-
ville Middle School physical 
education teacher Patrick Ward, 
will provide a new venue for bas-
ketball and volleyball, retractable 
seating, two scoreboards, wireless 
internet connectivity, restroom 
facilities, and an equipment stor-
age room.  

Additionally, Holtville Unified 
is looking to install a new pro-
jector and retractable screen that 
can be used for school assembly 
presentations and daily PE les-
sons. To help fund the purchase 
of the projector and screen, the 
district is seeking business and 
community sponsorships by sell-
ing scoreboard panels, Wells said.

The new middle school gym-
nasium/multipurpose room is 

the first of several projects that 
are planned with funds generat-
ed by Measure G, the November 
2018 general obligation bond 
measure that authorized the dis-
trict to issue a total of $10 million 
in bonds.

The passage of Measure G re-
sulted in an annual property tax 
increase of $40 per $100,000 of 
assessed property value. What 
that means is, for example, for 
a home valued at $200,000, the 
measure adds $80 a year to the 
tax bill.

The district’s first issuance of 
$4 million in bonds took place in 
May 2019. 

As part of the current $4 mil-
lion project, lights are also being 
installed for a field that is located 
south of the new gymnasium and 
which will benefit high school 
sport teams and local youth sport 
leagues.

“We were able to fit it in our 
budget to get one set of field 
lights out there,” Wells said. “I 

know it’s something that the 
community has really wanted to 
get for years.”

The current overall project 
broke ground in February 2020 
and is especially welcome con-
sidering that the city of Holtville 
has a relatively limited number 
of facilities that can accommo-
date and further help promote 
school-sponsored youth sports 
and competitive club activities. 

“I think it’s going to be a ma-
jor improvement, not just for the 
middle school, but for the com-
munity,” Wells said. “There’s al-
ways a lot of requests for our high 
school gym, but it’s really hard to 
accommodate because of school 
activities there.”

The new building is being con-
structed on the eastern side of 
the campus, replacing old asphalt 
tennis and basketball courts that 
were no longer in use. No locker 
room will be included, since the 
middle school already has an ex-
isting locker facility that students 

will continue to use, Wells said.
The primary contractor is Los 

Altos-based ESR Construction, 
who is working with subcontrac-
tor, Modus Systems of Scotts Val-
ley, California.

Another $4 million in Measure 
G funds are also slated to go to-
ward a similar cafeteria/multi-
purpose room project at Holtville 
High.

“I’m kind of trying to get the 
middle school squared away and 
get that put to bed before we tack-
le the high school,” Wells said.

Like the middle school gymna-
sium, the proposed high school 
MPR project could also incorpo-
rate prefabricated building com-
ponents, which Wells said a lot of 
other school districts are select-
ing for construction projects.

“That’s what we’re aiming for,” 
he said. “Of course, we’ll have to 
look at cost estimates and com-
pare to the budget to see what’s 
available.”

Prior to its approval by voters 

in November 2018, Measure G 
identified four project priorities, 
which included, in order of pri-
ority, the middle and high school 
MPRs, as well as the Pine School 
student services building, and 
Finley Elementary classrooms 
and offices.

A new high school MPR would 
be a welcome addition for C.J. 
Johnston, Holtville High vice 
principal and athletic director.

“Any time you have a new fa-
cility, it’s always a bonus,” John-
ston said. “It seems like you never 
have enough facilities, whether 
it’s a building or a field.”

Such new facilities provide 
school officials the opportunity 
to expand their sports programs, 
further help students build their 
interests in sports, as well as pro-
vide a venue for the community 
after school hours, Johnston said.

“Right now, we have more 
teams practicing then we’ve ever 
had,” Johnston said. “They’re al-
ways fighting over facility time.”

HMS GYM
From page 1

See CLINIC, PAGE 8

enough to open to the Red Tier 
in the state’s roadmap to recov-
ery.

“We’re going to be within one 
week of meeting the Red Tier 
metrics,” Public Health Director 
Janette Angulo during her up-
date to the county Board of Su-
pervisors on March 2. “In order 
for the county to open up to the 
next tier … we must meet met-
rics for two consecutive weeks.”

To meet the requirements, 
the county must maintain a case 
rate between four and seven per 
100,000 residents and a testing 
positivity rate between 5 percent 
and 8 percent.

On Wednesday morning, the 
county dashboard showed a case 
rate of 8.12 per 100,000 residents 
and a testing positivity rate of 
11.45 percent. It wasn’t imme-

diately clear by this newspaper’s 
deadline how that effects efforts 
considering the state goes by a 
weekly average.

“This is a big step on the road 
to recovery for our county. Al-
though we are not officially mov-
ing to the Red, less-restrictive 
tier yet, this is a great sign that 
our community is taking all ac-
tions possible to improve our 
conditions and to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19,” coun-
ty board Chair Michael Kelley 
stated in a press release sent out 
Tuesday afternoon.

“This is the first time, since the 
start of the pandemic that Impe-
rial County has been this close 
to moving out of the state’s most 
restrictive level for activities 
and businesses,” stated Dr. Ste-
phen Munday, Imperial County 
Health Officer, the same release. 
“This is very encouraging and re-
flective of our community’s col-
lective efforts to slow the spread 

of COVID-19 locally.”
Munday told the board on 

Tuesday morning that efforts 
were underway to get ready for 
the move by updating the coun-
ty health order, mostly by easing 
quarantine restrictions.

In terms of continued vacci-
nations, this week, more food 
industry workers were vacci-
nated on Monday, March 1, and 
Tuesday, March 2, with childcare 
workers getting their first dos-
es on Tuesday afternoon, all in 
curbside mobile clinics put on by 
the county, Angulo said.

The vaccination of teachers 
and education sector workers 
comes as development continues 
in the potential of returning to 
in-person instruction.

Angulo reported on Tuesday 
that safety plans to clear the 
opening for a return to campus 
for transition kinder students 
through sixth-graders were ap-
proved for the Holtville Unified 

School District, Imperial Uni-
fied, and Brawley’s elementary 
district and single-school Mag-
nolia and Mulberry districts.

Any announcement on when 
those schools will resume wasn’t 
immediately available.

One of the biggest changes 
brought on by the potential to 
enter the Red Tier would be the 
state allowing all kinder through 
high schools to resume in-class 
instruction, Munday and Angulo 
said Tuesday, and both were due 
to meet with county education 
officials to further discuss on 
Wednesday.

One of the reasons for the shift 
by the state was the slowly in-
creasing availability of vaccine, 
including the announcement 
on Saturday, Feb. 27, that the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine had 
received emergency-use autho-
rization from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, Angulo 
said.

Angulo said 4 million doses of 
the vaccine are in the pipeline, 
but she did not know what that 
immediately means for Imperial 
County. She added that Public 
Health should find out in a cou-
ple days if and when those doses 
will come.

Increased access to additional 
doses for Imperial County is still 
desperately needed despite ship-
ments over the last two weeks 
that are double and triple of the 
prior allocations.

Imperial County was still 
ranking far behind most of the 
state’s 58 counties in terms of 
vaccine doses administered per 
100,000 residents. The latest data 
from state Department of Public 
Health showed that Imperial sits 
at No. 48 in the state, with 28,390 
doses put in arms, or 15,753.3 
doses per 100,000 residents.

COVID
From page 1

CONTINUE READING AT 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — It’s been 
15 months since football 
was played at Holtville High 
School, but Friday, Feb. 26, 
brought back the familiar 
sound of shoulder pads crack-
ing and conditioning drills 
beginning.

Thanks to new guidelines 
issued on Feb. 19 that moved 
football from the Orange Tier 
to the Red and Purple tiers, 
practice was able to begin in 
Imperial County on Friday 
as the county’s COVID-19 
numbers dropped below the 
parameter of 14-per-100,000 
residents. Imperial County sat 
at 6.56 new cases per day per 
100,000 as of Friday, Feb. 26.

Holtville High’s football 
team was the first to take the 
field on Friday morning, and 
fourth-year coach Jason Turn-
er said it was a bit of an awk-
ward feeling when arriving on 
campus.

“It was awkward and emo-
tional all at the same time,” 
Turner said. “A lot of the guys 
hadn’t been on campus in a 
year, but once we all got there 
and went through the proto-

cols, a lot of the uneasiness 
seemed to go away.”

Due to regulations regard-
ing the 2021-22 school year 
and football season, this cur-
rent football season will have 
to be completed by April 17, 
according to CIF-San Diego 
Section.

Weekly COVID-testing 
requirements will be put in 
place for football players and 
coaches. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced last week that the 

state will pay for the cost asso-
ciated with regular testing of 
high school athletes.

“When the kids all got 
around each other and start-
ed talking to each other, it 
seemed to get back to nor-
mal,” said Turner, whose team 
features 20 seniors who were 
afraid they wouldn’t have a 
football season. “When we got 
on the field with the footballs, 
there was a lot of emotion.”

Senior linebacker Ryder 
Merten has seen his two fa-
vorite parts of high school 
return in the last two weeks, 
with the return of the band’s 
drumline practices and the re-
turn of football.

“Being back on the field 
today and looking up at the 
stands was very nostalgic. It 
was great to be back there 
with all the guys,” 18-year-old 
Merten said. “I’d totally lost 
hope. I was already changing 
gears thinking there wasn’t 
going to be anything going on 
this year.”

Vikings’ senior running 
back Jose Devoux said he’s 
grateful for any chance he gets 
to play this season with his 
team.

HELMETS ON,

VIKINGS

Holtville Football Practice Begins

Change in COVID-19 tier allows players to return to the field

Holtville High School senior running back Jose Devoux takes a handoff during the Vikings practice on 
Friday, Feb. 26. Devoux is one of 20 seniors on the Holtville roster for this COVID-shortened season.  
CAMILO GARCIA JR PHOTOS

Holtville High School senior Jon-
athan Heraz wears a mask during 
the Vikings first practice of the 
season on Friday, Feb. 26. COVID 
protocols for football players in-
clude weekly testing, which is be-
ing paid for by the state, according 
to Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — 
Football coaches and football of-
ficials don’t always see eye to eye, 
but a skipper and a former refer-
ee out of Brawley have teamed up 
to put together a product Imperi-
al Valley high school student ath-
letes have quickly taken a liking 
to. 

Valley Sports Network (VSN) 
produces high-quality streams 
of games and delivers highlight 
packages of select games across 
the Valley. Visit the VSN Face-
book or YouTube page to get a 
complete look at what the net-
work was able to do in its first, 
COVID-abbreviated year behind 
the camera and microphones.

“We’ve been around for two 
years, but that first year we 
were just doing some highlights 
with iPhones,” said Will Torrez, 
VSN’s founder and sales director. 
“When I quit refereeing, I want-
ed to stay involved in sports, and 
I made the investment into the 
equipment needed to do some-
thing like this.”

Torrez, 57, called on his long-
time friend Ron Rubio to help 
with broadcasts. Rubio, 58, has 
been a coach in the Brawley foot-
ball scene (high school and youth 
football) for more than 33 years. 

“We’re doing this for the love 
of Imperial Valley sports,” said 
Rubio, who serves as VSN’s di-
rector of broadcasting. “I started 
to look down the road at how I 
could still be part of the game. I 
still coach in Brawley, but VSN is 
me setting up future plans.”

VSN broadcasted football 
games each week in the 2019 
season and was delivering high-
light packages of local basketball 
games in early 2020.

The broadcast team also deliv-
ered live streaming broadcasts 
of the annual Holtville wrestling 
tournament in late January 2020, 
the CIF-San Diego Section Divi-
sion III wrestling championships 

LOCAL

VSN Puts 
Spotlight 
on Local 
Student 
Athletes

The Valley Sports Network team 
broadcast the CIF-San Diego Section 
Masters Wrestling Tournament at 
Southwest High School in El Centro 
in February 2020. VSN is in its second 
year of broadcasting live high school 
sports and producing highlight pack-
ages from local sporting events.
PHOTO COURTESY OF VSN

See VSN, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Gerardo Lara 
has been coaching athletics at 
Holtville High School for more 
than 30 years, and he’s been 
coaching Viking cross-country 
runners for some 25 years, yet 
he hasn’t seen many athletes like 
senior Alan Jimenez.

Jimenez has taken first place 
in of Holtville’s first three cross 
country meets this season, 
breaking the 16-minute mark on 
Saturday, Feb. 26, with a time of 
15 minutes, 52.25 seconds in the 
3.1-mile race. 

“Alan is driven,” Lara said. “Of 
course, a lot of kids want the glo-
ry, but most kids don’t want to do 
the hard work and take care of 
the small details to be elite. Alan 
values his talent, and he values 
competition.”

Most 17-year-olds aren’t 
watching their diet and making 
sure they get enough rest each 
night.

“I’ve set goals for myself and 
my ultimate goal is getting under 
15 minutes,” said the 17-year-
old senior. “It’s all about my diet 
and training. As long as I fulfill 
what I need to do, I know I can 
get under 15 minutes. If that 
happens, that would be my big-
gest achievement. But let’s take 
baby steps, I want the (Sunbeam 
course) record first.”

The record for the course at 
Sunbeam Lake is 15 minutes, 
43 seconds. Jimenez’s best time 
on the course came in late 2019 
when the Imperial Valley League 
cross-country meet was there, 
and he posted a time of 15 min-
utes, 51 seconds. 

The confident Jimenez said he 
thinks as long as he feels right, 
he can get the new course record 
within the next few races.

“I just want to go and give it 
my best, and I know I can get 
something close to the record,” 
Jimenez said after posting the 
best time by more than two min-
utes on Saturday. “It depends 

CROSS COUNTRY

Running Man: 
Holtville’s 
Jimenez Flies 
Ahead of  
Competition

Holtville High School senior Alan 
Jimenez is hoping to break the course 
record at the 3.1-mile Sunbeam Lake 
Park in the next few races. Jimenez 
finished nine seconds off the record 
in Saturday’s dual meet against Im-
perial. CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

See CROSS COUNTRY, PAGE 8



The incursion likely happened 
sometime between Monday night, 
March 1, and Tuesday morning, 
an unnamed U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection source told Fox 
News.

Although California Highway 
Patrol officials said on Tuesday 
that Border Patrol was not in-
volved in the fatal accident, they 
were notified of the accident by 
first responders.

Border Patrol was “not looking 
for smugglers until they were no-
tified about the crash by Imperial 
County Sheriff ’s Office,” stated 
the CBP agent in the Fox News 
report.

That piece of information 
does sync up with the informa-
tion shared with this newspaper 
late Tuesday night by a Califor-
nia Highway Patrol officer at the 
scene of the Norrish and 115 
crash.

That CHP officer responded to 
an incident involving a second 
large SUV with multiple individ-
uals inside, also in the Holtville 
area, some 20 minutes before the 
crash was called in to Highway 
Patrol dispatchers.

Border Patrol agents at the 
scene of the first incident said 
vehicles had made their way into 
the country through a hole in 
the fence and that both incidents 
were related, the local CHP officer 
told the Calexico Chronicle.

Meanwhile, NBC7 in San Di-
ego reported late Tuesday night 
that a special unit of agents from 
U.S. Homeland Security Investi-
gations in San Diego was probing 
the crash as a human-smuggling 
case.

The Mexican consulate also 
confirmed to NBC7 that two 
of the six injured victims in the 
Holtville crash being treated in 
San Diego-area hospitals on Tues-
day were from Guatemala.

Apparently the other four of the 
six, all of whom were being treat-
ed at either University of Cali-
fornia Medical Center or Scripps 
Mercy Hospital, were not identi-
fied by their nationality due to the 
severity of their injuries, NBC7 
reported.

Some 25 individuals in all were 
traveling in the Expedition when 
it crashed, according to the High-
way Patrol.

None of these developments 
had been immediately confirmed 
or commented on by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection offi-
cials in Imperial County as 7 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 3.

In Calexico, the Mexican con-
sulate staged a press conference 
at 10 a.m. Wednesday to update 
the media on its efforts to notify 
families and establish identities of 
some of the crash victims. 

Ten of the deceased were Mexi-
can nationals, said Mario Beltran 
Mainero, consul for community 
and political affairs in Calexico. 

Four of the injured victims who 
were hospitalized in the Imperial 
Valley were released on Tuesday 
and were not taken into custody 

by any local or federal authorities, 
Beltran said.

Additionally, the consulate’s of-
fice has been in contact with six of 
the families of the deceased, one 
of whom had family living in the 
San Diego region. 

As of Wednesday morning, the 
consulate’s office did not have any 
information regarding any possi-
ble human-smuggling investiga-
tion that American officials may 
have opened into the incident. 

Earlier reports on Tuesday 
from El Centro Regional Center 
placed the number of dead in the 
accident at 15, including 14 at the 
scene and one in the hospital’s 
emergency room. But Highway 
Patrol officials disputed the hospi-
tal’s information during an 11:30 
a.m. press conference.

The initial facts about fatal 
wreck revealed that a maroon 
1997 Ford Expedition and a 2011 
Peterbilt tractor-trailer rig haul-
ing two empty gravel trailers col-
lided at the intersection of 115 
and Norrish about two miles out-
side Holtville, which was reported 
to Highway Patrol’s dispatch cen-
ter in El Centro at 6:15 a.m.

“I counted 12 dead on the 
ground. The rest were all critical 
who were flown out or taken by 
ambulance. There are two more 
who probably won’t make it. We 
could have 14 when all of this is 
done,” Estrada said by phone sev-
eral minutes after he had left the 
scene earlier in the day.

Estrada said the Expedition was 
“T-boned” by the semi after the 
SUV ran the posted stop sign at 
the intersection, although High-
way Patrol had not confirmed 
that Tuesday and said the investi-
gation was ongoing.

Neither Border Patrol nor any 
other law enforcement was in-
volved in the accident, said High-
way Patrol Border Division Chief 
Omar Watson during the press 
conferences on Tuesday, after a 
reporter asked whether this was a 
Border Patrol pursuit turned fatal.

There was some initial confu-
sion on Tuesday morning over 
when the accident was report-
ed and what kind of vehicle was 
involved after a Highway Patrol 
traffic incident website reported a 
separate incident in the Holtville 
area just several minutes before 
the wreck involving a similarly 
sized and similarly colored SUV, a 
Highway Patrol officer confirmed 
around 8 p.m. Tuesday.

Watson said during both press 
conferences that it was too ear-

ly to tell what exactly caused the 
accident, but the Expedition was 
heading west on Norrish when it 
drove into the path of the semi, 
which was heading north on 
Highway 115.

How fast the vehicles were trav-
eling has yet to be released, Wat-
son said.

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva, 
whose department was first on 
scene Tuesday morning, told this 
newspaper that Highway 115 and 
its intersections with Norrish and 
Worthington roads in the Holt-
ville, have been problematic be-
fore.

In this incident, the 68-year-old 
driver of the big-rig, which was 
owned by Haven & Sons, sus-
tained major but nonlife-threat-
ening injuries in the accident 
and was transported to Desert 
Regional Medical Center in Palm 
Springs, where he was stable on 
Tuesday, Watson reported.

The semi-truck driver was lat-
er identified as Joe Beltran of 
El Centro, according to a High-
way Patrol press release sent out 
around 6 p.m. March 2.

Earlier reports from El Centro 
Regional Medical Center officials 
incorrectly stated that 28 indi-
viduals were inside the SUV and 
that “children” were involved in 
the accident, yet Watson clarified 
at the afternoon press conference 
that there was a 16-year-old sur-
vivor but no “young children” in 
the Expedition.

Late Tuesday night, other me-
dia sources were reporting that a 
15-year-old was involved in the 
collision, and they were attribut-
ing it to Watson.

Watson on Tuesday said that 
the ages of the deceased ranged 
from 20 to 55, and the ages of the 
injured ranged from 16 to 55.

He added that many of the 
victims had been ejected onto 
the roadway or were “walking 
wounded who pulled themselves 
from the vehicle.”

Some of the injured were ex-
tricated from the SUV by first re-
sponders, Watson added.

The Highway Patrol’s 
Multi-Disciplinary Accident In-
vestigative Team from the San 
Diego-area Border Division was 
on scene Tuesday, and Watson 
said investigators would be there 
through the entirety of the crash 
probe. The roadway was still 
closed as of 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
and Watson said earlier in the day 
that he had no idea how long the 
road would remain closed to traf-

fic.
Highway Patrol reported that 

the road was cleared and open on 
Wednesday morning.

The remaining remnants of the 
crash site were seen being cleared 
away under the cover of darkness 
late Tuesday in news video taken 
at the scene by NBC7 of San Di-
ego.

Regarding the occupants of the 
Expedition, Watson said the driv-
er of the SUV had been identified 
as a 22-year-old out of Mexicali, 
and he died at the scene.

Many of the occupants of the 
Expedition did not speak English, 
and Watson said on Tuesday that 
it was not known whether they 
were undocumented immigrants 
or farm laborers. He added that 
the Mexican consulate had been 
brought in to help notify families 
and determine where the victims 
were from.

Identification from some of 
those involved in the wreck was 
found among the wreckage, but 
Watson would not say whether 
any of the IDs were United States 
documents, from Mexico, or any 
other country.

Media from throughout the 
region peppered Watson with 
questions regarding residency, 
immigration status, and wheth-
er bringing in the consulate was 
standard procedure in cases like 
this.

Watson said the identity, desti-
nation, or many facts about those 
involved were not known, but 
because of the crash site’s prox-
imity to the border, all available 
resources were being utilized.

“We owe it to the families of 
those that were killed and injured 
to do a thorough investigation,” 
Watson said, adding later that the 
Highway Patrol’s focus was on the 
traffic-accident investigation and 
helping notify family members 
about their kin.

El Centro Regional officials 
held two Facebook press confer-
ences before noon Tuesday, one 
in which ECRMC’s Judy Cruz, a 
nurse manager in the emergency 
department, reported that four 
victims in the accident were flown 
from the scene to Desert Region-
al Medical Center’s trauma unit. 
She added seven persons (includ-
ing the individual who died at 
the hospital) were transported to 
ECRMC.

Of the six survivors sent to El 
Centro Regional, three were fe-
male and three were male, ac-
cording to the CHP.

Three victims were also trans-
ported to Pioneers Memorial 
Hospital in Brawley, Cruz said.

Two of those patients were male 
and one was female, according to 
the Highway Patrol press release.

Two stabilized victims were 
later transferred from ECRMC to 
University of California Medical 
Center in San Diego, said ECRMC 
emergency department physi-
cian, Dr. Shavonne S. Borchardt, 
during the second Facebook Live 
press conference.

Watson later said that at least 
one victim was transported to 
Scripps Mercy Hospital in San 
Diego.

Dr. Borchardt reported that the 
patients from the collision had 
injuries “ranging from fractures 
to head injuries, life-threatening 
head injuries, chest injuries.”

Watson was asked the same 
question later in the day, but all he 
would say was there were “minor 
to very severe injuries ... too many 
to discuss.”

At the start of the second 
ECRMC press conference, Dr. 
Edward said that a member of 
the Mexican consul in Calexico 
was at the hospital and added that 
the patients in the hospital were 
not being referred to as “undoc-
umented immigrants”; rather, 
Edward said they were just “pa-
tients.”

The implication was that these 
were Mexican or foreign nation-
als involved in the accident, al-
though residency status was never 
confirmed by any official sources 
at the time of the press confer-
ences. Watson would not specu-
late about the immigration status 
of those in the SUV on Tuesday, 
despite continued questioning to 
that effect.

In the early aftermath of the 
collision, two helicopters were 
filmed landing at the scene and 
multiple agencies could be wit-
nessed tending to victims just af-
ter daylight hours in a Facebook 
Live video posted to a farmwork-
ers group page.

Some media reports stated four 
helicopters were sent to the scene.

ECRMC’s Cruz said that nu-
merous helicopters had been 
called to provide support.

By noon on March 2, even 
more helicopters descended on 
the crash site as news crews cir-
cled the area, sending video feeds 
to national media outlets broad-
casting live online and on televi-
sion.

News operations were on scene 
from all over the Southern Cal-
ifornia region, with the crash 
being reported on CNN, in the 
New York Times, and on Mexican 
news stations, to name just a few.

Two pieces of cellphone video 
were shared with this newspaper 
earlier in the afternoon, but the 
contents were too grotesque to 
include as part of this story.

One video was shot from a 
dash-mounted camera, and 
showed numerous bodies strewn 
along the roadway as the vehicle 
drove by the crash site.

The second video appeared to 
be from the cellphone of a first 
responder, showing law enforce-
ment and fire crews attempting to 
open the doors to the Expedition. 
The camera pans into the SUV to 
find what appears to be a 16-year-
old boy visibility conscious but 
grimacing in pain, and at least 
one woman, whose body was par-
tially ejected from the Expedition, 
appears to be dead. Other bodies 
can be seen in the background.

Adding to the Confusion
A Highway Patrol officer who 

responded to the Norrish and 115 
accident also responded to the 
scene of a report of a vehicle fire 
near westbound Interstate 8 east 
of Vanderlinden Road, also in the 
Holtville area.

In that incident, which was 
reported at 5:56 a.m., just a few 
minutes before the Norrish acci-
dent, a red GMC Yukon carrying 
numerous suspected undocu-
mented immigrants caught fire 
and “approx 20 ppl got out of the 
veh” and “some were running 
away from the veh,” according to 
the CHP traffic information web 
page.

The Highway Patrol officer who 
confirmed the incident said Bor-
der Patrol was on scene and had 
said 20 suspected undocumented 
fled the area on foot. He wasn’t 
certain whether all the immi-
grants were apprehended, but he 
said Border Patrol seized the ve-
hicle.

The Highway Patrol officer 
added the Border Patrol at the 
scene informed him that the im-
migrants in the Yukon entered 
the country through a hole cut in 
the border fence east of Drop 4 of 
the All-American Canal.

Although it could not be con-
firmed, the officer believed the 
Norrish Road incident and the 
scene of the Yukon vehicle fire 
were related. Again, that could 
not be immediately confirmed.

Julio Morales contributed in-
formation to this story.
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A still image from aerial footage taken above the aftermath of a scene of a colli-
sion in which 13 people were killed on Tuesday morning, March 2, is shown. 
 IMAGE CAPTURED FROM CBS8 SAN DIEGO VIDEO
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

RAMON AMBROCIO CAMPOS
CASE NO. EPR000861

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested 
in the WILL or estate, or both of 
RAMON AMBROCIO CAMPOS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by APRIL AMBROCIO in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that APRIL AMBROCIO be 
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests authori-
ty to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act with limited authority. 
(This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, 
the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to in-
terested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the pe-
tition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the au-
thority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows: 
03/26/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 lo-
cated at 939 MAIN STREET, EL CEN-
TRO, CA 92243
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at 

the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California Probate 
Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of es-
tate assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner 
LESLIE E. RILEY - SBN
265987 VARNER & BRANDT LLP
3237 E. GUASTI RD., SUITE 220
ONTARIO CA 91761
2/18, 2/25, 3/4/21
CNS-3441096#
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE
Legal 9012

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 

for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

THIS SPACE  
CAN BE YOURS!   

CALL 1-916-288-6011 
or email cecelia@cnpa.

com 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 

CABLE/ 
SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Thinking about installing 

a new shower? 
American Standard 

makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-866-945-
3038 today to see how 
you can save $1,000 on 

installation. 
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure.
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Thirteen people were killed 
Tuesday — 12 at the scene and 
one in El Centro Regional Med-
ical Center — following a wreck 
at the intersection of 115 and 
Norrish Road in which a trac-
tor-trailer rig traveling north 
on the highway collided with a 
westbound sport-utility vehicle 
carrying 25 people, according 
to the California Highway Pa-
trol. 

Silva on Tuesday said the 
department responds to about 
three to four critical calls a year 
involving vehicle collisions at 
Highway 115’s intersections 
with Norrish or Worthing-
ton Road, located about a mile 
north of Norrish.

Both intersections have stop 
signs for motorists traveling ei-
ther east or west.

“The ones we have seen the 
most have been on Worthing-
ton,” Silva said. “A lot of people 
just miss the stop sign.”

On Wednesday, March 3, 
Silva stated that in the past 12 
years, the Fire Department has 
responded to a total of 28 ve-
hicle collisions at either of the 
highway’s intersections with 
Norrish and Worthington.

“There had to be well over a 
dozen fatalities,” Silva said, add-
ing that the Worthington inter-
section accounted for about 70 
percent of the incidents.

In the case of both intersec-
tions, long expanses of agri-
cultural fields precede the stop 
signs, which if a driver is not 
alert or unfamiliar with the 
roadway, can sneak up unex-
pectedly on a motorist, he said.

About 90 percent of those 
collisions have been two-ve-
hicle collisions and have oc-
curred during the day. Silva 
said the tendency for collisions 
to not occur at night might be 
attributed to motorists’ use of 
headlights, which alerts other 
nearby motorists of their pres-
ence and need to proceed with 
caution.

In the case of the Highway 
115 and Worthington Road in-
tersection, the department has 
observed that many of the col-
lisions involve motorists travel-
ing north on 115 who are struck 
by motorists traveling either 
east or west on Worthington 
who failed to have stopped at 
the stop sign, Silva said.

Previously, Worthington 
Road had a series of rumble 
strips installed on the roadway 
in advance of the stop signs at 
Highway 115 that helped alert 
drivers of the upcoming stop 
signs. Silva said those features 
appear to have been paved over 
some time ago.

“Those were very helpful,” he 
said.

When collisions do occur, the 
department has typically been 
the first to respond. One such 
fatal incident occurred last year, 
when a motorcyclist traveling 
southbound on Highway 115 
struck the rear of a truck at the 
intersection with Norrish, Silva 
said.

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for
Proposal (RFP) Preliminary Engineering Services for 

Main St. Improvements from Hwy. 111 to Memphis Ave. in
Niland; Federal Aid Project No. CML 5958(119); 

County Project No. 6601

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting
responses from qualified consulting firms to provide Preliminary
Engineering Services for the subject project.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works Web site at
https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org/ under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise enti-
ties are invited to submit written responses for consideration in accor-
dance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be sub-
mitted before the due date of 4:00 p.m., March 17, 2021 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o  Lorena Alvarez, Engineering Technician
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please email Jose
Castaneda, Administrative Analyst III of the County of Imperial
Department of Public Works at josecastaneda@co.imperial.ca.us .
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While those guidelines prohib-
it campuses from offering direct 
primary in-person instruction 
while remaining in the Purple 
Tier, it does allow the high school 
to provide supplemental in-per-
son instruction, Arevalo said on 
Tuesday, March 2.

Currently, the high school has a 
total of nine cohorts on campus. 
Those cohorts include three for 
special education, and one each 
for MESA/robotics, athletic train-
ing, agricultural mechanics, at-
risk seniors, weight training, and 
physical education, Arevalo said.

A drumline cohort that is in the 
planning stages also will likely be 
altered to become a band cohort.

“We’re really targeting our 
hands-on courses,” Arevalo said. 
“The distance learning only goes 
so far.”

The effort has enlisted 30 
teachers as well, which accounts 
for about 30 percent of the high 
school’s faculty, he said.

The establishment of the in-per-
son cohorts is largely owed to 
faculty who have advised school 
administrators of their desire and 
availability to teach onsite, Areva-
lo said.

Although finding teachers will-
ing to return to campus has not 
been a problem, creating enough 
space to safely accommodate the 
participating students has been 

more of a challenge.
“While current guidelines 

state that students must be seat-
ed six feet apart from each other, 
we found early on that we had 
to make space in classrooms by 
moving furniture out of the class-
room to accommodate for the six-
foot spacing guidelines between 
students,” Arevalo said.  

Before being allowed to enroll 
in a cohort, school officials speak 
with the parents of students to ex-
plain the campus’ guidelines and 
answer any of the parent’s ques-
tions.  

Additionally, prior to being 
allowed onto campus, students 
who are participating in the co-
horts are screened daily for any 
COVID-related symptoms. 

Holtville Unified School Dis-
trict nurse Mykell Johnston-Lof-
ton has also been instrumental in 
ensuring the safety of the partici-
pating students and staff, Arevalo 
said. 

Other potential cohorts that 
the campus is considering include 
automotive technology, and plant 
and soil sciences.

“We are always excited to see 
our students on campus and we 
look forward to continuing to ex-
pand our cohorts,” he said. 

Besides the high school’s cur-
rent cohorts, the Holtville Uni-
fied School District is also in the 
process of determining a date 
when it may reopen its elementa-
ry schools. The action is possible 
now that the county reached the 

adjusted case rate of fewer than 25 
cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 
residents.

“We are still gathering infor-
mation to make an informed 
decision on a reopening date,” 
HUSD Assistant Superintendent 
John-Paul Wells stated in an email 
Tuesday, March 2.

As of Tuesday, the county’s case 
rate stood at 7.6 per 100,000, the 
county Public Health Depart-
ment’s website stated. 

Nor is Holtville High alone 
in allowing cohorts to receive 
in-person instruction on local 
campuses. Brawley Union High 
School is also hosting small co-
horts for some of its special edu-
cation students, as well as those 
enrolled in career technical ed-

ucation and Imperial Valley Re-
gional Occupational Program 
courses, according to the Braw-
ley Union High School District’s 
March 2021 newsletter.

Similarly, the Central Union 
High School District has estab-
lished learning pods at Cen-
tral Union and Southwest high 
schools for students in need of 
support in addition to their pri-
mary instruction, the district pre-
viously reported.

In addition, the district plans to 
start other hands-on activities for 
classes that include career techni-
cal education (CTE), visual and 
performing arts, science, leader-
ship, and others, said Superinten-
dent Ward Andrus in an email on 
Wednesday, March. 3. 

Currently, the district is in the 
final stages of updating its agree-
ment with the teachers’ associa-
tion to permit the cohorts to hap-
pen. 

“There is not set date, but we 
eagerly look forward to seeing 
students in classrooms for these 
activities in the near future,” An-
drus said.

Currently, no such supple-
mental instructional cohorts 
have been established within the 
Calexico Unified School District, 
although it has brought back co-
horts related to practice for its 
cross country, swimming, tennis, 
and football teams. A similar co-
hort is expected to start for soccer 
next week, said Alejandra Limon, 
CUSD public information officer.

For the past few weeks, Holtville High School has been providing supplemental instruction for dozens of students who make 
up around nine different cohorts who have returned to campus along with 30 percent of the school’s faculty. 
 JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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how I’m feeling at the race. Some 
days I feel amazing, and it feels 
effortless.”

Lara said the chance for 
Jimenez to watch fellow Viking 
Eddie Quintero a few seasons 
ago helped in his preparation. 
Quintero ran cross country and 
track and earned a partial athlet-
ic scholarship to California State 
University, San Marcos.

The longtime coach said 
Jimenez has next-level work ethic 
and can succeed at the collegiate 
level.

“Based on his enthusiasm and 
his drive, Alan can run at any col-
lege that’ll take him,” Lara said. 
“His body will mature at 18 or 19, 
and people usually run their best 
at age 21 or so. If his body contin-
ues to mature and follow the cur-
rent trend, there is no doubt he’ll 
be successful at the college level.”

Jimenez didn’t let COVID stop 
his training even though high 
school athletics came to a halt a 
year ago. He continued to work 
with Lara and the coach’s son, Ge-
rardo Lara Jr., through the sum-
mer months to be ready should a 
season present itself.

With his times, Jimenez should 
get a long look from several col-
leges.

“I’d prefer to stay in California. 
So far, most of the letters I’ve got-
ten have been from out of state,” 
said Jimenez, who recently got 
accepted to California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton for his academ-
ics. “College running coaches em-
phasize track times. They know 
courses are different, so they look 
at track times to evaluate run-
ners.” 

In Saturday’s race against Impe-
rial, Jimenez’s closest competitor 
finished more than two minutes 
behind the speedy Viking. Even 

though Jimenez won the race, the 
Tigers beat Holtville, 23-38, in the 
team competition.

The boys’ results were:
Results from the boys’ race 

were:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville 
(15:52.25)
Aidan Vargas, senior, Imperial 
(18:03.04)
Victor Paniagua, senior, Imperial 
(18:22.20)
Julian Reyna, sophomore, Holtville 
(19:36.08)
Jorge Manzano, senior, Imperial 
(19:39.69)
Axel Abrica, senior, Imperial (20:32.20)
Daniel Ortega, sophomore, Imperial 
(21:32.51)
Noel Ocejo Rodriguez, freshman, Impe-
rial (21:53.49)
Israel Vargas, freshman, Imperial 
(22:05.03)
Javier Hurtado, junior, Holtville 
(22:06.41)
Diego Macias, senior, Imperial 
(22:45.79)
Anthony Robbins, senior, Imperial 
(23:19.90)
Gannon Strahm, freshman, Holtville 
(24:10.42)
David Magallon, freshman, Holtville 
(27:15.23)

Other boys’ races from Saturday 
saw Central Union High defeat 
Calexico, 20-36, with Spartans’ 
senior Michael Zuniga winning 
the race with a time of 17 min-
utes, 27.93 seconds. Southwest 
got a walkover win against Braw-
ley as the Wildcats didn’t have 
enough runners to record a team 
score. Eagles’ sophomore Steven 
Gomez won the race with a time 
of 18 minutes, 8.95 seconds. 

On Tuesday, March 2, Holt-
ville’s boys’ team didn’t have 
enough runners to record a team 
score and lost to Southwest. 
Jimenez again was the top runner 
of the day, posting a time of 16 
minutes, 00.41 seconds. 

Results from Tuesday were:
Alan Jimenez, senior, Holtville 
(16:00.41)
Miguel Ramirez, sophomore, Southwest 
(18:36.72)
Steven Gomez, sophomore, Southwest 
(18:40.04)
Mason Rogers, junior, Southwest 

(21:20.98)
Javier Hurtado, junior, Holtville 
(22:42.57)
Grant Becker, junior, Southwest 
(23:54.29)
Matthew Angulo, freshman, Southwest 
(24:17.74)
Gannon Strahm, freshman, Holtville 
(25:22.66)
David Magallon, freshman, Holtville 
(28:27.72)
Elijah Coenejo, sophomore, Southwest 
(30:14.68)

The other boys’ race held Tues-
day, March 2, at Sunbeam Lake 
saw Calexico defeat Imperial, 
23-32, with Tigers’ senior Aidan 
Vargas (17:52.66) edging the Bull-
dogs’ Jesse Hernandez (17:56.92) 
at the finish line. 

Holtville freshman Lillian 
Strahm won her second consec-
utive IVL dual meet on Saturday, 
Feb. 26, with a time of 20 min-
utes, 53.23 seconds, improving 
her time by two minutes over the 
previous week. 

“I am optimistically excited 
about what we’ve seen from her so 
far,” Lara said about his top female 
runner. “She has shown a deter-
mination that has been amazing. 
Saturday, she stayed right with 
Imperial’s top runner and pulled 
away convincingly over the last 
150 to 200 meters.”

Even though Strahm won the 
race, Imperial won the team 
score, 23-38. Results from the 
girls’ race were:
Lillian Strahm, freshman, Holtville 
(20:53.23)
Natalie Lopez, junior, Imperial 
(20:57.43)
Angelique Graham, sophomore, Imperi-
al (23:14.19)
Amanda Strahm, senior, Holtville 
(23:26.54)
Elyssa Martinez, junior, Imperial 
(25:10.51)
Amalia Cardona, sophomore, Imperial 
(25:39.83)
Arely Ortega, freshman, Imperial 
(25:41.55)
Fernanda Chavez-Ibarra, junior, Imperi-
al (26:34.77)
Bianca Zarate, junior, Imperial 
(26:39.05)
Danytza Sandoval, junior, Holtville 
(26:42.67)
Jazmine Wilson, senior, Imperial 
(26:43.61)
Emily Singh, senior, Imperial (26:44.84)
Diana Acuna, junior, Holtville 
(27:25.58)
Melissa Torres, senior, Holtville 
(27:34.05)

Myckenzie Wright, sophomore, Holtville 
(32:03.05)
Mariel Estrada, junior, Holtville 
(37:23.55)

In other girls’ action on Satur-
day, Calexico defeated Central, 
24-31, with Bulldogs’ junior Bri-
anna Gallegos winning the race 
with a time of 22 minutes, 11.80 
seconds. Southwest got a walk-
over win as Brawley failed to field 
enough runners to record a team 
score, but Wildcats’ senior Jaasi-
el Contreras won the race with 
a time of 20 minutes, 38.26 sec-
onds. 

On Tuesday, March 2, the 
Southwest girls’ squad beat Holt-
ville, 19-36, in the third IVL dual 
meet of the season at Sunbeam 
Lake. Southwest junior Sid-
ney Garcia (20:48.33) snapped 
Strahm’s winning streak, edging 
the freshman by nine seconds. 

Results from Tuesday’s race 
were:
Sidney Garcia, junior, Southwest 
(20:48.33)
Lillian Strahm, freshman, Holtville 
(20:59.25)
Geneva Garcia, junior, Southwest 
(24:59.69)
Julissa Vizcarra, junior, Southwest 
(26:20.27)
Adalie Espinoza, senior, Southwest 
(26:27.92)
Lucy Contreras, sophomore, Southwest 
(27:18.55)
Ashley Iniguez, senior, Holtville 
(28:18.82)
Danytza Sandoval, junior, Holtville 
(28:23.92)
Diana Acuna, junior, Holtville 
(29:30.35)
Maddy Singh, senior, Holtville 
(29:30.55)
Elizabeth Hernandez, freshman, South-
west (30:35.27)
Mariel Estrada, junior, Holtville 
(38:24.00)

The other girls’ race from Tues-
day, March 2, saw Imperial edge 
Calexico, 28-29, with Tigers’ ju-
nior Natalie Lopez crossing the 
finish line first with a time of 21 
minutes, 10.55 seconds. 

The next round of IVL du-
al-meets is scheduled for Satur-
day, March 6, at Sunbeam Lake 
as Holtville takes on Brawley at 
8 a.m., followed by Palo Verde of 
Blythe against Calexico at 9 a.m. 
and Southwest vs. Imperial at 10 
a.m.
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from Brawley in February 
2020, and the CIF-SDS Mas-
ters wrestling tournament at 
Southwest in El Centro, also in 
mid-February 2020. 

“Wrestling was a hit for 
us,” Rubio said. “My love is 
football, but there are a lot of 
people who absolutely love 
wrestling, and we had good 
numbers watching those 
events.”

In March 2020, COVID put 
the brakes on all high school 
sports, but VSN continued to 
deliver content with some talk 
shows through the spring and 
summer.

Now, with football getting 
ready to begin on March 12, 
VSN is getting geared up for 
a shortened season of broad-
casts. Torrez said he hopes to 
deliver a “Game of the Week” 
live stream along with high-
light packages of another game 
each week.

“The YouTube generation 
wants quick highlights and a 
quick story, so we’re planning 
to give that to them this year 
and see how it goes,” Torrez 
said. “We have had so much 
to learn getting into this, but 
we’ve made the investment 
and I think we’ve proven to 
people we have a good prod-
uct.”

The VSN crew also includes 
Joaquin Matus as the director 
of live production, Jonathon 
Butler as the creative media 
manager, Jalen Fong as web 
content manager, and Sarah 
Torrez working the camera. 

“Our first year went great, 
we didn’t have any major is-
sues. We’re looking for bigger 
and better as we move into our 
second year of live broadcasts,” 
Torrez said. 

“It’s so crazy. When the news 
came out last week we were going 
to get to play, I thought it was fake 
news,” 18-year-old Devoux said. 
“It was awesome being out there 
today. I kept saying it was taking 
me back to the good old days.”

Turner said the 15 months since 
the last time the players were on 
the field has given him and his 
players a new appreciation for the 

sport and the opportunity. 
“I talked to them all day today 

about playing with ‘house mon-
ey,’” Turner said. “We weren’t 
even supposed to have a season, 
and we’ve been given this gift, so 
let’s go and make the most of it.” 

The first opportunity for com-
petition for the Vikings comes on 
March 12. That only gives Turner 
and his staff two weeks to get his 
team prepared. With no junior 
varsity or freshman teams during 
this COVID-shortened season, 

all the focus will be on the varsity 
squad.

“When we got out there today 
we were a little rusty, but for the 
most part it was just great being 
back on the field together again,” 
Devoux said. “We are so glad we 
at least get the chance to play.”

At Calexico High School, the 
Bulldogs opened practice Friday 
evening with first-year coach Fer-
nando Solano. It’s a tough situa-
tion for the new coach to assume 
the reins during a COVID-mod-

ified season.
“With having no time to pre-

pare for a season or having an 
offseason, our main focus will 
be building a strong foundation 
that focuses on fundamentals,” 
Solano said. “I am excited for 
our seniors. They are getting an 
opportunity to compete and play 
for their teammates before grad-
uating.”

Also in Calexico, Vincent Me-
morial Catholic High School be-
gan conditioning practices Friday 

evening with sixth-year coach 
David Wong uncertain how the 
border closures and wait times 
would affect his players, as 70 
percent of his players reside in 
Mexicali.

“We had 27 players out tonight, 
and we know 10 more are com-
ing, so we are in good shape,” 
Wong said. “They were all pretty 
excited and energetic tonight. It 
was the first time they’ve all seen 
each other in a while so the atti-
tude was really good.”

The Holtville High School football squad returned to the gridiron for the first time in 15 months when all schools in Imperial County were cleared to begin practice on Friday, Feb. 26, in preparation for a 
COVID-shortened season. The Viking were the first to take the field Friday morning. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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them from re-contracting the 
disease, the antibodies appear to 
wane over time, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
website reported. 

“Yes, you should be vaccinat-
ed regardless of whether you 
already had COVID-19,” the 
agency’s website stated. “That’s 
because experts do not yet know 
how long you are protected from 
getting sick again after recover-
ing from COVID-19.”

The 100 vaccines that Soun 
was allocated were part of the 
5,600 total that Public Health 
received either last week or this 
week and which were designat-
ed for local seniors, said depart-
ment Director Janette Angulo 
during a virtual press conference 
on Thursday, Feb. 25.

All told, some 28,840 have 
been delivered to the county 
from state officials, with 24,083 
of those already having been ad-

ministered, Angulo said. 
About a quarter of those vac-

cines have been respectively 
administered to seniors resid-
ing in both the county’s south 
and north regions, with about 
the other half going to seniors 
found within the county’s cen-
tral region, which includes Holt-
ville, according to information  
Angulo shared during the press 
conference.

Dr. Soun said his motivation 
for hosting his two-day vaccine 
event was prompted by a greater 
desire to help additional Holt-
ville residents, many of whom 
lack the resources to attend vac-
cine clinics elsewhere.

A new sub-zero freezer that 
he had ordered in August and 
received earlier this month, and 
which can store thousands of 
vaccine doses, is ready for just 
that purpose. 

“The only thing stopping us 
from giving (the vaccine) to 
people faster is the availability,”  
he said.
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