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A s uncertain as the future may 
seem for Cuban brothers and 
asylum seekers Reynaldo Marquéz 

Giniebra and Marco Antonio Marquéz 
Giniebra, both maintain they will never 
see Cuba again.

That’s because the brothers’ opposition 
to the political regime in Cuba is so strong 
that both suggested they would rather to 
take their own lives than to be deported 
back to their homeland.

The brothers spoke while they stood in 
the doorway to their hotel room on Satur-
day, April 3, at the Ramada by Wyndham 
Hotel at the Barbara Worth Country Club 
outside Holtville, where they and more 
than 150 other asylum seekers and mi-
grants were temporarily being housed.

Listening to the brothers, one gets the 
sense that their return to Cuba could po-
tentially subject them to further political 
persecution, arbitrary incarceration, and 
unemployment, as they said they have 
been for most of their adult lives.  

Whether they are granted political 
asylum depends entirely on the case they 
present during their pending immigration 
court hearings in the United States, which 
they both said they have every intention 
of attending once they are reunited with 
family members in Miami. 

“I didn’t come here to hide,” the 52-year-
old Reynaldo said in Spanish. “I will 
present myself in court and explain my 
situation.”

The Ramada Hotel Opens its Doors
The brothers were placed at the hotel 

through a contract that the resort owner 
signed last month with the California De-
partment of Social Services to temporarily 
house asylum seekers and migrants who 
are in the process of being reunited with 
family and sponsors outside of the county, 
a county official reported.

The housing of migrants at the Holt-

HOLTVILLE HOTEL 
HOUSES MIGRANTS

Barbara Worth to serve as sole site to lodge 
refugees awaiting to be reunited with family, sponsors

Migrants seeking asylum in the United States are being temporarily housed at the Ramada hotel at Barbara Worth Country Club in Holtville as a quarantine 
measure for potential COVID-19 exposure. Several could be seen congregating outside their rooms on Tuesday evening, April 6. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Left, Cuban brothers and political asylum seekers Reynaldo Marquéz Giniebra (left) and Marco Antonio 
Marquéz Giniebra on Saturday, April 3, were awaiting their isolation to end at the Ramada hotel at the 
Barbara Worth County Club in Holtville so that they could be reunited with family in Miami.
Right, Giniebra displays the Statue of Liberty tattoo he has on his right calf. | JULIO MORALES PHOTOS

See MIGRANTS, PAGE 6

The auxiliary unit 
of the Bradley-Kef-

fer post of the 
American Legion 

Unit 138 delivered 
Easter baskets to 

the veterans at 
Blossom Valley Inn 

recently.
Besides the 

baskets, auxil-
iary members 

brought pizza from 
George’s Pizza, 

soda, and banana 
nut cake.
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PHOTO

Legion Members Craft Easter Baskets for Veterans
COMMUNITY

Infighting 
Takes Center 
Stage During 
IID Meeting

Directors take 
position against bill to 
add Riverside County 
residents to IID board 

BY ELIZABETH VARIN 
AND RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Imperial Irrigation District 
Board President Jim Hanks ad-
vised his fellow directors to “pull 
it together” and stop infighting at 
the district.

“Yeah, we have our moments 
when we have disagreements, but 
we must stay focused and do what 
is best for the Imperial Irrigation 
District,” he said during the Tues-
day, April 6 meeting of the IID 
board in which infighting took 
centerstage.

Meanwhile, the district board 
strongly opposed a bill making its 
way through the Assembly that 
would add three non-voting seats 
to its board.

Assembly Bill 1021 was pro-
posed in February by Assembly 
member Chad Mayes, I-Rancho 
Mirage. The IID board voted April 
6 to strongly oppose the legisla-
tion that would have a direct im-
pact to the make-up of the board. 

AB 1021 would add three 
non-voting members to the IID 
Board of Directors that would be 
appointed by the Riverside Coun-
ty District 4 Supervisor, which 
covers the Coachella Valley and 
the area in which IID provides 
power service to residents there. 

The bill would also require the 
Local Area Formation Commis-

Board Opposes AB1021

COMMUNITY

See IID, PAGE 3

COUNTY
REACHES
ORANGE
TIER
VACCINE INTEGRAL
TO PROGRESS

SEE PAGE 2

BY CELESTE SILVA ALVAREZ 
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Several cham-
ber of commerce organizations throughout 
the Imperial Valley have spent the last year 
reevaluating the way they can better serve 
their members following a year into the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Often recognized for their roles hosting 
popular community events like the Maria-
chi Festival Sin Fronteras in Calexico, the 
Honey Festival in Westmorland, the Carrot 
Festival in Holtville, and Cattle Call festivi-

Pandemic Forces Chambers to Evolve

The Holtville Chamber of Commerce has contin-
ued to operate independently as the face of Im-
perial County chambers have changed throughout  
the last year, including the closure of chambers in 
Calexico and Calipatria, and the merger and re-
branding of others. | COURTESY PHOTOSee CHAMBERS, PAGE 3
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MERCED — As someone who 
did not initially consider attend-
ing college after graduating high 
school, former El Centro resident 
Ivan Soto said his status as a Uni-
versity of California, Merced doc-
toral student at times surprises him.

That he was eventually motivat-
ed to resume his ongoing academic 
journey is owed to the mentors he 
had encountered through the years, 
starting with public school teachers 

in El Centro and Imperial Valley 
College professors. 

Additionally, the time he spent in 
the local workforce after graduating 
from Desert Oasis High School in 
2007 contributed to his growing 
understanding and appreciation of 
how underrepresented groups have 
shaped local history, which is par-
tially the focus of his dissertation.

For those reasons, the 33-year-
old said he is planning to use his 
recently awarded Ford Foundation 
Predoctoral Fellowship to further 
promote higher education in the 
Valley as one of the program’s re-
gional liaisons.

“Coming from the Valley, I want 
to use the opportunity that I’m get-
ting to promote post-graduate edu-
cation and knowledge and interest 
in history,” Soto said. “I want to be 
able to serve as a resource for the 
area for years to come.”

Since being awarded the fellow-
ship on March 19, the first-gen-
eration college student has been 
notifying local educators of his ac-
complishment and of his desire to 
help inspire local youths.

The fellowship is aimed at di-
versifying the ranks of university 
faculty across the country and pro-
vides its fellows with mentoring 
from past recipients and regional 
liaisons. After the three-year fellow-
ship concludes, Soto will become 
one of those regional liaisons and 
be able to perform outreach in the 
Valley.

It also provides an annual sti-
pend of $27,000 for three years and 
prompted UC Merced to waive his 
annual tuition.

“I’m 99 percent sure I’m the first, 
but hopefully not the last,” Soto said 
about the fellowship. “I’m still bare-
ly kind of believing it.”

The son of a farmworker father 
and an immigrant mother, Soto is 
an environmental and labor his-
torian. His interest in water in the 
American West, agrarian capital-
ism, and labor in 20th century Im-
perial Valley and the U.S.-Mexico 

borderlands largely stems from his 
upbringing in the Valley, he said.

Following his graduation from 
IVC in 2014, Soto went on to major 
in environmental studies with an 
emphasis in community organiz-
ing at Humboldt State University, 
where he graduated in 2016. 

His dissertation about the Val-
ley’s labor, agribusiness, and envi-
ronmental history is influenced by 
the academic fields of critical race 
and ethnic studies, new Western 
history, and environmental studies. 
It also intends to be more inclusive 
of marginalized voices and narra-
tives than traditional histories of 
the Valley.

“I’m mostly thinking of folks 
back home and how it might benefit 
them,” Soto said. 

Aside from his academic expe-
riences, Soto said his pre-collegiate 
community service and employ-
ment in the Valley also helped in-
fluence his research interests. 

Following high school, he vol-
unteered for two years with Amer-
iCorps through the Imperial Coun-
ty Office of Education and worked 
with students at the community 
school in El Centro. Further in-
sight and mentoring were gained 
through his work with Calexico 
Neighborhood House, Woman-
Haven, A Center for Family Solu-
tions, and the Imperial Valley Re-
gional Occupational Program.

Though he was not overtly aware 
during those formative years of 
how conditions in the Valley had 
developed to their present state, he 
has since become more of an astute 
observer and researcher and now 
sees instances of racial inequality at 
play.

His own understanding of local 
history was aided significantly by 
local records, as well as the archives 
and libraries at the Universities of 
California in Los Angeles and San 
Diego, and Stanford University.

“There’s a lot of forgotten histo-
ries,” Soto said. “I’m trying to piece 
it together to tell a story.” 

Progress Tied to 
Increased Rate 
of Vaccinations

STAFF REPORT

State health officials announced 
on Tuesday, April 6, that Califor-
nia has successfully administered 
4 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccine to the most underserved 
communities throughout the 
state. 

Reaching this milestone allows 
broader reopening and paves the 
way for counties to advance more 
quickly through the California 
Blueprint for a Safer Economy. 

Based on the updated guidance, 
Imperial County can now move to 
the Moderate or Orange level of 
the State’s Tier System. Changes 
went into effect Wednesday, April 

7. 
In total, over 33 percent of Cal-

ifornia residents have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine (over 19 million doses ad-
ministered). Locally, nearly 71,000 
first and second doses combined 
have been administered. 

“The fact that the number of 
COVID-19 vaccines available and 
being administered throughout 
California is increasing is excep-
tionally good news,” stated Dr. 
Stephen Munday, Imperial Coun-
ty Health Officer, in a press release. 
“Getting the vaccine and continu-
ing to follow safety precautions 
is our quickest path forward. I’m 
extremely proud of those in our 
community who have chosen to 
get the COVID-19 vaccine and 
encourage those who have not yet 
gotten it to enroll to receive it as 
soon as it becomes available.” 

The following is an abbreviated 
list of services and activities al-
lowed under the Orange Tier. For 

a full list of activities and required 
modifications, please see the Blue-
print for a Safety Economy Activi-
ty and Business Tiers table. 

Bars (where no meal is served): 
Open outdoors with modifica-
tions. 

Family entertainment centers: 
Open indoors with modifica-
tions. Max capacity 25 percent or 
50 percent if guests are tested or 
show proof of full vaccination. 

Fitness centers and gyms: Open 
indoors with 25 percent max oc-
cupancy; indoor pools open at 25 
percent occupancy. 

Movie theaters: Open indoors 
with 50 percent max occupancy 
or 200 people, whichever is fewer. 

Offices: Open indoors with 
modifications though telework is 
still encouraged. 

Places of worship: Open in-
doors with 50 percent max occu-
pancy. 

Retail (including standalone 
grocers): Open indoors at full ca-

pacity with modifications. 
Restaurants: Open indoors with 

50 percent max occupancy or 200 
people, whichever is fewer. 

Shopping centers (including 
swap meets and indoor malls): 
Open indoors at full capacity 
with modifications; common ar-
eas must remain closed and food 
courts are at reduced capacity. 

Outdoor live events w/assigned 
seating: In-state visitors only. Max 
33 percent capacity or 67 percent 
if all guests are tested or show 
proof of full vaccination. 

Effective April 15th: Indoor 
Seated Live Events and Perfor-
mances: In-State visitors only. 
Modification and capacity limits 
based on venue size apply. 

Effective April 15th: Private 
Events: Outdoor - Max 100 people 
or 300 if guests are tested or show 
proof of full vaccination.
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Week of April 12
Active Minds Club at IVC

GUEST SPEAKER: Julie Luna, AMFT Registered Associate, Marriage and Family Thera-
pist, Mental Health Counselor, Adolescent Substance Use, Disorder Program

Active Minds Club is a student organization established to 
promote and support healthy student wellbeing through peer 
awareness and activities. The concept of youth joining togeth-
er to promote and protect their mental health is a repeating 
theme at campuses across Imperial Valley and our next gen-
eration of professional caregivers and helpers are developing 
their helping and leadership while making their schools happi-
er, healthier, and safer. Join us as we discuss the mission, the 
goals, and the heart of this amazing step forward in community 

mental health at IVC.

Semana del 12 de abril
Club de Mentes Activas

(Active Minds Club en inglés) en IVC
Orador invitado: Lupita Castro, LMFT, Licencia Estatal en Terapia, Matrimonial y 

Familiar, Directora Interino de Servicios de, Salud Estudiantil, Presidente del Equipo 
de Atención de, Salud Mental, Asesora de Active Minds, Aileen Sanchez, Presidenta de 

Active Minds, Colegio del Valle Imperial
El Club de Mentes Activas es una organización estudiantil establecida para 
promover y apoyar el bienestar saludable de los estudiantes a través de ac-

tividades y concienciación entre compañeros. El concepto de que los jóvenes 
se unan para promover y proteger su salud mental es un tema que se repite 
en los campus del Valle Imperial y nuestra próxima gene ación de cuidadores 

y ayudantes profesionales están desarrollando su ayuda y liderazgo mien-
tras hacen que sus escuelas sean más felices saludables y seguras. Únase 
a nosotros mientras discutimos la misión, los objetivos y el corazón de este 

asombroso paso adelante en la salud mental comunitaria en IVC.

COVID-19

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville sub-
station from March 30 through 
April 6.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
8:56 a.m.: A subject at the Holt-

ville Hot Springs reported that 
her ex-husband had taken her 
vehicle and left her stranded. She 
told deputies that she believes her 
ex could be headed back to Phoe-
nix, Arizona. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4
10:33 p.m.: A resident of the 

Spanish Trails trailer park called 
deputies to report a suspicious 
male subject in a white truck 
driving around the park staring at 
children. The caller reported that 
they confronted the man, who 
then left to a different part of the 
trailer park. 

MONDAY, APRIL 5
9:11 p.m.: A resident at the 

corner of Chestnut Avenue and 
Rose Avenue reported that their 
neighbor’s Labrador retriever was 
loose. The caller advised that the 
dog is aggressive and has bitten 

Imperial County Moves to Orange Tier

MORE ON THIS DEVELOPING STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

EDUCATION

EC Native to Use Prestigious Fellowship to Inspire Local Youths

IVAN SOTO
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sion for the counties of Imperi-
al and Riverside to conduct and 
publish on their websites a joint 
study of voting rights and options 
for providing electricity in the IID 
service area.

As for the infighting and accu-
sations, this played out early in 
Tuesday’s meeting, when Director 
Norma Sierra Galindo called out 
board vice president, Director JB 
Hamby, for allegedly meeting and 
advising his committee appointees 
on what to do, and Hamby later 
said he was being “crucified” by 
Galindo.

Early in the meeting, Sierra 
Galindo spoke to President Hanks 
during board member comments, 
asking him to speak with Hamby 
about meeting with his political 
appointees on the Water Conser-
vation Advisory Board. 

“It is my understanding that the 
water advisory committee has two 
directors that have regular meet-
ings with their appointees. Not 
only do they have regular meet-
ings with their appointees, but 
they advise their appointees on 
what to do,” she said during the 
livestreamed meeting.

“... I think this completely de-
stroys the independence of the 
committee members, our trust 
in them to assess situations and 
issues,” she continued. “... This is 
truly troubling to other members 
of the water advisory committee. 
And this is just not right. It’s not 
right.”

It couldn’t immediately be con-
firmed at deadline, but presum-
ably Sierra Galindo was referring 
to photos and video circulating 
around social media in which 
Hamby is shown speaking to Di-
vision 4 water committee member 
Jimmy Abatti.

The video has text superim-
posed over it, asking, in part: “DI-
RECTOR HAMBY WHY WERE 
YOU AT JAMES ABATTI’S SHOP 

THE MORNING …” (remaining 
text not visible).

Although it’s not clear whether 
that was the reference, considering 
Hamby is the Division 2 director 
and Abatti is an appointee for Di-
vision 4, which is Javier Gonzales’ 
division.

During the meeting, Sierra 
Galindo added that board mem-
bers have been meeting with oth-
ers, including possibly AB 1021 
author Chad Mayes, on issues 
without reporting back to the 
board. 

“This is not director or Mark 
Hamby’s board. This is our board 
and the Imperial Valley ratepayers’ 
board,” she said, referring to Ham-
by’s father, who has been associat-
ed with the Abatti family. 

Hamby answered the allegations 
during board member comments 
that he doesn’t believe Hanks and 
himself have engaged in anything 
different than what the board 
leaders have done in the past. 

Hamby did say he has met with 
his political appointees, but the 
Water Conservation Advisory 
Board is run primarily by farmers 
who are not easily swayed by what 
anyone tells them.

It’s important to note, Hamby 
said, that he has freedom to meet 
with whomever he chooses.

“I can associate with whoever 
the hell I want to,” he added. 

Hanks got the last word in 
during board member reports.

“We have some major issues 
facing us,” Hanks said. “... We have 
our hands full. We have a poten-
tial case at the U.S. Supreme Court 
level. Ongoing issue with Mr. 
(Mike) Abatti. We have issues on 
the (Colorado) River.”

He encouraged the board to 
come together to fight these prob-
lems instead of fighting amongst 
themselves.

On the AB 1021 issue, the board 
did appear united, as it voted 
unanimously to oppose the pro-
posed legislation, which been re-
ferred to the Assembly’s local gov-
ernment committee for further 

study.
Other governmental bodies in 

the Valley have also been oppos-
ing the legislation.

The Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors sent a letter of opposi-
tion regarding the bill to the chair 
of the local government commit-
tee.

“AB 1021 interjects in and cir-
cumvents local government deci-
sion-making authority,” accord-
ing to the county letter. “... The 
issues raised by Assemblymember 
Mayes in AB 1021 and similar 
legislation previously introduced 
remain local issues for which the 

Legislature has provided an elab-
orate local process that should not 
be circumvented.

“... We urge you to closely con-
sider the far-reaching and nega-
tive impacts of this bill to all of the 
communities served by IID,” the 
county’s letter continues.

The issue of representation for 
Coachella area ratepayers — and 
Mayes’ involvement — is not new 
to the Imperial Valley nor IID.

In 2019, Mayes introduced As-
sembly Bill 854, a controversial 
piece of legislation that sought to 
add six voting members from Riv-
erside County to the IID board. 

Eventually the bill all but died for 
lack of support, but Mayes has 
said the idea and concept would 
return.

AB 1021, like AB 854 before 
it, centers on representation in 
Coachella Valley. While 60 per-
cent of IID’s electricity customer 
base lives there, they have no pol-
icymaking representation on the 
district’s board. 

At time of 854’s movement 
through the Assembly, IID offi-
cials asserted that the bill chal-
lenged the district’s autonomy and 
that it amounted to a “power grab” 
by Riverside County officials.

LOCAL NEWS

IID
From Page 1

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 

ties in Brawley, among others, the 
local chambers of commerce have 
had to adapt to a revenue stream 
that no longer relies on these an-
nual events since the pandemic 
shut down large social gatherings 
in March 2020. 

A state and national levels, even 
at global levels, chambers of com-
merce have had to learn a new set 
of rules and operating standards.

“COVID-19 has created both 
an opportunity and necessity for 
chambers of commerce to change. 
While none of the services cur-
rently offered are believed to be 
becoming redundant, the shift 
brought about by COVID-19 
has increased interaction with a 
broader member base, and a move 
to online has made resources more 
widely accessible,” according to the 
“Chambers New Norm: Adapting 
to Business Needs Report 2020,” 
a publication of the International 
Chambers of Commerce.

“A side effect of the COVID-19 
outbreak has been an accelera-
tion in the evolution of business-
es. Developments such as digital 
transformation and a focus on 
employee wellbeing — which have 
been discussed for many years 
and are at various stages of adop-

tion — have now become essential 
to business continuity,” the report 
states. 

Imperial Valley chambers, like 
many others throughout the coun-
try and the world, operate almost 
exclusively as nonprofit entities 
and have often financially relied 
on a combination of annual mem-
bership dues, private donations, 
some grant funding, and partici-
pation fees from their fundraising 
events.

As a result of the ongoing pan-
demic, at least two local chambers 
of commerce have closed their 
doors, while three have taken the 
opportunity to merge, one has 
launched rebranding efforts, and 
another has adapted to hosting so-
cially distant events. 

Chambers of Commerce Shut-
ter for Now  

Although it covers the sec-
ond-largest city in the Imperial 
Valley, the Calexico Chamber 
of Commerce was among those 
forced to shut down operations in 
response to the start of the pan-
demic last year. 

“When COVID hit, all of our 
plans changed, and unfortunately 
we had to close the chamber,” Gil 
Acuña, Calexico chamber presi-
dent said last month.

Although the changing face 
of the Calexico chamber was de-
tailed in a story in this newspaper 
last month, Calexico was not the 
only organization in the Valley 
forced to cease daily operations. 

The Calipatria chamber has also 
gone dark for the past year, ex-
plained George Prieto, Calipatria 
chamber president.

“We’re still not active,” Prieto 

said. “I hope we can get back to 
talking and taking care of busi-
nesses.” 

The Calipatria chamber had 
some difficulty staying open pri-
or to the pandemic, with efforts 
initially made in 2019 to reinstate 
the chamber following a hiatus 
in which it had disbanded from 
2017-2018, Prieto said. 

By 2020, the Calipatria chamber 
had planned to host community 
events that were initially proposed 
during their meetings to revital-
ize the chamber. However, once 
social-distancing measures were 
imposed to combat the spread of 
COVID, the chamber cancelled 
its events along with its plans to 
move forward with meetings, Pri-
eto explained. 

“We definitely want to continue 
where we left off,” Prieto said, “to 
try to hold meetings again, be-
cause the community has shown 
a need.” 

As a result of their inability 
to operate during the pandem-
ic, both Calexico and Calipatria 
chambers were not able to ask 
their members or their respective 
boards of directors if they were 
open to the idea of merging with 
other local chambers in 2020. 

Merger Takes Place, More 
Could Be on Horizon 

El Centro, Imperial, and West-

morland chambers of commerce 
were the only local organizations 
to approve merging into what they 
have named the Imperial Valley 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
explained Bari Smith of the West-
morland Chamber of Commerce, 
who also serves as interim region-
al chamber committee chair.

“Once we get everything offi-
cially finalized and all of the pa-
perwork submitted, we definitely 
plan on reaching out to the other 
chambers and sharing with them 
where we are at and invite them 
again to join,” Smith said during 
a March interview. “We truly feel 
like the ultimate goal is to bring all 
the chambers together, even if it’s 
at a later point.” 

The boards of directors for 
each of the three chambers voted 
in favor of joining after polling 
their membership and reviewing 
financial projections provided by 
the Regional Committee, which 
included board members from 
various local chambers. 

“It offers an opportunity for 
everybody to be able to bring to-
gether their unique members and 
unique resources,” Smith said. 
“That’s why we were excited to be 
a part of it.” 

CHAMBERS
From Page 1

CONTINUE READING AT 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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DON’T BE
A VICTIM!

BEWARE OF
SCAMS

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

DEAR IID CUSTOMER
IF YOU GET A CALL DEMANDING IMMEDIATE PAYMENT:

• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.

REALIZE THAT YOU
ARE IN CONTROL

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source in Print and Online!

holtvilletribune.com
To subscribe the print edition, 

call (760) 339-4899

• Breaking News
• Local Viewpoints
• Local Sports Coverage
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALIPATRIA — In an Imperi-
al Valley League girls’ swimming 
tri-meet, it was Southwest High 
of El Centro coming out on top, 
beating Holtville and Calipatria 
here on Tuesday, March 30.

The Eagles won the tri-meet, 
edging Holtville 108-51, and 
beating Calipatria, 128-36. The 
Vikings were able to come out on 

top of the Hornets, winning 64-
33.

Alex Zaragoza led the way for 
the Southwest girls, winning all 
four of her events, including the 
200-yard medley relay, 100-yard 
butterfly, 100-yard backstroke, 
and 400-yard freestyle relay.

Results from the tri-meet were:
200-yard medley relay: South-

west (Bianca Prieto, Alex Zara-
goza, Irma Leon, Paola Roswen) 
2:22.58. Holtville (Alyssa En-

riquez, Audrey Lucio, Bella Fusi, 
Skylar Hanson) 2:24.88. South-
west (Maritza Proctor, Lidia Mo-
rales, Mariana Reyes, Anna Her-
nandez) 2:53.43.

200-yard freestyle relay: Holt-
ville (Alyssa Enriquez, Audrey 
Lucio, Bella Fusi, Skylar Han-
son) 2:08.60. Southwest (Aali-
yah Hunter, Michelle Gamez, 
Mariana Reyes, Maritza Proc-
tor) 2:33.88. Southwest (Aimee 

SWIMMING

Southwest Girls Edge Vikings, Hornets in Tri-Meet
Holtville High 
School senior 
Audrey Lucio 

races in the 
breaststroke 

during a tri-meet 
against Calexico 

and Calipatria 
in Calexico on 

Wednesday, 
March 31. | 

CAMILO GARCIA 
JR. PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Holtville High 
School football team used a stout rush-
ing attack to control the ball and the 
clock to defeat Vincent Memorial Cath-
olic High of Calexico, 45-14, in a Des-
ert League matchup at Cal Jones Field 
on the Central Union High campus on 
Thursday, April 1.

The Vikings (2-0 in DL action, 2-2 
overall) got a breakout game from junior 
running back Payton Iten, who rushed 

for 185 yards on 22 carries and scored 
three touchdowns. Senior Abraham Ra-
mos had seven carries for 118 yards and 
two touchdowns, all in the fourth quar-
ter, and senior C.J. Nuñez finished with 
79 yards on 14 carries and a touchdown.

As a team, Holtville rushed for 397 
yards and scored all six touchdowns on 
the ground.

“You never want to see someone get 
hurt, but it was almost a blessing in dis-
guise when (star senior running back) 
Jose (Devoux) went down the open-
ing week,” said Jason Turner, Holtville’s 

fourth-year head coach. “It gave these 
other guys a chance to step up and show 
us what they can do.”

Devoux, the Vikings’ leading rusher 
the last two seasons, was injured in the 
season-opening game against Brawley 
and has played sparingly since the inju-
ry. On Thursday, against Vincent, he was 
used primarily on special teams.

The win gives Holtville a one-game 
lead in the DL standings with one league 
game remaining at Mountain Empire of 
Pine Valley at 7 p.m. April 9.

Vincent Memorial Catholic junior quarterback Diego Elorduy scrambles away from the Holtville defense on Thursday, April 1, at Cal Jones Field in 
El Centro. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

VIKINGSVIKINGS
GROUND AND POUNDGROUND AND POUND

BURIES SCOTSBURIES SCOTS
Holtville High Rushes for 397 Yards in 45-14 Win

FOOTBALL

See FOOTBALL, PAGE ?

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Junior Rafa Es-
pinoza was locked in on Tuesday, 
March 30, throwing a one-hitter and 
leading the Holtville High School 
baseball team to a 3-1 victory over 
Calexico at Belcher Field here.

Espinoza threw a complete game, 
was throwing a no-hitter until the 
final frame when he allowed the 
only hit and Calexico’s only run. 
He finished with 12 strikeouts and 

three walks.
“The big thing is he (Espinoza) 

was throwing strikes,” said Benny 
Carter, Holtville’s second-year head 
coach. “He looked really good. His 
fastball was working, and his sec-
ondary pitches were working.”

The Vikings (4-2 overall) opened 
the scoring with two runs in the 
fourth inning and added another 
run in the fifth to build a 3-0 advan-
tage. Calexico mounted a threat in 
the final frame with its only hit and 
run, but Espinoza was able to close 

out the Bulldogs for the complete 
game win.

Offensively, Holtville junior J.R. 
Garewal had two hits and a RBI 
while senior Arturo Lazos finished 
with a double and a run scored. 

On Monday, March 29, the Vi-
kings traveled to Spring Valley to 
take on Mount Miguel and came 
home with an 11-3 victory.

It was a six-run second inning 
that led the way for Holtville. Senior 
Erik Garcia was the offensive star 

BASEBALL

Espinoza Helps Vikings Shut Down Bulldogs
Holtville High 
School junior 

Rafa Espinoza 
delivers a 

pitch against 
Calexico High 

during the 
Vikings’ 3-1 

victory over the 
Bulldogs at 

Belcher Field 
in Calexico on 

Tuesday, March 
30. | CAMILO 

GARCIA JR. 
PHOTO See BASEBALL, PAGE ?

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School 
girls’ soccer team has had to make a lot of ad-
justments during this COVID-delayed and 
condensed season, and it’s been a rough start 
as the Vikings try to work though lineup and 
position changes.

Holtville is 1-5 on the young season with 
defensive struggles haunting the Vikings, giv-
ing up three goals or more in five of six con-
tests. Holtville’s lone victory came on March 
25, with a 5-0 shutout of Southwest High of 
El Centro.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — The Holtville High School 
tennis team opened its season with losses at 
Brawley Union High and at Calexico High, 
but got encouraging results from freshman 
Gabrielle McDonald, who netted three points 
for the Vikings in the two matches. 

McDonald teamed with Yasmin Corral to 
win a girls’ doubles match in Brawley, 6-4, 
then she teamed with Ryan Richards to win 
a mixed doubles match against Wildcats, 6-1.

In Calexico, the team of McDonald and 
Carlos Reyes got the only point of the day for 
the Vikings with a mixed doubles victory, 6-2.

Vikings Drop Trio 
of Home Matches

Holtville Falls to 
Brawley, Calexico

SOCCER

Holtville High School sophomore Mia Moreno (14) 
looks to elude an Imperial High defender during 
their match at Holtville’s Birger Field on Wednesday, 
March 31. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

TENNIS

See SOCCER, PAGE ?

See TENNIS, PAGE ?

See SWIMMING, PAGE ?
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ville hotel has resulted from an 
increased number of migrants 
being apprehended at the border 
by U.S. Border Patrol, as well as 
the inability of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to detain 
subjects, a local Border Patrol 
official said.

New guidelines limiting the 
distance that federal immigration 
officials can transport subjects 
who are released from custody 
also is contributing to the number 
of migrants being temporarily 
housed in the Valley and trans-
ported elsewhere, sources said.

Starting April 17, the Ramada 
hotel is scheduled to start serving 
as the sole temporary lodging for 
migrants awaiting to be reunited 
with family and sponsors else-
where, said Gilbert Rebollar, with 
the County Executive Office’s Joint 
Information Center.

Currently, the county, with the 
assistance of various state agencies 
and local non-governmental orga-
nizations (NGOs), is operating a 
Quarantine and Isolation Shelter 
(QIS) at Imperial Valley College. 
The QIS temporarily houses 
migrants who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 after their release 
from the custody of immigration 
officials. 

The state’s agreement with Bar-
bara Worth Country Club owner 
Eddie Mejorado will allow for the 
transition of the QIS’s functions to 
the Ramada hotel, Rebollar said in 
an email on Tuesday, April 6.

“The demobilization of the QIS 

at IVC is expected to begin in the 
coming days,” he said.

Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Michael 
Kelley said on Tuesday in a text 
message that the resort’s hotel ap-
peared to be the only local venue 
temporarily housing migrants 
amid the reported surge.

Previously, Mejorado said that 
providing shelter for the vulnera-
ble immigrants was the right thing 
to do, personally and professional-
ly speaking. 

When contacted for comment 
on April 1, Mejorado said he was 
not at liberty to disclose details 
of the hotel’s agreement with 
the state, or whether additional 
housing, such as tents, would be 
erected at the resort grounds to 
temporarily house migrants.

Quick, Coordinated and Unsus-
tainable Response 

The temporary housing of the 
migrants locally appears to have 
started on March 23. Two days 
prior, county officials hosted a 
meeting between state officials 
and representatives of local NGOs 
to determine whether tempo-
rary housing and assistance for 
migrants could be readily made 
available.

Officials had requested at least 
100 rooms, prompting attendee 
Margaret Sauza, Sure Helpline 
Crisis Center executive director, 
to call Barbara Worth golf resort 
owner Mejorado to inquire if the 
resort’s hotel had the capacity to 
host such a number. Mejorado 
responded that it could.

When Sauza then told the 
meeting’s attendees that she had 
secured the rooms, many ex-

pressed astonishment and relief, 
she said. 

With the housing secured, 
it then fell to Sure Helpline to 
provide the migrants with some 
wraparound services, such as 
coordinating the delivery and 
distribution of three daily meals 
and additional onsite COVID-19 
testing. 

“We have not stopped since 
then,” Sauza said on April 3, as she 
coordinated the nonprofit’s efforts 
from a hotel room at the resort 
that was serving as the organiza-
tion’s makeshift office. 

Sure Helpline staff has also 
found itself in the uncomfortable 
position of constantly reminding 
the migrants to remain inside 
their hotel rooms at all times, 
mostly to help prevent any po-
tential spread of the coronavirus. 
The admonition is also meant to 
protect the migrants from any 
harassment by people who are 
opposed to their presence.

On Tuesday evening, April 6, 
some of the migrants could be 
seen congregating outside their 
rooms, some wearing masks and 
some not.

Prior to arriving at the Ramada 
hotel, migrants that have been 
apprehended by Border Patrol or 
released from the custody of Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment are transported to the QIS at 
Imperial Valley College.

At the QIS, migrants are tested 
for COVID-19, with those who 
test positive remaining at the site 
and the rest being transported 
to other destinations with the 
assistance of NGOs, the county 
has reported. 

An average of about 50 indi-
viduals have been arriving daily 
at the QIS, Sauza said. Only those 
who are suspected of having been 
exposed to COVID-19 while 
being transported in groups by 
the Border Patrol are taken to the 
Ramada hotel, where they remain 
in isolation for at least seven days, 
she said.  

“They get tested when they ar-
rive (at IVC), they’re getting tested 
and fed while they’re here (at the 
hotel), and then they are on their 
merry way,” Sauza said. 

Sauza estimated the three meals 
alone cost about $6,000 a day to 
prepare and deliver. Her staff, 

aided by volunteers, typically 
will spend a few hours each day 
distributing the meals to the mi-
grants housed at the hotel. 

Sauza said the meals have been 
prepared and delivered by people 
associated with the Puerto Nuevo 
restaurant in Calexico. They have 
done so without any payment over 
the last couple weeks, but on good 
faith that they will be reimbursed, 
Sauza said.

Nor had Sure Helpline been 
reimbursed for its efforts as of 
April 3, although Sauza said she 
is not overly concerned about the 
temporary lapse in compensation. 
State officials had indicated that 
some $12 million was reportedly 
available to assist the increased 
release of immigrants along the 
border and that some $2.4 million 
was to go to NGOs, she said.

The situation has proven unten-
able for the county. On Tuesday, 
the county Board of Supervisors 
voted to send a letter to U.S. Sens. 
Dianne Feinstein and Alex Padilla, 
alerting both senators of the 
county’s response to the increased 
number of migrants that are being 
released locally and to request 
federal assistance.

“The increased number of 
arrivals coupled with the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic have 
exhausted the local resources 
we have to aid this population 
without the federal government 
providing ongoing infrastructure 
and resources,” the letter stated. 

Of particular concern to the 
county is the fact that the mi-
grants being released from federal 
custody are being transported to 
the IVC QIS without any prior 
COVID-19 testing or medical 
screening, creating risks for them 
and those they encounter.

The county’s letter specifically 
requests that the federal gov-
ernment establish a COVID-19 
testing protocol for those migrants 
who are being released in the 
county. It further requests that 
the federal government estab-
lish short-term lodging for the 
migrants in need of quarantine 
or isolation as well as those who 
are not ill or who have not been 
potentially exposed.

“As we look toward the future 
and the evolution of immigration 
policies, we stand ready to con-

tinue the dialogue beyond today’s 
emergent needs, to the infrastruc-
ture needed to provide a humane 
and safe entry to our nation for 
those seeking to cross the border,” 
the letter stated.

Border Patrol’s Response to 
Migrant Surge

The increased number of mi-
grants being apprehended at the 
border has also placed an added 
strain on the operations of the El 
Centro Sector Border Patrol.

On March 31, the sector report-
ed that its Calexico station had 
encountered a group of 64 undoc-
umented immigrants, which set 
a single-day record for the largest 
group apprehension in the sector’s 
history.

In the 24 hours preceding 
the sector’s announcement on 
its Twitter account, the agency 
reported that a total of 208 immi-
grants had been detained.

“A new 10-year high for our 
Sector,” it tweeted.

So many apprehensions affect 
the agents’ ability to process indi-
viduals’ paperwork, and requires 
more time to provide meals, wel-
fare checks, movement between 
cells, and roll calls, Supervisory 
Agent Carlos Pitones stated in an 
email on Thursday, April 1.

“Larger numbers of apprehen-
sions also increase the possibility 
of a detainee needing immediate 
medical attention requiring an 
agent to transport the subject to 
a nearby hospital or clinic,” he 
stated.

Currently, ICE will notify 
Border Patrol about who they are 
able to accept into custody, which 
typically has been most single 
adults who do not have any med-
ical conditions that ICE is unable 
to attend to, according to Pitones.

Family units or juveniles are 
generally not taken into the 
custody of ICE at the local level, 
he added. 

Family units, which consist of a 
parent or legal guardian and child, 
are currently being processed by 
the Border Patrol via a Notice to 
Appear (NTA) and released on 
their Own Recognizance (OR) 
with assistance from NGOs. A 
similar NTA/OR will be issued to 
those single adults who have med-
ical conditions that prevent them 
from being processed by ICE.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
CASE NUMBER: ECU001808 TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
(name): Jaime Lee Jensen filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows:  
Present name : 
Jaime Lee Jensen  
Proposed name: 
Nada Y Todo 
THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear 

ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any per son objecting to the name 
changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti tion 
should not be granted. If no writ 
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: May 14, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 7 
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, Coun-

ty of Imperial 
939 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause 
shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing on the peti tion in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circu-
lation, printed in this county (spec-
ify newspaper): Holtville Tribune 
Date: March 15, 2021 
Jeffrey B. Jones 
Judge of the Superior Court Filed:  
Superior Court of California County 
of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 04:34:53 PM By 
Nelly Torres, Deputy Clerk Legal 
9023  
Publish: March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 
2021

Para calificar: Usted debe de tener
50 o masaños
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Additionally, unaccompanied 
children are provided an NTA 
and referred to the federal Office 
of Refugee Resettlement for place-
ment, Pitones stated.

Because of the recent migrant 
surge and the inability of ICE to 
detain subjects, the El Centro 
Sector has referred an increased 
number of individuals to NGOs. 

And until there is guidance 
from Border Patrol headquarters 
in Washington, D.C., the local 
sector will not be performing 
COVID testing on those immi-
grants it apprehends.

“El Centro Sector will con-
tinue to work with the county 
and NGOs as much as pos-
sible to minimize the risk of 
COVID(-positive) subjects being 
released to the community,” 
Pitones stated.

A recent change in policy that 
prohibits immigration officials 
from transporting migrants 
beyond a five-mile radius also 
appears to be contributing to the 
increased number of migrants 
being temporarily housed locally 
and outside the county.

In the past, the Border Patrol 
would often transport asylum 
seekers directly to the Galilee 
Center for temporary housing, 
said Claudia Castorena, the Mec-
ca-based center’s co-founder and 
chief financial officer. 

Since the federal government’s 
March 1 change in immigrant 
transportation policy, shelter per-
sonnel have been traveling to the 
county Mondays through Fridays 
to pick up individuals released 
from Border Patrol custody, 
Castorena said during an April 1, 
phone interview.

The shelter has a capacity of 
about 70 people. Lately, migrants 
released in the Imperial County 
and transported to the shelter 
have accounted for about 50 to 
70 percent of those housed there, 
she said.

Typically, the Border Patrol will 
provide the shelter advance notice 
of the number of asylum seekers it 
is processing.

“They’re doing what they can 
and they’re pretty good about 
communicating with us,” Cas-
torena said. “They send us basic 
information ahead of time.”

In contrast, ICE appears to 
be operating in a more circum-
spect manner, said Mark Lane, 
executive director of the Spring 
Valley-based nonprofit Minority 
Humanitarian Foundation.

The organization has also been 
enlisted by local stakeholders 
to provide transportation out of 
the county for recently released 

migrants and is typically in the 
Valley about three days a week.  

“Border Patrol works with some 
organizations to get people picked 
up while ICE just drops them off 
in the middle of the street and 
walks away,” Lane said during an 
April 1 phone interview. 

He also praised the efforts of 
local officials during such trying 
times.

“Imperial County Public Health 
is doing a superb job, much better 
than San Diego, with less resourc-
es,” Lane said.  

Requests for comment re-
garding its operation amid the 
apparent migrant surge were not 
responded to by ICE.

In Search of a Better Life
Prior to the Marquéz brothers’ 

illegal entry into the United States 
on March 16 through San Luis 
Colorado, Sonora, Mexico, the 
Havana residents had attempted 
to reach the southern coast of 
Florida via a boat from Cuba.

The unsuccessful attempt 
resulted in incarceration, a hefty 
fine, and being branded political 
dissidents, yet the attempt further 
fueled their collective desire to get 
out of Cuba. 

The brothers decided to attempt 
to enter the U.S. through Mexico 
for their most recent incursion 
and present themselves to the 
authorities rather than risk po-
tential injury or death by trying 
to avoid detection in the region’s 
surrounding desert. 

“Whatever person wants to 
come (seek asylum), if they 
make it this far, they should turn 
themselves in,” 49-year-old Marco 
Antonio said. “Why make it more 
difficult on themselves?”

In the United States, asylum 
protection is granted to foreign 
nationals who are either already 
present in the country or arriving 
at the border and who meet the 
international law definition of a 
“refugee,” the nonprofit, non-
partisan American Immigration 
Council website reported.

A refugee is defined as a person 
who is unable or unwilling to 
return to their home country, and 
cannot obtain protection in that 
country, due to past persecution 
or a well-founded fear of being 
persecuted in the future “on 
account of race, religion, nation-
ality, membership in a particular 
social group, or political opinion,” 
according to the United Nations 
1951 Convention and 1967 Proto-
col, the latter of which the U.S. is 
a signatory.

While President Donald Trump 
had required that migrants 
seeking asylum at the Southwest 

border remain in Mexico, creating 
a backlog of an estimated 70,000 
cases, the Biden administration 
suspended the policy for those 
newly arriving at the border.

The shift in policy explains how 
23-year-old Ecuadorian nation-
al Nelly Chimpantiza came to 
find herself and her 6-year-old 
daughter at the Ramada hotel in 
Holtville. 

She, too, had turned herself in 
to the Border Patrol after being 
smuggled into Calexico. The pair 
had initially taken a flight from 
Ecuador to Mexico City, from 
where they boarded a two-day bus 
trip to Mexicali.

Chimpantiza said she was 
“escaping” an abusive partner 
and domestic situation that also 
placed her daughter’s life at risk. 

After seven days of hotel isolation, 
she said she was looking forward 
to soon joining her cousin in 
Brooklyn, New York, as well as the 
opportunities her daughter could 
access in America and which were 
largely unavailable to her in their 
home country.  

“I want to her to have a future,” 
Chimpantiza said in Spanish, “to 
work and get ahead.”

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 

for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/ 

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 
USAServicesOnline.com. 

 
REAL ESTATE/LOANS

 
RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!   
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-161 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
All American Cleaning 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 98 
Imperial, CA 92251 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Tim Wallen 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Name(s) listed above on: Jan-
uary 9, 1989. 

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Tim Wallen, 
Owner The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26, 
2021. 
NOTICE: This statement expires on: 
February 25, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the ex-
piration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6482  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-220 
The following persons are con-
duct ing business as: 
Marrs Construction Designs Inc. 
712 Fig Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Daniel John Marrs 
712 Fig Ave. 
Holtville CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation 
Articles of Incorporation: 
C4683550 Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed 
above on: March 15, 2021. 
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion 

in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Daniel John 
Marrs, Owner The filing of this 
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this State or a 
Fictitious Business Name in Vi-
olation of the Rights of another 
under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: March 17, 
2021. NOTICE: This statement ex-
pires on: March 16, 2026. A new 
statement must be filed prior to 
the expiration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Re-
corder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Depu-
ty Clerk 
Legal 9022  
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

PAVEMENT REHABILITATION (APMS 1 & 2) PROJECT
AT THE IMPERIAL COUNTY AIRPORT

Sealed proposals for the construction of the Pavement Rehabilitation (APMS 1 & 2) Project contract will be received
at the Office of the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, CA 92243 until 3:30
PM, local time, April 28, 2021 and there, at said office, at said time, publicly opened and read aloud.

The proposed project generally includes reconstructing the pavement on the North Apron at the Imperial County
Airport. New pavement markings will then be placed on the apron.

The Contractor must have a Class A license to perform this work. The Contractor shall have and shall maintain the
proper Contractor license from award of contract through contract acceptance (per Public Contract Code § 10164).

Bid documents will be available on the Imperial County Department of Public Works (Public Works) website
(https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org) under the "Projects out to bid" section at no charge. Hard copy(ies) of the
PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS can be obtained Monday through Friday 8:00 AM
- 5:00 PM (PDT) at: 

Imperial County Department of Public Works
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA, 92243
Phone (442) 265-1818

A one hundred dollar ($100) non-refundable fee for each hardcopy bid package set of the contract documents is
required. Those desiring to pick up bid sets shall call to reserve a copy of bid documents to ensure the availability

Each proposal must conform and be responsive to the contract documents and must be accompanied by a certified
check or bid bond, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total maximum proposal price for the contract in the
form and subject to the conditions provided in the Preparation of Proposal.

Requests concerning this project must be made in writing and submitted via email to the following personnel:

To be given consideration, requests must be received no later than 5:00 PM, local time, April 22, 2021. Any supple-
mental instructions will be in the form of written addenda, which, when issued, will be sent and/or posted on the
Public Works website not later than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the date fixed for the opening of bids. All adden-
da so issued shall become Part of the Contract and acknowledged by Bidder.  Failure of any Bidder to receive any
such addenda or interpretation shall not relieve said Bidder from any obligation under his bid submitted.

A pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough has been scheduled in order to review the specific requirements of this con-
tract and walk the project site. The pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough is scheduled for April 20, 2021 at 10:00
AM, local time at:

Imperial County Airport Administration Office
1099 Airport Road
Imperial, CA 92251
Contact: Jenell Guerrero, MPA
Telephone No.: (442) 265-1815

Attendance at the Pre-Bid conference/facility walkthrough is MANDATORY. Any firm that does not attend the
mandatory site visit/briefing shall not be eligible to submit a bid proposal. 

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities in the proposal, and to reject any and all proposals.

Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board 
County of Imperial

Legal 9024 Publish: April 8, 2021

C&R Engineers, Inc.

Richrd Graham, P.E
rgraham@esos.com

Imperial County Department of Public Works

Jenell Guerrero, MPA

jenellguerrero@co.imperial.ca.us
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On Thursday, neither team was 

able to do anything on its opening 
possession, but Holtville got the 
ground game going on its sec-
ond when the Vikings marched 

50 yards in seven plays, with Iten 
finishing the drive with a 12-yard 
touchdown run. Quarterback Da-
mian Rodriguez hit Jonathan Her-

az for the two-point conversion 
and Holtville had an 8-0 lead with 
8:02 left in the opening quarter.

“The line was doing a really 
good job tonight of opening up 
the holes,” said the 16-year-old 
Iten. “Once we get through the 
line, we are able to read how the 
defense reacts and either bounce 
it outside or take it up the middle.”

Midway through the second 
quarter a muffed punt gave Holt-
ville great field position at the 
Scots’ 21-yard line. Six plays later 
Nuñez was bulling his way in from 
the 4-yard-line for a touchdown. 
Rodriguez again hit Heraz for an-
other two-point conversion and 
the Vikings would take that 16-0 
into halftime.

Vincent Memorial’s offense was 
nonexistent in the first half, being 
thrown back for negative-17 yards 
rushing, and netting only 51 yards 
through the air from junior quar-
terback Diego Elorduy. 

“We just didn’t come out as 
ready to play as we should have,” 
said David Wong, Vincent Memo-
rial head coach. “To lose like we 
did last week (34-0 against Cen-
tral Union), I think some of that 
carried over into this week.”

Holtville’s first possession of 
the second half was a seven-play, 
63-yard drive that was basically 
all Iten. He rushed for 54 yards 
on the drive, including the final 
1-yard plunge into the end zone to 
put the Vikings up 22-0 with 7:18 
left in the third quarter. 

Iten got his third touchdown of 
the game on Holtville’s next pos-
session finishing an eight-play, 70-
yard drive with a 14-yard sprint 
to pay dirt with 10 seconds left in 
the third quarter. Nunez tossed to 
Rodriguez for the two-point con-
version to put the Vikings on top, 
30-0, heading to the final period.

“We put it on our offensive 
line this week. We told them if 
they did their job and did it well, 
we were going to be successful,” 
Turner said. “Credit to those guys 
for stepping up and playing well 
tonight against a very tough de-
fensive line from Vincent Memo-
rial.”

The Scots’ two scores came in 
the final period as senior Max 
Diaz scored on a 1-yard touch-
down run and Elorduy hit senior 
tight end Alejandro Cervantes for 
a 26-yard touchdown strike late in 
the game.

Elorduy finished the game com-
pleting 16-of-32 passes for 151 
yards with one touchdown and 
one interception. 

The fourth quarter also saw the 
return of Ramos to the Holtville 
backfield after the senior running 
back was also injured in the sea-
son-opener against Brawley. Ra-
mos looked healthy on Thursday, 
scoring twice in the fourth quarter 
on runs of 1 yard and 39 yards.

The Scots will next face Palo 
Verde of Blythe in a DL matchup 
set for 7 p.m. April 9 at Southwest 
High School in El Centro. 

FOOTBALL
From page 5

of the day with two hits, includ-
ing a double, two RBI and a run 
scored. Garewal had a two-RBI 
single and scored a run, while 
junior Donovan Johnston scored 
twice and had an RBI.

Vikings’ sophomore Raul Si-
erra got the win on the mound, 
pitching six innings, giving up 
two hits with 11 strikeouts and 
two walks. 

“We went up there and put the 
ball in play,” Carter said. “Good 
things will happen if you can just 
put the ball in play. Every team is 
struggling because of how quick-
ly this season came about but you 
still have to go out and play the 
game.”

The Vikings finished their 
three-game week on the road 
again, this time falling 6-3 at Mis-

sion Bay High School in San Di-
ego on Wednesday, March 31.

The Buccaneers scored three 
runs in the bottom of the first 
inning to take an early lead, but 
Holtville was able to cut it to 3-2 
after the third inning. Mission 
Bay’s three-run fourth inning 
seemed to put the game away.

Garewal took the loss on the 
hill for the Vikings, giving up six 
runs and six hits in five innings 
of work, striking out seven and 
walking two.

Senior Norbert Irungaray had 
two hits and an RBI to lead the 
Holtville offense with Garcia and 
Lazos each chipping in with a hit 
and a run scored. 

After six games in two weeks, 
the Vikings have a few days off 
and won’t take the diamond again 
until 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 
10, when they travel to Brawley to 
face the Wildcats. 

Sesma, Hailey Camarena, Arely 
Garcia, Camila Moreno) 3:18.60. 

400-yard freestyle relay: 
Southwest (Maddy Lilien, Alex 
Zaragoza, Irma Leon, Bian-
ca Prieto) 4:40.85. Southwest 
(Camila Moreno, Arely Garcia, 
Hailey Camarena, Samantha 
Trinkleman) 6:35.51.

200-yard freestyle: Maddy Lil-
ien, Southwest, 2:16.40. Isabel 
Regalado, Calipatria, 2:42.96. 
Gizelle Silva, Southwest, 2:47.91.

200-yard individual med-
ley: Bianca Prieto, Southwest, 
2:44.72. Paola Roswen, South-
west, 3:31.89. Anna Hernandez, 
Southwest, 3:34.32.

50-yard freestyle: Skylar Han-
son, Holtville, 29.77. Bella Fusi, 
Holtville, 33.15. Melany Lopez, 
Holtville, 34.15. 

100-yard butterfly: Alex 
Zaragoza, Southwest, 1:17.15. 
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria, 
1:32.63. Lidia Morales, South-
west, 1:38.77.

100-yard freestyle: Alyssa 
Enriquez, Holtville, 1:18.14. 
Michelle Gamez, Southwest, 
1:22.67. Irma Leon, Southwest, 
1:23.03.

500-yard freestyle: Maddy Lil-

ien, Southwest, 6:17.08. Gizelle 
Silva, Southwest, 7:43.91. Mar-
iana Reyes, Southwest, 9:11.23.

100-yard backstroke: Alex 
Zaragoza, Southwest, 1:16.49. 
Zimiri Ramirez, Calipatria, 
1:32.40. Bella Fusi, Holtville, 
1:32.40.

100-yard breaststroke: Bianca 
Prieto, Southwest, 1:24.65. Au-
drey Lucio, Holtville, 1:26.60. 
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria, 
1:30.14.

BULLDOGS SWIM PAST 
VIKINGS, HORNETS

CALEXICO — On Wednes-
day, March 31, the Holtville and 
Calipatria high girls’ swim teams 
were back in the pool, this time 
in Calexico.

The Bulldogs were able to beat 

Holtville, 67-58, and defeated 
Calipatria, 67-11. On the boys’ 
side, Calexico beat the Hornets, 
67-11, and scored a walkover 
against the Vikings.

No individual results were 
available.

Holtville Swim Fundraiser
The Holtville High swim team 

is raising funds through a virtual 
run/walk/swim. Through May 
31, participants can run, walk, 
or swim their way to either 5 ki-
lometers or 10 kilometers.

The cost is $35 per partici-
pant and each participant gets 
a “Viking Strong” t-shirt, a race 
medal, and a downloadable race 
bib. To enter the virtual event, 
visit: https://www.goneforarun.
com/virtual-race-viking-strong-
5k-10k-2021/vsr-0001.html?c-
gid=gfar

BASEBALL
From page 5

SWIMMING
From page 5

“Our personnel has been different, and we are 
trying girls at completely different positions,” said 
first-year head coach Sadie Ming. “In some cases, 
we are having to play girls in positions they’ve nev-
er played before.”

On Saturday, March 27, the Vikings hosted pe-
rennial Imperial Valley League power Central 
Union High and fell, 4-2. To this point that is the 
closest game the Spartans have had and the most 
goals they have given up in a game this season as 
they currently sit undefeated at 6-0.

On Tuesday, March 30, Holtville fell at home to 
Brawley Union, losing 3-1, then the next evening, 
Wednesday, March 31, the Vikings hosted Imperial 
and lost 4-1 after being tied, 1-1, at halftime.

“We came out and played well in that first half 
against Imperial,” Ming said. “Then there were 
about 10 minutes in the second half where we just 
lost it. We gave up a goal and had a few mental mis-
takes and they scored all three goals in about 10 
minutes.”

Sophomore Mykenzie Wright, who scored a goal 
against the Spartans, has moved to centerback, 
which is a new position for the Viking. Between 
Wright and junior Lesley Sandoval, Ming likes how 

the middle of the field is coming together.
“Being my first year as head coach, we have 

changed the way we do a lot of things and the girls 
are adjusting well,” Ming said. 

The leading goal scorer for Holtville has been 
senior Amanda Strahm, who netted three goals 
during the three-game homestand, with one goal 
apiece against Central, Brawley and Imperial.

SOCCER
From page 5

The Vikings fell to the Wild-
cats, 14-3, on Monday, March 29, 
with the other point coming from 
the girls’ doubles team of Orian 
Anderson/Vera Smith as they de-
feated their Brawley opponents, 
6-3.

Holtville traveled to Calexico 
on Wednesday, March 31, and 
lost to the Bulldogs, 16-1. The 
Bulldogs’ boys lost only one game 
en route to sweeping singles and 
doubles and earning six points 
for the team score. 

Vidal Castaneda, Ivan Sando-
val, and Aaron Galvan all swept 
their singles sets by identical 6-0 
scores. In doubles, Ivan Sandoval/
Aaron Galvan and Donato Rosas/
Jose Zavala blanked their Vikings’ 
opponents, 6-0, while Vidal Cas-
taneda/Ethan Noriega won 6-1 
over Holtville’s Ryan Richards/
Jose Aguirre.

In the girls’ singles, Calexico’s 
Gwenyth Rodriguez and Saman-
tha Alvarez swept their sets, 6-0, 
while the Bulldogs’ Yulianna 
Gastelum won her set, 6-4, over 
Holtville’s Orian Anderson.

In girls’ doubles, Samantha 
Alvarez/Andrea Morillon swept 
their set 6-0, while Kristen Norie-
ga/Alexa Gastelum defeated the 
Vikings’ Maria Ayala/Kenya 
Uribe, 6-2. Calexico’s Victoria 

Ochoa/Yulianna Gastelum edged 
Holtville’s Gabrielle McDonald/
Yasmin Corral, 6-4.

In mixed doubles, it was the 
Bulldogs’ Donato Rosas/Kristen 
Noriega and Marco Trejo/Victo-
ria Ochoa winning their sets, 6-0. 
Calexico’s Ethan Noriega/Andrea 
Morillon defeated Holtville’s Er-
nie Garcia/Caitlin Garcia, 6-2, 
while the Bulldogs’ Jose Zavala/
Alexa Gastelum beat the Vikings’ 
Ryan Richards/Yasmin Corral, 
7-6. 

The only victory for the Vi-
kings came from the team of Car-
los Reyes/Gabrielle McDonald 
who defeated Calexico’s William 
Selwick/Carla Vizcaino, 6-2. 

TENNIS
From page 5

Holtville High School junior Giselle Gasca (21) battles for 
the ball with Imperial High senior Natalia Canchola (12) 
during their match at Holtville’s Birger Field on Wednes-
day, March 31. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School senior Caitlyn 
Garcia hits a serve during the Vikings’ 
match against Calexico High School 
on Wednesday, March 31, in Calexico. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Girls launch off the platform during a swimming tri-meet between Calexico, 
Holtville, and Calipatria in Calexico on Wednesday, March 31. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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