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Stone Of Hope Awards
Recall MLK Ideals

Agility Camp Held In Holtville

MORE THAN TWO dozen children attended the Quest Sports Speed and
Agility Camp at the Barbara Worth Country Club and Resort on Jan. 12.

PHOTO COURTESY BY MARV WILLIAM-QUEST SPORTS

Zipline Ride Dropped
From Carrot Fest, Royalty
Well Preened For Banquet

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The upcoming Carrot
Festival will not include the
planned zip line ride because the
company that was to provide it is
unable to meet the City of
Holtville's insurance require-
ments.

The city requires a $3 million
indemnity policy to meet a con-
tingency should such an instance
arise, Anita Martinez, event
organizer and chief executive
officer of the Holtville Chamber
of Commerce, said on Jan. 11. 

"They do have California
state-mandated insurance com-
pliance but it doesn't meet
Holtville's standards," she said.
"We can't find another similar
amusement that can comply with

the city's standards so we won't
have a replacement for the zip
line."

The removal of the zip line is
the second major change to the
festival in a week. Earlier in
January the chamber board of
directors decided to remove the
theme "Our Carrots Make the
USA Grate" because of com-
plaints it too closely resembled
the campaign theme of President
Donald J. Trump, "Make
America Great Again," that some
find divisive.

The change means the event
will not have a theme. The
biggest impact of the change is
likely on parade floats that tradi-
tionally depict the event theme.

Martinez said she expects 

Continued on page 3

Holtville Prepares For SCAG
Conference; Considers
Housing ICSO Vehicles

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A delegate and alternate to the
Southern California Association
of Governments for Holtville
were chosen by the city council at
its Jan. 14 meeting.

The unanimous vote named
Mayor Pro Tem Ginger Ward as
delegate to the 2019 conference
scheduled for May 2-3 at the
Desert Springs Resort & Spa in
Palm Desert. Council Member
Jim Predmore was selected as an
alternate.

"At this time, we have no
salient issues affecting Holtville,"
said City Manager Nick Wells.
"But SCAG administers a lot of
transportation funding so it's
important to remain active to get
our allocation of transportation

funding."
He added that housing can be a

huge issue in other areas of
SCAG's jurisdiction and
Holtville needs "to be at the
table" to input its vision on devel-
opment.

"Whatever policy comes out of
Sacramento (state government)
weighs heavily on the major met-
ropolitan areas, usually toward
their advantage," Wells added.
"So, Holtville wants to make sure
it has a voice in SCAG discus-
sions.

"Each year, SCAG member
municipalities gather to brain-
storm ideas and decide on a plat-
form to represent the region.
Topics discussed include issues
affect ing Holtvi l le  and

Continued on page 3

Opportunities Abound
At Business Expo
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Imperial Valley's business net-
working opportunity of the sea-
son is no longer the event of
years past as its new name
reflects the trade potential the
county is now developing.

The "Schmooza Palooza" as it
has been rebranded, marked its
21st installment on Jan. 10 in the
Preble Building at the Imperial
Valley Expo in Imperial with 100
exhibitors. Organized by the
Imperial Valley Joint Chambers
of Commerce, it was a grand
turnout noted Jeanette
McLaughlin, event coordinator.

"This year we added new
events: a fashion show and a food
demo by a dietician, that's bring-
ing out more people," she said.
"We're giving smaller businesses
a boost by showcasing them here
and getting everybody connected

to show what the Valley has to
offer."

A critical role of the Palooza
is the web of interconnections
vendors establish with fellow
exhibitors to mutually prosper. 

Attending the expo from its
initial launch has been Vickie
Garcia, co-owner of Imperial
Printers in El Centro. She said
one reason she has returned for
two decades is because much of
her business is done by phone
and the expo offers opportunity
to meet clients in person. Also,
many expo visitors learn Imperial
Printers is more than just copies
and business cards.

"I'll bet half the businesses here
do printing with us: Imperial
County Office of Education,
Pioneers and El Centro
Hospitals," said Garcia. 

"It's hard to tell how much 

Continued on page 9

BY LUIS BURGOS

The mood was cheerful as
people took their seats Jan. 12
for the "Stone of Hope" awards
luncheon at Club Lohoo in
Heber.

Staged by the Imperial
Valley Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Committee, the awards recog-
nize members of the community
who best exemplify the philoso-
phies of iconic civil rights
activist who was assassinated in
Memphis in 1968.

The honorees were Tim
Blankenship, Alberto Galvan,
Rusty Garcia, Linda Gardner,
Marva Doretha James-Walker,
Arin Noel Lawson, Rosalie O.
Lopez, Daniel Machain, and
Brenda Torres. Judith Malone

and the Heber Hawks drumline
served as musical performers for
the afternoon. The Rev. Terrence
Simms gave the Unity prayer
and the Rev. Jared Moten of
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist
Church served as the event's
keynote speaker. 

Blankenship, a Calexico
native, served for 34 years at the
El Centro Police Department
and was engaged with the com-
munity in El Centro making life-
long friends. 

"Being honored today is
really quite humbling. Looking
at the honorees alongside me,
you can see the caliber of person
required to be up there today.
Some of the other honorees I just
met today, and just by reading
off their accomplishments I'm
very impressed," he said.

"However, I have known
Rusty Garcia for over 40 years,
and I can say he's exceptional.
I've been retired for around 15
years, so I certainly didn't expect
this honor," he added.

Similarly, Garcia, being born
in Brawley, represented his
hometown that afternoon. He
recalled growing up there was
no separation between black,
brown, or white. All he was
interested in as a child was hav-
ing fun. 

"When I received the email
letting me know of this honor, it
was very emotional," Garcia
explained. "Being at the same
table as these people is quite an
honor. It felt good because I try
to absorb the things Dr. King

Continued on Page 7

THE NINE HONOREES of the Stone of Hope awards from the Imperial Valley Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Committee pose for a photo with three clergy members who spoke at the
event held on Jan. 12 at Club Lohoo in Heber.          
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO



BY MARCIA R.
JENNINGS  

There are New Year's Eve
celebrations, and then there are
NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRA-
TIONS! For Patty, New Year's
Eve 1973 was the latter; a very
memorable, unforgettable, and
eventful New Year's Eve. The
night began with Patty celebrat-
ing with her parents at the Swiss
Club. She was 17, appealing,
with hazel eyes, an easy smile,
intelligent and charismatic. So
yes, Norberto finally took notice.
He asked her out for the first
dance, then the second, and then
throwing caution to the wind,
decided to dance with her all the
rest of the night.

When her parents were ready to
leave, Norberto, who was stand-
ing by her side, interjected right
away, "I'll take her home." Her
father already knew Norberto and
trusted him fully--one of the ben-
efits of living in a small town

where everybody knows every-
body else. 

The dance ended at 2 a.m., at
which point Norberto and Patty
headed out to the J&M Cafe, a
hot spot that once stood just west
of where Union Food Market
stands today. They continued to
talk until 4 a.m. and it went well,
so much so that on Jan. 25, 1975,
Norberto and Patty were married
at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in
Holtville. 

Norberto continued working
with Frank Irigoyen for six
months, and then for Ernie for a
year, but he had a dream. He
wanted to start farming on his
own. He was able to do so with
the help of Ernie, who sold him
some land. It was to be the begin-
ning of something bigger. The
Triple I website has a snippet in
its About Us section: "None of
this came easy; it was through
hard work and sacrifice that his
dream of owning a family busi-
ness came true."

Norberto started off by planting
alfalfa. In time he developed a

routine: grow alfalfa for four
years, and then rotate it with
wheat for one year. In 1988 for-
tune smiled on him and Patty.
That year started the hay boom
years. Norberto started selling
bales at a fast pace, but was
delivering them in a pick-up,
which was time-consuming. 

This was the point when he
first saw the need to expand. He
bought three trucks and trailers
and a hay squeeze, and was able
to load 50 bales at a time. For 10
years he concentrated on hauling
hay to Wilbur Ellis and other
companies. Once again, Patty
was back to doing the bookkeep-
ing, while at the same time rais-
ing the kids: Norbert Jr., Gerard,
and Emily. 

It wasn't until 2004 that the
family began another expansion.
The modifications and adjust-
ments were to continue until
2009. It all came about when, in
2004, when Gerard was a senior
at the California State
Polytechnic University in San
Luis Obispo, and wrote a busi-
ness analysis on hay compressing
and the process of exporting to
Japan. Viewing it as a good busi-
ness opportunity, he enthusiasti-
cally presented the idea to his
family. 

His brother, Norberto Jr., was
in total agreement with the plan.
Norberto Sr. was interested. It
was only Patty who was appre-
hensive. She was hesitant to take
such a big step. But in the end,

she came around to their way of
thinking. A wise thing to do,
especially when you're out-voted.
She reframed her thinking and
came up with a positive, "I was
happy to know it would be a fam-
ily business and all the family
would be part of it."  

This time, Norberto and Patty
signed a 25-year lease for the
land on Tubbs Road that was
owned by Patty's father, Ernie,
and her mother, Jackie. They
started off by buying a pressing
machine and constructing a
building to house it. They also
acquired shipping containers. 
The number of containers have

expanded considerably as the

Continued on page 3
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Members Of The
CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JAN. 17: Sandra Claverie, Michael Kamill Omlin, Brock Joseph
Heger, John Von Flue†
JAN. 18: Brooke Schaffner, Cameron Elizabeth Brady, Shirley
Lewis†, Emil Roy Schaffner.
JAN. 19: Nancy Young, Vincent Strahm, Jackie Strahm.
JAN. 20: Paul Tanori, Ethan Lopez, Robby Turner, Tom Brady†,
Carley Cradic, Charles L. Layton†, John Britschgi, Kelton
Bonham†.
JAN. 21: Trixy Young, Colleen Ludwig†, Anthony Jessee, Joshua
Osuna, Rhoda Claybrook.
JAN.22: John Williams, Eden Elizabeth Hilfiker, Gloria Anderholt,
Emily Acosta, Lee Gray, Derrick Daniell
JAN. 23: Joe Allegranza, Jean Clark, Jeff Van Der Linden, Skylar
Peeks, Emma Rose Britschgi.

Anniversaries
JAN. 19: Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Johnston
JAN. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Jack Aguirre
JAN. 23: Mr. & Mrs. Ben Abatti Sr.
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Semana del 21 de enero 2019

Florecita Yoga para Niños (Little Flower Yoga for Kids)
(Originalmente transmitido en octubre 2017)

Florecita Yoga (conocido en Ingles como Little Flower Yoga), es un progra-
ma basado en Nueva York, que se dedica a hacer yoga y a crear atención

plena en niños y adolescentes. El programa reta a los estudiantes a descubrir
nuevas formas de aprendizaje, crear conexiones y a reconocer su capacidad

de alcanzar sus objetivos. Acompáñenos, mientras Carlos Villegas, nos expli-
ca mas en detalle el papel que la atención plena y el movimiento enfocado

mejora el comportamiento y el desempeño académico. 

Carlos Villegas  Supervisor
Servicios para Niños 

Programa Vista Sands   ICBHS

Week of January 21, 2019

Little Flower Yoga for Kids
(Originally aired on October 2017)

Little Flower Yoga is dedicated to making yoga and mindfulness
available to children and teenagers. It challenges students to learn in

new ways, make connections, and recognize their capacity to
achieve. Join us as founder Jennifer Cohen Harper explores the role

of mindfulness and focused movement in improved behavior and
academic performance. 

Jennifer Cohen Harper, MA
Founder of Little Flower Yoga, Inc.
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Bingo Bingo Bingo! 
Join us at The American Legion and Auxiliary
Bradley-Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, Corner of 6th
& Cedar Ave. Thurs., Jan. 17. Doors open at 5 p.m.
Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Public is welcome. Please
support our Veterans and Active Duty Service
Members, they support you!

Holtville Athletic Club Rib Cook-Off 
The 28th Annual Holtville Athletic Club’s Rib
Cook-Off will be held on Saturday, January 26.
Serving begins at 10 a.m. and will continue until all
the ribs are gone. There will be $10,000 in prizes
for the teams competing, and small contests will be
held for local cooks to take part in. The three bands
performing include IV Blues, Megan Strahm and

the True Blues and Eevaan Tre’ & The Show. For
more information, visit the event’s website at
www.holtville.net.

Imperial Valley  Women Mentors 
New Year, Better You! Imperial Valley Women

Mentors  are sponsoring this FREE Event where
you’ll be supported to continue your 2019 goals for
mind, health, body, money, fashion, and wellness.
Bring a friend or two! Be prepared to take away
helpful tips from these experts. Sat., January 26,
11:30am-2:00pm, location Fitness Oasis, 504 W.
Aten, Rd. Imperial. Contact: Cheryl Von Flue (760)
353-9932 Jessica Diaz (760) 498-8839 You can
count on awesome door prizes and more!

Community Calendar

Triple I Press  A Family-Run Success.......  Part 3

The publisher of the Calexico Chronicle/Imperial Valley
Weekly and Holtville Tribune pays tribute to Rev. Martin

Luther King, Jr. in recognition of the hardships he
endured while seeking to obtain equality for all. 

Rev. King was born on Jan. 15, 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia
and was murdered  Apr. 4, 1968 at age 38 in  Memphis,

Tennessee. He was a non- violent advocate for civil rights
and in 1964 received the Nobel Peace Prize. After his

death he was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1977 and in 2004, the Congressional 

Gold Medal. 



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A progress report on the proj-

ect repaving the bulk of
Holtville streets--that will
ensure smoother travel well into
the future--was provided to the

city council at its Jan. 14 meet-
ing.   

"This effort is salvaging the
streets for another 10 years,"
said City Manager Nick Wells.
"It is the first major rehab proj-
ect in 11 years. But over the
years we've completed three-
block sections throughout the
city."

Jack Holt, co-founder of The
Holt Group, Inc., an engineer-
ing and planning firm currently
engaged in numerous construc-
tion projects with the city,
informed the council repaving
of many of the city streets is
nearly complete.  

"We're getting close with the
crack sealing and then do the
overlays," he said. "Striping
(road lines) remains to be done,
got a lot in front of the schools.
We'll get the crack sealing done
this week and the striping in
another couple weeks."

Wells cautioned the resin in
the sealing takes time to dry and
then the sands oil base overlay
must dry for 72 hours before the
first coat of the striping is
applied. Two more coats are
applied requiring five to seven
days' wait between each appli-
cation.

"We overfunded the project
because we anticipated more
work than initially projected,"
said Wells. "We'll probably do
crack sealing again in four
years so it's not such a major
project again."

The project was expected to
cost $2.2 million and finished at

$2.5 million, still well below
the $3.1 million budgeted,
explained Wells. 

"We bonded against it with a

10-year bond issued last fall,"
said Wells. "This way we get
$450,000 now and pay off the
bond debt over time."
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Zipline................from page one
parade entrants to easily adapt.

"We're not going to try and
come up with another theme,"
Martinez said. "The theme has
not been the central focus of the
festival. So, we'll concentrate on
the memories of what the Carrot
Festival means to individuals.
For example, Vessey Farms
(will) depict beloved memories
on their float portrayals in the
parade so, that could be a
guide."

Meanwhile, the eight royalty
contestants are settling in into a
monarch-like mode receiving
make-up tips at St. Paul's
Lutheran Church on Jan. 12.
Queen contestants include Maya
Munger, Samantha Garcia, Skye

Silva and Courtney Walker. The
Princess contestants are Gianna
Cox and Daniella Contreras.
Meanwhile, the Jr. Princess con-
test will feature Charlierae
Burch and Brytni Valenzuela.

"We're super proud of these
girls," said Martinez. "They all
represent the best of the Carrot
Festival."

The coronation for royalty will
be held on Feb. 1 at the Barbara
Worth Country Club & Resort.
The evening will include the
chamber's annual Holtville citi-
zen of the year presentation.
Tickets are $40 each.

Triple I................from page one
operation has grown, but the
process is the same. They are
loaded with hay and then taken
to the Port of Long Beach. The
Port of Long Beach, according
to its website, is the "premier
U.S. gateway for trans-Pacific
trade . . ." Anyone who has had
the opportunity to visit it can't
help but come away impressed
with its 10 piers and 3,200 acres
of land. 

From Long Beach, the con-
tainers are shipped to Japan.
Once in Japan, the hay is distrib-
uted to dairies or feed lots. As an
aside, and independent of Triple
I Press, once in Japan the con-
tainers are again reloaded. This
time they'll carry back Japanese
products, items such as toys,
computers, iPads, or televisions,
and be shipped back to Long
Beach. The loads are distributed
to places such as Walmart or
Best Buy. It's a cost effective
and profitable business enter-
prise for all parties concerned.  

Triple I continued to grow,
another press was added after
two years and now the firm is in
the process of acquiring another
press. The company presses five
percent of its own hay and pur-
chases the rest here in Imperial

Valley. 
Norberto's and Patty's children,

all college graduates, take an
active part in making it work.
Norbert Jr. is plant manager and
takes care of trucking logistics.
Gerard is in charge of farming
and hay sales/purchases. Their
daughter, Emily, handles human
resources. 

Patty is happy with the status
quo, and counts her blessings.
She also thinks of the employees
who work at the press. 

"Without them we couldn't
have accomplished what we
have. We value our supervisors.
They are almost like family.
They understand that their
department's success is a suc-
cess for all of us. We have an
open-door policy where anyone
can talk to any of us at any time
and we try to be as fair as we
can."

Patty and Norberto continue to
dream about the future - when
maybe their grandchildren will
take over the operation.
Recalling Patty as a young girl,
brings to mind the Ruth Bader
Ginsburg's quote: " . . . What has
become of me could happen
only in America." 

Holtville Repaving Approaches Finish Line

HOLTVILLE CITY MANAGER Nick Wells updates the city
council on Jan. 14 about the progress of road repaving projects.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Scag......................from page one

other member cities in regard to
development, transit, land use
and how a rapidly sprouting
regional population requires
appropriate planning.

In other business Wells said
Building Inspector Javier Ortiz
confirmed there were 75 building
permits filed for 2018, which is a
slight decrease from 2017. Yet
combined permits added
$2,632,000 in taxable value to the
properties in the city. A slim por-
tion, 7.5 percent, goes to the city
but the lion's share supports the
school districts, explained Wells. 

Also, Wells alerted the council

about ongoing discussions with
the Imperial County Sheriff's
Office regarding possible storage
of its recreational vehicles in
Holtville that are currently kept at
the Brawley Airport.

"They're dune buggies, sand
rails and boats," said Wells.
"We've looked at available space
but haven't found one yet. If we
procure a space, we'll pay for it
with a $1.6 million bond we
issued in 2007. So, discussions
will continue on that issue."

Got News, Call Us,
We Will Help You

Inform Our
Communities.

760-356-2995



Dolores A. Soto
Mondragon 
(1949 - 2019)

A rosary will be held on Friday,
January 18, 2019 at 7 p.m. at St.
Joseph's Catholic Church for
Dolores A. Soto Mondragon.
Mass will be held on Saturday,
January 19, 2019 at 9 a.m. with
Father Emmet Farrell officiating
at St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
Burial will immediately follow at
Terrace Park Cemetery in
Holtville, CA. 
Dolores A. Soto Mondragon, 69,

of Holtville, CA passed away of
Non-Hodgkins' Lymphoma on
Sunday, January 6, 2019 in
Holtville. Dolores was born on
July 12, 1949 in Holtville, CA.
Dolores worked as an Attendance
Clerk for Holtville Middle
School for over 20 years as well
as a Cook for Whispering Winds
Catholic Retreat Camp in Julian.
Her greatest joys were her 12
beautiful grandchildren
Alejandro, Gerardo, Jeffery,
Lacey, Jewelianna, Myriam,
Scott, Erik, Elah, Isaiah, Aria and
Jazleen. Her entire family is
proud of her immense courage in
which she allowed her body to
undergo the latest cancer trial
drugs in hopes of finding a cure.
She was preceded in death by her
son, Javier Jesus Mondragon; her
parents, Jesus and Maria
Consuelo Soto; brothers Jesus A.

Soto and Antonio Hernandez
Elizondo. She is survived by her
daughters, Rosa Elena Leon
(Ernesto) of Salinas, CA,
Elizabeth Mondragon of Madera,
CA, Yissel Mondragon of
Holtville, CA, Lorena Martinez
(Luis) of Brawley, CA and
Adriana Castro (llario) of
Holtville, CA; brothers, Alfredo
Hernandez Elizondo, Abel
Jimenez Elizondo (Carolina),
John Lopez Soto (Velia), Juan
"Johnny" A. Soto (Doris); sisters,
Julia Castrejon (Francisco),
Connie Soto Aguilar (Robert)
and Rosaura Soto. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Albina Fusi Furrer

(1927 - 2019)

Albina will be buried at
Evergreen Cemetery in El
Centro. An announcement of
Albina's burial will be given at a
later date. 

Albina Fusi Furrer passed away
Sunday, January 6, 2019 in
Ontario, CA. She was born on
September 11, 1927 and was 91
years old. Born to Italian immi-
grants; Pietro Alessandro Fusi
and Costantina Abatti Fusi. She
grew up in Holtville, CA. and
was the youngest of seven chil-
dren, Valentino, Americo,
Modesto and Angelino Fusi all of
Holtville; her sisters Linda
Northcutt and Mary Bevins. She

met and married Ernest Furrer the
love of her life. She will be
remembered for her beauty inside
and out. She was a devoted moth-
er, grandmother, friend, compan-
ion and wife her entire life. She
raised three boys and five girls.
In later years she tutored
teenagers in high school. She
adored babies and children. In El
Centro she was chosen "Mother
of the Year." She raised her chil-
dren as well as working side by
side with her husband on their
dairy/ranch in El Centro, Ca.
Albina was preceded in death by
her husband, Ernest Furrer, her
son James Furrer, her daughter
Annette (Furrer) Brinnon, and
her granddaughter, Sabrina
Beljean. Albina is survived by
her children Martha Beljean,
Diane Fuqua, Charlotte
Wilkinson, Fred Furrer, Kathy
Oshima, and Bernard Furrer.
Also, many nieces and nephews,
grandchildren and grant grand-
children. Albina had many inter-
ests some of which were with the
Imperial Valley Swiss Club, the
Native Daughters of the Golden
West, the Italian Catholic
Federation. She was also a com-
munity leader for the McCabe
district 4-H Club. Albina's parish
was St. Mary's Catholic Church
in El Centro.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Rebecca Duran De Silva

(1930 - 2019)

Visitation will be held on
Wednesday, January 23, 2019
from 6 to 9 p.m. with rosary at 7
p.m. for Rebecca Duran De Silva
at St. Josephs' Church in
Holtville, CA. Mass will be held
on Thursday, January 24, 2019 at
9 a.m. with Father Moreno offici-
ation at St. Joseph's Church in
Holtville, CA. Burial will imme-
diately follow at Terrece Park
Cemetery in Holtville, CA. 

Rebecca Duran De Silva, 88, of
Holtville, CA, passed away on
Thursday, January 10, 2019.
Rebecca was born on October 17,
1930 in Calvillo, Aguascalientes,
MX. 

She married Joaquin P. Silva on
August 9, 1947 in Calvillo
Aguascalientes, MX. She is sur-
vived by her children, Elvira S.
Alvarado, Javier D. Silva,
Esperanza S. Turner, Armando D.
Silva, Abel D. Silva, Elvia S.
Avendano, Simon D. Silva,
Becky S. Mudd, Joaquin Silva Jr.
and Juventino D. Silva; 33 grand-
children and 44 great-grandchil-
dren. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Audrey C. Bohlander

Faris 
(1980 - 2019)

A memorial gathering of family
and friends will be held January
27, 2019 at 12:30 p.m. for
Audrey C. Nohlander Faris at
Descanso Town Hall in
Descanso, CA. Burial will be pri-
vate.

Audrey C. Bohlander Faris left
this world on December 17,
2018, age 38 years. Her family
and friends are heartbroken by
the loss. Audrey died at
Grossmont Hospital, San Diego.
She was a resident of Alpine, CA.
Audrey was born in Imperial
County on October 24, 1980, to
parents Judith Woods Robinson
and Richard W. Bohlander. She
attended primary school at Grace
Lutheran School in El Centro.
After that she relocated to
Holtville with her father where
she went to junior and senior high
school. She completed high
school while living in Campo.
Subsequently Audrey moved to
El Cajon and attended Mesa
College to become a registered
veterinary technician. She met
and married Mir Faris on October
20, 2007. They lived for a time in
La Mesa. Thereafter Audrey and
Mir moved to Alpine. Their fam-
ily increased to twins Pax and
Payton, age 7 and younger broth-
er Pace, age 4. Audrey continued
working part-time in the field of
animal health. As a young girl
Audrey was enamored with
horseback riding which contin-
ued until her early teens. After
that, her avocations came to
include desert camping and off-
road vehicle riding. Audrey was a
devoted and caring mother to her
children. Audrey is survived by
her husband, Mir Faris; three
children; parents, step-mother
and grandmother, among other
family. Many friends as well
mourn Audrey's loss.  
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Obituaries

County Board Approves Solar Farm Project 
BY MARIO CONDE

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors approved the
Laurel Cluster Solar Farm
Project at its Jan. 15 meeting.

The vote was 4-0 with
Supervisor Ray Castillo absent. 

The Laurel Big Rock Cluster
Solar Farms Project, known as
Big Rock, involves the construc-
tion of four utility-scale photo-
voltaic solar facilities on approx-
imately 1,380 acres of privately-
owned land. The four projects

would generate a combined total
of up to 325 megawatts annually. 

The project is located about
eight miles southwest of El
Centro near Interstate 8 and
Westside Road. It is located on
privately owned land and com-
mingles with the existing fully
operational Campo Verde solar
project owned by Southern
Power. 

The project will need approx-
imately 350 workers to construct
and  operational staff of up to five
full-time employees. County
Planning Director Jim Minnick

said the project developer has up
to three years to construct the
facility based on its agreement
with the county. 

Four conditional-use-permit
applications have been filed by
the project applicant, one for
each of the four projects. Each
project would include a ground
mounted photovoltaic solar
power generating system, sup-
porting structures, inverter mod-
ules, pad mounted transformers,
energy storage system, access
roads and perimeter fencing, an
operations and maintenance

building, and an on-site substa-
tion. 

The projects may share oper-
ations and maintenance build-
ings, energy storage systems,
substations, and transmission
facilities as necessary with one
another or with nearby existing
and planned solar projects, and
may be remotely operated. In
addition, a major component of
the projects would be restoration
of the project sites to agricultural
use in up to 40 years.

As part of the condition to
approve this project, the develop-

er agreed to enter into a public
benefit agreement, said Andy
Horne, county deputy chief exec-
utive officer. The projects should
generate approximately
$2,925,000 is sales tax revenue to
the county general fund. In addi-
tion, Horne told the board, agri-
cultural benefit payments are
estimated to be $2,222,000.
Community benefit payments
will be in a range of $1,510,410
to $2,415,000, depending on
whether the developer selects the
annual or lump sum payment
option. 
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SATURDAY,
JANUARY 5

STRANGE CHARACTER: At
1:25 a.m. a local convenience
store clerk reported that a strange
male subject had been in the store
asking him off questions.
Deputies were dispatched to
check on the suspicious man.
NOT HARD TO SPOT IF
YOU’RE THE ONLY ONE ON
THE ROAD: At 2:28 a.m. a
deputy reported pulling over a
motorist and giving him a warn-
ing about his speed and defective
vehicle lighting.
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON
THE PLACE: At 7:32 a.m. a
West Eighth Street resident
requested extra patrols of their
home, since they were going to
be leaving for the day. The word
was relayed to the deputies on
patrol.
VANDALIZED: At 8:52 a.m. a
Thiesen Road resident reported
that the back window of their
vehicle had been broken out by
someone during the night. A
deputy was sent to investigate the
incident.
LOST IN HOLTVILLE?: At
9:28 a.m. a deputy reported help-
ing someone who was lost and
needed directions.
ROUTINE CHECK: At 11:39
a.m. a deputy reported stopping
to check on a home on the west
side of town known to be vacant.
He later reported everything to be
fine.
RUNAWAY: At 9:05 p.m. a resi-
dent went to the local substation
and requested assistance in locat-
ing her underage daughter, who
she said had run away from
home. The address of a home in
El Centro where the girl might be
staying was provided, and the
police department there was

asked to go check and see if she
was there.

SUNDAY,
JANUARY 6

LATE-NIGHT FIGHT: At 2:40
a.m. a deputy was requested at an
apartment on Grape Avenue,
where the caller’s son was report-
ed to be having an argument with
his girlfriend.
HAD EVERYONE WOR-
RIED: At 2:32 p.m. a traffic
accident was reported to have
occurred on Bowker Road,
southwest of town, with a vehicle
ending up in a canal. No one was
found inside the vehicle and it
was later learned that the driver
had got a ride from the scene of
the accident and had arranged for
a tow truck to retrieve his vehi-
cle.
EMBEZZLEMENT: At 11:21
a.m. a deputy was requested on
Maple Avenue, where a caller
reported the theft of some money.
A deputy took a report on the sus-
pected embezzlement.
IT’S LEGAL BUT OBNOX-
IOUS: At 1:03 p.m. a deputy
reported being flagged down by
someone who complained about
neighbors smoking marijuana
and the smell travelling around
the neighborhood.
NEEDS HELP: At 8:46 p.m. a
caller reported that his nephew
was creating a disturbance,
throwing items around the house.
Deputies checked on the young
man and later reported that he
was being taken to the county
mental health facility to get help.

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 9

FALSE ALARM: At 7:21 a.m.
the burglar alarm was reported to
have been tripped at a home on
Evan Hewes Highway just out-

side of town. Deputies checked
on the residence and found no
signs of an attempted break-in.
LEFT IT UNLOCKED: At
8:47 a.m. deputies were request-
ed at a local business after an
employee arrived to find the front
door unlocked. The building was
searched but no one was found
inside. The manager said that
nothing appeared to have been
disturbed.
TRAILERS STOLEN: At
11:46 a.m. a caller reported the
theft of two flatbed agricultural
trailers from a field near Bailey
and Orchard Roads. A deputy
was dispatched and filed a report
on the stolen equipment.
OVERDOSE: At 1:23 p.m.
medical aid was requested at a
home on Holt Avenue, where an
elderly woman had reportedly
taken too much blood pressure
medication and was vomiting.
Firefighters and an ambulance
were dispatched.
ONE WAY TO DO IT: At 5:12
p.m. a caller reported two men
were trying to sell perfume out of
the trunk of a silver Mercedes
parked on East Fifth Street. They
were gone when a deputy arrived
but a couple of additional reports
about them were received a few
hours later in different parts of
town. Deputies found and spoke
with the men, who said they were
trying to promote their perfume
company but would be moving
on.
SWITCHING IDENTITIES:
At 5:19 p.m. the California
Highway Patrol advised sheriffS
dispatchers that one of their offi-
cers had stopped to check on a
pedestrian at Interstate 8 and
Orchard Road, and the man was
thought to be from Holtville but
was providing fake names. A

deputy was sent to assist and later
advised dispatchers that the CHP
had arrested the man.
LET OFF LIGHTLY: At 7:40
p.m. a deputy reported stopping a
driver at Seventh and Fern for a
stop sign violation. The woman
was let off with just a warning.
RUNNING LOOSE: At 12:49
a.m. a resident reported that a
large dog was running loose on
Webb Avenue and had almost
caused him to wreck his vehicle.
A deputy couldn’t find the dog
but kept an eye on the neighbor-
hood in case it reappeared.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 10

RENTAL DISPUTE: At 2:27
p.m. a resident spoke with a
deputy about a rental dispute. She
said she had been paying the
landlord in cash every month but

never received a receipt. She did
have a log of the payments that
she said she had made.
WE’LL KEEP IT DOWN: At
5:12 p.m. a complaint was
received about the loud music
coming from a local residence.
The caller thought it might be a
live band and asked that the vol-
ume be kept at a reasonable level.
A deputy spoke with the offend-
ing party and they agreed.
I DIDN’T DO IT: At 8:52 a.m.
deputies were called on to inter-
vene in a heated argument
between two men at a local resi-
dence. The homeowner said that
the other man suspected him of
doing something he hadn’t done
and wanted him to leave.
Deputies calmed things down
and sent the other man on his
way.

Still No ID On Wrong-Way Driver
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Even as mourning continues
for the family and friends of the
Calexico woman killed by a
wrong-way driver in El Centro
on Jan. 7, the identity of the other
driver remains unconfirmed,
authorities said.

Andrea Hernandez, a 30-
year-old mother of six, died at the
scene on Interstate 8 near
Dogwood Road when the sport-
utility vehicle she was driving
collided head-on with a van
whose driver has only been iden-
tified as a 75-year-old South
Carolina woman. 

California Highway Patrol

Officer Javier Amezcua
explained in a phone interview
on Jan. 11 the 75-year old driver
was to have her fingerprints
taken on Jan. 15 to verify her
identity and then notify her next
of kin prior to her identity being
made public. 

Continued on page 9

Border Patrol Arrests Sex
Offender

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents arrested a convicted
sex offender at 4:45 a.m. Monday
morning.

Agents assigned to the
Calexico Station, arrested a man
suspected of illegally entering the
U.S. approximately 11 miles east
of the Calexico Port of Entry.
The man was arrested and trans-
ported to the El Centro station to
confirm his identity and evaluate
his criminal and immigration his-
tory.

Agents were able to identify
the man as, Wilfredo Perez-
Aguilar, a 34-year-old
Guatemalan national and discov-
ered he is a convicted sex offend-
er. 

Perez-Aguilar was convicted
in Kentucky in 2005 for Sexual
Abuse/Rape of a Minor, under
the age of 12 and was subse-
quently sentenced to five years in
prison.  Perez-Aguilar was
deported in May of 2010 after
serving his sentence for the
Sexual Abuse/Rape of a Minor
conviction.  

"I am proud of our Border
Patrol agents for making this
arrest," said Chief Patrol Agent
Gloria I. Chavez. "Deported sex-
ual predators seeking to illegally
enter the U.S. will be prosecuted
to the fullest extent of the law."

Perez-Aguilar is being held in
Federal custody pending prose-
cution for Re-Entry after
Removal.

In fiscal year 2019, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents have
arrested and removed four con-
victed sex offenders attempting
to enter the United States illegal-
ly.

Border Patrol Arrests
Convicted Felon in Possession

of Loaded Firearm and
Narcotics 

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents working at the
Highway 86 immigration check-
point arrested an individual in
possession of narcotics and a
loaded firearm last Thursday
night.

The event occurred at around
10:08 p.m. when a 39-year-old
man driving a Nissan Sentra
accompanied by a passenger, a
45-year-old man, both United
States citizens, approached the
checkpoint.  During an immigra-
tion inspection, a Border Patrol
canine detection team alerted to
the vehicle.  Agents sent the vehi-
cle to secondary inspection for
further investigation.

During secondary inspection,
Border Patrol agents discovered a
.380 automatic pistol, metham-
phetamine, and paraphernalia.
Agents also discovered that the
passenger of the vehicle had an
extensive criminal record.

The total weight of the
methamphetamine discovered
was approximately 15.380
grams, with an estimated value of
$1,088.

"Our Border Patrol agents
stand vigilant day in and day out
enforcing laws to promote
national security and public safe-
ty," said Chief Patrol Agent
Gloria I. Chavez. "Encountering
armed individuals committing
other crimes illustrates the level
of danger Border Patrol agents
are exposed to on a daily basis."

The passenger of the vehicle,
weapon and contraband were all
turned over to the Imperial
County Sheriff's Office (ICSO)
for further investigation. The
driver and the Nissan Sentra were
released at the scene without fur-
ther incident.

Border Patrol News

Fellow Bowlers Nail Strikes To Help Children Of Woman Killed In Crash
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Imperial Valley's bowling com-
munity scored the equivalent of a
perfect 300 game when it stepped
up to raise funds for the children
left behind when one of their own
was recently killed by a wrong-
way driver in El Centro. 

Andrea Hernandez, 30, of
Calexico, died Jan. 7 at the scene

of a crash in which a vehicle driv-
ing the wrong way on Interstate 8
just west of Dogwood Road had a
head-on collision with her vehi-
cle. She was originally identified
by the county Coroner's Office as
Andrea Aguilar, 35, but that
information has since been
updated. 

The wrong-way driver, who
also died at the scene, has been
identified by authorities only as a

75-year-old woman from South
Carolina. Confirmation of her
name is pending completion of
an investigation. 

Hernandez is survived by six
children from ages four to 14. 

"When we heard about it
(fatal car crash) we asked, what
can we do about it?" said Patsy
Robinson,  president  of  the

Continued on page 8
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Stayed Tuned, Our Newly
Redesigned Website Is 

Coming Soon!!

BY MELANY LOPEZ

On November 3rd, Holtville FFA made their way to Indio High School for the Southern California Leadership  FFA Conference, where region and
state officers presented workshops for members to teach them beneficial skills that could be used in our daily lives. These

workshops were an hour long, and were spent by truly engaging the members of our region, so that they could truly understand the concept that
was being taught to them. This year two of the Holtville FFA members, Sarah Grizzle and David Lopez, were elected

to serve on the Southern California Regional Officer team. We enjoyed the skits performed by both region and state officers, and how they used
the skits to reveal this years theme. You could truly see the meaning and effort put into these skits, and how much

this organization strives them to form better leaders, and guide other members in a successful path.As chapter officers, we obtained new knowl-
edge of not only members around us, this organization, but most importantly we learned more about ourselves.

Southern California Leadership FFA Conference

SEVEN MEMBERS OF Southern Region were elected to serve this year.

DAVID LOPEZ, the Holtville FFA Chapter President, and
Southern Region FFA Vice President speaking to the members of
the southern region about the importance of leadership and agri-
culture.

SARAH GRIZZLE, the Southern Region FFA Secretary, also
informing the members about better ways to serve in their blue
corduroy jacket.
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Stone Of Hope Awards.........Continued from page one
instilled in the country. I received
the honor due to the civic-minded
duties I carry out."

The proceedings began with
the call to order by the Rev.
Denise Jackson, who then intro-
duced the honorees, after which
Isaac Morales and the Heber
Hawks drumline performed. The
theme of the event was "Respect
- A Basic Human Right" and
played off of the section of the
program honoring Aretha
Franklin, the late singer known
for her civil rights activism.

Martha Garcia, president of
Imperial Valley College, said,
"I'm filled with joy. It's really a
privilege to honor community
members that contribute to make
this community a better one to
live in and contribute to preserve
the legacy of Dr.  Martin Luther
King."

Referring to today's political
and racial climate and its correla-
tion with King's views, Garcia
said, "His teachings should defi-
nitely be emphasized today, espe-
cially when we're living what
we're living. The important thing
is to hold on to that dream of a
better life."

THE NINE HONOREES of the Stone of Hope awards from the Imperial Valley Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee pose for a
photo at the event held on Jan. 12 at Club Lohoo in Heber.

LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

Rev. Jared Moten speaks to the crowd at the Stone of Hope awards staged by the Imperial Valley
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee on Jan. 12 at Club Lohoo in Heber.

LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

CALEXICO CHRONICLE/HOLTVILLE Tribune/I.V. Weekly
Publisher Brenda Torres speaks at the “Stone of Hope” awards
luncheon on Jan. 12 at Club Lohoo in Heber. Torres was among
the nine honorees at the event held by the Imperial Valley Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Committee. COURTESY PHOTO

The caption on the front  of this Reider card that was hand colored in
Germany reads, " A Sheep Ranch in the Imperial Valley, Holtville, Cal."
and was published for the Holtville Pharmacy.  The message was written in
Holtville on Feb. 13, 1909 and is, "How is little Inah and Papa and Mama
and Auntie?  The wind is blowing hard down here, but every thing looks
green and in bloom.  We are having green peas for dinner come  and dine
with us.  Remember me to all.  Good bye. (signed) Mrs. N  Randall". The
card was addressed to Miss Inah Yoder of Garden City, Missouri and was
mailed from Holtville. There is no indication as to who owns the ranch. 

A Mrs.  A.  Peterson who lived on Emerson St. in Denver, Colorado received
this card that was mailed July 10, 1909 from El Centro, California. The  mes-
sage sent is, "  Dear Carol:  Postal rec'd- Thanks - send more as we love to
hear from you- Both feeling just fine & dandy- I never better with the excep-
tion of an attack of rheumatism some time ago of which I'm all cured now-
Terribly hot down here- How about Denver please write - Regards to Fred-
Sylvia & Adolph". The card was published by the Reider Company in Los
Angeles and printed and hand colored in Germany.  The printing on the front
of the card states: " Hotel El Centro, El Centro, Cal. on the S. P. Ry."
(Publisher's note: The message on the card has been quoted correctly.)

A George Griswold who lived at 618 Austin St., Los Angeles, California
received this card that was mailed from Brawley, California on Feb. 2,1909.
There was no message nor signature on the card. The printing on the bottom
left of the front of the card states, " Water Co. No. 8 Office, Brawley, Cal."
The card was hand colored in Germany for the Reider Publishing Company
in Los Angeles." 

This postcard of a public school in Holtville, California was made in
Germany for the Reider Company of Los Angeles and was used as an
advertising tool for the Ed E. Boyd Realty Company and  was printed and
hand colored in  Germany. The card was postmarked  on June 3, 1910 from
Holtville and sent to a person who lived on Franklin Street in Whittier,
California. The sender wrote "Public School at Holtville(,) Cal." on the front
of the card.    The message written is, " I am having the hot time of my life.
Will be home by Sat. night if possible. Cordially() Jno.  R.K

The postcards used on this page belong to the Carol Hann private collection.
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DSW SHOE STORE in El Centro is closing Jan. 26. According
to an unidentified store employee, the closure is due to unre-
solved differences regarding  the renewal of the store's lease.
Five full time and many part time employees will lose their jobs. 
Many racks at DSW shoe store have been cleared of merchan-
dise.

CAROL HANN PHOTO

Another Local Chain Store
To Close In Imperial Valley

County Helps Federal Employees Get Through Hard Times 
BY MARIO CONDE

While the nation is going
through the longest government
shutdown in history causing
many federal employees to not
receive a paycheck, the county
Social Services Department has
stepped up to help those affected.

On Jan. 14 the agency hosted
an event at its El Centro office to
assist federal employees who
have been furloughed or are
working without pay as a result
of the partial government shut
down. 

Agencies such as the
Employment Development
Department, Inland Fair
Housing, First Imperial Credit
Union and Sun Community
Federal Credit Union were avail-
able to answer questions and pro-
vide information to assist with

basic needs, loan deferments and
unemployment benefits. 

The Spread the Love charity
provided information about they
can help with utility payment
assistance and the Imperial
Irrigation District provided infor-
mation about options federal
employees can use if their elec-
tricity is in danger of being shut
off. 

The event was not open to the
media but officials discussed it
later.

The dispute between
President Donald Trump and
Democrats over a border wall has
partially shut down the federal
government since Dec. 22 leav-
ing 800,000 federal employees
without pay. 

Imperial County is not
immune from the impact as
Social Services official Javier
Duran noted about 200 local fed-

eral workers attended the event
and received information on how
to navigate the turbulent financial
waters they face.

"Each of the agencies will
provide information that will
help them answer questions
about their mortgage and finan-
cial advice and help them get
through the shut down," Duran
said.

Duran told the county Board
of Supervisors at its Jan. 15 meet-
ing Social Services is planning
another event for Jan. 22 but dur-
ing business hours so agency
staff can assist the federal
employees. The Jan. 14 session
was held in the evening. 

Also speaking at the board
meeting, El Centro City
Councilman Tomas Oliva said he
is thankful to Social Services for
its efforts.

The state is also chipping in

to help those affected.  
Duran read a press release to

the board stating that due to the
partial shutdown February
CalFresh (food stamps) benefits
for most participants will be
issued early between Jan. 16-20.
He added new applications con-
tinue to be accepted and
processed, and expedited services
are available when necessary. 

Meanwhile, Cathy Vizcarra,
an Employment Development
Department advisor in El Centro,
provided a press release that stat-
ed the agency on Jan. 11
announced it will provide unem-
ployment insurance to all federal
workers.

"As the shutdown enters its
third week with no prospect of
resolution, many workers find
themselves in financial distress
and unemployment benefits can
be an enormous help," Julie Su,

Labor and Workforce
Development Agency secretary,
stated in the release.

EDD's job estimates
notes there are about 245,000
federal workers in California.
According to the most recent
data, 779 federal workers had
filed for unemployment benefits
by the end of December.
But the Naval Air Facility El
Centro is apparently immune
from the shutdown impact, said
Kristopher Haugh, base public
affairs officer. The Department of
Defense is funded through the
end of the 2019 federal fiscal
year that ends Sept. 30. 

"We're all funded and none of
us are on furlough," stressed
Haugh. 

William Roller contributed to
this report.

Imperial Valley chapter of the
U.S. Bowling Congress. "It's def-
initely a group effort so, we all
got together and decided to do
something. The majority of us
bowl on Mondays, so when we
heard about it on Tuesday, we
hatched this plan."

Robinson and her U.S.
Bowling Congress board organ-
ized a 50/50 raffle on Jan. 8 at the
Strikezone bowling alley in El
Centro and raised $500 for
Hernandez's children. Bowlers
had one chance to bowl a strike
and collect half the value of their
raffle tickets.  Those who did not
get a strike had to donate all their
raffle ticket's value. Yet many
who did get a strike donated the
entire purse.

The 50/50 raffle continued
from Jan. 14-16, 16 noted
Robinson. "We hope we raise
twice as much because we'll have
twice as many teams (24)," said
Robinson. "We all knew her. She
started as a waitress (at the
Strikezone). Then she worked the
front counter. And when the alley
closed, we all went our separate
ways. Then it re-opened and
Andrea came back and joined the

league."
Hernandez was reportedly

driving home from bowling when
she was killed. 

Like many in the league they
only knew Hernandez as a
bowler or employee of the
Strikezone.

"I didn't know she had six
kids," said Robinson. "I think
anybody would have done the
same." 

Fred Curtis, owner of Leo's
Pro Shop Bowling Supply inside
the Strikezone, recalled when
Robinson approached him about
the 50/50 raffle he was all in
favor of it.

"I had the privilege of know-
ing her as an employee when we
first opened eight years ago." said
Curtis. "She also worked at ARC
(a nonprofit serving children with
developmental disabilities) that
helps kids by providing jobs." 

As long as he knew
Hernandez, Curtis recalled he
never saw her unhappy and noted
she was very outgoing and an all-
around nice person. 

"There's nothing we can do
to bring Andrea back but we're
doing as much as we can to help

her family," he said. "So far the
response is really good and we
hope the rest of the raffle events
are just as good."

One of the first to help with
the Hernandez children was
Matthew Cowie, a broker with
Prince & Associates Realtors. 

"We got involved because a
family member (Daniela
Hernandez) is one of our past
clients," said Cowie. "We didn't
establish the GoFundMe account
or the meal service plan. But we
tried to help her family by locat-
ing volunteers to drop off dona-
tions and get the community
involved."

Daniela Hernandez said in a
telephone interview the family is
stricken by the loss of Andrea
Hernandez and how it was espe-
cially a jolt to the children.

"But one of the things myself
and the family wants to empha-
size, we're overwhelmed by the
outpouring of love from the com-
munity," said Daniela Hernandez.
"It's just a testament to know how
wonderful Andrea was in real
life."

Fundraiser..........................from page five
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BY MARIO CONDE

While the investigation
into what caused the Dec. 8
Santo Tomas Swap Meet fire
continues, the city fire chief
said the operation was "not up
to code" prior to the blaze. 

Meanwhile, Chief Diego
Favila said the fire department
is awaiting the results of labora-

tory tests to complete the inves-
tigation into the cause of the
blaze. It fully shut down the
bustling swap meet for nearly
two weeks and only partial ven-
dor operations have been
allowed since.

While mum on the cause,
Favila said, "They did some
things really well and did some
things that were not up to code.
But they were working on it and

that plan now is for us to
address those issues that were
not in compliance," he said.

There have been annual
inspections of Santo Tomas by
the city, he added. 

"It was an unfortunate event
and fortunately nobody got
hurt. So we want to make sure
we keep it that way and the best
way to do that is to meet all the
requirements that they haven't
met yet and come to a positive
resolution," Favila said.

A change already made is
the city is now treating Santo
Tomas as a true swap meet,
meaning there will be no stor-
age of goods on site. 

Despite the partial open-
ing, there is still no date set for
a full opening, Favila added.
The fire shut down the entire
operation for nearly two weeks
and vendors were allowed to
resume sales in part of the swap
meet on Dec. 21.

"No one is still allowed to
work inside and are only
allowed to work on the south

end parking lot where they have
150 stalls," he added.

Favila said it was the Santo
Tomas merchants who pro-
posed using the south end park-
ing lot to sell their items. Favila
said coordination between the
city public works, building, fire
and police departments allowed
the city to grant a temporary-
use permit for a portion of
Santo Tomas.

"I think it's important to
allow them to do that because
we understand that a lot of busi-
ness was not being conducted.
If we can help as many (ven-
dors) as we can, then that is our
goal," Favila said. 

In order to obtain the tem-
porary permit the swap meet
needed to meet several require-
ments, including having busi-
ness hours be from sunrise to
sundown, no overnight storage,
and no flammables. There is a
fire extinguisher set up next to
each of the stalls in the parking
lot. 
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Luz Pyle (left) of LuLaRoe Clothing with volunteer models from
Imperial Valley Cancer Support Center during the fashion show
at the 2019 Schmooza Palooza business expo held at the Imperial
Valley Expo on Jan. 10. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

NEWLY ELECTED COUNTY Auditor-Controller Josue
Mercado hands out business cards at the 2019 Schmooza Palooza 
held at the Imperial Valley Expo on Jan. 10.

Schmooza.....from page one
business we get from here since
we collaborated with so many for
so long. But our customers sup-
port all the different chambers of
commerce and we feel a connec-
tion with them."

Sandra Valenzuela and
Bernadette Sanchez, senior loan
officers with Guild Mortgage
direct lenders, do business with
two other exhibitors, Exit Reality
and Capital Real Estate. 

While explaining the nature of

their relationship with other ven-
dors, Victor Platero, a Lamar
Advertising sales account execu-
tive,  dropped off his business
card. 

"Lamar owns about 90 percent
of the billboards in Imperial
Valley," said Sanchez. "The expo
is not necessarily a way to obtain
business but it is a good stepping
stone. Lots of businesses stop by
just to ask questions and that's a
way to get your name out there.”

Swap Meet Was 'Not Up To Code,' Fire Probe Continues Wrong-Way
Driver..........from
page five
County Deputy Coroner Emanuel
Ramirez said on Jan. 16 he had sent
the fingerprints to the FBI to con-
firm a match.  

Amezcua, meanwhile, recounted
the frantic effort of Highway Patrol
officers to prevent the fatal colli-
sion that occurred about 9:30 p.m.
on Jan. 7 in the eastbound lanes of
Interstate 8 just west of Dogwood
Road. The wrong-way driver was
heading west in the eastbound
lanes.  
After receiving a report of the
wrong-way driver officers located
the vehicle and attempted to alert
the driver of the van by flashing
emergency red and blue lights,
noted Amezcua.

"They also shined a flashlight at
her to get her attention, and she
looked over but she didn't seem to
understand the officers were trying
to warn of the danger. She was
unaware that she was driving the
wrong way," he said.

"What we gathered at the scene
was that no alcohol was involved
and both drivers were wearing seat
belts," he said. "Until an autopsy is
completed, we do not know if pre-
scription drugs was a factor."

JEANETTE MCLAUGHLIN COORDINATOR and Denise
Rogers, El Centro Chamber of Commerce board member at the
2019 Schmooza Palooza in Imperial, Jan. 10.



Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-010
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pur-
suant to  Health & Safety Code
section 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-010:
$38,400.00 U.S. Currency,  th
estimated/appraised value is
$38,400.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Highway 98
Rockwood Road, Calexico, CA
92231 in connection with viola-
tion of Penal Code Section 182

and Health and Safety Code
Section 11370.6.
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this proper-
ty, you must within 30 days of
the first day of the publication
of this Notice, file a verified
claim, stating your interest in
the seized property with the
Civil Department of the
Imperial County Superior
Court, 939 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243.
You must also provide the

Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control  number list-
ed above in any correspon-
dence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5734 
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Teri Ann Ivie, aka Teri A. Ivie,
aka Teri Ivie, aka Teri Ann
Stewart, aka Teri Ann Williams
CASE NUMBER:
EPR000389 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Teri Ann Ivie, aka
Teri A. Ivie, aka Teri Ive, aka
Teri Ann Stewart, aka Teri
Ann Williams
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: James E. Williams
and Vicki Williams in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate
requests that James E.
Williams and Vicki Williams

be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate
of the decedent.
The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to
the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 25, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within

the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of

any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL &
PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6142   
Publish: Jan. 10, 17, 24, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO

ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Pauline Zinn
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03504
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Pauline Zinn 
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate
requests that Imperial County
Public Administrator be
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any,
be admitted to probate.The will
and any codicils are available
for examination in the file kept
by the court.
The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to
the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: February 8, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243

If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
442-275-7000
Endorsed: Jan. 11, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6146    
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-020
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Renove Home Improvement
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Luis Orlando Guzman Uzarraga
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
Roberto Guadalupe Mosqueda
1957 Eshelman Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:

CoPartners
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name (s) listed above.
I, Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga Declare that all of the
information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Luis Orlando
Guzman Uzarraga
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 08, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8824         
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.
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To submit an obituary give us call at 
(760) 356-2995 

or email us the information: holtvillenews@aol.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8816        Publish: Dec. 20, 2018, Jan. 3, 10, 17, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-025
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Pro-Services
724 Emerson Ave. Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
Diaz Pro-Services, LLC
724 Emerson Ave., Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: January 8, 2019.
I, Pedro Jesus Diaz Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Pedro Jesus Diaz,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 11,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 10, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5735        
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-904
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
P&T Enterprises
338 W. Main St.
Calipatria, CA 92233
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 467
Calipatria, CA 92233
Full Name of Registrant:
Patrick Timothy Dockstader
505 W. Magnolia St.
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious

Business Name(s) listed above
on: September 1, 1996.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Patrick Timothy
Dockstader, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: December
14, 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: December 13, 2023. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6137  
Publish: Dec. 27, 2018, Jan. 3,
10, 17,  2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2018-02456-CA
A.P.N.:059-492-013-000
Property Address: 1029 F. Torres Street,
Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 12/10/2009.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Raul B. Alvarado and Adela
Alvarado, husband and wife as joint
tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 12/28/2009 as
Instrument No. 2009-035925 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 02/22/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 939 W. MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-

sonably estimated costs and other charges:
$ 238,448.43
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 1029 F. Torres
Street, Calexico, CA 92231 
A.P.N.: 059-492-013-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 238,448.43.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt

owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the

California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site http://www.altisource.com/
MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/Tr
usteeServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2018-02456-CA.
Information about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not imme-
diately be reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: January 4, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx

__________________________________
______________
Trustee Sale Assistant

WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019
Legal  8823

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

HOLTVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACCEPTING CITIZENS' OVERSIGHT COMMIT-

TEE MEMBER APPLICATIONS

NOTICE is hereby given that the Holtville Unified School District
is accepting applications from interested citizens to serve on the
District's independent oversight committee with respect to its gen-
eral obligation bonds approved by District voters at the November
6, 2018 election, known as Measure G.  The Committee consists of
seven members who meet, review and report on expenditures of
funds to ensure money is used only for voter-approved purposes.
Interested persons may obtain an application from the
Superintendent's Office, located at 621 East Sixth Street, Holtville,
CA 92250, or download the application from the District's website
at www.husd.net.  Applications are due by February 8, 2018 at the
office of the Superintendent.

Legal 8822
Publish: Jan. 10, 17, 2019



Holtville Tribune Thursday,  January 17, 2019  PAGE 12


	Tribune Sun Page 01
	Tribune Sun Page 02
	Tribune Sun Page 03
	Tribune Sun Page 04
	Tribune Sun Page 05
	Tribune Sun Page 06
	Tribune Sun Page 07
	Tribune Sun Page 08
	Tribune Sun Page 09
	Tribune Sun Page 10
	Tribune Sun Page 11
	Tribune Sun Page 12

