
Part 1

BY MARCIA R. 
JENNINGS  

The name Jeannette means
God is gracious. Some synonyms
for gracious are decorous, tactful
and ladylike. All connote a pastel
pink personality. This is jarring
when applied to Jeannette
Monroy of the Woman's Club of
Holtville. 

Gracious isn't the first thing
that comes to mind. There's no
denying that she can be gracious
(if she wants to), and there's cer-
tainly a je ne sais quoi about her.
But gracious? At first meeting
there are more obvious personal-
ity traits in play. For instance,
she's vocal, extremely funny, a
teller of stories, an attention-get-
ter, flamboyant, and somewhat of
a daredevil. But gracious?

However, some have noticed
that when it's her turn to speak at

the Woman's Club, if  they look
around, they'll see the half-smiles
and feel the expectation in the
audience. What is she going to
say now? But if you listen care-

fully to her patter, you realize that
somewhere in that six-foot-tall
body beats a heart of gold;

Continued on page 2

BY LUIS BURGOS

As a crowd gathered on the
steps of the Imperial County
Courthouse in El Centro on Jan.
21 to recognize the holiday hon-
oring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., at least one attendee had
connections to the era of the fall-
en civil rights activist.  

Rosalynd Esteen-Summers,
an El Centro resident and New
Orleans native,  recalled the
obstacles of being a young black
woman in the Deep South in the
1950s and 1960s and the hope
King nurtured.

"My mother marched with
Rev. King back then," said
Summers. 

"Dr. King made it clear
before the march that there would 

Continued on page 4
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Organizers of the Holtville
Athletic Club's 28th Annual Rib
Cook-Off say the event is cook-
ing the way mother nature meant
it to be--grilling over an open
fire, which simply tastes superior.

The top prize, $1,000, is
determined by the judge's choice
for best BBQ ribs and there also
prizes for best side dish, best
homemade pie and best booth,
explained Rudy Schaffner, an
event originator. But he sees the
club's reward as even larger.

"I have so many people come
up to us from the community and
say, 'I just want to shake your
hand,'" said Schaffner. "So, we
got to keep this up."

The annual extravaganza

kicks off at 10 a.m. on Jan. 26 at
Samaha Park in Holtville and
simmers along until all the ribs
are gone. Along with St. Louis-
style pork ribs (from a young pig,
juicy and tender) there is old
fashioned homemade ice cream
and classic keg root beer. 

All proceeds benefit school
athletics, Pop Warner football,
Little League baseball, education
such as robotics programs, bands,
FFA and just about any club
activity within Imperial Valley. 

"They're a great bunch of
people," said Schaffner. "Schools
get less and less each year and if
we didn't step up to the plate, I
don't know what they would do.
It gets kids off the couch and out
doing stuff that gets them excited
… what could be better?"

Continued on page 3

Mouth-Watering Rib
Cook-Off Fires Up
Outdoor Grills

HILTON SMITH OF the Imperial Valley chapter of Black Lives
Matter reenacts the “I Have a Dream” speech during a Jan. 21
ceremony honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the
Imperial County Courthouse in El Centro.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

School District
Seeks Citizen

Participation, Input

Some Employees Stoically
Endure Government Shut Down

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Some federal offices in
Imperial County were still being
staffed as the partial government
shutdown slogged into its second
month, albeit with reduced per-
sonnel or employees working
without getting paid.

Carlos Pitones, public
information officer for the El
Centro Sector of the U.S. Border
Patrol, explained on Jan. 17 he
was one of those considered
essential and therefore required
to continue to work despite not
getting paid. 

There are 900 agents in
the El Centro Sector and all are
affected in some way but Pitones
could not answer how many of
those were working without pay
or furloughed. He added no

agents have refused to come to
work even though they were
informed they would not be paid. 

"We're all hoping it will
soon come to an end," he said.

Border Patrol employees are
affected because they under the
oversight of the Department of
Homeland Security, which is
without funding due to the budg-
et impasse between President
Donald J. Trump and
Congressional Democrats. 

Meanwhile, military person-
nel at the Naval Air Facility El
Centro are spared because they
are under the Defense
Department that has already been
fully funded for 2019 fiscal year
that runs Oct. 1-Sept. 30, noted
Kris Haugh, base public affairs
officer.

Continued on page 4

JEANNETTE MONROY

For Jeannette Monroy 'Gracious'
May Not Be The Word 

"I Have A Dream" Reenacted
On Courthouse Steps 

Winners Announced For Holtville
Firefighters Association Contest

WINNERS OF THE logo design contest for the Holtville Firefighters Association are
pictured with Holtville High School art teacher Alfredo Guzman, Holtville High School
Principal Anthony Arevalo and Firefighter Eric Espinoza. The winners, all 11th-grade
students of Guzman’s art class, are: first place, Esteban Martinez, second place,
Stephanie Vasquez and third place, Lizette Gonzales. The logo will be used for new
shirts and stickers for the association.
FILE PHOTO

BY SHAWN CARROLL

Tuesday night’s meeting of
the Holtville Unified School
District Board of Trustees high-
lighted the need for the commu-
nity’s involvement in local
schools.

A report on the district’s
attendance policies pointed out
how important it is for students
not to miss school. The district
loses a considerable amount of
money for every day that a stu-
dent is absent, and it was noted
that excessive absences and tru-
ancies tend to lead to other prob-
lems with students.

The board also received a
brief update on school safety
plans. The plans are on the dis-
trict’s website

(www.holtville.k12.ca.is) and
additional suggestions on
changes or additions are sought
from parents and community
members.

Assistant Superintendent
John-Paul Wells told the board
that there has been no interest yet
from anyone interested in serving
on an oversight committee that
will keep an eye on how funds
from the recently passed school
bond measure will be spent.

The review board was a
requirement of the election meas-
ure, ensuring the $10 million that
will be raised from the bond sale
is only used for the construction
and improvements outlined in the
election wording.

The district has to take steps 

Continued on page 5
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Members Of The CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

JAN.24: Kellen Enz, Sophia Lyerly, Andrea Littleman, Liam Bannister,
Matthew Vogel, Judy Cradic, Jane Strahm.
JAN. 25: Kayah Tanori, Carolyn Ming, Arlene Van Bebber, Adeline Diaz.
JAN. 26: Vicki Lynn Cradic Heger
JAN. 27: Bethani Mariah Weaver, Tori F. Ward, Lizbeth Predmore, Jane
Kemp, Ray Johnson, Henry Nilson.
JAN. 28: Veronica A. Lopez, Morgan Nolta, Michael Vogel.
JAN.29: Shannon Hoyt Taylor Briseno, Troy Dollente
JAN. 30: Jennifer Walters, Teri Spangler, Chloe Frances Strahm.
JAN. 31: Carol Bernard-Crosby, Bryan Predmore, Dee Bradshaw.

Anniversaries
JAN. 25: Mr. & Mrs. Norberto Irungaray, Sr.
JAN. 28: Mr. & Mrs. Pat Kramer
JAN. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Peeks, Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Strahm
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Semana del 28 de enero 2019

El Desafío del Adolescente: El Manejo de Estrés, la Ira y la Atención
Plena

(Originalmente transmitido en diciembre 2017)
Los jóvenes y los adultos jóvenes se enfrentan a un mundo emergente de

teléfonos celulares, redes sociales, académicos, relaciones y padres; mientras
experimentan los cambios biológicos y los desafíos de la adolescencia. Esto
puede resultar en la producción de estrés o un enojo debilitante (internaliza-
do o exteriorizado). Las técnicas de atención plena, que son diseñadas hacia

los jóvenes, pueden ayudar. 

Dalia Pesqueira, LFMT
Terapeuta con Licencia Estatal

Supervisora de Servicios de Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes

Week of January 28, 2019

Teen Challenge: Stress, Anger Management & Mindfulness
(Originally aired on December 2017)

Youth and young adults face an emerging world of cellphones, social
media, academics, relationships, and parents, all while experiencing the bio-
logical changes and challenges of adolescence. Debilitating stress or anger,

internalized or externalized can result. Mindfulness techniques, framed
towards youth, can help. 

Dalia Pesqueira, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Program Supervisor
Youth and Young Adults Services
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Rotary Invitational Wrestling Tournament 
The 56th Annual Holtville Rotary Club Invitational
Wrestling Tournament gets underway in the
Holtville High School gymnasium Friday. January
25, with the first rounds of competition expected to
get underway at 1 p.m. Wrestlers take to the mats
again at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, with the finals
expected to begin at 5 p.m.

Holtville Athletic Club Rib Cook-Off 
The 28th Annual Holtville Athletic Club’s Rib Cook-
Off will be held on Saturday, January 26. Serving
begins at 10 a.m. and will continue until all the ribs
are gone. There will be $10,000 in prizes for the
teams competing, and small contests will be held for
local cooks to take part in. The three bands perform-
ing include IV Blues, Megan Strahm and the True
Blues and Eevaan Tre’ & The Show. For more infor-
mation, visit the event website at www.holtville.net.

Imperial Valley  Women Mentors
New Year, Better You! Imperial Valley Women
Mentors  are sponsoring this FREE Event where
you’ll be supported to continue your 2019 goals for
mind, health, body, money, fashion, and wellness.
Bring a friend or two! Be prepared to take away
helpful tips from these experts. Sat., January 26,
11:30am-2:00pm, location Fitness Oasis, 504 W.
Aten, Rd. Imperial. Contact: Cheryl Von Flue (760)
353-9932 Jessica Diaz (760) 498-8839 You can
count on awesome door prizes and more!

Bingo Bingo Bingo! 
Join us at The American Legion and Auxiliary
Bradley-Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, Corner of 6th
& Cedar Ave. Thurs., Jan. 31. Doors open at 5 p.m.
Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Public is welcome. Please
support our Veterans and Active Duty Service
Members, they support you!

Community Calendar

Monroy................from page one
unassuming, helpful, and will-

ing to poke fun at herself. 
God is indeed gracious. He

gave the Woman's Club Jeannette
and for that its members are indeed
thankful for all the laughter she
brings.

Nothing brings across
Jeannette's personality more clear-
ly than the following story she
tells. It takes place during the time
she, her mother and father were liv-
ing in a small house in Tulare. For
four years she was an only child
having no complaints about the sta-
tus quo. Then, as she tells it, "dis-
aster struck." Her sister, Laura, was
born.

"Laura was a complete angel,
with blond hair," she says, "Cute,
sweet, plump, precious, and had
rosy cheeks." 

Sighing she says, "I was the
complete opposite. I would always
be up to all kinds of stuff and get-
ting into trouble. Like getting
under a horse to see if he was a boy
or a girl. Then, as if that weren't
enough, about the time Laura start-
ed walking, mom told me it was
time for me to go to kinder and I
sure didn't want to go."

This is where the story starts
getting interesting. 

"I soon figured out that if I
threw a fit and cried enough, the
school would call my mom to come
and get me." 

"Why didn't you want to go to
kinder?" she is asked. 

"Because I thought that at
home mom and Laura could be
doing something really, really
interesting, you know?" she
explains 

Long story short, she pulled so
many of these little tantrums that
eventually the school called her
mom one more time. When she
arrived to pick up Jeannette, they
told her to please not bring her
back. Can you imagine? This is the
beginning of Jeannette's education,
she is her mom's first child, and she
is expelled from kinder!

It was a hard blow. 
"My mother was so humiliated

that I think that's why we moved to
Holtville," Jeannette recalls.

At least that's what Jeannette
says. Whether this is true or not,
the fact remains that in 1958 they
did indeed move from Tulare to
Holtville in a travel trailer. That
same travel trailer was set up in a
trailer park that back then stood in
front of Finley School. Life went
on, despite the tragedies, and at six
years old, Jeannette was enrolled in
first grade at Finley.

"How did you behave then?" I
ask.

"E-x-e-m-p-l-a-r-y! I was an
exemplary child," she says with a
little smile, and nodding in satis-
faction.

Asked how that happened she
continues, "Well, I might of had a

little prompting from home.
Besides, who wants to stay home in
a little trailer?"

A deeper probe reveals what
kind of grades she received. 

"Well, I never got As, unless I
really liked a subject. But I made
Bs and Cs," she says this with a
straight face, completely ignoring
the incongruity.

Asked if she had not said she
was an "exemplary" child, with the
delivery and timing of a comic, she
drawls, "Well, I might have exag-
gerated a little."

End of story.
Sam and Mary (Dolly) Bryant

were Jeannette's parents. Her dad
was from Missouri and her mom
from Oklahoma. The both met in
Strathmore, which is located in
Tulare County. 

"They were both food tramps."
Jeannette says.

Asked to clarify since the term
is "fruit tramps," she adds, "You
know, field workers who followed
the harvests in California. Their
story could have been plagiarized
from The Grapes of Wrath.
Anyway, mom had a sense of
humor, but dad was serious. They
both eloped the minute mom
turned 18."

Asked how her parents' parents
felt about that, she sighs, " O h ,
their parents loaned them a truck,
they made them sandwiches, and
my mom made herself a brand new
suit. Then they both headed off to
Vegas."

"So you mean they had their par-
ent's blessings, then?" 

"Yeah, that's the way it hap-
pened." 

Elope means "run away secretly
. . . especially without parental con-
sent."

A pattern emerges. Her natural
use of an embellished vocabulary:
choosing words for drama, without
adhering to their accepted mean-
ings.

For a while after her parents
were married, they lived near her
maternal grandmother. Jeannette
has nothing but fond memories
about this time:

"Grandma Durham had a little
dairy farm. I used to love all the
animals."

But with the help of the GI Bill
(her father had been in the Navy),
her parents were able to buy the
home in Tulare, thereby ending this
idyllic segment of her life. And it
was from Tulare, after the traumat-
ic kinder incident, that they made
the aforementioned climactic deci-
sion to move to Holtville.

Part II of Jeannette Monroy's
story will be published in the Jan.

31 issue of the 
Holtville Tribune.     

Marcia R. Jennings is a member
of the Holtville Woman's Club.

Government Shutdown Forces
Cancellation Of Discover The Desert Day

The United Desert Gateway,
in conjunction with its partners,
regrets to inform the public that
due to the continued government
shutdown, the Discover the
Desert Day event planned for
February 2, 2019 at the Buttercup
Ranger Station in the Imperial
Sand Dunes Recreation Area is

cancelled. This family friendly
event is held to celebrate filming
on public lands, and specifically
“Return of the Jedi” from the
much beloved Star Wars fran-
chise.

“We appreciate the support of
our local businesses and volun-
teers, and the public for their

enthusiasm regarding the event,
but at this time we are unable to
effectively plan a quality event
and therefore must cancel,” said
United Desert Gateway’s Charla
Teeters.

For further information con-
tact Teeters at (760) 791-1856.
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Holtville High School Announces Principal’s List And Honor Roll
Holtville High School has

released its 2018-19 Principal’s
List and Honor Roll. 

School counselors say there
are an unusually high number of
students, particularly seniors,
who qualified for honors. 

The Holtville Tribune con-
gratulates these exceptional stu-
dents for their academic achieve-
ments.

Principal's List
4.0 and Higher

SENIORS
Cruz Arellano
Jocelin Bacud
Valen Burfield
Joslid Castro
Caleb Chambers
Brianna Delgadillo
Kylie Dizon
Priscila Gamez
Alan Garcia
Domeniq Garnett
Arianna Gonzalez-Vizcarra
Sarah Grizzle
Gabriel Hernandez
Angel Higuera
Seth Hilfiker
Evan Howard
Ricardo Iniguez
Amaya Irungaray
Michael Kirby
Aimee Larios
Andrea Lazos
Nohely Lopez-Espinoza
David Lopez-Larios
Jaila Marquez
Adrian Martinez
Jazmine Mendoza-Ramirez
Kevin Mesa Felix
Jonathan Osuna
Vivienne Pacheco
Constance Pascua

Keeley Poloni
Yvette Rios
Dylan Robb
Benjamin Rolfe
Clifford Schneider IV
Alexa Strahm
Vanessa Sussex

JUNIORS
Miriam Alamo
Sebastian Aviles
Aissah Barajas
Juniors (continued)
Ann-Elise Dover
Eduardo Garcia
Isbed Garcia Medina
Lizeth Gonzalez
Hadley Guillen
Abigail Hester
Ella Hoyt
Jonathan McClure
Alec Morgan
Kayla Nunez
Salvador Ornelas
Fabian Rendon
Andy Rios
Amelie Strahm
Yesenia Ulloa-Maldonado
Cesar Valenzuela Carranza
Estefany Vasquez Mariz
Esmeralda Venegas
Andrea White

SOPHOMORES
Brytany Castro
Manuel Ceceno
Rachel Chambers
Caitlin Garcia
Abigail Garewal
Leonela Gonzalez
Norberto Irungaray III
Javier Jimenez
Ryder Merten
Ashley Meza
Joanna Rios
Inez Rosales
Lexis Smith
Mia Sotelo

Amanda Strahm
Carolina Valdes
Alonzo Valenzuela
Raul Vasquez
Nicholas Villegas
Jonathan Villagomez Bastidas 

FRESHMEN
Orian Anderson
Khianna Bruce
Freshman (continued)
Rafael Espinoza
Vallerie Estrada
Jared Garewal
Donovan Johnston
Payton Iten
Dorian Maize
Kayla Morgan
Melanie Orozco-Gonzalez
Sarah Phillips
Roger Rolfe
Domina Still
Vera Smith
Chloe Strahm
Ana Tolentino
Gisele Valdovinos
Mariah Velasco
Bianca Verdugo 

Honor Roll
3.50-3.99

SENIORS
Sadie Allegranza
Miguel Bastidas
Antonio Camacho
Jose Eduardo Cardenas
Dylan Cartee
Caitlyn Childers
Belen Flores
Francisco Garcia Saldana
Karem Gastelum Reynoso
Luke Hernandez
Gloria Ibarra-Garcia
Joseph Larios
Anthony Loya
Sean McLaughlin
Samantha Osuna 

Fernanda Puentes Lopez
Andrew Silva
Guillermo Silva, Jr. 
Ethan Strahm
Destiny Torres
Jazmine Torres 
Michael Toten
Nallely Velasco

JUNIORS
Devon Alvarez
Alexis Bojorquez
Timotea Bojorquez
Kayla Bravo
Ivan Fonseca Campos
Lissa Cota
Isabella Estrada Trejo
Jacqueline Rendon
Andree Rodriguez
Nayeli Garcia
David Heraldez
Noah Jongeward
Michelle Lamas
Alexandra Lezama-Soto
Jennifer Lopez Ceniceros
Eric Magallon
Juniors (continued)
Noriz Palomera Gabriel
Connor Ripley
Estrella Salas
Miguel Salas
Emily Soto
Mary Jane Supnet
Nancy Vargas
Mariana Vasquez Mariz
Tanya Velarde 

SOPHMORES
Audrey Rose Abatti 
Alonzo Ambrocio
Maria Ayala
Jose Devoux
Emily Espinoza
Isidro Garcia
Zamara Gutierrez
Alan Jimenez
Melany Lopez
Natalia Lozano

Jennifer Morales
Maya Munger
Abraham Ramos
Lucia Rangel Contreras
Sasha Silva
Madison Singh
Luke Van Der Linden
Toni Vargas
Priscilla Velasco
Rodrigo Villarreal Villagomez
Larissa Wilson 

FRESHMEN
Michelle Ambrosio
Alyssa Barber
Chloe Dizon
Mariel Estrada
Rafael Gallo
Andres Garcia Barba
Alondra Garcia Cabrera
Rachelle Gasca Magallon
Javier Hurtado
Delany Ledesma
Nahomi Leon Gutierrez
Freshman (continued)
Kassandra Mendez
Gabriel Panalez
Linay Pantoja
Christian Parra
Jasmine Reyes
Angel Romero
Paola Romo
Arianna Ruiz
Hector Soto 
Emily Stacey
Arianna Venegas

Rib Coof-Off.........from page one
One of the perennial cooking

teams will be The Misfits com-
prised of captains Ross Daniels
and Jose Larios, so named
because they just got thrown into
it, explained Daniels.    

"We lead the charge and
we'll set up on Friday (Jan. 25),"
said Daniels. "We'll have a
Traeger Grill (wood pellet), a
smoker with six racks. And we'll
have an array of different-sized
charcoal grills." 

In addition, The Misfits will
have a side dish, George Morris'
famous chili beans. Also on
Friday, the team unpacks its grills
at Samaha Park along with dining
tables for guests and tables where
they set up a cutting station that
turns into a server station on
Saturday.

Daniels and Larios will
be out at the park on Saturday at
5 a.m. and start in with the sea-
soning, usually a Cajun-style
spice rub that Larios comes up
with. 

"We'll cook the ribs
nice and slow until they're tender
and juicy on the inside, so the
meat falls right off the bone,"
said Daniels. 

Aside setting up the
power for one of the grills on
Friday, the rest is just shopping
for supplies the week before.
Daniels and Larios will purchase
the little boats to serve the ribs in,
along with the tin foil to keep
them warm, the wood pellets,

charcoal and cups to serve chili. 
"What keeps us at it?

It's just a fun event," said
Daniels. "It builds up cama-
raderie and it gives back Holtville
schools and Imperial Valley
youth athletics. We like to spread
around the proceeds because
everybody needs help."

Three bands will be per-
forming at the event: IV blues,
Megan Strahm and the True
Blues, and Eevaan Tre' & The
Show. Major sponsors include
KXO Radio, La Brucherie
Irrigation Supply, Telemundo,
Barbara Worth Country Club &
Resort, KYMA 11, Humble
Farmer Brewing, LATV, Smart
and Final, Univision and Lucky
Supermarket.

Schaffner warns those
planning to attend should not to
dawdle since they'll be prepping
for a crowd of up to 12,000. 

"We'll be selling out," he cau-
tioned. "We'll be here a long two
days-- but we'll see it through."



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A landing-gear malfunction
caused a Blue Angels pilot to
make a hard landing on a runway
at the Naval Air Facility El
Centro on Jan. 22 and while the
pilot escaped injury his bright
blue F/A18 Hornet jet was dam-
aged, a military official reported.

"The pilot was not injured
and we received no information
this mechanical breakdown will
impact the March 16 El Centro
Air Show," said Kris Haugh,
NAFEC public affairs officer. 

Haugh added the base con-
tinues with air show planning
and referred further inquiry to
Lt. Michelle Tucker, Chief of
Naval Air Training Public
Affairs.

Tucker declined to release
the pilot's name in interest of
protecting his privacy. 

"But he did a wonderful job
of landing the aircraft safely fol-
lowing standard operating proce-
dure when aircraft malfunction,"
she said. 

The landing gear at the front
of the jet were properly extended
as well as the right rear landing

gear but the left one was not
extended, Tucker noted. Once
the jet touched down on the run-
way the right rear landing gear
collapsed.

"The pilot got instrument
indications the landing gear was
malfunctioning in flight," said
Tucker. "Yet he followed flight
procedure on emergency land-
ing."

The Navy is unsure why the
left rear landing gear failed and
are conducting an investigation.
The pilot did exactly what he
was supposed to do land safely,

she stressed. 
"The airman is now med-

ically cleared to fly and will con-
tinue to train," she added. "The
flight demonstration squadron
already arrived with extra jets in
order to allow for maintenance
while the others are in training."

She added it is uncertain if
the aircraft is salvageable but if
it is cost effective it will be
restored. A complete investiga-
tion is likely to take some time
and she does not anticipate fur-
ther updates this week. 

F/A 18 Hornets cost $29 mil-

lion, according to the Navy web-
site.

The Blue Angels conduct
winter training at NAFEC
through mid-March in prepara-
tion for the 2019 air show sea-
son. The squadron is scheduled
to present 61 flight demonstra-
tions at 32 locations across the
U.S. to showcase the profession-
alism of the U.S. Navy and
Marine Corps to the American
public. 
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Obituaries
Joan Van Doren Gay

1929-2019

Services were held January
18 in Trinity Lutheran Church,
Okmulgee, Ok., for Meta Joan
Van Doren Gay, 89, a former res-
ident of El Centro who had been
a resident of Okmulgee since
2002.

Mrs. Gay, a retired educator,
died January 7 in Okmulgee.

She was preceded in death by
her husband of 58 years, Homer
Franklin (Chris) Gay and her par-
ents, Paul and Meta Van Doren.

Mrs. Gay was a lifelong
musician and educator who
taught music, art and English at
the middle school and high
school level. From the mid-1960s
until her retirement in 1989, Mrs.
Gay taught at  Central Union
High School, where she also
directed choral programs. She
also taught in the Mariana Islands
on Guam as well as Comstock
Park, Mi and El Cajon, Ca.

In the 1950s, Mrs. Gay was
principal flutist for the
Shreveport, La., Symphony
Orchestra. She was also involved
in a number of other organiza-
tions, including PEO, the profes-
sional music fraternity Sigma
Alpha Iota and the education fra-
ternity Phi Delta Kappa.

Mrs. Gay is survived by three
sons, Bruce Gay (Katie), China;
Christopher Gay (Simone),
California; and Jon Gay (Eileen),
Nevada; grandchildren Sarah
Ruut (Harry), Texas; Sean Gay
(Terrace), Idaho; Ian Gay
(Brittney), California; Ryan Gay,
Switzerland; ten great grandchil-
dren, Andrew, Michael, Hannah,

and Stephan Harden (Texas);
Caleb, Joshua, Braydon (Idaho),
Nathan, Audrey, and Calvin Gay
(California); and a host of nieces,
nephews including William Gay
(Sue) of El Centro. 

Contributions may be made
to Trinity Lutheran Church in
Okmulgee or Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, PO Box
12268, Newport News, VA
23612.  

Art Ramirez 
1936 - 2019

A Celebration of Life will be
hosted for Art Ramirez at the
family's home. 

Art Ramirez, 82, of El Centro
passed away on Friday, January
11, 2019. He was born on March
5, 1936 in Holtville, CA. Art's
wife, Anita Ramirez, resides in El
Centro. Art was a 1955 graduate
of Central Union High school.
Art played football for CUHS
and won the CIF championship.
He loved playing and has contin-
ued to support and attend all of
the high school football games.

In March 2012, Art was inducted
into the Imperial Valley Football
Players Hall of Fame! Art loved
his family and enjoyed spending
time with them. 

Art liked to have many back-
yard parties. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Gloria and
George Ramirez; brother,
Richard Ramirez and Lenore
Goff. Art is survived by his wife
Anita; son, Arturo Ramirez; step
sons, Douglas, Frank and Paul
Lough; brother, George Ramirez;
nephews, Greg, Rick, George and
Robert Ramirez; nieces, Patsy
Jernigan, Rene Dawe Denise
Rudolph and Becky Mc Geehan.

Madge Widmann 
1927 - 2018

Graveside service will be held
on Monday, January 28, 2019 at
10:30 a.m. for Madge Widmann
at Evergreen Cemetery in El
Centro, CA. The family suggests
memorials go to Accent Care,
Hospice Care Foundation.

Madge Widmann, 91, of
Holtville, passed away of natural

causes on Sunday, December 23,
2018 at her home in Holtville.
Madge was born on April 2, 1927
in Chicago, Illinois. She and her
family moved to San Diego, CA
when she was about 14 years old.
She graduated from Hoover High
School in San Diego. On June 23,
1946 she married the love of her
life, John Widmann in Yuma, AZ.
They were living in Calipatria,
CA and then in 1962 they moved
to Holtville. Madge and her hus-
band had two successful busi-
nesses J&M Cafe and Webb Mfg.
Co. Madge was a lifetime mem-
ber of Soroptimist and a member
of the American Legion
Auxiliary for 65 years. She was
preceded in death by her hus-
band, John Widmann; daughters,
Jeanne Widmann and Sandi
Widmann. She is survived by
daughters, Donna St. Pierre
(Steve) and Beverly Smith;
numerous grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.  

MLK.........................................from page one
be retaliation, and to expect

angry folk to strike them and even
spit at them, and urged the partic-
ipants of the march to not make
any sort of response, no matter
what," she added. "I remember
my mother telling me that at that
moment, she felt like she would-
n't be able to remain composed if
it came down to that, and would
spit back or do whatever she had
to do in order to show she wasn't
just going to take it."

Demonstrative of King's
impact, there were no such fears
of retaliation as Esteen-Summers
and many others awaited the
reenacting King's acclaimed "I
Have a Dream Speech" originally
delivered on Aug. 28, 1963. The
event was organized by the
Martin Luther King Committee of
the 

Imperial Valley in conjunc-
tion with the Imperial Valley
chapter of the Black Lives Matter
movement.

Still, such recognition
remains a reminder not only of
achievements earned but of work
yet left to do, organizers said.

"I think the interest in Dr.

King is high today due to what's
going on today," said Marlene
Thomas, King Committee coordi-
nator.

"People have realized that we
are all part of the human race, and
whatever affects one group of us
will somehow affect another
group," she added. "And now we
are all seeing the ills of our gov-
ernment at the present, which also
reminds one of King's teachings.
Even though the civil rights
movement began with the inhu-
mane treatment of blacks, it also
spilled over onto the Latino and
Asian populations, amongst oth-
ers. So it's important that we don't
forget his teachings."

Among those in attendance
were some of the recipients of the
King Committee's Stone of Hope
Awards presented on Jan. 12,
including Rusty Garcia, Tim
Blankenship and Brenda Torres.
They were recognized as the
event began to widespread
applause.

As local Black Lives Matter
coordinator Hilton Smith was
busy making final preparations
for the ceremony he recalled the

significance of the day.
"Today we are honoring and

recognizing the legacy of one of
the greatest moral leaders of the
20th Century," Smith said. "Dr.
King. He moved the country and
shook it to its core. Seeing the
current political climate, it's
important to remember that Dr.
King fought alongside Cesar
Chavez in favor of immigration
reform and voting rights." 

Later, Smith delivered the
reenactment of the most famous
part of King's speech. Esteen-
Summers reflected on her moth-
er's story of what it was like to be
present when the civil rights
leader spoke.

"The march finally came
around, and sure enough, there
was a violent response to it.
However, to the surprise of my
mother, Dr. King emitted such a
powerful yet peaceful aura
throughout the whole ordeal that
she simply followed his lead and
never felt the urge to strike back.
He was a powerful leader," she
said.

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON
PAGE 16

Blue Angels Pilot Makes Hard Landing, No Injury Reported

Shutdown...........from page one
At the Sonny Bono Salton Sea
National Wildlife Refuge near
Calipatria assistant manager
Thomas Anderson explained the
facility is working with a crew of
two who are on exempt status
while the remaining seven per-
sonnel are on furlough until the
government re-opens. The two
remaining employees are princi-
pally there to monitor equipment
and clean up refuse.

At the El Centro Internal
Revenue Office, a recording
informs callers that owing to the
current budget situation all IRS
Offices are closed and will
resume normal operations as
soon as possible. 

The IRS recording also
explained that under federal law
all tax payments and filing dead-
lines remain in effect. People are
urged to file and pay their taxes
as normal. There are still many
self-service tools available and
the IRS encouraged people to
visit www.irs.gov for the latest
information.

Meanwhile, local efforts
were underway to assist federal
workers feeling the shutdown
pinch. Several cities offered tem-
porary clemency for payment of
utility bills and the county
Department of Social Services on
Jan. 22 held a second forum to
connect those workers with assis-
tance. 
"The event (on Jan. 22) had 120
people that attended and we are
not sure if we will have another
event yet," Javier Duran, Social
Services deputy director, stated in
an e-mail.
The first event on Jan. 14 attract-
ed about 200 federal employees 
The events included the state
Employment Development
Department, Inland Fair
Housing, First Imperial Credit
Union and Sun Community
Federal Credit Union on hand to
assist with basic needs, loan
deferments and unemployment
benefits.
Mario Conde contributed to this
report.
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THURSDAY,
JANUARY 10

JUST WAITING: At 7:43 p.m.
a deputy advised dispatchers that
he was going to stop and question
someone who looked to be loiter-
ing outside a local store. The man
said that he was just waiting for a
friend. A few hours later, the man
was still there and had been
joined by his friend.

FRIDAY,
JANUARY 11

LATE-NIGHT WALK: At
12:10 a.m. a deputy reported
checking on a pedestrian, who
said he was walking home from a
friend’s house.
PROBABLY WOULDN’T
HAVE LASTED THE NIGHT:
At 12:45 a.m. a deputy advised
dispatchers that he had spotted a
car with its trunk open outside a
residence, with tools visible
inside. The owner was advised
that it was open and went out to
close the trunk lid.
BLOCKED IN: At 12:24 p.m. a
call was received about a parked
vehicle blocking a resident’s
driveway. The owner of the car
was located nearby and agreed to
move it.
PUSHED YOUR LUCK A LIT-
TLE TOO FAR: At 12:52 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping a vehi-
cle and discovering the driver in
violation of a number of traffic
regulations. The driver was cited
for not having a valid license,
driving without proof of insur-
ance and a burned-out taillight.
The vehicle was locked up and
left at the scene for a licensed
driver to pick up later.
NOT FOLLOWING THE
AGREEMENT: At 2:54 p.m. a
resident called and asked that a
deputy take a report on a viola-
tion in an ongoing child custody
dispute. A deputy obliged.
CAUSING PROBLEMS: At
4:27 p.m. a couple of 911 hangup
calls were received at the dis-
patch center. Contact was made
with the resident who made the
calls, and who said that their
adult son was causing a distur-
bance at the family home.
Deputies were dispatched to
mediate the dispute.

MONDAY,
JANUARY 14

BEHAVING STRANGELY: At
4:00 p.m. a resident called sher-
iffs because there was an older
woman who seemed like she
might be under the influence of
something talking to herself and
throwing things at homes in the
area of Seventh and Cedar. The
woman was said to be walking
southbound but wasn’t immedi-
ately located. A short time later,
someone saw her going in and
out of businesses nearby and
deputies were sent to talk to her.
TAKEN BACK: At 5:02 p.m. a
repossession company employee
advised dispatchers that they
were towing away a 2017 Toyota
from in front of a local residence.
The owner of the vehicle was
reportedly aware of the action.
LOOKS LOST: At 5:13 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping to
check on a child at Sixth and
Holt. The boy was later turned
over to his mother.
VANDALIZED SOME-
THING?: At 8:27 p.m. a caller
reported finding broken glass in
the street in front of her home.
She said that she couldn’t find
any damage to vehicles parked
out front and added that a neigh-
bor had seen three juveniles run-
ning from the area a few minutes
before who might have been
responsible for the broken glass.
A deputy was sent to try and find
them.
POSSIBLE PROWLER: At
11:13 p.m. a caller reported that
her mother had just told her that
she saw a shadow outside her
window on Wooldridge Avenue.
The caller said that she was on
her way to her mother’s home
and wanted a deputy to check
around the house. No signs of
any suspicious activity were
found.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 17

TIME TO GET UP AND GO:
At 7:19 a.m. a mother called and
said that she couldn’t get her 10-
year-old to get up and get ready
for school. A deputy talked with
the youngster and he saw the
error in his ways.

STOLEN PUMP: At 11:17 a.m.
a water pump was reportedly
stolen in the Holtville area. A
deputy was dispatched to take a
report on the incident.
STRANGE BEHAVIOR: At
5:08 p.m. a resident reported a
suspicious male subject knocking
on doors in her neighborhood.
The man, who was described as
being blonde and in his 30s,
looked like he was an employee
of the cable company but the
caller said that he had been in the
area for hours and she had seen
him yesterday as well. There was
also no company vehicle reported
to be visible anywhere nearby.
Deputies were dispatched to
question the man.
BAD FOR THE BRAIN: At
5:22 p.m. a caller reported seeing
an adult male walking along and
appearing to snort something
from a spray can. A deputy was
sent to talk to the man.
UP TO NO GOOD: At 6:23
p.m. a caller reported a suspi-
cious vehicle parked in the area
and suspected there was drug
dealing going on. Extra patrols of
the neighborhood were request-
ed.
DRINK IN PUBLIC: At 9:50
p.m. a deputy reported being
flagged down and told that there
was a woman at the donut shop
who appeared to be drunk.
Deputies went to the business but
the woman had already left.

FRIDAY,
JANUARY 18

THE RULES ARE FOR
EVERYONE: At 1:51 a.m. a
deputy reported stopping some-
one on a bicycle and advising the
man that he needed to have lights
on his bike if he was going to ride
at night.
TICKET AND A TOW: At 2:06
a.m. a deputy reported pulling
over a driver and issuing a cita-
tion for an unspecified offense.

The vehicle was impounded.
NOT HERSELF TODAY: At
5:36 a.m. medical aid was dis-
patched for a woman who called
911 and said that she was home
alone and wasn’t feeling right.
STOLEN SCOOTER: At 3:12
p.m. a resident reported the theft
of a battery-powered mobility
scooter about 15 minutes before.
The scooter belonged to a friend
who was visiting the caller.
Deputies spoke with the owner
and then began a search of the
area in hopes the scooter could be
found.
INJURED CANINE: At 4:59
p.m. a caller reported finding a
dog lying beside the roadway
after apparently being hit by a
car. The dog was reported to be
bleeding. A deputy and someone
from the city’s public works
department were dispatched.

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 19

JUST TALKING: At 12:30 a.m.
a deputy advised dispatchers that
he would be stopping to check on
the occupants of a pickup parked
at Eighth and Beale. The people
inside said they were just talking
and the deputy continued on his
rounds.

SUNDAY,
JANUARY 20

NEEDLE FOUND: At 2:46
p.m. a female caller reported
finding a syringe laying beside
the sidewalk next to the ballfield
near the corner of Seventh and
Palm. A deputy picked it up for
proper disposal.
FAMILY FEUD: At 4:51 p.m.
deputies were informed of a fight
taking place between family
members at a residence on the
west side of town. At least one
citizen’s arrest was made and the
person was taken to the county
jail for booking on battery
charges.
HEARING THINGS: At 8:42

p.m. a resident called the dis-
patch center and said that there
were several people in her attic,
and they entered her home
through a secret closet door. A
deputy spoke with the caller and
found she was under a doctor’s
care. No one else was found
inside the home.
BIG BOOM: At 10:54 p.m. a
Cedar Avenue resident reported
what sounded like an explosion
in the alley behind her home. A
deputy checked the neighbor-
hood but didn’t turn up any signs
of anything wrong or anything
that might have made the loud
noise.
TAKING A SHORTCUT: At
11:30 p.m. a deputy advised dis-
patchers that he would be stop-
ping to check on a pedestrian
walking down the alley behind
the 800 block of Orange Avenue.
The man was carrying a couple
of bibles and some picture frames
and said he was on his way to his
home nearby. 

MONDAY,
JANUARY 21

LOOKS SUSPICIOUS: At 2:24
a.m. a Walnut Avenue resident
called dispatchers and said that
the front door of a house was
wide open, and someone had just
walked inside. A deputy was sent
to check on the home.
FALSE ALARM: At 3:25 a.m.
the burglar alarm at the high
school band room was reported
to have been set off. Deputies
checked the building and found
everything to be okay.
CHEST PAINS: At 3:36 a.m. a
Holt Avenue resident called 911
because she thought she might be
having a stroke. Firefighters and
paramedics were dispatched and
the woman, who was complain-
ing of chest pains, was transport-
ed to the emergency room by
ambulance.

to prove that the money isn’t
used for salaries or other unau-
thorized expenses.

The application is available
in the district office in paper form
and it is being prepared as a PDF
so it can be included on the dis-
trict website. Anyone living with-
in the district’s boundaries is eli-
gible to serve.

There are a number of sug-
gested groups that the committee
members should be drawn from
but the district may need to open
it up to anyone interested just to
attract the six or so people need-
ed.

The board received some
good news and some bad news
while approving an audit certifi-
cation of the last school year’s
budget by state auditors.

While the auditors didn’t list
any findings or recommenda-
tions, meaning the district’s
accounting is up to par, they did
bring up a new policy the state
has implemented.

The district’s share of
unfunded pension liabilities
stands at $3.6 million. This is
over and above what has already
been paid into the state pension
system.

Wells said that Holtville isn’t
alone in receiving that bit of bad
news.

“It’s everyone,” he told the
board. “It’s not just Holtville
Unified.”

While the state isn’t calling
upon local agencies to make up
for that money at the current
time, the day could come when

that happens. As it is, Wells said
that the district will soon have to
contribute 23 percent into the
pension system for every
employee. That compares to a lit-
tle over six percent that private
employers pay into Social
Security on behalf of their
employees.

Wells added that while the
district is obliged to pay into the
retirement system, it has no say
in how the money is invested or
the funds are disbursed. He also
noted how large the problem is.

New Governor Gavin
Newsome has proposed using
two billion dollars of the state’s
expected budget surplus to add to
the pension system. That will
reduce Holtville’s liability by just
one percent.

School Board...................................from page one
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ISSUE!!

Subscribe to your community 
newspaper today!

Give Us A Call 
(760) 356-2995



BY VERA SMITH

It was 11:00 pm last Tuesday night when the Holtville girls soccer team arrived back
at Holtville High School after a victory against Palo Verde High School at Blythe
California. For these student athletes this did not signal the end of long arduous day. 

Many of these girls still had homework to finish and tests to study for, in addition to
showering and getting ready for bed. Some of the girls that had Freshman P.E had to run
laps as part of their class on the same day that they had a game. 

On top of running for their P.E. class, they had to run in their game. Student athletes
represent the school and they carry a bigger burden than the average student. 

They take on more responsibility and work exceedingly hard to stay in their sports
and classes.California places a high value on physical education because many young
people today are sedentary.

In effort to
reduce obesity,
type two dia-
betes, and
other health

problems high school students are required to take two years of P.E.. However, the state
of California realizes that not every student needs to or is able to  take P.E., therefore
there are exemptions. 

These are found in the California Education Code Section 51242 which states in
part:The governing board of a school district may exempt any four-year or senior high
school pupil from attending courses of physical education, if the pupil is engaged in a
regular school-sponsored interscholastic athletic program carried on wholly or partially
after regular school hours. 

Most of the high schools in the county have enacted these exemptions for student-
athletes; Holtville High School is one of the minority who have not. Parents, teachers,
students, counselors, and coaches feel that it's time for a change.

A simple resolution from the school board could go a great length to lighten the load
of student athletes. They already do so much for the school, most student athletes are
involved in more than just sports. 

They participate in school clubs, student government, and FFA activities. Holtville
Unified School District has already made provisions so that marching band members get
P.E. credit. 

It would stand to reason that student athletes would be deserving of similar accom-
modations.
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Student Athletes Seek to Lighten the Load

HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Freshman Volleyball Team/Student

Athletes after a victory against
Calipatria High School.

PHOTOS BY VERA SMITH

JV SOCCER PLAYERS/Student
Athletes Vera Smith and Esperanza
Duenas before their soccer tourna-

ment at Southwest High School.
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Static Free: KXO Radio Tuned In To Imperial Valley For 92 Years
BY JAYSON BARNISKE 

KXO Radio is a piece of liv-
ing history in the Imperial Valley
and the station celebrates its 92nd
birthday this month.

Co-owner and radio personal-
ity Carroll Buckley said, "The
AM station opened in 1927 next
to Boatwright's in El Centro. It
was originally a radio parts and
repair shop. The owners figured
they could sell more radios if
people had a local radio station to
listen to."

The station broadcasts an
oldies/news format on 1230 AM
and adult contemporary/soft rock
on 107.5 FM. It is located at 420
W. Main St. in El Centro.

Buckley pointed above his
desk to a historic picture of the
original building from the collec-
tion of famed Imperial Valley
pioneer photographer Leo Hetzel.

"Earl Irey and Frank Bowels
received a license from the city to
open a station in 1927. The sta-
tion was originally named KGEN
and changed to KXO in 1929." 

KXO maintains an extensive
history of the radio station, some
of which those familiar with the
station might find surprising:
•In 1936, the station invited a
hotly contested political candi-
date to speak and a mob stormed
the station and escorted the can-
didate to the train depot.
•A huge flood devastated the

Imperial Valley in 1939 for four
days and KXO stayed on the air
to report news.
•An earthquake hit in 1940 and
again the station stayed on the air.
Buckley explained the FM side of
the station has its own history.
•FM was developed in the late
30s but didn't catch on until the
60s. AM means amplitude modu-
lations and FM stands for fre-
quency modulation. Most people
don't know television was around
in the 30s. The problem was there
were no stations to watch."

Explaining the origin of the
FM station, he added, "FM 107.5
went on air July 4, 1976. The sta-
tion had been dark but the KXO
owners bought the station and put
it back on air."

KXO tells something about
the station's history just in its
name. Stations that can use three
letters (like KXO) are pioneer
stations, which were among the
first 500 radio stations in the
nation. Later station have four
letters.

Sharing the story about his
career, Buckley said, "I got into
radio in high school in
Kalamazoo (Mich.) and moved to
California to work in a station in
San Bernardino." 

He continued, "I came to the
Valley to work at Channel 9 (tel-
evision). I worked part-time for
KXO and I knew radio was
where I wanted to be. Gene
Brister (station co-owner) and I

bought KXO a few years later."
Tracy Lyon Ramirez, a sta-

tion radio personality, and Jared
Anchondo, a sales executive,
laughed as they spoke about what
it is like to work in the front
office of the station.

"I started at KOZN in
Imperial 30 years ago," Ramirez
said. "It's a Spanish station now.
A few years later I moved to
KXO. Now I'm the office manag-
er and keeper of the hyenas.
Everyone who works here wears
many hats. The station is on air
24/7. Almost everyone who
works here goes on air."

Radio has remarkably trans-
formed over the years and KXO
was there to see it all. 

Ramirez explained, "Oh
yeah, I was spinning 45's when I
started. We were real DJ's. Now
we are radio personalities. The
computers are doing everything
for you now."

Anchondo spoke about what
makes KXO unique and
explained, "Most stations are not
live and local. We keep it hyper-
local. Local news and weather
every hour."

Working as a radio personali-
ty comes with its own brand of
fame, explained Ramirez.

"People recognize our voices
more than anything. Most people
get to see what we look like at
our fair booth," she revealed.
"My son flips out when people
recognize my voice at the grocery

store. We're all pretty humble
about all that at KXO."

Buckley grinned and said, "In

this market, it's not an issue.
Local celebrity is tongue and
cheek. Everybody knows Tracy.
We appreciate it but we get more
of a kick out of it than anything.
There's no room for ego."

Buckley spoke with great
excitement about the future of
radio, which has survived compe-
tition from television, video and
the Internet.

"You may be surprised to
learn this. There are more people

listening over the radio than
ever," he said. "Millennials have
rediscovered radio because local

news does something that pod-
casts, Pandora, or other stream-
ing services, can't do. We let
them know what's going on in
their neighborhood." 

Buckley concluded, "Local
radio is the most social media.
We do birthdays every day and
we let people know which roads
are closed. KXO is always live."

KXO RADIO IN El Centro might have been on the air for 92
years but modern technology has long supplanted the record
spinners of old.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Santo Tomas Fire Investigation
Almost Complete

BY MARIO CONDE

Nearly two months after a spec-
tacular fire devasted the Santo
Tomas Swap Meet in Calexico
the cause remains under investi-
gation.
Calexico Fire Chief Diego Favila
said on Jan. 23 the probe is
almost complete pending some
lab results that will be included in
the final report.
Favila said in a recent interview
with this newspaper the depart-
ment will work with Santo Tomas

to address alleged city code vio-
lations revealed in the wake of
the Dec. 8 blaze.
The fire shut down one of the
most visited places in Calexico
during the height of the holiday
shopping season, costing dozens
of vendors crucial revenue. 
It was partially opened Dec. 21 in
a section of the swap meet park-
ing lot but the remainder of the
location has been off limits pend-
ing completion of the investiga-
tion. There is still no date for the
full re-opening.

Pins Fall As Red Cross Raises
Funds For New Emergency Vehicle

BY LUIS BURGOS

Pins were knocked down and
strikes celebrated at StrikeZone
in El Centro on Jan. 19 as the
American Red Cross partnered
with the bowling alley to raise
funds for a new emergency
response vehicle.

The Bobby Brown
Tournament featured 17 teams
and dozens of charitable bowlers.

"We try to support anything
that has to do with supporting
healthcare, and the American
Red Cross has a very important
mission in general, and especial-
ly here in the (Imperial) Valley,"
said  Adolphe Edward, chief
executive officer of El Centro
Regional Medical Center, which
entered a team.

He added, "The vehicle bene-
fits the community more than the
hospital, actually. In regards of
anything that requires help to

support the community, you'll
see ECRMC leading the way."

The vehicle would be used by
the Red Cross in various cases as
a multipurpose vehicle and be
housed with the El Centro Fire
Department. Acquiring it is part
of an effort to improve the
department's fleet.

Sylvia Preciado, manager for
the Imperial Valley Service
Center and representative of the
Red Cross, was also present at
the event making sure everything
ran smoothly.

"We work very closely with
the fire department of El Centro.
They're great and what they do is
amazing. We're very happy to be
here able to help out and support
their mission. We need to reno-
vate our fleet of vehicles here.
We're due for an upgrade. We're
going for one of the models that
isn't the newest of the new. 

Continued on page 9
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8826                                                                               Publish: January 24, 2019

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-010
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant
to  Health & Safety Code sec-
tion 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-010:
$38,400.00 U.S. Currency,  th
estimated/appraised value is
$38,400.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Highway 98
Rockwood Road, Calexico, CA
92231 in connection with viola-
tion of Penal Code Section 182
and Health and Safety Code
Section 11370.6.
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of
this Notice, file a verified claim,

stating your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.
You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control  number list-
ed above in any correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5734 
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-020
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Renove Home Improvement
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Luis Orlando Guzman Uzarraga
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
Roberto Guadalupe Mosqueda
1957 Eshelman Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:
CoPartners
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name (s) listed above.
I, Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga Declare that all of the

information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Luis Orlando
Guzman Uzarraga
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 08, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8824         
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.

Red Cross...........from page eight

Those models are the most effi-
cient and fuel saving," said
Preciado.

El Centro firefighter
Matt Garcia is also the treasurer
for the El Centro Firefighters
Association and while he didn't
bowl he said he attended to sup-
port his coworkers. He said the
objective is noteworthy.
"The vehicle will be a great help,
especially here in the Valley,"
said Garcia. "One of the instances
for which we use these vehicles
the most is in any type of struc-

ture fire, or any event that dis-
places families. They (Red
Cross) come out and assist in
finding them a place to stay and
get them situated. They also
come in handy in situations of
mutual aid, be it a brush fire or
anything that takes us more than
10 hours. That's when the Red
Cross dispatches a vehicle to pro-
vide food and water (to emer-
gency crews)."

SYLVIA PRECIADO (LEFT) of the American Red Cross makes
announcements during the Bobby Brown Tournament fundrais-
er on Jan. 19 at the StrikeZone in El Centro. LUIS BURGOS
PHOTO

NIKKIE WEGENER EYES up the her lane at the Bobby Brown
Tournament fundraiser on Jan. 19 at the StrikeZone in El Centro.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Teri Ann Ivie, aka Teri A. Ivie,
aka Teri Ivie, aka Teri Ann
Stewart, aka Teri Ann Williams
CASE NUMBER:
EPR000389 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Teri Ann Ivie, aka
Teri A. Ivie, aka Teri Ive, aka
Teri Ann Stewart, aka Teri
Ann Williams
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: James E. Williams
and Vicki Williams in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate
requests that James E.

Williams and Vicki Williams
be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate
of the decedent.
The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to
the petition and shows good

cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 25, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim

with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may

file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL &
PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6142   
Publish: Jan. 10, 17, 24, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO

ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Pauline Zinn
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03504
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Pauline Zinn 
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate
requests that Imperial County
Public Administrator be
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any,
be admitted to probate.The will
and any codicils are available
for examination in the file kept
by the court.
The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to
the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: February 8, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from
the court clerk.
Petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
442-275-7000
Endorsed: Jan. 11, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6146    
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8827                                                                  Publish January 24, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-025
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Pro-Services
724 Emerson Ave. Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
Diaz Pro-Services, LLC
724 Emerson Ave., Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: January 8, 2019.
I, Pedro Jesus Diaz Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Pedro Jesus Diaz,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 11,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 10, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5735        
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-033
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Memo’s Transport
700 Circle Dr.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Guillermo Berenguer Lopez
700 Circle Dr.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant as not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Guillermo
Berenguer Lopez, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious

Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 14, 2023. A
new statement must be filed

prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8825        
Publish: Jan.  24, 31, Feb. 7, 14,
2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2018-02456-CA
A.P.N.:059-492-013-000
Property Address: 1029 F. Torres Street,
Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCU-
MENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 12/10/2009.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Raul B. Alvarado and Adela
Alvarado, husband and wife as joint
tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 12/28/2009 as
Instrument No. 2009-035925 in book ---,
page--- and of Official Records in the
office of the Recorder of Imperial County,
California, 
Date of Sale: 02/22/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: MAIN ENTRANCE,
IMPERIAL COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 939 W. MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, rea-

sonably estimated costs and other charges:
$ 238,448.43
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAV-
INGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION
5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to
and now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designa-
tion of real property: 1029 F. Torres
Street, Calexico, CA 92231 
A.P.N.: 059-492-013-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The
total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 238,448.43.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves
the right to bid less than the total debt

owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the
total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee,
and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has
executed and delivered to the undersigned
a written request to commence foreclo-
sure, and the undersigned caused a Notice
of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by
the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the

California Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those not pres-
ent at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
(866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site http://www.altisource.com/
MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/Tr
usteeServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2018-02456-CA.
Information about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not imme-
diately be reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: January 4, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee
for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServi
ces/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.
aspx

__________________________________
______________
Trustee Sale Assistant

WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC
MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019
Legal  8823

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-009
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pur-
suant to  Health & Safety Code
section 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-009:
$12,000.00 U.S. Currency,  th
estimated/appraised value is
$12,000.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Highway
111 and Heber Road, Heber,
CA 92249 in connection with
violation of Penal Code Section
182 and Health and Safety
Code Section 11370.6.
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this proper-
ty, you must within 30 days of
the first day of the publication
of this Notice, file a verified
claim, stating your interest in

the seized property with the
Civil Department of the
Imperial County Superior
Court, 939 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243.
You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control  number
listed above in any correspon-
dence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5744
Publish: Jan. 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019
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(LEFT TO RIGHT) Imperial Valley Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Committee coordinator Marlene Thomas, Calexico
Chronicle/Holtville Tribune/I.V. Weekly Publisher Brenda
Torres and Imperial Valley Social Justice member Gretchen
Laue pose on the steps of the Imperial County Courthouse dur-
ing a Jan. 21 ceremony honoring the slain civil rights leader.
File Photo

HONOREES OF THE 2019 “Stone of Hope” community serv-
ice award from the Imperial Valley Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Committee pose with committee members on the steps of the
Imperial County Courthouse during a Jan. 21 ceremony hon-
oring the slain civil rights leader.  
CAROL HANN PHOTO

“I Have A Dream”
Reenacted On

Courthouse Steps
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