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Blossom Inn Now In
Compliance After Probe

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

An official for the Blossom
Valley Inn, an assisted living cen-
ter in Holtville, said on Jan. 7 the
facility is now in compliance
with state regulations following a
probe about resident hygiene.
"Everything they were investigat-
ing has been taken care of and
approved," said Francisco
Aldana, the facility's San Diego-
based attorney. "They (Blossom
Valley Inn) hired me to take care
of all those issues. I interviewed
some of the residents and they
say it's very clean, the food is
great and they love it here."

Aldana was contacted by this
newspaper at the direction of
Mary Kiser, the inn's director of
admissions, who declined com-
ment on the matter.

Aldana also displayed a cell
phone video he made of a female
resident who uses a wheelchair.
In conversation with Aldana, she
maintained the Blossom Valley
Inn was the best living quarters
she has had in a long time.

In a brief comment, Susan
Bernados, Blossom Valley resi-
dents' care coordinator, affirmed
residents all receive proper atten-
tion.

"They are all fine. The rooms
are clean and comfortable," she
said. "We have an outdoor patio,
a dining hall and an assembly
room. It's really good here for
them. They get six meals a day."

A probe into the facility
began at the state level.

Nicholas Walker, licensing
program analyst for the state's
Department of Social Services
Community Care Licensing
issued a report Nov. 28. after an
unannounced visit to the inn, said
Michael Weston, DSS public
information officer. 

According to Walker's report,
in February 2018 DSS was alert-
ed that Blossom Valley Inn staff
were neglecting resident hygiene
needs such as adequate bathing,
oral care and other grooming
tasks. Throughout much of June,
DSS surveyed a sample of 22 res-
idents of the 76-resident popula-
tion.

"There was a consensus
among residents with hiring of
additional staff, showering has
improved but BVI still neglects
to provide necessary hygiene
items, including toothbrushes and
toothpaste, and a staffer has dis-
cussed the need of the items with 

Continued on page 9

Carrot Festival On Deck To
Hit It Out Of The Park

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

In just three weeks the 72nd
annual Carrot Festival and Street
Fair steps up to the plate and the
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
again leads off with the heavy
hitters.

The first day the Carrot Capital
of the World begins the series of
events is Feb. 1. The Royalty
Coronation Banquet will see the
crowning of Carrot Festival
Royalty at the Barbara Worth
Country Club & Resort at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $40 each, noted Anita
Martinez, chamber chief execu-
tive officer. 

The banquet includes recogni-
tion of the Citizen of the Year as
well as the 24 Carrot Award.
Next, from Feb. 4-7, is the
Soroptimist Club Cooking
Contest at the Civic Center with
chefs arriving between 5:15 and
5:30 p.m. each day. Also begin-
ning Feb. 7 is the Carrot Festival
carnival. Pre-sale ride coupons
come in booklets of 30 and are on
sale at the Chamber of
Commerce, Cuts & Fades
Barbershop, Sun Community

Federal Credit Union, Holtville
Taco Shop and George's Pizza. 

"We're still waiting city
approval of the zip line ride
(inclined cable with suspended
harness) and there's an inflatable
obstacle course for all ages with a
$5 fee," said Martinez.

On Feb. 8 the Carrot Festival
Concert (Downtown Hoe-Down)
features live music, beer garden
and food vendors on Holt
Avenue.  

"Friday night, the eighth, a
Hoe-Down kicks things off. 

Continued on page 4

Buoyant Blue Angels Greet El
Centro Under Sunny Skies With
Dry Runways For Perfect Landing

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Thrilled to bail on the
stormy weather of their Florida
home base, the Blue Angels
arrived at the Naval Air Facility
El Centro near Seeley on Jan. 3
keen to start their 10-week train-
ing.

The effort prepares them for
their 2019 air show schedule that

launches March 16 with the 52nd
show at NAFEC, which is free
and open to the public.

Battling a steady downpour
along the Gulf Coast after leav-
ing the Naval Air Station
Pensacola, the U.S. Navy's Flight
Demonstration Squad was eager
to arrive at its winter home in no
small part because of Imperial
Valley's superior flight condi-
tions.

"The weather here is
unique," stressed Lt. Cmdr.
Andre Webb, who pilots the No.
6 F/A-18 Hornet (opposing solo)
in the squad's Delta formation.
"The weather was not so good on
the flight over but now were
looking forward to blue skies."

What also makes NAFEC so
advantageous is the range of the 

Continued on page 3

Disappearing Act!

TRAFFIC ON HWY 115 heading into Holtville is eerily absorbed by dense fog on the morn-
ing of Jan. 7. Weekend rains increased moisture, setting the stage for a weather phenomenon
that occurs in Imperial Valley just a few times a year.     WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Sandy Loam Farms Delivers
Produce To Local Consumers

U.S. NAVY CAPT. Eric Doyle, a Blue Angels flight leader, greets the rest of the team as
it arrives at the Naval Air Facility El Centro on Jan. 3.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

SANDY LOAM FARMS owner Emily Miranda delivers produce
to the home of a member of her farming cooperative.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

After a 28-year career as a
science teacher at McCabe
Elementary School near El
Centro, Emily Miranda wasn't
looking for a life a leisure. Her
choice for a second career? Start
a farm. There's quite a few soil
tillers about Imperial Valley who

will tell you if she was looking to
keep busy she made the right
choice.

The result is Sandy Loam
Farms near Holtville, the name
referring to the type of soil at the
location. This is no industrial-
scale growing and packing oper-
at ion.  I t ' s  "Community 

Continuued on page 8



BY MARCIA R. JENNINGS

On Patty's side of the family,
grandfather Walter Leimgruber
was the first of his generation to
come to the United States from
beautiful Switzerland - a country
famous for its Alps, numerous
lakes, the crispness of its weather,
the precision of its watches, and . .
. chocolate. Despite all its beauty,
Walter and his wife, Berta, could-
n't make a living. Not only was the
land rocky and unsuited for farm-
ing, it was also limited to a three-
month planting and growing sea-
son. He had, as had so many other
Swiss who came to live in the
Imperial Valley, heard about the
land of opportunity where the
growing season was nine months
long, and decided to risk every-
thing for the journey. 

Walter and Berta made the trek
to Holtville in the 1920s and faced
the many hardships and realities
that a dusty, barren, hot desert
brought with it. Walter started
working on a dairy farm for $1 a
day. That is, until he figured out he
could do better. He and Berta were
hard workers, and they taught their
son, Ernie, and Max (by then
they'd had another son) to work as
well. They saved their money and
in time they bought their own
land, grew hay and alfalfa, and
owned 25 cows.

Time passed and things fell into
place. The dairy farm was sold in
the 1950s, Walter retired in 1965

and Ernie Sr., Patty's father,
bought some property from his
father and continued working the
land . By the time the third gener-
ation came along - Ernie Jr., Wally,
Patty, and Ronnie - the whole fam-
ily was acclimated to their envi-
ronment and were prospering.
Patty's whole life was destined to
center around that same area of the
country where they lived: first
Vencill Road, then Wilson Road,
and eventually Verde School
Road. 

Patty remembers her young
days fondly: "My three brothers
worked on the farm. I didn't have
to because I was a girl. I was 12
years old when I started helping
with the bookkeeping. I paid bills
and reconciled the bank account. I
also helped with the cooking. I
liked doing all this." 

She graduated from Holtville
High School, attended Imperial
Valley College, continued working
with her family and in addition got
a bookkeeping job with the Carrot
Harvesting Co. 

But even before this, and back-
tracking to the late 1960s, she took
notice of a boy named Norberto
Irungaray. She was still a young
girl but, even at that age, she had
eyes. And she could see. Norberto
Irungaray was 17, he was a hard
worker and, more to the point
from Patty's point of view, she
thought he was very handsome.
But, being six years younger than
he was, she was still too young for
him to notice. 

Norberto Irungaray came from
the Province of Navarra in the
Pyrenees in northern Spain and is
of Basque descent. He was born
on Feb. 8, 1950, into a family of
six girls and two boys. He was the
seventh child and the second boy
in the family. The family had a
small dairy farm. When it came to
work, there was no choice but to
have the girls help out on the farm
- the direct opposite of Patty's sit-
uation. What was similar, was the
short growing period that made
life difficult in Spain.

In a decision that was to be life-
changing, at 17 Norberto signed a
three-year contract to herd sheep
in the United States. 

"His boss had the option of help-
ing Norberto to immigrate or to
send him back to Spain at the end
of the contract." Patty recalled. 

His boss, Frank Irigoyen, was

the owner of H & F Sheep Corp.
and also happened to be the hus-
band of Norberto's elder sister,
Fidela. Patty further explains,
"The sheep were in California and
were moved in a circuit: from the
mountains near Camp Pendleton,
then to the Chino area, and finally
to the Imperial Valley." 
Norberto had indeed found work,

but the life of a sheep herder was a
solitary experience, especially for
someone from a large family, and
this despite having three siblings
living in Southern California.   

Much later he was to tell Patty
of this loneliness. According to
her, "One cold night in February,
he was herding near Camp
Pendleton. He was living in a trav-
el trailer, had a radio, and was sur-
rounded by 2,000 sheep and had
one dog. At night he could hear the
coyotes howl. During the day, he

watched the soldiers march. On
that particular night in February he
could see the Pacific Ocean from
where he stood. He was so
despondent that while he looked at
the ocean he wondered if he could
get in the water and swim, and
keep on swimming all the way
home."

When Norberto finished his con-
tract, his boss indeed did follow
through and immigrated him. By
then he was 21 and continued
working with the sheep, as well as
taking summer work driving trac-
tors in the Holtville area. This was
the way things were when on New
Year's Eve 1973 . . . Norberto
finally had the chance to notice
Patty. She was 17 by then. Old
enough. 
The last segment of this story will
be published in next week's
Holtville Tribune.
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Members Of The
CNPA

Woman’s Club Of
Holtville

Community Birthdays
JAN. 01: Jenny Lyerly, Torrey Chazen.
JAN. 02: Misty Kilgore, Gary Thornburg, Cloe Star Berry, Wyatt
Larry Iten, Allison Vogel, Robert Rivas
JAN. 03: Tyler Hickey, Agnes Poloni, Carol Granillo
JAN. 04: Rod Valdez, Hazel Louise Vessey, Jackson Kramer, Mike
Sudduth, P K Sharp Garcia, Skyler King
JAN. 05: Gayle A. Cheatwood, D.D.S., Loren Brady, Melissa
Strahm Fusi
JAN. 06: Pauline Wilson, Alexei Wilson, Jacob Michael Lopez,
Jack Camacho†, Judy Abatti, Roy Walter Strahm
JAN. 07: Richard Karl Hilfiker, Tracy Terrill Osuna, Steven Terrill,
Jamie Vessey.
JAN. 08: Clara Grace Hawk, Shayne Ferber, Keri Kilgoe Valdez,
Penny Immel, Marianne R. Weaver, Mike Gonzalez.
JAN. 09: Katie Kmiec Turner, Frankie Weil, Arleta Aguirre.
JAN. 10: Johanna Lina Hilfiker, Simon Paul Bornt, Rylee Ray
Ludwig, Lee Layton†, Frank Muller, Stephanie Lynn Sharp.
JAN. 11: Walter Joseph Iten†, Leo Muller, Jr.
JAN. 12: Karsyn Hawk, Mark Anthony Pesqueira, Kelis Nunez,
Ava Dhalliwal, Terry Allegranza.
JAN. 13: Joel Justin Hilfiker, Josef Edward Herholtz, Bonnie Quinn
Riley, Karin Chambers.
JAN. 14: DeAnn Riske Hilfiker, Brooke Worden, Judy Garcia.
JAN. 15: Rachel Immel, Mike Boston, Misty Stacey, Martha Miller
Frank†
JAN. 16: Marc Lucas, Grady Thoms Cameron, Dylan Allen Cartee,
Susana Irigoyen, Brooklyn Ashurst.

Anniversaries
JAN. 01: Mr. & Mrs. Basilio Castro
JAN. 06: Mr. & Mrs. Ed Dollente
JAN. 07: Mr. & Mrs. Roy Strahm, Mr. & Mrs. Adam Evans, 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Walker
JAN. 10: Mr. & Mrs. Sam Underwood
JAN. 14: Mr. & Mrs. Rick Turner
JAN. 15: Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Graeme (442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 14 de enero 2019

Alianza Nacional de Trastorno Mentales: Grupos de Apoyo Familiar
(Originalmente transmitido en junio 2017)

El papel de la familia/apoyo de pares es una profesión emergente en salud
mental para aquellas personas con “experiencia vivida.”  La Alianza

Nacional de Trastorno Mentales (NAMI , por sus siglas en ingles) ofrece
seminarios por medio del internet para familias/apoyo de pares para preparar

a las personas interesadas para un papel en la recuperación. Únase a
nosotros, junto con Evelyn Galvez,  nos explicara la organización y el desar-

rollo de familiares/compañeros de apoyo en el Valle Imperial.

Evelyn Galvez
Coordinadora del Programa de Sendas de Profesión

NAMI San Diego

Week of January 14, 2019

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI): Family/Peer Supporter
(Originally aired on June 2017)

The role of Family/Peer Supporter is an emerging profession in behavioral
health services for those individuals with “lived experience”. NAMI offers
a Family/Peer webinar training to better prepare interested individuals for a
role in recovery. Join us as NAMI Program Manager A’Sheka Jordan, dis-
cusses organization and the development of Family/Peer Supporters in the

Imperial Valley. 

A’Sheka Jordan
NAMI San Diego
Career Pathways
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Triple I Press
Hay Operation Has Roots In European Immigrants

BY GARY REDFERN

The Holtville Chamber of
Commerce has dumped the
theme of its upcoming annual
Carrot Festival following com-
plaints the original moniker was
offensive for too closely resem-
bling the "Make America Great
Again" campaign slogan of
President Donald Trump.

The original theme of the
2019 event scheduled for Feb. 1-
10 was "Our Carrots Make the
USA Grate." It will now be held
without a theme, chamber Chief
Executive Officer Anita Martinez
said on Jan. 9.

"The slogan, "Our Carrots
Make The USA Grate", is a not-
so-thinly veiled nod to the infa-
mous Trump political slogan,"

former Holtville resident Jason
Garewal wrote in a Jan. 7 e-mail
to this newspaper. "In my opin-
ion, the chamber chose this slo-
gan to alienate people who did
not vote for Trump and turn their
festival into a Trump rally."

Garewal added, "As a
Holtville native who attends the
festival every year, I will be boy-
cotting. I love my hometown and
I love the Carrot Festival, but I do
not want my children to be forced
to celebrate the slogan of a polit-
ical figure who only received
29% of City of Holtville votes in
2016 (Source: Imperial County
Registrar of Voters)."

Martinez said after hearing of
Garewal's complaint it was
decided on Jan. 7 the event would
be held without a theme. The
chamber board discussed the

matter by e-mail, she added.
Following the notification the

chamber was removing the
theme, Garewal on Jan. 9 sent
another e-mail to this newspaper
stating he was pleased with the
decision and would be attending
the event.

"I am pleased to let you know
that the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce has officially changed
the slogan of the 2019 Carrot
Festival," Garewal wrote. 

One area where the theme
change has a direct impact is on
the floats for the Feb. 9 Carrot
Festival parade. Martinez said the
chamber will focus more on the
memories of past festivals and
parade entrants can decorate their
floats with ideas on what the fes-
tival means to them.

Carrot Fest Theme Out After
Complaints It Resembled Trump

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES? NAME CHANGE,
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS OR PROBATES?

PLEASE CALL US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.

CALL 760-356-2995.



BY LUIS BURGOS

Puppies are popular
Christmas presents, and talk
about a gift that keeps on giving-
cuddles, licks and playful romps
mark a puppy's life. So do the
more than occasional indoor
accidents to which the untrained
young ones are prone.  

Recognizing this challenge
the El Centro PetSmart came to
the rescue on Jan. 5.

"One of the top gifts people
get during the holidays is pets.
So it makes perfect sense to offer
the training during January in
order to maximize the success of
the program," said Rudy Robles,
an accredited pet training
instructor who was in charge of

an hour-long seminar at the store.
"PetSmart started this program
last year and we had a great
turnout then too."  

Despite the chilly and rainy
weather, people arrived with the
sizes of their dogs ranging from
the very large to the palm-sized.
The seminar covered simple con-
cepts, more advanced ones and a
question and answer section. 

Carlos Chao, a four-
month-old beagle in tow,
explained he was extending a
Christmas gift.  

"I got this dog as a present for
my girlfriend," said Chao. "Since
she decided to keep him inside, I
thought it would be a good idea
to become more familiar with the
process of housebreaking a dog."

He added, "I also signed up
for the six-week training. Last
time it was a one- on-one session
with the trainer, but moving for-
ward it'll be a group session like
today. I have no complaints; the
dog is already learning."

The people in attendance
were also treated to some tricks,
performed by instructor Robles'
schnauzer, that served as the cue
for the current set of people to
give their places to the upcoming
class patiently waiting outside
PetSmart's training area. 

Another attendee, Ana Garcia
of Imperial, said she gained valu-
able insight into animal behavior.

"I just got a new dog recently
and this is the first time I'm going
to have a dog living inside the
house," she said. "Now that my
kids have moved out, I couldn't
agree more with Rudy's compar-
ison between kids and dogs. I

just saw the sign announcing the
classes outside when I came to
buy dog food the other day. I'm

glad I came, they gave out very
helpful tips."
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U.S. NAVY CHIEF Petty Officer First Class Linnelle Benattar
discusses how he handles logistics for the Blue Angels during the
team’s Jan. 3 arrival at the Naval Air Facility El Centro.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

Lt. Cmdr. Andre Webb, a U.S. Navy Blue Angels pilot, talks about
the team’s upcoming training season following its Jan. 3 arrival at
the Naval Air Facility El Centro.

base's air space, it's isolation
from population centers and a
local community that is so
accepting of the team, noted
Webb.

"It's an opportunity to get
away from the home base and
bond together as a team," he said.
"It's a new (flight) position (No.
6) and this is a new team, so
every year we start over." 

The fresh start begins
Jan. 5 as pilots build trust with
each other, honing their amazing
ability to fly in tight formations
nearly wing tip-to-wing tip. The
pilots will spend two and half
hours flying six days a week per-
fecting difficult maneuvers such
as the "sneak pass" that is a
crowd favorite. Webb has logged
10 years flight experience since
he was first commissioned as an
officer.

Despite his rigorous sched-
ule, Webb, originally from
Lawton, Okla., finds the odd
moment to cheer on his Dallas
Cowboys and, along with the
other pilots, enjoy meeting
Imperial Valley students and
even set up a "Meet the Blue
Angels" with local Boy Scout
troops. 

"The attributes we like for
them to embody are humility,
unity, hard work and determina-
tion," urged Webb. "Those quali-
ties will get you anyplace you
want to go … I love it here. For
two and a half months I'm
pumped. I can't wait to get flying
again."

The Blue Angels pilots can-
not not do it alone and have 140
support personnel including 122

enlisted crew, 16 officers and
five civilians for technical and
financial consulting to help the
demo team deliver their shows.

Other pilots include flight
leader Capt. Eric Doyle, No. 2
pilot Lt. James Haley, No. 3, Lt.
James Cox, No. 4, Maj. Jeff
Mullins (Marine Corps), No. 5,
Lt. Cmdr. Brandon Hempler and
No. 7 (show narration), Lt. Carey
Rickoff. 

The support personnel
includes Chief Petty Officer First
Class Linnelle Benattar, a logis-
tics specialist. He noted his main
job is to make certain the Blue
Angels have all the parts they
need.

"As we go from site to
site, we (logistics) make sure we
pack up all the gear we need at
every show," he said. "It can be
stressful but it's teamwork and
we always get it done."

Benattar, an alumni of El
Centro's Southwest High School,
urged students to study hard, do
more than required and they'll be
certain to attain their dreams.

"Air shows are a great expe-
rience and people are very appre-
ciative," he said. "When every-
thing comes together at a show
and we see all the kids, that's the
payoff."

On March 15, the day before
the air show, NAFEC hosts the
Food Fest and entertainment at
the base's Hangar No. 6 that
includes local bands and restau-
rants along with fireworks.
People are advised to watch
www.elcentroairshow.com for
updates.

Blue Angels.........from page one

New Puppy Owners Get Lifeline At PetSmart

CERTIFIED PET TRAINER Rudy Robles leads the pet training
seminar at the El Centro PetSmart on Jan. 5 as dogs stay close to
their owners. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

PET TRAINER RUDY Robles’ schnauzer, Suzy, is eager to per-
form her tricks at the pet training seminar at the El Centro
PetSmart on Jan. 5. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO
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Obituary
RONALD “JOE” EUGENE

PATZLOFF
A Celebration of Life will be

held on Friday, January 11, 2019,
at 11 a.m. at the Holtville United
Methodist Church, 225 W. 7th
St., Holtville, California, 92250.
Visitation with the family will
begin one hour prior to the serv-
ice at 10 a.m. 

There will be a luncheon in the
social hall following the service.   

Mr. Ronald "Joe" Eugene
Patzloff, of Holtville, CA, was
born on July 8, 1934 in Ceresco,
Nebraska, to the late August and
Wayve (Morse) Patzloff, passed

away at age 84, due to complica-
tions with an aortic aneurysm, on
December 23, 2018 in El Centro,
California with his family by his
side.

Joe is survived by his wife,
Rose, of 59 years; his son,
Michael (John); daughter, Dina;
sister, Norma; grandchildren,
Kalin (Jessica), Gunnar (girl-
friend Celeste), Marie, Devon,
Sarah, Elias, and Samantha; and
great-grandchild, Lucian. 

He was a member of the
Holtville United Methodist
Church for over 50 years; a char-
ter member and first president of

the Optimist Club of Holtville; a
Holtville City Council member;
and Mayor of Holtvlle. He also
announced countless football
games at Holtville High School
for many years; had a passion for
coin and stamp-collecting; and
won the award for World's Best
Dad 84 years in a row! 

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorial donations be
made to the Imperial Valley
Humane Society or another ani-
mal shelter of your choice, or to
the Holtville United Methodist
Church.

County Board Names 2019 Chair
And Committee Members

BY MARIO CONDE

At is first meeting of 2019 the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors named
Supervisor Ryan Kelley chair-
man and Supervisor Luis
Plancarte as vice-chair. 

Kelley's District 4 includes
Brawley and other northern areas
of the county. Plancarte's District
2 includes parts of El Centro. 

The meeting was  also the first

for Supervisor Jesus Escobar,
who on Nov. 6 defeated the pre-
vious incumbent, John Renison,
for the District 1 seat that
includes Calexico. 

The board also named its mem-
bers to committees and external
boards:
Airport Advisory Committee --
Michael Kelley/Luis Plancarte 
Area Agency on Aging Advisory
Council -- Ray Castillo/Michael
Kelley
Local Transportation Authority --

Luis Plancarte/Ryan Kelley 
Local Agency Formation
Commission -- Michael
Kelley/Ray Castillo 
San Diego Association of
Counties -- Jesus Escobar 
Border Trade Alliance -- Jesus
Escobar 
Salton Sea Authority -- Ryan
Kelley 
Juvenile Justice Coordinating
Council -- Michael Kelley

Birth Announcement

PROUD PARENTS VERENA and Frank Haever announce the
birth of their son, Tim Haever, born on Dec. 12 in Aachen,
Germany. He tipped the scales at five pounds, eight ounces and
was 18.5  inches long. Verena was a foreign exchange daughter to
Nancy and Rick Turner her senior year at Holtville High School
in 2000-01. The Turners are excited to be “oma” and “opa” as
Germans call grandparents. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NANCY TURNER

County Officials Sworn In To Their Positions 

COUNTY OFFICIALS TAKE the oath of office on Jan. 7 from U.S. Magistrate Ruth Bermudez
Montenegro (not pictured). They are (left to right) county District 1 Supervisor-elect Jesus Eduardo
Escobar, county District 5 Supervisor Raymond R. Castillo, Auditor-Controller-elect Josue “Josh”
Mercado, Assessor Robert Menvielle, Clerk/Recorder Chuck Storey, District Attorney Gilbert G.
Ortero, Superintendent of Schools Jonathan “Todd” Finnell, Sheriff Raymond Loera and Treasurer-
Tax Collector Karen Vogel. MARIO CONDE PHOTO

Christmas Blessing

Residents of the Trinity men's home in Holtville were given a
blessing for Christmas from Rick and Nancy Turner on Dec.
17. They were also treated to pizza, salad and desserts and
enjoyed games. “My granddaughter, Karsyn, and her friend,
Andrea, joined me and helped me serve and play the game
with the guys  to teach them how to have good clean fun drug
and alcohol free,” Rick Turner said. “What a blessing it was.
Nancy gave a testimony of her life to the men's home and it
was in memory of her brother, Mike Johnson, pastor of
Turning Point Men’s home.  A special thank you to Carlos
Padilla, director of the Trinity men's home, for coming over to
join and teach the men how to have good clean fun in our
wonderful town of Holtville.”
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY RICK AND NANCY TURNER
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SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 29

EVERYTHING SEEMS
OK: At 9:40 a.m. a number
of hangup cal ls  were
received on the 911 emer-
gency lines. A deputy was
sent to the area of Ninth
and Brentwood where the
calls  were determined to
have come from but never
found any signs of anything
wrong.
LOOKS ABANDONED: At
11:17 a.m. a caller advised
dispatchers that there was a
dog in a kennel in a neigh-
bor ’s yard that was caged in
without food, water or shel-
ter. A deputy checked on
the dog and reported that it
seemed okay but was going
to follow up with the owner
when she returned home.
NOT IN TOWN: At 12:22
p.m. a deputy reported
spotting a man at Ninth and
Holt attempting to start an
offroad motorcycle. He was
advised that it wasn’t legal
to ride it in the city limits.
The deputy kept an eye on
him until the man got home,
where he left the bike.
ONE THING LEADS TO

ANOTHER: At 2:04 p.m. a
deputy reported pull ing
over a motorist at Ninth and
Maple after  seeing him
driving too fast and then
noticing that the vehicle’s
windows were t inted too
dark. The owner was issued
a citation for the windows
and was given a warning
about speeding.
BETTER GET THAT
FIXED: At 8:48 p.m. a
deputy stopped a driver at
Even Hewes and Highway
115 and letting them know
they had a brakelight that
wasn’t working.
PUSHING YOUR LUCK
LATE AT NIGHT: At
11:48 p.m. a bicyclist was
stopped at Fifth and Grape
and warned about riding on
the wrong side of the street.

SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 30

SHOULDN’T DRINK
AND DRIVE: At 12:32
a.m. a caller reported that
people were leaving a party
on East Third Street where
a lot of drinking had been
taking place. A deputy was
sent to keep an eye on the
drivers.

MONDAY,
DECEMBER 31

UNWELCOME CELE-
BRATIONS: At 10:33 a.m.
a deputy reported being
flagged down by someone
near the trailer park on East
Third Street. The resident
said that there were usually
lots of gunshots fired and
fireworks set  off  during
holidays and requested
extra patrols  of  the area
that night. The night shift
was advised to keep an eye
on things in that area.
CAUGHT ONE: At 12:32
p.m. a deputy reported see-
ing someone setting off a
f irework at  Fourth and
Pine. A citation was issued
for the violation of a city
ordinance.
WHAT’S WRONG?: At
12:55 p.m. a deputy spotted
a juvenile crying near Ninth
and Chestnut and stopped
to see what was wrong. No
further details were provid-
ed.
BIG RIG ROLLOVER: At
4:36 p.m. a traffic accident
was reported to have taken
place at Orchard Road and
Interstate 8. Deputies, fire-

f ighters  and paramedics
were dispatched and found
that  a  t ractor-trai ler  had
flipped on its side, blocking
traffic.
IT’S THE NIGHT FOR
C E L E B R A T I O N S : A t
10:04 p.m. a complaint was
received about loud music
coming from a home in the
700 block of Holt Avenue.
Deputies were sent to check
on it.
AS EXPECTED: Calls
were received about fire-
works being set off as the
new year approached but it
was very difficult to find
someone in the act of set-
ting them off several min-
utes after they were report-
ed.

TUESDAY.
JANUARY 1

A LITTLE TOO MUCH
LIQUID CELEBRA-
TION?: At 2:19 a.m. a cou-
ple of calls were received
about a fight taking place
on Webb Avenue. Deputies
were dispatched to break it
up.

FRIDAY,
JANUARY 4

REPO’ED: At 11:31 a.m. a

towing company reported
repossessing a 2016 Toyota
from in front of a local res-
idence, and the owner was-
n’t aware of the repo. The
vehicle’s information was
entered into the computer
system.
WALKING DOWN THE
MIDDLE: At 4:33 p.m. a
cal ler  reported seeing a
woman walking in the cen-
ter median of the highway
west of town and thought
she might  be under the
influence of  something.
Deputies were dispatched
and questioned the woman.
A LESSON LEARNED: At
9:39 p.m. a deputy reported
pull ing over a  speeding
driver at Fifth and Walnut,
but let the motorist off with
just a warning.
MISGUIDED YOUTH: At
9:58 p.m. a caller reported
that a group of four juve-
niles had stolen a bottle of
beer from the donut shop
and were drinking it near-
by.  Deputies were dis-
patched to check on the
youths.
At 

The Calexico woman killed
on January 7 when the vehicle
she was driving was struck by a
wrong-way driver on Interstate 8
near El Centro has been identi-
fied as Andrea Aguilar, 35,
according to Imperial County
Deputy Coroner Emanuel
Ramirez.

Meanwhile, the identity of
the 75-year-old South Carolina
woman driving the wrong-way
vehicle was not released by
Ramirez.

According to the California
Highway Patrol, the collision
occurred about 9:30 p.m. on Jan.
7 west of Dogwood Road. The
South Carolina woman was driv-
ing a Ford van west in the east-
bound lanes of the four-lane
divided freeway.

Highway Patrol personnel

attempted to get the driver’s
attention and stop her after
receiving calls of the vehicle
driving the wrong way west on I-
8 from State Route 115 about 20
miles east of the collision loca-
tion.  

As the van traveled the
wrong way Aguilar was driving a
Honda Pilot eastbound
approaching it. The vehicles col-
lided head-on and both drivers
suffered major head injuries and
were pronounced dead on scene.

Both drivers were wearing
their seatbelts and driving under
the influence does not appear to
be a factor in the collision.  

A portion of I-8 was shut
down for about four hours due to
the collision, according to Javier
L. Amezcua, CHP public infor-
mation officer.

Wrong Way Vehicle Collision
Ends In Two Fatalities

Border Patrol Arrests Three
Attempting to Smuggle

Narcotics

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents working at the
Highway 86 immigration check-
point arrested three individuals
suspected of smuggling metham-
phetamine last Friday morning.

The incident occurred at
approximately 8:30 a.m. when a
36-year-old woman driving a
maroon 2015 Chevrolet Camaro
accompanied by two passengers,
a 27-year-old woman and a 37-
year-old man approached the
checkpoint.  A Border Patrol
canine detection team alerted to
the vehicle.  Agents sent the vehi-
cle to secondary inspection for
further investigation. 

While in secondary inspec-
tion, Border Patrol agents discov-
ered the females had the suspect-
ed narcotics hidden on their per-
son. One female had two small
packages secreted internally and
the other had two similar pack-
ages on her body hidden under-
neath her clothing.  Agents deter-
mined that the substance was
consistent with the characteristics
of methamphetamine.

The total weight of the
methamphetamine discovered
was 0.720 pounds, with an esti-
mated value of $23,040.

"Body carrying is a smug-
gling tactic that our Border Patrol
agents are well aware of and have
seen before," said Chief Patrol
Agent Gloria I. Chavez. "This
tactic can be especially danger-
ous if the packages break and the
body absorbs the narcotic."

The female driver and two

passengers were all United States
citizens. After arrest, the trio was
turned over to the High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area team
(HIDTA) for further investiga-
tion.

Border Patrol Recovers
Drugs Thrown Over Border

Fence
El Centro Sector Border

Patrol agents assigned to the
Calexico station arrested a
woman and recovered drugs
thrown over the border fence near
Anaya Avenue and 2nd Street
early last Thursday morning.

The incident occurred at
approximately 4:41 a.m., when
agents observed someone tossing
packages over the International
Boundary Fence east of the
Calexico Port of Entry.  Agents
responded to the area and
encountered a woman carrying a
bag walking away from the loca-
tion.  Inside the bag, agents dis-
covered three packages wrapped
in brown adhesive tape.  Upon
closer inspection of the area,
agents recovered three additional
packages.  The 43-year-old U. S.
Citizen woman and the packages
were transported to the Calexico
Border Patrol Station. 

At the station, agents tested
the six-taped bundles containing
white crystal-like substance that
proved positive for the character-
istics of methamphetamine.  The
combined weight of the packages
totaled 10.4 lbs., with an estimat-
ed value of $114,393.

The woman and narcotics,
were turned over to the Drug
Enforcement Administration for
further investigation.

Border Patrol News

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Calexico Fire Department
ambulance stolen from the El
Centro Regional Medical Center
emergency area on Dec. 29 was
recovered within hours but the
shock a thief would be so brazen to
steal an emergency vehicle has
instigated policy changes.

Diego Favila, Calexico Fire
Department chief, explained the
ambulance was recovered about
nine hours after it went missing by
Imperial County Sheriff's deputies
at a residence in Holtville.

"I know law enforcement had
a suspect very fast but I'm not cer-
tain how that came about," said
Favila. "The ambulance was
returned without any damage and
there was no missing equipment
and even the paramedics' personal
property was left intact."

Meanwhile, during the week of
Jan. 7, officials from ECRMC did
not immediately respond to a
requests for comment and an El
Centro police official declined to
comment.

After the ambulance was stolen
county law enforcement agencies
were put on notice to help locate
the vehicle and the Calexico Fire
Department posted a picture of it
and its unit number on the depart-
ment Facebook page. A visitor to
the page then reported on the page
that he had seen the ambulance in
Holtville. 

Law enforcement officers then
located the vehicle and it was orig-
inally reported two suspects were
arrested.

In a brief phone interview on
Jan. 9, David Tirado, a county cor-
rectional lieutenant, explained one
suspect, Fidel Armando Supnet,
19, is being held in custody on
$25,000 bail in the Imperial
County Jail. Supnet has appeared
for arraignment and is scheduled to
appear for a pre-trial hearing in
Brawley at 9 a.m. on Jan. 11, he
said, according to ICSO's data
base. 

Information on the possible
second suspect was not immediate-
ly available. 

Favila noted as a matter of
standard operating procedure para-
medics keep ambulances running
during an emergency call in order
to keep their apparatus on board in
operational mode and at full
strength, in case another emer-
gency call arrives immediately. 

"They left the ignition run-
ning when they went into the hos-
pital with the patient to keep the
lifesaving equipment ready to go in
seconds," said Favila.  "So, the sus-
pect saw that as an opportunity
without having to force open a
vehicle."

While without an ambulance
for several hours the Calexico Fire
department relied on the services
of Gold Cross Ambulance Service,
as two calls arrived for transport to
ECRMC, explained Favila. 

"We're most definitely chang-
ing policy and already taken meas-
ures, even improving the changes
we already made," said Favila. 

But he declined to disclose
precisely what new procedures
have been implemented.

"It's a sad moment and times
are changing," added Favila. "It
used to be emergency response
vehicles were off limits to theft but
we live in different times and
everybody is vulnerable now."

Calexico Mayor Lewis
Pacheco called the incident shock-
ing.

"It's very rare someone steals
an ambulance--to steal that, an
individual is really not thinking
straight," said Pacheco. 

The mayor added that
Calexico City Manager David Dale
assured him the fire department
would revisit procedures so it does
not occur again.

"Maybe they'll do something
simple like locking the ambulance
and maintain a spare set of keys,"
he said. "I couldn't believe some-
body could steal something like
that."

The El Centro Police
Department who booked Supnet
into the county jail, declined to
release any further information
regarding the case. El Centro Cirty
Council Member Cheryl Walker
expressed astonishment as well and
noted the incident will motivate the
Calexico Fire Department to draft
new procedures.

BY GARY REDFERN 

The next court hearing for the
man suspected of fatally shooting
another man in Holtville days before
Christmas has been set for Jan. 22,
said Heather Trapnell, a county sen-
ior deputy district attorney.

Adrian Alvarado Lopez, 40, has
pleaded not guilty to murder in con-

nection with the fatal shooting of
Steven Garibaldi on Dec. 21 at a
building in the 1900 block of
Underwood Road. He remains in the
county jail on $1 million bail. 

Lopez appeared in court on Jan.
9 and the pretrial was continued to
Jan. 22. Trapnell said. No date has
been set for preliminary hearing at
which a judge would decide if there
is enough evidence to try Lopez on

the charges.
He also faces allegations of

assault with a firearm and being a
felon in possession of a firearm and
ammunition.  

His alleged accomplice, Jessica
Michelle Noriega, 36, is suspected of
being an accessory and has a court
date set for Jan. 25, Trapnell added. 

Hearing Date Set For Man Accused In Garibaldi Shooting

Stolen Calexico Ambulance Prompts Policy Change
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Stayed Tuned, Our Newly
Redesigned Website Is

Coming Soon!!

On December 6th, the freshmen BIG team and creed speakers made their way to Brawley Union High School where they competed in the annual BIG & Creed con-
test. BIG is a test that requires you to have past and present FFA knowledge and Creed is a public speaking event that is available for  freshmen only . The freshmen did a real-
ly good job at representing Holtville FFA, as we had a lot of ribbons coming home that day. In BIG, we had Roger Rolfe place 1st, Margarita Desilagua place 3rd, Melanie
Orozco place 5th, and Emily Vasquez place 10th, together as a team they received 1st overall. In creed we had both, Melanie Orozco, and Emily Vasquez move onto the final
round at the section level. Melanie Orozco received 1st and will be advancing onto the regional level in the spring, and Emily Vasquez received 9th overall. We are beyond
proud of these freshmen, and how well they obtained this FFA knowledge, we cannot wait to see what further accomplishments they will have throughout this school year.

Imperial Section BIG & Creed

BIG CONTESTANTS AFTER receiving some ribbons
and patiently waiting for creed results.

ROGER ROLFE, THE first place BIG winner receiv-
ing his plaque and ribbon from Melany Lopez, a
Holtville FFA Member, and section officer as well.

MELANIE OROZCO, THE first place winner, and Emily Vasquez, the ninth
place winner, along the top ten contestants in the speaking event competition.
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Supported Agriculture" that
has been described as a socioe-
conomic system of agriculture
that connects farmers and con-
sumers directly. 

"I wanted to have some-
thing to do in retirement. I saw
the concept in San Diego and
decided to try it. We already
had a garden, so we expanded
what we had," she explained. 

Seven years later Sandy
Loam Farms covers all its
expenses and helps supple-
ment Miranda's retirement
income.

"Our produce is grown on
a half-acre behind my home.
Throughout the season I deliv-
er produce to members' homes
twice a month." Miranda
added. "Sometimes I add pro-
duce from local certified farms
to help fill all the baskets." 

The business plan for a
CSA garden is simple. The
farmer offers to divide the har-
vest among a specific number

of local consumers. For the
consumer buying a share in the
farm is like purchasing a mem-
bership or subscription. In
return for a monthly fee they
receive a basket of produce
throughout the growing sea-
son.

The first word in CSA
stands for community and that
is not something Miranda has
taken lightly. Each season she
hosts a harvest party at her
home/community garden.
Members of the community
come together for a potluck
and enjoy the privilege of see-
ing every process of creating
the food they eat from seed to
table.

Aaron Popejoy, whose
family has been a member of
Sandy Loam Farms for four
years, said he has enjoyed
many benefits.

"We just got our box today
and I haven't seen it yet. One

of the nice things is enjoying
the bounty. Sometimes there's
an amazing crop and some-
times it's lean but you always
know it's local and fresh."

Popejoy added, "A CSA is
a cooperative and you are put-
ting in money in to grow a
variety of crops. You take a
chance with it. The kids to get
see it during the fall planting
event. Kids appreciate food
more when they understand the
process. It's always fun getting
the basket and trying new
things."

Miranda's credentials come
in handy when educating com-
munity members about the
produce. She sends out the
monthly "Dirt on the Farm"
newsletter for her members. It
includes a list of the types of
produce that will be delivered
that month, articles about the
upcoming harvest, pictures of
the upcoming crop, and recipes
using the veggies that will be

delivered to members in their
next box of produce.

Miranda said, "The
newsletters are easy for me to
write because I get inspired in
the garden."

January's produce included
broccoli, broccolini, cabbage,
cauliflower, carrots, chard, cel-
ery, flowers, herbs, lemons,
arugula, oranges, turnips, tan-

gerines and tangelos. 
Emily personally delivers a

basket of produce to each
member of the community's
home twice a month. 

She explained, "It's fun
introducing subscribers to new
types of veggies. I enjoy deliv-
ering the boxes too and love
working out in the garden.
There's no way I can eat it all." 
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Director Of Social Services
Announces Retirement

Peggy Price, Director of the
Department of Social Services
(DSS), has announced her plans
to retire at the end of March 2019
after serving 25 years of public
service with the County of
Imperial.  “The past six years, as
the Director for the department,
has been challenging, yet fulfill-
ing,” says Ms. Price.  The DSS
serves more than 50% of the res-
idents of Imperial County
through federal, state and local
programs, its Mobile DSS Office,
the Betty Jo McNeece Receiving
Home and the Family Justice
Center.  

With over 500 County
employees, the DSS administers
numerous programs and oversees
multiple grants and contracted
services with an annual operating
budget of $90 million. Programs
administered by the department
include Medi-Cal, CalFresh,
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and In-Home
Supportive Services.  As a rural
county with one of the highest
state unemployment rates, these
critical services and assistance
contribute to the economy and
well-being of residents of
Imperial County.   

District 5 Supervisor and
Chairman of the Board Ray
Castillo said, “Ms. Price has done
an excellent job since the board
appointed her as director six
years ago.  She has brought inno-
vation to the department and
extended community outreach
opportunities through the devel-

opment of the mobile office
which reaches thousands of
county residents each year.”
Supervisor Castillo continued to
say, “I wish Ms. Price all the best;
she has earned her retirement.”   

Ms. Price says, “Leading an
organization of this size and
nature has afforded me the oppor-
tunity to work and collaborate
with so many talented people
across the state, county and in our
community.  However, one of my
proudest achievements is work-
ing with dedicated, caring and
professional staff at the depart-
ment.” 

She continued to say, “It has
been a pleasure serving the com-
munity and I am proud of the
contributions I have made to the
organization.  I look forward to a
new chapter in my life, spending
time with my husband, who
recently retired, our daughters
and grandchildren.”   

PEGGY PRICE

Loams Farm..................................................................from page one

THE BOUNTIFUL FIELD of Sandy Loam Farms near Holtville.  JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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Carrot Festival.......from page one

Where else can you find a
good hoe-down these days?"
Mayor David Bradshaw won-
dered. "The 72nd event should
have wonderful school bands and
the most innovative floats. Rusty
from Highline Cooling puts seri-
ous effort into his creations--a
must see."

Bradshaw explained the festi-
val has become a homecoming
for families with children and
grandchildren living away, so
they return to a fun-filled week. 

Meanwhile, about town busi-
nesses are teeming and indis-
putable joy is in the air as resi-
dents prepare to enjoy something
special one week a year, an event
for which Holtville is acclaimed.

Feb. 9 is the big day with the
Carrot races beginning at 7 a.m.
and the Street Fair running from
8 a.m.-4 p.m. The Carrot Festival
Parade begins at 10 a.m. with
awards to follow and a drumline
competition after the awards. In
the early evening there will be
Cow Pie Bingo.

Wrapping up festivities will
be the inaugural Wing and Carrot
Cook Off at noon on Feb. 10. 

"Among many favorite
things (to list) is how well the
farm community, schools, local
clubs and businesses work to
make this a success," stressed
Bradshaw. "There's so much
behind the scenes work without

any grumbling. But my favorite
is the fun run/walk that is through
Walker Park along the Alamo
River. The cross-country team
are there in full force to organize.
It's such a great way to show off
our city and one of the lesser
known Holtville parks."

The 4K fun run/walk, along
with other competitive running
events, precedes the Carrot
Festival Parade on Feb. 9 starting
at 7 a.m. and followed at 7:30
a.m. (starting line: 7-Eleven)
with an open (adults and chil-
dren) 5K run. 

The entry fee is $25 per per-
son and there is a Feb. 4 registra-
tion deadline to get a T-Shirt.
There is also a mile race for chil-
dren 12 and under, a quarter-mile
race for eight and under and a
carrot relay mile (carrots used for
batons). Gerardo Lara, Holtville
High School track and field
coach, extended an invitation to
everyone to participate.

"The festival is very impor-
tant to the development of the
running program at the high
school," said Lara. "And
Holtville is the only high school
cross-country team in the county
to send an entire team to the state
finals (2017 and 2018) and we're
looking to qualify for the finals in
2019 too."

Pioneers Works To Give Patients Access To Improved Breast Cancer Screens
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Mammogram screening
remains the gold standard for
early detection of breast cancer
and results in a better prognosis,
according to specialists at
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District.

Thanks to the January 2018
acquisition of the Hologic
three-dimensional mammogra-
phy system, Pioneers is seeing
more positive outcomes in find-
ing cancer sooner, saving
women's lives and lowering
treatment costs in the process. 

Of the 3-D imaging, Bobby
Lira, manager of the Pioneers
radiology department, said, "It
actually has a touch less radia-
tion exposure than two dimen-
sional but it provides so much
more information." 

Tomography began by
detecting small fractures in
bones but 2-D tomography
became increasingly outdated
technology. Over the last
decade advances in 3-D tomog-
raphy produced much higher
resolution images, noted Todd
Lane, Pioneers director of radi-
ology. 

"It's like getting the power
of a V-8 car with the gas
mileage of a four-cylinder tur-
bocharged vehicle," said Lane.
"But when 3-D started out
seven to 10 years ago it was so
expensive only the big hospitals
could afford the technology."

The Hologic 3-D system
utilizes a method that can pro-
vide a higher diagnostic accura-
cy compared to conventional
mammography. 

"The newer technology
detects smaller lesions--they
stick out like a sore thumb,"
said Lane.  Prior to 3-D, radiol-
ogists got four 2-D pictures.
With 3-D they get 120 pictures
of cross-sectional slices with
many more angles of view and
a greater ability to identify a
tumor. With 2-D the image
depicted may not indicate any-
thing abnormal, noted Lane. 

He added that with 2-D if a
doctor saw something question-
able it required the patient to
return for more images, such as
magnifications, thus increasing
inconvenience and costs. 

"It's time consuming," said
Lane of the 2-D process. "3-D
captures the image far more
clearly and pinpoints the loca-

tion. False positives have fallen
to one quarter of what they
were previously."

Betty Guerra, Pioneers
office coordinator, was one of
the first to have a mammogram
on the 3-D machine. She noted
it is the same procedure as 2-D
but produces "tons more defini-
tion." 

While costs for access to the
new technology can be a con-
cern, patients do have options.

"Whenever we get a patient
who says they can't afford 3-D,
I refer them to Clinicas de
Salud del Pueblo (a local non-
profit healthcare provider). I
think there's lots of women in
Imperial Valley who don't real-
ize all the programs that will
help with medical costs,"
Guerra added.

Guerra said she assures
patients that even Medi-Cal,
Medicaid and private insurance
plans will cover 3-D mammo-
grams. She also refers patients
to the Imperial Valley Cancer
Support Center, another non-
profit, with an office on the
Pioneers campus. 

"A routine mammogram
costs $368," said Guerra. "The
hospital does have payment

plans that we can work out with
the patient."

Oreda Chin, executive
director of Cancer Support
Center, said she in turn steers
women to the Every Woman
Counts program that helps the
underserved with medical
expenses. 

"We work with the radiolo-
gist and the (Pioneers) billing
department to get a discount for
services," said Chin. "They give
us a pretty good discount. And I

have the hospital send the bills
to us." 

Chin explained 90 percent
of her clients are on Medi-Cal
or Medicaid and once they learn
of 3-D mammography, they
request to have the service. 

"Three-D is not fool proof
but it's far more comprehensive
than 2-D," said Chin. "We
encourage patients not to think
of expense because we can
cover the finances. They must
focus on their health."

TODD LANE, THE Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District direc-
tor of radiology, explains advances in detecting cancer with the
new 3-D mammography at the hospital on Jan. 8.  WILLIAM
ROLLER PHOTO

BVI but management
explained they did not buy them
since they expect residence fam-
ilies or residents to provide
them," wrote Walker.

Interviews with another
staffer revealed the above staffer
brought in oral care products for
residents despite no obligation to
provide hygiene supplies. 

In a plan of corrections seg-
ment of Walker's report it was
disclosed Kiser, the facility the
admissions director, also provid-
ed oral care products and sent
Walker receipts and photos to
document her actions. In the
same plan Kiser stated shower
frequency improved with new
hiring and will send Walker two
months of shower logs. 

However, further evidence

obtained from staff and resident
interviews verified some resi-
dents still required additional
assistance to complete shower-
ing, Walker's report detailed. Yet
over the course of the investiga-
tion Blossom Valley  hired a sec-
ond caregiver to assist the exist-
ing showering assistant. 

Bathing regularity then
improved. But it was disclosed
when a caregiver needs to
accompany a resident to a med-
ical appointment that leaves two
caregivers primarily there to
shower residents and they are
expected to cover other caregiv-
er responsibilities as well. 

DSS did not disclose the ini-
tial source of allegations. But the
city of Holtville was alerted to
health hazards when Javier

Ortiz, a city building inspector
on a site inspection in April, dis-
covered water damage in 17
rooms and eventually found
mold in 10 of those rooms.  The
mold was removed by
September and residents were
relocated within the facility but
have not returned to their origi-
nal quarters explained Nick
Wells, city manager, at least to
his knowledge. 

Until the repairs were com-
pleted the city withheld the com-
pletion of a building permit that
was eventually approved several
months ago, said Wells. He also
confirmed missing ventilation
fans in bathrooms were replaced.

Wells noted a testing expert
was brought in to test air quality
of the facility. No issues were

detected outside of the 10 rooms
that had mold. The mold was
removed by a remediation expert
and DSS signed a certification
confirming completion of
improvements.

"Our understanding is that
the affected rooms remain unoc-
cupied (as of Dec. 21) as
removed interior walls have not
been fully refinished and no
individual had any health issues
as a result of the problem," Wells
said.

Weston noted all allegations
listed in the DSS report were
investigated and been ameliorat-
ed.

"The facility has met the
required plans of correction for
the period up to Nov. 28, 2018,"
he said. "We will continue to

monitor the facility." 
Karen Gibbs, a member of

the American Legion Auxiliary
Post 138, who visits friends at
Blossom Valley, explained the
mold has been all been taken
care of.

"I asked Mary (Kiser) and
it's all fine now and didn't have
to move anybody out," she said.
"It's all OK."

All assisted living facilities
must furnish state-required
reports for a variety of incidents. 

"All licensed facilities have
reporting requirements," said
Weston. "But the department
does not announce visits or spec-
ulate about future action."

Blossom Inn.....................from page one



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Teri Ann Ivie, aka Teri A. Ivie,
aka Teri Ivie, aka Teri Ann
Stewart, aka Teri Ann Williams
CASE NUMBER:
EPR000389 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Teri Ann Ivie, aka
Teri A. Ivie, aka Teri Ive, aka
Teri Ann Stewart, aka Teri
Ann Williams
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: James E. Williams
and Vicki Williams in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate
requests that James E.
Williams and Vicki Williams
be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate
of the decedent.
The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration

of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to
the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 25, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear

at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the

California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:

Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL &
PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6142   
Publish: Jan. 10, 17, 24, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE
AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Emma Jean Coomes 
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03759
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Emma Jean Coomes
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as
personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. the will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 18, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of

the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Endorsed:  Dec. 19, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Astridd Weimer,  Deputy
Legal 6139    
Publish: Dec. 27, 2018, Jan. 3,
10, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8820                                                                                                               Publish January 10, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
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To submit an obituary give us call at 
(760) 356-2995 

or email us the information: holtvillenews@aol.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8816        Publish: Dec. 20, 2018, Jan. 3, 10, 17, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-890
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Farmhouse Story
122 W. 9th St. Apt. 202
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Aurice Agnes Ramas Penaranda
122 W. 9th St. Apt. 202
Imperial, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: December 10, 2018.
I, Aurice Agnes Ramas
Penaranda Declare that all of
the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Aurice Agnes Ramas
Penaranda
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
10, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: December 9, 2023.

A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6133  
Publish: Dec. 20, 27, 2018 Jan
3,  10, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-904
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
P&T Enterprises
338 W. Main St.
Calipatria, CA 92233
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 467
Calipatria, CA 92233
Full Name of Registrant:
Patrick Timothy Dockstader
505 W. Magnolia St.
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious

Business Name(s) listed above
on: September 1, 1996.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Patrick Timothy
Dockstader, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
14, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 13, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6137  
Publish: Dec. 27, 2018, Jan. 3,
10, 17,  2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2018-02163-CA
A.P.N.:053-135-035-000
Property Address: 118 West State Street,
El Centro, CA 92243
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 11/07/2008.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Maria Salcedo, A Married
Woman As Her Sole And Separate
Property
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/25/2008 as
Instrument No. 2008-033543 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 02/15/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE 939 MAIN STREET,
EL CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-

sonably estimated costs and other charges:
$ 71,725.60
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 118 West State
Street, El Centro, CA 92243 
A.P.N.: 053-135-035-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 71,725.60.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt

owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the

California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx using the file number assigned to this
case 2018-02163-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in dura-
tion or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or
on the Internet Web site.  The best way to
verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale.
Date: December 28, 2018
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for
beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx
__________________________________
______________
Trustee Sale Assistant

WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Jan. 10, 17, 24, 2019
Legal 8821

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACCEPTING CITIZENS' OVERSIGHT COMMIT-

TEE MEMBER APPLICATIONS

NOTICE is hereby given that the Holtville Unified School District
is accepting applications from interested citizens to serve on the
District's independent oversight committee with respect to its gen-
eral obligation bonds approved by District voters at the November
6, 2018 election, known as Measure G.  The Committee consists of
seven members who meet, review and report on expenditures of
funds to ensure money is used only for voter-approved purposes.
Interested persons may obtain an application from the
Superintendent's Office, located at 621 East Sixth Street, Holtville,
CA 92250, or download the application from the District's website
at www.husd.net.  Applications are due by February 8, 2018 at the
office of the Superintendent.

Legal 8822
Publish: Jan. 10, 17, 2019
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