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New Laws For
2019 Bringing
Varied Changes

El Centro Sees
Encouraging
Development

BY MARIO CONDE 

The city of El Centro had a
great 2018 when it came to the
development of new buildings
for its residents, such as expan-
sions of El Centro Regional
Medical Center, a new Clinicas
de Salud health clinic, and the
start of construction on a new
aquatic center. El Centro resi-
dents also were able to celebrate
the success of the Central Union
High School Spartans football
team. They lead the year's top
stories.

New aquatic center
The Aquatic Center being

built on Adams Avenue between
Fourth and Sixth streets will give
residents a new option for recre-
ation. Ground was broken in
June. It is the latest in a series of
sports facilities the city hopes
will revitalize an area formerly
most known for homeless camps
and crime.  

The Aquatic Center replaces
The Plunge, the city's former
pool that was shut down in 2008.
The $15.7 million complex will
include an eight-lane competition
pool, a warm-up pool, activity
pool with beach entry (zero
depth), lazy river pool (shaped
like a meandering brook), all out-
doors, and an indoor area with
offices and rental rooms for par-
ties, explained Abraham Campos,
El Centro public works director.
There also will be a 106-space
parking lot.

El Centro Regional
Medical Center expansion

Growth of the city's hospital
at 1415 Ross Avenue is evident in
two projects, an emergency
department that connects to the
existing ER and an ancillary 

Continued on page 8

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

As the new year has turned the
corner, hundreds of new bills in
2018 by the state legislature sub-
stantially affect not only work-
place rules but mandates how
motorists must comply, sexual
harassment guidelines, and a law
to cut down on waste.

As noted in a press alert by the
California Highway Patrol, it is
the mission of law enforcement to
provide utmost safety by high-
lighting the new laws.

Possibly most significant are
minimum wage increases. Senate
Bill 3 assures workers in compa-
nies with 25 or fewer employees
have a salary increase from
$10.50 to $11 per hour. For com-
panies with 25 or more the
increase is from $11 to $12 an
hour. The law passed in 2016 and
continues until the minimum
wage reaches $15.

Assembly Bill 1066 boosts pay
for agricultural workers.
Currently, California requires
overtime for farm employees
after 10 hours per day and 60
hours per week. For employers
with more than 25 employees,
AB 1066 gradually changes the
law over a four-year period
beginning in 2019, which 

Continued on page 9

BY GARY REDFERN

Hope to avoid jarring rides on
bumpy city streets and success of
the Holtville High School
Vikings football team were
among the top issues making
news in the city in 2018.

Meanwhile, residents of
Orchard Road south of town were
a consistent voice for safety
improvements to the busy thor-
oughfare and won some hard-
fought success.

There was also an on-going
battle between some residents
and the city over restrictions on
residential use of cargo contain-
ers.  

The year closed out on a vio-
lent note with an Imperial County
Sheriff's Office deputy shot at on
Nov. 28 and a fatal shooting on
Dec. 21.

City sees significant
progress on street repair

A variety of funding sources
are allowed Holtville to repair
numerous streets in town and
those projects will continue into
2019. City Manager Nick Wells
provided an overview at the Nov.
13 and 26 city council meetings.
Top projects include: 

• Work on Ash, Elm and Oak
avenues are completed, and most

of the rest of city streets were
expected to have rehabilitation
completed by the end of January.
The fire department parking lot is
also getting a makeover. 

• Cedar Avenue from Fourth
to Fifth streets is likely to be
repaired through a state
Department of Transportation
since that project is shovel ready. 

• Fifth Street from Palm to
Olive avenues may be repaired in
conjunction with the Dollar
General Store as part of its devel-
opment agreement with the city.

• The city revised a contract
with the Holt Group for design of
a project to reconstruct of Olive
Avenue, south of Fifth Street, as
well as reconstruction of Maple
and Pine avenues from Fifth to
Sixth streets and the repair of a

section of Mesquite Avenue. The
calculated cost for those projects
is $623,214. If put out to bid,
which is considered likely,
requests for proposal will be
solicited in February with con-
struction to begin in March.

Orchard Road residents
fight for safety

In an example of how
Imperial County's growth is
affecting the Holtville area, resi-
dents on Orchard Road south of
the city spent much of 2018 bat-
tling with county officials over
safety concerns. Forming a group
called Orchard Road
Neighborhood Alliance, they lob-
bied for slower speeds and
detouring large trucks to another
route.

After several meeting with
county officials the group scored
a partial victory in November
when county supervisors voted to
cut speed on Orchard from 55
miles per hour to 45 mph. The
signs finally went up in mid-
December.

However, resident demands
ensure the controversy will per-
sist into 2019 and perhaps
beyond. They want the speed to
be reduced to 25 mph but county
officials said that might require a 

Continued on page 10

Road
Improvements,
Viking Football

Success Lead
Top Stories Of

2018

Old Family Farm
Ground Now Growing
More Than Crops

FRANK TAMAYO, VICE president of Eagles Aerie 1559 in El
Centro, presents a gift to a child on Dec. 22 at the annual
Christmas party for needy families held by the American Legion
Auxiliary Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The holidays can be a time of
isolation for those with serious
challenges and one family facing
such risk is the Wheelers in
which the father, Mark, is bat-
tling lung cancer as his wife and
four children struggle to cope.

Mark Wheeler is a U.S. Border
Patrol agent and U.S. Marine
Corps veteran. 

Fortunately, the American
Legion Auxiliary Bradley Keffer
Post 138 in Holtville and its pres-
ident, U.S. Navy veteran Kim
Vincent, know what it takes to
step up. The group held its first
Children's Christmas Party at its
lodge on Dec. 22.

"We're very grateful and feel
humbled," said  Karina Wheeler,
Mark's wife. "Kim has done so
much for us."
Karina Wheeler recalled she met

Vincent through a mutual friend 

Continued on page 7

PART 1
BY MARCIA R. JENNINGS

Driving south on Vencil Road
south of Holtville the first
glimpse of Triple I Press looms at

the intersection with Verde
School Road. Once farmland
passed down for generations,
what has been built there would
make it unrecognizable to its

Continued on page 4

Holtville American Legion Gives Helping Hand For Christmas

TRIPLE I PRESS owners (l-r)  Norberto Irungaray Jr., Norberto
Irungaray Sr. and Gerard Irungaray. MARCIA JENNINGS
PHOTO



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Starting the new year off
with a flare, the 21st annual
Imperial Valley Joint Chambers
of Commerce event now known
as the "Schmooza Palooza"
Business Expo will again deliver
the same interactive web hook-
ing up commerce and customers.

"I love coming out and see
everybody connect. And it
encourages business-to-business
and business-to-public links, so
we are really connecting our vis-
itors," said Jeanette McLaughlin,
event coordinator.

Formerly known as the
Business Expo, the Palooza will
feature 100 displays from busi-
nesses from throughout the
Imperial County. It will be held
from 4-7 p.m. on Jan. 10 in the
Preble Building at the Imperial
Valley Expo in Imperial.

"We have events within
events," McLaughlin added.
"We have a cooking demonstra-
tion with Pampered Chef
(kitchen tools, food products and
cookbooks).  "We have a fashion

show this year, totally brand
new, and the Imperial Valley
Cancer Services Center staff will
serve as models,"

Restaurants will deliver
scrumptious samples, including
Johnny Carino's, The Court
Room, Buffalo Wild Wings and
newcomers 316 Café, Nana's
Kitchen, Fiesta Mexican Foods,
Olive Garden, Marcie's Happy
Moments (vegan bakery) and
Mozzarelli Artisan Bistro.  

Visitors can also enter to win
$250, $500, and $1,000 in draw-
ings and register to win door
prizes from vendors throughout
the night. 

Admission is $6. Those who
get an event postcard from
Rabobank or any one of the indi-
vidual city chambers of com-
merce can get $1 off admission.
If tickets are purchased by Dec.
31 from McLaughlin they cost
just $4. She can be contacted at
(760) 352-7164 or attorneys-
bookkeeping@yahoo.com. 

Some of the 2019 VIP
Sponsors include Rabobank,
Republic Services, Imperial
Printers, Pioneers Memorial

Healthcare District, Pinney,
Caldwell & Pace, Securitas and
El Centro Regional Medical
Center. There are still a few
exhibitor booths available but
participants must contact
McLaughlin soon.

"Once you get in there's no
charge, unless you want a bever-
age; beer wine or soda from one
of the vendors," she said. "This
is a great opportunity for busi-
ness to meet the public. It helps
guests put a face on the business
when they leave here."
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Semana del 7 de enero 2019

La Terapia Ecuestre y la Salud Mental
(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2017)

La terapia ecuestre ofrece beneficios físicos, sociales y espirituales a per-
sonas con discapacidades. Para aquellos que tienen discapacidades cognitivas

y/o de comportamiento, las habilidades de comunicación pueden mejorar a
través de la interacción con el caballo y el instructor. El Departamento de

Salud Mental tiene un programa continuo de terapia ecuestre para jóvenes y
adultos jóvenes. Únase a nosotros mientras hablamos con la supervisora

Dalia Pesqueria acerca del programa local.

Dalia Pesqueira
Supervisora

Programa de Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes
ICBHS-El Centro

Week of January 7, 2019

Therapeutic Riding and Mental Health
(Originally aired on March 2017)

Therapeutic Riding offers physical, social, and spiritual benefits to people
with disabilities. For those who have cognitive and/or behavioral disabili-
ties, communication skills may improve through interaction with the horse

and instructor. Behavioral Health has an ongoing therapeutic riding program
for youth and young adults; join us as we speak with instructor Marsha

Boutwell about her local program. 

Marsha Boutwell
Owner

BMB Boarding & Animal Plus

Bingo Bingo Bingo! 
Join us at The American Legion and Auxiliary
Bradley-Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, Corner of 6th
& Cedar Ave. Thurs., Jan. 3. Doors open at 5 p.m.
Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Public is welcome. Please
support our Veterans and Active Duty Service
Members, they support you!

First Day of School In 2019 
Classes restart in all Holtville schools on Monday,
January 7.

Woman’s Club of Holtvillle
Book Section will meet on January 8, 2019 at 9:30
am. Meeting will be at the club house, 219 East 6th
St. Bring shampoo for Betty Jo McNeece Home.

Holtville Carrot Festival 
The 72nd Annual Holtville Carrot Festival will take
place from February 1-10, 2019. Cooking contests,
parade, street fair, music and more. For details,
visit the Holtville Chamber of Commerce website
at www.holtvillechamber.org or call (760) 356-
2923.

Community Calendar
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'Schmooza Palooza' Business Event Rolls Out New Name For Prosperous New Year

Tamale Fest To Raise
Funds for Heber Hawks

BY LUIS BURGOS

Wasupwu Productions is
hosting its second annual Tamale
festival in support of the Heber
Elementary School District
Hawks drumline on Jan. 5 from
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Tito Huerta
Park, 1165 Palm Ave. in Heber.

The event will feature more
than a dozen entertainment acts
and multiple tamale booths,
while also boasting numerous
non tamale foods and informa-
tion booths.

"The winner of the tamale

contest, a cook off of sorts, will
be awarded with a trophy and
bragging rights," said Helen
Molina, co-owner of Wasupwu,
explaining the layout and pur-
pose of the event. "This year we
made an effort to be prepared and
ready to roll out the event earlier.
We're holding it on the fifth
rather than the 20th like last
year."

The promoters invite any car
club that wants to participate
with registrations open up until
the event time. 

Continued on page 3

Helping Hands To Be Honored In Name Of Civil Right Activist
BY LUIS BURGOS

The Imperial Valley Martin
Luther King Committee is gear-
ing up to honor the recipients for
this year's Stone of Hope award.
The event will be held at noon on
Jan. 12 at Club Lohoo in Heber.

The names of the recipients as
released by the committee are
Tim Blankenship, Alberto
Galvan, Rusty Garcia, Linda
Gardner, Arin Lawson, Rosie
Lopez, Daniel Machain, Brenda
Torres and Marva Walker.

Marlene Thomas, committee
program coordinator, said, "The

celebration has been around for
20 years approximately and has
evolved to honoring recipients
with the Stone of Hope over the
last 10 years." 

The award recognizes mem-
bers of the community who best 

Continued on page 4

EXPO PICTURE: The Imperial Valley Joint Chambers of Commerce
annual gathering, now known as the “Schmooza Palooza” Business Expo,
has long been popular as shown by the crowd at a previous expo.
Photo courtesy of the IV Joint Chambers of Commerce

THIS IMAGE IS from a panoramic view of a picnic in
Holtville's Holt Park in 1909. For many years in the early part
of the last century, thousands of people from throughout the
Imperial Valley attended a New Year's Day picnic in Holt
Park. William F. Holt founded the community of Holtville in
1903, and the town was incorporated as a city on June 20,
1908. 

PHOTO FROM THE CAROL HANN COLLECTION
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Holtville City Manager Weighs In
On Orchard Road Safety Issues

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

As residents of Orchard Road
south of Holtville battled
throughout 2018 for safety meas-
ures some lamented they wished
city officials were involved in the
process.

Because Orchard is in an
unincorporated area it is under the
jurisdiction of Imperial County.
But it becomes Cedar Avenue in
Holtville where it connects to
Highway 115, a major north-
bound route, especially for trucks.   

High volumes of truck traffic,
along with high speeds, are chief
among safety concerns. Residents
won a victory in November when
the county Board of Supervisors
voted to lower the speed limit
from 55 miles per hour to 45 mph.

But the issue of limiting
heavy trucks on the road remains
unresolved and residents, organ-
ized as the Orchard Road
Neighborhood Alliance, said they
feel there needs to be coordina-
tion with the city.

"A good faith effort by the
council to support re-routing
truck traffic from Orchard Road
to I-8 would get them on board

with Caltrans (California
Department of Transportation)
who already favor that," resident
Marv Wood said in a December
interview. "We're talking about
cut-through commercial truck
traffic from the Port of Entry East
that's going to Los Angeles and
north, not about agricultural
trucks making pick-ups and deliv-
ery."

Many trucks coming from the
Calexico East Port of Entry about
15 miles south of Holtville use
Orchard to connect to state
Highway 115 (Fifth Street),
which links to major highways to
the north. Meanwhile, several
farm companies in Holtville gen-
erate significant truck traffic. 

In an interview after a Dec. 10
city council meeting City
Manager Nick Wells recalled a
prior discussion with Alliance
members and maintained there is
no animosity between the city and
them. Yet he noted the city
declines to create what it sees as a
larger safety issue.

"They want to close a section
of Fourth Street from Highway
115 to Cedar Avenue (where
Cedar becomes Orchard)," said
Wells. "I'm not 100 percent cer-

tain if the above accomplishes
their purposes."

He added, "Their proposed
fix creates an inherent danger at
the intersection of Highway 115
and Cedar Avenue (the continua-
tion of Orchard within city lim-
its)." 

The city already considers the
intersection of Highway 115 and
Cedar Avenue the most hazardous
in town, he explained, with some
trucks negotiating the curve lead-
ing to the intersection at a hefty
clip.

"I don't know that telling
motorists they can't go to a place
200 feet from their destination,
how that accomplishes the
Orchard Road neighbors' goal.
I'm not certain what their aim is,"
Wells added.

If trucks have not been re-
routed before that point, he
added, they are unlikely to go out
of their way to access Highway
115.

"We're willing to discuss with
the Orchard Road neighbors their
concerns in order to make things
work," Wells said. "We've already
talked informally with Imperial
County. But we've had not met
with Caltrans."

Tamale Fest.........from page two
"My son plays in the Hawks

drumline. They struggle with uni-
forms, and with the poor condi-
tion of some instruments. Seeing
as how a lot of parents can't
afford to simply donate for the
betterment of these conditions,
we started this event as a way to
show support for the school and
the drumline, and we were able to
raise around a $1,000 last year,"
said Molina.

The event will feature
tamales, carne asada tacos, fish 
tacos, shrimp tacos, and more. 

There will be live music from
groups such as IV Music
Collection, Mariachi Aurora,
Hidalgo Folklorico, the Heber
Hawks drumline, Maribel
Puentes, Ruben Hernandez,
Imperio Los Reyes, and Grupo
Firme. 

For the adventurous there will
be the second annual jalapeno
eating contest shortly before the
winners of the tamale contest are
announced.

Juan Molina, another Wasupwu
co-owner, said, "We're really
looking to raise more funds than
last year, since we upped the
scope and size of the event. With
that also comes extra fees and
regulations we have to follow by
law. For example, we are
required to have five extra bath-
rooms than we had last year."

He added, "Regardless, the peo-
ple of the (Imperial) Valley can
expect some of the best tamales
in the country, as they have been
recognized as such. It will be an
all-day event and everyone is
welcome to come and have a
good time."

Any last minute sponsors, ven-
dors, or booths may register by
calling (760) 460-6088."



pioneering forebearers.
Heading up Tubbs Road, now

on dirt, an office stands sentinel
ahead of a fleet of red tractor
trailers behind which a phalanx
of massive shipping containers
patiently await loading and
unloading. 

To the right of the entrance
stands the tall, wide and deep
metal sheds where the job of
pressing the hay is done. There is
a dock for loading and, encircling
all this to the rear and sides, open
barns filled with rectangular bales
of hay and hay bales stacked out-
side and covered with tarps.
Everything is neatly aligned for
convenience and organization.
Space is not a problem. 

Triple I was established in
1999, the name standing for the
first letter of the name of the
founders and owners, the
Irungarays - Norberto Sr., and his
two sons, Norberto Jr. and
Gerard. They are joined by
Norberto Sr.'s wife, Patty, and
their daughter, Emily.

The land originally belonged
to Ernie Leimgruber, Patty's
father, as she tells the story of the
business' lineage. It stands two
miles from the ruins of the his-
toric Verde School both Patty and
her father attended. Patty remem-
bers it once being an integral part
of country life, the hub for chil-
dren living in the country.

Although the school closed
sometime during the late 1960s
and is now abandoned, it remains
part of the terrain, part of Patty's

lifetime and certainly adding to
the flavor of her life.  The fact that
its shell endures shows some
foundations simply refuse to die,
whether in fact or in memory.  

Other foundations start small
with the past relegated to live in
memory alone, but they continue
to flourish through the years,
growing in size and dynamics,
and thereby overwhelm the past.
Triple I Press is one of these. 

The company website,
https://www.tripleipress.com/,
shows pride of ownership and
promises a quality product. In

part it reads, "Triple I Press is
composed of two hay compresses,
a farming operation, and a fleet of
trucks to suit your transportation
needs. We take pride in our work
and are eager to serve our cus-
tomers; therefore we guarantee a
high quality product when and
how you want it." 

This actually is a family saga.
It can't be told without mention-
ing two families: the Irungarays
and the Leimgrubers. 

Patty Leimgruber was born
on August 21, 1956, at the hospi-
tal in Calexico. As the story goes,
Patty's mother, Jackie, was quick
and efficient when it came to
having babies. She knew this
because she'd already had two
boys by then, Ernie Jr. and Wally,
and there was no disputing the
facts. 

When it came time for Patty's
birth there was enough time only
to grab the two boys who were
playing outside. It was a very hot
day - in other words a typical
August day around these parts -
and the boys were in their
skivvies. Playing. Not only play-
ing, but playing-in-the-dirt filthy. 

Patty's grandfather Walter
Leimgruber did the driving. The
father, the mother and the two
kids just hung on for dear life
while they were rushed to the
hospital. When they got there the
two boys immediately started
playing in the water fountain that
stood in front of the hospital (or
maybe they were just cooling
themselves), while Jackie got on

with Patty's birth. It is not record-
ed what hospital personnel
thought of all this.

It turned out to be quite an
occasion. When Grandfather
Leimgruber found out that a girl
had been born, he was overcome
with joy and wanted to rush in
immediately to see her. He had no
sisters and no daughters so, to a
point, his actions are understand-
able . . . although not to the nurs-
es' way of thinking. When he
began pushing in, a smoldering
pipe in his mouth, and demanding
in a loud voice to see his grand-
daughter, he was summarily
turned back by personnel.

Part 2 of this story will be pub-
lished in next week's edition.

MARY ALICE 
SPERBER

Visitation will be held on
Friday, January 4, 2019 from 6-9
p.m. at St Josephs Catholic Church
in Holtville, CA with Rosary being
said at 7 p.m. Service will be held
on Saturday, January 5, 2019 at
8:30 a.m. at St Josephs Catholic
Church in Holtville, CA. Burial
will immediately follow at
Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro. 

Mary Alice Sperber, 62, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday,
December 19, 2018 surrounded by
her family. Mary was born on
September 21, 1956 in Calexico,
CA to Joseph and Marguerite
Muller. 

A faithful Catholic, she attend-
ed St. Josephs Catholic School until
7th grade and then Holtville High
School in Holtville, CA where she
graduated in June of 1974. Upon
receiving her librarian certificate at

Imperial Valley College, Mary
returned to Alma Mater where she
provided 30 years of service as the
Holtville High School librarian. 

She greatly enjoyed interacting
with and supporting the many stu-
dents she got to know over the
years. During her three decade long
career, she was very active in vari-
ous groups on campus including
ASB, AFS, and serving as the advi-
sor of Pep Club and Cheer. 

Mary organized a countless
number of career days where she
brought in many different profes-
sions to meet the interests of the
students of Holtville High. When
she wasnt at school, Mary could be
found spending time with those she
loved. 

She cherished spending time
with her grandchildren and shop-
ping. She had an adventurous spirit
and loved to travel. 

One of her greatest joys was
going on adventures with her late

husband Earle. She loved riding on
the back of his motorcycle while
they traveled to Spacefest to meet
astronauts. 

Mary was an active member of
St. Josephs Catholic Church, the
Womans Club of Holtville, and the
Imperial Valley Swiss Club. Also,
as a proud Green Bay Packers fan
and shareholder, Mary often quoted
Vince Lombardi saying The Green
Bay Packers never lost a football
game. They just ran out of time. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Earle Sperber and par-
ents, Joseph and Marguerite Muller.
Mary is survived by her children,
Gretchen (Jess) Johnson, Danell
(Brad) Gunter, Trevor Cartee;
grandchildren, Haylee, Oslynn,
Conner, Brylee, Kynslee; sisters,
Margie Stacey, Patti Muller
Sanders, Susan Omlin; brother,
Tom Muller and many nieces and
nephews. 
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Triple I Press.....................................................................from page one

Obituary

THE TRIPLE I Press hay compressing facility in operation.
MARCIA R. JENNINGS PHOTOS

TRUCKS AWAITING LOADING and unloading at the Triple I
Press hay compressing facility.
MARCIA R. JENNINGS PHOTO

PATTY IRUNGARAY

Stone of Hope.......from page two
exemplify the philosophies of

iconic civil rights activist who
was assassinated in Memphis in
1968. Recipients have varied
from being involved in the envi-
ronment, being exemplary senior
citizens, youth, people involved
in healthcare, and even individu-
als aiding victims of homeless-
ness.

"Dr. King was the face of the
civil rights movement,"
explained Thomas. "There is no
one in this country who hasn't
benefitted or been affected by
said movement. When you look
at healthcare, poverty, immigra-
tion, and equal opportunity, the
results from those issues are
something that we all benefit
from."

The event doesn't only honor
African Americans, Thomas
explained, adding, "The event is
available to everyone who wants

to attend and that same mentality
is carried over when choosing
recipients. Doing anything differ-
ently or restricting the criteria in
unfair ways would simply under-
mine Dr. King's efforts. There is
an exception as the event
excludes honoring public and
elected officials." 

The event's theme is
"R.E.S.P.E.C.T." in commemora-
tion of singer Aretha Franklin
who passed away in 2018. The
committee has decided to go with
this theme in order to cast atten-
tion on the respect and love of
humanity Franklin had. In fact, a
part of the program will be dedi-
cated to paying tribute to her
efforts as a singer and civil rights
activist.

Tickets to the event are $40.
For more information the contact
is ivmlkcelebration@gmail.com.
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Ambulance Stolen and
Recovered Thanks to
Social Media Post 

BY MARIO CONDE

In an incident seemingly
ripped from the script of a
Hollywood action flick, two
suspects are in custody on sus-
picion of brazenly stealing a
Calexico Fire Department
ambulance parked at El
Centro Regional Medical
Center, officials said.

While the theft was an old
fashioned grab and dash, mod-
ern technology saved the day.

The ambulance arrived at
the hospital emergency room
and was stolen about  12:30
a.m. on Dec. 28, said Calexico
Fire Chief Diego Favila.

County law enforcement
agencies were put on notice to
help locate the vehicle and the
fire department posted a pic-
ture of it and its unit number
on the department Facebook
page. A visitor to the page then
reported on the page shortly
before 10 a.m. that he had seen

the ambulance in Holtville. 
Law enforcement officers

then located the vehicle and
arrested two suspects.
Information on their identities
and status was not immediate-
ly available.

"The ambulance was intact
and was brought back to the
station where an inventory
was made and determined that
no equipment was stolen,"
Chief Favila said.

After clearing inspection
the ambulance was returned to
service, Favila added. 

When asked if the ambu-
lance has a tracking system
Favila said it did not but in
light of the incident the
department will be reviewing
its safety protocols.

"We will be re-evaluating
our security policy and update
them so that we can prevent
this from happening again," he
said.

FREE FREE FREE !!!

ICSO Reveals Little About
Holtville Shooting Victim

BY WILLIAM ROLLER
AND GARY REDFERN

The man suspected of fatally
shooting another man in
Holtville days before Christmas
has pleaded not guilty to murder
and remained in the county jail
with bail set at $1 million, a
prosecutor said.

Adrian Alvarado Lopez, 40,
is accused of shooting Steven
Garibaldi, 39, on Dec. 21 at a
building in the 1900 block of
Underwood Road, county
Sheriff's Office Sgt. Mike
Mistriel said. An autopsy deter-
mined Garibaldi died from a
gunshot wound to the head, he
added.

Lopez entered his plea on
Dec. 27 to murder, assault with
a firearm and being a felon in
possession of a firearm and
ammunition, said Heather
Trapnell, a county senior deputy
district attorney. Lopez had a
pretrial hearing scheduled for
Jan. 3, she added.

His alleged accomplice,
Jessica Michelle Noriega, 36, is
suspected of  being an accessory
and has a court date set for Jan.

25, Trapnell added. Her custody
status was not immediately
available.

According to an Imperial
County Sheriff's Office press
release, on Dec. 21 at 6:54 p.m.
deputies responded to the 1900
block of Underwood Road in
Holtville in reference to a "dis-
turbance type call."

Upon arrival, deputies locat-
ed the victim of a battery with
head injuries and began to ren-
der first aid until medical per-
sonnel arrived on scene.  Further
investigation led deputies to a
second location at a residence
where a male subject, later iden-
tified as Garibaldi, was found on
the floor with what appeared to
be a gunshot wound to the head. 

Mistriel provided a few
details about the investigation.

"We have some information
on the motive but we cannot say
due to the ongoing investiga-
tion," said Mistriel. "It appears
the firearm (.22 revolver
allegedly found in possession of
Lopez) is consistent with the
shooting but it has not been
determined."

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 27

CAN’T REACH HER: At 4:01
p.m. someone called from out of
town and requested that a deputy
check on his elderly mother, who
lives here, since he hadn’t been
able to contact her. A deputy was
dispatched to the address given to
check on the woman’s welfare.
WANTED A FREE PHONE:
At 4:14 p.m. a resident went into
the local substation to report a
cause of fraud. He said that he
had sold a cell phone over the
internet for $790 and shipped it
to the Los Angeles area, with the
agreement that the buyer was
going to pay him through
Western Union. The buyer had
allegedly reneged on the deal and
the seller was advised of his pos-
sible options.
CAR REPO’ED: At 5:24 p.m.
an employee of a repossession
company advised dispatchers that
they had just taken back a 2012
Ford automobile from in front of
a local residence and wanted law
enforcement to be aware.
NOT ON THE ROAD: At 8:44
p.m. a driver was stopped on
Evan Hewes Highway west of

town for having the off-road
lights on his pickup uncovered.
He was let go with a warning.
WHERE THERE’S FIRE,
THERE’S SMOKE: At 7:15
p.m. a Palo Verde Avenue resi-
dent reported that a neighbor had
a bonfire going in their back yard
and the smoke wasn’t rising and
was blanketing the neighbor-
hood. A deputy was sent to talk to
the offending party.
SECOND REPO: At 10:15 p.m.
another repossession took place,
this time of a 2012 Dodge pick-
up. The owner was reportedly
aware of the action.
THIRD TIME: At 10:59 p.m.
the third local repo of the night
by the same towing company was
reported to sheriffs, this time of a
2009 Chevrolet pickup.
ROAD RAGE: At 11:40 p.m. a
caller reported being involved in
a road rage incident on East Sixth
Street and was on his way to the
substation. The other driver was
said to be in a white Honda
Accord or Civic.

FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 28

DRUG ARREST: At 12:46 p.m.
a deputy reported stopping to

check on a pedestrian at Eighth
and Holt. The person was report-
edly found to be in possession of
a small quantity of a controlled
substance and was arrested and
giving a citation to appear in
court.
PROBLEMS BETWEEN
NEIGHBORS: At 1:58 p.m. an
Eighth Street resident called and
requested to speak with a deputy
regarding ongoing incidents with
a neighbor. One was sent to talk
to the woman.
INFO REQUEST: At 1:41 p.m.
a resident went into the substa-

tion to talk to a deputy about his
vehicle, which had been repos-
sessed.
ANIMAL CRUELTY: At 3:20
p.m. a caller reported that some-
one locally was keeping a dog in
a cage without food or water. A
deputy was dispatched to investi-
gate the report.
CAR RECOVERED: At 5:08
p.m. a stolen vehicle was report-
ed to have been found abandoned
east of town. Several relatively
minor parts were found to have
been taken off the car. A tow
truck was requested.

ABANDONED VEHICLE?: At
7:59 p.m. a Pine Avenue resident
reported that a white Ford Ranger
had been parked in front of their
residence for about three weeks
and appeared to have been aban-
doned.
UNREADABLE: At 10:06 p.m.
a deputy reported stopping the
driver of a mini van at Fifth and
Walnut because the license plate
was unreadable. No citation was
reported to have been issued.

On December 27, at approxi-
mately 5:00 am, 49 year old
Lucila Arizmendi, of Salinas,
CA, was driving a Bluebird Farm
Labor Vehicle Bus, with no pas-
sengers, westbound on State
Route 98 (SR-98) east of
Holdridge Road.

At the same time a 59 year
old, Hispanic male adult, of
Calexico, CA, was driving his
Nissan Sentra eastbound on SR-
98.  SR-98 in this area has a long
sweeping curve which the Nissan

was just exiting at the time.  For
reasons still under investigation
the Nissan's driver allowed the
vehicle to move into the west-
bound lane of traffic into the
direct path of the Bluebird.  The
Bluebird was unable to avoid the
collision and the front collided
with the front of the Nissan.

The collision resulted in the
deaths of the driver and two pas-
sengers (41 year old male, of El
Centro, CA and 33 year old male,
of Calexico, CA).  Arizmendi

was transported by Gold Cross to
El Centro Regional Medical
Center with complaints of pain to
lower back.  

Everyone, except the rear
passenger, 33 year old was
thought to have been wearing
their seatbelts and driving under
the influence does not appear to
be a factor in this collision.

This collision remains under
investigation.

Car vs Farm Labor Vehicle Collision Ends In Three Fatalities

Border Patrol Arrests Sureños Gang Member For Suspected Illegal Entry 
CALEXICO, Calif. - Border
Patrol agents assigned to El
Centro Sector arrested a gang
member Thursday morning, .5
miles east of the Calexico Port
of Entry, suspected of illegally
entering the United States.
At around 9:17 a.m., Border
Patrol agents patrolling east of
the Calexico Port of Entry

encountered an individual and
arrested him on suspicion of
making an illegal entry into
the United States. 
Agents arrested the man and
transported him to the El
Centro Station for further
investigation. 
Agents conducted immigra-
tion and criminal record

checks of the man and identi-
fied him as a citizen of
Mexico.  Record checks also
revealed that man has an
extensive criminal record.
Additionaly, the man is a self
admitted Sureños gang mem-
ber out of Sacramento,
California. 
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BY LUIS BURGOS

The spirit of holiday giving is often the catalyst
for creative partnerships as demonstrated on the
morning of Dec. 19 when a local charity partnered
with car clubs to deliver toys and meals to 30 needy
families.

The event was held at the Sister Evelyn Mourey
Center at 1400 N. Imperial Ave. in El Centro. The
center teamed with the Desert Southwest Council, a
group consisting of car clubs from Imperial Valley,
Yuma, and Mexicali.

"We want to promote community and the activi-
ties available here in town. This is why we partnered
with the Desert Southwest Council in order to com-
bine our resources and provide for the people,"
Susan Chasang, Mourey executive director, said in a
Dec. 22 interview as she and Desert Southwest
members gathered to discuss their collaboration.

The council and its car clubs usually run their
own drives and events. The partnership with the
Mourey Center came about after the council's toy
drive had a problem regarding the absence of one its
groups and had toys leftover with no one to give
them to.

A board member of the Mourey Center knew
Alma Rosales, the wife of a Desert Southwest mem-
ber, and suggested a partnership. 

Besides the scheduled 25 families, the Mourey
center was able to cover the needs of an additional

five families.
"I really would like to dispel negative stereotypes

and connotation away from these clubs," Chasang
said of the club's help. "They are all passionate indi-
viduals who happen to love lowriders."

Desert Southwest member Antonio Rosales
added, "Just like other people express themselves
with painting or music, we express ourselves with
our rides and the camaraderie that goes on at the
meets."

Another Desert Southwest member, George
Rosales, was present at the center in order to take a
tour and learn what it had to offer. 

"We started this group of clubs as a communica-
tion tool. We wanted to be in contact with each other
in order to not step on each other's dates when it
came to car shows or other similar events," Rosales
said. 

He added, "It then evolved and we adopted com-
munity service as part of our program. It's great to
see the Mourey Center and their efforts. Thanks to
them, we were able to reach out to families that we
normally wouldn't even know about. It's all about
pooling our resources in order to reach out further
into the community."

Charity & Car Clubs Join To Aid The Community

JORGE PADILLA, OF Holtville, a member of the Desert Southwest Council car
clubs, with his car as the council donates toys for the Evelyn Mourey Center to
provide to needy families. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

THE TOYS PROVIDED by the Desert Southwest
Council car clubs for the Evelyn Mourey Center to
provide to needy families. PHOTO COURTESY OF
THE EVELYN MOUREY CENTER

VARIOUS  IMPERIAL VALLEY car club members, that are part of the Desert
Southwest Council group of car clubs, pose with Susan Chasang, (front row, cen-
ter) executive director of the Evelyn Mourey Center. The car clubs provided the
center with toys for donation to needy children. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO
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American Legion...............from page one
and they chatted trough
Facebook. When Vincent began
to visit the Wheelers' Yuma home
she explained how the Auxiliary
can assist veteran families.

Vincent stayed in touch with
the Wheelers and invited them to
participate in the Christmas
Party.

"Between the two American
Legion Auxiliaries (Holtville and
Yuma) and the Border Patrol
Honor Guard, where Mark is a
member, they helped out with last
year's Christmas," said Karina
Wheeler. "They decorated our
house and provided Christmas
gifts."

The Christmas Party was just
the ticket to bring cheer to the
Wheelers and other families
needing a hand. The Auxiliary
was joined by the Fraternal Order
of Eagles Aerie 1559 in El Centro
and the Daughters of the
American Revolution, Vincent
explained.

Along with cookie decorating
and crafts to assemble, about 25
children visited with Santa Claus,
received a gift and all families
took home a food basket, noted
Vincent.

It was a follow up to the
Auxiliary's Thanksgiving food
basket donations and delivery on
its commitment to remember vet-
erans throughout the year

"We knew we'd help out at
Christmas," said Vincent. "We
adopted five veteran families and
seven families in need. It started
a few years ago helping Iraq War
veterans who were exposed to
toxins from the tar pits (massive
burn pits to dispose waste) and
whom eventually developed can-
cer. So, we want to support these
families." 

Also thankful for the
Auxiliary's help was Randi Lynn,
Holtville parent to four children:
Jordan, 17, Drake, 15, Zoie, 13
and Lacy Jones, 10. The entire
family enjoys volunteering at
civic events.

"Jordan knows Kim so she
invited us and we appreciate the
invitation," said Lynn. "The kids
really enjoy the activities here."

Jordan showed off a drawing he
completed but then talked about
how much he likes to cook. His
mother is hosting family and
friends at their Holtville home
where he will help out with the
turkey dinner, stuffing and lots of
desserts. 

His brother Drake brandished a
Christmas wall ornament he was
gingerly pasting together and
talked about his art teacher at
Holtville High School. 

"I enjoy working on crafts
because our teacher, Mr.
Guzman, whatever he has us do,
it inspires me because it's fun,"
said Drake. "I enjoyed myself
here today because nobody needs
to act out. Sometimes people get
mad, but they get over that at
Christmas. Everybody here today
is just fine because they're look-
ing forward to Christmas day."

After a lunch of hot dogs, juice
packs, beans and Christmas
cookies, Santa Claus suddenly
emerged from the back of the
Auxiliary hall and invited chil-
dren one-by-one to visit with him
next to the Christmas tree and a
dining table overflowing with a
rainbow of eye-popping wrapped
presents. Vincent, wearing her elf
cap, helped Santa Claus identify
each gift with a child's name on
it. 

Relieving Vincent two thirds of
the way through was Frank
Tamayo, Eagles vice president,
and he was assisted by Trisha
McCann, an Eagles trustee. They
had adopted a veteran family, the
Estrada children, whose veteran
father passed away from cancer a
few years earlier. Tamayo and
McCann became acquainted with
the Estrada's through their
involvement with the Eagles,
recalled Tamayo.

"I feel great and it's really hum-
bling and emotional because of
all the happiness on the kids'
faces when they received their
gifts," said Tamayo. "This was
such a great day and I look for-
ward to sharing all this with our
fellow Eagles with the photos we
got."

KIM VINCENT, PRESIDENT of the American Legion Auxiliary Bradley Keffer Post 138 in
Holtville, helps out during the organization’s annual Christmas party for needy families at its lodge
on Dec. 22.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

KAREN GIBBS (LEFT), a member of the American Legion Auxiliary Bradley Keffer Post 138 in
Holtville, speaks with children at the organization’s annual Christmas party for needy families on
Dec. 22.

Coming Soon Our Newly Restructured Website!!
Stay Tuned!!

KARINA WHEELER (left) and her children at the children's
Christmas party hosted by the American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville on Dec. 22.
William Roller photo

JORDAN JONES DISPLAYS his drawing at the children's
Christmas party hosted by the American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville on Dec. 22.
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El Centro’s ............................................................from page one

services building, both anticipat-
ed to be completed by the end of
2019. 

The 40,000-square-foot serv-
ices building will include a phar-
macy and a central sterile supply
department. The latter typically
consists of the cleaning, disinfec-
tion, and sterilization of reusable
medical equipment. 

In addition, the building will
include dietary services, a
morgue, administrative spaces
and an employee cafeteria.

The new emergency facility
will be a 20,000-square-foot
structure comprised of 32 beds,
three triage rooms, waiting rooms
(four times the existing space)
and staff break rooms.

In other healthcare develop-
ment regional healthcare
provider Clinicas de Salud

neared completion of its new
44,000-square-foot building at
the Imperial Valley Commons
near the Imperial Valley Mall.

La Brucherie Avenue
improvements

Work began in August on the
long-awaited widening of La
Brucherie Avenue at Main Street,
a true traffic "bottleneck" that has
been the scene of maddening
delays for many years.

The $3.3 million project is
widening La Brucherie from two
to four lanes from just north of
Main to Orange Avenue and add
both north- and southbound right
and left turn lanes. Work is
expected to be completed by
February.

Funding is through Measure
D, the voter-approved county-
wide half-cent sales tax and vehi-

cle and license fees through state
Senate Bill 1.

Meanwhile, other projects
further changed the look of
LaBrucherie, the major north-
south thoroughfare on the city's
west edge. 

A Circle K gas station/mini
mart is being built at the south-
east corner of LaBrucherie and
Adams, Campos added. Also, the
street is getting a resurfacing
from Barbara Worth Drive
(between Main and Adams) north
to Lincoln Avenue as part of a
$2.6 million package of projects.
It will included the resurfacing of
Ross Avenue from Dogwood
Road to Industry Way on the
city's east side. 

Central High School
football

The Spartans team had a stel-
lar year finishing the regular sea-
son 10-0, winning the Imperial
Valley League with a 5-0 mark
and advancing to the CIF San
Diego Section championship
where it fell 22-16 to Morse in a
tight game. To advance to the title
game the Spartans beat Imperial
34-7 in the quarterfinals and
Sante Fe Christian 28-16 in the
semifinals.  

The season followed the 2017
Southwest High season in which
the Eagles also had an undefeated
regular season, won the league,
were CIF section champs and fin-
ished as state runner up. 

Fans of both schools are hop-
ing high school football in El

Centro continues its glory days in
2019.

Sears store at Imperial
Valley Mall closing

The decline of major retailers
struck El Centro in October when
it was announced the Sears store
at Imperial Valley Mall would
close by the end of the year. The
auto center was shuttered by
early December.

The gaping wound in the
local retail scene will bleed per-
haps 100 jobs, and lead to a
decrease economic activity and
sales tax collection, Michael
Bracken, managing partner and
chief economist of Development
Management Group, Inc., in
Palm Desert noted in an e-mail

when the closure was announced.
"Specific to the Imperial

Valley, the typical Sears store has
100 or more employees.  The
region isn't flush with job oppor-
tunities for these folks," Bracken
explained.

Rather than attract another
large retailer, which can be diffi-
cult due to the headwinds such
outlets face, many malls repur-
pose the space to smaller retail
shops, educational or medical
facilities, offices or housing,
Bracken added. 

As of year's end there had
been no announcement about a
replacement tenant for the Sears
space.

THE NEW CLINICAS de Salud del Pueblo facility is under con-
struction near the Imperial Valley Mall in El Centro.
GARY REDFERN FILE PHOTO

EMPLTY RACKS SHOW that much merchandise has been  sold
during Sears' store-wide closing sale. 

CAROL HANN PHOTO

BY MARIO CONDE

As 2018 came to a close, the
Santo Tomas Swap meet in
Calexico remained partially open
in the wake of the devastating
Dec. 8 fire, the cause of which
officials had yet to determine.
The fire forced total closure for
nearly two weeks, shutting off
revenue to vendors at the busiest
time of the year.
Roughly 30 vendors were
allowed to showcase their prod-
ucts starting Dec. 21. They were
located on the south side of the
swap meet adjacent to Highway
98. The area where dozens of

booths were destroyed by the
blaze remained closed.
More and more people were get-
ting aware of the soft opening
and have begun coming to buy, a
swap meet official said.
"We have opened the parking
section as a place for merchants
to sell their stuff and we are
working with city officials to
gradually open the sections that
were not affected by the fire
when the city inspectors tell us is
safe," said Juan Carlos Gonzalez,
general manager of Santo Tomas.
Santo Tomas is open daily. 

Santo Tomas Partially Open,
Fire Cause Remains Unknown 

First Baby Of 2019 At Pioneers Arrives With Perfect Timing
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Few things occur with such
clockwork precision yet the first
baby at Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District for 2019 was
born just as the clock struck mid-
night, an event easily rivaling the
world's most notable New Year's
Eve celebrations.

"I'm tired but feeling lucky,"
said mother Navil Valenzuela, a
Calexico resident. "This time it
hurt, although my first time was
super easy. But I'm very happy."

The child is a healthy boy
weighing in at 7 pounds and 12
ounces. 

Continued on page 9

The first baby born at Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District in
2019, baby boy Kevin Roman Retes.  
PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER
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New Laws...................................................................from page one

requires overtime (time and a
half) for 9.5 hours/day and 55
hours/week, in 2020, for nine
hours/day and 50 hours/week, in
2021, for 8.5 hours/day and 45
hours /week and in 2022, for
more than eight hours/day and 40
hours/week.

Senate Bill 946 now protects
street vendors to sell on the street
yet local authorities retain power
to pass rules regarding health and
public welfare. Similarly, AB 626
allows counties and cities to
regulate home-made foods pro-
duced in residences.
Benefits will be guaranteed by

AB 2587 to provide paid family
leave for employees requiring
time off to care for a seriously ill
child, parent, parent-in-law,
grandparent, grandchild, sibling,
spouse or domestic partner. It
includes parents with newborns.

New mothers have protection
under AB 1976, requiring
employers to provide lactation
accommodation for those who
desire to breast feed. Employers
must provide a room other than a
toilet stall (for breast feeding
only) in close proximity to the
employee's work area.

Meanwhile, in light of the "Me
Too" movement, AB 2770
defends victims of sexual harass-
ment and employers from being
sued for defamation by the
alleged harasser while the
employer conducts an internal
investigation. 
Similarly, AB 1300 declares that

a sexual harassment plaintiff
need not prove that his or her pro-
ductivity declined as a result of
harassment. And, a single inci-
dent of harassment is sufficient to
create a triable issue if the con-

duct unreasonably interfered with
the plaintiff's work performance
or created a hostile work environ-
ment. 

New laws were also implement-
ed affecting state roadways. AB
1755 extends hit-and-run provi-
sions. Prior to Jan. 1, cars
involved in a collision resulting
in an injury or death were
required to stop at the scene. That
now also includes cyclists who
use Class 1 bikeways, paved
rights-of-way completely sepa-
rated from streets; includes paths
that are often located along
waterfronts, creeks, railroad
rights-of-way or freeways with a
limited number of cross streets
and driveways.

Under AB 1824, excessive
exhaust, and engine volume of
cars or motorcycles are no longer
amended with a fix-it citation but
will be subject to a fine. But AB
3077 does allow persons under
18 not wearing a helmet while
using a bicycle, scooter or skate-
board to avoid a fine by comply-
ing with a fix-it ticket that
requires bicycle safety course
completion and getting a helmet
within 120 days.
Focusing on offenders with mul-

tiple driving under the influence
convictions or a first offender
that caused an injury, AB 1046
requires those so identified to
install a breathalyzer on the
engine ignition for a period of 12
to 48 months.

In addition, AB 2115 requires
drivers approaching a waste col-
lection vehicle with amber lights
flashing, to move into an adjacent
lane and pass at a safe distance, if
possible. If it is not possible,
divers must slow to a reasonable

speed.
In an effort to curb excess mate-

rial going to land-fills, AB 1884
notes plastic straws are non-recy-
clable so diners must request
restaurant staff to provide a straw
if desired and restaurants caught
giving out straws without being
asked can be fined $300.

Lastly, in regards to Adult Use

of Marijuana Act, AB 3067 for-
bids cannabis businesses from
using images of anybody under
21 in advertisements. It also pro-
hibits any website advertising
cannabis to be directed at minors
or to allow a third party to com-
pile personal information of a
minor for the purpose of advertis-
ing certain products.   

Legal 8819 Publish: Jan. 3, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8818 Publish: Jan. 3, 2019

2019 Baby..........from page eight
This the second child for
Valenzuela and her husband
Kevin Retes, who works as a
waiter in Mexicali.

Valenzuela named her son
Kevin Roman in honor of her
husband and father who is named
Ramon Valenzuela. The
Valenzuelas' first child is a
daughter, Rivka, age one and a
half. 

"I was expecting him at 1 a.m.
but then the doctors told me 'No,
this is going to be a New Year's
Eve baby,'" recalled Valenzuela.
"I was thinking, 'Are you kid-
ding?' But when I saw him I
think, 'He's wonderful. I cried
when I saw Kevin for the first
time.'"

Both the mother's sister,
Nirvana, and father accompanied
her to the hospital for the exciting
occasion and agreed babysitting
will be no problem. 

"We were here before midnight,

and personally, I think the baby
was waiting to be born at mid-
night," said Nirvana. 
Added Ramon, "First thing, the
baby is healthy. The next thing,
he is a New Year's baby."

The birth was completely natu-
ral, did not even require an
epidural to ease pain and the
labor routine, explained physi-
cian Vanessa Hernandez. When
questioned why so many more
babies seem to be born around
midnight Hernandez speculated
this birth may have had some-
thing to with Monday's rainy
weather.

"Often when there's a decrease
in atmospheric pressure it seems
to put expecting mothers in
labor," she said. "We had four
births between midnight and now
(10 a.m.). And the day is still
young. I didn't even have coffee
yet."



change in state law. Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia has
been contacted on the matter.

Residents also wish to see semi-
truck re-routed but any alterna-
tive routes and the signage for
them must be coordinated with
the state Department of
Transportation. Meanwhile, there
could be push back from com-
mercial truckers and farm opera-
tions that use trucks since
Orchard is a popular shortcut to
reach highways to the north.   

City reaches compromise
on cargo containers

Large cargo containers are a
popular storage option for home-
owners, the problem for Holtville

was city zoning ordinances only
allowed them in industrial areas.
Conversely, some see them as an
eyesore and do not want them in
residential areas. It was a contro-
versy city officials battled for
much of 2018 before a compro-
mise appeared near in mid-
December. 

In a 3-0 vote on Dec. 17 the

city Planning Commission voted
to recommend the city council
amend regulations to allow
"improved" containers in residen-
tial areas.

Commissioners Georgina
Camacho, John Britschgi and
Charlie Garcia voted to approve.
Chairman Ross Daniels and
Commissioner Mike Pacheco
were absent. The issue was sent
back to the city council for a pub-
lic hearing and final decision. 

Under the proposed changes,
containers in residential areas
would have to be painted to
match the home and likely fitted
with a roof, though that will be
clarified at the next meeting.
However, City Manager Nick

Wells cautioned the changes are
not blanket amnesty but would
allow some existing containers to
become lawful.

Until earlier in 2018 the con-
tainers were relegated to the
city's industrial zone. In June the
council voted to modify the
restrictions and allow them in
industrial areas south of Fifth

Street and provisionally allow
them in the downtown "B zone,"
largely the Fifth Street corridor,
contingent on an administrative
review and with a building per-
mit. 

Holtville Vikings win
league, make playoff run
The varsity football team at

Holtville High School made it as
far as the semifinal round in CIF
before losing to the eventual
Division 5 champion, Crawford
High.

The Vikings were 10-2 during
the regular season, always find-
ing a way to turn things around
after a rare setback. HHS hosted
the Axe Game in November and
made short work of the Calipatria
Hornets, 42-7, to retain posses-
sion of the axe for a second year.

A one-score loss to Mt. Empire
late in the season was avenged
two weeks later when the Vikings
handily defeated the Red Hawks
37-6 in Round 2 of the playoffs
after earning a first round bye.

Sophomore running back Jose
Devoux proved to be the star of
the stats as his offensive line
opened up holes and allowed him
to pick up important yards and
big scores throughout the season.

The team will be losing about
20 seniors to graduation but the
underclassmen promise great
things to come on the gridiron.
Year closes out with pair of

gunshot incidents
Public safety concerns in 2018

originally centered on resident
complaints in September of
syringes being found in a yard
and public areas, including parks.
But the year closed with much
serious incidents-a county
Sheriff's Office deputy getting
shot at and assaulted on Nov. 28
and a fatal shooting on Dec. 21.

In the first incident, described
as chilling by Sheriff Raymond
Loera,  a man that a deputy
approached on a city street man-
aged to get the deputy's gun dur-
ing a scuffle, fire it at him, and
physically assault him before
fleeing in the deputy's patrol car.

Conducting a frantic search,
law enforcement officials located
the suspect, Alex Padilla, 38, of

Holtville, inside the Iglesia
Bethel church he allegedly
entered in an effort to blend in
with dozens of evening worship-
pers in an effort to avoid capture. 

Padilla was arrested without
further incident on suspicion of
attempted murder of a peace
office in connection with the inci-
dent. At year's end remained held
without bail in the county jail
awaiting a Jan. 3 court hearing.  

The deputy, Miguel Calderon,
suffered head and torso injuries.
He was taken to a hospital by hel-
icopter air ambulance as a pre-
cautionary measure and treated
and released several hours later.

In the later incident Steven
Garibaldi, 39, of Holtville, died
of an apparent gunshot wound to
the head. In connection with his
death was Adrian Alvarado

Lopez, 40, was booked into the
county jail on suspicion of mur-
der. Bail was set at $1 million.
His alleged female, Jessica
Michelle Noriega, 36, was held
on $10,000 bail on suspicion of
being an accessory.

Deputies responding to a dis-
turbance call located the victim
of a battery with head injuries
and began to render first aid until
medical personnel arrived on
scene.  Further investigation led
deputies to a second location at a
residence where a male subject
was found on the floor with what
appeared to be a gunshot wound
to the head. The second subject,
now identified as Garibaldi, was
pronounced dead at the scene.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Emma Jean Coomes 
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03759
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Emma Jean Coomes
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as
personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. the will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 18, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of

the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Endorsed:  Dec. 19, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Astridd Weimer,  Deputy
Legal 6139    
Publish: Dec. 27, 2018, Jan. 3,
10, 2019

T.S. No.: 2018-00903-CA
A.P.N.:044-640-040-000
Property Address: 570 East Holton
Road, El Centro, CA 92243
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMA-
RY OF INFORMATION
REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORD-
ED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT
BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY
OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: 

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
02/04/2008. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Richard Gaona A MAR-
RIED MAN AS HIS SOLE AND
SEPARATE PROPERTY.
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 02/07/2008
as Instrument No. 2008-003468 in
book ---, page--- and of Official
Records in the office of the Recorder
of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/25/2019 at 02:00
PM
Place of Sale: AT THE
NORTH ENTRANCE TO THE
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 939
MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance,
reasonably estimated costs and other
charges: $ 127,815.04
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDER-
AL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDER-
AL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSO-
CIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIA-
TION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECI-
FIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHO-
RIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed
to and now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter described property under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described as:
More fully described in said Deed of
Trust.
Street Address or other common des-
ignation of real property: 570 East
Holton Road, El Centro, CA 92243 
A.P.N.: 044-640-040-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness of
the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with
interest thereon, as provided in said
note(s), advances, under the terms of
said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 127,815.04.
Note: Because the Beneficiary
reserves the right to bid less than the
total debt owed, it is possible that at
the time of the sale the opening bid
may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey
title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy
shall be the return of monies paid
to the Trustee, and the successful
bidder shall have no further
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust
has executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written request to
commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real
property is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auc-
tion. You will be bidding on a lien,
not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does
not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be

responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to
the property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as
a courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (866)-960-
8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/Truste
eServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2018-00903-
CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration
or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the sched-
uled sale.
Date: December 14, 2018
Western Progressive, LLC, as
Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-
8299 
http://www.altisource.com/Mortgage
Services/DefaultManagement/Truste
eServices.aspx        
_____________________________
___________________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE,
LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE.
Legal 8817
Publish: Dec. 20, 27, 2018, Jan. 3,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Holtville Top Stories.................................................................from page one

SIGNS RECENTLY PUT up on Orchard Road by the Imperial
County Department of Public Works lower the spped limit to 45
miles per hour from 55 mph as residents requested.
WILLIAM ROLLER FILE PHOTO

IN A 3-0 vote on Dec. 17 the city Planning Commission voted to
recommend the city council amend regulations to allow
"improved" containers in residential areas.
WILLIAM ROLLER FILE PHOTO

HOLTVILLE HIGH VIKING football team makes it to playoffs
run.   VIKING PAGE FILE PHOTO

EMERGENCY OFFICIALS RESPOND to a fatal shooting in
Holtville on Dec. 21.

BRENDA TORRES FILE PHOTO



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-872
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Gee’s AG Fabrication & Welding
915 Maple Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Garen John Buscaglia
915 Maple Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Garen Buscaglia Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Garren John Buscaglia 
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November
30, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: November 29, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Vistoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8814    
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Jan. 3, 2019

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, January 3, 2019  PAGE 11

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-884
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Trinity Tree Service and
Landscaping
422 W. Ninth St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrant:
Carlos Padilla
422 W. Ninth St.
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business conducted by:An
Individual
Registrant Commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: August 1, 2018.
I, Carlos Padilla Declare that all
of the information in this state-

ment is true and correct.
Signature: Carlos Padilla, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December 6,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 5, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8812  
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Jan. 3, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-889
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Viridi Football Club
770 Holt Avenue
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Priscilla Rendon
770 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on; October 1, 2018.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and

correct.
Signature: Priscilla Rendon 
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
10, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 09, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Vistoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8813   
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Jan. 3, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8816        Publish: Dec. 20, 2018, Jan. 3, 10, 17, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF ABANDON-
MENT OF USE OF FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 18-868
The following person(s) has
(have) abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s) of:
S & P Products
2310 M L King St.
Calexico, CA 92231

The fictitious business referred to
above was filed in the office of
the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: August 5, 2016.
The full name and residence
address of the person abandoning
the use of the listed fictitious
business name is:
Luis Villalobos
Alameda #377
Mexicali, MX 21215

Daniel A Diaz
Villa del Colorado #207
Mexicali, MX 21395
Sergio Ruiz 
Ave. Haiti #652
Mexicali, MX 21000
Ana Luisa Escobar Arias
Ave. Chihuahua #865
Fracc. Guajardo
Mexicali, MX 21050
This business conducted by: A

General Partnership
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signed: Luis Villalobos, Partner
This abandonment was filed with
the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: November 29,
2018.
I hereby certify that the foregoing
is a correct copy of the original

on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5708    
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Jan. 3, 2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT
FILE NO.:  18-890
The following person is conducting business as:
Farmhouse Story
122 W. 9th St. Apt. 202
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Aurice Agnes Ramas Penaranda
122 W. 9th St. Apt. 202
Imperial, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An Individual
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above on: December 10, 2018.
I, Aurice Agnes Ramas Penaranda Declare that

all of the information in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Aurice Agnes Ramas Penaranda
The filing of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: December 10, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires on: December
9, 2023. A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6133  
Publish: Dec. 20, 27, 2018 Jan 3,  10, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-887
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Imperial Dental Specialties
1698 Cruickshank Dr. Suite B
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

2022 Rosita Ave.
Burbank, CA 91504
Full Name of Registrants:
Hamlet Khachatryan Dos Inc.
2022 Rosita Ave.
Burbank, CA 91504
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business

under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Hamlet Khachatryan, Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Hamlet Khachatryan,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December 6,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 5, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6127        
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27,  2018,
Jan. 3, 2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-886
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Citywide United Insurance
Services
1000 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3681
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
Citywide United Group.Inc.
1000 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 2, 2010.
I, German Espinoza Declare that

all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: German Espinoza,
CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December 6,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 5, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal  6131        
Publish: Dec. 13, 20, 27,  2018,
Jan. 3, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-904
The following person is conducting business as:
P&T Enterprises
338 W. Main St.
Calipatria, CA 92233
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 467
Calipatria, CA 92233
Full Name of Registrant:
Patrick Timothy Dockstader
505 W. Magnolia St.
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by: An Individual
Registrant commenced to transact business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s) listed above on:

September 1, 1996.
I,  Declare that all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Patrick Timothy Dockstader, Owner
The filing of this statement does not of itself author-
ize the use in this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Recorder on:
December 14, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires on: December 13,
2023. A new statement must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6137  
Publish: Dec. 27, 2018, Jan. 3, 10, 17,  2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE
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