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Carrot Fest Queen Coronation Expresses Local Unity
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Queen Coronation and
Citizen of the Year Banquet
commenced the 72nd Carrot
Festival and Street Fair in grand
style on Feb. 1 at the recently
renovated Barbara Worth
Country Club and Resort.

While guests were riveted by
the new royal court, most agreed
the annual extravaganza serves
as a homecoming for many as
Holtville takes pride in unifying
Imperial Valley. 

Among a field that boasted an
embarrassment of beauty and
talent, Courtney Walker, 17, was
crowned queen of the 2019
Carrot Festival. The Imperial
High School senior became the
first queen not from Holtville as
a new rule expanded contestant
eligibility.
She noted that although it maybe
a little farther way from other

towns in Imperial County,
Holtville is awesome. 

"I really had to reach--go out of
my box to make ticket sales,
relying on contacts my parents
had," said Courtney of one com-
petition criteria, selling tickets to
the dinner. "Even though some-
times not everybody was so sup-
portive, it motivated me to work
a little harder."

Polishing her speech just a
day before the presentation,
Courtney got moral support from
her teachers who allowed her to
practice in front of her class-
mates. 

"I talked about my back-
ground," she explained. "I was
born in Brawley and grew up in
Italy for a time. And my end goal
is to become an in-flight nurse
for REACH (air ambulance) to
give back to the community."

Daniella Contreras, 14, a 

Continued on page 6

Tradition, Work Ethic Sparks Carrot Fest Organizers 

Keithly-Williams Seeds:
An Enduring Legacy

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Carrot Festival and Street
Fair is near and dear to hearts of
its host city of Holtville and
while most cherish memories of
what was, in its 72nd year organ-
izers still get pumped up about
the tradition. 

The whole affair is organized
by the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce board and is antici-
pated as much as Cattle Call is

for Brawley or as the as Mid-
Winter Fair is for the entire coun-
ty, explained Anita Martinez,
chamber chief executive officer. 

"I feel that it's one of those
handful of events that holds so
much weight, more so than just
the community where it takes
place," she said. "People come
from all over Imperial Valley and
the region to enjoy these events.
This is what our year revolves
around, the Carrot Fest, and I
want to make sure people feel

welcome and enjoy themselves."
Not being from Holtville,

Martinez brings a bit of an out-
sider's perspective to tweak but
not tamper with tradition.  She
helped nudge the event a bit
toward the modern this year by
opening the Carrot Fest Royalty
Contest to youth throughout the
county, not just Holtville. Also
added was a speech and poise
component that organizers said 

Continued on page 4

Sheriff Eyes Holtville To Store
Off-Road, Watercraft Fleet

BY MARCIA R.
JENNINGS 

My husband and I are on our
way to Yuma to interview Kelly
Keithly, president and chief exec-
utive officer of Keithly-Williams
Seeds, the largest veg-etable seed
dealer in North America - with
offices in the western United
States and Mexico. Although the
company has an office and a
nursery in Holtville, Dan
Daniels, a Holtville resident,
advises me to go straight to the
source and interview  Keithly in
person.

The 55-minute drive from
Holtville to Yuma is a leisurely
one. My husband drives and
enjoys the view while I pore over
KWS computer print-outs. I once
again notice how well-designed
and thorough their website is. It
answers many of my questions. 

When we pass the familiar
landmark for the Cocopah RV
and Golf Resort we know we are
close to the exit. We follow the
GPS toward W. CO 8 1/2 Street.
"CO" designates county, but it
could very well stand for country
road because building structures
disappear and we're surrounded
by farmland. If it weren't for the

Cocopah marker, which we can
still see from another angle, it
could very well be the Imperial
Valley. 

We arrive at what is designat-
ed as the Yuma office and
Keithly-Williams fabrication
shop, a feature added to the com-
pany in 2003. 

"It was originated," the com-
pany website states, "when we
saw a very distinct need to pro-
vide better planting processes

and provide higher quality equip-
ment to help growers achieve
maximum production." 

So the firm expanded, not
only to supply the seed but to
help put to-gether the equipment
best fitted for a farmer's needs.

Coming into the front
door of the office we find the 

Continued on page 7

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Because of its pivotal location,
Holtville has been identified by
the Imperial County Sheriff's
Office as the best place to store
its fleet of off-road vehicles and
watercraft.

Sheriff's  Lt. Manuel De Leon,
who has had oversight of the fleet
for the past 15 years, explained
the city has several advantages. 

"It's been going on for a couple
of years, looking for a new site,"
he said. "Something that's closer
to the desert and Glamis Dunes.
Holtville is more central."

Currently, ICSO is parking off-
road vehicles and boats  at a
hangar at the Brawley Airport.
The fleet includes three sand

rails, one mini rail, one all-terrain
vehicle,  15 trucks, some detailed
for off road, and five jet boats.

The fleet is essentially an off-
highway patrol that serves the
same function as its counterparts
on pavement-law enforcement,
safety and rescue.  For the winter
season vehicles are patrolling the
desert west to Ocotillo and north
to Salton City, while in summer
watercraft focuses on the Lower
Colorado River basin near Yuma.

"Off-roaders know we're out
there," said De Leon. "We're pret-
ty visible. We ride in units
marked as off-road vehicles."

The Off-Highway Vehicle
Enforcement Safety team, or
OHVEST, has been a sheriff's

Continued on page 4

Holtville Little League
Set to Start Feb. 18 

BY LUIS BURGOS

A symbol of Americana
makes its way back to Holtville
for another season as the
Holtville Little League's season
is set to have its first game of the
2019 season on Feb. 18.

While the schedule and loca-
tion of specific games are yet to
be determined, the league count-
ed 15 teams and 175 registered
players as of Feb. 4, said Chris
Strahm, league vice president and
treasurer. The games will be
played at Babe Ruth and Mack
parks. 

Strahm added he hopes to
have a new ballpark constructed
in Holtville during his time on the
board. 

"The board had already start-
ed the process of planning the
new park when I joined the board
seven years ago," said Strahm.

"We're applying for every grant
we can find, and putting in hard
work in order to hopefully have
the park ready for next season.
You'll be seeing the progress
throughout the year as we finish
up the park."

Because no umpire equals no
baseball, Paul Rubio, league
chief umpire, invited anyone
willing to volunteer as an umpire
to try it out. 

"In this case, we don't require
volunteer umps to have any expe-
rience as we would be providing
any required training for the posi-
tions," said Rubio. "I started
playing at four years old, believe
it or not. Unfortunately, an injury
stopped my progress once I got
older. That doesn't stop me from
being involved in the league, as I
think the coaches and the kids are
awesome. 

Continued on page 3

COURTNEY WALKER, 2019 Carrot Festival Queen, with her parents at the annual Holtville
Carrot Fest Queen Coronation and awards banquet held Feb. 1 at the Barbara Worth Country
Club and Resort. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

KEITHLY-WILLIAMS SEEDS owner Kelly Keithly at the firm's
fabrication shop in Yuma. PHOTO BY MARCIA JENNINGS



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

There are finally enough
contestants to ensure the inau-
gural Wing Cook-off will take
flight on Feb. 10 as part of the
72nd Holtville Carrot Festival.

The event will start at noon
in Holt Park and also feature a
contest for the best side dish
made with carrots as an ingredi-
ent.

While no teams had com-
pleted the required entry form
as of Jan. 25, there were six
teams registered as of Feb. 5,
said Anita Martinez, chief exec-
utive officer of Carrot Fest pro-
moter, the Holtville Chamber of
Commerce. 

The champion wing cooker
will win $750, reserve champi-
on $500, and third place $250.
All teams must prepare a
mandatory side-dish with a car-
rot ingredient and first place for
that will be $250. Teams will
also get to keep proceeds from
tickets sold to patrons wishing
to sample the creations.

"They can make multiple
sides but only one entry for the
prize," Martinez said. "It's the
maiden Wing Cook-Off, so the
chamber doesn't earn anything.
The teams keep all proceeds."

Wing samples and side dish-
es will be sold for cash only and
may not be given away. Wings
will be sold to the public at
three wings for $2. All teams

must comply with this cost.
Prices of the side dishes can be
set by the individual teams.

Interviews with contestants
indicate competition will be
fierce, much to the benefit of
hungry festival goers who will
also have the carnival on hand
for the last day of the 2019
Carrot Fest.

Eric Cox leads the Biggen
BBQ team and said he will
donate earnings and any prize
revenue to the Dogwood 4-H
Club. He will be ably abetted by
his "right-hand man," Frank
Rodden, as well as several
members of Dogwood 4-H and
their parents.

"All seasoning is
homemade, my personal
recipe," said Cox. "We're still
doing some fine tuning. But the
wings will be cooked to perfec-
tion and hopefully the judges
enjoy them."

As with many in
Imperial Valley,  Cox said he
sees the Carrot Festival as an
unforgettable tradition that
brings locals closer.

"It's a very tight-knit commu-
nity, but there's some rivalries,
just go to a Brawley-Central
ball game," said Cox. "But we'll
be looking for a super turnout.
And I hope I'm overwhelmed
with the amount of people
there. It'll cap the week off."

Continued on page 3
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Members Of The CNPA

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

FEB. 07: Emerson Kate Brady, Wesley Cheatwood, Hayden Bailey, DeEtte
Daniel
FEB. 08: Norberto Irungaray, Sr., Delu Plourd, Spike Lorensen
FEB. 09: Danielle Iten, Michael Hoyt
FEB. 10: Earle Sperber†, Mykel Johnston, Audrey Valenzuela.
FEB. 11: Alex Z. Dollente
FEB. 12: Jennifer Green, Joseph G. Muller†, Raul (Cono) Vasquez†
Feb. 13: Hannah Gill, Lane Elizabeth Garcia, Stacey Williams, Benny
Quevedo

Anniversaries
FEB. 08: Mr. & Mrs. Devin Butler
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Semana del 11 de febrero  
Medios de Comunicación Social; ¿Se Ha Apoderado de Su Vida?

¿Te has dado cuenta de que la mayoría de la población tiene un teléfono
inteligente? Tener un teléfono inteligente es una gran herramienta y al mismo

tiempo puede ser un dispositivo de distracción. Parece que todos los que
tienen un teléfono inteligente están revisando constantemente sus teléfonos
para ver la repuestas inmediata a sus publicaciones en varios sitios de redes

sociales. El seguimiento de las celebridades y de los amigos en todos los
sitios de redes sociales es una tarea constante que en algún momento parece
más importante que otros eventos que podrían estar ocurriendo ante nuestros

propios ojos.
Maria Arredondo-Coronel

Terapeuta Asociada Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar
Consejera de Salud Mental

Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes EC MHSA FSP

Week of February 11th

Smartphones: Have They Taken Over Your Youth’s Life?
According to the Pew Institute 75% of teens and 95% of young adults send

text messages, with the average being 60 text messages per day.
Smartphone ownership in teenagers is over 95%. 45% of U.S. teens

describe their online time through smartphones as nearly constant. Most
subscribe to a variety of social media platforms. Join us as we discuss pos-

sible mental health consequences of smartphone use.

Jonathan Fonseca
Registered Associate Clinical Social Worker

Psychiatric Social Worker 
Youth and Young Adults  

Brawley Anxiety and Depression/MHSA FSP
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NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL
NOTICES? 

NAME CHANGE, FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS
OR PROBATES? PLEASE CALL

US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.

CALL 760-356-2995.

Woman’s Club of Holtville
February Schedule

All events are held at the Club House
Feb. 12th - 9:30 am  Book Section
Feb. 22nd - Museum Lecture 6:00pm
Feb. 26th - Executive Board Meeting 9:30am
Feb. 28th - Thursday Bridge 11:30 am
Soups and Sweets 12:00 - 6:00 pm

Showcase of Young Artists
Showcase of Young Artists, February 24, 2019 at 3
PM. Bring the Family. Admission is FREE. Enjoy
great music and support our Valley's young
Musicians. Sts. Peter and Paul Episcopal Church,
5th and Orange, El Centro. Parking lot at 5th and
Holt.

American Legion Bingo & Dinner
Bingo and a bite to eat; The American Legion
Auxiliary Bradley Keffer Unit 138 Holtville is
hosting a Sweetheart’s Dinner of Shepherd’s Pie,
$10.00 includes Shepherd's Pie, salad, dessert, and
drink on Thursday, February 14 from  5:00 – 6:30
p.m. Dine-in or Carry-out  Corner of 6th St &
Cedar Ave. Proceeds benefit Veterans in Imperial
County.

Stay and play if desired. Bingo Bingo Bingo!
Thursday, February 14th. Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public is welcome.
Please join us and support our Veterans and Active
Duty Service Members! More info; 619-807-8431.

Community Calendar

Carrot Fest Wing Cook-Off Finally Gets Contestants  

LEADER MARK ALLEGRANZA teaches the boys about
seasoning. 

VERDE 4-H MEMBERS learn about food safety when handling
knives.  
PHOTOS COURTESY OF HEATHER VESSEY-GARCIA

Hobby Lobby To Take Over
Sears Space At I.V. Mall  

BY GARY REDFERN

Mega craft seller Hobby
Lobby will occupy some of the
space of the former Sears store at
the Imperial Valley Mall in El
Centro, a mall official confirmed
on Feb. 5.

Further details were not
immediately available from the
mall. 

"I haven't been given any
details when and if the deal is
executed at this time. Their bro-
ker was here last week and stated
that Hobby Lobby would be here,
but no other details were given,"
mall General Manager Alicia
Castillo Swaim stated in an
email.

Swaim stated the property
broker is Capital Pacific.
However when contacted by tele-

phone on Feb. 6 a company offi-
cial said the firm is no longer
handling the property.

However, El Centro City
Council Member Jason Jackson
said he knows a bit more about
the project.

"Sears owned the space and
sold it and Hobby Lobby bought
it. They're only going to use a
third of it. They will take up the
west part facing Dogwood
Road," he said.

A real estate broker is seeking
other entities to take up the rest
of the space, Jackson said, adding
the development is welcome
news.

"I think it's great. Hobby
Lobby is a great store and it will
generate some tax revenue," he
said. 

Continued on page 3



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

To keep a healthy heart the
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District recommends making it a
family effort by play exercising
and eating healthy with loved
ones.

The district launched Heart
Health Month with employees
and the media at its Women's
Clinic on Feb. 1 by sharing nutri-
tious snacks and hospital staff
wearing red. Raising awareness
of heart disease is critical to put
Imperial County on a path to
good health explained Karina
Lopez, public affairs liaison. 

"It's still the number one cause
of death in the country for men
and women,"  Lopez said. "It's

estimated one in four deaths are
caused by heart disease. We want
to remind everybody of the ways
to avoid heart disease: watch
your blood pressure, stay active,
eat a balanced diet and watch
your weight."

Exercise is critical and walking
can be good exercise if it is done
at least 30 minutes a day for five
days a week, she stressed. Other
attributing factors of heart dis-
ease to watch out for are high
levels of low-density lipoprotein
(bad) cholesterol. If a person
drinks alcohol it should be done
in moderation. Smoking and sec-
ond-hand smoke should be avoid-
ed at all costs.

Heart disease can often be pre-
vented when people make
healthy choices and manage their

health conditions. Heart disease
is such a debilitating illness that
people need to stay mindful of
potential risks, explained Larry
Lewis, district chief executive
officer. He also advised regular
check-ups with a cardiologist and
to not hesitate to bring up the
subject up with one's own doctor.

"A doctor said to me recently,
'Why is it people don't do any-
thing until it's too late?' " said

Lewis. "It means paying attention
to your own daily health. An act,
if anything, appears out of the
ordinary."

Lewis added takes many years
for a person to narrow their arter-
ies with unhealthy choices. But it
also takes years to repair damage
already brought on with internal
organs.

"The sooner you get started, the
better.," he said. "Do it for your-

self, your family and all of your
friends."

The Heart Health Month kick-
off was also held at the Pioneers
Calexico Health Center.
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Got News, Call Us, We Will Help
You Inform Our Community.

760-356-2995Little League.....from page one

He added, "Umpires in this
league should simply have a clear
head and not overly stress about
the volunteer position as we're
there to help the kids have a
game and have some fun."

Anyone interested in umpiring
may call Rubio at (760) 604-
1983.

League President Julie Duarte
said the effort of the adults
involved is focused on the chil-
dren.
"As parents, we tend to disagree
with the way in which these pro-
grams are run sometimes. We all
want what's best for our children,
after all. Instead of complaining,
my husband and I decided to take
action and commit ourselves to
these positions, and to the better-

ment of the children. 
She added, "We have the oppor-
tunity to help some disadvan-
taged children, and I vowed to
give all children an equal oppor-
tunity to participate in the
league." 

Wing-Cook-Off........from page two

Also cooking for the youth
will be Kim Grizzle along with
her husband, Kevin, donning
their chef's caps for the Verde 4-
H club. They will have four side
dishes including one, carrot
cupcakes, donated by Becky
Miller. But their side-dish con-
test entry, date carrot cake, is
prepared by Kim and collabora-
tor Karin Chambers. 

"We decided, 'What the heck?
Let's do this,'" said Kim. "It's a
debut event and the fact we're
batting last we want to hit one
out of the park. So come out to

enjoy our wings and our cool
winter weather."

Other teams initially regis-
tered were Becca Alaniz with
Wingsmith, Justin Buscaglia
with Just Winging It, Sandra
Zepeda with Asadero
Neighborhood and Jesse
Cisneros with Buffalo Wild
Wings.

"We're excited to have six
teams," said Martinez. "We had
hoped for more but we expect
with time we'll grow it more."

Pioneers Hospital Kicks Off Heart Health Month Awareness

LARRY LEWIS, PMHD CEO attends Heart Health Month celebration at the hospital in Brawley
on Feb. 1.   WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Hobby Lobby......from page two
Sears, which had anchored

the south end of the mall at
3451 S. Dogwood Ave. since
its opening in 2005, closed at
the end of 2018 as part of
another mass store closure for
the embattled retailer.

City officials were initially
flummoxed about how such a
massive space could be filled
and the stakes were high. The
loss of an anchor store can
affect overall mall sales and
have been known to cause
other tenants to seek lower
lease fees as a result. 

Besides reduced com-
merce and sales tax, it was

estimated the closure, which
also involved the Sears Auto
Center, cost more than 100
jobs in a city with among the
nation's highest unemploy-
ment rates. 

Asked if the coming of a
replacement for Sears so soon
after its closure was a positive
sign for the Imperial County
economy, Jackson added, " It
does seem like it is on an
uptick."  

Reporter William Roller
contributed to this story. 



BY MARIO CONDE

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors on Feb. 5
approved a $2 million loan to the
One World Beef  meat processing
plant in Brawley.

The 4-0 decision came at the
request of the firm and the coun-
ty will get land adjacent to the
plant as collateral. Supervisor
Jesus Escobar abstained stating
he has a conflict of interest due to
previous business dealings with
the firm. 

The funds will come from the
county Agricultural Benefit
Program that collects funds from
solar farm developers to mitigate
the loss of economic activity
from farmland being converted to
solar farms.

The decision to approve the
loan comes just a week after the
board established a new commit-

tee to address shortcomings in the
operation of another long-stand-
ing committee that reviews Ag
Benefit loan requests. The county
will continue the program as
established until potential
changes are fully discussed and
approved, Linsey J. Dale, county
public information officer, stated
in an email. 

The funds will be used to
finance the acquisition and
improvements to a 132-acre par-
cel of land adjacent to the pro-
cessing plant on Brawley's far
north side. This will allow One
World Beef to discharge treated
wastewater onto the neighboring
farmland, thus reducing the quan-
tity of water currently being dis-
charged into Brawley's sewer
system.

Andy Horne, county deputy
chief executive officer, told the
board One World Beef has been
reluctant to provide financial

documents, stating doing so
would make the information pub-
lic and available to competitors. 

"We sent a team to One World
Beef in order to get the informa-
tion from them regarding their
financials," Horne said. "Based
on the information we received,
there is sufficient cash flow to
grant the loan."

Horne added the will allow
the firm to purchase land it is
now leasing, along with paying
for certain improvements that
will allow OWB to apply treated
discharge water from its plant. 

The payments on the loan are
projected to be approximately
$8,000 a month. One World Beef
is paying $12,200 per month to
lease the property they are seek-
ing to acquire.

"By purchasing the land, they
would realize a savings of $4,200
a month in operating expenses,"
Horne told the board. 

County Agricultural
Commissioner Carlos Ortiz told
the board the Ag Benefit
Committee met and unanimously
voted to recommend the $2 mil-
lion loan  that will be repaid over
25 years. 

The savings of purchase over
lease and projected reductions in
the sewer discharge fees will be
sufficient to offset the loan pay-
ments due under the terms of the
loan, county officials said.

This is not the first time One
World Beef has obtained a loan
through the Ag Benefit Program.
In 2016 it received a $2.5 million
loan that has a balance of
$2,230,000. The firm subse-
quently reopened the facility that
had been closed several years
earlier by its previous owner and
hired 350 people.  

In 2017, Brawley approved a
modified permit for OWB to tem-
porarily discharge to the city's

wastewater treatment plant. The
temporary permit allowed the
firm to use the city's sewer plant
for up for one year. 

During that time the beef
plant sought an agreement with a
Chilean company called
BioFiltro as a long-term solution
that would allow its wastewater
to be recycled and reused. The
process would use wood chips
and earthworms to filter the
plant's wastewater for eventual
use in the field it is purchasing
with the new loan.

The committee the board cre-
ated on Jan. 29 to review the Ag
Benefit Program includes
Escobar and Supervisor Luis
Plancarte. It will assess how to
improve the lending part of the
program and make modifications
to the terms of loan agreements
with the help of the lending insti-
tution. 
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ICSO............from page one
unit for about 15 years. It is fund-
ed by the sheriff's budget and
supplemental grants from the
state Off Highway Vehicle Trust
Fund under the oversight of the
California Department of Parks
and Recreation.

It is calculated that moving the
off-road fleet to Holtville would
reduce wear and save time. It
could enhance rapid-response in
an emergency.

"Holtville is a better location,"
said De Leon. "And our (Brawley
Airport) lease expires before the

end of the year so it is an oppor-
tune time to make a change."

The Sheriff's Office had been
speaking to Holtville officials
about using a city facility but
City Manager Nick Wells said an
agreement was not reached.
The fleet needs a structure, not

just an open space, to protect
their equipment, something with
the capability of warehousing as
well as providing office space for
the OHVEST personnel, De Leon
explained.

COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sgt. Murad Masad points out
the anchor of a jet-drive boat at the department's off-road vehicle
garage in Brawley. The agency seeks more centrally located stor-
age in Holtville.   WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

County Gives $2 Million Loan To One World Beef

Santo Tomas Vendors Not Soothed By
Calexico As Fire Closure Drags On

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The vendor stalls at
Calexico's Santo Tomas Swap
meet that Ernesto Toledo
assumed management of have
been in his family more than 20
years. However, the  substantial
infrastructure improvements he
made was put into jeopardy by
the Dec. 8 fire that has left much
of the bustling retail operation
closed ever since.

"This forum was supposed to
give us information. They're giv-
ing information but no solution,"
said Toledo. "But I'm losing an
average of $2,000 per week in
gross income since we got the
temporary use permit to reopen."

The city ordered Santo Tomas
fully closed immediately after the
fire. A temporary permit to oper-
ate some vendor booths in the
swap meet parking lot was issued
Dec. 21 and has remained in
effect. The main swap meet area
remains closed pending the com-
pletion of a city fire department
probe into the fire's cause, which
has not been completed, and site
improvements.

Toledo's viewpoint was
echoed by many vendors who
attended a forum held by the city
Feb. 4 at the San Diego State
University, Imperial Valley
Campus, Rodney Auditorium.
The forum was an official city
council meeting scheduled in the
wake of complaints from swap
meet vendors. It was held at the
auditorium instead of the city
council chambers to accommo-
date more attendees.

The council, City Manager
David Dale and Assistant City
Manager Miguel Figueroa tried
to calm merchants' anxieties and
assure them swap meet stalls
could reopen. But that will only
happen after stall structures and
electrical power comply with city

codes, officials said. 
City Fire Chief Diego Favila

has previously said the swap
meet was "not up to code" prior
to the blaze and that the depart-
ment was working with the swap
meet operator and vendors to
have improvements made. 

Favila added the fire depart-
ment is awaiting the results of
laboratory tests to complete the
investigation into the cause of the
blaze. 

Since the fire, vendors have
been allowed to continue busi-
ness in a lot south of the vendor
stalls. Dale explained the city
permitted vendors to retrieve
merchandise from stalls and
mailed a letter Jan. 11 informing
them the stalls would reopen
based on conditions outlined ear-
lier.

"A lot of structures are not up
to code," he said. "Once up to
code we'll make sure they remain
that way with annual inspections.
But our number one priority is
safety."

Added Favila, "There's been
25 years lack of enforcement
(before my time). The fire was an

unfortunate accident, but guaran-
teed,  it was unintentional."

There were 60 stalls burned
in the fire and 120 unharmed. All
fire debris has been cleaned up
and an inspector's report will be
released Feb. 8, noted Dale. 

Meanwhile, vendors who set
up temporary sales displays in
the south parking lot must pack
away merchandise, canopies and
pole support structures at the end
of each business day. Previously
and for years vendors had been
allowed to keep those items at
their stalls.  

Toledo said he arrives at 4:30
a.m. to set up his clothing dis-
plays with fire-retardant tarps.

"We would like the city to
reopen the stalls and let vendors
make repairs at a pace they can
maintain," said Toledo. "We
know times change and we'll do
all the upgrades the city wants.
But in 20 years here, I never had
a fire inspection."

Originally, the council
planned to rebuild the entire 

Continued on page 9

CALEXICO FIRE CHIEF Diego Favila and City Manager David
Dale listen intently at Feb. 4, forum to discuss reopening of the
Santo Tomas swap meet following a Dec. 8 fire. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Board.....................from page one

contestants embraced with a spir-
it of sisterhood and made one
another better for the challenge.

"My mom instilled in my sister
and I a strong work ethic to bring
any kind of project to full
fruition--not just getting some-
thing done but take pride in the
quality of your effort," she said.

From her position Martinez said
she had to honor tradition yet bal-
ance that with relevance because
succeeding generations of festival
visitors have their own unique
outlook of what a picture-perfect
festival resembles.

"You don't need a lot of big,
fancy changes but thoughtful
modifications can assure a small
risk can improve the tried and
true," she said.

Working as a kind of right hand
for Martinez at the Feb. 1 Queen
Coronation, Stephanie Corfman is
serving her first year on the board
and considers herself a newbie in
spite of attending the festival
since she was a child. The Carrot
Festival is a community staple
and the rest of Imperial Valley
looks forward to this week, she
explained.

"Anita did a fantastic job organ-
izing. Even though we all pitched
in, Anita made it happen," she
said. "The trick is, make it new
and exciting but not veer too far
from tradition. People want to
preserve that old-time feeling.
But I thought this year the new
components (speech and poise)
were needed."

Corfman grew up in agriculture
helping with the family farm,
Mainas Farms, and now works as
the accountant for their diverse
produce farm. She expects to
attend many of the upcoming
events including the Downtown

Hoedown, Festival Parade and
Wing Cook-off. 

"Agriculture is extremely
important to Imperial County,"
she stressed. "It's a huge econom-
ic engine and the backbone of
Imperial Valley that effects every-
body. I think everybody is excited
about this week and will have a
wonderful time."

Ilario Castro, who was just
elected to the chamber board in
November, had never been
involved with the fest until he was
recruited for the chamber board.
But he said he now sees what it
takes to make it possible.

"I work at Cuts and Fades (hair
salon) and see a lot of the com-
munity," he said. "And being
involved with the Carrot Festival
is surprising to see the process of
how it grows. My family has been
here a long time and I'm fourth
generation. The Carrot Festival
draws people back and they enjoy
the camaraderie of the festival. I
hope to preserve that tradition for
future generations."

See You
All At The

Carrot
Festival
Parade

Saturday,
February

9.
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THURSDAY,
JANUARY 31

SCAM CALL: At 7:01 a.m. a
resident called sheriffs and
asked to speak to a deputy
regarding a phone call received
from someone claiming to be
from the government and
requesting personal informa-
tion. A deputy was advised of
the call.
ACCIDENTAL ALARM: At
10:10 a.m. a security monitor-
ing company reported that the
holdup alarm had been trig-
gered at a local business.
Deputies arrived to find that the
alarm had accidentally been
tripped by an employee.
NEEDS HELP: At 10:26 a.m.
medical aid was requested for
an elderly man who said to
have fallen asleep and was now
unresponsive. Firefighters and
an ambulance were dispatched
to check on him.
LATE PAYMENTS: At 11:01
a.m. a repossession company
employee advised local dis-
patchers that they had just
towed away a vehicle from in
front of a local residence and
wanted police to be aware that
the car wasn’t stolen. The
information for the 2015 Kia
was entered into the system.
TIME TO LEAVE: At 11:17
a.m. deputies were requested at
a residence where someone was

moving out under stressful cir-
cumstances. They later reported
that the former resident had left
without any problems.
HE’S BEEN ABANDONED:
At 4:01 p.m. a caller reported
finding a dog wandering the
neighborhood. The finder
called the owner, whose num-
ber was on the dog’s tag, and
was told the owner didn’t want
the animal back. A deputy
picked the dog up and took it to
the city pound.
NOT OBEYING THE
ORDER: At 6:17 p.m. a resi-
dent requested to speak to a
deputy regarding a child cus-
tody issue with a former
spouse. The woman said that
her ex-husband was refusing to
answer a video call so she
could talk to her children,
which had been mandated by a
judge.

FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 1

BAD STOP: At 4:47 a.m. a
deputy reported pulling over a
vehicle for a stop sign infrac-
tion. The driver was let go with
a warning to be more careful.
ROAD RAGE: At 9:16 a.m. a
911 call was received from a
motorist who said he had just
been confronted by another
driver. The other driver report-
edly got out of his vehicle and
was threatening the caller, after

which he said he had to go to
work and left the scene.
Deputies were dispatched to
attempt to locate the aggressive
driver.
STOLEN SPRINKLERS: At
10:33 a.m. a caller reported the
theft of some sprinkler heads
from a fenced-in area outside of
town. A deputy was sent to look
into the incident.
LOST AND FOUND: At 11:14
a.m. a resident requested a
deputy to file a report on a
stolen wallet. The woman
called back a few minutes later
and said that she had found the
wallet.
SUSPECTED THIEF: At 4:29
p.m. a caller requested deputies
at their residence to remove
someone from the property.
The caller said that the offend-
ing person had stolen some-
thing from them and wanted
him gone. Deputies were sent
out.
MAKING THREATS: At 4:41
p.m. a woman went into the
local sheriff’s substation and
said that her ex-husband had
been threatening her.
INDECENT EXPOSURE: At
5:33 p.m. a caller reported that
a neighbor had the bad habit of
standing in front of an open
window naked. A deputy was
dispatched to investigate the
situation.

WANDERING THROUGH:
At 8:35 p.m. a resident of an
apartment complex reported
that a homeless man was walk-
ing through the area. Deputies
were sent to check on the sub-
ject.
At 9:02 p.m. a caller reported
that someone had been sitting
in a white rental van in front of
their residence for the past cou-
ple of hours. Deputies checked
on the parker and found every-
thing to be okay.
HAS A HISTORY: At 9:06
p.m. a deputy advised dispatch-
ers that he would be stopping to
check on someone walking
down the street. The person
was later advised to stay away
from a particular residence.

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 2

FENDER BENDER: At 11:26
a.m. an Ash Avenue resident
reported that someone hit his
parked pickup, and the other
vehicle was still nearby. A
deputy arrived to find the own-
ers of both vehicles exchanging
insurance information and the
caller didn’t want an accident
report filed.
DO THAT IN YOUR OWN
YARD: At 5:08 p.m. an Eighth
Street resident reported having
problems with a neighbor’s
dog. The caller said the dog
was aggressive and used their

yard to take care of its busi-
ness. A deputy spoke to the ani-
mal’s owner.

SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 3

STRANGE BEHAVIOR: At
8:37 a.m. deputies responded to
check on an alarm at a local
church. Someone at the church
told them that someone he did-
n’t recognize had just run
through the building, setting off
the alarm.
FALSE ALARM: At 5:16 p.m.
an alarm was reportedly set off
at another church. Deputies
checked all the doors and win-
dows and found the premises to
be secure, with no signs anyone
had tried to break in.
EVERYTHING’S OK: At
11:47 p.m. a deputy advised
dispatchers that he would be
out on foot checking on things
at the hot springs east of town.
No problems were reportedly
found.

MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 4

HAVING PROBLEMS
WITH HIM: At 12:11 p.m. a
caller requested to speak to a
deputy regarding her son. She
said that the man, who was in
his early 20s, was out drinking
and was in violation of his pro-
bation. A deputy talked with
the mother.

A PICKUP TRUCK ended up in a canal on East Alamo Road early Wednesday morning after the
driver missed a curve in the roadway at Bell Road. The Holtville Fire Department responded to
assist the occupants, who were all able to extricate themselves. No injuries were reported.
DAVID ARAYA PHOTO

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officers at the
Calexico East commercial facili-
ty arrested a Mexicali man last
Friday after discovering 395
pounds of methamphetamine
stashed inside the shipment of
decorative rocks he was hauling.

"The port’s roving canine
team was a major factor in bring-
ing down this narcotic smuggling
attempt," said Area Port Director
David Salazar. "Thorough exam-
inations of commercial goods
entering U.S. commerce are vital
to ensuring safe and secure inter-
national trade."

At approximately 6:15 p.m.
on Feb. 1, CBP officers encoun-
tered the 66-year-old Mexican
citizen as he entered the port of
entry driving a Freightliner trac-
tor and towing a trailer contain-
ing a manifested shipment of dec-
orative rocks. During a prelimi-
nary inspection, a CBP canine
alerted to the conveyance, and
officers referred the driver for
further screening through the
port’s X-ray imaging system.

CBP officers reviewed the X-
ray scans and detected anomalies
inside cavities within the artifi-
cial rocks. Officers offloaded the
shipment, searched the hollow

areas in the rocks, and ultimately
discovered 120 wrapped pack-
ages of methamphetamine con-
cealed inside.

Once removed, the metham-
phetamine yielded a total weight
of 395 pounds, with an estimated
street value of $1.1 million.

CBP officers seized the trac-
tor, trailer and narcotics.

The driver was arrested for
the alleged narcotic smuggling
attempt. CBP officers turned
him over to Homeland Security
Investigations agents for further
processing. He was later trans-
ported to the Imperial County Jail
where he currently awaits
arraignment.

CBP officers at the border
crossings in Southern California
routinely stop illegal activity,
while processing millions of
legitimate travelers into the
United States. Those statistics
can be found here: CBP-enforce-
ment-statistics

If you have any information
related to this seizure or any other
suspected smuggling activity at
the Calexico East Cargo facility,
DHS encourages you to report it
by calling its toll-free Tip Line at
1-866-DHS-2-ICE.

Rock Shipment Hides 395
Pounds Of Meth
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Carrot Coronation.............................from page one

student at Southwest High School
in El Centro, was crowned 2019
Princess. The evening was a bit-
tersweet homecoming of sorts as
she had attended school in
Holtville until the sixth grade and
often visited because her father,
who sadly passed away recently,
worked here. 

"But he's the reason I'm here
tonight," she said. "He loved his
home town and I'm trying to make
him proud." 

Daniella praised all her fellow
contestants for their speech pre-
sentations and what royalty means
to them. To her, she said, royalty

is being true to oneself and what
counts is what is on the inside.

"The ticket sales weren't that
hard actually," she admitted.
"When I explained what I was
running for people were eager to
buy tickets. It made me feel good
about all the things we have going
on in Imperial Valley. Everybody
really does know everybody."

The youngest of competitors
ascended to the royalty court as Jr.
Princess-- Brytni Valenzuela, a
kindergartner Lincoln Elementary
School in El Centro. 

"The Carrot Festival .. is just fun
and I want it to be good, and it

feels good, but I'm not nervous,"
she said. 

Accompanying Brytni was her
aunt, Johanna Gastelum, who
explained it was Brytni's own idea
to compete in the contest. 

"I'm glad to support her," said
Gastelum. "This is something
she'll enjoy doing and really
remember."

Regrettably, there were no nom-
inations that rose to the criteria for
Citizen of the Year and it is an
anomaly that has occurred only a
handful of other times.

Accepting the President's Award
was Jimmy Browder. He gra-

ciously thanked the chamber for
its recognition. Also of note was
the grand marshal of the Carrot
Fest parade on Feb. 9, Virginia
Munger, 101, who does not look a
day over 70. Munger remains very
independent, enjoying her bridge
games and gardening. 

Meanwhile, Mark Allegranza
was honored with the 24 Carrot
Gold Award. He explained he is
blessed to have forged life-long
friends that still exist to this day.

"This is an awesome communi-
ty and a great place to live and
raise a family," he said. "It's a very
close-knit community and not just

Holtville but the whole Imperial
Valley." 

Summing up the evening, Anita
Martinez, Holtville Chamber of
Commerce chief executive offi-
cer, explained the changes for the
2019 coronation proved effective.
"This fest goes down as a change

of history as it's the first time we
allowed girls from other towns
compete," she said. "We added a
speech competition and a poise
component. We're expanding as
the years go on. And couldn't have
asked for a better event as it
brought tears to the eyes of some
of our guests."

DANIELLA CONTRERAS, 2019 Carrot Festival Princess, at the annual
Holtville Carrot Fest Queen Coronation and awards banquet held Feb. 1 at the
Barbara Worth Country Club and Resort.

BRYTNI VALENZUELA, THE 2019 Carrot Festival Princess, at the annual
Holtville Carrot Fest Queen Coronation and awards banquet held Feb. 1 at the
Barbara Worth Country Club and Resort.

GUESTS QUEUEFOR the buffet at the annual Holtville Carrot Fest Queen
Coronation and awards banquet held Feb. 1 at the Barbara Worth Country
Club and Resort.    

THE 2019 ROYAL Court of the Carrot Fest (left to right, Queen Courtney
Walker, Jr. Princess Brytni Valenzuela and Princess Daniella Contreras) select
a prize drawing ticket at the annual Holtville Carrot Fest Queen Coronation
and awards banquet held Feb. 1 at the Barbara Worth Country Club and
Resort.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS
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Coming Soon To Our Newly
Restructured Website!!!

Keithly Williams........................from page one

receptionist's desk empty, but a
young man comes out from a side hall-
way and very politely asks if he can help
us. 

"We have an appointment with Mr.
Kelly Keithly. It's for 10 a.m., but we're a
little early," I say.

He patiently listens to my spiel, and
then with a deadpan expression says,
"Mr. Keithly doesn't work here any-
more." 

What?! I'm deciphering this, when I
hear my husband laugh and say, "He
might not work anymore, but we know
he's here." 

A joke. It's a joke. 
The man guides us through a long

hallway with offices on the sides, up
some stairs, and then through a corridor
with more offices. The corridor is open
along one side and, through a wire mesh,
we see that we're actually in a large ware-
house filled with neatly stacked sacks of
seeds.  

My husband whispers, "It's going to
be the very last office." 

Sure enough, it is. Then we see Kelly
Keithly coming out and walking towards
us.

He is a tall, slim man, with intelli-
gent eyes, and a firm handshake. He ac-
companies us the rest of the way to his
office, picks out two chairs and puts them
side by side. He gestures that they're for
us. Then he takes a chair that is identical
to ours and places it in front of us, about
four or five feet away. That's where he
sits. Clearly, he's in charge, wanting
things just so, but he has no need to flaunt
his position by remaining seated behind a
desk.

While I take my notes out, my hus-
band begins an easy conversation with
him. They start by comparing their mili-
tary service. Man talk. That's what my

husband's there for. Turns out Keithly
was in the Navy and on active duty in
Okinawa from 1966-67. He mentions
having attended the University of Arizo-
na in Tucson until his sophomore year,
then Fresno State for a year. After
Okinawa, he returned to  the University
of Arizona to complete his education. 

He and my husband start talking
about family and he proudly mentions
that he has four children, 13 grandchil-
dren, and two great-grandchildren. He
talks about his son-in-law, Pat Cooley,
who has worked with him for the last 25
years and is instrumental in managing all
of the company's operations. Pat Cooley,
Keithly notes, is the future of the compa-
ny. 

I ask him for his wife's name.

"Keithly," he answers. 
Okay, I get it. It's another joke. This

time from the boss. But it's also a learn-
ing experience. I make a mental note to
be more specific next time.  

His wife's first name is Cheryl and
her last name, as he mentioned, is
Keithly. Together they have garnered
numerous awards, far too many to men-
tion here. They have been recognized in
such areas as education, community serv-
ice and industry. 

Keithly's biography on the Yuma
Center of Excellence for Desert Agri-cul-
ture website is extensive. That word
keeps coming to mind: excellence. Closer
to home, in 1989, they were both award-
ed the Holtville Citizen of the Year
Award. 

I ask him how he met Walt Williams,
the other company namesake. 

Keithly recalls that in the early 1970s
he came to Holtville as a Ferry Morse
Seed dealer. Williams was the first person
he met when he stopped at the Imperial
Valley Milling Co., a landmark even
today. I ask him about his first impression
of Williams.

"When I stopped by, he ordered seed.
He was likable, honest, principled. He
told me I was welcome to stop by any-
time I wanted a cup of coffee, needed the
phone, or to use the facilities." 

And so began a friendship that grew
into a business empire.

In February 1972 Keithly and his
family moved to Holtville and bought a
home on Walnut Avenue. 

He muses, "Moving to Holtville was
like sticking our hand in a glove. The
church people accepted us. All the people
were welcoming." 

By church he's referring to St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church. That par-
ticular church and the Lutheran faith in
general, also happen to be another point
of interest he shares with my husband, so
they're immediately drawn in-to another
conversation.

By 1975 Keithly was working with
Williams with the idea of starting a part-
nership. This wasn't accomplished until
1981when they purchased the spacious
Thor Packing facilities on Main Street in
Holtville. As a matter of his-tory, Thor
Packing, as many of the older residents of
Holtville will remember, belonged to the
Thornburg family.  

It was only a matter of time before the
company began growing to add its many
locations and three divisions: seed, fabri-
cations, and nurseries, the latter of which
were established in 2007. 

The firm buys seed ("quality seed,"
he doesn't fail to mention) from big-ger
producers, but the company has test plots
so it  can compare which variety is best
for a particular farmer. The sales force is
highly trained and knowledge-able. 

The success achieved is due to the
smooth partnership and dreams of its two
founders. Though Williams sadly passed
away in February of 2010, his name
remains on the masthead.

I ask Keithly, "Why is it that you've
kept the same name all these years after
Walt's passing? Is it for name recogni-
tion? Or is it to honor him?"

"Both," he answers.
Some traditions simply cannot be

infringed upon.

THE KEITHLY-WILLIAMS Seeds Holtville sales office and warehouse. PHOTOS BY MARCIA JENNINGS

HUGO DOMINGUEZ, LOGISTICS coordinator for Keithly-Williams
Seeds in Holtville.
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1. What do you enjoy most about
teaching music?
Teaching music at Holtville High School,
my alma mater is rewarding in many
ways.  Every day is nostalgic and memo-
rable but what I enjoy the most is being
able to infuse my students with a musical
passion that they will carry with them for
the rest of their lives.
2. How is the band doing this year?
This year has been my favorite year of
teaching music.  The band is a tight-knit
bunch and is very receptive to my ideas.
We have won a few 1st place trophies in
parades and had a successful football sea-
son as well.
3. Do you have any events coming up?
Upcoming events for the band consist of
the Holtville Carrot Parade, the El Centro
Mardi Gras Parade, the Disneyland audi-
tion, and the Band and Orchestra Festival.
4. Why did you decide to become a
teacher?
I decided to be a teacher because I want-
ed to give back to the community and

because I wanted to make a difference,
not just in the education of students but in
their lives as a whole.  To me, teaching is
not just what is in the textbook, or in my
case what is written in the music, it's
about what is written in the (music) book
of life.
5. Do you prefer marching or concert
season?
I absolutely LOVE marching season.
There is no better feeling than when
you're marching/strutting down the street
and you see people of all ages dancing
and singing to YOUR music.  I always
tell my students that the crowd's reaction
to your performance is the best award you
can get, because they are the harshest
critic. But… I still want a trophy though!
Concert season is great and I really enjoy
it but there is something different about
marching down the street that I find very
exhilarating.
6. When did you start teaching?
I started teaching in 2003 at Calexico
Community School.   I taught there for 2

years. I then taught one year at McCabe
School and then came over to teach
7th/8th grade at Holtville Middle School.
I taught middle school English/History
for 11 years.  I then was asked to help out
at Holtville High School with the music
program and I have been here ever since!
This is my 3rd year teaching music.
7. What's the most difficult part of
teaching music?
For me, the most difficult part of teaching
music is getting students to play with pas-
sion and emotion.  Many times my stu-
dents will play a piece of music, and it is
technically and precisely correct.
However, it sounds very mechanical and
at times even robotic.  When it is a popu-
lar or familiar piece I can play the origi-
nal version for the students and we can
discuss the meaning or feeling of the song
but when it is classical music (no
lyrics/words) it is much more challenging
for a student to understand what the com-
poser is trying to convey to the audience.MS. MORENO

Ms. Moreno Interview
By Jacqueline Rendon

Ms. Yvonne Moreno is Holtville High School's Band and Chorus Director. She teaches music appreciation, percussion, choir, marching band, and beginning
band. Ms. Moreno has been the director for about 3 years now. She enjoys what she does and when asked about her job these were her responses.

BY NANCY VARGAS

"A picture is worth a thou-
sand words." Pictures give and
remind you of memories that
happened to you which you never
want to forget. Fall Sports pic-
tures for Holtville High School
happened this past Thursday
,January 31st, everyone was very
excited for this day. Band pic-
tures happened that day at noon.
The Holtville Viking Band of

Pride is a very closed group that
enjoys being with each other and
picture day is an important date
for them. Picture day is where
they get to keep all of their mem-
ories with them and capture that
moment for when they leave high
school, mainly seniors. They get
to dress up and show off all of
their good features, get creative
with their poses, and have a fun
time. 

Although picture day is fun, it
is also stressing. Band students

had to hustle, get dressed and be
ready for when the photographers
got there. They had to make sure
their shoes were clean, and that
they had their instruments and
uniform ready. Once they were
all dressed and ready, they had to
get in a line (tallest to shortest) to
make the picture looks good. A
lot of the students took pictures
with their friends, sections, and
by themselves. At the end of the
day everyone was satisfied with
their pictures.

Picture Day

HOLTVILLE VIKING BAND OF PRIDE
PHOTO BY MARYJANE SUPNET

More New River Legislation, Fate Uncertain As Residents Stew
BY MARIO CONDE

For decades Calexico residents living
near the highly polluted New River have
heard promises of clean up of the fetid water
and improvement of the surrounding land-
scape. Still, much remains unchanged-pollut-
ed water, often raw sewage-flows in from
Mexico and the river remains a smelly eye-
sore.

The city's New River Improvement
Project now underway offers some hope with
a bike path/parkway and athletic fields.

Now, U.S. Rep. Juan Vargas (D-51st
District), whose district includes Imperial
County, has stepped in by introducing a bill
in the House of Representatives to establish
the California New River Restoration pro-
gram. It would build upon conservation and
restoration efforts for the New River in both
California and Mexico.

"New River projects have shown great
progress, however there is still work to be
done," Vargas stated in a press release. "My
bill will advance that progress by providing
the necessary federal support to conservation
efforts that aid in restoring the New River." 

Still, residents remain incredulous and
despite the Vargas' Democratic Party now in
control of the House the bill's future is uncer-
tain due to a Republican Senate and presi-
dent.

"I'm very disappointed about the lack of

work done to restore the New River. We elect
new people and we see studies but nothing
changes," said Ema Silva, a resident of the
west side of Calexico and long-time New
River restoration activist.

Residents have seen enough studies and
laws introduced and now want actual work to
begin, Silva added, explaining they are rais-
ing their voices demanding solutions to what
they view as a serious health hazard..

"We also need to know what will be done
to the plants and contaminated dirt around the
river that are also the hazard to the area,"
Silva said.

Vargas reported his bill would create the
venues for further progress for cleanup and
restoration.

Imperial County's eye on federal legisla-
tion is Intergovernmental Relations Director
Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter. In e-mail she
explained the bill would require  the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to create a
new federal program called the California
New River Restoration Program no later than
180 days after the bill's passage. 

The objective would be to help imple-
ment and coordinate federal funding for con-
servation and restoration projects that are
supported by the California-Mexico Border
Relations Council, in consultation with stake-
holders, such as Imperial County.

"The County of Imperial applauds
Congressman Vargas' commitment to bring
national attention and resources to the signif-

icant water pollution problems in the New
River," Terrazas-Baxter stated.  

She added, "The County also commends
the Congressman's efforts to engage the fed-
eral government in this issue that has plagued
the residents of Imperial County, especially
Calexico, for so long.  It is the County's hope
that the odds of the bill advancing have

increased this year, but as is evident in recent
activity in Washington, D.C., it is highly
unpredictable."

With Congress and President Donald J.
Trump locked in a tussle over the 2018-19
federal budget that was supposed to be final-
ized by Oct. 1, 2018, the outlook for new leg-
islation is uncertain.

UNSIGHTLY AND POLLUTED, the New River snakes through Calexico near
homes and businesses with even the land flanking it a gathering spot for debris and
litter. Now, newly introduced federal legislation aims to aid the city revitalization
effort.  MARIO CONDE PHOTO



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Lillie B. Gentry
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000403 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Lillie B. Gentry
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: George W. Bell Jr. in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that George W. Bell Jr. be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be

admitted to probate.The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files

an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 1, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim

with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for

Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
John Q. Goodrich
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP
1275 W. State Street  
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-8463
Endorsed: Jan. 29, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6158   
Publish: Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of Intent of Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-010
The following property/money are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to
Health & Safety Code section
11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-010:
$38,400.00 U.S. Currency,  th esti-
mated/appraised value is
$38,400.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Highway 98
Rockwood Road, Calexico, CA
92231 in connection with violation
of Penal Code Section 182 and
Health and Safety Code Section
11370.6.
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the first
day of the publication of this

Notice, file a verified claim, stating
your interest in the seized property
with the Civil Department of the
Imperial County Superior Court,
939 W. Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.
You must also provide the Imperial
County District Attorney’s Office
with an endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940 W.
Main Street, Suite 102, El Centro,
CA 92243. Use the appropriate con-
trol  number listed above in any
correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5734 
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, 2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Daryus De Shawn Brezial
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000402 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Daryus De Shawn
Brezial
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Felicia Yvette Carter
in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Felicia Yvette Carter be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to

administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: March 1, 2019

Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months

from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and

appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
John Q. Goodrich
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP
1275 W. State Street  
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-8463
Endorsed: Jan. 29, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6157    
Publish: Jan.31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-020
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Renove Home Improvement
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Luis Orlando Guzman Uzarraga
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
Roberto Guadalupe Mosqueda
1957 Eshelman Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:

CoPartners
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name (s) listed above.
I, Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga Declare that all of the
information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 9,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 08, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8824         
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.

T.S. No.: 2015-04886-CA
A.P.N.:059-351-027-000
Property Address: 1185 Turquoise Street, Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d), THE
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO
BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED
COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN
THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST
DATED 01/23/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Leticia Rivas, A MARRIED WOMAN AS HER
SOLE AND SEPARATE PROPERTY
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 01/30/2007 as Instrument No. 2007-
003416 in book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 03/05/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH ENTRANCE TO THE
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 939 MAIN STREET, EL CEN-
TRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs
and other charges: $ 360,401.25

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR
SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS

IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the
trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant
to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of real property:
1185 Turquoise Street, Calexico, CA 92231 
A.P.N.: 059-351-027-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address or other common designation, if
any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as provided
in said note(s), advances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust,
fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reason-
able estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$ 360,401.25.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than
the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the
opening bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the
successful bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bid-
der shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered
to the undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure,
and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to
Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is locat-
ed. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are consider-
ing bidding on this property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will
be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.  Placing the high-
est bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to
free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auc-

tioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this
property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section
2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that infor-
mation about trustee sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been post-
poned, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this
Internet Web site http://www.altisource.com
/MortgageServices/DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case 2015-04886-CA.
Information about postponements that are very short in duration
or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not imme-
diately be reflected in the telephone information or on the
Internet Web site.  The best way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: January 22, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299 
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/DefaultManagem
ent/TrusteeServices.aspx
______________________________________________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019
Legal 8829

PUBLIC NOTICE



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-020
The following persons are
conducting business as:
Renove Home Improvement
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:

Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga
622 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
Roberto Guadalupe Mosqueda
1957 Eshelman Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:
CoPartners
Registrant has not yet com-

menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name (s) listed above.
I, Luis Orlando Guzman
Uzarraga Declare that all of
the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Luis Orlando
Guzman Uzarraga
The filing of this statement

does not of itself authorize the
use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on:
January 9, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement

expires on: January 08, 2024.
A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8824         
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb.
7, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-107
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
SoCal Recycling
428 Walnut Ave.
Holtville, CA 9250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 499
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Javier Ornelas Jr.
1630 Zenos 
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: June 6, 2014.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Javier Ornelas Jr., 
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 5,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 4, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8830
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE

MOBILEHOME LIEN SALE.
Sale location: 1313 E. 7th Street,
Space 20, Holtville, CA 92250
Sale date/time: February 21, 2019
at 11:00 a.m.
Mobilehome description: 1965
NEWMO, VIN S12493, License
Number BL8724
Lien sale on account for James
Riggs. Mobilehome sold in "as
is" condition, For Removal Only.
Interested parties may contact
Guzman Law Firm, APC at (760)
650-1077 or
erin@guzmanfirm.com for fur-
ther information. The successful
bidder shall be responsible for all
costs, fees, liens and/or penalties
incurred in or associated with
transferring title of the listed
mobilehome into his/her/its
name. In addition, the successful
bidder may be liable to the State

of California for any lien attached
to the listed mobilehome provid-
ed for in California Health and
Safety Code §18116.1. Payment
in full is due immediately upon
sale. No personal or business
checks accepted. Sale does not
include any items of personal
property that may be located in or
about the mobilehome at the time
of sale. Names published per
Commercial Code §§7206 &
7210. View coach at 10:30 on
date of sale. ABAMEX
Auctioneers, Bond No. MS 273-
80-15, www.abamex.com.
1/31, 2/7/19
CNS-3216196#
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE
Legal 8828

LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th
Street will hold a Public Sale of
the contents of the following unit.
Armando Diaz  

Unit B10
Holtville, CA 92250
Past Due $575
Legal 8832
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 2019

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Daryus De Shawn Brezial
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000402 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Daryus De Shawn
Brezial
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Felicia Yvette Carter in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Felicia Yvette Carter be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an
objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: March 1, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-

tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gener-
al personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or
personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
John Q. Goodrich
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP
1275 W. State Street  
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-8463
Endorsed: Jan. 29, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido,  Deputy
Legal 6157    
Publish: Jan.31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE



Holtville Tribune, Thursday, February 7, 2019  PAGE 11

To submit an obituary give us call at 
(760) 356-2995 

or email us the information: holtvillenews@aol.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-025
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Pro-Services
724 Emerson Ave. Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
Diaz Pro-Services, LLC
724 Emerson Ave., Suite C
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above

on: January 8, 2019.
I, Pedro Jesus Diaz Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Pedro Jesus Diaz,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 11,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 10, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5735        
Publish: Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-033
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Memo’s Transport
700 Circle Dr.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Guillermo Berenguer Lopez
700 Circle Dr.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant as not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Guillermo
Berenguer Lopez, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious

Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 14, 2023. A
new statement must be filed

prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8825        
Publish: Jan.  24, 31, Feb. 7, 14,
2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-009
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pur-
suant to  Health & Safety Code
section 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-009:
$12,000.00 U.S. Currency,  th
estimated/appraised value is
$12,000.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Highway
111 and Heber Road, Heber,
CA 92249 in connection with
violation of Penal Code Section
182 and Health and Safety
Code Section 11370.6.
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this proper-
ty, you must within 30 days of
the first day of the publication
of this Notice, file a verified

claim, stating your interest in
the seized property with the
Civil Department of the
Imperial County Superior
Court, 939 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243.
You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control  number
listed above in any correspon-
dence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5744
Publish: Jan. 24, 31, Feb. 7,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 18-AF-003
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant
to  Health & Safety Code section
11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 18-AF-003:
$84,663.00 U.S. Currency,  the
estimated/appraised value is
$84,663.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at 2417 La
Brucherie Road Suite C,
Imperial, CA 92251 in connec-
tion with violation of Penal Code
Section 182 and Health and
Safety Code Section 11370.9(b).
Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of this
Notice, file a verified claim, stat-

ing your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.
You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control  number list-
ed above in any correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5748 
Publish: Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 14, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No.: 2018-02409-CA
A.P.N.:058-103-011-000
Property Address: 209 Lopez Court, Calexico, CA 92231

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d),
THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED
TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE RECORD-
ED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST
DATED 10/19/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: J Guadalupe Pacheco and Rosario Pacheco,
husband and wife, as joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 12/16/2004 as Instrument No. 04-
42814 in book 2378, page 789 and of Official Records in
the office of the Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 03/11/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH ENTRANCE TO
THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 939 MAIN STREET,
EL CENTRO, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated
costs and other charges: $ 11,909.51
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FED-
ERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAV-
INGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND
AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the
trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of real proper-
ty: 209 Lopez Court, Calexico, CA 92231 
A.P.N.: 058-103-011-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address or other common desig-
nation, if any, shown above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under the terms of said
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and
of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount
of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the prop-
erty to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice
of Sale is: 
$ 11,909.51.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less
than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the
sale the opening bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the
successful bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be
the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and
delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence
foreclosure, and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the
real property is located. 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the
property. You should also be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder
at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to

investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by contacting the coun-
ty recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, you should be aware that the
same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:  The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The
law requires that information about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you and to the public, as a cour-
tesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this prop-
erty, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
s i t e
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/DefaultMana
gement/TrusteeServices.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2018-02409-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet
Web site.  The best way to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: January 28, 2019
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  (866) 960-8299 
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/Default
M a n a g e m e n t / T r u s t e e S e r v i c e s . a s p x
_______________________________________________
Trustee Sale Assistant

WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Feb. 7, 14, 21, 2018
Legal 8831



Senior Appreciation Day
At Imperial Valley Expo
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THRONGS OF SENIORS crowd the Casa de Manana
Building at the Imperial Valley Expo in Imperial on
Jan. 31 for the Senior Appreciation Day hosted by the
Area Agency on Aging.

SENIORS BROWSE INFORMATION booths at the
Senior Appreciation Day hosted by the Area Agency on
Aging on Jan. 31 at the Imperial Valley Expo in
Imperial. LUIS BURGOS PHOTOS
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